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"Works,  the  fole  right  of  Printing,  Publifhing,  and 
Vending  them :  and  judge  it  proper  to  notify  this  to 
the  Public,  that  none  may  imagine  they  are  invading 
the  late  Proprietor's  right ;  and  to  affure  all  others, 
that  if  any  prefume  to  incroach  upon  theirs,  in  any 
refpect,  they  will  fubjed  themfelves  to  a  profecuti- 
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c:^  The  following  Recommendations  of  Mr.  Ers- 
kine's  Writings,  by  Dr.  Bradbury  and  Mr.  Herv^ey, 
were  not  infer t  in  the  folio  edition  ;  the  Account  of  the 
Author's  Life,  here  given,  is  quite  different,  and  much 
fuller  than  the  former  one;  and  the  Elegiac  Poem, 
fubjoined  thereto,  was  not  printed  with  the  former 
edition  of  his  works. 
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IT  is  not  the  Intention  of  the  Editors  of  the  prefent 
Edition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ralph  Erskine's  FraSli- 
cal  Works ^  in  ten  volumes  oclavo,  to  attempt  pafling  any 
fulfome  encomiums  on  the  worthy  Author,    whofe 
praife  is  already  in  the  churches,    or  to  launch  out 
into  any  prolix  commendation  of  his  elaborate  and 
valuable  writings,    which  are  fo  univerfally  known, 
read,  and  efteemed;  but  to  refer  the  reader,  for  his 
fatisfa6lion  relative  to  thefe,    to  what  is  advanced  in 
the  following  fhort  Account  of  his  Life  and  Writings: 
We  fliall  only  here  obfcrve.  That  as  he  was  eminently 
pious  from  his  youth,  had  always  a  converfation  be- 
coming the  gofpel,    was  endued  with  every  faitable 
qualification  for  the  miniftry,    pofTeiTed  of  very  po« 
pular  talents,    made  the  diftinguifliing  doctrines  of 
Chriftianity  thechief  fubjeclsof  his  pulplt-thenies,  and 
iingularly  zealous  for  the  purity  of  gofpel-truth,  it  is 
not  at  all  furprifing,    that  he  was  greatly  beloved, 
much  followed  by  all  true  Chriftians,  and  his  writings 
eagerly  read  by  the  religious  and  devout  of  every  de- 
nomination. 

The  Sermons  and  Poems  are  already  fowell  known 
and  defervedly  admired,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  pafs  any  encomiums 
on  them.  Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  in  the  words  of  that 
eminent  divine,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Bradbury,  in  his 
preface  to  a  collection  of  MelT.  Ebenezer  and  Ralph 
Erskine's  Sermons,  printed  at  London  in  L738. 
*'  The  Sermons,   faith  he,    have  no  need  of  my  re^ 
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"  commendation:  the  reader  will  find  in  them  a  faith- 
ful adherence  to  the  defign  of  the  gofpel,  a  clear 
defence  of  thofe  doctrines  that  are  the  pillar  and 
ground  of  truth,  a  large  compafs  of  thought,  a 
{Irong  force  of  argument,  and  a  happy  flow  of 
words,  which  are  both  judicious  and  familiar:  and 
they  have  been  greatly  bleffed  to  the  edification  of 
many,  efpecially  the  poor  of  theflock,^^ 
The  fame  Dr.  Bradbury,  fpeaking  concerning  the 
poetical  compofitions  of  our  Author,  obferves.  That 
"  as  poetry  has  often  no  more  in  it  than  great  fwel- 
ling  words  of  vanity,  diftorted  images,  and  monftrous 
allufions ;  fo  it  is  a  pleafure  to  fee  the  things  of 
another  world  delivered  without  any  heathenilh  fi- 
gures and  phrafes,  but  in  fuch  an  adorning  as  be- 
comes the  gofpel  of  Jesus  Christ  :  On  this  ac- 
count, Mr.  Erskine's  Gofpel-Sonnets,  are  greatly 
"  to  be  efteemed,  for  the  fweetnefs  of  the  vetfe,  the 
difpofition  of  the  fubjecls,  the  elegance  of  the  com- 
pofition,  and,  above  all,  for  that  ^w4rich  animates 
the  whole,  the  favour  of  divine  and  experimental 
^'  knowleds^e." 

The  words  of  the  late  juftly  celebrated  and  pious 
Mr.  Hervey  are  very  fignificant,  and  truly  expreffive  of 
the  high  efleem  he  had  for  Mr.  Erskine's  Writings. 
Was  I  to  read,  fays  that  judicious  and  elegant 
writer,  in  order  to  refine  my  tafte,  or  improve  my 
ftile ;  I  w^ould  prefer  Bifhop  Atterbury's  fermons, 
Dr.  Bate's  works,  or  Mr.  Seed's  difcourfes :  But, 
"  was  I  to  read  with  a  fingle  view  to  the  edification 
"  of  my  heart,  in  true  faith,  folid  comfort,  and 
"  evangelical  holinefs ;  I  would  have  rec^urfe  to 
"  Mr.  Erskine,  and  take  his  volumes  for  fuy  guide, 
"  my  co?npanicn,  :xnd  ?}iy  own  familiar  frie?2d,^^ -\- 
■\  Hervey's  works  in  fol.  p.  346.  and  Tlisron  and  Afp.  dial.  16. 
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SOME 

ACCOUNT 

Of    the  Reverend 

Mr.  R  A  L  P  H    E  R  S  K  I  N  E. 

IN  emitting  the  writings  of  great  men  to  the  pubhc^ 
it  hath  been  ufual  to  give  fome  account  of  their  Au- 
thor, that  the  reader  may,  in  a  fhort  compafs  of  read- 
ing, learn  fome  of  the  principal  lines  of  their  charafter. 
Our  Author  is  already  fo  v^ell  known  in  the  churches 
of  Chrift,  both  at  home  and  abroad  "^j  by  his  excellent 
and  elaborate  productions,  that  faying  any  thing  of  him 
might  have  been  entirely  fuperceded :  and  had  it  not 
been,  that  his  writings  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  fome 
at  a  diftance,  and  in  after-ages,  who  are  not,  and  can- 
not be  fo  well  acquainted  with  him  as  the  prefent,  it 
would  have  been  fuperfluous  to  have  faid  any  thing  con- 
cerning him. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  RALPH  ERSKINE  was  honour- 
ably defcended  of  very  refpedable  anceftors ;  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erskine,  being  one  of  the  thirty- 
three  children  of  Ralph  Erskine  of  Shlelfield,  a  fa- 
mily of  confiderable  repute  and  ftanding  in  the  county 
of  Merfe,  and  originally  defcended  from  the  antient 
houfe  of  Mar.  Our  Author,,  and  his  brother,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Erskine,  late  Minifter  of  the 
gofpel  at  Stirling,  were  two  of  the  children  of  the  faid 
Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erskine,  who  was  fometime  Minifter 

*  The  greatert:  part  of  our  Author's  works  were  at  fird:  printed  in  fingle 
fermons  and  fmall  tradls,  and  well  reliflicd  ;  numbers  of  thtfe  have  jjone  a- 
broad,  and  met  with  a  kind  reception  :  yea.  fuch  regard  hath  the  public  put 
upon  them,  that  feveral  of  them  have  undergone  a  great  many  imprefTions;  and 
even  fome  of  them  tranflated  into  other  languages  :  and  we  have  even  feen  a 
few  of  them  printed  in  Dutch. — In  the  ye<ir  fixty-four  and  fixty-fivc  they  were 
colletEbed  together,  and  printed,  in  a  mofl  elegant  manner,  in  two  large  vo- 
lumes in  folio,  in  which  there  was  interfperied  a  great  many  manufcript  Ser- 
mons. This  handfome  0<5lavo  Editioa  is  printed  from  the  elegant  folio  one, 
with  confidtrablc  amcndmtnts, 

of 
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^fthe  gofpel  at  Cornwal,  afterwards  at  Chirnfide^;  a 
man  eminent  in  his  day,  and  juftly  diftinguiilied  for  his 
piety,  and  firm  attachment  to  Prefbyterian  principles : 
For  his  fledfafl  adherence  to  which,  he  was  fubjeded  to 
many  confiderable  hardlhips  in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft 
century,  during  the  perfecuting  period  of  Charles  II. 
and  James  VII  f . 

The  Author,  of  the  following  fermons,  was  born  at 
Monilaws,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  on  Sab- 
bath the  15th  March,  1685,  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  and  baptized  at  Chirnfide  on  the  5th  of  A- 
pril,  faid  year,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  William  Violand. 
— He  gave  pretty  early  proofs  of  a  great  genius  and  fine 
fancy  ;  and  feveral  inftances  of  a  pious  difpofition  and 
a  folid  way  of  refleding  on  matters.  On  this  account 
he  w^as,  by  his  parents,  early  deftined  for  the  holy  mi- 
niftry,  who  refolved  to  give  him  a  regular  and  liberal 
education,  in  order  to  qualify  him  for  that  important 
office. 

When  he  had  acquired  a  competent  meafure  of  Gram- 
mar, and  other  introductory  parts  of  education,  he  went 
to  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  to  complete  his  fludies ; 
where  he  went  through  the  ordinary  courfes  of  philofo- 
phy  and  divinity  with  fuccefs  ;  and  made  a  confiderable 
progrefs  in  all  the  different  branches  of  ufeful  literature : 
for,  he  foon  became  a  fine  Grecian,  an  excellent  Lo- 
gician, and  an  accomplifhed  Philofopher.  But  after 
having  acquired  fuch  a  competent  meafure  of  knowledge, 
in  thefe  various  branches  of  erudition,  he  gave  himfelf 
up  to  the  fludy  of  theology,  his  darling  and  beloved  to- 
pic ;  in  which  he  made  great  progrefs,  as  his  produdi- 
ons  therein  do  abundantly  evidence. 

Having  experienced  the  grace  of  God  himfelf,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  great  work 
of  the  miniflry,  that  he  might  be  a  happy  inflrument  of 
bringing  others  to  know  thefe  things  which  he  found 
and  experienced  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance.  He 
was  abundantly  fenfible  this  was  a  work  of  great  labour 

*  Cornw.I  is  in  the  fhire  of  Northumberland  ;    Chimjide  lies  about  five  nilles 
from  Bt,  .-ick  upon  Twctd,   in  the  .'Scotch  fide. 

I  See  the  continuation  of  Caldiuy's  life  of  Baiter,  p   62t, 

and 
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and  diligence ;  and  therefore  gave  himfelf  up  to  a  courfe 
of  unwearied  ftudy.  He  was  never  more  delinhted 
than  when  he  could  apply  himfelf  to  the  increafe  of  va- 
luable knowledge,  without  being  interrupted  :  this  de- 
iire  after  improvement  continued  to  the  lafl ;  and  he 
was  never  feemingly  better,  than  when  he  thus  enjoyed 
himfelf. 

The  ordinary  courfe  of  philofophical  and  tht.ological 
ftudies  being  gone  through,  at  the  college  of  Edinburgh, 
'with  fuccefs  ;  he  was,  in  the  providen  of  God,  called 
forth  to  appear  in  a  public  charadler  ;  and  being  well 
reported  of,  by  all  who  knev/  him,  for  a  converfation 
becoming  the  gofpel,  he  was  accordingly  taken  upon 
trials  by  the  Prefbytery  of  Dunfermline  :  and  having  fi- 
niihed  the  ufual  pieces  of  trial  aifigned  him,  to  the  en- 
tire fatisfaclion  of  the  prelbytery,  he  was  by  them  licenfed 
to  preach,  as  a  probationer,  the  everlaiting  gofpel,  on 
the  8th  of  June,  1709.  In  which  capacity  he  exercifed 
the  talents  which  the  Lord  had  gracioully  conferred  on 
,  him,  within  the  bounds  of  the  faid  Prefbytery,  both  in 
vacancies  and  fettled  congregration,  to  the  great  fatis- 
faclion of  his  hearers,  both  miniilers  and  people,  as 
his  certificate  from  that  Prefbytery,  dated  April  4th, 
171 1,  exprefly  bears. — In  this  flation  of  life  he  did  not 
long  remain  :  Providence  foon  opened  a  door  for  him  ; 
and  he  got  an  unanimous  call,  from  the  parifliioners  of 
Dunfermline,  on  the  ill  of  May  171 1.  to  exercife  his 
minifterial  talents  and  abilities  amongftthem;  which  call 
was  approven  of  by  the  Prefbytery,  on  the  day  following, 
as  regularly  proceeded  in.  He  went  through  the  ufual 
pieces  of  trial,  for  ordination,  prefcribed  by  the  Prefby- 
tery, with  approbation :  and  thereupon  they  fet  him 
apart  to  the  office  of  the  holy  miniilry,  in  the  collegiate 
charge  of  Dunfermline,  on  Augufl  7th,   1 71 1. 

For  feveral  years,  prior  to  his  appearing  in  a  public 
character,  he  v/as  a  clofe  fludent  in  the  various  branch- 
es of  literature,  and  had  made  confiderable  progrefs 
therein.  Few  were  endowed  with  a  greater  ftretch  of 
judgment,  and  a  penetrating  difpofition  of  mind;  this, 
joined  with  a  lively  invention,  and  a  tenacious  memory, 
enabled  him  to  make  great  refearches  after  truth,    and 

Vol.   L  a  eafily 
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eafily  to  invcftigate  what  would  have  been  very  difficult 
to  others,  not  polTeiled  of  fuch  a  depth  of  thought  and 
clear  way  of  reafoning.  Thefe  fhining  qualities,  which 
w^ere  the  gifts  of  nature,  were  confpicuous  in  him  :  and 
being  enabled,  by  divine  grace,  to  improve  them  aright, 
he  made  a  more  confidcrable  figure,  in  pra£lifmg  the 
various  duties  incumbent  on  the  Minifter  and  the  Chri- 
Hian,  than  many  others  of  his  cotemporaries. 

Though  his  natural  and  acquired  abilities  juftly  pro- 
cured Him  the  title  of  a  learned  man  ;  yet  he  endeavour- 
ed to  make  all  his  learning  fubfervient  to  his  theological 
fludies,  which  is  more  than  many  can  boafl  of  who  are 
much  extolled  for  their  literature.  For  this  purpofe 
he  carefully  and  diligently  fearched  the  fcriptures,  had 
much  pleafure  in  them,  retained  a  vail  deal  of  them  up- 
on his  mind,  as  is  evident  from  his  quotting  thefe,  with 
facility,  to  prove  every  point  cf  dodrine  he  was  dif- 
courfmg  on :  He  likewife  read  over,  with  attention  of 
mind,  many  bodies  of  divinity,  compared  thefe  with 
the  oracles  of  truth,  on  which  the  compillers  of  them 
founded  them ;  and  had  ever  at  hand  the  bed  com- 
mentators on  the  Bible,  to  fee  who  mod  reached  the 
mind  of"  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  being  the  cafe,  it  is  little 
wonder  he  made  fuch  proficiency  in  his  refearches  after 
truth,  and  that  his  Practical  Writings  have  been 
fo  much  elleemed  and  admired. 

'Under  the  charader  of  a  minifler  of  the  gofpel,  hav- 
ing now  a  pailoral  relation  to  a  particular  flock,   in  the 
church  univerfal,    he  determined  xict  to  kjiow  any  thing 
Jave  Jsfus  Cbriji  and  him  crucified :    He  was  injiant  hi 
Jeafon  and  out  of  feafon^  in  all  the  parts  of  his  minifterial 
labours,  and  gave  himfelf  wholly  thereunto ;  exhorting 
the  people  under  his  trufl,  from  houfe  to  houfe,  in  the 
way  of  family-vifitation  ;  examining  them  more  public- 
ly upon  the  principles  of  our  holy  religion  ;  vifiting  the 
fick,  when  called ;  and  preaching  the  everlafling  gofpel, 
in  which  he  had  a  very  pleafant  and  edifying  gilt.     He 
preached,  by  turns,  with  his  colleague,  every  Sabbath  and 
Thurfday,  through  the  year ;  and  afterwards,  when  he 
had  none,  for  fever al  years  before  his  death,  he  officiat- 
ed 
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ed  alone,  very  pundually,  both  on  Sabbath  and  week- 
day. 

He  delivered  few  extemporary  produ£lions.  His  fer- 
mons  were  generally  the  fruit  of  dihgent  ftudy,  and  af- 
fiduous  application.  For  the  mofl  part  he  wrote  all  • 
and  kept  very  clofe  by  his  notes  in  the  delivery,  except 
when  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  carry  in  upon  his  mind 
in  time  of  preaching,  fome  pat  and  appofite  enlarge- 
ments, whereof  he  had  no  previous  fludy,  and  to  which 
he  neverthelefs  chearfuUy  gave  way,  as  coming  from 
HIM,  who  has  the  ioiigue  of  the  learned ;  who  knows  how 
to  fpeak  a  word  in  feafon  to  him  that  is  weary  ^ ;  and 
who  fays,  It  Jhall  be  given  you  the  fame  hour  what  ye  fhall 
fpeak  ;  for  it  is  not  ye  that  fpeak,  but  the  Spirit  cf  your 
Father  that  fpeaketh  in  you\, — He  was  blelTed  with  a  rich 
and  fertile  invention,  as.  appears  in  the  agreeable  and 
entertaining  diverhty,  wherewith  his  heads  of  dodrine 
are  every  where  adorned.  The  poetical  genius,  with 
which  he  was  happily  endowed,  contributed  not  a  little' 
to  the  embellifliment  of  his  difcourfes,  with  a  variety  of 
pertinent  epithets  and  ftriking  metaphors. 

His  gift  of  preaching  was  both  inflruding  and  fearch- 
ing.  Few  outfhone  him  in  the  nervous  and  convincing 
manner;  whereby  he  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  doc- 
trines he  infifted  on  ;  and  fewer  ftill  in  the  warm  and 
pathetic  addrefs,  in  which  he  enforced  the  practice  of 
them. 

He  peculiarly  excelled  in  the  ample  and  free  offers  of 
Chrift  he  made  to  his  hearers ;  and  the  captivating  and 
alluring  methods  he  ufed,  for  gaining  their  compliance, 
or  their  receiving  and  reding  on  Chrift  alone  for  their 
falvation,  as  thus  freely  and  fully  exhibited  unto  them 
in  the  gofpcl.  On  all  which  accounts  he  was  juftly  e- 
ftecmed,  and  much  followed,  as  one  of  the  moft  popu- 
lar and  edifying  preachers  of  his  day. During  his 

time,  facramental  folemnities,  at  Dunfermline,  were 
much  crouded  ;  numbers  of  people,  from  feveral  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  refcrting  unto  them ;  and  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  countenance  fome  of  thefe  communions, 

*  Ifa.  I.  4.  t  Matth.  X.  19,  20. 

A  2  *  with 
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with  fignal  evidences  of  his  gracious  prefencc  and  ih" 
lluence,  to  the  fweet  and  comfortable  experience  o^ 
many. 

It  appears  from  what  our  Author  has  publifhed,  that 
he  was  an  able,  clofe,  and  clear  reafoner  ;  and  could, 
when  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  exhauft  a  fubjecl.  His  ftilc 
was  of  a  medium,  between  the  lofty  and  combaft,  being 
natural,  unafiecled^  manly,  and  fcriptural ;  and  free  from 
meannefs  and  lownefs ;  though  indeed  he  fludied  much 
to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  capacity  of  the  auditory.  There 
centered  in  him  gravity,  without  dulnefs ;  and  fmart- 
nefs,  without  forthinefs ;  never  choofmg,  in  his  public 
appearances,  to  come  to  his  hearers,  with  the  intifmg 
ivords  of  meti^s  wifdom  ;  but  to  preach  the  truths  of  the 
everlalting  gofpel  in  their  genuine  purity,  and  naked 
fnnplicity.  He  was  poil'eil  of-  excellent  talents  for  the  * 
pulpit;  he  had  a  pleafant  voice,  free  of  any  difagreeable 
tone  and  falfe  pathos :  and  every  unprejudifed  perfon  will 
readilv  trrant,  who  have  any  reliih  for  fubflantial  mat- 
ter,  and  that  docir'nie  which  is  according  to  godlinefs^  de- 
livered in  an>  unaffecled  manner,  that  he  was  an  a- 
greeable,  as  well  as  a  faithful,  judicious,  evangelical  ' 
preacher. 

As  to  his  miniftrations  in  general,  it  will,  be  -readily 
acknowledged,  that  he  was  an  able  minifler  of  the  New 
Teflament.  He  made  choice  of  the  mofl  interefting 
fubjects  to  preach  upon  ;  and  it  v/as  his  peculiar  delight 
to  preach  Chri/i  crucified^  and  to  exalt  the  doctrine  of  free 
grace,  through  his  imputed  righteoufnefs.  He  could 
rightly  divide  the  word,  of  truth  ;  and  fivilfully  parcel  out 
to  every  one  their  portion  in  due  feafon.  He  was  none 
of  thofe  flat,  dull,  .leazy,  infipid  preachers ;  but  deli- 
vered his  ferm.ons,  with  pathetic  zeal,  fervour,  and  af- 
fecfion.  He  was  ^  fon  of  thunder,  when  he  made  known 
the  terrors  of  the  Lord  to  hypocrites,  falfe  and  carnal 
profeilors  :  and  had  the  tongue  of  the  learned  to  fpeak 
a  word  of  confolation  to  thofe  who  were  weary  and  hea- 
vy laden ;  inviting  them  to  trufl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  CUiriit,  and  to  flay  themfelves  on  him  as  the  God 
of  their  falvatix^n. 

His  miniffrv  was  verv  tryin^};  and  fearchine ;  he  had 

a  peculiar 
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a  peculiar  way  of  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  confcience  ; 
could  eafily  delineate  the  foul,  and  reprefent  the  finner 
in  his  native  colours.  He  was  a  clofs  and  hard  fludent 
to  his  old-age,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  his  fermons,  and  digefted  them  well.  When 
he  preached  occafionally  in  other  places,  abroad  from 
his  fixed  charge,  his  miniftrations  wxre  very  acceptable, 
and  often  left  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the 
hearers.  He  was  a  wife,  prudent,  learned,  and  accom- 
■plifhed  minifter;  well  underflood,  conflantly  inculcated, 
and  flrenuouily  defended  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus.  In 
fhort,  he  had  the  teftimony  of  all  who  had  a  true  relifli 
for  the  glorious  and  fublime  dodrines  of  the  blelTcd  Re- 
deemer. 

It  will  eafily  appear  to  the  judicious  and  experienced 
reader,  in  perufnig  his  writings,  that  he  had  as  dexter- 
ous a  faculty  in  ranfacking  the  plagues  of  the  heart,  and 
defcribing  the  diverfified  circumftances  of  ferious  and 
exercifed  fouls,  as  if  they  had  fully  communicated  their 
feveral  doubts  and  cafes  unto  him  ;  while,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  was  only  unfolding  the  inward  exprience  of 
his  own  foul,  what  he  himfelf  felt  of  the  w^orkings  of 
unbelief,  and  of  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, in  oppofition  thereunto  ;  which  could  not  but  qua- 
drate or  agree,  with  the  operations  of  the  felf-fame  Spirit 
of  God  in  others  ;  for,  as  in  ivater^  face  anfwereth  to 
face,  fo  doth  the  heart  of  man  to  man^, — No  trial  or  temp- 
tation can  befal  any  of  the  faints,  but  fomething  fimiliar 
thereunto  has  happened  to  others  before  them,  as  the 
apoflle  alTerts,  when  he  fays,  "There  hath  no  tempi rj ion 
taken  you,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man-\. 

This  eminent  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  being  exercifed 
to  godlinefs  from  his  youth,  became  by  the  grace  of 
God,  a  fcrihe  injlrucied  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  whom 
our  Lord  compares  to  an  houf})oIdcr,  which  hringeth  forth 
out  of  his  ireafure,  things  new  arid  old\.  Old  invariable 
truths,  but  new  illuflrations  of  them  ;  old  experiences, 
the  fame  with  other  faints  before,  but  new  obfervations 
and  improvements  upon  them :  fo  that,  v/ith  abundance 

*  Proy.  xxvii.  19.         f   I  Cor.  x.  13.  '       %  Mauh.  13.  52. 
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of  propriety,  it  may  be  faid,  that  there  are  few  perplex- 
ing doubts,  or  intricate  cafes,  which  the  faints  have, 
at  any  time,  been  exercifed  with,  that  are  not  in  fome 
one  or  other  of  his  fermons,  very  judicioufly  folved,  and 
diftindly  elucidated,  or  cleared  up. 

His  converfation  was  holy  and  blamlefs,  favoury  and 
refrelliing,  warm  and  affedionate,  fpiritual  and  edifying. 
In  all  things  he  aded  as  one  that  had  experienced  the 
grace  of  God  bringing  falvation.  Many  yet  alive  are 
witneiTes  of  his  pious  converfation,  and  fhining  deport- 
ment. Every  one,  who  had  opportunity  to  mark  his 
adions,  can  attert,  that  he  lived  up  to  the  truths  he 
preached.  He  defired  and  afFeded  to  be  of  the  party 
of  fuch  as  fpoke  well  of,  and  were  for  advancing  and 
defending  the  declarative  glory  of  his  exalted  Lord ; 
pleading  for  the  fufficiency  and  freedom  of  divine 
grace  ;  for  debafmg  the  creature,  and  exalting  holi- 
nefs. 

He  was  favoured,  by  his  blefled  Mader,  with  uncom- 
mon degrees  of  the  manifeftations  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  enjoyed  the  highefl  meafures  of  aifurance.  He  was 
much  honoured  by  the  Mod  High,  in  his  public  mini- 
flrations,  in  anfwering  the  doubts,  and  folving  the  per- 
plexing cafes  of  the  truly  exercifed  foul ;  inftances  where- 
of his  works  abound  with.  He  converfed  much  with 
thofe  exercifed  to  godlinefs  ;  and  by  this  means  came 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  various  exercifes  of  the 
Lord's  people :  and  he  had  a  particular  regard  for  all 
fuch,  and  took  great  pleafure  in  being  ferviceable  to 
their.,  however  niean  their  circumflances  in  the  world 
were.  The  ricb  in  faith  were  to  him  the  excellent  ones 
in  the  earthy  in  whom  he  had  peculiar  pleafure  and  de- 
light. This,  together  with  the  feeling  fenfe  he  had  of 
thefe  things  upon  his  own  foul,  juftly  procured  him  the 
charader,  and  induced  many  to  term  him,  the  experi- 
mental  preacher. 

He  ever  had  a  mighty  zeal  for  the  declarative  glory 
of  God  ;  a  great  concern  for  the  Redeemer's  interefl: ; 
and  a  becoming  efleem  for  the  peculiar  dodrines  of 
Chrifliani<:y :  he  was  deeply  affeded  with  what  injured 
the  firfl ;  fenfibly  touched  with  any  thing  that  endan- 
gered 
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gercd  the  next ;  and  foon  alarmed  with  whatever  en- 
croachments were  made  on  the  lail.  This  natively  led 
him,  at  different  periods  of  his  life -time,  to  be  engaged 
in  feveral  controverfies,  both  theological  and  political : 
In  all  which,  he  conduced  the  matter  with  that  folidity 
of  judgment  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  with  a  ftrength  of 
argument  becoming  his  great  mind,  and  acquit  him- 
felf in  fuch  a  maiterly  manner,  as  not  only  to  filence  his 
opponents,  but  procure  himfelf  the  charader  of  a  flrong 
reafoner,  an  able  difputant,  and  a  valiant  and  heroic 
champion  for  the  truth. 

We  find  our  Author  accordingly  making  feveral  pub- 
lic appearances  of  this  nature.  In  the  year  1720.  when 
the  General  AfTembly  injured  many  gofpel  truths,  by 
their  fifth  ad  condemning  a  book,  intitled.  The  Mar- 
row  of  Modern  Divinity^  Ire  appeared  undauntedly  on  the 
fide  of  thofe  w^ho  made  a  feafonable  and  commendable 
fland  for  thefe  precious  truths  which  were  condemned 
and  buried  by  the  AlTembly's  adl.  And  he  not  only 
turned  the  edge  of  feveral  of  his  fermons,  preached  a- 
bout  that  time,  againft  this  ad,  but  compofed  a  parti- 
cular difcourfe  on  that  fubjed,  wherein  he  alTerted  and 
defended  the  peculiar  dodrines  condemned  thereby, 
and  clearly  red  up  marches  between  the  law  and  the 
gofpel"^.  Our  Author  did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  this, 
but  alfo  joined  himfelf  with  feveral  other  brethren,  who 
gave  in  to  the  gene^al  aifembly  1721,  a  ReprefentatioHy 
fctting  forth  the  pernicious  nature  of  faid  ad,  conde- 
fcending  on  the  particular  dodrines  wounded  by  it ;  which, 
indeed,  had  no  other  effed  upon  the  AiTembly,  but  to 
induce  them  to  corroborate  their  ad  1720,  by  another 
in  the  year  1722. 

When  Mr.  Simfon,  profefTor  of  divinity  in  the  unl- 
verfity  of  Glafgow,  came  to  be  fifled,  in  a  fecond  pro- 
cefs  before  the  AfTembly,  anno  ly^y^  for  having  vented 
and  taught  feveral  propofitions  repugnant  to  the  fupreme 
deity  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  our  Author  was 
mightily  alarmed  thereat,    and  fo  took  part  v/ith  thofe 

•  Sereral  of  thefe  pafTagfs  may  be  ften  by  confulting  Vol,  I.  p.  238. 
Vol.  11.  p.  304,  305,  395. — The  difcourfe  compofed  oa  this  fubject,  may  be 
fecn  Vol    II.  p.  145.   intitkd,  Lawdealht  Gofpd-iifc, 
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who  made  a  laudable  oppofition  to  that  pcrnlcions 
fcheine  of  doctrine  ;  and  alfo  teiiificd  againfl  it  in  feve- 
ral  of  his  difcourfes,  preached  and  publiihed  at  that 
time  ^. 

About  the  year  1732,  when  the  Church  of  Scotland 
became  infeded  with  many  grofs  errors  and  pernicious 
dodrines,  together  with  her  arbitrary  conduct,  which 
gave  birth  to  that  memorable  event,  the  Secession  f, 
our  Author  did  not  at  firfl  formally  adhere  to  thefe  mi- 
nifters  X  vv^ho  were  honoured  to  be  the  happy  inftruments 
of  it ;  yet  he  joined  with  thofe  who  favoured  their  tefti- 
mony,  was  of  the  number  of  the  proteflers  againfl  any 
fentence  that  was  paffed  agahulithem,  and  kept  commu- 
nion with  them.  He  did  not,  for  fomc  years  after  the 
Secefhon  came  to  be  dated,  reiinquiih  communion  with 
the  prefent  judicatories :  but  after  all  means  were  ufed 
to  reclaim  them,  to  no  purpofe,  and  all  expectations 
failing  of  their  fetting  about  reformation-work,  he  at 
lad  declined  them,  and  formally  joined  himfelf,  (with 
fome  others)  to  the  four  Brethren,  who  had,  by  this 
time,  formed  themfelves  into  a  Prefbytery,  under  the 
name  of  The  Associate  Presbytery.  This  body 
greatly  increafed ;  and  were  much  countenanced  by  vafl 
multitudes  of  people,  and  honoured  of  the  Lord  to 
bring  relief  to  many  opprelTed  congregations,  and  to 
publifh  the  important  and  interefling  do£lrines  of  the 
everlading  goipel  to  many  who  heard  little  or  nothing  of 
them. 

By  this  means,    our  Author  had  an  opportunity  put 

*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  4^(5,  477.— Whoever  has  a  mind  to  fe*r  Mr.  Simfon's  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  fcheme  of  docTbrine,  contained  both  in  the  firfl  and  fe- 
cond  proceff,  and  its  inconfifcency  with  the  fcriptures  and  our  ftandards,  may 
confult  the  A6t  and  Tcftiniony,   p    CmihiJ  5-^, — (Jo. 

f  The  grounds  on  wliich  theSccefiion  wss  ftated,  were  principally  thcfe,  inz. 
the  prevailing  party's  carrying  on  a  courfe  of  defedliou  from  our  reformed 
principles,  and  refuling  to  be  reclaimed  ;  the  prcvelancy  of  error  in  doctrine, 
partiality  in  difcipHne,  tyr;tnny  in  government  ;  reftritSting  miniflerial  freedom 
and  faithfulnefs,  in  teftifyino;  againfl  their  backflidin^s;  opprclFing  the  heritage 
of  Crod  ;  impofing  finful  terms  of  communion  ;  and  inflicting  cenfures  upon 
niinifters  for  tcfilfying  againfl  thefe  cnurfes. —  The  reader  may  fee  a  more  full 
account  of  the  commencement  of  the  Seceflion,  by  confulilng  fome  notes  oii 
that  fermon,   intitled,   The  Latv  of  God's  Bonfe,   infcrted  in  Vol.  V. 

^  The  miniflers  who  *ir(l  conftituted  the  SecelTion  were,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eben'. 
Frskine,  brother  10  our  Author,  ^viih  IMc-nVi.  Wilsc:.',  Mo:;  c.  ?.:  f.f,  and 
jFishf.r. 
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Into  his  handj  in  adorable  providence,  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  many  opprefTed  congregations,  to  difFufe  his 
wholefome  dodrine  more  extenfively,  to  bear  his  Mailer's 
meflage  to  greater  numbers,  and  fpread  the  fame  ot  the 
blefled  Redeemer  among  mankind  iinners ;  and  brought 
rehef  to  many  poifoned  with  unwholefome  doctrine,  who 
were  entertained  with  little  or  nothing  but  harangues  on. 
the  principles  of  morality. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1742,  a  very  extraordi- 
nary commotion  took  place  at  Cambullang,  and  fome 
other  parts  in  the  well  of  Scotland,  occaiioned  by  Mr. 
Whitefield's  perfonal  miniflrations  amongft  them,  and 
perufmg  his  journals  :  This  affair  was  looked  upon  by 
many,  and  attefled  by  not  a  few,  as  a  work  of  God,  and 
a  remarkable  down-pouring  of  the  Spirit. — -The  genume 
nature  of  this  work  was,  however,  by  many  fufpeded  ; 
and  they  affigned  their  reafons  for  doing  fo,  in  feveral 
printed  papers  publiflied  at  that  time^.  Among  other 
reafons  for  queltioning  this  work,  this  was  one,  "  That 
it  had  a  direcf  tendency  to  lead  off  perfons  from  build- 
ing their  falvation  on  thrift  in  the  word,  to  build  on 
fomething  wrought  in  themfelves  ;  and  to  form  an  ima- 
''  ginary  idea  of  Chrifi,  as  Man,  in  the  mind;  affirm- 
"  ing  it  belonged  to,  and  a  great  article  oi  faving  faith'* 
Concerning  the  above  propofition,  of  affirming  an  ima- 
ginary idea  of  Chrifi,  as  Man,  was  helpful  to  the  faith  of 
his  being  God-Man,  and  an  effential  article  of  faving  faith, 
our  Author  wrote  an  elaborate  treatife,  intitled.  Faith 
NO  Fancy  ;  or,  a  "Treatife  of  Mental  Images  :  a  book 
fmgularly  valuable,  for  the  clear  and  perfpicuous  man- 
ner  in  which  he  hath  handled  and  eftabliilied  this  im- 
portant point ;  every  way  worthy  of  our  Author,  and 
rcflecled  the  greateil  honour  upon  him  ;  in  regard  it 
hath  given  the  greateil  difplay  of  his  abilities,  both  as  a 
divine  and  philofopher,  and  how  capable  he  was  to  ex- 
hauft  any  point,  when  he  fet  himfelf  to  it,  even  in  an 
abflrad  way  of  rcafoning :    a  book  that  cffeftually  fi- 

*  Whoever  Inclines  to  fee  thefe,  raay  conralt  Mr.  Fiflier's  Review  of  a 
Preface  to  a  Narr.ktive  ot  the  extraordin  iry  Work  at  Kllfyth,  irc^ — See  allv> 
our  Author's  Appendix  to  Fraud  and  Falflioorl  difcovercd  j  and  his  Scniion, 
uuitle<l,   The  trui  C.hr'tji  no  /lev,'  Chrijl,  in  Vol.  VII. 

Vol,  I.  B  lenced 
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lenced  all  his  opponents ;  and  Hands  to  this  day  unan- 
fwered. 

The  Aflbciate  Body,  with  whom  our  Author  had 
now  conneded  himfelf,  were  become  very  numerous, 
both  in  miniflers  and  people  ;  and  were  fpreading  their 
influence  to  a  confiderable  diflance :  the  greatefl  harmony 
and  unanimity  fubfifted  amongft  them,  until  about  the 
year  1 746.  when  an  unhappy  debate  at  laft  came  in  a- 
mong  them,  concerning  the  lawfuhiefs  of  a  religious  claufe 
infome  burgefs  oaths ;  which,  in  the  iffue,  terminated  in 
a  rent  and  feparation  of  that  refpedable  body,  to  the 
no  fmall  grief  of  the  truly  religioufly  dlfpofed.  Our 
Author  was  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  maintained  the 
Lawfulness  of  faid  religious  claufe ;  and  accordingly 
wrote  feveral  trads  in  defence  thereof^.  In  the  whole 
of  this  difpute,  he  managed  the  affair  with  fuch  flrength 
of  argument,  and  force  of  reafoning,  as  at  once  both 
puzzled  and  galled  his  adverfaries  :  and  finding  them- 
felves  unable  to  anfwer  his  arguments,  at  lafl  pretend- 
ed to  draw  forth  the  fword  of  Church  difcipline  againfl 
him.  This  he  entirely  defpifed,  as  being  improperly 
inflided ;    and  ufed  only  as  a  flratagem  to  ftrengthen 

their  party. So  much  may  ferve  as  a  few  ihort  hints 

concerning  the  public  tranfadlions  in  which  our  Author 
was  engaged. 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  account  of  our  Author,  with- 
out taking  notice  of  another  particular  concerning  him, 
which  conflitutes  a  very  material  branch  of  his  charac- 
ter. He  was  not  only  dcfervedly  efleemed,  as  a  judici- 
ous Divine  ;  but  alfo  much  refpeded  as  a  good  Port  : 
A^nd  he  hath  favoured  the  world  with  feveral  excellent 
productions  of  that  nature,  which  have  all  met  with  a 
very  favourable  reception.  His  poetical  talent  was  em- 
ployed chiefly  on  divine  fubjeds  ;  he  had  no  reliili  and 
tafte  for  any  other.     In  his  younger  years,  at  his  leifure 

*   Sach  as,  The  lanvfulnefs  of  the  reiigiouT  claufe  cf fome  Burgefs 
baths  afferted : — Fancy  no  faith  ;   or,   a  feafonabie  ivar72:rig  to  Sece- 
ders^  againfl  the  finjid  cofifiitution  of  fo7ne  brethren^   &c  : — Ohfer"    \ 
vat  ions  on  the  cofidncl  of  the  feparaiing  brethren^  in  tnx>o  parts  : — »  , 
fancy  fiill  no  faith  ;  — ^viLh  feveral  other  pamphlets. 

hours, 
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hours,  he  compofed  a  piece,  which  is  now  intitled, 
GosPRL -Sonnets  ;  or,  Spiritual  Songs ^  in  fix  parts. 
The  ufefulnefs  of  this  poetical  compend  of  the  revealed 
principles  of  our  holy  religion,  for  promoting  the  life  of 
faith,  comfort,  and  holinefs,  will  be  experienced,  it  is 
hoped,  by  many  of  the  faints  of  God,  to  the  latefl  po- 
fterity. — This  piece  was  fo  well  relifhed,  that  it  hath  un- 
dergone a  multitude  of  impreiTions ;  and  the  demand  for 
it  is  as  great  as  ever. 

About  the  year  1738,  he  emitted  into  the  world  his 
poetical  paraphrafe  upon  the  whole  book  of  the  Song 
OF  Solomon  ;  which  indeed  is  an  evangelical  comment, 
done  in  a  flrain  adapted  to  the  New-Teilament  difpenfa- 
tion,  upon  that  allegorical  or  figurative  part  of  holy 
writ. — This  performance  has  like  wife  been  very  accept- 
able, and  undergone  a  variety  of  editions. 

By  emitting  the  above  elTays,  and  fome  fmaller  poems 
into  the  world,  our  Author's  abilities,  as  a  poet,  came 
to  be  eflabliflied  :  And  he  accordingly  had  feveral  re- 
commendations of  Synod  given  him,  to  employ  fome 
of  his  vacant  hours  in  turning  all  the  fcripture  fongs  in- 
to common  metre,  of  tlie  fame  kind  with  the  pfalms  of 
David.  ,  Having  complied  with  his  recommendation,  he 
pubhlhed,  in  the  year  1750,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  whole, 
an  intire  verfion  of  the  book  of  the  Lamentations, 
with  the  fcripture  text  on  the  margin,  that  the  reader 
might  fee  how  clofs  he  kept  to  the  original.  To  this 
piece  he  fubjoined  a  two-fold  verfion  of  David's  lajl 
words  ;  with  a  paraphrafe  on  the  firjl  go/pel  promifc  and 
great  gofpel  rnyjiery. —  Some  time  after  this  he  pubfifhed 
a  fhort  verfion  of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  adapted  to 
the.pfalm  tunes,  along  with  a  new  edition  of  his  large 
paraphrafe  thereof.  To  this  piece  he  fubjoined  two  Ihort 
poems  ;  the  firil  on  the  ten  plagues  of  Egypt ;  and  the 
next  on  the  ten  commandments.— ]oW^  Hymns  made  their 
next  appearance  in  the  world,  confiding  of  an  hundred 
fliort  poems,  on  as  many  fele£l  palfages  in  that  book. 
This  piece  was  prepared  for  the  prefs  by  the  Author's 
own  hand  ;  but  not  publiihed  till  after  his  deceafe. — 
The  refi  of  the  Scripture  Songs,  in  three  parts,  com- 
pleted  our  Author's   undertaking.     They  were  tranf- 
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crlbed  from  his  fhort-hand  characters,    and.  revifcd  by 
his  fon,    the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Erfldne,    late  minifter  at 
'  Falkirk,  and  publifhed  fometime  after  his  death. 

Befides  thefe  poetical  pieces  above-mentioned,  there 
were  a  variety  of  other  fmall  poems  written,  and  fome 
of  them  publiflied  by  our  Author ;    fuch  as,    Smoaking 
fpiritualized.     Scripture  authorities  for  fubjecting  to^  and 
praying  for  ^  civil  magtjlr  at  es.     With  {cYtx?\  funeral  poe?nsj 
elegies^    epithets^    &c.    upon  fome  great  and  celebrated 
men  ^.  — Thofe  who  have  any  appetite  for  the  fubftantial 
and  folid  food  of  the  word,  to  the  nourifliment  of  their 
precious  and  immortal  fouls,    and  do  not  want  to  be 
flarved  and  decoyed  with  empty  notions  and  fanciful 
flights,  will  readily  meet  with  fuitable  and  agreeable  en- 
tertainment in  the  poetical  performances  of  tliis  reverend 
Author,  which  are  re-publiflied  at  the  end  of  his  fermons. 
This  faithful  and  laborious  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrilt, 
laboured  fuccefsfully  in  the  work  of  the  miniilry,    and 
continued   publickly  ufeful  in  his  Mafter's  work,    till 
within  a  few  days  of  his  departure  ;  for  he  preached  in 
his  own  pulpit  on  Sabbath  the  29th  of  October  1752. 
As  he  always  had  a  peculiar  regard  for  the  interefling 
doctrines  of  the  everlafling  gofpel ;  and  as  his  pious  foul 
burnt  fervently  with  a  vehement  love  to  our  bleifed  Re- 
deemer :    fo  it  would  feem,  providence  fo  ordered  the 
matter,    that  his  laft  public  exercifes  here  below,  were 
faitabie  to,   and  preparatory  for  the  celeflial  ones.     In 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  not  engaged  in  his  or- 
dinary minifterial  work,  he  was  employed  in  compohng 
his  Scripture  Songs:    And  may  it  not  with  propriety 
be  faid,  that  this  was  an  agreeable  exercife,  and  highly 
fuitable,  as  introdui^tory  to  finging  the  fong  of  Mofcs  and 
the  Lamh-\  ?    The  laft  fubjeds  he  was  direded  to  handle, 

*  We  are  certahi  our  Author  wrote  an  elegiac  poem  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  James  Cuthbert ;  with  elegies  on  Mcffrs.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Patrick 
Phlendcilieth,  George  Mair,  James  Bathgate,  and  William  Moncrief;  Arith 
an  infcription  on  the  grave-done  of  Mr.  Willon  and  Provofl  Brown  at  Perth, 
and  Mr.  Balantine  at  S.mquhar  ;  and  epitaplis  on  Meflrs.  Boflon  at  Etrick, 
and  Hunter  at  Gatefliall,  he  He  wrote  alfo  two  other  poems,  viz  The 
iorccd  marri.ige  of  Quctn  ScoTA,  on  occafion  of  the  union,  MSS  and  Dun- 
fermline's address  to  Kim^  George  I.  on  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  ;   printed. 

t  It  would  appear  he  was  fome  way  fenftblc,  and  had  fome  prelages  of  his' 
approaching  diilcluticn  :   for,   the  very  day  he  had  finifiicd  thcfe  Songs,  we 

the 
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feem  to  be  his  appending  his  feal  to  the  whole  Chr'fjltan 
fcheme^  and  giving  his  lal!  teiiimony  to  a  religions  coiirfe  ; 
drawn  from  thele  words,  Wifdorn's  ways  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefs  ;  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  :  and  his  firm 
expectations  of  a  blefied  immortaUty  ;  from  thefe  words, 
1  know  that  my  Redee??ier  livefh,  &c. 

When  he  had  finilhed  his  Mafler's  pubhc  work  in  the 
world,  and  been  fo  fuitably  prepared  for  the  hearenly 
manfions,    he  was  feized,  in  the  end  of  the  forefaid 
month,  viz.  0(^ober  1750,  with  a  nervous  fever,  (where- 
in, neverthelefs  he  enjoyed  the  exercife  of  his  judgment 
and  fenfes,)  which  lafted  only  for  a  few  days,  and  at  lafl 
was  the  happy  mefienger  of  freeing  him  from  the  in- 
cumbrances of  an  imbodied  (late,    and  leading  him  to 
the  world  of  Spirits,  and  the  regions  of  eternal  blifs  and 
felicity  ;   for,  on  the  eight  day  of  the  fever,  he  fell  afleep 
in  the  Lord,    being  Monday  Nov.  6th,    1752.    in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  after  labouring  unweariedly  and 
fuccefsfuUy  in  the  work  of  the  miniilry,    among  his 
flock  in  Dunfermline,  for  the  fpace  of  forty-two  years  |, 
and  went  to  take  pofl'eilion  of  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
him ;  where  he  now  refides  in  the  country  of  everlaftinp* 
happinefs,  beholding,  in  righteoufnefs,  the  face  of  his 
glorious  and  exalted  Redeemer,  whofe  vifits,  while  on 
the  body,    made  him  glad,    Avhofe  battles  he  had  un- 
weariedly fought,  whofe  caufe  he  had  zealouHy  defend- 
ed, whofe  truths  he  had  ftrenuoufly  maintained,   whofe 
gofpel  he  had  faithfully  publifhed,  and  to  whom  he  had 
kept  his  allegiance,  as  long  as  he  had  his  abode  in  thefe 
tents  of  feparation.     He  now,  in  the  company  of  angels 
and  archangels,    and  in  concert  with  the  company  of 
faints  made  perfeft,  fmgs  the  high  praifes  of  the  mighty 
Saviour,  whofe  love  many  times  llied  abroad  in  his  foul 

are  told,  he  fald  to  his  fpoufc,  (who  had  been  fomctimes  hefore  acquainting 
him,  that  it  was  uncafy  to  her  to  be  fo  much  deprived  of  his  company,  by  his 
clofs  application  to  ftudv  ;)  he  had  got  his  public  work,  he  intended  for  the 
prefs,  finiflied  ;  and  that  flie  might  now  expecTt  a  little  more  of  his  company 
for  fometimc,  but  it  would  not  be  long  till  llie  lliould  be  deprived  of  it  alto- 
gether. 

f  He  was  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  Dunfermline,  on  Thurfday  the  pth 
of  the  forefaid  mouth.  His  corpfe  was  attended  to  the  place  of  interment  by 
an  inconceivable  number  of  fpcdlators,  deeply  and  juftly  rtgreting  the  lofi,  of 
fb  valuable  a  minifter. 

while 
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while  here,  in  his  mihtant  ftate,  filled  him  with  heavenly 
raptures. 

When  on  his  death-bed,  company  was  forbid  him, 
by  order  of  his  phyficians  ;  and  therefore  few  had  the 
benefit  of  his  lafl  advices,  and  dying  converfation :  fuch 
who  enjoyed  it,  were  fuitably  entertained,  and  fenfibly 
refrelhed.  He  himfelf  complained,  that  fo  few  attended 
him  at  that  time  ;  which,  indeed,  is  the  reafon  why  fo 
few  of  his  dying  fentiments  can  be  tranfmitted  to  pofle- 
rity. 

Our  worthy  Author  affords  room  for  large  commen- 
dations, and  his  character  was  of  the  highefl  kind :  want 
of  abilities  permits  not  to  do  juilice  to  fo  great  a  man  ; 
and  attempting  to  do  it,  may  fliew  a  deficiency  of  talents 
neceffary  for  giving,  an  exadl  portrait  of  him,  at  full 
length.  On  the  one  hand,  as  we  entirely  defpife  and 
abhor  that  meannefs,  of  giving  flattering  titles  to  any 
man ;  fo,  on  the  other,  we  are  glad,  that,  on  this  fub- 
jed,  there  is  as  little  occafion  for  them,  as  we  want  in- 
clination to  ufe  them. If  Mr.  Erskine  is  confidered 

as  to  his  natural  endowments^    he  poffeffed  many  fine 
qualities  ;   he  had  a  fweet  temper,  a  clear  head,  a  rich 
invention,  a  lively  imagination,  and  a  great  memory. — 
If  he  is  viewed  as  to  his  acquired  abilities  ;  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  all  the  ufeful  branches  of  literature,  be- 
in^'-  an  able  fcholar,    an  accurate  logician,  and  a  pene- 
tratinp-  philofopher. — If  he  is  confidered  as  to  his  office  ; 
he  was  a  great  and  judicious  divine,  a  pious  and  evan- 
gelical preacher,  an  accurate  critic,  a  profound  reafoner, 
and  an  able  cafuifl. In  fhort,  he  was  not  only  a  learn- 
ed man,  but  an  affectionate  and  familiar  friend,  a  focial 
companion,  a  devout  Chriflian,  and  a  burning  and  finn- 
ing light :  he  burned  with  fervent  zeal  for  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  and  was  foon  alarmed  at  any  attempt  to  dark- 
en, fully,  or  pervert  them  ;  and  was  a  fhining  example 
of  piety,    holinefs,    and  integrity :    for,  from  what  we 
know  of  him,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  he  kept  his 
allegiance  to  his  glorious  Mailer,  Chrift  Jefus,  pled  hi-s 
caufe  with  intrepidity,  and  honourably  finiihed  his  Chri- 
ftian  courfe. 

By  his  death,  the  church  of  Chrift  lofl  a  great  light,  a 

heroic 
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heroic  champion  for  the  truth,  and  a  bold  contender  for 
the  faith,  once  dehvered  to  the  faints.  The  body  he 
was  lafl  conneded  with,  have  been  deprived  of  an  ufe- 
ful  member,  and  a  fliining  ornament  to  their  caufe.  -  The 
congregation  he  laboured  among,  loft  an  able  and  faith- 
ful minifter,  a  laborious  and  fuccefsful  wrefller,  and  a 
painful  and  diligent  inftruftor. — His/^w/'/yand  relatives, 
loft  a  true  friend,  an  affedionate  huftDand,  a  tender- 
hearted parent,  and  a  ftnking  pattern  of  virtue. — His 
acquaintances  an  intimates^  and  endearing  brother,  a  fo 
cial  companion,  and  an  engaging  friend. 

Our  Author  was  twice  married.  His  firft  marriage 
\^as  with  Margaret  Dewar,  a  daughter  of  the  laird 
of  Laffodie^ ;  who  lived  with  him  about  fixteen  years : 
In  which  time  (lie  bore  ten  children  ;  five  fons  and  live 
daughters  |. — His  fecond  marriage  was  with  Margaret 
SiMsoN,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Siinfou,  writer  to  the  fignet 
in  Edinburgh  t,  who  bore  him  four  fons,  and  furvived 

himfelf  fome  few  years. Three  of  his  fons  of  the  firft 

marriage,  were  minifters  in  the  AfTociation,  viz.  The 
Rev.  Meifrs.  Henry,  John,  and  James  ;  the  firft  was 
ordained  minifter  at  Falkirk,  the  fecond  at  Lefiie,  and 
the  third  at  Stirling.  All  of  them  died  in  the  prim.e  of 
their  age,  when  they  had  given  the  world  juft  ground 
to  conceive  high  expediations  of  their  ufefulnefs  in  the 
Church.  One  of  the  daughters  of  the  firft  marriage  was 
married  to  Mr.  John  Newlands^  merchant  in  Giafgow, 
the  editor  of  his  practical  works.  His  only  child  now 
in  life,  is  Robert,  a  fon  of  the  fecond  marriage,  a  mer- 
chant, fometime  refiding  in  London. 

•  This  marriage  commenced,   July  15th,  1714. 

f  On  the  death  of  his  fiifl  wife,  which  took  place  on  Nov.  zad,   1730,    he 
compofc  the  two  following  verfes. 

The  law  brought  forth  her  precepts  ten, 

And  then  diflolv'd  in  grace  : 
This  vine  as  many  boughs,   and  then 

Jn  glory  took  her  place. 

Her  dying  breath,  triumphantly. 
Did  that  fweet  anthem  Cng, 

Thanh  be  to  God  for  vi&ory  ; 
0  death  !   -where  u  thy  jTvig  ? 

\  Hii  fecond  marriage  took  place,  F(;bruary  34th,  1731- 

froru 
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From  the  account  already  given  of  our  Author,  the 
reader  will,  no  doubt,  think  we  Ihould  now  proceed  to 
give  fome  account  of  his  religious  deportment ;  and  their 
expectations  on  this  head,  perhaps,  may  run  very  high. 
We  are  forry,  truly  forry,  that  we  find  ourfelves  unable 
to  gratify  our  readers  in  this  particular ;  in  regard  our 
Author  left  no  written  memoirs  of  the  religious  part  of 
his  life :  True,  indeed,  he  left  a  diary  behind  him, 
from  which  fomething  of  this  kind  was  expelled  ;  but, 
upon  peruhng  it,  it  was  found  to  contain  only  fome 
domeflic  incidents,  and  providential  occurrences  ;  the 
publication  of  which  would  ferve  no  valuable  end. — No 
queilion,  had  the  experiences  of  fuch  a  fmgular  man 
been  left  upon  record,  they  Vv^ould  have  been  of  great 
fervice,  and  highly  acceptable  to  the  truly  devout  Chri- 
ftian :  For  he  was  a  man  who  pofTeiTed  not  only  a  very 
extraordinary  degree  of  the  moft  valuable  natural  gifts 
and  endowments,  fuch  as  chearfuhicfs,  good-nature, 
modefty,  and  gratitude,  uniting  in  him ;  but  remark- 
able for  genuine  piety,  a  heavenly  difpofition  of  mind, 
and  well  acquainted  with  vital  religion  and  pradical 
godlinefs :  yea,  in  him  centered  all  the  ornaments  of 
the  minifter,  and  amiable  qualities  of  the  Chriftian, 
without  the  lead  affedation,  or  fmalleft  appearance  of 
vanity.  He  w^as  a  fhining  inflance  of  the  truth  and  a- 
miablenefs  of  Chriflianity,  and  an  examplary  pattern  of 
fpiritual  mindednefs  and  fmcere  devotion.— But,  we  i- 
magine,  from  the  fhort  hints  already  given  of  him,  and 
a  careful  perufal  of  his  practical  writings,  the  reader 
will  be  at  no  great  lofs  to  figure  out  to  himfelf  what  the 
attainments  and  experiences  of  fuch  a  worthy  perfon  mufl 
have  been ;  and  eahly  conclude  that  certainly  they  were 
very  remarkably. 

Before  we  finiili  this  account  of  our  Author,  it  will 
probably  be  expected  we  iliould  iliy  fomething  concern- 
ine  his  Sermons,  and  other  Pe-actical  Writings. 
Thefe  works  will  fpeak  for  themfelves.  And  as  the 
mod  of  them  have  long  ago  appeared  in  the  world  in 
fingie  tracts ;  and  of  late  collccled  into  two  large  vo- 
luiTiCS  in  folio,  and  elegantly  printed  j  fo  they  have  al- 
ready 
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ready  had  their  ufefulnefs  and  praife  in  the  church  of 
Chrifl :  And  for  us  to  attempt  giving  any  recommen- 
dation to  them,  would  be  highly  unbecoming  fo  great 
a  man,  and  offering  a  real  indignity  to  his  worthy  me- 
mory.— Thofe  of  them  which  have  been  taken  from 
manufcripts ^  fmce  his  death,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  as  ac- 
ceptable as  thofe  formerly  publiflied  in  this  life -time  ;  as 
the  fubjeds  are  of  equal  importance,  the  fame  evangeli- 
cal fpirit  breathes  through  them,  and  the  fame  foul-nou- 
riihing  food  to  be  found  in  them. — Without  flattery  it 
may  be  faid,  that  the  whole  of  his  dodrine  was  accor- 
ding to  godlinefs  ;  that  he  took  pleafure  to  exhibite  the 
Redeemer  in  the  glory  and  riches  of  his  grace ;  made 
choice  of  the  mofl  appofite  fubjefts  for  inftrufting  the 
ignorant,  flrengthening  the  weak,  comforting  the  de- 
jeded,  and  for  winning  fouls  to  the  bleifed  Jelus. — His 
writings,  after  properly  informing  the  judgment  in  the 
point  of  doflrine  he  made  choice  of  to  iliuflrate,  contain 
the  mofl  ample  and  free  offers  of  Chrifl: ;  the  mofl  warm 
and  pathetic  invitations  to  embrace  him ;  and  the  mofl 
winning  perfuafives  to  influence  the  heart  to  a  chearful 
compliance. — In  the  whole  of  his  fermons,  the  reader 
will  perceive  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  honour  and  caufe  of 
Chrifl,  a  fleady  boldnefs  in  defending  his  truths,  and  a 
firm  attachment  to  the  dodtrine,   worfhip,    difcipline, 

and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland. But  as 

the  judicious  and  intelligent  readers  will  obtain  the  juflefl 
fentiments,  and  form  the  befl  charad:er  of  him  from 
his  writings,  we  fliall  therefore  recommend  a  careful 
perufal  of  thefe  ;  fmcerely  wifhing  them  all  manner  of 
ipiritual  inflrudion  and  edification  from  fuch  a  valuable 
treafure :  for  by  thefe,  though  he  be  now  dead^  he  jet 
fpeaketh.  ^ 
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POEM, 

To  the  Memory  of  the  late 

Rev.  Mr.  RALPH    E  R  S  K  I  N  E. 


Flangito^  Melpomene!  Av.ESKii<i i  funera,  clarum 
Cujus  ah  RADOLPHoy/(id?r^  nomen  babes, 

Scotia  mcEJla  dole  :  Areskino  nemojuperjies  ! — . 
Scote  I  is  Britannicis  contigit  altus  honos, 

Eja  tamen  gaitde  !  Ares  kin  us  carmine  vivit ; 

Operibus  VLAHOhvno  fama  perennis  erit. 
Inierea^  Areskini  !  annnc^  pars  altera  nojlrce^ 

Te  Caledonum  Jlens  Elegia  ge?nit, 

LONG  did  the  mufe  ^  impatient  wait  to  fee. 
Some  lofty  poet  defcrlbe  his  pedigree : 
Waiting  in  vain  fome  able  pen  to  fcan, 
The  matchlefs  virtues  of  this  peerlefs  man  ; 
Prefum'd,  at  lafl,  fome  rude  portrait  to  draw 
Of  him,  who  once  could  paint  v»athout  a  flaw. 
Such  boldnefs,  fure,  does  much  Indulgence  claim, 
Since  lofty  flow'rs  fhould  decorate  his  name. 
And  brilhant  ftrokes  aloud  extol  his  fame. 

Scotia  !  what  ground  haft  thou  to  drop  a  tear  ? 
Thou  haft  not  loft  a  fmall,  but  firft-rate  feer ! 
Aieerwhofe  eyes  could  view  celeitial  blifs, 
And  fearch  the  wonders  in  that  vaft  abyfs. 
Erskine  !  whofe  fame  to  diftant  climes  is  known  ; 
Chrift's  real  friend,  and  Truth's  bold  champion. 
His  works  divine,  to  future  ages  ftiall. 
Speak  forth  his  real  excellence  to  all ; 
And  found  the  praifes  of  Immanuel. 

*  Tills  elf-giac  poem  was  not  compofecl  till  the  yeir  1 7*5;,  being  about  thir- 
teen years  after  Mr.  Erikiiie's  death. 

O  Scotifli 
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O  Scotlfh  church  !  how  much  mayfl  thou  regret 
Thy  faithful  paflor,  and  watchman  complete  ! 
Whofe  mind  could  fearch  heaven's  myll'ries  mod  pro- 
Invefligate  her  truths  to  all  around.  [found, 

Dunfermline  too,  with  fobbing  breads  can  tell, 
How  great  a  pried  has  fallen  in  Ifrael ! 
A  lofs  which  heav*n  made  them  long  feel  the  fmart, 
Becaufe  his  medage  had  not  gain'd  their  heart  "^. 
The  Affociate  tribe  may  well  lament  the  cafe, 
That  fuch  a  herald  great  did  yield  his  place. 
He  of  that  number  was  in  high  repute  ; 
And  to  defend  their  caufe  was  never  mute  ; 
And  could  each  prattling  fcribe  with  eafe  refute. 
This  is  not  all ;  each  friend  of  God  can  tell, 
How  Zion  trembled  when  this  pillar  fell. 
To  all  he  feem'd  a  blazing  dar  mod  bright ; 
Nay,  he  was  a  burning  and  a  fliining  light. 

In  private  life  his  charadler's  mod  complete ; 
Gifts  natural,  and  parts  acquired,  unite. 
Piety  and  goodnefs  form'd  the  early  plan,    . 
Of  future  greatnefs,  in  this  worthy  man. 
His  early  years  with  gravity  were  blefs'd. 
Which  made  him  foon  admir'd  and  much  carefs'd. 
A  dock  of  lit'rature  adorn'd  his  name  ; 
His  parts,  like  trumpets  great,  anounc'd  his  fame. 
"  His  courteous  carriage  diew'd  his  gen'rous  mind  ; 
"  Fond  without  fraud,  and  without  flatt'ry  kind.*' 
His  pray'rs  and  praifes  were  of  divine  damp ; 
His  walk  and  praftice,  all  a  diining  lamp. 
In  converfe  heav'nly,  and  behaviour  mild  ; 
His  words  not  vain,  nor  yet  his  lips  defil'd  ; 
His  foul  fublime,  his  confcience  undefird  ; 
Sweetnefs  of  temper,  friendiliip  mod  fmcere. 
Of  accefs  eafy,  and  deportment  fair. 
Were  his  endowments ;  though  to  others  rare. 
Grace  and  good-nature  dor'd  his  humble  mind. 
In  him  the  focial  virtues  all  conjoin' d ; 

*  They  were  about  eight  years  vacant  after  his  death,  before  they  had  again 
a  fettled  paftor. 

C  2  "  Hij 
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''  His  foul  refin'd  beyond  the  common  race, 

"  Was  CLiltivate  by  nature,  art,  and  grace. 

*'  He  brightly  fhone,  even  in  his  private  fpherc, 

''  Ere  he  poilcil  the  miniflerial  chair." 

Were  we  to  view  him  in  his  public  ftation, 
His  match  we  fcarce  could  find  in  all  the  nation. 
God's  word's  the  facred  fource  from  which  doth  flow. 
Knowledge  divine  to  mortals  here  below  : 
This  word  he  fearch'd  with  diligence  and  care ; 
Gave  to  each  foul  its  portion  and  its  fhare. 
For,  to  divide  aright  God's  word  of  truth, 
He  was  inftruCled  early  in  his  youth. 
His  infight  into  truth's  abyfs  was  great ; 
And  could  explain  beyond  the  common  rate. 
"  Seraphic  principles  and  graces  bright. 
In  him  confpired  to  difplay  their  might. 
In  public  work  he  taught  with  folemn  awe, 
The  pieceful  gofpel  and  the  fiery  law. 
Heav'n  form'd  his  mind  great  gofpel-truths  to  trace. 
His  mouth  to  found  the  filver  trump  of  grace ; 
To  fpeak  the  grandeur  of  the  Saviour  God  ; 
To  blaze  his  riechteoufnefs  divine  abroad. 
•  His  view  of  every  facred  line  v/as  bright ; 
Each  fermon  was  a  lamp  of  gofpel-light. 
The  holy  theme  was  trim'd  with  holy  bait ; 
Each  .word  was  malfy,   and  each  fentence  great. 
His  language  flicw'd  a  judgment  mofl  profound, 
A  deph  too  great  for  common  lines  to  found. 
His  frame  was  flill  divine,  his  words  exa£t ; 
Saints  heard  the  voice  which  did  their  hearts  attrad. 
An  holy  humble  courfe  of  life  he  fieer'd. 
That  all  might  fee  the  doctrine  which  they  heard. 
His  prefcnce  grave  did  rev'rence  great  command, 
And  crave  profound  refpecl  from  every  hand. 
His  very  look  could  vanity  reclaim, 
His  countenance  put  levity  to  ihanie." 
A  difputant  moll  bold  for  truth  appear'd  ; 
And  'gainfl  all  errors  conqu'ring  trophies  rear'd: 
*'  His  words  gave  all  antagonifls  a  wound, 
"  Which  did  them  foon  convince,  or  foon  confound. 

"  His 
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**  His  public  fpirit  was  of  fuch  a  pitch, 

"  That  few  in  zeal  for  God  were  found  fo  rich.*' 

Hark !  you  who  remind  him,  furely  will  allow. 
That  grace  triumphant  fat  upon  his  brow. 
Won't  you  confefs  his  mind  was  much  refin'd. 
Beyond  the  common  mafs  of  human  kind  ? 
The  lovely  graces  in  his  boflbm  found. 
Diffused  ambrofial  odours  all  around. 
'  His  lofty  mind,  ne'er  drench'd  in  earthly  things. 
With  eafe  could  mount  to  heav'n,   with  out-ftretch'd 
Spy  out  the  glory  of  the  realms  of  light,  [wings : 

Unfold  the  grandeur  unto  mortal  fight. 
His  pious  foul,  fram'd  to  furmount  the  Ikies, 
With  winning  charms  did  Itoop  to  vulgar  eyes ; 
DifFufe  that  knowledge  giv'n  him  from  above. 
To  all  mankind,  with  fervency  and  love. 
Heav'n  ftill  indulgent  to  his  pious  mind, 
Difplay'd  her  glorious  rays  purely  refin'd. 
The  amazing  wonders  fhew'n  to  him  from  thence. 
He  could,  with  eafe,  to  others  foon  difpenfe. 
Thus  heav'n  and  earth  in  him,  did  joyful  meet  j 
Nature  and  grace  their  lovely  charms  unite. 

His  works  now  extent^,  happily  difplay. 
How  well  he  underflood  the  gofpel  way. 
Th'  attentive  reader  and  judicious  mind. 
In  ev'ry  page  may  a  rich  treafure  find. 
Thefe  volumes  elegant  contain  the  fcheine 
Of  gofpel  doQ:rine  ;  his  beloved  theme. 
Chrifl  is  the  theme,  whofe  robe  of  righteoufnefs. 
He  pubiilh'd,  as  the  faints  adorning  drefs. — 
To  form  jufl  fentiments  of  this  great  man, 
'Tis  proper  carefully  his  works  we  fcan. 
There  we  will  find  both  law  and  gofpel  taught ; 
The  firfl  to  rouze,  the  lait  with  blifs  is  fraught. 
He  Itudy'd  firft  the  finner's  cafe  to  fhew  ; 
And  then  prefents  the  balfain  to  his  view. 

*  Alluding  to  that  beautiful  edition  of  his  Practical  Works,  in 
two  volumes  folio,  printed  aunis  1764,  1765. 

From 
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From  Sinai's  mount  he  founds  a  loud  alarm ; 

And  next  poor  fouls  with  gofpel-tidings  charm. 

He  could  the  faints  perplexities  well  trace. 

And  in  all  flraits  aftord  them  great  folace. 

Souls  exercised  concerning  fm  or  grace, 

May  in  his  works  find  what  will  fute  their  cafe. 

There  he  propounds  and  folves  each  cafe  he  heard } 

To  faints  a  mighty  cafuift  appear'd. 

*  A  ikilful  counfeller  in  each  dark  cafe  j 

A  hearty  fympathizer  in  diftrefs. 

Was  ready  ftiil  at  hand,  without  requefl. 

To  ferve  the  fick,  and  fuccour  the  diftrefl. 

His  dodrine  evVy  gloomy  fhade  difpell'd  ; 

His  exhortations  more  and  more  excelFd. 

This  miniflerial  grace  to  him  was  given. 

To  leave  on  many  hearts  a  feal  of  heaven.' 

Death !  thou  devourcr  of  the  human  race  ! 
Mud  fuch  a  champion  great  to  thee  give  place ! 
May't  thee  fuffice  fomc  leffer  light  to  quell. 
Than  ftrike  the  pillars  of  our  Ifrael  ? 
Mufl  Erskine  too  !  that  man  of  great  renown, 
Be  foiFd  by  thee,  and  to  the  duft  brought  down  I 
Mufl  fuch  a  light,  that  blaz'd  fo  far  abroad. 
Be  made  to  yield  to  thy  fuperior  nod ! 
Mufl  fuch  a  Chriftian  herald  too  give  place, 
-So  well  acquainted  both  with  law  and  grace  ? 
Divinely  taught  in  all  the  truths  of  God, 
And  did  with  freedom  publilh  them  abroad  ?  • 
Yes,  yes !  He  mufl! — He's  gone! — ErJ^ine's  no  morel 
Grim  death  hath  fnatch'd  him  to  the  diflant  fhore  1 — 
Thefe  hands,  elated  oft  to  heav'n  in  purity. 
All  filent  in  the  tomb  now  ftrctch'd  doth  ly. — 
Is't  poflible  for  our  rude  quill  to  tell. 
How  Scotland  fhook  when  this  great  pillar  fell  ? 
*  Heav'n  fure  defign'd  by  fuch  a  dreadful  blow. 
No  perfonal,  but  public  overthrow. 
Lo  1  now  his  death  has  hid  the  fulgent  light. 
And  wrapt  us  in  the  fhades  of  gloomy  night  1' — 

Is  Erskine  dead!     No,  fure:    the  man  of  God  flill 
PofTelies  heav'n,  in  glory  dill  furviv^s. .  [lives 
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The  blifs  and  glory  he  proclaim'd  around. 
Both  now  concentre  to  compofe  his  crown. 
ImmortalizM,  he  fhines  above  the  fky  ; 
Regal'd  with  heav'nly  cheer  mufl  fumptoufly. 
The  blcfled  Jefus  in  thofe  regions  high, 
He  views,  not  vail'd  ;  but  moft  confpicoufly. 
Eternal  bleflednefs  he  reaps  in  flore ; 
With  heav*nly  pleaiures  cherifli'd  evermore ; 
With  endlefs  wealth,  and  rightcoufnefs  divine, 
A  glorious  crown,  moft  brilliantly  to  Ihine, 
He  now  enjoys,  with  robes  moft  pure  and  fine  : 
Yea,  God  himfelf,  with  fulnefs  all-complete, 
Compofe  that  happinefs  to  him  moft  fweet. 
Delightful  portion  !  from  all  harm  fccure, 
Ilefrefti'd  with  rivers  chryftaline  and  pure. 
Such  foul-delights^  to  him  ftiall  ever  laft  ; 
Thefe  joys  for  which  he  did  fo  ftrongly  thirft. 

An    ACROSTIC. 

MUCH  fam'd  on  earth,  renoun'd  for  piety ; 
A  midft  bright  feraphs  now  fmgs  chearfuUy. 
S  acred  thine  anthems  yield  much  pleafure  here  : 
T  hefe  fongs  of  thine  do  truly  charm  the  ear  ^. 
E  ach  line  thou  wrotft  does  admiration  raife; 
R  oufe  up  the  foul  to  true  feraphic  praife. 


I 


R  eligioufly  thy  life  below  was  fpent : 
A  mazing  pleafures  now  thy  foul  content. 
L  ong  didft  thou  labour  in  the  church  below. 
Pointing  out  Ghrift,  the  Lamb  who  faves  from  wo,      -• 
H  eav'n's  bleflednefs  on  fmners  to  beftow.  j 

E  RSKiNE  the  great!  whofe  pen  fpread  far  abroad, 

R  edeeming  love  ;  the  fole  device  of  God. 

S  ubftantial  themes  thy  thoughts  did  much  purfue; 

K  ept  pure  the  truth,  efpous'd  but  by  a  few. 

I  ntegrity  of  heart,  of  foul  ferene  ; 

N  o  friend  to  vice,  no  cloke  to  the  profane  : 

E  mploy'd  thy  talents  to  reclaim  the  vain. 

*  Alluding  to  his  poetical  [>ieces. 
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The  Conclusion. 

Is  this  the  Man  whom  Heav'n  defign'd. 
With  honours  full  to  load  ? 

With  what  enliv'ned  fouls  (hould  wc 
Adore  and  ferve  our  God  ? 

And  if  we  would  thofe  bleffings  fharc. 
Which  makes  the  faints  rejoice ; 

All  vice  abftain,  all  virtue  love, 

And  make  this  God  our  choice. 

Let  us  for  ever  blefs  the  name 

Of  this  exalted  King, 
That  any  of  the  human  tribe 

Heav'n's  anthems  high  do  fing. 


Glasgow,  April? 
15th,  1765.     5 
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SERMON      I.t 


The  SwoRD  of  Justice  avval 
againft  God's  Fellow. 


Z  E  c-Pi.  xiii.  ^. 

Awake,  0  /wordy    againft  my  Shepherd,    and  againjl 

the  man  that  is  my  Fellow^  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts. 

THIS  text,  Sirs,  is  a  very  wonderful  one,  as 
€ver  a  poor  mortal  man  preached  upon  ;  for 
in  it  there  is  a  eloud,  a  black  cloud,  a  cloud 
iof  divine  wrath  and  vengeance,  a  bloody  cloud,  the 
cloud  of  Chriil's  bloody  pa}lion  which  we  are  to  cele- 
brate the  memorials  of  this  day  j  but,  like  the  cloud 
that  led  Ifrael  in  the  Vv^ildernefs,  though  it  had  a  black 
fide  towards  Ghrift,  yet  it  has  a  bright  and  light  fide 
towards  all  the  Ifrael  of  God  ;  for  this  cloud  of  blood 
diftills  in  a  fweet  Ihower  of  bleflings  unto  poor  fm- 
ners :  there  is  a  light  in  this  cloiid  wherein  we  may 
fee  God,    in  Chri/i,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf 

This  verfe  prefents  us  with  a  clear  prediction  of  the 
fufferings  of  Chrifl ;  and  the  difpofition  of  his  dif- 
ciples  thereupon ;  6';w/^ //?£•  Shepherd,  and  the  fheep 
fhall  he  faltered ;  and  I  will  turn  mine  hand  upon  the 
little  ones  :  Which  our  Lord  exprefly  applies  to  him- 
felf, and  his  difciples,  Mat.  xxvi.  31.  Mark  xiv.  27* 
So  that  we  need  not  (land  to  enquire,  of  whom  the 

f  This  was  an  A<fl:!on-fermon,  preached  immediately  before 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  flipper  at  Dunfermline,  July  3d, 
1720.;  and  liath  now  undergone  three  impreffions. 
Vol.  L  D 
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prophet  here,  or  rather,  of  whom  God  here  fpeaks  ; 
for,  the  words  of  our  text  are  the  words  of  God  the 
Father,  giving  orders  and  commilTion  to  the  fword  of 
his  juflice,  to  awake  againll  his  Son,  when  he  had 
undertaken  to  become  our  Surety.  More  particularly, 
in  the  words  you  may  notice  thefe  three  things. 

1.  A  folemn  call  and  fummons  given  to  God's  ven- 
geance, or  vindictive  juftice,  to  rendezvous  its  forces, 
and  march  forth  in  battle  array,  in  all  circumflances 
of  terror  ;  Awake^  0  fword, 

2.  The  party  againll  whom  this  dreadful  battle  is 
proclaimed,  this  terrible  fvvord  is  brandiflied  ;  muft 
it  not  be  againll  fmners  ?  nay,  but  the  fmner's  Surety : 
againji  my  Shepherd^  and  agahji  the  man  that  is  my 
Fellow :  not  againft  the  iheep,  but  the  Shepherd  ;  not 
againll  a  Shepherd  hmply,  iDut  againll  my  Shepherd  : 
not  againll  mankind,  but  a  man  ;  not  againll  a  man 
fimply,  a  mere  man,  but  the  Man  that  is  my  Fellow  ; 
mine  equal, 

3.  By  whofe  orders^  or  at  whofe  Injlance  this  fum- 
mons to  the  bloody  battle  is  given ;  why,  it  is  the 
hord  of  hojis  that  fays  it :  it  is  he  that  gives  the  com- 
million,  and  orders  the  fword  to  be  drawn. 


agai 
ox 

for,  without  Jhedding  of  bloody  there  is  no  remijjton.  It 
is  not  a  charge  to  a  rod  to  correct  him,  but  to  a  Rvord 
to  flay  him  ;  for,  Meffiah^  the  Frince^  muft  be  cut  of\ 
though  not  for  hi?nfelf  Dan.  ix.  26.  It  is  not  the  fword 
of  war  to  which  he  gives  this  charge,  that  he  may 
die  in  the  bed  of  honour ;  but  the  iword  of  juftice, 
that  he  miay  die  as  a  criminal  upon  an  ignominious 
tree.  This  fvvord  muft  awake  againll  him ;  it  mull 
not  reft,  cannot  be  quiet  nor  fatistied,  till  it  be  drunk 
in  his  heart's  blood.  It  is  not  called  upon  to  awake 
and  fright  him,  but  to  awake  and  fnitc  him.  Not 
with  a  lazy  drowfy  blow,  but  an  awakened  one  ;  e- 
ven  a  horrible,  terrible  blow. 

The 
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The  party  againfl  whom  the  fword  is  called  to  awake 
is  very  glorious  ;  the  defcription  of  him  here  is  very 
magnilicent ;  Awake  againjl  my  Shepherd^  and  agahyl 
the  man  that  is  iny  Fellow :  defcribed  in  his  office,  ;??v 
Shepherd;  in  his  perlbn,  God-man,  wj/ ivV/czc.  Men 
thurft  him  through  as  a  fooliili  lliepherd,  and  God 
thurlls  him  through  as  the  good  Shepherd,  as  his  own 
Shepherd,  the  Shepherd  of  his  own  flock,  that  he 
might  purchafe  the  flock  of  God  v/ith  his  own  blood. 
As  Mediator,  he  is  God's  Shepherd,  who  undertook 
to  feed  the  flock,  and  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  flieep : 
and  againfl  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  ;  or,  the  man  my 
Fellow  ;  the  man  who  is  God  as  well  as  man,  who 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God* 

Finally^  The  Party  giving  thefe  orders  to  Incenfed 
juftice  to  awake  againfl  him  is  as  wonderful ;  the  Lord 
of  hojis  ;  that  Jehovah  that  has  all  the  hofls  of  heaven, 
earth,  and  hell  at  his  call :  the  Lord  of  hofls  ;  that  is, 
Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl,  one  God, 
eflentially  confidered,  giving  a  commiilion  to  infinite 
juflice  to  awake  againft  the  fecond  Perfon  of  the  God- 
head, confidered  as  Surety  and  Mediator,  God-man. 

Now,  from  the  words  thus  fhortly  opened,  we 
might  obferve  many  dodrines,  but  I  confine  myfelf 
to  this  one,  namely  ; 

Obser.  T^hat  by  fpecial  orders  from  Jeho-vah,  the 
great  God  ofhojls^  the  man  Chrijl^  his  Shepherd  and  Fel- 
low^ did  fall  a  facrifce  to  the  awakened  fword  of  infinite 
juftice.     Av/ake,   O  fword. 

When  nothing  among  the  creatures  could  be  found 
to  deliver  the  foul  of  the  fmner,  from  going  dov/n  to 
the  pit,  God  himfelf  found  a  ranfom  ;  he  found  an  a- 
tonement.  Job  xxxiii.  24.  b)^  fetting  forth  Chrifl  to 
be  the  propitiation^  through  faith  in  his  blood j  to  declare 
his  right eoufiefs^ — that  hemighthe  juft^  and  the  jufiifter 
of  him  that  believeth  in  Jefus^  Rom.  iii.  25,  26.  We 
fmful  creatures,  both  miniilers  and  people,  fhculd  all 
have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  God's  wrath  and 
vengeance  for  ever,  becaufe  of  our  fins :  but  behold 

D  2  he 


2iB      The  SwORD  of  Justice  aivahned 

he  finds  a  ranfom  ;  he  fets  forth  Chrifl  to  be  the  pro-, 
pitiation.  Whenever  he  is  fet  forth,  the  fword  falls 
upon  him,  and  awakes  againft  him  who  was  the  Shep-» 
herd,  that  the  Iheep  might  efcape. 

I  might  here  premife  many  ufeful  particulars  pre^ 
fuppofed  in  this  doctrine,  namely^  That  it  fuppofes  a 
covenant  of  works  broken^  and  fo  jullice  inraged  againft 
men :  A  covenant  of  redeviptiun  made  ;  a  counfel  of  peace 
between  Jehovah  and  Chrift,  for  man's  relief:  and, 
which  I  reckon  much  the  fame  with  the  former,  a  co-* 
'venant  of  grace  ejiablijhed  in  Chriji  ;  he  engaging  to 
fulfil  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  works,  which  we 
had  broken  ;  to  obey  the  law,  which  we  had  tranf- 
grefied  ;  to  fatisfy  the  juftice,  which  we  had  offended  ;• 
to  bear  the  wrath,  which  we  had  incurred ;  where- 
upon the  fword  of  the  Lord  awakes  againft  him,  and 
all  the  fquadrons  of  enraged  fury  m^arch  forth  againft 
him,  wil;h  infinite  horror  and  terror  :  Awake ^  0  fword,, 
againft  my  Shepherd. — But  omitting  all  that  might  be 
fuppofed,  and  prefuppcfed  to  this  doftrine,  I  ftiall  en- 
deavour to  confine  myfelf  as  clofely  as  poffible  to  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  text  and  doctrine,  by  profecuting 
k  in  the  following  method  ;  namely, 

I.  To  enquire  into  the  charaBero{\^\t  perfon  againft. 

^^hom  this  fword  does  awake. 
'11.  The  nature  and  quality  of  this  fword  that  did  a- 

wake  againft  him. 

III.  How  this  fword  did  awake  againft  him ;  by 
fliewing  what  may  be  imported  in  this  expreflion, 
Azvakc^  0  fword* 

IV.  What  fpecial  hand  the  Lord  Jehovah^  the 
Lord  of  hofts,  had  in  ordering  or  calling  of  this 
fword  to  awake  againft  this  glorious  perfon. 

V.  The  reafons.  of  the  doctrine,  w^hy  the  Lord  of 
hofts  ordered  the  fword  of  juftice  to  awake  a- 
gainft  his  Shepherd,  and  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow. 

VI.  Draw  fo.me  inferences  for  the  application  of 
the  whole,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  work  of  the 
4ay. 

I.  Who 
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I.  Who  is  this  that  the  fword  of  juflice  muft  awake 
againfl  ?  The  charader  of  the  perfon  is  very  great 
and  glorious,  in  the  words  of  our  text,  My  Shepherd y 
the  man  that  is  Jiiy  Fellow  ;  that  is,  in  fh'ort,  God- 
man  Mediator ;  for,  being  here  defcribed  in  his  per- 
fon  and  office,  I  fhall  touch  a  httle  at  both  in  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

I.  His  divine  nature,  as  God's  Fellow.  2.  His 
human  nature,  the  jjian  that  is  my  Fellow.  3.  The 
conjundion  of  both  thefe  in  one  perfon.  The  ??ia?^ 
that  IS  my  Fellow.  4.  His  mediatorial  office,  my  Shep- 
herd, 

jjl,  Confider  this  account  we  have  of  his  divine 
nature ;  my  fellow,  faith  the  Lord  of  hojis.  Let 
Arians  and  Socinians  blafpheme  this  wonderful  per- 
fon, here  is  an  article  of  our  creed,  that  Chrift  is  God's 
Fellow,  God's  equal.  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God^ 
thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God :  and  there- 
fore he  himfelf  fays,  John  x.  30.  I  and  my  Father  are 
one.  But  here  confider,  i.  Wherein  he  is  God's  Fel- 
low: and,  2.  Why,  as  our  Redeemer,  it  behoved  him 
to  be  God's  Fellow. 

I.  Wherein,  or  in  whdX  refped  is  he  God's  Fellow? 
I  anfwer.  He  is  God's  Fellow,  not  as  he  is  Mediator, 
taking  upon  him  xhtforjn  of  a  fervant^  and  becoming 
the  Father* s  fervant  in  the  work  of  our  redemption  ;■ 
but  he  is  God's  Fellow  in  thefe  fix  refpecls. 

( I .)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  oi  nature  and  e [fence ; 
Chrift  is  God  eflentially,  as  well  as  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  though  perfonally  diflimSl  from  both ; 
for,  neither  the  Father  nor  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  incar- 
nate, or  took  on  our  nature,  but  Chrift  the  fecond  perfon 
of  the  glorious  Trinity :  who,  though  perfonally 
diftindl,  yet  is  elTentially  one  with  the  Father  and 
Spirit,  John  i.  i.  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and 
the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  word  was  God, :  And 
it  is  fure  there  is  but  one  God,  Deut.  vi.  4.  Hear,  0 
Ifrael,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord,  one  Jekovah. 
I  Cor.  viii  4.  In  Chrift  our  Redeemer  dwells  all  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  CoL  ii.  9.  There  are  three 

that 
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that  bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father^  the  Wordy  and 
the  Holy  Ghoji^  and  thefe  three  are  one^  i  John  v.  7. 
and  in  the  penult  verfe  of  that  chapter,  We  know  that 
the  Son  of  God  is  come^  and  has  given  us  an  iinderjiand- 
ing  to  know  him  that  is  true  ;  and  we  are  in  him  that  is 
true,  even  in  his  Son  jfefus  Chrifl :  this  is  the  true 
Cody  and  eternal  life, 

(2.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  oi property  ;  even 
in  all  his  efTential  properties,  which  is  much  the  fame 
-with  the  former.  Is  God  omnipotent  ?  fo  is  Chrift  ; 
he  is  the  %uonderful  counfellor,  the  mighty  God,  Is  God 
omniprefent  ?  fo  is  Chrifh ;  Lo  I  am  vjith  you  always, 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  Is  God  omnifcient  "^  fo  is 
Chrift ;  lihou  that  knozuefi  all  things,  kjiowejl  that  I 
love  thee^  fays  Peter.  Is  God  unchangeable  ?  fo  is 
Chrift  ;  'The  fame  yefter  day,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  Is  God 
eternal  ?  fo  is  Chrift  ;  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am  : 
He  is  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  the  only  wife  God. 
He  is  God's  Fellow  in  all  thefe  refpeds. 

(3.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  will  and  con- 
Cent ;  what  the  Father  wills,  Chrift  wills  :  hence  it 
was  his  meet  and  drink  to  do  his  Father'' s  will,  who 
fent  him ;  /  delight  io  do  thy  will,  0  7ny  God,  It  is 
true,  as  man,  he  had  a  will  diftinO:  from  his  will  as 
God,  and  fo  diverfe  from  the  Father's  will  ;  though 
yet  this  did  ad  ftill  in  fubordination  to  the  will  of 
God ;  hence  when  the  bitter  cup  is  put  to  his  mouth, 
he  prays,  0  my  Father,  if  it  be  thy  ivill  let  this  cuppafs 
from  me  :  neverthelefs  not  7ny  will,  but  ihine  be  done  : 
yet,  as  God,  his  will  is  one,  and  the  fame  with  the 
Father's  v/ilL 

(4.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  zvork ;  John 
V.  1 7.  My  Father  %uorketh  hitherto,  and  I  work,  Chrift's 
works  are  not  only  like  unto  the  Father's,  but  the 
fame  in  fubftance,  as  flowing  from  one  and  the  fame 
elfence  and  power  ;  for,  What  things  foever  the  Father 
doth,  thefe  alfo  doth  the  Son  likewife,  John  v.  19.  He 
ads  not  as  an  inftrument  fubordinate  ;  but,  as  there 
is  an  unity  in  the  work,  fo  alfo  in  the  manner  of  it ; 
by  the  fame  power,  wifdonj,  liberty,  and  authority ; 

only 
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only  the  order  of  operation  being  obferved  :  and  we 
find  all  the  works  proper  to  God,  afcribed  to  Chrift ; 
as  creation,  All  things  were  made  by  him  :  Prefervation, 
Upholding  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  power  :  Re- 
demption ;  the  donation  of  the  Spirit ;  raifmg  himfelf 
from  the  dead  ;  theinilitution  of  ordinances  and  offices 
in  his  church  ;  and  the  judging  the  world  :  in  all  thefe 
he  is  God's  Fellow. 

(5.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  honour  and  wor- 
JJoip  :  all  men  are  to  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  ho- 
nour the  Father  ;  they  are  to  believe  in  him,  Te  believe 
in  God,  believe  alfo  in  me,  John  xiv.  i . ;  they  are  to 
hope  and  truil  in  him,  Kifs  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry ^ 
and  ye  perifh  from  the  w^ay.  If  once  his  wrath  begin  to 
burn,  blejfed  are  all  they  that  trufi  in  him, 

(6.)  He  is  God's  Fellow  in  point  of  happinefs  and 
felicity,   Rom.  ix.   5.    Of  whom,    concerning  the  flefhj 
Chriji  came,  who  is  over  all,  God  blejfed  for  ever.  Amen, 
As  he  was  bleifed  and  happy  from  all  eternity  in  his 
Father's  bofibm,  being  ever  by  him,  and  brought  up 
with  him,  and  being  daily  his  delight ;  rejoicing  always 
'  before  him  ;  and  rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  his  delights  with  the  fons  of  men,  Prov.  viii. 
30,  31. :  So  he  ever  was,  and  will  be,  blefled  with  him. 
It  is  true,  there  v/as  a  time  when  the  Son  of  God  was 
humbled ;  when  this  God,  blelTed  for  ever,  became 
a  curfe  for  us  ;  but  notwithftanding,  his  eifential  glory 
Was  never  diminifhed ;  as  God,  he  w^as  as  happy  and 
bleifed  on  the  crofs,    and  in  the  grave,    as  ever  he 
was. — Well,  thus,    as  God,    is  he  every  way   God's 
Fellow.     O  !  how  fearfully  was  he  humbled !  God's 
Fellow,  and  yet  a  babe,  a  fervant,  a  fufferer.  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  juftice.     The  Governor 
of  all  becomes  a  fubject :   lliould  an  emperor  become 
a  fly,  it  w^ould  not  be  fuch  a  humiliation.     O  !  how 
fadiy  v/as  the  world  mijflaken  about  Chrifl,  that  took 
him  to  be  a  bafe  fellow,  a  pitiful  fellow  !  but  little  did 
they  know  that  he  was  God's  Fellow.     O  !  how  glo- 
rious is  the  love  of  Chrifl  to  fmners !  God's  Fellow 
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receiving  the  ftroak  of  the  fword  of  divine  juflice  ill 
their  room. 

2.  Why  he  behoved  to  be  God's  Fellow  that  was 
our  Redeemer  ?  It  v/as  neceflary  that  our  Redeemer 
fliould  be  God's  Fellow  ; 

( I .)  In  regard  of  merit :  his  obedience  to  the  death 
could  not  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  law  and  the  Law- 
giver ;  to  be  a  full  ranfom,  and  a  full  price  of  re- 
demption, if  it  had  not  been  truly  and  properly  meri- 
torious ;  and  this  it  could  not  be,  if  he  had  not  been 
God's  equal,  as  well  as  man.  Our  fms  were  an  infi- 
nite evil,  and  God's  juflice  required  infinite  fatisfadi- 
on :  now,  there  could  be  no  fatisfaction,  of  infinite 
value ;  but  by  a  perfon  of  infinite  value ;  and  there 
is  no  fuch  perfon,  but  God :  and  therefore  our  Re- 
deemer mull  be  God's  equal,  otherwife  he  could  not 
give  the  fatisfaction  required. 

(2.)  In  regard  of  power ;  our  Redeemer  mufl  be 
fuch  an  one  as  could  go  through  all  the  difficulties 
that  lay  in  the  way  of  redemption,  triumphing  over  all 
oppofition  from  God,  men,  and  devils,  from  heaven, 
earth,  and  hell.  The  weakefl  of  thefe  were  too 
flrong  for  human  nature ;  therefore  that  our  Re- 
deemer might  overcome  death,  bind  the  flrong  man* 
break  dov/n  the  gates  of  hell,  cut  in  funder  the  bar  of 
fin,  he  mufl  be  God  as  well  as  man,  even  God's  e- 
qual,  God's  fellov/.  And  that  he  might  be  able  for 
the  application,  as  well  as  the  impetration  of  man's 
redemption,  not  only  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoji^  all 
them  that  come  to  God  through  him,  but  able  to  draw 
poor  flubborn  fouls  to  himfelf,  by  his  own  power,  and 
make  them  willine". 

(3.)  Our  Redeemer  mufl  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  dignity  of  the  work  :  his  honour  and  dignity,  in 
being  a  Redeemer  and  Mediator  between  God  and 
men,  was  too  great  for  any  creature,  fuppofmg  any 
creature  had  been  able  for  it ;  this  crown  of  glory  was 
not  fitting  for  any  mere  creature's  head.  An  office 
of  dignity,  on  an  unworthy  perfon,  is  mofl  unfuitable ; 
this  dignity  was  fo  great,    that  even  Chrifl  himfelf, 

though 
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though  God's  equal,  might  not  take  it  upon  him,  till 
he  was  called  to  it  of  God,  Heb.  v.  4,  c;, 

(4.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow,  in  regard 
of  the  covenant  of  grace  ^  which  was  the  ground-work 
and  foundeition  of  all :  fmce  our  Redeemer  was  to 
make  a  covenant  with  God  for  us^  it  was  necelfary 
that  he  ihould  be  with  God  at  the  making  of  it,  and 
know  the  depths  of  God's  counfel  in  it,  and  perfectly 
know  for  whom  he  was  to  fatisfy,  and  upon  what  con* 
dition.  Now,  this  covenant  being  as  antient  as  eter- 
nity ;  and  feeing  God  ihould  have  our  Redeemer  by 
him,  to  conclude  the  covenant  and  bargain  with  him, 
who  of  all  the  creatures  were  capable  of  this  ?  who, 
of  all  the  creatures  have  known  the  mind  of  the  Lordy 
£ind  being  bis  counfcllor  have  taught  him  f  God  might 
have  faid  to  all  the  creatures,  as 'to  Job,  in  another 
cafe,  Job  xxxviii.  4.  Whc?'e  wafi  thou  when  I  laid 
the  foundatio?is  of  the  earth  f  Where  were  you  wiien  the 
plot  of  redemption  was  laid  ?  when  the  names  of  my 
redeemed  ones  were  put  in  the  book  of  life  ?  But 
our  Redeemer  was  then  by  hi?n^  Prov.  viii.  30.  Hebe* 
comes  our  everlafting  Father  ;  begetting  us,  with  the 
Father,  in  the  womb  of  eternal  eledion. 

(5,)  Our  Redeemer  mufl  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  place  he  was  to  have  in  the  covenant,  with  re- 
fpecl  to  God :  who  among  all  mere  creatures  was  fit  to 
have  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  to 
him  ?  Power  to  bequeath  fuch  bleiTmgs  as  peace,  par- 
don, reconcihation,  juftihcation,  and  eternal  life ; 
power  by  his  blood  to  confirm  and  eftablifli  all  the 
promifes  of  the  covenant  ?  Chrift  Jefus  did,  th'ough 
the  eterrial  Spirit,  (that  is,  his  Godhead,)  offer  up 
hhnfelf  without  fpot  to  God ;  and  then  the  apoftle  in- 
fers, for  this  caufe^  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  new  tefla* 
ment :  yea,  Chrill  was  to  be  Surety  of  this  teflament ; 
Surety  for  God  to  us  ;  to  make  out  all  the  bleffings 
and  promifes  of  the  covenant  to  us  ;  and  Surety  for 
MS  to  God,  to  fatisfy  law  and  juftice  in  our  room  ;  what 
creature  was  able  to  do  this  ?  or  if  any  creature  fliould 
Vol.  I.  E 
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be  fuppofed  to  be  able,  was  it  fit  that  God  fliould  put 
luch  a  truft  in  any  creature  ?  No. 

(6.)  Our  Redeemer  muft  be  God's  Fellow  in  regard 
of  the  place  he  was  to  have  with  refped  to  us  :  our  Re- 
deemer mufl  be  the  object  of  our  faith  and  love ;  what 
creature  in  heaven,  or  in  earth,  could  be  a  fufficient 
prop  and  foundation  for  our  faith  ?  Had-  any  mere 
creature  undertaken  to  be  our  Redeemer,  we  could 
never  fully  have  depended  upon  him,  but  would  al- 
ways been  afraid  he  had  mifcarried  :  therefore  it  was 
requifite  to  quiet  our  fears,  that  our  Redeemer  fhould 
be  God's  Fellow;  fee  Ifa.  xxxv.  3.  He  is  God^  there- 
fore  fear  not :  our  hearts  could  never  have  been  at  full 
reft  otherwife.  I  remember,  w^ien  Ifrael  were  going 
through  the  v/ildernefs,  they  were  to  meet  with  much 
oppofition  ;  God  promifes  to  fend  an  angel  with  them  ; 
it  is  faid,  all  the  people  mourned  for  thefe  evil  tidings^ 
that  God  himfelf  would  not  go  up ;  yea,  Mofes  him- 
felf  was  fearful  of  the  mifmanagement  of  a  mere  an- 
gel ;  therefore  fays  Mofes,  If  thou  go  not  'with  us^  car^ 
ry  us  7iot  up  hence ^  Exod.  xxxiii.  2,  3,  4,  15.  And 
again,  ver.  12.  "Thou  haft  not  let  me  know  whom  thou 
vjOilt  fend»  They  thought  his  fending  of  an  angel,  was 
as  good  as  his  fending  none  at  all.  Thu?,  you  fee, 
people's  fears  would  never  be  quieted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  an  angel,  though  one  of  them  was  able  to 
deilroy  a  whole  hoil  in  one  night :  even  fo,  our  hearts 
could  never  be  at  reft,  though  God  fent  an  angel  for 
our  deliverance  !  therefore  God  fent  his  own  Son, 
his  Fellow,  that  he  might  fully  truft  him,  and  depend 
upon  him  ;  that  we  might  place  all  our  fatisfa£lion  in 
him,  as  a  full  portion,  fo  as  to  feek  no  further. — Thus 
you  fee,  he  is  God's  Fellow ;  and  why,  as  our  Re- 
deemer, he  behoved  to  be  fo, 

idhj^  Confider  the  account  we  have  of  his  human 
nature^  Ihe  man  that  is  my  Fellow,  Here  I  would 
ihew  vou,  i.  What  kind  of  a  man  Chrift  became. 
2.  Whv  our  Redeemer  behoved  to  be  a  'man, 

I .  What  kind  of  a  man  he  become  ?  Why,  "The 
Word  was  made  fcjh^    and  dwelt  among  us  :  Great  is 

the 
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the  myjiery  of  godlinefs^  God  manifejledin  the  jlejh  :  He 
took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels^  but  the  feed  of  Ahra- 
hanu     More  particularly, 

(i.)  He  was  a  poor  man;  a  man  very  poor  and 
mean  in  outward  refpects  :  poor  in  his  birth  ;  he  was 
not  born  of  a  queen,  nor  laid  in  a  palace  ;  but  born 
of  a  poor  virgin,  and  laid  in  a  manger  :  He  was  poor 
in  his  life  ;  feveral  people  m'mijlred  to  him  of  their  fub- 
fiance  :  yea,  The  foxes  had  holes ^  and  the  birds  of  the 
air  had  nefts^  but  the  fon  of  mail  had  not  where  to  lay 
his  head,  Though  he  was  rich^  yet  fr  our  fakes  he  be- 
came poor.  Let  not  poor  people  quarrel  at  their  lot ; 
Chrifl,  God's  equal,  was  a  poor  man. 

(2.)  He  was  a  dijireffed  man ;  A  man  of  furrows^ 
nnd  acquainted  with  griefs  :  a  man  of  the  lame  infir^ 
mities  with  us,  except  fmful  ones  :  In  all  things  it  be- 
hoved him  to  be  like  unto  his  brethren  ;  that  he  f?iight  be 
a  merciful  and  faithful  High 'prieft^  Heb.  ii.  17.;  and, 
He  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are^  yet  without 
fin^  Heb.  iii.  15.  He  was  hungry,  thirfly,  weary, 
tempted,  afflifted,  and  every  way  diflreued.  Let  no 
diltrefled  perfon  think  it  ftrange  that  they  are  fo,  fmce 
God's  Fellow  was  a  diftreiTed  man. 

(3.)  He  was  a  true  man  ;  he  had  a  true  body  and  a 
reafonable  foul :  his  body  was  nailed  to  the  tree  ;  they 
pierced  his  hands  and  his  feet :  his  foul  was  exceed- 
ing forrowful,  even  unto  death.  As  man  he  went 
through  all  the  ages  of  men  ;  firfl,  he  was  conceived ; 
then,  he  was  a  babe  ;  next,  a  youth ;  and  at  iail,  came 
to  the  perfed  ftature  of  a  man.     But, 

(4.)  He  was  a  good  man,  an  holy  man ;  immacu- 
late was  the  conception  of  the  holy  child  Jefus :  we 
come  defiled  into  the  world,  but  Chrifl  brought  no 
fm  into  the  world  with  him  ;  and  all  the  devils  could 
not  make  him  fin  ;  for,  The  prince  of  this  world  could 
find  nothing  in  him^  either  of  original  or  a6:ual  fm : 
He  zvas  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin  ;  but  was 
holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feperate  from  f.nners. 
Never  was  there  fuch  an  holy  man  upon  earth :  fee 
Heb.  V.  7.  He' was  heard,  in  that  he  feared ;  or,  he 
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was  heard  for  his  piety  and  holinefs.  Since  Adam  fell, 
never  was  there  a  man  but  this,  that  was  heard  and 
accepted  of  God  for  his  own  piety  and  hohnefs. 

(5.)  He  was  a  wife  man  the  wifeft  man  that  ever 
was :  Solomon  was  very  wife,  but  behold,  a  wife? 
than  Solomon  is  here.  He  anfwered  the  learned  doc- 
tors, to  their  amazement,  when  he  was  twelve  years 
old :  Yea,  all  that  heard  him  w^ere  aflonilhed  at  his 
underflanding  and  anfwers,  Luke  ii.  47.  And  fome- 
times  afl^ied  queilions  to  which  no  man  v/as  able  to 
anlwer  a  word,  nor  durfl  aik  him  any  more  quejiions^ 
Mat.  xxii.  46.  and  no  w^onder,  for  he  was  the  power 
of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God ;  and  in  him  are  hid  all 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knaivledge :  and  hence  he 
revealed  the  glorious  truths  that  were  before  conceal- 
ed.   He  was  a  wife  man  indeed.     Yet, 

(6.)  He  was  a  mortal  man  as  we  are,  and  he  actual- 
ly died  as  we  mud ;  he  was  put  to  a  painful  and  fliame- 
ful  death  ;  and  his  curfed  death,  which  yet  we  may 
call  his  bleil'ed  death,  we  are  to  commemorate  this 
day.  This  man  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fv/ord 
of  infinite  jullice  ;  the  Shepherd  was  fmitten  and  (lain, 
for  he  was  a  mortal  man  ;  '  if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him  a 
^  man,'  as  Jofephus,  a  Jew,  faid.     For, 

In  a  word,  he  is  a  wonderful  man  ;  to  all  eternity 
his  name  fnall  be  called  wonderful^  Ifa.  ix.  6.  This 
v/onderful  man  is  our  peace-maker  with  God ;  'This 
tnan  fnall  he  the  peace  when  the  Affyrian  cometh  into  our 
land.  This  wonderful  man  is  our  onlv  covert  from 
the  furious  florm  of  divine  wrath  ;  A  man  Jloall  be  &n 
hiding-place  from,  the  florm,  and  a  covert  frcmi  the  tern- 
fefi.     But, 

2.  Why  mufl  our  Redeemer  be  a  man  ?  Why,  for 
the  following  reafons. 

(i.)  He  muif  be  a  man  in  regard  of  the  tranfaclion 
betv/een  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Not  only  was  God's 
truth  engaged  in  the  promife,  that  the  feed  of  the  wo- 
man fhouid  be  fent ;  that  to  us  a  child  fhoidd  be  born, 
to-  us  a  Son  given,  and  that  a  virgin  ihould  bring  forth 
■:  Cor.,  and  call  his  iiame  Immaiiuely     God  with  us,  God 
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in  our  nature  ;  and  not  only  was  God,  in  his  infinite 
wifdom,  refolved,  in  the  weaknefs  of  our  nature,  to 
perfect  his  own  flrength,  and  get  the  greater  glory ; 
and  that  as  by  one  viands  difobedience^  many  were  made 
Jinners  ;  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one^  many  Jhoidd  be  ?nade 
righteous  ;  but  alfo,  it  being  agreed  between  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  or 
grace,  that  the  Son  fhould  offer  up  a  facrifice  for  us ; 
it  was  alfo  agreed,  that  there  mufl  be  fomewhat  to 
ofer^  Heb.  vjii.  3.  Somewhat  of  greater  value  than  all 
the  world  ;  for,  nothing  could  be  a  fufficient  facrifice 
for  the  expiation  of  fin.  If  Chrift  had  not  been  man, 
he  could  have  had  nothing  to  offer  up  as  a  facrifice  to 
God :  God  himfelf  provided  a  facrifice,  as  he  did  a 
ram  in  the  room  of  Ifaac :  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
woiddjl  not ;  a  body  haji  thou  prepared  me.  This  body, 
this  facrifice,  was  provided  in  the  counfel  of  peace ; 
and  being  thus  provided,  Chrift  comes  chearfully 
to  offer  it,  Lo^  I  come  ;  /  delight  to  do  thy  ivill^  0  ??ij 
God, 

(2.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  us  ;  he  would 
not  have  redeemed  us,  if  according  to  the  law,  the 
right  of  redemption  had  not  belonged  to  him  as  our 
kinfman,  Lev.  xxv.  25.;  and  being  man,  he  is  fit  to 
communicate  to  us  the  things  of  God  in  fuch  a  w^ay, 
as  we  are  capable  to  receive.  If  God  fhould  appear  to 
us  immediately,  in  his  terrible  glory,  we  would  be 
afraid  of  him,  as  Ifrael  were,  and  run  away  from 
him ;  and  hide  ourfelves,  as  Adam  did :  yea,  thus 
we  have  a  merciful  High-prieft,  that  is  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  As  man  he  had  expe- 
rience of  our  afflidions :  are  we  forrowful  ?  fo  was 
he  ;  Sorrowful^  even  unto  death  :  are  we  grieved  ?  he 
was  acquainted  with  grief:  are  we  in  poverty  ?  fo  was 
he  :  are  we  fmitten  ?  fo  was  he  :  are  we  deferted  ?  fo 
was  he  :  having  a  natural  fibnefs  to  us,  being  bone  of 
our  bone,  and  flefti  of  our  fiefh. 

(3.)  He  muft  be  a  man  in  regard  of  juftice :  juftice 
required  that  the  fame  nature  that  finned  fhould  be 
punifhed  for  fin,  and  make  fatisfaftion  for  fin.    God 
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faid,  The  foul  that  finneth  jld all  die :  now,  die  we  mufl^ 
either  in  our  own  perfons,  or  in  our  Surety,  in  our 
own  nature.  If  any  angel  had  fulfilled  the  law,  what 
had  that  been  to  us  ?  if  any  angel  had  fufiered  God's 
\^rath,  what  had  that  been  to  us,  to  man  ?  Though 
God  allowed  the  change,  or  commutation  of  perfons, 
yet  not  the  commutation  of  natures  ;  the  fame  nature 
that  fmned  mull  fuffer. 

(4.)  He  mud  be  a  man  in  refped  of  the  devil ;  the 
devil  conquered  man,  and  man  mufl  conquer  the  devil : 
Satan  mufl  be  foiled  by  the  fame  nature  that  was  foiled 
by  him  ;  The  feed  of  the  ivoman  muji  hriiife  the  head  of 
the  ferpent.  For  this  caife^  therefore^  the  Son  of  God 
was  manife^fted  in  our  fejh^  that  he  might  defiroy  the 
works  of  the  devil, 

(5.)  He  mufl  be  man  in  regard  oi  fin^  which  mufl 
be  cured  by  the  contrary  antidote.  Our  fm  was  pride, 
Gen.  iii.  5. :  being  but  men  we  defired  to  be  gods ; 
therefore  the  cure  is  by  humility,  wherefore  God  be*, 
comes  man.  Man  broke  the  law,  and  man  mufl  keep 
the  law  :  by  our  fm  we  tranfgreffed  the  boundaries  of 
God's  law ;  Chrifl,  therefore,  is  7nade  of  a  woman^ 
made  under  the  law.  Sin  defaced  the  glory  of  God, 
therefore  he  who  is  the  hrightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ^ 
and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon,,  becomes  of  no  repu- 
tation ;  and  comes  in  the  form  of  a  fervant.  Sin  is  a 
Deicide,  flriking  at  the  being  of  God,  feeking  his 
life  ;  therefore  he  that  had  a  life  equal  with  God's, 
laid  down  his  life,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  this  wrong. 
Awake  ^  0  fword^  again  ft  the  man  that  is  my  Fellozu. 

(6.)  He  mufl  be  a  man  in  regard  of  paffahility  or 
fufferitigs  ;  Without  fuffering^  or  Jhading  of  bloody  there 
was  ho  remijfion.  He  that  will  fave  us  then,  mufl  die 
for  us,  and  flied  his  blood  for  us ;  which  he  could 
not  do,  had  he  been  merely  God  ;  For  God  is  a  Spirit, 
He  becomes  man,  that  he  may  be  in  cafe  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  juftice  :  juflice  could  not  get  at  him  with  one 
flroak  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  was  man,  then.  Awake ^  0 
fword^  againft  the  jnan  that  is  my  Fellozv^  faith  the  Lord 
of  kojls.     But,  why  could  not  the  fword  of  juftice  a- 
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wake  againll  him  till  he  was  man  ?  Why,  as  God,  fin 
could  not  get  hold  of  him  ;  and  fo  jullice  could  not 
get  a  hit  of  him  for  fm  :  the  law  could  not  challange 
him ;  the  curfe  could  not  reach  him :  but  whenever 
he  becomes  man,  our  Surety,  then  they  all  flee  about 
him ;  and  compafs  him  about  like  bulls  of  Baihan. 
As  he  becomes  man  for  us,  he  becomes  fin  for  us ; 
and  then  he  lay  open  to  the  curfe  ;  and  juftice  took 
him  by  the  throat ;  the  fword  awaked.  When  Chrifl 
faw  the  dreadful  fword  of  wrath,  that  was  to  be  thrufl 
through  his  heart,  indeed  it  put  the  man  to  his  knees, 
Father^  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  ;  the  human  nature 
trembled,  and  fwate  great  drops  of  blood,  in  his  pro- 
leptic  agony :  However,  the  man  was  God  as  well 
as  man  ;  and  therefore  he  wreflled  through.  This 
might  lead  me, 

3^/j/,  To  fhew  you  the  need  of  his  being  both  God 
and  man  in  o?ie  per/on  :  The  ??ian^  God's  Fellow,  The 
caufe  of  God,  and  the  caufe  of  man  is  referred  to 
Chrift ;  therefore  he  partakes  of  both  natures,  that 
he  may  be  faithful  to  God,  and  merciful  to  man  :  a  fit 
Mediator  between  God  and  man,  to  lay  his  hand  upon 
both  parties,  while  he  partakes  of  both  natures. — 
Our  Redeemer  mufl  be  both  fubjecl  to  the  law,  and 
fulfil  the  law  meritoriouily  :  now,  if  he  had  not  been 
man,  he  could  not  be  fubje£l  to  the  law ;  and  if  he 
had  not  been  God,  he  could  not  have  merited  by  ful- 
filling the  law ;  but  now,  being  God-man,  by  his  o- 
bedience,  he  hath  magnified  the  law^  and  made  it  ho' 
7ioiirahle, — Our  Redeemer  was  to  give  his  ioui  an  of- 
fering for  fm :  now,  if  he  had  not  been  man,  he 
could  not  have  had  a  foul  to  offer  ;  if  he  had  not  been 
God,  his  foul  could  not  have  upheld  itfelf ;  but  mufl 
have  died  vwhen  his  foul  was  exceeding  forrowful  even 
unto  death :  but  now,  his  divine  nature  did  fupport 
his  human  body,  and  his  human  foul,  under  the 
weight  of  that  burden  which  would  have  crufhed  a 

world  of  men  and  angels. Our  Redeemer  muft 

both  fufier  and  fatisfy :  now,  if  he  had  not  been  man, 
he  could  not  have  fufFered ;  and  if  he  had  not  been 

God, 
/ 
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God,  he  could  not  have  given  fatisfadion  by  his  fuf- 
ferings :  but,  being  God-man,  his  fufFerings  are  dig- 
nified with  infinite  value  and  virtue. — Our  Redeemer 
mud  both  die  for  us,  and  conquer  death  :  now,  if  he 
had  not  been  man,  he  could  not  have  died ;  and  there- 
fore he  took  on  our  nature,  that  he  might  tq/ie  death 
for  every  man  :  if  he  had  not  been  God,  he  could  not 
have  deflroyed  death,  conquered  death ;  but  now,  he 
is  declared  to  he  the  Son  of  God  with  power ^  by  his  re- 
furredion  from  the  dead.  There  is  the  man  that  is 
God's  Fellow.     But  now, 

^thly^  Confider  the  account  we  have  of  his  mediato- 
ry office,  My  Shepherd.     Here  you  may  a  little  view, 

1.  How  he  comes  to    be  called  a  Shepherd,     And, 

2.  How  the  Lord  of  hofls  comes  to  call  him  his  Shep- 
herd ;  My  Shepherd, 

I.  Then,  how  he  is  called  2i  Shepherd,  This  will  ap- 
pear by  noticing  a  few  fcriptures  wherein  he  is  fo  de- 
figned.  He  is  called  the  Jhepherd  of  Ifrael,  Pfal.  Ixxx. 
I.  He  is  called  thefiepherd  of  fouls  ^  i  Pet.  ii.  25. 
Tou  were  like  floeep  gone  aflray^  hut  you  are  returned  to 
the  fnepherd  and  hifhop  of  your  fouls.  He  is  called  the 
good  fJjepherd^  John  x.  11.  /  a?n  the  good  fhepherd* 
O  but  it  fets  him  well  to  commend  himfelf !  /  ain  the 
good  Jhepherd ;  the  good  fhcpherd  gives  his  life  for  his 
fheep.  He  is  called  the  great pepherd,  Heb.  xiii.  20. 
Now^  the  God  of  peace  ^  that  brought  again  from  the  dead, 
that  great  fhepherd  of  the  fheep ^  by  the  blood  of  the  ever^ 
la/iifig  covenant  J  make  you  perfect^  etc.  He  is  called 
the  chief  fJoepherd^  1  Pet.  v.  4.  When  the  chief  fhepherd 
fhall  appear^  ye  fhall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth 
not  azvay.  He  has  all  the  qualities  of  a  good  and 
great  fhepherd.  Does  a  fhepherd  take  care  to  provide 
for  his  flock  and  feed  them  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  l^he  Lord 
is  7ny  fl^cpherd^  I  Jhail  not  want.  He  feeds  his  flock  like 
a  fhepherd  J  Ifa.  xl.  11.  He  feeds  them  with  the  bread 
of  life.  Does  a  fliepherd  tvater  his  flock  ?  fo  does 
Chrift ;  he  gives  them  not  only  meat  for  their  nou- 
rishment, but  drink  for  the  refrefhment  of  his  weary 
fiock,  even  the  water  of  life,    that  flows  from  below 

the 
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the  throne,  through  the  conduit  of  the  gofpel ;  by 
which  I  underiland  the  Spirit,  that  zvell  of  ivater 
fpringing  up  to  everlaft'mg  life ;  and  the  influences  of 
his  grace,  by  which  he  flrengthens,  purifies,  and 
comforts  his  people. — — —Does  a  fliepherd  lead  his 
flock  to  convenient  paflures  ?  fo  does  Chrill ;  Give 
ear^  0  Shepherd  of  Ifrael^  thou  that  leadeji  Jofeph  like 
a  flock.  He  leads  the?u  to  green  paflures^  aiid  befide  the 
Jilll  waters  of  Gofpel-ordinances  and  promifes :  and 
thefe  paftures  are  fweeter  to  them  than  honey  or  the 

honey-comb, -Does  the  fhepherd  he&l  his  diilrelfed 

flock  ?  fo  does  Chrifl ;  his  name  is  Jchovah-Rophl^  I 
am  the  Lord  that  healeth  thee.  Is  there  any  here  that 
are  poor  difeafed  fheep,  plagued  with  atheifni,  un- 
belief, enmity^  and  pride  ?  plagued  with  a  backflid- 
ing  heart  ?  what  think  you  of  that  Ihepherd  that  fays, 
/  will  heal  your  hackflidlngs^  and  love  you  freely,— Viot^ 
the  ihepherd  feek  out  the  loft  fhee^  till  he  lind  it  ?  fo 
does  Chrift  ;  He  came  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which 
was  lojH,-— Dots  the  fhepherd  take  fpeclal  care  of  the 
poor  tender  Iheep,  that  is  fo  far  behind  that  it  can 
hardly  follow  the  flock  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  He  gathers 
the  lambs  in  his  arms^  carries  them  in  his  bofom^    and 

gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with  young, Does  the 

Ihepherd  prevent  \\\tfiraylng  of  the  flieep,  and  bring 
back  fuch  as  go  aftray  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  he  prevents 
their  total  apoftacy,  according  to  his  covenant,  Jer. 
xxxii.  4c.     /  will  make  an  everhfiing  covenant  with 
them^  that  I  will  not  turn  azvay  from  them^  to  do  them 
good  ;  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts^  that  they 
fhall  not  depart  from  me.     Hence  comes  it,    that  his 
flieep  never  go  back  into  perdition,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  24. 
Though  he  fall^  he  fhall  not  utterly  be  cafl  down  ;  for 
the  Lord  upholds  him  with  his  hand.     Hence   comes 
their  recoveries   after  falls,  becaufe  this  fhepherd  ga- 
thers   and  brings   back  his   ftraying    flieep.     See    a 
fweet  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  11,  12, 
13,  16,  2  7.  compared  particularly  with  verf.  16.    As 
this  may  be  a  fv/eet  word  to  poor  flieep,    that  have 
nothing,  and  fee  they   have  nothing ;    no  good,   no 
grace,    no  faith,    no  love,   no  repentance,    no  good 
Vol.   L  F 
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qualifications  of  their  own,  nothing  to  recommend 
them  to  God,  but  their  want  and  neceffity ;  and  to 
the  weak  Iheep,  that  finds  he  can  do  nothing,  he 
cannot  pray,  cannot  beheve,  cannot  mourn,  cannot 
communicate,  and  therefore  fees  an  abfolute  need  of 
Chriil  to  be  their  righteoufnefs  and  flrength :  fo  it 
may  be  an  awakening  word  to  the  fat  and  ftrong 
flieep ;  thefe  that  are  fat  and  full  in  themfelves,  and 
think  they  are  increafed  with  goods,  and  ftand  in 
need  of  nothing  ;  they  have  a  good  heart  to  God  ; 
they  are  not  fo  ill,  they  think,  as  fome  perfons :  and 
thole  that  are  ftrong,  they  think  they  can  pray,  and 
hear,  and  believe,  and  communicate  well  enough  ; 
what  Ihould  hinder  them  ?  whereas  the  poor  and  weak 
will  be  fed  with  mercy  ;  the  fat  and  the  ftrong,  will 
be  fed  wnth  judgment.  Let  the  poor  weak  ftieep, 
though  fenfible  of  great  ftrayings,  yet  conceive  hope; 
this  Shepherd  feeks  that  which  was  loft,  and  brings 
again  that  which  was  driven  away.  Was  you  driven 
away  with  a  cheek -wind  ;  driven  away  by  the  devil ; 
driven  away  from  your  Shepherd  by  temptation  and 
powerful  corruption  ?  Why,  yet  he  brings  again 
that  which  was  driven  away. — Does  a  ftiepherd  defend 
his  flock  from  troubles,  and  fuch  as  would  make  a 
prey  of  them  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  when  grievous  wolves, 
whether  in  church  or  ftate,  would  deftroy  the  poor 
iheep,  whether  in  their  perfons  or  principles  ;  yet  ii- 
fon  all  the  glory  there  f{:>all  be  a  defence  :  and  no 'weapon 
formed  againfi  them  Jhall  proffer  :  for.  There  is  no  In- 
ch animent  agalnft  Jacobs  nor  div'mation  againjl  IfraeL — 
Does  a  ftiepherd  know  all  the  Iheep  of  his  flock,  by  . 
his  own  mark  upon  them  ?  fo  does  Chrift  ;  The  foun- 
dation of  God  fiandeth  fure^  having  this  feal^  the  Lord 
knozveth  them  that  are  his.  As  his  Iheep  hear  and  know 
his  voice  from  the  voice  of  a  ftranger,  fo  he  knows 
them,  and  calls  his  own  flieep  by  namic,  John  x.  3. 
But, 

2.  How  does  the  Lord  of  hofts  come  to  call  him 
HIS  Shepherd  ?  Awake ^  0  fword^  againfi  my  Shep- 
herd, ■  Why,  he  is  God  the  Father's  Shepherd  in 
feveral  rcfpedts  j  which  1  touch  at  only  in  a  word. 

(i.)  He 
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(i.)  He  is  God*s  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  7nade 
him  fo ;  he  has  the  Father's  commiirion  for  this  effect, 
John  vi.  27.  Him  hath  God  the  Father  Je ale d,  Chrifl 
was  appointed  and  authorized  ;  he  was  ele(3;ed  lor 
this  effect ;  Behold^  my  fervant^  whom  I  uphold ;  mine 
eled^  in  whom  my  foul  delight eth.  He  tranfaded  with 
him  for  this  effed ;  /  have  made  a  covenant  with  my 
chofen.  He  formally  callled  him  to  this  employment, 
and  fet  him  up  to  be  a  Shepherd,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  23. 
I  will  fet  up  one  Shepherd  over  them^  and  he  fn  all  feed 
them  ;  he  Jhall  be  their  Shepherd,  He  qualified  him 
for  this  work,  by  a  fupereminent  undion  ;  /  have  put 
my  Spirit  upon  him^  and  he  flmll  bring  forth  judgment  to 
the  Gentiles. 

(2.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  gave  him 
the  fheep^  John  xvii.  6.  Thine  they  were^  and  -  thou 
gavefi  them  me :  they  were  thine  by  election,  and  thou 
gaveft  them  me,  to  be  redeemed  by  me.  This  dona- 
tion of  the  llieep  to  Chriit  is  begun  in  eledion,  and  ac- 
complifhed  in  effectual  vocation  ;  All  that  the  Father 
bath  given  ?ne,  Jhall  co?ne  to  me. 

3.  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  recommends 
all  his  jheep  to  his  fpccial  care^  John  vi.  39.  This  is 
the  Father'' s  will^  which  has  Jent  me^  that  of  all  which 
he  has  give7i  me^  Ifhoidd  looje  7iothing.  God  has  given 
him  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance^  and  the  iittcrmoft 
ends  of  the  earth  for  his  po(jejfion.  Ail  whom  he  chofe 
to  be  the  objects  of  his  fpecial  love,  he  lodges  as  a 
trull  in  the  hands  of  Chrifl :  he  gave  him  the  charge 
of  the  flieep,  and  his  in{lru6tions  are,  not  only  to  lofe 
none,  no  not  the  leaft  of  them,  the  weakeil  of  them ; 
but  to  lofe  nothing :  and  as  he  will  lofe  none,  no 
perfon  ;  fo  he  will  lofe  nothing,  no  part  of  the  perfon ; 
neither  foul  nor  body. 

(4.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd  ;  Why  ?  God  appointed 
him  to  lay  down  his  life  for  his  fheep,  John  x.  18.  / 
lay  down  my  life  for  my  fheep  ;  I  have  power  to  lay  it 
down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  again  :  this  com- 
mandment have  I  received  of  my  Father.  Chrill  fuf- 
fered  death,  not  only  voluntarily,  but  in  a  way  of 
fubjedion  to  his  Father,  that  fo  the  merit  of  his  death 

F  2   .  might 
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might  be  every  way  full  and  acceptable  to  the  Father. 
And  fo  again, 

(i^.)  He  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe  God  approves 
of  his  undertaking  and  work,  as  his  Shepherd,  and 
loves  him,  for  this  very  reafon,  John  x.  17.  He  ap- 
proves of  his  doing  and  dying :  his  foul  is  delighted 
in  this  Shepherd  ;  Mine  elect  in  whom  my  foul  delight- 
eth.  He  openly  declares  his  aifection  in  him ;  ^his 
is  7ny  beloved  Son^  in  wbo?n  I  am  zvell  pleafed.  The 
Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake. 

(6.)  In  a  word,  he  is  God's  Shepherd,  becaufe 
God  the  Father  and  Chriit  are  equally  concerned  in  keep- 
ing the  Jheep^  John  x.  27, — 30.  The  Father  does  fa 
intruft  Chrift  with  the  llieep,  as  yet  he  calls  not  off 
the  care  of  them ;  they  are  in  the  Father's  hands  as 
well  as  Chriil's :  He  and  his  Father  are  one  ;  though 
nerfonaily  diflind,  yet  effentially  one.  The  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  in  this  has  fellowfliip  with  the  Father,, 
that  the  Father's  Iheep  are  his  flieep ;  and  his  flieep  are 
the  Father's  flieep :  and  they  are  equally  concerned 
and  engaged  in  keeping  the  iheep;  only  Chrift,  as 
Mediator,  is  engaged  for  them  as  the  Father's  fervant 

and  commillioner  ;  my  Shepherd,- Now,  thus  much 

concerning  the  charader  of  the  perfon  whom  the 
fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  muft  awake  againft  :  and, 
O  if  we  had  a  viev/,  by  a  faving  faith,  of  this  glorious 
one,  God's  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow, 
God-man  Mediator,  we  could  fay  no  lefs  than  that  he 
is  zvhite  and  ruddy,  the  chief  among  ten  thoufands.  The 
white  and  red  of  his  infinitely  fair  face  would  charm 
and  allure  us.     Now, 

n.  The  y^'ro;?^  thing,  what  for  a y^/^or^^  muft  awake 
againft  this  man  ?  Why,  in  general,  it  is  the  fword  of 
God's  awful  juftice ;  which  is  metaphorically  called  a 
fzvord,  becaufe  of  its  terrible,  piercing,  wounding, 
killing  nature.  Now,  the  ftroaks  of  this  fword  are 
cither  mediate  or  immediate,  i.  Mediate,  by  the 
hands  of  men  ;  particularly  the  fword  of  the  civil  ma- 
giftrate :  Or,  2.  Immediate,  by  the  hands  of  God 
himfelf,    without  the  intervention  of  fuch  outward 

means. 
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means.  Now,  the  fword  of  juflice,  that  awaked  a- 
gainft  Chrift,  and  fmote  the  Shepherd,  is  to  be  con- 
lidered  in  both  thefe  refpeds ;  for  his  fuffering,  as 
our  Surety,  by  the  ftroak  of  juftice's  fword,  was 
both  external  upon  his  body,  and  internal  upon  his 

foul. 

( I .)  There  was  his  external  fufferings  in  his  body : 
and  herein  juflice  did  flrike  more  mediately  by  the 
hand  of  man,  and  efpecially  in  his  fevered  bodily  fuf- 
ferings  ;  juflice  did  employ  and  make  ufe  of  the  fword 
of  the  civil  magiflrate.     Magiflrates  have  the  fword 
of  civil  power  and  authority  put  into  their  hands, 
and  they  ought  not  to  bear  the  fword  in  vain  :  they 
are  a  power  which  God  has  ordained,  and  armed  with 
the  fword  for  the  punifhment  of  malefactors  ;  though 
this  be  the  right  ufe  of  the   magiflrate's  fword,    yet 
fometimes  the  magiflrate  makes  unjufl  ufe  of  it ;  as 
in  this  cafe,  when  the  civil  government,  Herod,  Po- 
tius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael, 
were  gathered  together  againfl  the  holy  child  Jefus, 
Ads  iv,  27.     But  whatever  injuflice  was  therein,  on 
man's  part,  yet,  on  God's  part,  impartial  juflice  did 
therein  a6l,  while  it  did  thereby  bring  about  the  death 
and   fuiferings  of  the  Surety,    which  the  hand  and 
counfel  of  God  determined  before  to  be  done,  Ads 
iv.  26. 

(2.)  There  were  his  internal  fufFerings  in  his  foul ; 
and  herein  juflice  did  flrike  more  immediately ;  for, 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bridfe  him^  and  to  make  his  foul  an 
offering  for  fin  ^  Ifa.  liii.  10.  Thus  the  fword  of  juflice 
was  fuch  as  pierced  both  his  foul  and  body.  This 
two-edged  fword  was  edged  with  the  violence  of 
earth,  and  with  the  fury  of  heaven ;  it  was  edged 
with  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  with  the  wrath  of  God. 
But  more  particularly,  what  for  a  fword  is  this  ?  O 
rouze  up  your  ears  and  hearts  to  hear  and  confider 
what  for  a  fword  it  was  that  awaked  againfl  the  man 
that  is  God's  Fellow  ! 

I.  It  is  a  broad  fword ;  fo  broad  that  it  covers  all 
mankind,  and  hangs  over  all  Chrifllefs  fmners,  who 
would  all  have  fallen  a  facrihce  to  it,  unlefs  Chfifl  had 

come 


4^       The  Sword  of  Justice  aivakened 

come  between  them  and  it.  When  this  fword  did 
awake  againfl  Chrifl,  he  found  it  as  broad  as  the 
curfe  denounced  againfl  mankind,  upon  the  back  of 
pur  fall  in  Adam,  which  you  may  read,  that  you 
may  the  better  underftand  what  the  man  that  is  God's 
Fellow  underwent,  when  he  fubflitute  himfelf  in  our 
room,  and  undertook  to  fuffer  the  punifhment  due 
for  our  fms,  the  curfe  pronounced  againfl  Adam,  and 
in  him  againfl  all  his  poflerity,  and  which,  in  all  the 
parts  of  it,  lighted  upon  Chrifl ;  you  read  of  it  ge- 
jierally,  Gen.  ii.  17.  In  the  day  thou  eateji^  thou  Jhalt 
furely  die ;  or,  dyifig,  thou  jhalt  die ;  and  raore  parti- 
cularly, Gen.  iii.  17,  18,  19.  Curfed  is  the  fjoiind 
for  thy  fake  ^  in  for  row  fh  alt  thou  eat  of  it  all  the  days  of 
thy  life  ;  thyrns  alfo  and  thiflles  fhall  it  bring  forth  to 
thee^  and  thou  [halt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field.  In  the  Jweet 
(ff  thy  face  fait  thou  eat  breads  till  thou  return  unto  the 
ground f  J  or  out  of  it  waft  thou  taken  :  for  duft  thou  art, 
and  unto  duft  fialt  thou  return.  Where  you  fee  the 
curfe  has  three  parts,  i.  The  frailties  and  infirmities 
that  human  nature  was  fubjecl  to  after  the  fall.  2, 
The  calamities  incident  to  man's  life ;  Thou  fhalt  eat 
thy  meat  loith  the  fweat  of  thy  brows  :  thorns  afid  thijiles 
fhall  the  ground  bring  forth,  3.  Death  ;  dufi  thou  art, 
4ind  to  dufl  thou  fd alt  return  :  which  has  in  it  the  death 
of  the  foul  as  well  as  the  body.  Here  is  an  abridg- 
ment of  all  the  curfes  of  the  I3ible ;  and  this  broad 
fword  muil  awake  againfl  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, and  our  Surety,  for  this  curfe  in  all  its  parts  feiz- 
ed  upon  him. 

( I .)  The  firlt  was  tht  frailties  and  infrmities  of  human 
nature,  a  part  of  the  curfe  ?  this  feized  upon  Chrifl  at 
his  incarnation  ;  for  his  body  was  of  the  dufl  hke 
ours,  fubjedl  to  the  like  inhrmities  with  ours  ;  he 
took  not  on  him  our  nature  in  its  prime  and  glory, 
but  after  broken  and  lliattered  with  the  fall,  Rom. 
viii.  3.  He  came  in  the  Ukenefs  of  finful  fieft)^  and  for 
fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flefh, 

(2.)  As  to  the  calamities  and  miferies  that  attend- 
ed man's  life,  this  part  of  the  curfe  feized  on  him 
alfo  \  he  eat  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brows, 

when 
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when  he  followed  the  calling  of  an  handicraftfman ; 
and  after  he  entered  into  his  public  miniftry,  he  tra- 
velled from  place  to  place,  watched  whole  nights  in 
prayer ;  and  thus  might  be  faid  truly  to  eat  his  bread 
with  the  fweat  of  his  brows.  As  for  other  calamities 
never  one  met  with  more ;  the  world  denied  him  a 
lodging ;  the  fig-tree  denied  him  figs ;  he  was  blaf- 
phemed  by  his  enemies,  betrayed  by  one  of  his  di- 
fciples,  and  forfaken  by  them  all. 

(3.)  As  for  the  death  threatened  in  the  curfe  ;  why 
dyings  he  died  indeed  ;  for  the  fword  did  run  through 
his  body  and  foul  at  once,  when  he  endured  the  ciirfe^ 
and  defpifedthe  Jhame :  his  body  was  fore  tortured,  and 
his  foul  was  fore  amazed,  and  very  heavy,  Mark  xiv. 
2)'^.  His  bodily  fufferings  were  extremely  great,  as 
you  may  fee  from  the  evangelifls  ;  and  yet  as  nothing 
in  comparifon  of  his  foul-fufl'erings,  while  he  endured 

the  wrath  of  God  immediately  upon  his  foul. Here 

was  a  broad  fword  indeed,  as  broad  and  extenfive  as 
all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  all  the  wrath  that  the  eled: 
deferved  for  their  fin ;  for  God  defigned  not  to  pafs 
one  of  their  fins,  without  a  fatisfadion  made  to  juf- 
tice,  but  to  fue  the  cautioner  for  them  all :  O  but  he 
needed  a  broad  back  that  could  bear  the  fhock  of  fuch 
a  broad  fword  !  Well,  fo  he  had  ;  for  he  was  God  as 
well  as  man ;  Awake,  0  fword  againfi  the  man.  My 
Fellow. 

2.  It  is  a  long  fword :  if  we  may  fo  call  it,  in- 
finite in  length  from  the  point  to  the  hilt  of  the  fword : 
it  is  as  long  as  eternity ;  and  this  makes  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  damned  eternal,  becaufe  the  fv/ord  of  di- 
vine wrath,  that  pierces  them,  is  fo  long,  that  it  ne- 
ver can  reach  to  the  hilt,  in  fuch  finite  worms  as  they 
are.  The  duration  of  the  wrath  and  the  curfe  is 
eternal ;  becaufe  the  finner,  being  a  mere  creature, 
cannot  at  one  fhock  meet  with  the  infinite  wrath  of 
God,  and  fatisfy  juftice  at  once  ;  therefore  God  fup- 
ports  the  poor  damned  creature  for  ever  under  wrath ; 
becaufe  it  cannot,  being  finite,  fatisfy  infinite  juftice : 
but  our  Shepherd,  being  God-man,  the  man  God's 
Fellovv'  5    and  therefore  being  of  infinite  worth   and 

value. 
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value,  of  infinite  flrength  and  power,  was  able  to  fa- 
tisfy  juftice,  and  bear  all  at  once,  that  which  the  ele<3: 
could  never  have  borne.  Yet  he  met  with  the  ef- 
fentials  of  that  which  fin  deferves,  viz*  death  and  the 
curfe ;  the  hiding  of  his  Father's  face,  and  the  fuf- 
pending  and  keeping  back  of  that  confolation,  which, 
by  virtue  of  the  perfonal  union,  flowed  from  the  God- 
head to  the  manhood ;  and  ilfo,  had  the  actual  fenfe 
and  feeling  of  the  wrath  of  God  ;  the  awakened  fword 
of  the  juftice  of  God  actually  fmiting  him :  fo  that, 
though  men  wondered  how  he  could  be  dead  fo  foon, 
not  knowing  what  ftroaks  of  infinite  juftice  he  met 
with ;  yet  thefe  ftroaks  lighting  upon  the  like  of 
him,  the  man  God's  Fellow,  was  equivalent  to  the 
eternal  puniftiments  and  torments  of  the  damned. 

3.  It  is  a  bloody  and  infatiahle  fword :  this  fword  of 
juftice  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah ;  it  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of 
the  old  world ;  it  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  blood  of 
bulls,  goats,  and  all  the  legal  facrifices  of  old  ;  yea, 
the  blood  of  the  whole  creation  cannot  give  it  fatis- 
fadion,  though  it  were  bathed  therein ;  without  the 
fhedding  of  more  blood,  better  blood,  there  is  no  re- 
miflion,  no  fatisfaclion  to  juftice,  no  real  fatisfaclion 
with  God ;  no  falvation  of  the  finner ;  therefore.  A- 
wake^  0  fword ^  againjl  the  man  that  is  7ny  Fellow  :  till 
it  be  drunk  with  the  blood  of  this  man,  it  never  gets 
a  fatisfying  draught  of  blood.  Well  then,  fays  this 
man,  Lo,  /  come ;  let  juftice  take  a  full  draught  of 
my  blood  :  well.  Awake ^  0  fword ;  let  the  blood  of 
this  man,  my  Fellow,  be  flied ;  ihed  at  his  circum- 
cifion,  ftied  in  the  Garden,  ilied  in  his  being  crowned 
w^th  thorns,  ftied  in  his  being  fcourged,  ftied  in  his 
crucifying  ;  well,  thus  the  blood  of  God's  Fellow  was 
fhed.  What  fay  you  now,  O  fword  of  juftice  ?  Are 
you  pleafed  ?  are  you  fatisfied  with  blood  ?  Yes,  I 
have  got  my  fill  of  blood  ;  Tbis  is  my  beloved  So?i,  in 
whom  I  a?n  well  pleafed  ;  I  am  pleafed  and  fatisfied  to 
the  full  with  his  obedience  to  the  death ;  I  have  got 
all  the  fatisfadion  I  wanted  from  my  Shephed,  and  I 
have  no  more  to  demand  of  him,  or  his  flieep  cither. 
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O  glory  to  God,  that  ever  this  bloody  infatiable  fword 
did  awake  againil  one  that  could  give  it  blood  enough, 
fatisfadion  enough  ;  and  yet, 

4.  It  is  a  dreadful y  terrible y  flam'mg^  and  devouring 
fword :  fo  it  is  reprefented,  Gen.  iii.  24.  where  it  is 
faid,  Cheruhims  were  placed^  and  a  fiaming  fword^  which 
turned  every  way  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life* 
The  lead  flame  of  this  fword  of  juilice  is  enough  to 
'  burn  up  the  whole  creation  j  and,  O !  how  terrible 
^vill  this  fword  be  for  ever  to  them  that  live  and  die 
in  a  Chrifllefs  (late  1  The  dreadfulnefs  of  this  fword 
is  no  where  to  be  feen  fo  lively  as  in  its  aw^aking  a- 
gainfl  the  man  that  was  God's  Fellow :  his  human  na- 
ture trembled  at  the  fight  of  it ;  John  xii.  27.  lh%o 
is  my  foul  troubled^  and  what  fldall  I  Jay  f  He  favv^  the 
dreadful  florm  coining,  the  black  cloud  arifmg,  and 
fo  much  wrath  in  it,  that  he  knew  not  hov/  to  exprefs 
himfelf,  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  and  Mark  xiv.  34.  There 
he  cries  out,  My  foul  is  exceeding  for rowf  id ^  even  unto 
death.  We  never  hear  of  one  groan  from  Chrifl  foi* 
all  his  bloody  fufferings  ;  when  crowned  vv^ith  thorns ^ 
fcourged,  and  laid  on  the  crofs  ;  As  a  fJoeep  before  her 
/hearer  is  dumb^  fo  he  opened  not  his  ?nouth  :  but  on  the 
firfl  entrance  of  his  foul -fufferings,  he  fell  a  lamenting. 
My  foul  is  exceeding  for rowful :  the  original  words  are 
mofl  emphatic,  he  was  begirt  with  forrow ;  he  was 
plunged  over  head  and  ears  in  the  wrath  of  God :  all 
the  faculties  and  powers  of  his  foul  were  begirt  with 
forrow;  he  begari  to  be  fore  amazed^  Mark  xiv.  33. 
The  word  fignifies  the  greatefl  extre?nity  of  aina7.emer,t^ 
and  fuch  as  makes  a  man's  hair  ftand,  and  his  Heih 
creep  ;  and  it  is  added,  he  was  very  heavy  :  if  we  con- 
fult  the  derivation  of  the  word,  it  fignihes,  a  finking 
of  fpirit ;  his  heart  was  like  v/ax  melted  at  the  fight 
of  that  terrible  wrath.  But  the  evangeliil  Luke  has 
yet  a  flronger  exprelTion,  Luke  xxi.  44.  Being  in  an 
agony y  his  fweat  was^  as  it  were^  great  drops  of  bloody 
fcdling  to  the  ground ;  being  in  an  agony ^  engaged  in  a 
combat y  as  the  Greek  word  figniiies :  he  had  before 
combated  w^ith  principalities  and  powers  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  ;  but  now^  he  is  combatbg  with  the  Father's 
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wrath.  He  was  in  an  agony,  and  fwate  great  drops 
of  blood  :  all  fweats  arife  from  weaknefs  and  preiTures 
of  nature  ;  therefore  a  dying  fweat  is  a  cold  fweat : 
but  never  one,  but  Chrift,  fwate  a  bloody  fweat ;  and 
great  drops  of  blood,  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  came 
through  his.  garments,  and  fell  to  the  ground :  and 
this  was  all  but  the  firil  onfet,  a  little  fkirmifh  before 
the  main  battle  ;  for  the  main  fight  was  to  be  on 
mount  Calvary,  after  they  nailed  him  to  the  crofs  ; 
then,  on  a  fudden,  the  curtain  of  heaven  is  drawn, 
the  fun  lofes  his  light ;  he  was  now  combating  with 
all  the  pov/ers  of  hell  and  darknefs,  and  therefore  the 
field  he  was  to  fight  in  was  dark.  The  punifhment 
of  lofs  and  fenfe  both  was  due  to  us  for  fin,  therefore 
he  fuitered  both  :  the  puniihment  of  lofs,  for  all  com- 
fort now  fails  Chrift ;  angels  appeared  before  ftrengthen- 
ing  himx ;  but  now  not  an  angel  dares  peep  out  of 
heaven  for  his  comfort ;  yea,  now  his  God  fails  him, 
in  refpect  of  his  comfortable  prefence :  formerly  his 
heart  failed  him,  in  fome  refpects,  but  now  his  God ; 
which  makes  him  cry  out.  My  God^  my  God^  why  hajl 
thou  for fakcn  me  f  Never  was  there  fuch  a  cry  in  heav- 
en  or  earth,  before  or  fince :  yea,  now  he  fullered 
the  puniiliment  of  fenfe  alfo  due  to  us ;  for  now  all 
the  wrath  of  God  was  poured  down  immediately  upon 
his  foul :  all  the  fluices  of  divine  fury  are  opened,  and 
all  the  waves  and  billows  of  his  vengeance  paffed  over 
him.  Darknefs  was  over  all  the  earth  :  all  things 
huOied  into  filence,  that  Chrift  might,  without  inter- 
ruption, grapple  with  his  Father's  wrath,  until  he 
cried.  It  is  finl(loed^  and  gave  up  the  ghoji. — What 
think  you  of  this  dreadful  iword  that  awaked  againft 
bur  Surety,  the  man  God's  Fellow,  when  he  was  to 
expiate  our  fins  ? 

5.  It  is  a  bright  fword,  a  clear^  a  glittering  fword ; 
there  is  no  fpot  of  ruft  or  ftain  upon  this  fword  ;  no : 
the  fword  is  fpotlefs.  Juftice,  holy  juftice :  there  is 
no  iinrighteoufnefs  with  God.  As  there  is  no  drop  of 
unrighteoufncfs  in  the  cup  of  the  damned,  who  are  all 
damned  by  an  a£l  of  holy  juftice  ;  fo  there  v/as  no 
drop  of  injuftice  in  the  cup  of  wrath,   which  Chrift, 

as 
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Surety,  drank  up  to  the  bottcm.  Chrifl  had  fald  of 
old,  L^,  /  come ;  I  come  to  be  cautioner,  and  enter 
myfelf  in  the  room  of  poor  fmners,  to  pay  their  debt : 
juftice,  indeed,  could  not  have  required  our  debt  of 
him,  if  he  had  not  undertaken  it ;  but  having  entered 
himfelf  cautioner  for  our  debt,  he  became  liable  to 
the  payment  of  it :  hence,  when  Chrifl  faw  the  fword, 
and  was  crying,  'Father^  fave  ?ne  from  this  hour^  he 
immediately  corre6:ed  himfelf  with  a  hut ;  but  for 
this  caufe  came  Unto  this  hoiir^  John  xii.  27.  And  in 
the  beginning  of  the  twenty-fecond  pfalm,  which  you 
know  is  one  of  the  mod  clear  prophecies  of  Chrill's 
fufferings,  after  he  had  cried  out,  ver.  i.  My  God^ 
my  God  ;  why  hajl  thou  for faken  me?  Which  is  not  the 
exprefTion  of  any  quarrelling  complaint  or  difcourage- 
ment,  but  of  fmlefs  nature,  when  arraigned  before 
the  tribunal  of  God,  affeded  with  the  horror  of  di- 
vine wrath,  and  not  being  able  eafiiy  to  endure  that 
there  fhould  be  a  cloud  between  God  and  him  ;  I  fay, 
after  thefe  words  he  adds,  ver.  3.  But  thou  art  holy : 
he  cannot  complain  of  injuftice  ;  thou  art  jufl  and  ho- 
ly in  exacting  all  the  debt  at  my  hand,  which  I  be- 
came furety  for  :  I  have  all  the  fms  of  the  elect  to  an- 
fwer  for ;  and  therefore  I  juflify  thee,  O  Father,  in 
giving  me  this  ilroak  of  thy  awakened  fword :  nou 
art  holy  ;  thou  art  clear  when  thou  judgejh — It  is  a 
clear,  bright,  fpotlefs,  and  holy  fword. 

6.  It  is  a  Iming  fword :  do  you  think  that  God  is 
fpeaking  to  a  piece  of  cold  iron,  when  he  fays,  Awake, 
O  fword?  Nay,  this  fword  is  God  himfelf,  the  living 
God:  God's  juflice  is  God  himfelf,  a  jull  God.  Of 
this  living  fword  you  read,  Heb.  x.  31.  /?  is  a  fear- 
ful thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God.  They 
that  fall  into  hell,  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God ;  and  there  they  are  an  everlafting  facrifice  to 
this  ever-living  fword.  Chrift,  when  he  came  to  fa- 
tisfy  juflice,  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  this  living  God ; 
and  if  he  had  not  been  God's  equal,  God's  Fellow, 
he  could  never  have  got  out  of  his  hands  again.  If 
this  fword  be  a  living  fword,  even  the  living  God,  O 
but  it  mufl  be  a  great  and  ftrong  fword,    as  the  fv/ord 
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of  God  is  called,  Ifa.  xxvii.  i.  It  takes  the  ftrength  of 
God  to  wcild  it ;  and  fo  he  does  here,  Awake,  Ofword. 
It  takes  the  llrength  of  God  to  bear  the  blow  of  it,  and 
fo  it  is  here  ;  Awake,  agalnjl  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow. 
One  blow  of  it  given  to  the  angels  and  feraphims,  would 
have  brought  them  all  down  from  the  battlements  of 
heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell.  Awake,  Ofword :  God  is 
here  fpeaking  to  himfelf ;  as  if  he  liad  faid,  Let  me 
arife  in  my  armour  of  vengeance  and  fury,  and  fall 
upon  my  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  :  it  is 
a  living  fword  that  can  awake  itfelf. — Thus  you  fee 
what  for  a  fword  it  is  that  awakes  againft  Chrilt.  O 
to  fee  and  believe  this  truth  this  day ! 

III.  The  third  thing  was  to  fhew,  in  what  manner 
this  fword  did  awake  againft  Chrift,  and  what  is  im- 
ported in  the  phrafe,  Awake,  0  /word.  How  the 
fword  did  awake  againft  Chrift  has  been  partly  declar- 
ed already  in  the  account  of  the  fword  itfelf:  how- 
ever it  may  a  little  further  appear,  in  the  import  of  this 
wonderful  call,  Awake,  Ofword,  etc. 

I.  It  imports,  as  if  the  fword  had  hctnjieeping,  and 
now  muft  awake  againft  him  :  Chrift  having  no  fm  of 
his  own  to  anfwer  for,  the  fword  of  juftice  had  no- 
thing to  lay  to  his  charge  ;  and  fo  was  fleeping,  as  it 
were,  with  refped  to  him,  having  nothing  to  fay  a* 
gainft  him,  being  the  infinitely  holy  God  in  himfelf, 
until  once  he  made  the  bargain  with  his  Father,  to 
become  our  Surety  and  Cautioner ;  and  whenever  he 
became  fm  for  us,  and  took  on  him  our  debt,  then 
juftice  had  a  right  to  purfue  him ;  and  therefore,  A^ 
wake,  0  fword, 

1.  Awake,  0  fword,  it  imports,  that  not  only  while 
the  counfel  of  peace  was  held  between  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  did  juftice  delay  the  execution,  though 
Chrift  was  the  Lamb  ilain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  in  the  decree  and  counfel  of  God,  but  that  af- 
ter this  glorious  tranfaftion,  the  fword  defigned  againft 
the  Son  of  God,  had  long  flumbered :  the  fword  had 
flumbered  above  four  thoufand  years  after  Adam's 
fall ;  the  Lamb  was  not  flain  all  that  time,  but  on- 
ly in  dark  typical  reprefentations  of  his  death ;    but 

now. 
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now,  he  muft  be  adually  flain  ;  therefore,  Awdke^^  O 
/word.  God  was  now  fpeaking  of  the  day  of  Chrift, 
the  gofpel-day  in  the  firll  verfe  of  the  chapter,  where 
our  text  Hes,  faying,  In  that  day^  there  jh  all  he  a  foun- 
tain opened  to  the  houfe  of  David,  and  to  the  inhabitants 
ofjerufalem.forftn,  and  for  uncle  annefs  :  Now,  how 
Ihall  this  fountain  be  opened  ?  Why,  the  fword  of  juflice 
muft  pierce  the  fide  and  heart  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
fo  open  a  fountain  of  cleanfing  blood;  therefore, 
when  the  decree  breaks  forth,  he  fays.  Awake:,  O 
fword. 

3.  Awake,  0 fword;  it  imports,  that  the  fword  of 
juftice  did  not  rafbly  fmite  the  man  that  is  God*s  Fel- 
low :  A  man  in  his  fleep,  or  half  fleeping,  may  give  a 
rafhunadvifed  ftroak  tohis  fellow;  but  before  God 
gave  the  ftroak  to  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  he  did 
awake  his  juftice,  as  it  were,  out  of  lleep,  and  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  matureft  deliberation;  Awake,  0 
fword.  It  was  no  unadvifed  ftroak  that  Chrift  got  by 
the  fword  of  juftice  ;  it  was  the  fruit  of  a  glorious 
tranfadion :  neither  did  the  fv/ord  ftrike  him  without 
a  warrant,  by  particular  orders  from  the  Judge  of  all : 
It  was  warranted  to  brandifti  itfelf  againft  him  ;  Awake, 
0  fword. 

4.  It  imports,  that  juftice  was  lively  and  vigorous  in 
executing  the  vengeance  due  upon  our  Surety  for  our 
fm :  Juftice  did  not  give  him  a  fleepy,  lazy,  drowfy 
blow ;  but  a  ftrong,  lively,  awakened  blow :  as  it  is 
faid,  in  another  cafe,  Ifa.  ii.  9.  Awake,  awake,  put 
on  fire7igth,  0  arm  of  the  Lord  ;  {o,  Azvake,  0  fzvoi'd, 
put  on  ftrength.  Well,  juftice  arifes,  as  it  were,  like 
one  out  of  lleep,  puts  on  its  cloaths  of  vengeance,  and 
armour  of  power,  rallies  its  forces,  goes  forth  with 
warlike  robes,  and  attacks  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low with  all  it  force  ;  and  afts,  like  itfelf,  with  impar- 
tial equity,  without  fparing  our  Surety,  becaufe  of  his 
quality  Rom.  viii.  32.  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son  : 
Awake,  0  fzuord, 

5.  Azuake,  0  fword,  it  imports,  the  great  concern 
and  earneftnefs  that  was  in  God's  heart  to  have  his 
juftice  fatisfied ;    0  fword ;  Awake,  0  fzvord.     God 

fpeaks 
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fpeaks  here  with  affedlionate  concern  :  *  O  fword  !  O 
juitice  1  thou  mufl  be  honoured,  glorified,  and  fatis- 
iied,  one  way  or  other :  and  feeing  I  have  propofed 
to  my  eternal  Son  to  bear  the  flroak  of  vengeance  in 
the  room  of  ele£l  fmners  ;  and  feeing  he  has  under- 
taken it,  my  very  heart  is  fet  upon  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  this  glorious  work ;  my  juflice  is  one  of 
the  pearls  of  my  crown  ;  I  will  not  fhew  mercy  to 
the  detriment  of  my  juflice.  A  facrifice  I  mufl 
have,  a  facrifice  I  will  have ;  therefore,  Awake^  0 
fivord,^ 

6.  I  think  it  imports,  not  only  God's  concern  to 
have  his  juflice  fatisfied  this  way,  but  his  great  delight 
in  the  fatisfa6lion  ;  Awake^  0  fword^  againfi  the  man 
that  is  my  fellow*  With  what  infinite  pleafure  and 
fatisfaftion  does  the  fword  of  juflice  give  the  bloody 
flroak  to  this  glorious  perfon  ?  //  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
bruife  him,  and  put  him  to  griefs  Ifa.  liii.  i  o.  Why, 
how  is  this  confiftent  with  the  ineffable  love  he  had 
to  his  eternally  Beloved  ?  Yes,  mofl  confiflent ;  for 
the  Father  loved  the  Son  in  dying,  and  for  dying ; 
John  X.  17.  therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me^  hecaufe 
I  lay  down  my  Iffe^  that  I  might  take  it  again.  He  lov- 
ed his  Son  for  this  very  ad  of  obedience  which  he 
yielded  to  him ;  Chrifl's  obedience  to  the  death  was 
the  highefl  and  mofl  acceptable  worfhip  and  fervice  to 
God,  that  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be :  it  is  a  facrifice 
of  fuch  a  fweet  fmcU  that  it  drowned  the  (link  of  all 
the  fins  of  an  elecl:  world  ;  a  facrifice  more  pleafmg  to 
God  than  all  their  fms  were  difpleahng  :  and  therefore, 
with  infinite  pleafure  and  fatisfadion,  he  fays.  Awake ^ 
0  fword.     This  leads  me  to 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  What  fpecial  hand 
Jehovah  the  Lord  of  hofts,  had  in  making  this  awful 
fword  to  awake  againfi  this  glorious  perfon  ?  Awake^ 
0  fword ^— faith  the  Lord  of  hojls.  It  was  the  Lord  of 
hofls,  the  eternal  Father  of  this  eternal  Son  that  muf- 
tered  the  hofls  of  vengeance  againfi  him,  and  had  the 
main  and  principal  hand  in  Chrifl's  fufferings,  which 
we  are  to  commemorate  this  day.     Jehovah's  hand 

was 
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Was  fupreme  in  this  bufinefs  j  and  that  in  thefe  fcur 
refpeds. 

1 .  It  was  Jehovah  the  Lord  of  hods  that  determined 
all  before-hand,  and  agreed  with  his  Son  for  that  ef- 
fedt.  It  was  concluded  in  the  counfel  of  God  what 
he  Ihould  fufFer,  what  fhould  be  the  price  that  Jehovah 
would  have,  and  the  facrifice  he  would  except  of  from 
his  hands.  It  was  not  the  Jews,  nor  the  fcribes  and 
Pharifees,  nor  Pilate,  but  principally  it  was  the  Lord's 
doing,  and  the  accomplifliment  of  his  eternal  counfel. 
Ads  iv.  27,  a 8.  Herod,  and  Ponlius  Pilate^  with 
the  Gentiles^  and  the  people  of  Ifrael  zvere  gathered  to- 
^ethery  to  do  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  deter- 
mined before  to  he  done.  In  all  they  were  doing  they 
did  nothing,  but  what  was  carved  out  before  in  the 
eternal  counfel  of  God ;  and  therefore  fays  Peter, 
A6ls  ii.  23.  Htm  being  delivered  by  the  determinate 
counfel  and  for eknozv ledge  af  God,  you  have  taken^  and 
by  ivicked  hands  have  crucified  and  Jlain, 

2.  As  he,  the  great  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
determined,  that  the  fword  fliould  awalce  againll  him, 
fo  he  prepared  the  fubjed  capable  to  receive  the  flroak 
of  juilice's  fword  ;  Heb.  x.  5.  ^  body  haji  thou  pre- 
pared me.  He  gave  him  a  nature,  a  foul  and  body 
capable  of  fuffering  :  the  flroak  of  juftice  fell  only  upon 
the  man  Chrift,  upon  his  human  nature ;  though  the 
dignity  of  his  divine  perfon  did  infinitely  inhance  the 
merit  of  his  fufFerings  ;  yet  his  divine  perfon,  his  divine 
nature  was  never  reached,  nor  reachable,  by  the 
fword  of  juftice  ;  the  eternal  Word  was  untangible 
and  incapable  of  fuffering,  till  the  Word  ivas  7nade 
fiefh.  Now,  this  flefli,  this  human  nature,  he  pre- 
pared* 

3.  It  was  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hods,  that  ordered 
and  over -ruled  all  his  fufferings,  when  it  came  to  the 
execution  of  his  antient  decree.  He  who  governs  all 
the  counfels,  thoughts,  and  adions  of  men,  did,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  govern  and  over-rule  the  fufFerino-s 
of  the  Mediator.  Though  wicked  men  were  follow- 
ing their  own  defigns,  and  were  llirred  and  afted  by 
the  devil,  who  is  fuid  to  have  put  it  into  the  heart  of 

Judas 
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Judas  to  betray  Chrill ;  yet  God  had  the  ordering  o( 
all,  who  Ihould  betray  him ;  what  death  he  fhould  die ; 
how  he  fhould  be  pierced  ;  and  yet  not  a  bone  of  him 

broken. 

4.  It  was  Jehovah,  The  Lord  of  hods,  that  had  an 
ndive  hand  in  reaching  the  llroak  to  Chriit ;  he  was 
the  chief  party  that  purfued  Chriit  with  the  fword  of 
jurtice  in  his  hand  ;  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him, 
and  to  put  him  to  grief.  It  was  he  that  was  exading 
the  eled's  debt  of  him ;  and  therefore  Chrift  looked 
over  Pilate  and  Herod,  and  all  the  wicked  infiruments 
ufed  in  this  work,  as  of  no  confideration  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  he  looked  over  them  to  the  Lord  Jehovah  his 
Father,  and  fays  to  the  chief  of  them,  Pilate,  (that 
cowardly  felf-condemned  judge)  nou  couldji  have  no 
power  over  me^  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above. 
It  was  this  intereft  that  his  Father  had  in  his  fulFerings 
that  made  him  fay,  John  xviii.  1 1 .  The  cup  which 
my  Father  hath  given  me^  jhall  I  not  drink  it  f  His  Fa- 
ther purfued  him  as  Cautioner  in  our  room ;  and  to 
his  Father  he  cries  when  the  fword  was  running 
through  his  heart ;  My  God,  my  God,  why  hajl  thou 
forfaken  me  f  He  fpared  not  his  own  Son  when  he 
cried,  but  would  have  him  drink  out  the  bitter  cup  to 
the  bottom  ;  ^wake,  O  fivord,  a^ainjl  my  Shepherd, 
a  fid  aq^ainjl  the  man  that  is  my  Fellow ,  faith  the  Lord 
of  hojls ;  fmite  the  fJjcpherd.  The  meffage  comes 
from  him,  and  he  gave  the  fword  a  charge,  and  or- 
ders it  to  fmite  him ;  it  was  this,  more  than  the 
whips,  the  thorns,  the  nails,  the  fpear,  that  made 
him  cry  out.  Another  and  a  higher  hand  brought 
his  foul  to  more  bitternefs,  than  all  the  fufferings  he 
endured  from  men. — Thus  his  foul  was  crucified  more 
than  his  body  ;  and  his  heart  had  Iharper  nails  to  pierce 
it  tiian  his  hands  and  feet. 

V.  The  Fifth  thing,  viz.  The  reafons  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  Why  the  Lord  of  hofts  ordered  the  fword  of 
]u[lice  to  awake  againlf  his  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is 
his  Fellow  ?  Surely  it  was  necefiary,  that  the  fword 
fhould  awake  againft  him  j  Ought  ?iot  Chri/i  to  have 

u-f/'er- 
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.[uffered  thefc  things  f  fays  our  Lord  himfelf,  Luke  xx'iv* 
26.     However  innocent  he  was  in  hinilelf ;  yet  our 
fins,  which  were  laid  upon  hinl,   defefved  to  be  thus 
treated )  and  therefore  he,  as  oUr  Surety,  who  had 
the  guilt  of  the  world  lying  upon  hinl,  fays,  Pfal.  Ixix.  5* 
0  God,  thou  hmweji  my  foolijhncfs  ;  and  niy  zvickedncfs  is 
not  hid  from  thee :  Thefe  are  the  words  of  Chrilt,  of 
whom  IJavid  was  a  type.     He  had  enough  of  fin  im- 
putativly  ;  and  our  fins  had  never  been  expiated,  our 
judge  nevei"  atoned,  our  fouls  never  fiived,  6uv  (late 
never  fecured,  juftice  never  fatislied,  the  bond  never 
cancelled,   if  the  fword  had  not  awaked  agaiilft  him^ 
Ought  he  not  then  to  have  fufFered  the  flroak  of  the 
fword  ?    Yea,  he  gave  his  oath  for  it  to  his  Father 
from  eternity  ;  and  all  the  prcniifes,  prophecies,  types, 
and  facrifices  of  old  pointed  out  this.     God  vvas  ready 
to  come  down  with  fury  in  his  heart,    and  red-hot 
thunder-bolts   in   his   hand,   to  fink  all  mankind  to 
hell :    and  ought  not  Chrifl  to  fufFer  and  interpofe  f 
yea,  glory  to  God,  that  he  did.     But  more  particu- 
larly, 

I.  The  Lord  of  hods,  the  Reftor  of  the  Uiiiverfe-j 
defigned  by  this  method  to  redify  what  was   out  or 
courfe,  by  the  fin  of  man,  and  to  bring  all  things  to 
rights.     By  the  fall,    the  univerfal  frailie  fuiiered  a 
convulfioii :  the  covenant  of  works  v/as  broken  ;  th^ 
devil  was  reigning  and  raging  in  the  earth  ;  and  all  the 
honour  of  God's  v/orkmanfhip,  in  the  firll  creation, 
was  like  to  be  loft.     Now,  the  fupreiile  Pteclor  comes 
with  the  fwoi'd  of  juftice  to  rectify  thefe  diforders,  by 
drenching  his  fword  in  the  blood'  of  his  eternal  Son. 
Was  the  covenant  of  w^orks  broken  ?  behold  here  is 
the  condition  of  it  fuliilled,  by  his  active  and  paftive 
obedience  ;    yea,  both  the  tv/o  covenants  Gf  works, 
and  of  grace,  v/ere  at  orice  fulfilled  in  his  obedience 
to  the  death  :  this  is  the  proper  condition  of  each  of 
thefe  covenants. ^Was  the  devil  reigning  and  rag- 
ing on  the  earth  ?  Behold !  by  this  blow  of  juflice's 
fword,  given  to  Chrift,  the  devil  and  all  our  ipiritual 
enemies  are  deftroyed  ;  For  this  caufe  was  the  Son  of 
Cod  manifej^ed.   that  .he  might  dejlroy  the  ivorks  of  thi^ 
Vol.  L  H 
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devil.  Hence,  when  Chrift  is  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs, 
receiving  the  ilroak  of  ju(tice's  fword,  it  is  faid,  Now 
is  the  judgment  of  this  world;  now  is  the  prince  of  this 
world  cajl  out^  John  xii.  31.  By  death  he  dejlroyed 
him  that  had  the  pjtver  of  death  ;  that  is,  the  devil.  By 
the  bruife  of  his  heel,  his  human  nature,  he  broke  the 
ferpent's  head,  and  his  power.  -Again,  was  all  the 
honour  and  beauty  of  God's  workmanfliip  like  to  be 
loft?  Behold,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  fuftain- 
ing  the  Itroak  of  Jehovah's  fword,  reftores  all ;  Pfal. 
Ixix.  4.  'Then  rejlored  I  that  ivhich  I  took  not  away. 
What  was  taken  away  ?  why,  the  devil,  Adam,  and 
Eve  took  away  the  glory  due  to  God,  the  obedience 
due  to  the  law,  and  the  happinefs  that  belonged  to  man 
in  his  hrft  creation.  Well,  fays  Christ,  it  is  much  to 
bring  them  all  back  again  ;  but  I  will  do  it,  though  I 
took  them  not  away.  I  will  reilore  to  man  his  happi- 
nefs ;  he  has  loft  the  favour  of  God,  I  will  reftore  it 
in  juftification  ;  he  has  loft  the  image  of  God,  I  will 
reftore  it  in  regeneration  ;  he  has  loft  the  fellowfliip  of 
God,  I  will  reftore  it,  being  God's  Fellow :  I  will 
bring  them  to  fellovv^lhip  with  God,  by  fuftaining  the 
flroak  of  the  fword  which  they  fhould  have  fuftained 
for  ever.  I  Vv^ill  reftore  to  the  law  its  due  obedience  ; 
yea,  I  will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honourable, 
by  my  obedience  to  it,  in  fo  much  that  the  Lord  of 
hofts  ihall  be  well  pleafed  for  my  righteoufnefs  fake  ;  and 
fo  I  will  reftore  to  God  the  honour  and  glory  that  he 
loft  by  the  fm  of  man.     And  this  leads  to  a 

2.  lleafon,  why  the  Lord  of  hofts  made  the  fword 
of  juftice  to  awake  and  fmite  his  Shepherd,  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow  ?  Why,  that  thus  he  might  get  all 
his  divine  attributes  glorified  to  the  higheft.  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highcjl^  was  the  fong  of  angels  when  he  ap- 
peared in  our  nature,  to  receive  this  awful  ftroak. 
God's  honour  was  not  more  impaired  and  embezzeled 
by  the  fm  of  man,  that  it  was  reftored  and  repaired 
by  the  death  of  Chrift.  If  all  mankind,  and  all  the 
angels  witli  them,  had  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fword 
of  divine  juftice,  it  could  not  have  repaired  the  honour 
of  God  for  one  ftn  :  though  they  had  all  been  offered 

up 
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up  in  one  whole  burnt-ofFering,  it  could  not  have  fa- 
tisfied  infinite  jullice  ;  yea,  though  they  had  all  been 
damned  in  hell,   to  all  eternity,   juftice  could  never 
have  got  full  fatisfadion.     But  here  h  juftice  glorified 
to  the  highefl ;  By  one  offering  he  hath  perfcEied  for  e- 
ver  them  that  are  fandijied  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  vin- 
dicated the  fpotlefs  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
that  it  may  be  known  that  God  is  holy  and  juf^,  who 
will  needs  avenge  fin  in  his  own  Son,    the  holy  and 
innocent  Cautioner,  when  he  interpofes  in  the  finner's 
room.     This  is  the  declared  defign  of  God's  awaken- 
ing the  Sword  of  jufiice  againfl  Chrifl ;  Ptom,  iii.  25. 
Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a   -propitiation  for  ftn^ 
through  faith  in  his  blood,    to  declare  his   righteoufnefs^ 
that  he  might  he  jufl,  arid  the  juftifier  of  him  that  be- 
lieveth  in  Jefus,     If  God  had  exaded  the  fatisfaftion 
of  the  finners  themfelves,  by  fending  them  to  hell,  it 
might  have  declared  his  jufiice  and  righteoufnefs  much ; 
but  here  it  is  more  glorioully  declared,  and  glorified 
to  the  highefi  :  for,  if  we  confider  Chrifi  in  himfelf, 
and  the  ele6l  in  themfelves,    his  death  and  fufferings 
are  more  than  if  all  the  eled  had  fuiFered  eternally  in 
hell.     Here  is  mercy  alfo  and  free  grace  glorified  to 
the  highefi:,  while  the  finner  is  liberate  and  not  put  to 
pay  the  debt  in  his  own  perfon.     Here  is  diiYmc  power 
glorified  to  the  highefl: ;  in  the  crucifying  Chrifi,  whom 
the  power  of  God  fupported  under  that  load  of  wrath 
that  would  have  crulhed  ten  thoufand  worlds.     Here 
is  wifdom  glorified  to  the  highefi  ;  T^he  manifold  wifdom 
of  God^  that  there  fhould  be  two  natures,  yet  but  one 
perfon  ;  that  mercy  Ihould  be  fully  magnified,  and  yet 
jufiice  fully  fatisfied  ;  that  fin  fliould  be  puniihed,  and 
yet  the  finner  unpuniflied  ;  that  the  finner  fhould  e- 
Icape,  and  yet  God  fhould  take  vengeance  upon  fin. 
O  the  vv^ifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery  ! 

3.  Reafon  why  the  Lord  of  hofis  ordered  the  fword 
of  jufiice  to  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow  ;  it  was  even  for  the  honour  of  the 
Shepherd,  and  the  glory  of  the  Man  his  Fellov/.  God 
defigned  that  for  his  fuffering  of  deaths  he  fhould  be 
crowned  with  glory  and  honour^  Heb.  ii.  9.     That  for 
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his  humbling  himfelf,  and  becoming  obedience  to  the 
death,  he  iliould  be  highly  exalted  above  all,  aiid  hav^ 
(I  name  above  every  Jiaine,  Phil.  ii.  9.     That  for  drink* 
m<^  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  he  ihould  lift  up  his  head ; 
that  after  he  had  drunk  of  the  brook  of  divine  wrath 
in  our  room,  he  fhould  lift  up  his  head  above  all  prinr 
cipalities  and  powers,  and  have  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth  given  to  him,  and  a  number  of  eleQ:  to  praife 
him  for  ever.     O  it  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  think, 
what  he  gave  and  what  he  got !  What  gave  he  ?  His 
body,  his  foul,  his  blood,  his  life  :  What  got  he  ?  E- 
ven  fome  of  the  black,  ugly  race  of  Adam  to  embrace 
him :  he  makes  his  foul  an  affervT^  for  fin,  and  then 
he  fees,  his  feed,    he  fees  the  travel  of  his  foul,  and  is 
fatisfied.     He  thinks  all  his  pains  well  beliowed,  w^hen 
he  gets  his  bride  in  his  arms.     O  here  is  love  I  behold 
incarnate  love  !  bleeding  love  !  dying  love  !  Shall  not 
this  glorious  Lovev  be  exalted  of  God  for  ever,  and 
exalted  by  all  the  redeemed  with  the  highefl  praifes, 
for  opening  his  breaft  to  receive  the  wound  of  the  a* 
wakened  fword  of  jullice  ?  yea,   more,  the  fong  will 
be,  fVorihy^  worthy  is  the  Lanib  that  zuas  flain-      Thou 
•zuaft  fiain.j  and  haft  redeemed  us,  to  God  by  thy  blood.    And 
this  leads  to  the 

4.  And  laft  reafon,  why  the  fword  of  juO.ice  was 
ordered  to  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man 
that  is  Qod's  Fellow,  vizy  That  a  fountain  of  blood 
might  be  opened  for  the  benefit  of  the  flieep.  The 
Shepherd  was  fmitten  with  the  fword  of  judice,  that 
the  liroak  m/ight  open  a  fountain  for  the  watering  of 
the  Iheep  ;  Zech.  xiii.  i..  There  foall  be  a  fountain  0- 
fenedforfui,  and  for  uncleann^fis.  A  fountain  for  wa- 
tering and  wafliing  of  the  {lieep.  And  hpw  is  it  to  be 
opened  ?  even  with  the  fword  of  juftice  ;  Ar^ake,  Q 
fzuord,  againji  the  man.  My  Fallow.  Now,  the  Shep* 
herd's  blood,  (hed  by  the  fword  of  juftice,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  fheep  piany  ways  :  Why  ? 

(i.)  It  h peace fpi^akin^  blood  ;  it  fpeaks  b^^tter  things 
than  the  blood  of  Abel :  It  fpeaks  peace  and  reconcilia-, 
tion  with  God,  which  is  founded  upon  the  blood  of 
C.hrift  \  this  is  the  wine  that  cheers  the  heart  of  Go4 

an(i 


Serm.  I.        againjl  God's  Fellow.  6i 

and  man.  The  juftice  of  God  took  a  drink  of  this 
blood  till  it  was  cheered  and  fatisfied  ;  and  when  the 
foul  of  the  finner  gets  a  drink  of  this  blood,  O  but 
this  red  wine  rejoices  his  heart. 

(2.)  It  is  heart-cleanfing  blood ;  the  blood  of  the 
Shepherd,  fhed  by  the  Iword  of  juftice,  is  for  the  wafh- 
ing  of  the  fheep ;  ^e  blood  of  Chriji  cleanfes  from  all 
ftn.  It  cleanfes  meritorioufly  from  the  guilt  of  fm,  in 
juftification  ;  it  cleanfes  eificaciouily  from  the  filth  of 
fm,  in  fandification  :  it  cleanfes  only  ;  for  no  means, 
no  duties,  no  tears,  no  prayers,  no  fermon,  no  facra- 
ment,  no  ordinances,  no  communion-table,  will 
cleanfe  you  from  lin,  but  only  the  blood. of  Chrift.  It 
cleanfes  infallibly  ;  for  all  the  devils  in  hell,  and  all  the 
evils  in  the  heart,  fhallnot  be  able  to  mar  the  efficacy 
of  this  blood,  if  it  be  fprinkled  on  you  by  the  hand  of 
the  Spirit.  The  whole  company  that  are  Handing  a- 
bout  the  throne,  have  wafhed  their  robes,  aiid  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb* 

(3.)  This  blood,  which  the  fword  of  juftice  draws 
from  the  Shepherd,  is  healing  blood ;  for  the  healing 
of  his  flieep  :  By  hisfiripes  we  are  healed.  Were  your 
difeafes  never  fo  defperate,  here  is  a  healing  medicine 
for  them  ;  it  can  heal  the  hardnefs  of  the  heart ;  They 
fhall  look  on  him  whom  they  have  -pierced  and  mourn  :  It 
can  heal  the  barren  foil  of  the  heart,  and  turn  it  to  a 
fertile  ground  ;  Hof.  xiv.  6.  From  ?ne  is  fhy  fruit  found: 
from  my  Spirit,  as  the  efficient }  and  from  my  blood, 
as  the  procuring  caufe. 

(4.)  It  is  "Bi  fweet'fmeUijng  blood  ;  it  has  a  fweet-fmel- 
ling  favour  in  the  noftrils  of  the  Lord  of  hofts ;  and 
perfumes  the  prayers  and  duties  of  the  believer ;  We 
are  accepted  only  in  the  Beloved,  Our  perfons,  our 
prayers,  our  preaching,  our  communicating,  would 
all  ftink,  unlefs  they  be  dipt  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb. 

(5,)  This  blood  of  the  Surety,  ihed  by  the  fword 
of  juftice,  is  blifs -pur chafing  blood ;  and  one  of  the 
grand  bleffings  purchafed  is  the  Holy  Ghoft :  the  Spi- 
rit is  one  of  the  greateft  inftances  of  the  love  of  God 
in  Chrift,     Whenever  Adam  fmned,  the  holy  Spirit 
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left  him,  and  the  unclean  fpirit  came  in  his  room ; 
but  when  the  fecond  Adam  came,  he  brought  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  again  with  him  :  /  have  put  my  Spirit  upon 
hiin  ;  and  be  jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles, 
And,  O  what  is  the  world  without  the  Spirit  of  God? 
what  is  a  man,  a  minifter,  a  facrament,  a  city,  a  na- 
tion, without  the  Spirit  of  God?  What  makes  matters 
fo  far  wrong  in  a  land,  but  that  there  is  fo  little  of  the 
Spirit  with  miniilers  and  people  ?  There  is  no  life 
where  the  quickening  Spirit  comes  not :  O  Sirs,  we  will 
have  dead  preaching,  dead  hearing,  dead  communi- 
cating, lifelefs  work  this  day,  if  the  purchafed  Spirit 
do  not  come  !  When  he  comes,  life  comes  with  him. 
Can  thefe  dry  bones  live  f  can  thefe  dead,  formal,  life- 
lefs, unbelieving,  hypocritical,  and  carnal  hearts  live? 
Yea,  undoubtedly  they  can,  if  the  Spirit  blow  :  O  let 
your  hearts  cry.  Come,  O  north-wind ;  blozOi  thou  foiith : 
Come  from  the  four  winds y  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon 
thefe  flain  that  they  may  live.  Cry  for  the  purchafed 
and  promifed  Spirit,  that  we  may  live,  and  be  lively 
in  our  work  this  day. 

(6.)  This  blood  has  purchafed  all  fpiritual  blejjtngs  : 
it  has  purchafed  pardon  of  fm  ;  We  have  redemption 
through  his  bloody  even  the  remijfion  of  fin.  It  has  pur- 
thafed  ''ecovery  after  falls,  and  freedom  from  total  a- 
poflacy  to  all  that  believe  ;  /  zuill  heal  their  backflid- 
ings,  'T hough  he  fall  he  fhall  not  utterly  be  cafl  down  ; 
for  the  Lord  upholds  him  with  his  hand,  Pfal.  xxxvii. 
24.  Good  news  to  believers,  fay  you,  he  has  pur- 
chafed all  good  for  them  ;  but  not  to  the  like  of  me; 
fuch  an  unbelieving  impenitent  finner  as  me.  If  that 
be  your  thought,  man,  it  is  an  ignorant  blunder ;  I 
tell  you  better  news,  this  blood  of  Chriff,  fhed  by  the 
fword  of  judice,  has  purchafed  faith,  to  the  faithlefs  ; 
repentance,  to  the  impenitent ;  grace,  to  the  grace- 
lefs ;  and  nothing  did  he  purchafe  to  any  but  as  guilty 
fmners,  deftitute  of  all  good.  Here  is  a  good  market 
for  you  that  have  no  good,  no  grace  :  others  that  are 
increafed  with  goods,  and  think  that  they  have  a  good 
heart  to  God,  good  defires  and  inclinations,  and  hope 
thereupon  for  God's  favour,  may  be  doing  with  their 
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old  covenant  of  works,  where  they  and  their  money 
fhall  perilh  :  but  for  you  that  are  poor,  guilty,  filthy, 
perifhing  fmners,  deflitute  of  all  good  in  yourfelves, 
here  is  good  news  to  you ;  here  is  grace,  free  grace, 
full  grace,  rich  grace,  all  grace ;  grace  to  juiiifjr  the 
guilty,  grace  to  fand;ify  the  filthy,  grace  to  llrengthen 
the  weak,  grace  to  fupply  the  needy.     You  that  want 
grace,    may  come   hear  and  get  it ;    you  that  have 
grace,  may  come  here  and  get  more  ;  this  blood  has 
purchafed  all  grace,  and  the  purchafer  (lands  ready  to 
communicate  it :  for  he  has  no  other  thing  to  do  with 
his  mediatorial  grace,  but  to  give  it  out  to  fmners,  to 
men,  to  rebels  ;  He  has  received  gifts  for  men^  even 
jor  the  rebellious^  that  God  the  Lord  might  dwell  among 
them.     O  the  noble  purchafe  of  this  blood !  It  has  pur- 
chafed freedom  from  the  law,    both  from  the  curfe 
and  command  of  the  covenant  of  works,  in  fo  much 
that  the  believer  is  neither  under  the  mandate,    nor 
the  fandion  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  :  by 
the  obedience  of  Chrift  to  the  command  of  that  cove- 
nant they  are  jnade  righteous^  Rom.  xv.  1 9.    Who  alfo 
bath  redeemed  them  frorn  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made 
a  curfe  for  them^  Gal.  iii.  13.    The  believer  indeed  is 
under  ftronger  obligations  to  obey  the  law,  as  it  is  a 
rule  of  life  and  holinefs,  than  ever  Adam  was  in  a  ftate 
of  innocency  ;  but  as  it  is  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
condition  of  life,  he  has  not  a  farthing  of  debt  to  pay 
to  it,  if  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  be  complete  and 
full ;    yea,    this  makes  the  law  of  God  his  delight, 
when  he  attains  to  the  faith  of  this,  that  he  has  no- 
thing to  do  v/ith  it  as  it  is  a  covenant. 

In  a  word,  by  this  blood,  (bed  by  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice,  there  is  a  purchafe  made  oi  accefs  to  God.  I'he 
Son  of  man  was  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs,  to  open  the 
gates  of  heaven,  which  our  fm  had  Ihut ;  he  rent  the 
vail  from  top  to  bottom,  aiid  we  have  holdncfs  to 
enter  into  the  holicji  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  The  fword 
awakened  againft  the  Son,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 
the  Father  ;  i  Pet.  iii.  18.  Chrifi  has  once  fufferedfor 
fn  ;  the  jiift  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  hrin^  us  to 
Cod.  We  arc  at  a  diftance  from  Gcd,  lying  peace- 
ably 
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ably  in  the  devil's  arms ;  but  they  that  were  far  off>, 
are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  ChriJL  All  the  fermonSj 
all  the  means  in  the  world,  will  not  bring  us  near  to 
God ;  the  means  by  which  he  draws  men  to  himfelf, 
is  jufl  by  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs  ;  When  I  am  Uft- 
ed  up^  fays  Chrili,  /  will  draw  all  men  after  me.  Well, 
he  was  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs,  where  he  received  the 
blow  of  God*s  awaivened  fword  ;  he  was  lifted  up  in- 
to heaven,  to  his  Father's  right-hand^  and  he  is  lifted 
up  upon  the  pole  of  this  gofpel ;  and  has  he  faid,  / 
ivill  draw  all  men  after  me  f  O  fay,  Amen.  Lord,  let 
this  be  a  drawing  day. 

VI.  Thejtxth  thing  was  the  application.  Now,  ma- 
ny, very  many  things  might  be  deduced  from  this 
doctrine,  by  way  of  application.  I  Ihall  at  the  time 
oifer  you  but  a  few  general  inferences^  and  refer  the- 
reli  to  be  accommodated  more  particularly  to  the  red: 
of  the  work  of  the  day,  as  the  Lord  (hall  pleafe  to 
guide  and  dired:.  Well,  is  it  fo,  that  by  fpecial  or- 
ders from  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  man  Chrifi:, 
his  Shepherd  and  his  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to  the 
awakened  fword  of  infinite  juflice  ?  Is  it  fo  as  you  have 
heard  ?  then  we  may  hence  fee,  and  behold, 

I .  The  infinite  malignity  of  fm,  and  the  dreadful  de-* 
merit  thereof.  Did  it  overflow  the  old  world  with  a 
deluge  of  water  ?  did  it  confume  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah with  a  Ilorm  of  fire  and  brimllone  ?  did  it  call  an* 
gels  and  men  that  are  under  it  into  Tophet,  the  place 
"whereof  15  fire  and  much  wood^  zvhich  the  breath  of  the 
Lord  doth  kindl?  ;  fo  as  the  fiuoke  of  their  torments  afceni 
for  ever  and  ever?  In  all  this  may  the  demerit  of  fin 
be  fecn  ;  but  much  more  here  in  Chrift,  a  facrifice  to 
the  awakened  fword  of  divine  vengeance.  Go  to  Gol- 
gotha, and  fee  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  drink- 
ing up  the  cup  of  his  Father's  indignation  !  fuffering 
unto  blood!  fuffering  unto  death  !  iox^  God  [pared  him 
not,,  being  now  in  the  room  of  fmners  :  behold  the 
earth  trembling  under  the  mighty  load  of  this  terrible 
wrath  ;  for  there  was  a  great  earthquake  Vv'hile  the 
fvv'ord  of  God's  wrath  was  running  through  the  man 

that 


Serm.  I.         againfl  God*s  Fellow.  6; 

that  was  his  Fellow ;  the  heavens  grew  dark  when 
this  awful  fpeclacle  was  expofed  ;  the  fun  was  ecUpf- 
ed^  contrary  to  the  common  rules  of  nature,  which 
made  an  heathen  philofopher  cry  out,  '  That  either  the 
'  frame  of  nature  was  diilolving,  or  the  God  of  na- 
ture fuffering.'  And  what  lliall  we  that  profefs  to  be 
Chriflians  fay  to  thefe  things  ?  v/liat  ihali  we  that  arc 
fmners  fay  concerning  that  abominable  evil,  fni,  which 
'  wrought  this  bloody  tragedy  ?  It  was  fm,  and  our  fm 
too;  {ox  he  was  ivounded  for  ouk  iniquities;  the  Lord 
laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  \js  all^  Ifa.  liii.  6.  O  !  how 
heavy  did  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  find  the 
weight  of  fm  to  be,  when  it  preiled  him  to  the  ground, 
and  made  him  fweat  great  drops  of  blood !  when  the 
fword  of  wrath,  which  -he  fudained  in  our  room,  was 
above  his  head. 

2.  Hence  behold  both  the  gvodnefs  and  fe-veriti  of 
God :  his  goodnefsj  in  finding  out  this  way  of  fatisfac- 
tion  to  his  own  juitice,  and  wounding  his  own  Son, 
that  fmners,  for  whom  he  was  Surety,  might  not  be 
wounded  eternally  :  and  the  feverity  and  jufiice  of  God, 
in  exading  fuch  a  full  fatisfadion,  that  though  all  the 
ele£t  had  been  fatisfying  eternally  in  hell,  juilice  had 
not  been  made  to  fhine  fo  fplendidly  and  gloriouily. 
O  if  we  could  think  and  fpeak  aright  of  this  wonder- 
ful myftery  i  O  wonder  that  we  are  not  more  aflefted 
with  it !  that  we,  miferable  wretched  fmners,  fhouid 
have  been  purfued  eternally  by  juilice,  and  could  do 
nothing  to  avert  the  (Iroak  of  it ;  and  that  fuch  a  great 
and  glorious  perfon,  as  the  Man,  God's  Fellow, 
fhould  interpoie  himfelf;  and  hereupon  the  Father 
Oiould  fpare  the  poor  fmful  enemies,  and  make  way 
for  them  to  efcape,  by  diverting  of  his  juftice  from 
purfuing  them,  and  by  making  it  take  hold  of  the  Son 
of  his  bofom  ;  exading  the  debt  feverely  from  him  1 
O  wonder  that  the  Lord  fhould  pafs  by  the  enemies, 
and  fatisfy  himfelf  upon  his  own  Son  ! 

3.  Hence  behold  the  zuonderful  concurrence  of  the 
glorious  perfons  of  the  bleiTed  Trinity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghofl,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion ;  for  here  is  the  Lord  of  hods,  Jehovah,  Father, 
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Son,  and  Holy  Gliod:,  one  God,  efientially  confidered, 
profecutlng  the  work  of  redemption  ;  and  faying,  with 
refped  to  Cliri(i-,  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Godhead, 
coniidered  as  he  became  man  and  Mediator,  Awake ^  0 
fzvord^  agalnjl  the  man  that  is  my  Fellozu.  Not  that  God 
\he  Father  deUghted  in  the  fuifering,  as  fuch,  of  his 
innocent  Son  ;  for,  be  afflicts  not  zuillingly^  even  the  child- 
dren  of  men :  but  confidering  the  end  and  the  effed: 
that  was  to  follow,  the  feed  that  he  fliould  beget  to  e- 
ternal  life,  and  the  captives  whom  he  was  to  redeem  ; 
in  this  refpecl,  It  pleafcd  the  Lord  to  hrinfe  him  ;  when 
he  might  have  fulFered  all  mankind  to  ly  fhili  in  their 
forlorn  condition,  it  pleafed  him  to  give  his  life  a  ran- 
fom  for  many.  Here  the  whole  Trinity  is  in  concert, 
each  perfon  to  perform  his  own  part ;  wherein  all  the 
brio-ht  perfections  of  the  divine  nature  do  gloriouily  con- 
fpire.  O  !  how  does  God  commend  his  love  to  us,  in  that 
-whiljl  we  were  yet  [inner s^  Chrljl  died  for  us  f  Rom.  v. 
8.  And,  O  how  he  loved  us,  Vv^ho  waf}?ed  us  jrom  our 
fins  in  his  own  bloods  Rev.  i.  5.    Again, 

4.  Behold  herein  the  holy  fovereignty  of  God,  that 
over-rules  all  the  actions  of  men,  even  thefe  wherein 
they  have  a  mod  fenfible  hand,  and  are  moit  inexcuf- 
able.  Though  Judas  that  betrayed,  Pilate  that  con- 
demned, the  innocent  Son  of  God,  aded  moil  fmful- 
]y  ;-  yet  the  Lord  himfelf  had  an  active  over-ruling  hand 
in  carrying  on  his  own  defigns.  What  Judas  and  Pilate 
did,  was  not  by  guefs,  but  juft  the  execution  of  God's 
antlent  decree :  how  pure  and  fpotlefs  is  God  in  vent- 
ing and  manifefting  his  grace,  hoiinefs,  and  juftice, 
when  men  are  venting  their  corruption,  impiety,  and 
injuftice !  Here  is  a  principal  diamonei  in  Jehovah's 
crov;n,  that  he  is  able,  not  only  to  govern  all  the  natu- 
ral fecond  caufes  that  are  in  the  world,  in  their  feveral 
courfes  and  adions,  and  order  them  to  his  own  glory  ; 
but  even  devils,  wicked  men,  and  hypocrites,  their 
mod:  corrupt  and  abominable  actions,  and  make  them 
invariably  fubfervicnt  to  the  promoting  of  his  own  holy 
ends  and  purpofes,  and  yet  be  free  of  their  fm,  for 
which  they  fliail  count  to  him  :  and  as  it  was  no  excufe 
to  the  ci'uciiiers  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  thev  did  what 
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before  was  decreed  of  God ;  fo  it  fliail  be  no  excufe  to 
any  man  in  a  fmful  courfe,  that  God  has  a  hand  in  e- 
very  thing  that  really  comes  to  pafs,  who  yet  is  juil  and 
holy  in  all.  This  may  alio  flay  our  hearts,  when  the 
devil  and  his  inftruments  are,  as  it  were,  running  mad, 
that  they  can  do  no  more  than  what  God  permits  ;  nay, 
fome  way  commiHionates  them  to  do  :  no  fword  of  men, 
or  devils,  can  do  any  execution,  unlefs  God  fays,  Awake^ 
0  fworcL 

5.  In  this  text  and  dodrine  we  may  fee  and  behold, 
what  a  glorioujly  well-qualified  Redeemer  we  have  ;  he 
is  God^s  Shepherd^  the  man  his  Fellow :  behold  what  in- 
tereft  he  has  in  God !  and  that  both  by  nature,  being 
God  Fellow  ;  and  by  covenant,  being  God's  Shepherd : 
behold  what  intereft  he  "has  in  us  ;  and  that  alfo  both 
by  nature,  being  man  ;  and  by  covenant,  by  virtue  of 
the  covenant  of  grace,  being  our  Shepherd  by  God's 
appointment  and  conftitution.  O  how  fit  is  he,  who  is 
the  eifential  Wifdom  of  the  Father,  to  reveal  the  coun- 
fel  of  God's  love  from  eternity !  How  fit  is  he,  who  is 
the  middle  perfon  of  the  Godhead,  to  be  the  Mediator 
and  Midfman  1  How  fit  is  he,  who  is  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  to  bring  many  fons  and  daughters  to  glory  !  The 
eternal  Word  that  made  the  world,  alfo  to  redeem  the 
world  !  How  fit,  as  God-man  ;  being  man,  to  pay  man's 
debt ;  as  God,  to  give  it  a  value  :  man,  to  deal  v/ith 
man  ;  and  God,  to  deal  with  God !  What  an  able  Sa- 
viour mufl  he  be,  who  is  God's  Fellow  !  able  to  fave  to 
the  uitermojif  Help  is  laid  upon  one  that  is  mighty  indeed ! 
What  a  wiUing  Saviour  muif  he  be,  who  is  God's  Fellow ! 
He  could  not  have  been  forced  to  fuller,  nor  dragged  to 
the  work,  if  he  had  not  been  willing :  nay,  with  chearful 
willingnefs  he  flew,  as  it  were,  upon  the  point  of  the  fword ; 
Lo^  I  come.  What  a  fufhcient  ranfom  has  he  given,  hnce 
he  is  God's  Fellov/ !  O  this  price  of  redemption  cannot 
be  over-valued  !  What  a  well-furniflied  Saviour  is  he,  to 
give  life  to  whom  he  will.  God's  Fellow,  the  party 
offended,  dying  to  conciliate  -friendlhip  with  the  party 
offending  1  O  what  a  gift  is  Chrifi:,  %vhen  God  fo  loved 
the  worlds  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Sen  ;  his  Fellow^ 
his  Equal!  It  is  more  than  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the 
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-whole  univerfe  !  O  how  fure  and  permanent  mufl  this 
redemption  be,  that  is  managed  by  the  Lord  of  hods, 
and  his  Fellow  !  What  a  fure  and  fweet  way  to  the  Fa- 
ther, is  the  man  Chrilt,  fmce  he  is  God's  Fellow  !  Think 
not  Itrange  that  he  was  able  to  triumph  over  all  ene- 
mies, to  outwit  the  old  Serpent,  to  rife  again  from  the 
grave,  to  conquer  hell,  and  purchafe  heaven  ;  for  the 
man  was  God's  Fellow.  How  highly  is  our  nature  ad- 
vanced in  Chrifl !  though  not  changed  into  the  divine, 
vet  perfonally  united  thereto  :  Chriil  has  not  loft  his 
dignity,  by  becoming  man  :  he  is  the  man  God's  Fel- 
low. O  what  a  well-qualified  and  glorious  Redeemer  is 
he  1  qualified  by  the  Lord  of  hofts  himfelf,  who  had 
made  him  his  Shepherd,  v/ho  is  our  Shepherd !  The 
Lord  is  my  Shepherd^  fays  the  believer;  and  he  is  7ny 
Shepherd^  fays  Jehovah,  though  in  different  refpefts :  I 
have  made  him  the  Shepherd  of  my  fheep.  O  if  God's 
Shepherd  be  your  Shepherd,  poor  foul ;  if  your  heart 
be  pleafed  with  the  choice  that  he  has  made  of  a  Shep- 
herd ;  and  God's  elecl  be  your  elecV,  God's  choice  your 
choice,  happy,  thrice  happy  were  it  for  you,  that  ever 
you  was  born.  O  that  a  flock  of  Iheep  were  gathered 
to  him  to-day ! 

6.  We  may  hence  fee  the  terrible  Jlate  of  unbelievers 
and  Chriftlefs  fmners,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  the 
comfortable  /late  of  believers,  on  the  other. 

(i.)  On  the  one  hand,  I  fay,  we  may  here  fee  the 
dreadful  Ji ate  of  unbelievers^  and  the  damning  nature  of 
unbelief  The  Rvord  of  divine  juftice,  the  fword  of 
God's  wrath,  is  hanging  over  the  head  of  all  thofe  who 
come  not  under  the  cover  of  the  blood  of  Chrift,  that 
was  fhed  by  this  awful  fword.  It  is  a  lofty,  but  a  terrible 
word  you  have  in  Deut.  xxxii.  40,  41.  I  lift  up  my 
hand  to  heaven  and  fay^  I  live  for  ever  ;  if  I  whet  my  glit- 
ter  tug  fword  y  and  my  hand  take  holdonjudgmtut,  I  will  render 
'vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  a  reward  to  them  that  hate 
vie ;  I  will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood.  The 
Avord  or  God's  vengeance  muft  be  drunk  either  with 
the  blood  of  the  fmner,  or  the  blood  of  the  Surety  ,in 
tiie  fmner's  room.  Now,  they  who,  through  unbelief, 
dclpife  and  rejed  Chrifl:,  the  facriiice  to  juftice,  which 
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God  has  provided,  they  mull  themfelves  be  a  facrifice 
thereto :  fee  how  fearfully  this  is  fet  forth,  Heb.  x.  27, 
28,  29,  31.  If  we  fin  wilfully^  after  we  have  received 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if  we  wilfully 
and  finally  rejed  Chrift  ;  if  we  live  and  die  in  unbelief, 
refufing  the  remedy  that  God  has  provided,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  is  made  known  to  us  in  the  glorious  gofpel, 
there  is  no  remedy  for  us  but  perifhing ;  there  remains 
no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  but  a  fearful  lookitigfor  of  judg- 
ment, and  fiery  indignation,  zuhich  fhall  devour  the  adver- 
faries.  O  fmner,  there  is  not  a  day  you  hear  fermon, 
and  hear  Chrift  offered,  but  if  you  flight  him,  you  go 
away  with  a  new  load  of  gilt ;  hence  the  hell  of  profef- 
fors  Ihall  be  the  greateft  and  hoteft  places  in  hell :  the 
like  of  Corazen  and  Bethfaida,  the  like  of  Dunfermline, 
and  the  places  about,  where  Chrift  is  preached,  ftiall  go 
to  the  center  of  hell,  when  others  ftiall  not  have  fo  hot 
a  hell.  This  fm  of  unbeUef  is  worfe  than  the  murder- 
ing Chrift ;  for  they  knew  not  that  he  was  the  Lord 
of  glory :  but  this  fm  wilfully  rejeds  him,  while  you 
know  he  is  the  Lord  of  glory.  The  fm  of  unbelief, 
what  a  dreadful  thing  is  it !  The  man  makes  God  moft 
true,  a  liar,  like  the  devil !  and  refufes  to  let  God  have 
the  honour  of  a  full  fatisfadion  to  juftice ;  will  not  let 
God  get  fatisfaclion  for  all  his  ftns,  as  he  might  have  in 
the  facrifice  of  his  Son.  O  unbelief,  unbelief!  for  a 
man  to  have  continued  all  his  days,  from  his  infancy, 
under  the  drop  of  the  word  and  calls  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  Bride,  faying,  Come^  come  to  Chrift^  and  yet  the  man 
lives  and  dies  never  hearkening. 

(2.)  On  the  other  hand,  here  we  may  fee  the  comfort- 
able Jiate  of  believers  in  Chrift,  and  thefaving  nature  of 
true  jufify'ing  faith.  The  believer  cannot  but  be  fafe 
and  happy  ;  for  the  ftroak  of  the  fword  of  juftice  has 
fallen  by  him,  and  has  lighted  upon  his  Surety,  his 
Shepherd :  the  death  of  the  Shepherd  is  the  life  of  the 
ftieep.  Though  the  fheep  may  be  fcattered,  and  fear- 
red  with  fatherly  chaftifements  ;  yet  the  Shepherd  being 
fmitten  with  the  fword  of  vindidive  juftice,  no  ftroak  of 
judicial  wrath  fhall  ever  fall  upon  them  :  for  Chrift  has 
borne  their  griefs^  and  carried  their  forrozvs^  and  by  his 
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Jiripes  they  are  heakd :  and  all  that  look  to  him  by  faith 
(hail  be  healed,  and  faved  in  like  manner.  The  objed 
of  juftifying  faith  is  the  man  God's  Fellow,  falling  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  fword  of  divine  juflice.  Though  you 
{hould  believe  all  the  Bible,  the  whole  divine  revelation, 
except  this  point,  Chriji  fet  forth  to  lye  a  propitiation  in 
bloody  you  have  no  j  uflifying  faith  ;  the  doctrine  of  the 
blood  of  God,  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  this  only  is  the 
healing  balfam  to  the  bleeding  wounds  of  the  fmner, 
that  has  anv  fenfe  of  fm,  or  fear  of  wrath.  Talk  of  the 
law  to  fach  a  man,  it  is  jufl  as  if  you  fhould  bring  a 
murderer  to  fee  the  ghoft  of  the  man  he  had  killed  :  O, 
fays  he,  that  is  the  law  that  I  have  broken,  and  fo  he  is 
racked  and  tormented,  left  the  fword  of  wrath  avenge 
the  quarrel  of  the  broken  law  upon  him ;  but  let  him 
fee  a  Chrift  dying  on  a  crofs,  with  the  fword  of  wrath 
running  through  his  heart,  a  Chrift  hanging  between 
heaven  and  earth  in  his  room,  and  all  the  debt  of  the 
cled  upon  his  flioulders,  here  is  a  full  cordial  to  a  faint- 
ing foul ;  here  is  the  aft  of  juftifying  faith,  the  beholding 
of  this  facrijice^  and  acquiefcing  in  it  as  the  price  of 
redemption  ;  relying  on  the  precious  blood  that  was 
drawn  by  that  awful  fword,  and  laying  the  ftrefs  of  our 
falvation  upon  it :  that  is  a  laying  ftrefs  where  God  laid 
it,  a  coming  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  man 
that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  a  fcreen  from  the  law  and  juf- 
tice.  Here  is  a  noble  foundation  for  faith  ;  we  may  e- 
ven  dare  to  approach  a  provoked  God,  an  angry  Deity, 
the  God  who  is  a  confuming  fire,  and  a  flaming  fword ; 
why,  here  is  blood,  worthy  blood,  to  quench  the  fire  ; 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  bleeding  and  dying  in  our 
nature.  We  may  well  fay  with  Luther,  '  Lord,  keep 
*  me  from  a  mere  God,  an  abfolute  God  ;  a  God  not 
'  in  Chrift,  not  reconciled  by  the  death  of  Chrift.' 
But  here  is  the  atonement  and  propitiation  ;  and  there- 
fore faith  may  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

7.  Hence  alfo  we  may  fee  the  malignity  of  an  antichrif-. 
tianfpirit ;  not  only  that  of  Fap'i/is^  who  bring  in  their 
works  of  merit  upon  the  field  of  juftification  before  God, 
as  if  any  thing  could  pleafe  a  dreadful  God,  befides 
the  blood  of  hi^  Fellow )  but  alfo,  all  others  that  are  e- 
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nemies  to  the  crofs  of  Chrifl ;  enemies  to  the  glorious 

gofpel  of  a  crucified  Chriil. Here  the  Socinian  fpirit 

is  condemned  as  antichriilian,  who  fay,  '  That  God  was 
'  never  alienate  from  man  ;  and  that  God,  out  of  his 
'  mere  bounty,    without  any   interveening  fatisfaclion, 
'  pardons  fm :'  But  if  fo,  why  would  ever  there  be  fuch  a 
found  as,  AivakCy  0  fword,    agaivjl  the  man  that  is  my 
Fellow  f  Why  would  there  have  been  an  atonement,  if 
it  was  not  to  avert  the  wrath  revealed  from  heaven  againil 
all  the  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men  ?  In  vain 
did  the  fword  awake  and  fmite  the  Shepherd,  if  without 
JJjedding  of  blood  there  was  remijjion, — Here  alfo,  the  Li- 
bertine^   and  Latitudinarian  fpirit  is  condemned.     O ! 
what  ignorant  fottilli  fools  are  they,  who  make  a  mock 
at  fm,    which  being  imputed  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  made 
him  fweat  and  bleed  in  the  anguiili  of  his  foul !  O  what 
madnefs  are  they  guilty  of,  who  prefer  the  fatisfaftion 
of  their  brutiili  lulls,  to  the  falvation  of  their  precious 
fouls,    the  redemption  whereof  is  fo  precious,    that  it 
ceafeth  for  ever,    unlefs  the  blood  of  God  be  fhed  for 
it ! — -Here  alfo  the  Arminian  fpirit  is  condemned,  and  e- 
very  Legal  fpirit,  under  w^hatfoever  denomination,  who 
make  faith,  or  any  a6t  or  part  of  it,  or  any  thing  elfe 
whatfoever,  befides  the  blood  of  Chrifl,  to  be  our  righ- 
teoufnefs  before  God  ;  fuch  doiStrine  darkens  grace,  in- 
croaches  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Lord  our  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  is  contrary  to  the  very  nature  of  faith,  which 
is  a  paffing  from,  and  difclaiming  all  other  foundations, 
and  a  running  to,  and  pleading  upon  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
Ihed  by  the  awakened  fword  of  juftice.     The  doctrine 
of  our  text  expofes  the  malignity  of  a  legal  fpirit,  which 
is  fo  natural  to  men,  and  rages  fo  much  at  this  day  ;  as 
if  men,    by  their  terms  and  conditions  on  their  part, 
could  pacify  a  God  of  terrible  majefly,  whom  yet  no- 
thing w^ill  appeafe,  but  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow :  furely  they  know-  not  the  perfection  of  God's 
holinefs,   the  terror  of  his  juflice,    the  feverity  of  his 
tribunal,  the  fpirituality  and  extent  of  his  law,  nor  yet 
their  ovvm  corruption,  weaknefs,  and  w^ickednefs  by  na- 
ture, v/ho  will  dare  to  make  any  thing  the  ground  and 
condition  of  their  acceptance  with  God,  but  the  doing 
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and  dying,  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.    Some 
make  faith,  others  repentance  and  new  obedience,  the 
ftrid  and  proper  condition  of  the  new  covenant ;  but  if 
we  will  not  fhut  our  eyes,  we  may  fee  that  Chrifl's  obe- 
dience, fuffering,  and  fatisfadion  is  the  only  proper  and 
flricl,  fo  called,    condition  thereof:    the  parties  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  are  God  and  Chrift  ;  Chrift  anfwer- 
ing  for  all  the  eled:  therein  :  now,  the  condition  of  the 
covenant  muft  be  a  condition  performable  and  fulfilled 
by  one  of  the  parties,  to  wit,  Chrift  ;  and  the  condition 
is,  That  he,    in  his  obedience  to  the  death,  become  a 
facrifice  to  the  fword  of  divine  juftice  ;  and  upon  this 
condition  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleftings  are  promifed 
to  the  eled; ;    faith,  repentance,  and  all  good  are  pro- 
mifed upon  this  ground ;  for,  fays  God,  upon  his  mak- 
ing his  foul  an  offering  for  Jin ,  be  fo  all  fee  bis  feed :  they 
(hall  get  the  good  things  promifed ;  faith,  love,  know- 
ledge, fear,  and  obedience,  which  are  all  the  fruits  of 
this  grand  condition  of  the  covenant :  faith  is  indeed  of 
abfolute  necefiity,  and  the  only  means  whereby  we  come 
to  be  juftified  ;    //  is  by  faith ^  that  it  may  he  by  grace  ; 
that  is,  faith  renounces  itfelf,  and  all  other  graces  and 
good  things,  in  point  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  looks 
for  it  only  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  alone 
covers  our  iniquities,  and  makes  us  to  be  accepted  of 
God.     l^ot  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  that  we  do^  nor  by 
faith  as  a  work,  or  as  the  fulfilling  of  a  condition,  upon 
which,  being  performed  by  us,  or  wrought  of  God  in 
VIS,  we  may  plead  for  God's  making  out  his  part  of  the 
covenant ;  O  no  :  our  only  plea  before  God  in  this  ob- 
jedt  of  faith  ;  the  bloody  facrifice,  made  by  the  fword 
of  juftice,    upon  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow ;   even 
that  our  Lord  Jefus  has  paid  our  debt,  by  fulfiiling  the 
law  in  our  room,  and  fatisfving  for  the  breaches  thereof. 
As  faith  is  necenary,  feeing  without  faith  it  is  impojfible 
to  pleafe  God ;    fo  is  repentance  neceifary ;'  For^  except 
we  repent^    we  fhall  all  likewife  perijh  :  holinefs  is  ne- 
ceiTary  ;  For  without  holinefs  no  7na7i  fhall  fee  God :  they 
are  necciTary  as  qualities  of  the  covenanted,   purchafcd, 
and  promifed  blelEngs  of  the  covencinL.     None  that  are 
actually  in  the  covenant,  are  without  them  j  and  fo  ail 
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that  are  without  them  will  perilh  and  die  in  their  frns : 
but  let  our  fouls  deteil  the  bringing  in  thefe,  or  any- 
thing elfe,  in  conjunction  with  Chrift,  and  his  blood 
and  righteoufnefs,  fo  as  thereupon  to  look  for  any  be- 
nefit, favour,  or  acceptance  with  God  ;  but  let  us  look 
for  all  holinefs,  as  well  as  happinefs,  only  in  and  thro' 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  g-vlng  him- 
felf  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of  juitice.  And 
fo  I  come  to  the 

8.  And  lad  inference.^  that  I  name  at  the  time,  name- 
ly. Hence  we  may  fee.  What  is  the  great  duty  of  all 
who  hear  this  gofpel,  namelj^  to  embrace  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  to  flock  in  to  this  Shepherd,  and  come 
to  him  as  the  facrifice  and  propitiation  in  his  blood,  in 
whom  the  fword -of  divine  juflice  has  got  fatisfaftion. 
Let  me  then  exhort  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to 
this  duty,  before  I  clofe.  I  may  afterwards  fpeak  to 
different  forts  of  perfons,  and  I  may  afterwards  tell  you 
whom  1  call  to  tla^  ^itomjiiunion-table,  but  at  prefent 
I  am  calling  you  %11  to  come  to  Chrifl.  If  you  tliink 
of  communicating,  in  God's  name.  Hand  aback  from 
his  table,  if  you  will  not  come  to  his  Chrill ;  and  whe- 
ther you  be  thinking  of  communicating  or  not,  man, 
woman,  young  or  old,  that  hear  me,  I  charge  you,  in 
Jehovah's  name,  to  hear  the  word  of  falvation,  and 
apply  it  particularly  to  your  ov/n  fouls,  whoever  you 
be.  Is  it  fo,  that  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofls  is 
bathed  in  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is 
God's  Fellow,  then,  as  you  v/ould  not  fall  a  facrifice 
to  this  fword  of  God's  wrath  for  ever,  O  clofe  with 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  he  that  fell  a  facrifice 
to  this  fword  in  your  room.  Llave  you  no  apprehenfi- 
on  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  of  your  dreadful  conditi- 
on by  nature,  wherein  you  are  lying  bound  to  be  a  fa- 
crifice to  the  wrath  of  God,  the  Lord's  hand  being 
flretched  out  to  lay  on  the  fhroak,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abiding  on  you,  liable  to  the  law's  fentence,  which 
is  the  curfe  of  God,  and  the  vengeance  of  his  awaken- 
ed fword,  until  once  you  get  the  man  that  is  God's 
Fellow  put  in  your  room  ?  All  that  the  gofpel  aims  at 
is  this,    that  you  v/ouid  feek  to  change  rooms  with 
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Chrid  :  guilty  Tinners,  here  is  the  way  to  get  your  debt 
paid,  your  Judge  pleafed,  juflice  fatisfied,  God  atoned, 
Jin  expiated,  and  everlalling  peace  and  reconciliation 
between  God  and  you  made  up.     The  fword  of  the 
Lord  of  hofts  is  hanging  over  your  heads,    crying. 
Vengeance,  vengeance  upon  the  guilty  fuiner  :  This  is 
the  iad  and  certain  tidings  of  the  law,  Ciirfed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things ^  written  in  the  book 
of  the  law  to  do  them.    But  behold  the  man  that  is  God's 
Shepherd  and  Fellow ;  the  curfe  of  the  law,  the  ven- 
geance of  God,  the  fword  of  Jehovah,  has  lighted  up- 
on him  that  it   might  not  fall  upon  you :  there  is  the 
glad  news  and  good  tidings  of  the  gofpel.    Is  there  not 
here  a  fuitable  objed,    and  a  fufficient  foundation  of 
faith,  that  Chrid  is  fet  forth  of  God  to  be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  that  he  might  be  jull,  and  the  juflifier  of  them 
that  believe   in  Jefus  ? — Now,    unworthy,    wretched, 
ruilty,  filthy,  bloody  finner,    w^iH"  you  take  a  worthy 
match  ;  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow^  Will  you  go  with 
ibis  Viian  f  Will  you  take  him  in  his  garments  rolled  in 
liis  own  blood,  when  the  fword  of  jullice  did  avv^ake  a- 
gainft  him  and  fniote  him  to  death  ?  The  great  God  of 
liofts  was  in  fad  earneft,  wiien  he  gave  his  Shepherd, 
his  glorious  Fellow,  the  bloody  blow ;  and  now  he  is 
in  earned  in  his  call,  fwearing,  by  a  folemn  oath.  As 
be  lives ^  that  he  takes  no  delight  in  the  death  of  finner s  ; 
and  declaring,  by  his  drawing  forth  the  heart-blood  of 
tlie  man  that  is  his  Fellow,    that  he  is  willing  to  fave 
you  upon  the  account  of  this  facrihce,  that  his  juflice 
has  got :  only  welcome  the  news  as  a  faithful  faying^ 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation  :  and  put  in  for  a  fhare  of 
the  benefits  of  this  facrihce,  for  it  is  the  belt,  and  the 
lad,  that  ever  you  will  hear  of;  and  if  it  be  flighted, 
'^Thcre  remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin.     As  the  eternal 
God  is  wihing,  fo  his  eternal  Son  is  both  able  and  wil- 
ling to  fave  you  ;  and  if  he  had  not  been  fo,  he  would 
never  have  fudained  the  droak  of  avenging  judice  in 
the  room  of  finners,   who  is  that  good  Shepherd  that 
laid  down  his  life  for  the  flieep.     When  he  was  fmitten, 
by  the  fword  of  judice,  he  v\^iHingly  undertook  and  un- 
derwent it  j    he  longed  for  the  bloody  baptifm,    and 
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was  ftraitcned  till  it  was  accompliflicd.  When  he  was 
fmitten  by  the  hands  of  men,  He  hid  not  his  face  from 
fhame  and  fpitting^  but  was  led  like  a  lamb  to  theflaugh- 
ter^  and  as  a  fheep  before  her  foearers  is  dinnb^  fo  he  o- 
fened  not  his  month  :  He  never  quarrelled  or  complain-  ' 
ed  becaufe  it  was  for  our  caufe.  "Would  he  not  quar- 
rel with  thefe  that  fmote  him  ?  and  will  he  quarrel  wr:h 
a  poor  fmner  that  dcfires  to  come  to  him,  and  to  plead 
the  benefit  of  his  fatisfadion  ?  No,  no  ;  he  will  reji  in 
his  love ^  Zeph.  iii.  17.;  or,  as  the  word  Ilgnifies,  He 
will  be  filent^  or  dwnb  in  his  love  ;  he  will  not  upbraid 
you  for  your  fails,  nor  quarrel  you  for  your  former 
mifdemeanours  :  he  will  be  more  content  with  your, 
recovery,  than  ever  he  was  difcontent  with  your  apof- 
tacy  :  he  will  be  more  pleafed  with  your  coming  to  him, 
than  ever  he  wasdifpleafed  with  your  fins,  and  depar- 
tures againfl  him.  Come  then,  by  the  love  and  good- 
will of  God  in  Chrifl:,  by  the  blood  and  bowels  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  I  adjure  and  intreat  you  not  to  ex- 
clude yourfelves,  by  unbelief,  from  all  the  benefits  of 
this  facrifice,  that  Chrifl:  offered  of  himfelf  to  the  fword 
of  divine  wrath,  but  accept  of  this  propitiation,  and 
lay  your  poor  guilty  fouls  under  the  covert  of  the  blood 
of  this  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  :  behold  !  God  brings 
near  this  blood  of  Jefus  to  you,  even  to  you,  that 
are  the  mofl  hardened  finners  in  all  this  houfe  :  Ifa. 
xlvi.  12,  13.  Hearken  unto  7ue  J  ye  fiout-hcarted  and  far 
from  right eoufnefs  ;  behold,  I  bring  near  iny  right ccifncfs. 
Chrifi  and  his  blood  and  righteoufnefs  is  fo  near  to  you, 
that  you  may  lay  hold  on  him,  and  touch  the  hem  of 
his  garments,  and  be  whole.  In  the  nam.e  of  God.  I 
proclaim  the  accefs  that  you  have  all  to  come  to  Chrifl, 
and  to  look  unto,  and  depend  upon  him  for  falvation  ; 
hook  unto  him,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye  faved, 
I  am  warranted  to  preach  this  gofpel  to  every  creaiure  : 
there  is  no  rational  creature  within  thefe  walls,  that 
fland  in  need  of  falvation,  but  you  have  it,  unlefs  you 
wilfully  rejecl:  it ;  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come.  Will 
you  tell  me,  dare  you  fay  but  you  fland  in  need  of 
Chrifl  to  come  in  between  vou  and  the  fword  of  the 
Lord  of  hofls  ?    Is  the  fword,  the  awakened  fword  of 
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God's  wrath  and  venqxance  a  light  matter  ?  are  you 
content  to  bear  the  lalhes  of  it,  in  your  own  perfons 
through  all  eternity  ?  If  not,  then  will  you  be  content 
to  change  rooms  with  Chriil  ?  content  that  he  be  Jimde 
fin  for  yuii^  and  that  yon  be  made  the  righteoitfnefs  of  God 
In  hinif  2  Cor.  v.  21.  Content  that  all  your  fm  and 
guilt  be  laid  upon  him,  and  that  all  his  merit  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  be  imputed  unto  you  ?  If  you  be  not  pleafed 
with  this  fweet  bargain,  what  in  all  the  world  will  you 
do  with  your  fm  and  guilt  ?  Can  you  anfwer  well  enough 
for  it  at  God's  tribunal  ?  What  will  you  do  v/ith  all  your 
plagues  and  maladies  ?  Can  you  heal  them  yourfelves  ? 
What  will  you  do  with  all  the  curfes  and  threatenings 
of  God's  law,  when  grim  death  will  fhare  you  broad  in 
the  face,  and  when  the  lad  fetch  of  your  breath  fhall 
fummon  you  to  come  and  anfwer  before  the  jufl  tribu- 
nal of  God  ?  What  will  you  do  with  the  flaming  fword 
of  wrath,  that  hangs  above,  hovers  over  your  head, 
and  will  light  upon  you  fearfully,  as  fure  as  God  lives, 
unlefs  you  be  pleafed  with  this  bargain,  that  Chrift 
bear  all  the  weight  of  yourfalvation,  and  all  the  weight 
»of  God's  wrath  for  you  ?  God  feeks  no  more,  and  he 
fceks  no  lefs  than  this.  You  will  fay,  Who  v/ould  not 
be  pleafed  with  this  bargain  ?  Alas !  Are  there  not  many 
here  that  are  not  pleafed  ?  While  you  think  that  there 
niiill  be  iome  other  things  to  pleafe  and  appeafe  God  ; 
may  be  you  think  you  Ihould  have  fome  good  qualifi- 
cations to  pleafe  him ;  thnt  your  hearing,  reading, 
praying,  communicating,  Vvill  pleaf<?  him  ;  your  tears, 
good  motions  and  affedliions  will  pleafe  him :  if  you 
think  fb,  you  do  not  think  honourably  of  God.  Will 
any  of  thefe  things  appeafe  the  awful  Judge,  and  ward  off 
the  avenging  blow,  when  he  fays,  Au^ake^,  Ofzvordf  No, 
no.  If  you  be  not  pleafed  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, and  him  alone  to  be  your  .Surety,  his  blood  alone 
to  be  your  covert  from  the  fword  of  wrath,  God  can- 
not be  pleafed  with  you,  though  you  fliould  weep  an 
ocean  of  tears,  give  all  that  you  have  to  the  poor,  and 
give  your  body  to  be  burnt ;  you  both  lofe  your  foul 
and  all  your  labour  to  the  bargain.  The  queflion  is, 
are  you  content  that  Chriil  alone  anfwer  for  you  ?  that 
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he  alone  (land  between  you  and  the  fword  ?  If  you  think 
to  put  any  thing  elfe  along  with  Chrift,  to  (land  be- 
tween you  and  the  fword,  it  is  but  a  rotten  rag,  and 
the  flaming  fword  will  burn  through  it,  and  get  at  you 
with  its  devouring  vengeance.  Chrifl  alone  then  mull 
have  the  whole  ilrefs  of  your  falvation  laid  on  him  :  are 
you  content  ?  will  you  have  falvation  freely,  through 
the  blood  of  Jefus  ? 

The  glorious  gofpel  is  much  clouded  at  this  day, 
with  legal  terms,    conditions,    and  qualifications.     If 
my  doctrine  were  upon  condition  that  you  did  fo  and. 
fo  ;  that  you  believe,  and  repent,  and  mourn,  and  pray, 
and  obey,  and  the  like,  then  you  fliall  have  the  favour 
of  God ;  I  dare  not  for  my  life  fay,  that  that  is  the 
gofpel :  but  the  gofpel  1  defire  to  preach,  is,  will  you 
have   a  Chrifl    to  work  faith,    repentance,    love,  and 
all  good  in  you,    and  to  (land  between  you  and  the 
fword  of  divine  wrath  ?  Here  there  is  no  room  for  you 
to  object,  that  you  are  not  qualified,    becaufe  you  are 
fuch    an    hardened,    unhumbled,    blind,    and    flupid 
wretch  ;  for  the  queflion  is  not,  will  you  remove  thefe 
evils,  and  then  come  to  Chrift  ?  but,  will  you  have  a 
Chrifl  to  remove  them  for  you  ?  It  is  becaufe  you  are 
plagued  with  thefe  difeafes  that  I  call  you  to  come  to 
the  Phyfician,  that  he  may  heal  them.     Are  you  qua- 
lified for  hell  and  damnation  ?  and  have  you  much  mif- 
chief  and  mifery  about  you  ?    Why,    there  needs  be 
no  better  qualifications  for  you  to  come  to  Chrifl :  we 
would  indeed  have  fome  good  qualifications  in  thefe 
whom  we  invite   to  a  communion-table  ;   they  fhould 
be  humbled,  believing,  penitent  people :  becaufe  it  is 
prefuppofed  that  they  have  come  to  Chrifl,  and  receiv- 
ed fome  good  out  of  his  hand :  but  when  I  call  you  to 
come  to  Chrifl,  and  feek  no  good  qualifications  of  you 
at  all,  prior  to  your  coming  to  him,  but  that  you  come 
with  all  your  black  and  hellifh  quahfications,    that  he 
may  take  them  away,  and  put  fome  good  qualifications 
upon  you  ;  fo  that,  whatever  bad  things  be  about  you, 
it  (liould  rather  be  an  argument  for  your  coming,  than 
an  hinderance  of  your  coming  to  him  ;  for  never,  ne- 
ver will  you  get  your  ills  mended,  till  you  come  to  him 
to  do  it  for  vou. 
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But  neither  is  there  any  room  for  you  here  to  objed, 
that  your  guilt  is  fo  great,  and  God's  juftice  is  fo  ter- 
rible, that  you  have  no  hope  ;  for  what  am  I  telling 
you  all  this  time,  but  that  the  terrible  fword  of  juftice 
is  fatisfied  and  appeafed,  to  the  full,  with  the  blood  of 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?  Here  is  the  way  that 
God  himfclf  hath  laid  down  for  getting  fatisfadion  ; 
and  there  is  no  other  way  :  though  you  man,  woman, 
had  the  guilt  of  all  the  world  lying  on  your  back,  all 
that  is  required  of  you  is  juft  this,  to  be  heartily  pleaf- 
ed  and  content  that  God  get  fatisfadion  for  all  your 
fms  in  this  way  ;  and  if  you  be,  the  fword  fhall  be  put 
up  in  the  fcabbard,  and  never  reach  you :  God  will 
get  his  juftice  fatisfied  more  glorioufly  this  way  up- 
on you,  than  though  he  fliould  damn  you  in  hell  to  e- 
ternity. 

Come,  come  then,  before  I  clofe  ;  away  with  all 
your  objedions,  and  let  God  be  glorified,  to  the  high- 
eft,  in  your  embracing  this  way  of  falvation  to  your 
fouls,  and  this  w^ay  of  fatisfadion  to  juftice.  Behold  ! 
once  for  all,  I  make  you  the  richeft  offer  that  ever  was 
heard  tell  of ;  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  holf  s  1  offer 
you  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellov/,  to  be  a  complete 
Saviour  to  you,  to  ftand  between  you  and  the  fword  of 
divme  wrath,  and  to  be  the  Burden-bearer  for  you  ;  to 
bear  the  weight  of  all  the  curfes  of  the  law,  the  weight 
of  ail  God's  wrath,  the  weight  of  all  your  falvation  for 
you  ;  and  to  do  ail  your  wxrk  in  you  and  for  you.  O 
foul,  am  I  not  oflering  a  fuitable  and  worthy  match  to 
you  ?  He  is  a  man  indeed,  but  a  wonderful  man,  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow  :  What  fay  you  ?  Will  you  go 
with  this  Man  f  Will  you  match  w^ith  this  Man  ?  It  is 
true,  I  am  unworthy  to  offer  the  like  of  him ;  for  the 
latchet  of  his  jhoc  no  m.an  nor  angel  is  worthy  to  unloofe  ; 
but,  as  I  faid,  it  was  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts 
that  I  was  making  the  offer  :  So  I  tell  you  again,  •  it  is 
the  great  Jehovah  that  is  offering  his  Son  to  you  this 
day  ;  and  it  becomes  fuch  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch 
a  glorious  offer ;  and  it  becomes  no  vile  fmner  here  to 
refufe  tlie  ofier ;  and  refufe  it  or  chufe  it  you  muft, 
there  is  no  mids :  for,  be  what  you  will,  I  again  offer, 
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in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Man  that  is  his 
Fellow.  Are  you  a  child  of  wrath  ?  I  offer  him  as  a 
Saviour  to  redeem  you,  and  deliver  you  fro?n  the  wrath 
to  come.  Are  you  a  poor  bankrupt  ?  I  offer  him  who  is 
the  heir  of  all  things^  and  has  unfearchable  riches  to  pay 
all  your  debt.  Are  you  a  poor  ignorant  creature  ?  I 
offer  you  him  as  made  of  God  unto  you  wifdum.  Are  you 
guilty  ?  I  offer  him  as  made  unto  you  righteoufnefs. 
Are  you  polluted  ?  I  offer  him  to  you,  as  made  unto 
you  fand'ification.  Are  you  miferable  and  forlorn  ?  I 
offer  him  to  you,  as  made  of  God  unto  you  complete 
redemption.  Are  you  hard-hearted  ?  I  offer  him  in  that 
promife,  I  will  take  away  the  heart  of  /tone.  Are  you 
content  that  he  break  your  hard  heart,  according  to 
his  promife  ?  Come  then,  put  your  hard  heart  in  his 
hands.  Are  you  a  wretched  backflider,  that  has  back- 
lliden  an  hundred  times,  a  thoufand  times  more  than 
an  hundred  ?  I  offer  him  in  that  promife,  /  -will  heal 
your  hackjlidings.  Are  your  corruptions  (Irong  and  pre- 
valent ?  I  offer  him  in  that  promife,  /  will  fuhdue  your 
iniqidties.  Are  you  pleafed  that  he  do  fo  ?  Are  you  a- 
fraid,  that  you  revolt  more  and  more  ?  I  offer  him  in 
that  promife,  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe 
you  to  walk  in  my  Jiatutes,  I  will  put  7ny  fear  in  your 
hearty  and  you  fh  all  not  depart  from  me.  Are  you  afraid 
you  was  never  ele^lcd  ?  meddle  not  with  that  fecret ; 
but  according  to  the  revealed  will  of  God,  I  offer  God's 
chief  Elccl  to  you,  in  whom  his  foul  is  well  pleafed  ; 
and  if  your  heart  go  in  to  the  offer,  and  you  make  him 
your  Elect  too,  by  choofmg  him,  then  your  eledion  is 
fure.  Are  you  afraid  you  have  fmned  the  iin  againfl 
the  Holy  Ghoil  ?  I  tell  you,  that  as  your  fear  of  that 
fays  you  was  never  guilty  of  it,  fo  I  offer  the  Man  that 
is  God's  Fellov/ ;  and  if  you  be  content  to  have  him, 
you  fliall  never  be  guilty  of  it.  Are  you  full  of  enmity 
againii:  God  ?  I  offer  him  as  a  Saviour  that  can  kill  your 
enmity  :  Do  you  confent  that  he  do  fo  ?  Are  you  an 
impenitent  creature,  deftitute  of  repentance  ?  I  offer 
him  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  exalted  to  give  repentance 
and  remiffion  of  fin.  Do  you  confent  ?  Have  you  receiv- 
ed him  formerly  ?  I  offer  him  anew,  that  you  may  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  him  again,  and  take  a  more  large  armful  of  him 
than  ever.  Have  you  never  received  him  to  this  day  ? 
I  oifer  him,  after  all  the  flights  you  have  given  him,  to 
be  now  received  and  believed  in.  Are  you  unable  to 
believe  in  him  ?  have  you  no  pov^er  to  clofe  with  the 
ofter  ?  Why,  I  offer  him  to  you  as  the  Author  of  faith, 
to  work  it  in  you  powerfully.  Do  you  confent  that  he 
put  forth  his  power  for  this  effed  ?  What  fhall  I  fay  ? 
Are  you  unwilling  to  believe?  Though  that  be  the 
greateil  let  and  impediment  of  all ;  behold,  I  offer  the 
Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as  a  Saviour  by  power,  as 
well  as  by  price,  to  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do. 
Are  you  content  that  he  put  forth  his  power  to  break 
your  enmity,  and  make  you  willing  ?  God  knows  it  is 
neither  in  you  to  will  nor  do,  and  that  you  have  neither 
will  nor  power  of  your  own ;  and  faith  lies  not  in  bring- 
ing forth  fome  great  things  by  your  own  power,  but  in 
employing  the  power  of  God  to  work  all  your  works  in 
you,  and  for  you.  Behold  then,  the  power  of  God  is 
in  your  offer,  while  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  is  of- 
fered :  the  ftrength  of  God  is  offered ;  Let  hi?n  take 
hold  of  my  Jlrength^  that  he  may  make  peace  with  mc^  and 
he  Jhall  make  peace  with  7ne ;  and  feeing  the  ftrength  of 
God  is  offered,  Oh  !  give  it  employment,  faying,  in 
your  heart,  O  come,  come  powerful  arm  of  Jehovah, 
and  make  me  go  in  to  his  call.  The  gofpel  call 
and  offer  ufes  to  be  the  channel  of  almighty  power  and 
grace. 

Now,  what  in  all  the  world  have  you  to  object 
more  ?  Why,  have  you  fo  many  objections  more,  as 
you  think  all  the  miniiters  of  earth  cannot  anfwer  them  ? 
I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  anfwer 
them  all :  are  you  content  that  he  take  all  the  work, 
and  get  all  the  glory  ?  If  you  confent  to  this,  he  feeks 
no  more  of  you.  Are  you  a  captive  to  the  fword  of 
God's  juftice  ?  I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low, in  whofe  bowels  the  fword  was  bathed  :  and  now 
the  flaming  fword  that  guarded  the  way  of  the  tree  of 
life  is  taken  away,  and  here  is  the  tree  of  life  full  of 
the  apples  of  grace,  glory,  and  eternal  falvation  ;  and 
the  branches  ot  the  tree  are  hanging  down  among  your 

hands. 
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hands,  in  the  midfl  of  the  church  of  Dunfermline.  O 
take,  and  eat,  and  live  for  ever.  What  fay  you  now  ? 
I  allude  to  the  words  of  Jephthah,  Judges  xi.  9.  Ifljight 
for  J  ou  and  prevail^  fid  all  I  be  your  head?  O  yes,  yes, 
fay  they :  fo  Hiys  Chriftto  you,  if  I  fatisfy  juftice  for  you ; 
if  I  quench  the  flames  of  that  fiery  fword,  and  drown 
all  your  enemies  in  the  red-fea  of  my  blood,  fhall  I  be 
your  head?  Shall  he  be  your  head,  man?  fhall  he  be 
your  head,  woman  ?  Does  your  hearts  fay.  Yes,  yes  ? 
Does  your  hearts  fay,  Amen,  amen?  Yea,  fay  you,  I 
think  my  heart  fays,  Amen  to  the  blefled  ol^er,  and  that  I 
would  willingly  and  chearfully  confent ;  but  my  heart  is 
deceitful,  and  I  know  not  if  my  confent  be  of  a  true  fort, 
or  only  a  temporary  tlafli,  a  prefumptuous  confidence 
that  will  evanifh  :  well,  if  that  be  your  objedlon,  come, 
I  offer  you  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  can  an- 
fwer  that  among  the  reft,  and  can  fay  to  your  foul. 
Fear  not^  for  I  am  thy  God  ;  I  am  thy  falvation.  Are 
you  content  to  take  him  for  this  end,  to  difcover  the 
defe«5t  of  your  faith,  and  to  work  in  you  the  faith  of 
his  eled  ?  Can  you  fay.  That  it  is  not  in  your  faith, 
but  in  Chrifl  himfelf,  that  you  are  feeking  falvation? 
Can  you  fay.  Whatever  be  wrong  about  me,  or  about 
my  faith,  yet  I  fee  there  is  nothing  wrong  about  Chrift; 
and  I  would  have  him  to  right  all  that  is  wrong  about 
me  ?  Can  you  fay.  However  I  be  in  the  dark  about  m^y 
faith,  and  whatever  fort  of  faith  it  is  that  I  have,  yet 
fometimes  I  have  found  my  unbelief,  and  that  I  could 
no  more  believe,  than  I  could  move  the  earth  from,  its 
centre  ;  but  yet  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel  grace  has 
touched  my  heart ;  and  made  me  take  up  fo  maich  glo- 
ry and  excellency  to  be  in  Chrifl,  that  I  think  all  the 
world  nothing,  in  comparifon  of  him  ;  and  I  think  my 
heart's  defire  is,  O  to  have  him  for  my  prophet,  to  take 
away  the  darknefs  of  my  mind  ;  for  my  priefl,  to  take 
away  the  guilt  of  my  fms ;  and  for  my  king,  to  take  a- 
way  the  power  of  my  luRs.  Is  your  heart  faying,  ^  Glad- 
'  ly  would  I  have  him  ;  gladly  would  i  have  him,  that 
*  I  may  thus  be  blefied  in  him,  and  that  his  name  may 
'  be  glorified  in  me  ?'  Are  thefe  the  breathings  of  your 
foul?  Then,  upon  my  peril,  I  undertake  to  be  the 
Vol.  I.  L  hap- 
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Iiappv  mcdenger,  and  tell  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
that  wlratever  you  thhik  of  your  faith,  and  of  yourfelves, 
as  the  bhickeft  nionilers  of  fm  and  guilt  that  ever  were 
out  of  hell ;  yet  you  have  the  faith  of  God's  elecl,  and  you 
are  married  and  matched  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low :  yea,  the  Lord  of  hoits  is  your  Father  and  Friend,  re- 
conciled in  him,  fo  as  there  is  no  fear  of  the  fword  of  juf- 
tice  with  refped  to  you.  You  are  the  flieep,  and  it  awak- 
ed in  all  its  fury  and  vengeance  againfl  the  Shepherd, 
that  the  Iheep  might  efcape ;  and  in  teflimony  thereof, 
he  invites  you  to  commemorate  this  bloody  facrifice  in 
the  facrament  of  the  fupper,  where  you  iliall  fee  the  fword 
bathed  in  his  heart's  blood  in  your  room,  and  hear  the 
Lord  of  hods  giving  his  folemn  orders,  for  that  effed:, 
that  he  might  be  fmitten,  and  you  fpared,  faying,  A- 
luake^  0  fword ^  againji  my  Shepherd^  againftthe  man  that 
is  my  Fellow. 

The  End  of  the  Sermon. 

Discourse  before  the  S e r v i c e  £/* /Z?^  T a b l e s. 

NO  W,  we  are  to  proceed  to  the  great  work  of  the 
day :  and  that  I  may  accommodate  my  former  pur- 
pofe  to  theprefent  work,  you  may  remember  the  dodrine 
I  am  upon  is,  '  That  by  fpeciai  orders  from  Jehovah,  the 
'  great  God  of  hods,  the  m.an  Chrifl,  his  Shepherd  and 
'  Fellow,  did  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened  fword  of 
*  infinite  judice,  in  the  room  of  the  fheep.' 

There  are  fome  general  inferences  I  have  drawn  from 
this  dodrine ;  and  now  there  are  thefe  four  more  particular 
inferences  may  be  drawn  from  it,  with  a  more  immedi- 
ate reference  and  relation  to  the  great  fealing  ordinance 
we  have  before  us. 

1.  Hence  we  may  fee  what  is  the  nature  and  end  of  this 
facrament. 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee  who  they  are  th^t  (land  debarred 
and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe  facred  fymbols 
of  the  bodv  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

3.  Flence  we  may  fee  the  charaHer  of  thefe  who  have 
a  right  to  approach,  and  are  invited  of  God  to  it. 

4.  Hence 
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4.  Hence  we  may  fee  in  what  manner  believers  are  to 
approach,  and  come  to  a  commmiion  table. 

Now,  a  word  to  each  of  thefe,  and  then  we  iliall  pro- 
ceed to  the  work. 

I.  Then,  the  doclrine  I  am  upon,  may  give  us  fome 
infight  into  the  nature  and  end  of  this  facrament.  Why, 
it  is  juft  a  celebrating  the  memorial  of  the  death  of  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  when,  as  the  glorious  Shep- 
herd, he  yielded  himfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  awakened 
fword  of  juflice,  in  the  room  of  the  flieep.  In  this  facra- 
ment, Chrift  is  fet  forth  evidently  crucitied  among  us, 
and  therein  we  may  hear  the  Lord  of  hofts  faying,  A- 
wake^  0  fword^  againji  my  Shepherd^  again fi  the  man  that 
is  mj  Yellow  ;  fmite  the  Shepherd,  This  facrament  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  a  commemorative  fign  of  the  death  of 
Chrifl ;  As  often  as  you  eat  this  breads  and  drink  this  cup^ 
you  JJkw  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come.  Do  this  in  re- 
membrance of  me ;  of  me,  who  became  a  facrifice  to  the 
fword  of  juilice;  by  which  facrifice  all  fpiritual  bieffrngs, 
peace,  pardon,  reconciliation  with  God,  grace,  glory, 
and  all  good  things,  are  purchafed.  The  fword  of  juf- 
tice  having  bathed  itfelf,  to  fatisfadion,  in  the  blood  of 
this  facrifice,  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  is  a  feafl  upon 
the  facrifice,  2  Cor.  v.  7.  Even  Chrift  our  pa ff over  is  ft:- 
crificed  for  us  ;  therefore  let  us  keep  the  feaft.  "This  is  the 
feafl  of  fat  tjfin^s^  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined. 
Upon  the  body  and  blood  of  Chriil,  reprefented  by  the 
elements  of  bread  and  wine,  which  is  juft  a  feeding  up- 
on, and  viewing  by  faith,  the  value  and  virtue  oi  the 
facrifice  for  fatisfying  God,  for  expiating  fm,  for  van- 
quifliing  hell,  and  for  purchafmg  heaven,  and  all  the 
means  that  lead  unto  it ;  as  alfo,  for  fealing  the  cove- 
nant of  grace,  and  all  the  promifes  of  it,  which  are  all 
yea  and  amen  in  Jefus  Chrift,  the  teftament  being  ratifi- 
ed and  confirmed  by  the  death  of  the  Teftator,  lieb. 
ix.  16.  But  again, 

1,  From  this  doclrine  we  may  fee  %vho  they  are  that 
ftand  debarred  and  excluded  from  meddling  with  thefe 
facred  fym.bols  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  in  this 
facrament;  namely,  in  general,  all  unbelievers^  who  ne- 
ver having  feen  their  v>^icked  ftate,  as  hable  to  the  ftroak 

L  2  of 
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of  divine  wrath,  becaufe  of  their  fin  and  guilt,  had  not 
fled  under  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd,  of 
the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  who  was 
fmitten  in  the  room  of  the  flieep.  What  have  thefe  to  do 
with  the  fign,  who  never  apprehended  the  thing  fignifi- 
cd,  namely,  the  propitiation  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ?  And 
therefore,  in  the  great  and  awful  name  and  authority 
of  the  great  and  glorious  Jehovah,  I  folemnly  debar  and 
excommunicate,  from  the  table  of  the  Lord,  all  who 
never  found  themfelves  in  any  meafure  purfued  by  the 
avenger  of  blood,  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hods,  and 
never  have  lied  for  refuge  to  the  blood  of  Chrifl,  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  ftand  between  them  and 
the  avenging  fword  of  juflice ;  thefe  that  will  not  come 
to  Chrid,  let  them  not  dare  to  come  to  his  table,  nor 
come  to  abufe  the  fymbols  of  his  blood ;  who,  by  un- 
belief trample  his  blood  under  their  feet,  and  will  not 
make  ufe  of  it  as  the  facrince  to  fatisfy  juifice  in  their  room. 
But,  that  it  may  appear  more  diftindly,  whom  I  here 
debar,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  fhall  tell  you  who 
they  are,  that  never  made  any  faving  ufe  of  the  blood 
ofChrill,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  but  flight  and 
negled  this  facrifice  and  offering  for  fm,  which  he  has 
made  of  himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juftice,  and  fo  fland  de- 
barred and  excommunicated  from  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
(i.)  All  thefe  who  think  to  make  their  peace  with 
God,  without  minding  the  iiecejjity  of  any  thing  inter- 
'vcenln^^  betzveen  him  and  them  ;  not  knowing  that  peace 
with  God  muft  be  founded  upon  the  blood  of  the  man 
that  is  his  Fellow.  Some  are  utterly  carelefs  how  their 
peace  be  made,  or  whether  it  be  made  or  not,  they  hope 
for  it,  and  think  to  come  at  it,  but  they  cannot  tell 
how;  and  are  carelefs  to  know  the  way.  Others  pre- 
fume,  and  think  God  loves  them,  becaufe  they  love 
themfelves ;  and  though  they  know  they  have  fm,  they 
think  God  will  not  be  fo  ill-natured  as  to  reckon  with 
them;  they  think  God  loves  them,  but  they  cannot 
give  a  ground  for  it.  Others  think  that  God  is  merci- 
ful, and  therefore  they  conclude  they  will  be  pardoned 
and  accepted ;  becaufe  a  merciful  man  fometimes  feeks 
no  fatisfaction,  fo  they  think  much  more  will  a  merci- 
ful 
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ful  God  feek  none ;  not  knowing,  that  though  God  be 
merciful,  he  will  not  fliew  mercy  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  juftice.  But  the  thought  of  thefe  people  is  upon  the 
matter,  that  they  would  have  obtained  mercy  though 
Chrift  had  never  become  a  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  juf= 
tice,  without  refped  to  the  mediation  of  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow. — Thefe  therefore  I  debar,  in  God's  great 
name,  from  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Another  fort,  who  defpife  this  facrifice  made  to 
the  fword  of  juilice,  is,  all  thefe  who  take  the  legal  way 
of  making  their  peace  with  God.  Not  as  if  they  thought 
to  appear  before  God  without  fm  and  holinefs,  as  the 
covenant  of  works  requires  ;  but  who  think,  that  if  they 
fm,  they  will  make  amends ;  and  that  either  by  fome- 
thing  negative,  that  they  have  not  done,  or  fomething- 
pofitive,  that  they  have  done  ;  or  fome  internal  quali- 
fication, that  they  reft  upon.     Some  think  to  make  a- 
mends  to  God  by  fomething  negative ;  that  they  have 
not  been  fo  ill  as  other  people  ;  and  if  they  go  to  hell, 
they  think  few  will  go  to  heaven ;  and  if  they  were  to 
die,  they  think  they  care  not,  they  have  done  no  perfoii 
any  injury ;  they  have  carried  very  harmlelly,  like  the 
Pharifee,  God^  I  thank  thee^  I  am  not  like  other  men  ;  I 
am  710  drunkard^  or  adulterer^  or  oppreffor^  or  fwearer  ; 
and  when  they  fee  any  profane  perfons,  they  are  puffed 
up  with  a  good  opinion  of  themfelves,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fo  profane  as  they :  thefe  I  debar,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.     Others  think  to  make  amends  to  God  by 
fomething /)o////-i;^  ;  they  do  many  good  duties,  like  the 
fame  Pharifee,  that  boafted,  I  faji  twice  a  week^  I  give 
tithes  of  all  that  Ipoffefs  ;  if  any  duty  be  performed,  or 
any  good  be  done  by  them,  their  fingers  are  ready  to 
ftick  to  it ;  they  reft  there,  and  hope  God  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  and  pacified  on  this  account :   thefe  I  debar,    in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Others,  upon  this  fame  head,  think 
to  make  amends  by  fome  internal  qualification^  that  they 
reft  upon :  if  at  any  time  they  have  liberty,  and  motions 
of  affection  in  prayer,  ftirrings  of  conviction  in  hearing  ; 
and  joys  of  heart,  like  the  ftony-ground  hearers  ;  any  for- 
row  of  heart,  or  fadnefs  for  fin,  thefe  they  think  will  do  their 
turn,  and  they  think  they  need  no  other  facrifice  to  God, 

but 
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but  a  broken  heart ;  fadly  miftaking  the  nature  of  a  true  e- 
vangehcal  brokennefs  of  fpirit.  It  is  certain,  both  from 
fcripture  and  experience,  that  many  hundreds  of  profeiTors 
dafh  and  periih  on  this  ftumbling-block ;  They  call  them- 
fehcs  of  the  holy  cily ;  yca^  andjlay  themfelves  upon  the  God 
of  Ifraelj  Ifa.  xlviii.  2.  They  feek  him  daily ^  and  delight  to 
know  his  ways ;  yea^  delight  in  approaching  to  God^  Ifa.  Iviii.  2 . 
Expectation  of  happinefs,  grounded  upon  fome  weak, 
performance,  and  fome  internal  motions  and  quahfica- 
tions,  do  cut  the  throat  of  many  civil  and  difcreet  men, 
that  are  not  groily  profane. — All  thefe,  therefore,  that 
make  any  of  thefe  things  the  ground  of  their  hope  of 
peace  with  God,  I  debar  and  excommunicate  from  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  as  being  ftrangers  to  the  true  ground 
of  peace,  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  becoming  a 
facrifice  to  the  fword  of  juftice. 

(3.)  Another  fort,  who  make  no  right  ufe  of  this  fa- 
crifice offered  to  the  fword  of  juftice,  are  thefe,  who, 
though  they  make  ufe  of  Chrift,  as  the  objed  of  their 
worlhip,  yet  make  not  ufe  of  his  blood  as  the  g?-ound 
of  their  juilification  and  peace  with  God :  as  if  they 
would  not  altogether  negled  Chrift,  and  yet  they  ne- 
glect his  offering,  and  would  make  ufe  of  himfelf,  but 
not  of  his  facriiice ;  like  the  man  that  came  to  him, 
faying.  Good  mafter^  what  fh all  I  do^  that  I  may  inherit 
eternal  life  f  He  was  going  upon  the  ground  of  his  own 
righteoufnefs ;  fo  fome,  they  may  come  to  Chrid,  to  de- 
fire  his  help  to  enable  them  to  do  duty,  that  by  doing 
thereof  they  may  work  out  their  own  falvation  ;  and  be 
helped  this  way  to  make  their  peace  with  God :  thus, 
by  grace,  fought  and  received  from  him,  they  hope  to 
be  their  own  Saviour  and  Peace-maker,  with  God  ;  and 
fo  were  never  brought  to  ground  the  making  of  their 
peace  with  God,  upon  Chrifl's  facrifice  and  offering 
alone.  Thefe  therefore  I  alfo  debar  from  this  holy 
table. 

(4.)  A  fourth  fort,  that  never  made  right  ufe  of  this 
facrifice  to  jufiice's  fword,  and  propitiation  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  are  all  thefe,  who  never  got  fuch  a  view  of 
the  love  ofGod^  in  this  facrifice,  as  to  kill  the  love  of  fin 
in  them,  and  to  bring  down  the  reigning  power  of  fin  ; 

for 
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for  the  great  end  of  Chrift's  fufferings  was  to  bring  us 
to  God ;  the  great  end  of  his  giving  himfelf  a  facrifice 
to  the  fword  of  juftice,  was  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquU 
iy  ;  and  to  piircbafe  to  himfelf  a  pecidiar  people^  zealous 
of  good  works.  And  hence  they  are  yet  flrangers  to 
thrift,  who  never  felt  any  meafure  of  the  virtue  of  this 
facrifice,  in  fandifying,  purifying,  and  making  them 
ftudy  hohnefs.  And  therefore  I  debar  from  this  table, 
all  impeniteyit  finners  and  breakers  of  God's  command- 
ments ;  all  whofe  names  are  in  that  black  catalogue^ 
Mat.  XV.  19.  Rom.  i.  29, — 32.  all  whofe  names  are 
in  that  black  lift.  Gal.  v.  19, — 21.  and  all  whofe  names 
are  in  thefe  black  rolls,  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  Rev.  xxii.  15, 
— All  Atheifis  that  practically  deny  the  being  of  God, 
in  their  lives  and  converfations ;  and  ignorant  perfons 
that  know  not  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  nature 
of  this  ordinance  ;  and  profane  perfons,  who  mock  at 
facred  things,  negled  public  ordinances,  on  week-days 
or  fabbath-days,  and  negled  family- worftiip,  and  fe- 
cret  prayer. — All  profane  fwearers^  whether  by  God, 
or  the  devil,    or  faith,  or  confcience,  or  whatfoever  is 

more  than,    yea   and   nay. AW  fabbaih-breakers, 

who  put  no  difference  between  that  and  other,  days. — 
All  that  are  unfaithful  in  their  relative  ftations ;  as  ma- 
giftrates  or  fiibjecls,  mafters  or  fervants,  parents  or 
children. — All  murderers^  and  thefe  who  give  way  to 
the  killing  fins  of  malice,  paflion,  revenge ;  and  the 
felf-murdering  fins  of  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  and  tip- 
ling. — j^ll  whoremongers^  adulterers^  fornicators^  Sodo- 
mites^ and  unclean  perfons^  who  never  mortified  the 
deeds  of  the  body. — All  thieves^  oppreffors^  and  cheats^ 
that  ftudy  to  over-reach  their  neighbour  in  their  deal- 
ing.— All  fdfe  zuitnejfes  and  liars^  that  make  no  con- 
fcience of  fpeaking  the  truth  ;  perjured  perfons,  that 
make  no  bonds  of  unlawful  oaths  ;  cove?iant-breakers, 
and  fuch  as  are  enemies  to  a  covenanted  work  of  refor- 
mation in  thefe  lands. All  co-vetous  perfons ^    whofe 

hearts  are  glued  to  the  world. In  a  word,  I  debar 

^Wfonnalifhj  Tind  hypocrites,  D.r\d  legali/ls  ;  all  that  ne- 
ver faw  and  bewailed  their  heart-plagues  of  atbeifm, 
enmity,  pride,  hypocrifv^,  and  unbelief :  all  who  know' 

not 
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not  the  difference  between  the  law  and  the  gofpel ;  the 
covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant  grace  ;  and  be- 
tween legal  and  evangelical  preaching. — All  that  never 
felt  any  thing  of  the  power  of  God's  word  on  their  hearty 
in  convincing  them  of  fin,  original  and  actual,  and 
drawing  them  to   Chrifl,    as  their  righteoufnefs   and 

ftrength,  for  juflification  and  fandification. 1  debar 

all  who  hate  to  he  reproved  of  their  faults,  and  contemn 
their  reprovers ;  and  all  who  can  be  witnefs  to  the  fins 
and  faults  of  others,  and  yet  never  give  any  fort  of  tef- 

timony  againfl  them. 1  debar  all  who  love  not  the 

godly ^  nor  care  for  their  company :  all  who  love  not 
the  Bihle^  nor  fearch  the  fcriptures :  all  who  love  not 
Xion^  nor  care  how  matters  ^o  with  the  church  of 
Chriif ;  whether  its  members  be  divided  or  alienated  ; 
whether  its  interefl  fink  or  fwim  :  All  who  can  go  light- 
ly over  the  belly  of  their  own  confcience,  for  fear  of 
outward  loffes  or  crolfes,  and  eafily  crofs  their  light  to 
pleafe  men. — I  debar  all  that  are  not  lovers  of  the  truths 
but  efpoufers  of  error :  Socinians,  Arminians,  and 
Antinomians,  who  are  properly  fo  called,  for  fome  are 

wrongfully  and  ignorantly  fo  defigned. 1  debar  ail 

that  think  they  have  believed  all  their  days^  and  never 
were  convinced  of  unbelief,  nor  found  religion  a  work 

above  them,  and  their  natural  powers. 1  debar  all 

who  have  7io  errand  to  the  Lord's  table,  but  to  take  a 
little  bread  and  wine,  and  think  it  an  eafy  work  to 
communicate ;  nor  ever  had  any  fears  or  jealoufies 
about  their  mifcarrying  in  that  work :  All  who  come 
only  to  keep  up  a  name  among  profejfors  :  and  all  that 
have  no  other  tokens  for  communion,  but  that  which 
they  have  got  from  their  minifters  or  elders  :  all  who 
have  been  at  no  pains  whatfoever  to  prepare  for  this 
work :  and  all,  on  the  other  hand,  who  think  they 
are  prepared  enough,  and  have  no  other  thing  to  refl: 

upon  but  their  own  preparation.^ All  thefe,  and 

others  of  that  llamp,  I  do,  in  the  name  of  the  living 
and  eternal  God,  debar  from  this  holy  table,  as  being 
ftrangers  to  the  Man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  and  firan- 
gers  to  the  facrifice  whereby  he  has  fatisfied  the  awak- 
ened fword  of  infinite  juftice  :  therefore,  as  you  v.ould 
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not  take  a  cup  of  poifon  to  deftroy  yourfelves,  as  you 
would  not  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  yourfclves,  and 
bring  down  the  guilt  of  the  blood  of  Chrill  upon  your 
head,  do  not  dare  to  venture  to  this  holy  table  ;  for^ 
He  that  eats  this  breads  and  drinks  this  cup  of  the  Lord 
unworthily^  jhall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Lord,  And  if  you  will  venture  notwithdanding,  re- 
member, though  you  have  got  a  token  from  me,  or 
any  perfon  elfe,  your  blood  is  upon  your  own  head, 
if  you  find  yourfelf  now  debarred,  and  yet  come 
to  trample  upon  the  blood  of  the  Man  that  is  God's 
Fellow. 

But  now,  left  I  fhould  fright  any  of  the  childrer,  front 
their  food,  who  are  apt  to  take  thefe  things  to  them^ 
more  than  they  to  whom  they  are  principally  diredcd^ 
therefore  I  proceed, 

3.  To  a  third  inference,  with  relation  to  this  ordi- 
nance, that  may  be  drawn  from  our  doctrine,  namely^ 
Hence  we  may  fee  the  character  of  thofe  who  have  a 
right  to  approach,  and  are  of  God  invited  thereto  % 
namely,  in  general,  all  believers^  who,  through  grace, 
have  been  made  to  flee  unto  the  covert  of  the  blood  of 
the  Shepherd  ;  into  the  covert  of  the  blood  of  the  Man 
that  is  God's  Fellow,  to  fcreen  them,  from  the  fwOrd  of 
divine  wrath.  As  we  dare  not,  for  our  foulsj  allow  or 
encourage  any  to  approach  this  ordinance,  who  are 
unbelievers,  under  whatfoever  names  and  defignations 
they  may  be  called  ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  we  dare 
not,  for  our  fouls,  difallow,  or  difcourage  from  this 
work,  any  the  leaft^  the  weakeft  believer  in  Clirifl^ 
that  has  gone  in  with  the  call  of  the  gofpel,  and  ciofed 
with,  and  embraced  this  facrifice  whereby  jtiftice  is  fa- 
tisfied :  And  therefore,  in  the  name  and  authority  of 
the  fame  glorious  God,  and  gracious  Lord,  I  invite  to 
this  table  of  the  Lord,  all  fuch,  -whatever  there  fins 
have  been,  though  guilty  of  the  fms  that  I  have  named^ 
or  whatever  elfe  ;  all  fuch,  I  fay,  whatever  there  guilt 
be,  who  have  taken  this  gofpel-method  of  getting  their 
fm  and  guilt  expiated  and  removed,  namely,  by  hiding 
their  guilty  fouls  under  the  wings  of  Chrifl's  rightcouf- 
nefs,  who  gave  himfeif  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  the  fword  of 
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iuflice.  Bat  that  it  may  be  known  more  difllndly 
whom  I  mean  by  fuch  behevers  in  Chrifl,  as  I  am  cal- 
ling to  the  Lord's  table,  you  may  examine  yourfelves 
more  particularly  from  the  doctrine;  Let  a  nian  examine 
himfclf^  and  fo  let  him  eat.  I  hope  you  that  are  to  com- 
municate as  believers,  have  been  examining  yourfelves 
before  this  time  ;  but  if  you  be  yet  in  the  dark,  there  are 
thefe  four  marks  may  be  drawn  «5ut  of  our  text  and 
doctrine,  for  clearing  whether  you  be  believers  indeed, 
that  have  doled  Vv^ith  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  as 
a  facrifice  to  the  fv/ord  of  juHice  in  your  room. 

{\,^)  Have  you  feen,  fometime  or  other,  the  fword 
of  juilice  awaking  againll  your  own  fouls  ^  the  avenger 
of  biood  purfuing  you  ?  Have  you  heard  fuch  a  knell 
?.s  that  in  your  heart,  Azvake^  0  fword ;  awake,  O 
law  ;  awake,  O  vengeance,  curfes,  and  threatnings  a- 
againft  a  man  for  his  fms  ?  Have  you  been  fo  filled  with 
the  fear  of  hell  and  wrath,  as  you  have  been  put  to  cry, 
Me7i  and  brethren^  what  frail  I  do  to  be  favedf  Or, 
have  you  been  put  to  more  concern  about  falvation, 
than  ever  you  was  about  any  thing  elfe  in  the  world  ? 
And  have  you  feen,  in  this  cafe,  the  natural  tendency 
of  your  heart  to  reft  upon  fome  other  thing  for  peace 
with  God  than  this  facrifice,  which  Chriil  offered  of 
himfelf  to  the  fword  of  juilice  ?  There  is  fuch  a  natural 
inclination  in  all  to  reft  upon  fome  other  thing  for  peace 
with  God,  and  it  is  a  good  token  when  it  is  difcovered, 
snd  becomes  a  burden  and  a  ground  of  a  challenge, 
that  they  have  had  a  fmful  inclination  to  put  duties, 
prayers,  tears,  enlargements,  and  the  like,  in  Chrift's 
room.  Before  the  law  came^  I  was  alive^  fays  Paul ; 
and  thought  I  had  a  ftock  of  righteoufnefs  in  myfeif  to 
be  the  ground  of  my  peace  with  God ;  But  when  the 
commandment  camc^  fin  revived^  and  I  died :  when,  by 
the  law,  I  got  the  knowledge  of  fm,  1  died  to  all  con- 
ceit of  mvfelf  and  my  righteoufnefs ;  What  things  ivere 
formerly  gain  unto  me ^  thefe  I  counted  lofs  for  ChriJL  — 
Now,  if  you  have  been  thus  purfued  by  juftice,  which 
you  fee  no  facrifice  v/ill  fatisfy,  but  that  of  the  Man 
that  is  God's  Fellow,  and  have  been  burdened  with 
your  natural  inclination  to  fome  other  facrifice,  I  think 
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the  Lord  has  begun  the  good  work  upon  you,   and 
therefore  I  call  and  invite  you  to  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

(2.)  Have  you  feen  the  glory  and  excellency  of  this 
facrifice  ?  What  a  glorious  ranfom  God  has  found  out 
for  his  own  fatisfadion,  that  thoufands  of  rams  could 
not  do  it,  but  that  one  Lamb  could  do  it,   even  the 
Lamb  of  God  facrihced  ?    Have  you  feen  the  fv/ord 
quenching  its  third  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?    and 
have  you  taken  up  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  in  pro- 
viding fuch  a  Lamb,  fuch  a  ram  caught  in  the  thickets, 
when  your  neck,    like  Ifaac's,    was  upon  the  block  ? 
Have  you  feen  him  to  be  a  worthy  ranfom,  becaufe  of 
the  worthinefs  of  the  perfon  facrificed,  he  being  God's 
Fellow,  God-man  in  one  perfon,  and  fo  a6ling  in  his 
Father's  name,  and  by  his  appointment,  when  he  yield- 
ed obedience  to  the    death,    as   being  his  Shepherd, 
whom  he  fealed  for  this  end  ?  And  has  the  view  and 
apprehenfion  of  him,  in  this  mediatorial  glory,  drawn 
forth  your  efleem  of  him  and  of  his  offering  and  faerie 
fice,  fo  as  you  could  venture  heaven,  and  your  eternal 
falvation  upon  it ;  fo  that  you  defire  to  fay.  To  him  that 
loved  me^  and  wajhed  me  in  his  own  bloody  to  him  be  glu- 
ry  f  Is  the  .view  of  this  facrifice    that  which  cheers 
and  delights  you  mod  ?  and  is  it  matter  of  wonder  to 
you,  now  and  then,  that  when  the  flroak  of  juftice  was 
ready  to  come  upon  you,  Chrill  (liould  have  interpofed 
between  you  and  the  fatal  deadly  blow  ;  Can  you  fay, 
Vou  count  all  but  lofs  and  dung^  that  you  may  win  Chri/i^ 
and  be  found  in  him  ;  fo  that  you  care  not  what  be  cad 
over-board,  if  you  but  get  to  that  lliore,    even  Chrid 
and  his  righteoufnefs  ?   Then  welcome  are  you  to  the 
table  of  of  the  Lord  ;  I  invite  you  in  his  glorious  name. 

(3.)  Have  you  found  your  foids  i?i  fafety,  from  the 
fword  of  judice,  under  this  fliadow  of  the  blood  of  the 
man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?  Nothing  rightly  fatisfies  the 
awakened  challenges  of  confcience,  but  that  which  fa- 
tisfies the  awakened  fword  of  judice  ;  and  that  is  the 
fmitting  of  the  Shepherd,  and  the  blood  of  the  Lamb 
that  is  his  Fellow.  Now,  have  you  feen  God's  judice 
fatisfied  thereby,  and  found  your  confcience  fatisded 
with  the  fame  ?  Have  you,  fome  time  or  other,  found 
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,  >  .  foul  at  peace  under  this  covert  ot  blood,  knowing 
xh-At  the  fword  was  put  up  in  its  fcabberdj  it  being  fuU 
iy  icitisfied  with  the  blood  of  God  ?  This  is  a  being  pleaf- 
ed  with  what  the  Lord  of  hoils  is  pieafed  ;    and  you 
h'Avethus,  being  judified  by  faith,  had  peace  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cnrilt.     Where  go  you,  when 
under  challenges  tor  fm  ?    Do  you  find  molf  peace  in 
this  facrifice,  even  when  you  have  the  deepeft  and  mofl 
kindly  impreffion  of  your  fm  ?  For  the  Legalifl,  he  can 
believe  w^ell  enough,  when  he  has  no  challenges  for  fin, 
but  under  thefe  challenges,    his  faith  fails  him.     But 
for  you,  believer,   under  all  challenges,    do  you   find 
this  is  ahvays  your  only  ihift,  the  blood  of  Chrifl:,  the 
facrifice  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ?   Is  this  alfo 
your  only  fliift  when  you  think  of  death,  or  of  appearing 
before  the  judgment-feat  of  God  ?  Do  you  make  fuch 
ufe  of  Ghrifl's  offering  to  juflice,    as  that  it  is  youj? 
conllant  deftre  to  put  Chrifl  in  your  room  ?  Is  the  lan- 
guage of  your  foul,    O  i  1  defire  no  accompting  and 
reckoning  with  juftice  ;  nay,  I  dare  not  count  and  rec- 
kon with  Chrift,  but  my  foul,  as  it  were,  leaves  Chrift 
in  its  room,  and  runs  away  from  reckoning  with  juf- 
tice,  to  hide  itfelf  under  his  wings,  who  can  count  to 
the  utmoft  farthing.     Dear  foul,  who  has  attained  to 
fomething  of  this  in  reality,  1  invite  you,  in  my  Maf- 
ter's  name  to  come  to  his  table. 

(4)  Is  it  oft^imes  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  to  get 
over  «:>//  other  facrifices  to  this  alone^  whereby  the  awak- 
ened fword  of  juflice  is  j^ppeafed  ?  Can  you  fay,  it  has 
been  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  not  only  how  to  get  o- 
ver  your  fms  unto  Chrifl ;  but  alfo,  how  to  get  over 
your  graces  and  duties  to  him,  fo  as  you  might  not 
truil  therein,  to  the  prejudice  of  trufting  in  Chrifl  ? 
Paul  not  only,  while  in  nature,  but  even  after  conver- 
fion,  found  an  inclination  to  count  fome  thing  gain, 
befide  Chrift ;  and  therefore,  in  oppofition  to  this  in- 
clination, he  does,  with  a  daubtlefs^  cry  down  all  tJoingSy 
and  count  them  dung  and  lofs^  for  the  excellency  of  the 
kncz^ledge  of  Chri/i,  Philip,  iii.  8,  9.  Taking  in  his  gra- 
cious adings,  and  actions,  as  w^il  as  others,  and  found 
?,  need  to  caft  away  the  good,    as  well  as  the  bad  m 
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point  of  juftification.     Did  you  ever  find  it  a  harder 
exercife  to  be  quit  of  your  duties,  tears,  and  enlarge- 
ments in  point  of  dependence,  than  to  be  rid  of  your 
fins  ?  The  behever  has  one  exercife  of  faith,  how  to  be 
quit  of  fm  ;  and  another  new  exercife,  how  to  be  freed 
from  refling  on  duties,  and  how  to  be  fmgly  engaged 
in  reiling  on  Chrift  :  his  mind  is  not  quiet  in  all  his  du- 
ties, till  he  come  hither,  even  to  be  found  in  Chrift, 
to  have  his  peace  with  God  founded  upon  Chrift,  and 
not  upon  duties.     The  Legalift,  when  he  gets  duties 
performed,  then  he  has  peace  ;  but  the  believer,  though 
he  iliould  be  about  duties  a  whole  day,  and  is  indeed 
more  engaged  in  duties  readily  than  the  Legalift  him- 
felf,  that  relies  thereon ;  but  let  him  be  about  duties  a 
whole  day,   yet   perhaps  he  has  little  or  no  peace,  be- 
caufe  he  would  be  over  all  duties,  to  Chrift  himfelf,  as 
his  refting  place  ;  and  fo  has  no  peace  till  he  enjoy  him 
to  his  fatisfadion.     Hence  alfo,  he  is  oft-times  full  of 
fears  and  jealoufies,  left,  through  unbelief,  he  put  fome 
other  thing  in  the  room  of  Chrift's  facrifices.     A  natu- 
ral man  may,  perhaps,  fufpe£t  his  duties,  left  they  be 
wrong  ;  but  the  believer  is  more  taken  up  in  fufpeding 
his  faith,  faying,  Lord^  I  believe,  help  mv  unbelief:   he 
dares  not  truft  his  own  faith,    knowing  his  evil  heart 
of  unbelief  that  he  has  within  him.  Well,   if  this  be 
oft-times  matter  of  exercife  to  you,  poor  foul,  to  get 
over  all  other  facrifices  and  fervices,  to  this  great  facri- 
fice,  Chrift  Jefus,  in  whom  alone  the  fword  of  juftice 
is  fatisfied,  I  invite  you,  as  a  believer,  to  feaft  at  the 
Lord's  table,  upon  the  facrifice.    Does  the  faith  of  this 
facrifice  purify  your  heart,  fo  that  you  long  to  be  per- 
fectly holy,    feeing  and  lamenting  your  own  unholinefs 
and  impurity,  and  defiring  daily  to  bring  your  impure 
fms  and  lufts,  to  the  fountain  opened,  by  the  fword  of 
juftice,  in  the  heart  of  a  pierced  Chrift  ?— — I  then  in- 
vite you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  this  holy  table, 
as  one  that  has  fcen  the  value,  and  fliared  of  the  virtue, 
and  participated  of  the  efficacy  of  this  facrifice,  givea 
by  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,    to  the  awakened 
flvord  of  juftice. 

In  a  wordj  is  there  any  here,  Vv'ho,  under  a  fenfe  of 
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fm,  fee  an  abfolute  need  of  this  facrifice  ;  who  under  a 
fenfe  of  their  unworthinefs,  are  fearing  and  trembhng 
to  approach  to  the  Lord's  table,  and  yet  would  give  all 
the  world  for  a  fliare  of  the  faving  and  healing  Aartuc 
of  this  glorious  facrifice  ;  and  fee  nothing  in  the  wide 
world  fo  fit  for  them  as  Chrifl  ?  1  invite  them  to  the 
Lord's  table.    Are  there  any  here  lamenting  the  Lord's 
anger  and  abfence  at  this  day  ?    lamenting  that  things 
are  fo  far  wrong  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  that  there 
is  fo  little  power  and  glory  of  God  feen  in  the  fanctua- 
ry,  and  panting   after  communion  and  fellowfhip  with 
him,  crying,  0  that  I  knew  where  I  might  jind  him,  0 
that  it  were  with  me  as  in  times  paji  !  O  for  an  heart  to 
love  Chrifl !  O  for  a  fealed  intereft  in  Chrifl !   O  for 
the  healing  balfam  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  to  cure 
the  fad   plagues    of  my  heart,    which  I  fee  to  be  as 
black  as  hell  1  O  come  and  take  a  drink,  poor  foul,  at  the 
Lord's  table,  even  a  full  draught  of  the  blood  of  Chrifl, 
which  cleanfes  from  all  fm  !  Is  there  any  here,  any  poor 
creature,  that  fees  and  laments  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
the  power  of  fm  and  corruption  in  him,  pained  to  the 
heart  with  his  numberlefs  backflidings  from  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  ?  I  would  gladly  have  a  knot  cafl  between  Chrill  and 
his  foul,  that  may  never  loofe ;  fuch  flrength  and  grace 
communicate,  as  that  he  may  never  go  back  from  God : 
I  invite  you  to  come  forward  to  the  Lord's  table,  and 
get  a  flrengthening  meal. — Perhaps  there  is  fome  trem- 
bling weak  believer  here,  that  is  doubting,  whether  he 
has  grace,  or  not ;  whether  he  be  a  believer  or  not ;   O 
cry  to  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  fent  to  clear  you,  by  fhew- 
ing  to  you  the  things  that  are  freely  given  you  of  God. 
I  fliall  only  aflc  you,  who  are  fearing  you  have  no  inter- 
eft in  him,  no  portion  in  the  fon  of  JelTe,  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow  ;  tell  me,  will   you  quit  your  part  of 
him?   Could  you  freely  choofe  to  take  the  v\'Orld,  and 
your  lufts,  and  let  others  take  Chrift  who  pleafe  ?  would 
you  find  in  your  heart  to  reft  contented  with  other  things, 
and  give  any  body  your  part  of  Chrift?  What  fay  you 
to  that,  poor  doubting  foul  ?  Is  your  heart  now  melting, 
and  relenting  within  you,  and  faying,  O  miniiler  !  what 
is  that  you  are  faying  ?  that  vvounds  me  to  the  bottom 
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of  my  foul !  quit  all  my  part  of  Chrift  !    O  no,  no,  no ! 
If  I  were  fure  of  my  intereft  in  him,  I  would  not  quit 
my  part  in  him  for  ten  thoufand,  thoufand,  thoufand 
worlds  ;  and  even  as  it  is,  though  I  dare  not  aifert,  that 
I  have  an  intereft  in  him,  yet  I  would  not  fay  that  I 
would  quit  my  part  in  him ;  no,  for  all  that  lies  within 
the  bofom  of  the  univerfe.  Is  that  the  language  of  your 
heart  ?  Well,  Chrift  hears  that,  and  he  will  mind  it  as  a 
token  of  fome  heart-kindnefs  to  him.  Can  you  fay,  that 
God  will  be  juft  and  righteous  though  he  fhould  fend 
you  to  the  bottom  of  hell,  inftead  of  allowing  you  to  fit 
at  this  table ;  and  if  fuch  a  dog  as  you,  gQt  a  crumb  from 
him,  it  will  be  a  miracle  of  mercy  ?  Can  you  fay,  that 
though  doubts  and  darknefs,  and  innumerable  evils  be 
now  furrounding.you,  yet,  for  what  you  know,  it  was 
a  day  of  power  you  met  with  at  fuch  a  time,  in  v/hich 
a  faving  work,  as  you  thought,  was  begun,  and  now 
you  would  willingly  have  it  cleared  up  to  you  ?  Can  you 
lay,  that  though  you  have  a  thoufand  objections  againft 
yourfelf,  and  your  own  heart  and  frame,  yet  you  have 
no  objedions  againft  Chrift  ?  at  leaft  if  any  reafonings 
and  high  imaginations  againft  him  be  rifen  and  raging 
in  your  heart,  you  would  gladly  take  hold  of  him,  that 
he  may  caft  all  down,  and  take  and  keep  the  throne 
himfelf  ?  Do  you  fee  the  way  of  falvation,  through  free 
grace,  and  through  his  perfect  righteoufnefsj  to  be  an 
excellent  way,  worthy  of  God,  and  fuitable  to  man, 
becoming  the  wifdom  and  glory  of  God,  and  that  you 
are  well  pleafed  with  this  way  ?  Can  you  finally  fay,  that 
you  are  one  of  the  pooreft  creatures  in  all  the  world  ; 
poor  and  needy,  deftitute  of  all  good,  of  all  grace,  of 
all  faith,  love,  repentance,  holinefs,  and  any  other  fpiri- 
tual  quality  in  yourfeives  ;  but  that  you  fee  an  infinite 
fulnefs  in  Chrift,  that  can  f apply  you,  and  out  of  which 
you  defire  to  be  fupplied,  with  all  that  you  need  ?  and 
can  appeal  to  heaven,  -that  in  him  only  you  defire  to  be 
found,  vv^ho  is  all  in  all?  Can  you  fay.  Yea  and  Amen 
to  thefe  things  ?     Then,  poor  foul,  1  charge  and  com- 
mand you,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  to  ven- 
ture forward  to  this  table,  as  you  would  not  dlfpleafe 
him,  and  grieve  his  holy  Spirit  by  ftaying  away,  when 
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he  calls  you,  and  commands  you  to  do  this  in  remem- 
brance of  him,  and  of  his  kindnefs  to  you.  You  know 
not  if  ever  you  will  get  another  opportunity,  poor  ftray^ 
ing,  wandering  fheep;  though  you  be  fuch  a  weak 
creature,  as  that  you  think,  if  you  be  among  the  flock 
of  Chrifl  at  all,  you  are  the  word  among  them  all  for 
fm ;  and  the  laft:  among  them  all  for  grace  ;  and  flray- 
ing  fo  far  behind  all  the  refl  of  the  flock,  that  you  will 
never  get  up  among  the  refl,  unlefs  the  great  Shepherd 
take  you  up  in  his  arms,  and  carry  you  ;  I  charge  you, 
in  his  name,  to  come  forward,  and  fee  the  glorious 
Shepherd  fmitten  with  the  fword  of  jufliice  in  your  room. 
— And  now,  hoping  I  have  prevailed,  or  rather  that  the 
Lord  has,  and  will  prevail,  with  his  little  flock,  to  come 
to  the  Lord's  table,  and  hear  the  Lord  of  hofts  facra* 
mentally  faying.  Awake,  0  fword,  againji  my  Shepherd^ 
the  man  that  is  my  fellow,  I  clofe  with 

4.  A  fourth  inference  from  this  doctrine,  with  rela- 
tion to  this  ordinance :  hence  we  may  fee  in  what  7nan- 
tier  it  is  that  believers  fliould  approach  to  a  communi- 
on-table, fmce  the  fword  of  Jehovah's  wrath  is  ordered 
to  fmite  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow, 
Then  you  ought  to  commemorate  this  facriiicCj  and 
come  to  his  table. 

(i.)  With  wonder  2i\\^  ajlonifment,  O  come!  won* 
dering  that  the  fword  of  the  Lord  of  hofls,  that  infinite^ 
ly  juft  God,  fliould  pafs  by  you,  man ;  and  you,  wo- 
man, that  was  an  enemy  ;  and  fatisfy  himfelf  upon  the 
man  that  was  his  Friend,  the  man  that  was  his  Fellow, 
by  fmiting  the  Shepherd  in  the  room  of  the  flieep  :  that 
the  man  who  is  God's  Fellow  fliould  be  made  fm  for  you  ; 
made  a  curfe  for  you  ;  made  fliame  for  you ;  made  a  fa- 
crifice  to  jufliice  for  you;  and  made  the  channel  in 
which  the  wrath  and  difpleafure  of  God  fliould  run  fo 
as  to  run  by  you,  and  never  light  upon  you.  O  wonder! 
wonder,  men  and  angels ! 

(2.)  Come  with,  pra if e,  gratitude,  :ind  tha?ikftd?iefs  to 
the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  to  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow, 
for  fuch  a  wonderful  contrivance  of  falvation.  Whiit 
pofl:ure  did  grace  fmd  you  in,  poor  believer  ?  even  lying 
open  to  the  itroak  of  God's  drawn  fv;ord  of  jufllGe  ;  and 
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our  Lord  Jefus,  on  the  one  fide,  ftept  in  and  faid;» 
Hold,  Lord,  let  that  flroak  fall  upon  me,  and  let  them 
00  free ;  and,  upon  their  fide,  there  was  God's  good 
pleafure,  condefcending  to  accept  of  his  olfer,  faying. 
Awake  ^  Ofword  ;  fm'ite  the  Shepherd^  and  /pare  the  jheep. 
Poor  foul,  that  defires  to  flee  to  him  for  refuge !  Chrilt 
has  changed  rooms  with  you,  by  interpofing  to  keep  the 
flroak  off  you,  and  receiving  it  into  his  own  bowels : 
and,  O  what  infinite  obligations  to  love  and  thartkful- 
nefs  does  this  lay  you  under!  How  will  \\t  be  praifed 
for  ever  among  the  redeemed  for  his  love !  Comc;,  fing^ 
ing  xinto  him  that  loved  us^  and  wajked  us  from  our  fins  ^  in 
his  bloody — to  him  he  glory* 

(3.)  Come  with  boldncfs^  confide?i€€^  and  chedrfalncfs* 
What  a  fhame  and  difhonour  to  the  glorious  Shepherd 
is  it,  that  the  Iheep  Hiould  be  always  trembling  and 
quaking,  while  they  are  under  fuch  a  fure  and  fafe  co-^ 
vert,  as  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Shepherd  1 
If  we  were  coming  to  deal  with  God  about  falvation^ 
upon  the  footing  of  any  thing  in  us,  we  might  indeed 
be  confounded  with  defpair,  and  could  not  Hand  far 
enough  away  from  God ;  but  when  you  are  to  deal 
with  him  upon  the  fcore  of  the  God-pleafing,  juflice- 
fatisfying  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fellow,  we  can- 
not come  with  too  much  boldnefs :  on  this  ground  let 
us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace^  having  boldnefs  to 
enter  into  the  holiefi  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  Is  it  the  blood 
of  God's  Shepherd,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his 
Fellow  1  Is  it  not  thy  valuable  blood,  or  not  ?  Then, 
why  fhould  you  give  way  to  diffidence  ?  What  a  fliame 
is  it  that  we  dare  fcarcely  trufl  to  his  facrifice !  There-* 
lore, 

(4.)  Come  with  full  afurance  of  faith  :  affured  of  the 
love  and  good-v/ill  of  God  in  Chrifl,  in  whom  his 
Iword  is  pacified,  and  through  whom  peace  with  God 
is  proclaimed,  and  a  celfation  of  arms  to  all  eternity*  If 
you  can  attain  to  this  full  alfurance  of  faith,  poor  Vv^eak 
believer,  you  will,  no  doubt,  come  forward,  as  the  Lord 
iliall  help  you,  under  covert  of  this  honourable  facri- 
fice ;  come  hoping  againfl  hope,  and  believing  againit 
unbelief;  fay,  Lord^  I  believe^  help  my  unbelief     Come 
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lamenting  your  unbelief,  and  crying  to  him  for  faith. 
Conic  depending  on  him  for  grace  to  communicate  in  a 
fuitable  way,  and  for  grace  to  take  a  hearty  draught  of 
the  fword-fatisfying  blood  of  the  man  that  is  his  Fel- 
low. 

SERVICE    at  the  TABLE. 

NO  W,  believers,  what  was  Mofes's  work  when  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  a  flame  of  fire  out 
of  the  midil  of  the  bufh,  Exod.  iii.  2.  when  the  bufli 
burned  with  hre  and  was  confumed?  Why,  fays  Mofes, 
/  'xvV/  tiir7i  afide^  and  fee  this  great  fight.  That  fame 
fiiould  be  your  work  and  exercife  now,  at  a  communi- 
on-table :  turn  afide^  and  fee  this  great  fight ;  what  fight  ? 
the  greateft  fight  that  ever  was  feen,  the  eternal  Son 
of  God  in  the  bufli  of  our  nature,  and  this  bufli  burn- 
ing in  the  flames  of  divine  wrath,  for  our  fakes,  and 
in  our  room  and  (lead,  and  yet  the  bufli  not  confumed. 
O !  with  what  holy  fear  ought  you  to  look  upon  this 
great  fight!  Put  off  thy  Jhoes  from  off'  thy  feet  ^  fays  God 
to  Mofes,  for  the  place  where  thou  Jiandeft  is  holy  ground : 
and  Mofes  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon 
God,  You  may  perhaps  think,  if  you  were  as  great  a 
faint  as  Mofes,  you  would  not  be  afraid;  but,  O  the 
fight  of  God  is  an  awful  thing  to  the  greateft  faint  on 
earth,  and  humbles  them  to  the  duft !  But,  if  you  be  a 
faint  at  all,  I  will  tell  you,  you  will  be  reckoning  your- 
felf  the  greateft  finner  out  of  hell,  the  chief  of  finners ; 
and  if  it  be  fo,  fure  I  am,  this  great  fight  may  be  more 
wonderful  in  your  eyes  to  fee  the  fword  of  divine  wrath 
drunk  in  the  blood  of  the  glorious  Surety,  in  your  room. 
Solomon  fays.  He  that  is  furety  for  a  Jlr anger  fhall 
f mart  for  it^  Prov.  xi.  15.  Behold  the  Son  of  God  be- 
come Surety  for  you,  that  was  a  ftranger  and  alien ; 
but  he  xnM^t  fmart  for  it :  or,  as  it  may  be  rendered. 
He  fhall  before  broken.  So  was  the  Son  of  God,  our  Sure- 
ty; he  was  broken  in  fouk  broken  in  body,  broken 
to  pieces;  and  we  have  here  the  fymbols  of  his  broken 
body  ;  for.   In  the  fame  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed^ 
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he  took  bready  as  you  fee  us  take  it  here,  after  his  ex- 
ample.  

Now,  fpedators  ;  now,  commmunicants  ;  if  you  have 
the  eye  of  faith,  you  might  fee  a  broken  Chrifl  repre- 
fented  under  this  broken  bread ;  now  you  may  hear  God 
faying,  ^wake,  O  fword^  againfl  my  iShephercL  ^11  %ue 
like  lojl  Jheep  had  gone  ajlray  ;  and  we  have  turned  every 
one  to  his  own  way^  and  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofls,  has 
laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all.  Sin  brings  down  the 
fword  of  vengeance ;  but,  behold  your  fm  laid  upon 
the  Shepherd,  and  thereupon  the  Lord  of  hofls  faying. 
Awake ^  0  fword ^  againji  the  Shepherd,  O  rare  and  ra- 
vifhing  contrivance !  O  admirable  and  amiable  contri- 
vance !  O  beautiful  and  beneficial  contrivance !  Eter- 
nally blefled  be  the  Contriver !  and  eternally  blelTed  be 
the  Shepherd !  O  infinitely  kind  and  compallionate  She- 
pherd, that  laid  down  his  life  for  the  flieep,  and  feeds 
his  flock  like  afhepherd !  yea,  feeds  them  with  his  flefli 
and  blood  !  for,  having  broken  it,  he  gave  it  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  faying,  Take  ye^  eat  ye  ;  this  is  my  body  broken  for 

you  :  this  do  in  retneinbrance  of  7ne. Me  !  what  for  a 

ME,  is  this?  who  was  it  that  was  fmitten  by  the  fword 
of  juftice  ?  Why,  it  is  even  the  Shepherd,  the  man  that 
is  God's  Fellow,  his  own  Son  :  we  have  fmned,  and  he 
is  fmitten  for  it ;  the  fword  awaked  againfl  him,  and  we 
go  free :  O  fmner,  fmner !  O  guilty  fmner,  filthy  fm- 
ner,  wretched  fmner  !  who  in  all  the  world  would  have 
done  that  for  you  that  Chrifl  has  done  ?  Who  in  all  the 
world  could  have  fuffered  that  for  you,  that  Chrifl  has 
fuftered?  O  communicant,  apply,  apply  his  doing  and 
dying  to  yourfelf  in  particular,  and  fay,  O  marvellous 
and  matchlefs  love !  O  boundlefs  and  bottomlefs  love  ! 
He  lo'ved  me^  and  gave  Imnfelf  for  me  !  Or,  if  you  can- 
not attain  to  the  particular  application,  that  he  did  it 
for  you ;  yet,  O  wonder,  wonder,  that  ever  he  did  and 
fuffered  fo  much  for  any  ;  for  he  fuffered  the  hell  of  all 
the  elecl ;  God  made  a  gape  or  wound  in  the  breafl  of 
Chrifl,  with  the  fword  of  his  juflice,  and  then  poured 
in  a  whole  hell  of  wrath  upon  him.  O  1  is  it  not  good 
your  part,  to  remember  him,  who  remembred  you 
when  the  fword  of  juflice  was  ready  to  be  flieathed  in 
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vour  bowels,  and  to  drink  in  the  blood  of  your  foul?^ 
No  fooncr  did  the  Son  of  God  behold  the  fword  at  your 
bread,   and  the  hand   of  juftice   fetching  the  bloody 
ftroak,  but  he  cries  out,  ()  Father,  hold  thy  hand  ;  let  all 
that  vengeance  that  is  due  to  thofe  poor  guilty  creatures, 
fall  upon  me  ;    behold  I  open  my  brealt  to  receive  the 
ilroak  of  juftice  in  their  room.    They  have  broken  thy 
law,  but  here  I  am  to  fulfil  it  for  them  ;  they  have  en- 
raged thy  juftice,  but  here  I  am  ready  to  fatisfy  juftice 
for  them  ;  they  have  drunk  up  iniquity  like  water ;  but 
\o !  I  will  drink  up  the  gall  and  vinegar  of  thy  vengeance 
for  them :  Le .'  I  come ;  let  the  fword  light  upon  me 
with  all  its  vengeance.  Come,  come  then,  my  beloved 
Son,  fays  God,  the  Lord  of  hofts,  you  know  what  this 
work  will  coft  you  ;  will  you  ftand  your  hazard  ?  Yes, 
yes,  fays  Chrift :  what  will  I  not  do  for  thy  glory,  and  for 
thofe  miferable   fmners?     What  will  I  not  fuffer  for 
them  ?  let  it  be  infinite  vengeance,'  1  bear  it  for  them. 
— Content,  content,  then  fays  the  Father ;  and  there- 
fore, Awake ^  0  fword ^  agahift  my  Shepherd^  and  againjl 
the  man  that  is  my  Fellow  ;  f mite  the  Shepherd,  Well,  the 
Sheplierd,  the   man,  the  wonderful    man,  is  fmitten, 
and  the  bloody  ftroak  opens  a  wide  gap  in  his  heart, 
from  hence  ftreams  a  river  of  blood  ;  A  rinjer^  thejireams 
whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God  :  and  of  this  river  you 
are  called  to  drink  this  day.     Chrift  having  facrifice^ 
himlelf  a  peace-oftering  to  the  Lord  of  hofts.  He,  as  the 
antetype  of  Mofes,  did  fprinkle  the  blood  of  the  facri" 
iice  on  the  people  ;   and  therefore,  in  the  fame  manner^ 
after  fuppery  alfo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had  fupped,  fay^ 
ing,  This  cup  is  the  New  Te  ft  anient  in  my  blood ;  this  do^ 
as  oft  as  you  drink  it,  in  remefr/hrance  of  me  ;  for,  as  oft 
as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fiew  forth 
the  Lord's  death  till  he  come  again.—  Without  the  fl:)ed- 
ding  of  blood  there  is   no  rem'ifjion :   but  there  is  blood 
ihed ;  take  it,  and  remiilion  of  your  fms  with  it ;  it  is 
worthy  blood,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fel- 
low: the  fword  of  juftice  has  got  fuch  a  full  draught  of 
this  blood,  that  it  craves  no  more.     As  long  as  God's 
ju!ticc^  is  demanding  vengeance,  no  man  can  ftand  be- 
fore God :  but  her^  juftice  has  no  more  to  crave  j  far 

the 


Serm.  !•        ^Tg-mw/?  God's  Fellow,    ^      loi 

the  fatisfa£i:ion  Chriil  gave  was  full  meafure,  heaped  up, 
and  running  over  ;  he  offered  himfclf  to  God^for  afweet- 
frielling  favour  ;  juftice  was  pacified  and  fatisfied,  and 
love  got  a  vent  towards  man  :  and  hence,  inftead  of  a 
cup  of  wrath,  you  have  a  cup  of  love  to  drink.  What 
was  juftice  feeking  from  Chrift,  when  the  fword  was 
running  through  his  heart  ?  Why,  juftice  was  even 
purfuing  him  for  your  debt,  and  exadihg  all  of  the 
Surety  that  was  due  by  you.  May  it  not  affect  the  heart 
of  any  debitor,  that  has  the  leaft  fpark  or  remains  of 
ingenuity,  to  fee  his  cautioner  dragged  to  prifon  for  his 
debt?  But  here  you  fee  more,  the  fword  of  juftice  not 
only  arrefting  your  Surety,  but  running  him  through^, 
and  killing  him.  O  may  not  this  fill  you  with  hatred  of 
your  lins,  and  love  to  your  Surety,  that  was  fo  well 
pleafed  to  be  thus  dealt  v/ith  for  you !  Let  not  unbe- 
lief fay,  that  you  cannot  think  that  this  blood  was  Ihed 
for  fuch  a  hellifh'  linner,  fuch  a  wonderful  finner  as 
you  ;  for  it  would  not  be  fuch  wonderful  blood,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  cleanfmg  of  fuch  wonderful  finners :  be 
your  fms  what  they  will,  lay  them  under  the  covert  of 
this  blood,  the  blood  of  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow; 
as  fare  as  he  was  fmitten  you  fhall  efcape ;  for.  He  was 
wounded  for  our  fins.  True,  when  he  was  wounded  by 
the  awakened  fword,  he  might  have  cried,  O  Father, 
thefe  fins  are  not  mine  ;  thefe  tranfgreHions  are  not 
m.ine  ;  thefe  faults  and  mifcarriages,  thefe  black  crimes 
are  not  mine  ;  why  Ihould  I  be  fmitten  for  them  ?  No, 
no :  there  was  never  fuch  a  word  in  his  mouth.  Love 
breathed  out  fome  other  language ;  '  I  was  content,  as 
^  a  Surety,  to  take  all  that  fin  and  guilt  upon  me  ; 
*  and  now,  I  am  as  content  to  bear  the  weight  of  all  that 
'  wrath  and  vengeance  that  their  fins  deferved.'  O 
mighty  love  ! 

Now,  my  dear  friends,  the  time  of  a  communion  adi- 
on  fhould  be  a  bufy  time.  When  you  fee  the  fword  of 
juftice  awakened  againft  Chrift,  O  lay  all  the  enemies 
of  God,  efpecially  his  enemies  within  you,  under  the 
ftroak  of  his  fword  of  juftice  :  bring  all  your  lufts  and 
idols  to  the  juftice  of  God,  faying.  Awake ^  0  fword  of 
juftice  a^a'wfi  thefe  my  fms  and  finite  iLciiu—YIh^i  think 
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you  of  this  love,  believers  ?  What  think  you  of  this 
love,  communicants  ?  What  think  you  of  this  love, 
fpedators  ?  If  it  had  not  been  for  this,  inflead  of  v^^eep- 
ing  at  a  communion-table,  you  had  been  vi^eeping  in 
hell.  Awake,  O  fword,  againfl  my  lufls,  and  give 
this  luft  a  flroak,  and  that  lull:  a  ftroak ;  Av^^ake,  O 
fword,  againfl:  this  pride  and  paffion  of  mine,  and  give 
it  a  fl:roak  ;  awake,  O  fword,  againfl  that  enmity,  un- 
belief,  and  legality  of  mine,  and  give  them  a  flroak ; 
awake,  O  fword,  againfl  my  atheifm,  carnality,  and 
worldly-mindednefs,  and  give  thefe  a  flroak ;  awake, 
O  fword,  againfl  my  filthinefs  and  frowardnefs,  my 
uncleannefs  and  vilenefs  of  heart  and  way,  my  Delilah 
fms,  and  O  give  them  a  ftroak. — Bring  forth  all  your 
fms,  and  particularly  the  fms  that  eafily  befet  you,  bring 
them  forth  to  the  fword,  the  fword  of  juflice,  to  be 
hewed  in  piece,  hke  Agag,  before  the  Lord ;  faying, 
Lordy  let  the  fword  that  awaked  againfl  my  JLord^  awake 
aqainfl  my  lufls,  that  they  may  he  crucified  with  him,  O 
take  vengeance  on  thy  enemies  within  me !  O  it  will 
be  a  blelfed  communion-day  if  it  were  but  a  day  of  v^en- 
geance  upon  your  fms  and  lufls.  O  !  cry  down  the 
vengeance  of  the  fword  of  juflice  upon  them. 

And  as  you  fhould  bring  forth  all  your  fms,  fo  bring 
forth  all  your  wants  :  whatever  you  want  to  your  own 
fouls ;  to  your  friends  ;  to  your  family  ;  to  your  child- 
ren ;  to  your  neighbours,  and  Chriflian  acquaintances, 
that  defire  you  to  mind  them  ;  lay  all  your  wants  before 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow  ;  who,  as  he  is  the  facri- 
fice  for  your  fms,  fo  he  is  the  flore-houfe  for  your  fup- 
ply  ;  My  God  fldallfupply  all  your  needy  according  to  his 
riches  in  glory ^  by  Cbrlji  Jefus,  Philip,  iv.  19.  Want 
you  any  thing  for  the  church  of  Scotland  ?  Our  great 
want  at  this  day  is  a  fpirit  of  zeal,  a  fpirit  of  love,  and 
a  found  mind ;  the  want  of  God's  holy  Spirit  makes 
much  divilion  and  diforder  ;  O  cry  down  the  Spirit ! 
And  do  not  wonder  if  the  Shepherd  be  fmitten,  that 
the  fheep  may  be  fcattered ;  this  was  fulfilled  when  all  the 
dlfclples  were  offended  hccaufe  of  hlm^  m  the  night  where- 
in he  was  betrayed ;  and  all  forfook  him  and  fled :  they 
were  fcattered^  every  one  to  bis  own^  like  fo  many  timo- 
rous 
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rous  flieep,  and  left  him  alone^  John  xvi.  32. — But  I 
will  turn  my  hand  on  my  little  ones :  fome  make  that 
word  a  threatening,  that,  as  Chrift  fuffered,  fo  ihall 
his  difciples ;  they  fhall  be  baptized  with  the  bloody 
baptifm  he  was  baptifed  with.  Think  not  ftrange,  if 
a  fcaffold  of  blood  Ihould  be  your  trial ;  if  you  be  a  be- 
liever indeed,  you  fhall  notwithftanding  overcome  by 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  by  the  blood  of  the  Shepherd, 
the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow.  /  will  turn  my  hand  on 
the  little  ones  :  fome  make  it  a  promife,  that  God  will 
gather  together  the  fcattered  flieep ;  the  little  ones  a- 
mong  Chrift's  fcholars,  may  be  divided  and  difperfed, 
but  they  fliall  rally  again.  O  look  for  a  time  when  he 
will  return ;  and,  in  mercy,  turn  his  hand  en  the  little 
ones. 

Now,  let  all  the  little  ones,  the  poor,  vreak,  feeble 
fheep  of  the  flock,  follow  and  lean  upon  the  great  Shep- 
herd that  was  fmitten  for  them,  and  he  will  fupply  all 
your  wants,  fubdue  all  your  iniquities,  pardon  all  your 
fms,  and  bear  all  your  burdens,  and  fandify  all  your 
crofles,  and  do  all  your  work  in  you  and  for  you.  If 
you  have  not  now  gotten  what  you  would  have,  cry  to 
him,  and  wait  upon  him,  and  let  it  be  the  top  of  your 
defires  and  endeavours,  to  have  more  and  more  fellow- 
fliip,  with  the  man  that  is  God's  Fellow,  efpeciafly  in 
his  being  the  only  facrifice  to  the  fword  of  jufl:ice  in 
your  room.  Upon  this  facrifice  wherewith  God  is  fo 
infinitely  well  pleafed,  let  all  your  hope  of  grace  and 
glory  depend. 

Now,  go  in  peace,  and  may  the  God  of  peace^  that 
brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jefus^  that  great 
Shepherd  of  the  fheep  ^  through  the  blood  of  the  eiierlafling 
covenant^  make  you  perfect^  in  every  good  work^  to  do  his 
will ;  working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleafing  in  his 
fight ^  through  Jefus  Chrifl ;  to  who?n  be  glory  for  ever 
and  ever.     Amen, 


SER. 
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The  Rent  V  a  i  l  of  the  Temple; 
or,  Accefs  to  the  Holy  of  HoHes  by 
the  Death  of  Christ. 

M  A  T  T  H.  xxvii.  5  I . 
And  behold^  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in  twain^ 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

SOME  here  may  think,  what  will  the  minifher  make 
of  that  text,  and  what  relation  hath  it  to  the  work 
of  this  day  ?  Indeed,  I  cannot  promife  to  make  any 
thing  of  it,  unlefs  the  Lord  himfelf  make  fomething  of 
it  to  you.  But,  with  his  help,  we  may  find  a  fealt  in 
it  to  our  fouls ;  and  a  fuitable  feafl  on  the  back  of  a 
feafl,  fuch  as  many  of  you  have  been  celebrating. 
Chrifl  hath  been  evidently  fet  forth  crucified  among 
3^ou  this  day,  and  as  you  have  been  called  to  feafl  u- 
pon  his  pallion,  fo  now  you  are  called  to  feafl  upon  the 
fruits  and  eHeds  of  it.  Have  you  feen  him  dying  on  a 
crofs-  for  you  !  O  come  and  fee  what  immediately  fol- 
lowed upon  his  death.  Behold^  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. — That  I  may  divide  the 
Avords,  and  then  explain  them,  you  may  notice  here, 
I.  The  connexion  of  this  verfe,  with  what  went  be- 
fore, in  the  particle  and,  intimating,  the  time  of  this 
miracle,  that  it  intended  the  death  of  Chrill,  ver.  50. 
When  he  had  cried ^  with  a  loud  voice ^  he  gave  up  the 
gho/l.  This  luud  cry  fignified,  that  his  death  fliould  be 
public,  and  proclaimed  to  all  the  world,  as  it  hath  been 
to  you  this  day ;  and  his  yielding  up  the  ghojl^  fliewed, 
that  he  volantarilv  rcfio-ned  his  foul  to  be  an  ofPerini!: 
for  fin,    according  to  his  undertaking  as  our  Surety^^ 

*  This  fermon  was  preached  on  the  fabbath-evenrnfi:,  immedl- 
ateb'  after  the  adminiftriuion  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  flip- 
per at  Carnock,  July  nth,  1719.  It  hath  undergone  five  editions. 

Ifa. 


I 
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Ifa.  liii.  I  o*  Death  being  the  penalty  for  the  brcach  of 
the  firfl  covenant,  nou  Jhalt  furely  die  ;  the  Mediator 
of  the  new  covenant  mufl  make  atonement  by  meanvS 
of  death,  otherwise  no  remiiiion.  Now,  he  gave  up 
the  ghoil,  and  immediately  the  vail  of  the  temple  \va^ 
rent. 

2.  You  have  a  note  of  admiration,  Behold'!  intiniat* 
ing  what  a  wonderful  thing  did  immediately  enfue* 
Several  miracles,  befides  the  rending  of  the  vail,  are 
here  mentioned ;  but  this  feems  to  be  the  moil  remark- 
able. We  are  told,  that  the  earth  did  quake ^  the  rocks 
rent^  graves  were  opened^  and  many  dead  bodies  of   the 

faints  arofe  ;  but  that  which  is  put  in  the  firfi:  rank  of 
thefe  miracles,  is,  that  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in 
tivain :  and  we  find  the  evangelifl  Mark  mentions  this 
in  particular  j  and  none  of  the  reil  of  the  miracles  here 
named,  as  if  this  rending  of  the  vail  were  the  miracle 
moil  to  be  noticed,  as  containing  fomewhat  myflerious 
and  figniiicant  therein,  Mark  x.  37,  38.  where  v/e 
have  the  very  fame  words,  Jefus  cried  with  a  loud  volce^ 
and  gave  up  the  ghoft ;  and  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom*  And  here  it  is 
ulliered  in  with  a  behold :  turn  afide  and  fee  this  great 
fight ;  be  aflonilhed  at  it.  But  what  are  v/e  to  wonder 
•at  ?  Then, 

3.  See  this  object  of  admiration ;  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent  in  twain,  jull  as  our  Lord  Jefus  expir- 
ed ;  that  vail  of  the  temple  which  parted  betwixt  the 
holy  place  and  the  ?noJi  holy^  was  rent  by  an  invifible 
power.  In  this,  and  the  reft  of  the  miracles,  Cbrifl 
gave  teflimony  to  his  Godhead  ;  putting  forth  the  pow- 
er of  his  divine  nature  at  the  fame  time  wherein  his  hu^ 
man  nature,  his  foul  and  body,  were  rent  in  twain, 
like  the  vail  of  the  temple.  It  is  remarkable  hov/  the 
evangelift  defcribes  the  manner  in  which  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent ;  Ihewing  what  a  full  and  intire  rent  it 
was.  Luke  fays,  //  was  rent  in  the  midfv ;  and  here 
Matthew  and  Mark  fay,  it  was  rent  in  twain  :  rent 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  ;  an  intire  rent.  But  what 
Was  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?  V7hat  did  the  rending  of 
the  vail  hgnify  P 

Vol.  L  O  (i.)  It 
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( I .)  It  was  in  conformity  to  the  temple  of  Chrlft's  bo- 
dy which  was  now  diflblved  :  Chrift  was  the  true  temple, 
in  ivhofii  dwells  all  the  fiilnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily. 
When  he  cried,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft,  and  fo  diflblv- 
ed and  rent  the  vail  of  his  flefh,  the  literal  temple  did, 
as  it  were,  echo  to  the  cry,  and  anfwer  the  flrokes  by 
rending  its  vail. 

(2.)  The  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple,  fignified 
the  revealing  of  the  imfieries  of  the  Old  Tejlament,  The 
vail  of  the  temple  was  for  concealment ;  it  was  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  any  to  fee  the  furniture  of  the 
mofl  holy  place  within  the  vail,  except  the  high  priefl ; 
and  he  but  once  a  year  with  great  ceremony,  and 
through  a  cloud  of  fmoke :  all  which  pointed  out  the 
darknefs  of  that  difpenfation,  2  Cor.  iii.  13.  But  now, 
at  the  death  of  Chrift,  all  was  laid  open  ;  the  myfteries 
are  un vailed,  fo  that  he  that  runs  may  read  the  mean- 
ing of  them. 

(3.)  The  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  fignified 
the  uniting  of  Jews  and  Gentiles^  by  removing  the  par- 
tition-wall betwixt  them,  which  was  the  cerimonial  law  ; 
Chrifl,  by  his  death  repealed  it,  and  cancelled  that  hand- 
writing of  ordinances^  nailed  it  on  the  crofs,  and  fo  broke 
down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  ;  and,  by  abolifning 
thefe  inditutions  and  ceremonies,  by  which  the  Jews 
were  diflinguiOied  from  all  other  people,  he  abolijhed  in 
his  flcfly  the  enmity.,  even  the  law  of  commandments^  con- 
tained in  ordinances,  for  to  make  in  himfelf  of  twain  one 
new  man^  Eph.  ii.  14,  15.  Jufl  as  two  rooms  are  made 
one,  by  taking  down  the  partition-wall. 

(4.)  The  rending  of  the  vail  did  efpecially  fignify  the 
confccraiing  and  opening  of  a  new  and  living  way  to  God* 
The  vail  kept  oif  people  from  drawing  near  to  the  mod 
holy  place  ;  but  the  rending  of  it  fignified,  that  Chrifl, 
by  his  death,  opened  a  way  to  God  for  himfelf,  as  our 
bleffed  High-priefl ;  and  for  us  in  him. 

I.  For  himfelf:  this  was  the  great  day  of  atonement, 
wherein  the  High-prieft,  not  by  the  blood  of  goats  and 
calves,  bui  by  his  own  blood  entered  once  for  all  into 
the  holy  place ;  in  token  of  which,  the  vail  was  rent, 

Heb.  ix.  7, 13.     Though  Chriit  did  not  perfonally 

afcend 
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afcend  to  heaven,  the  holy  place  not  made  with  hands^ 
that  is,  to  heaven,  till  above  forty  days  after ;  yet  he 
immediately  acquired  a  right  to  enter,  and  had  a  virtu- 
al admiflion :  his  entrance  into  the  heavenly  temple, 
into  the  holy  of  holies,  began  in  his  death  ;  having  of- 
fered his  facrifice  in  the  outer-court,  the  blood  of  it 
was  to  be  fprinkled  on  the  mercy-feat  within  the  vail, 
according  to  the  manner  of  the  priefls  under  the  law : 
but  now  the  legal  Ihadows  were  all  to  evaniih ;  the 
great,  the  true  High-prieil  having  by  his  own  blood  en- 
tered, and  fo  procured, 

2.  For  us  an  open  entrance  into  the  true  holy  of  ho- 
lies, as  the  apoflle  applies  it,  Heb.  x.  19,  20.  We 
have  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiejly  by  the  hloodofjefus, 
by  a  new  and  living  zaay,  vjhich  he  hath  confecrated  for 
us  through  the  vail.  We  have  now  free  accefs  to  come 
with  boldnefs  to  a  throne  of  grace,  to  a  God  in  Chrifl, 
Heb.  iv.  16.  The  vail  of  the  temple  did  fo  interpofe 
betwixt  the  people  and  the  mod  holy  place,  that  they 
could  neither  go  in,  nor  look  into  it,  but  only  the 
priell,  in  the  manner  that  I  faid  before  ;  but  the  rend- 
ing of  the  vail  fignified,  that  the  true  holy  of  holies, 
heaven  itfelf,  is  now  open  to  us,  by  the  entrance  of 
our  great  High-priefl,  that  we  alfo  may  enter  in  by 
faith,  as  a  royal  prieflhood,  following  our  Forerunner, 
who  for  us  hath  entered  v/ithin  the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  19. 
Nothing  can  obftruct  or  difcourage  our  accefs  to  God 
in  his  grace  and  glory,  for  the  vail  is  rent. 

Now,  I  am  to  touch  a  little  at  the  fpecial  myllery  here 
reprefented.  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  m 
twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 

Obser.  That  Chrifl t  by  his  death  hath  rent  the  vail 
that  interpofe d  betzvixt  God  and  us,  and  obflru^ed 
our  accejs  to  him. 

He  gave  up  the  ghofl,  and  behold,  the  vail  was  rent, 

I  Pet.  iii.  18.     Chrifl  hath  once  fuffered  for  fins,  the  juji 

for  the  unjitft.     Why  ?   That  he  might  bring  us  to  God ; 

and,  in  order  thereunto,  that  he  might  rend  the  vail  of 

guilt  and  wrath  that  interpofed  betwixt  us  and  him, 

O  2  that 
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that  he  might  take  away  the  cherubims  and  flaming  fword^ 
and  open  a  way  to  the  tree  of  lite. 

The  method  wherein  I  Ihall  fpeak  of  this  fubjed^ 
ilia:!  be,  to  fliew, 

I.  What  is  that  vailth'sl  interpofed  betwixt  God  and 
us, 

II.  Kow  the  death  of  Chrilr.  hath  rent  that  vail. 

III.  In  what  manner  is  the  vail  rent. 

IV.  For  what  end  th?  vail  is  rent. 

V.  Draw  fome  inferences  froiii  the  whole  for  appli* 
cation. 

There  may  be  fome  here  that  came  to  this  occafion^ 
to  enquire  into  God's  temple,  to  fee  his  beauty  and 
olory  there,  and  to  get  near  to  God  ;  but,  ah  !  they  are 
complaining,  they  have  lofl  their  end  ;  why  ?  they  ap- 
prehended a  vailbetwixt  them  and  the  glory  of  God^ 
and  thought  it  impolTible  to  get  through  the  vail :  but 
perhaps,  you  knew  not  that  the  vail  of  the  temple  was 
rent ;  and  therefore  you  have  not  feen  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord  in  his  temple.  If  you  had  known  that  the 
vail  was  rent  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  you  v/ould 
have  gone  in  more  boldly  to  the  mofl  holy  place  ;  and 
if  yet  you  will  believe  that  the  vail  is  rent,  I  can  pro- 
miie  that  you  Ihall  not  mifs  a  fight  of  his  glory,  through 
the  rent  vail :  T)td  I  not  fay  to  thee,  if  thou  wouldfl  be- 
I'keve,  thou  fjalt  fee  the  glory  of  Codf  But  I  proceed  in 
the  method  propofed, 

I.  What  is  that  -L'^f/that  interpofed  betwixt  God  and 
VIS  ?  Not  to  fpeak  of  the  vail  of  Old-Teflamxent  fliadows 
and  ceremonies,  now  rent  and  removed  by  the  death  of 
Chrift,  there  ar^  fome  vails  that,  in  a  fpecial  manner, 
obftrucled  our  accefs  to  God  ;  and  they  may  be  reduc- 
ed to  thefe  three,  the  vail  of  a  broken  covenant,  the 
vail  of  God's  injured  attributes,  and  the  vail  of  man's 
fm. 

I.  The  vail  of  2i  broken  covenant^    or  law- of  works, 
llie  covduimt  of  works,  you  know,  was,  do  and  live^ 
othervvlfe  you  fheil  die  ;    In  the  day  thou  eaiefi^  thow 
fhalt  fure'j  die.     In  which    covenant,    you  fcC;,  there 

was; 
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was  a  precept,  a  promife,  and  a  penalty.  The  precefit 
■was  do^  or  perfed  obedience ;  the  promife  was  life,  or 
eternal  happinefs  upon  obedience  j  and  the  penalty  was 
deaf/:)  and  eternal  damnation,  in  cafe  of  difobedience* 
Now,  man  by  his  fm  hath  broken  the  precept  of  that 
covenant,  and  fo  forefeited  the  promife  of  life,  and  in- 
curred the  penalty  of  death.  If  ever  we  have  accefs  to 
God,  this  broken  precept  mufl  be  repaired,  this  for- 
feited life  mufl  be  redeemed,  this  penalty  mufl  be  exe- 
cute. Here  is  a  vail  that  feparates  betwixt  God  and  us ; 
a  vail  that  neither  men  nor  angels  can  rend,  and  yet  a 
vail  that  mufl  be  rent,  otherwiie  we  die  and  perifh  for 
ever  ;  and  this  vail  is  the  harder  to  be  rent,  becaufe  of 
the  following,  namely,  * 

2.  The  vail  of  God's  injured  perfeSlions  ;  particular- 
ly, his  inc^nfed  juftice,  and  injured  hohnefs.  Juflice, 
infinite  juflice,  was  a  black  vail  that  obflruded  our  ac- 
cefs to  lieaven  ;  for  God  became  an  angry  God,  a  God 
filled  with  fierce  wrath  againft  the  fmner.  God  hath 
fet  this  penalty  upon  the  law,  commanding  perfedl  obe- 
dience upon  pain  of  death  :  God's  juflice  was  engaged 
to  make  this  penalty  effectual  upon  man's  falling  into 
fm.  Nothing  can  fatisfy  juflice  but  infinite  punifh- 
ment ;  T/je  zuages  of  fin  is  death  :  and  God  tvill,  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty  :  And  fo,  if  this  vail  be  not  rent 
by  a  complete  fatisfadion,  the  guilty  fmner  mufl  go 
down  to  the  pit.  The  holinefs  of  God  alfo  was  injured 
by  the  breach  of  the  law  ;  Sin  is  a  tranfgreffion  of  the 
law ;  a  tranfgreffion  of  the  precept.  Now,  as  God's 
juflice  flands  up  in  defence  of  the  threatening  and  pe- 
nalty, fo  his  holinefs  flands  up  for  the  defence  of  the 
precept  and  comm^and  of  the  holy  law.  God  cannot 
juflify  the  fmner,  nor  accept  of  him  as  righteous,  un- 
lefs  he  hath  a  complete  righteoufnefs  ;  not  a  lame,  par- 
tial, and  imperfect  righteoufnefs  ;  but  a  righteoufnefs 
every  way  commenfurate  to  the  extenfive  precept  of  the 
law,  will  fatisfy  an  infinitely  holy  God.  As  infinite 
juftice  cannot  be  fatisfied,  without  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion,  anfwering  to  the  threatening  and  penalty  of  the 
Jaw  ;  fo  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  cannot  be  fatisfied 
without  a  perfeft  obediencCj  anfwcrable  to  the  precept 

and. 
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and  command  of  the  law.  Now,  our  natural  want  of 
ability  to  yield  fatisfadion,  and  our  natural  want  of 
perfed  conformity  to  the  law,  make  juftice  and  holinefs, 
and  other  perfedions  of  God,  fland  in  the  way  of  our 
falvation,  and  of  our  accefs  to  heaven,  like  a  vail  that 
can  never  be  rent  by  us  5  efpecially  confidering,    that 

there  is, 

3.  A  third  vail,  and  that  is  the  vail  of  fin  on  our 
part.  This  is  a  feparating  vail  betwixt  God  and  us, 
Ifa.  lix.  2.  Tour  iniquities  have  feparated  betwixt  you  and 
your  God,  Now,  before  we  can  get  near  unto  God, 
this  vail  mufl  be  rent,  the  guilt  of  fm  mull  be  expiated ; 
for  without  fhedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remiffion : 
the  filth  of  fm  mufl  be  purged  ;  for,  who  fhall  afcend 
to  the  hill  of  the  Lord,  and  fland  in  his  holy  place,  but 
he  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart  ?  The  power 
of  fm  mufl  be  broken. — There  is,  by  nature,  in  us  all  a 
power  of  ignorance  ;  our  minds  are  become  a  dungeon 
of  darknefs,  and  this  is  fuch  a  vail  betwixt  God  and  us, 
that  unlefs  it  be  removed,  there  is  no  hopes  of  mercy  : 
therefore  fays  the  prophet,  //  is  a  people  of  no  under^ 
Jlanding ;  therefore  he  thai  made  them^  will  not  have  mer- 
cy on  them, — There  is  in  us  a  power  of  enmity,  The  car- 
nal mind  is  enmity  againji  God,  etc. — We  are  enemies 
to  God  by  wicked  works :  this  is  another  vail  that  mufl 
be  reiit  by  the  arm  of  almighty  power ;  for  it  is  a  vail 
and  curtain  that  the  devil  hath  flrongly  wrought,  like  a 
web,  with  the  warp  and  waft  of  pride,  carnality,  fecu- 
rity,  worldlinefs,  and  all  other  wickednefs  whatfoever, 
which  are  but  lb  many  threads  and  pieces  of  this  web, 
this  vail  of  enmity, — There  is  a  power  of  unbelief,  that 
is  another  vail,  that  on  our  part  flands  betwixt  us  and 
the  holy  place,  and  feparates  us  from  divine  favour  j 
He  that  bslieveth  not,  is  condemned  already, 

II.  The  fecond  thing.  How  the  death  of  Chrifl  hath 
rent  the  vail :  when  he  gave  up  the  ghofl,  behold  the 
vail  was  rent. 

I.  By  the  death  of  Chrifl  the  vail  of  a  broken  cove- 
nant was  rent  in  twain,  fo  as  we  might  get  to  God 
through  that  vail  of  the  law )  for  tlie  law  was  fulfilled 

in 
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in  every  part  of  it,  by  his  obedience  to  the  death. 
Was  the  precept  of  the  law  a  perfeft  obedience  ?  Well, 
Chrift  by  his  obedience  to  the  death,  did  magnify  the 
law,  and  make  it  honourable,  brought  in  an  everlafling 
righteoufnefs :  his  death  was  the  finifhing  flroke,  the 
highefl  ad  of  that  obedience  whereby  the  law  was  ful- 
filled. Was  the  promife  of  life  in  the  law,  or  firft  co- 
venant forfeited  by  us  ?  Well,  Chrifl  rent  this  vail,  by 
redeeming  the  forfeiture  with  the  price  of  his  blood : 
he  bought  back  the  inheritance  for  us  that  we  had  loft, 
making  a  purchafe  of  us,  and  of  eternal  falvation  for 
us.  Was  the  penalty  of  death  in  the  lav/  (landing  alfo 
in  the  way  ?  Wellf  Chrift  comes  in  the  fmner's  room, 
endures  this  penalty,  by  coming  under  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  becoming  obedient  to  the  death,  enduring  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  delivering  us  from  the  wrath  to 
come :  and  fo  behold,  the  vail  of  a  broken  covenant 
was  rent. 

2.  By  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  vail  of  God*s  injured 
attributes^  that  ftood  betwixt  God  and  us,  was  rent 
and  removed.  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  the  juftice  of  God, 
by  offering  himfelf  a  facrifice,  Eph.  v.  2.  This  offer- 
ing being  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  it  was  of  infinite 
worth  and  value :  here  the  altar  fandified  the  gift ; 
the  altar  was  the  Godhead  of  Chrift,  the  offering  was 
made  upon  the  altar  of  the  divine  nature ;  and  there- 
fore this  blood  of  Chrift  is  called  the  blood  of  God, 
This  facrifice  was  of  infinite  worth  and  value,  for  doine 
the  bufmefs  of  poor  man,  in  atoning  juftice,  and  fo 
rending  this  vail.  But  now,  as  Chrift  hath  fatisfied  the 
juftice  of  God,  by  enduring  the  penalty  and  threaten- 
ing of  the  law ;  fo  he  hath  vindicated  the  holinefs  of 
God,  by  fulfilling  the  precept  and  command  of  the  law, 
which  he  not  only  did  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
life,  but  perfectly  finifhed  in  his  death.  Now,  if  Chrift 
hath  fulfilled  the  law,  fatisfied  the  juftice,  and  vindi- 
cated the  holinefs  of  God,  by  his  obedience  to  the 
death,  then  we  may  fee  and  fay.  Behold  the  lail  was 
rent.     But, 

3.  There  is  the  vail  oi  Jin  on  our  part ;  how  is  this 
rent  by  the  death  of  Chrift?  Why,  the  Lamb  v."c  fa- 
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criflced  to  rend  and  remove  this  vail.  Behold  the  Lamb 
ofGoSif  that  takes  away  the  fin  of  the  world.  By  his  deaths 
the  guilt  of  fin  is  expiated  ;/^r  God  fet  him  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  declare  his  righte- 
oufnefs  for  the  remijfion  of  fins  ^  etc.  By  his  death  the 
filth  of  fin  is  purged ;  for  the  blood  of  Chrifi  cleanfeth 
from  all  fin ^  and  that  both  meritorioufly  and  efficaci- 
oufly ;  for,  by  his  death,  the  power  of  fin  alfo  is  bro- 
ken fundamentally,  feeing  by  his  death  he  purchafed 
the  Spirit ;  which,  in  due  time,  he  pours  out,  and  there- 
by adually  removes  the  vail  on  our  part,  which  he  had 
done  fundamentally  and  virtually  on  the  crofs.  By  this 
purchafed  Spirit  he  rends  the  vails  of  darknefs  and  ig- 
norance :  T^he  God  who  commanded  light  to  Jhine  out  of 
darknefs^  fhines  into  the  hearty  etc.  All  the  light  of  na- 
ture, reafon,  education,  and  human  literature  cannot 
rend  this  vail,  till  the  man  receive  the  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.  By  this  pur- 
chafed Spirit  he  rends  the  vail  of  enmity,  fliedding  a- 
broad  his  love  upon  the  heart ;  and  indeed  the  view  and 
apprehenfion  of  God's  mighty  love  in  Chrift.  can  rend 
that  mighty  vail  of  enmity  ;  for  we  love  him  whenever 
we  fee  that  he  firft  loved  us,  i  John  iv.  19.  When  the 
foul  fees  the  God,  whofe  majelly  he  dreaded,  is  now  a 
God  in  Chrift,  reconciled  to  the  foul  through  the  facri* 
fice  that  Chrift  offered  up,  then  the  foul  is  reconciled 
to  God,  and  fo  the  vail  of  enmity  rent  in  twain.  By 
this  purchafed  Spirit  he  rends  alfo  the  vail  of  unbe- 
lief ;  for,  as  he  is  a  Spirit  of  light,  to  remove  the  vail  of 
darknefs,  and  a  Spirit  of  love,  to  remove  the  vail  of  en- 
mity ;  fo  he  comes  into  the  heart,  as  a  Spirit  of  faith, 
and  removes  the  vail  of  unbelief;  he  begins  the  rent  of 
humiliation,  when  he  rends  the  heart  in  twain  with  a 
fcnfe  of  fm,  and  a  f.ght  of  its  undone  ftate  ;  when  he 
makes  the  foul  take  with  fm,  and  juftify  the  Lord, 
though  he  fliould  damn  him  for  his  fm.  He  makes  the 
rent  of  the  vail  wider  by  a  gracious  manii^cftation,  like 
that,  John  ii.  11.  He  manif eft ed  forth  his  glory,  and  his 
difciples  believed  on  him.  Thus  he  rends  the  vail  of  un- 
belief j  and  compleats  the  rent  of  this  vail  when  faith 
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is  turned  into  vificn. — Thus  you  fee  how  by  his  death 
the  vail  was  rent. 

III.  The  third  thing.  In  what  manner  was  the  vail 
rent?  All  I  fay  on  this  head,  fliall  be  in  allufion  fhortiy 
to  the  rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  here  :  which  we 
fee,  was  in  a  wonderful  mamier  uihered  in  with  a  he- 
hold, 

1.  Behold^  it  was  rent;  not  only  drawn  afide,  but 
rent.  The  curtain  was  not  only  drav/n  ahde,  but  torn  to 
pieces,  as  if  God  had  been  difpleafed  at  the  vail  of  parti- 
on  betwixt  him  and  us;  angry  at  the  Vail  of  feparation, 
and  enraged  that  there  fliould  have  been  any  vail  to  in-* 
tercept  between  him  and  us.  God*s  heart  was  fet  upon  a 
reconciliation  betwixt  him  and  us,  and  therefore  his 
hand  tears  the  curtain  that  was  hanging  up  betwixt 
him  and  us ;  gave  it  fuch  a  rent,  as  it  might  never  be 
whole  again :  all  the  devils  in  hell  cannot  few  up  the 
rent,  fo  as  to  difappoint  God's  defign  of  bringing  his 
people  into  union  and  communion  with  him. 

2.  Behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  not  only  rent^ 
but  rent  in  twain  :  the  vail  that  was  one,  was  made  two^  ^ 
that  God  and  man,  who  were  two,  might  be  made  one* 
It  was  not  half  rent,  but  vs^holly  rent ;  rent  in  twain,  a 
full  and  complete  rent;  fliewing,  that  Chrilt,  by  his 
death,  would  not  be  a  half  Saviour,  but  a  complete  Sa«- 
viour,  and  the  Author  of  a  full  and  complete  falvation  ; 
taking  entirely  out  of  the  w^ay  whatever  feparated  be- 
twixt God  and  us,  not  leaving  fo  much  as  a  ifitch  of  the 
curtain  to  hold  the  two  fides  of  the  vail  together  ;  no^ 
the  vail  was  rent  in  twain.  And  not  only  fo,  but, 

3.  Behold  the  vail  w^as  rent  from  the  top  to  the 
BOTTOM  :  The  vail  was  rent  from  the  top,  the  hjgheft 
thing  that  feparated  betwixt  God  and  us  was  rent  in 
twain  ;  we  could  never  have  reached  up  to  the  top  of 
the  vail ;  yea,  the  hands  and  arms  of  all  the  men  on 
earth,  and  angels  in  heaven,  were  too  fl^^ort  to  reach 
to  the  top  of  the  infinite  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God,  that 
interpofed  betwixt  him  and  us:  the  top  of  this  vailj  this 
wall  of  partition,  was  higher  than  heaven ;  what  could 
we  or  any  other  creature  do  for  rending  it  from  the  top  ? 
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But  Chrill;  put  up  his  hand,  as  it  were,  to  the  top  of 
the  vail,  and  rent  it  from  the  top.  The  rent  begins  at 
the  top,  but  it  does  not  flop  here  :  For, 

4.  The  vail  is  alfo  rent  to  the  bot^tom  :  the  bottom 
of  this  vail,  that  did  feparate  betwixt  God  and  us,  did 
reach  as  deep  as  the  bottom  of  hell :  who  could  defcend 
to  hell  for  us  to  rend  the  vail  to  the  bottom  ?  Ac- 
cording to  the  lamentation  of  one  Joannes  Seneca  up- 
on his  death-bed,  '  We  have  here,  fays  he^  fome  that 
'  will  go  to  the  quire  for  us,  fome  that  will  play  for  us, 
'  fome  that  will  fay  Mafs  for  us,  fome  that  will  pray  for 

*  us ;  but  where   is  there   one  that  will  go  to  hell  for 

*  us  ?*  But,  O  happy  believer,  Chrift  is  one  that  hath 
gone  to  hell  for  you,  that  he  might  quench  all  the 
flames  of  hell  with  his  blood,  and  conquer  all  the  powers 
of  hell  that  were  in  the  way  betwixt  you  and  heaven. 
He  defcended  to  hell,  in  a  manner,  that  he  might  rend 
the  bottom  of  the  vail.  But  there  is  yet  more  here,  he 
not  only  rends  the  vail  at  the  top  and  at  the  bottom, 
but, 

5.  From  the  top  to  the  bottom  all  is  rent ;  both  the 
top  and  the  bottom,  and  all  that  is  betwixt  the  top  and 
the  bottom,  all  the  impediments  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell  are  removed.  Though  heaven  be  purchafed,  and 
hell  vanquiflied,  yet  there  might  be  fomething  in  the 
earth,  fomething  in  the  world,  betwixt  heaven  and 
hell  that  might  obftrud  the  paflfage  to  the  holiefl ;  well, 
but  the  rent  is  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  :  all  that 
comes  betwixt  the  top  and  the  bottom  is  rent  as  well  as 
both  ends ;  fo  that  there  is  accefs  from  the  lowed  part 
of  mifery  to  the  higheft  happinefs,  a  long  rent,  in  a 
manner,  from  the  top  of  heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell. 
We  fell  as  low  as  hell  by  fm,  but  Chrift  by  his  death 
hath  made  an  open  way  from  hell  to  heaven  ;  for,  be- 
hold^ the  vail  was  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tom, 

IV.  The  fourth  thing,  For  v>^hat  end  was  the  vail 
rent?  I  fliall  tell  you  only  thefe  two  ends  of  it.  i.  That 
Chrifl  might  enter  into  the  holieft  as  our  High-prieft  for 

us. 
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us.     2.  That  we  might  enter  in  alfo  after  him  and  thro' 
him. 

I.  I  fay,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent,  that  Chrifl 
our  glorious  High-priefl  might  enter  into  the  holy  of  holies 
in  our  name.  I  told  you,  that  the  vail  of  the  temple 
was  that  which  parted  betwixt  the  holy  place  and  the 
7noJi  holy^  and  which  kept  off  people  from  drawing  near 
to  the  moji  holy  place.  The  vail  was  for  concealment ; 
and  none  might  enter  within  the  vail  but  the  high-prieft, 
and  he  was  not  to  enter  in  without  blood,  the  blood  of 
the  facrifice  along  with  him,  as  you  fee,  Heb.  ix.  3,  7. 
Now,  the  mofl  holy  place  was  a  type  of  heaven;  fo  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  having  fhed  his  own  blood,  entered 
within  the  vail  into  heaven,  the  true  holy  of  holies^  car- 
rying in  with  him  the  blood  of  his  own  facrifice,  Heb. 
ix.  12.  Not  by  the  blood  of  goats  and  calves^  but  by  his 
own  bloody  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place.  Not  that 
Chrifl  did  carry  into  heaven  his  own  fubflantial  blood 
in  his  hand ;  we  are  not  to  underfland  it  fo  carnally, 
but  that,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  and  virtually,  he  did  fo. 
Under  the  law,  the  day  of  atonement  was  upon  that 
day  when  the  high-priefl  went  into  the  holy  of  holies^ 
Lev.  xvi.  30. ;  on  that  day  the  people  were  pardoned 
all  their  fms,  and  cleanfed  from  all  their  tranfgreffions : 
when  thfe  high-priefl  had  been  within  the  vail  in  the  ho- 
ly of  holies^  then  was  the  atonement  a6lualiy  made : 
though  the  blood  was  fhed  without  the  camp,  yet  the 
atonement  was  not  made  till  it  was  brought  into  the 
holy  place.  Lev.  xvi.  14,  15.  What  did  this  typify,  but 
that  our  atonement  was  perfedly  made  upon  Chrifl's 
going  into  the  holy  of  holies^  namely  heaven?  See  Heb. 
ix.  24.  For  Chrift  is  not  entered  into  the  holy  places  made 
with  hands ^  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true,  but  into  hea- 
ven itfelf  nozv  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us. 
Perhaps  you  have  thought  hitherto  that  the  work  of 
our  redemption  was  perfedly  completed  on  the  crofs,  fo 
as  there  was  no  more  to  be  done ;  but  know,  it  was 
not  enough  for  the  facrifice  to  be  killed  without  the 
camp,  but  the  blood  mufl  be  carried  into  the  holy  of  ho- 
lies;  all  was  not  done  till  that  was  done.  Indeed  when 
Chrifl  died,  the  facrifice  was  flain,  the  blood  was  flied ; 
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there  was  no  more  facrifice  to  fucceed,  all  was  finillTed 
in  that  refpecl: ;  but  yet  all  was  not  done  until  the  true 
vail  being  rent  as  well  as  the  typical :  the  blood  of 
Chrill  was  carried  into  the  holy  place  within  the  vail, 
that  is,  into  heaven.  Though  Chrift  did  not  perfonally 
afcend  to  heaven,  as  I  faid  in  the  explication,  till  above 
forty  days  after,  yet  he  immediately  acquired  a  right  to 
enter,  and  had  a  virtual  admiflion  ;  fo  that  his  entrance 
began  in  his  death;  and  when  he  afcended  into  hea- 
ven he  completed  and  perfected  that  in  his  own  perfon, 
in  the  true  holy  of  holies^  heaven  itfelf,  which  the  high- 
pried  did  typically  in  the  figurative  holy  of  holies^ 
which  was  of  old  under  the  law  in  the  earth ;  and  there 
hath  Chriil,  in  the  power  and  virtue  of  his  blood,  made 
atonement :  and  as  the  high-prieft  did  under  the  law, 
be  carried  in  with  him  all  the  names  of  ail  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael  on  his  breafl  ;  and  by  the  power  of  this  blood  of 
the  facrifice  made  a  full  atonement.     But  then, 

2.  Another  end  of  rending  the  vail  was,  not  only 
that  he  might  make  a  way  for  himfelf  as  our  Prieil,  in- 
to the  molt  holy  place,  but  that  he  might  make  a  way 
for  //i  in  him ;  that  we  might  enter  in  alfo,  and  have 
accefs  to  God  through  him ;  accefs  to  heaven  through 
him.  See  therefore  how  the  beUever  is  faid  to  follow  in 
after  Chrifl  into  the  holiefl  within  the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  19, 
CLo.  '  They  are  faid  to  flee  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  be- 
fore them,  ivhich  hope  we  habeas  an  anchor  of  the foidy  both 
fure  andfledfajl^  entering  into  that  within  the  vail^  whi- 
ther the  Forerunner  is  for  us  entered^  e^ven  Jefiis^  made 
an  High'prieft  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchifedec, 
Heb.  X.  19,  20.  We  have  holdnefs  to  e?iter  into  the  hoUeJl 
by  the  blood  of  J e fits ^  by  a  new  and  living  way,  which  he 
hath  con  fe  crated  for  us  through  the  vaiiy  that  is  to  fay,  his 
frfh.  Where  our  way  to  heaven,  or  to  the  holiefl,  is 
faid  to  be  through  the  blood  of  Chrill  ;  or,  which  is 
all  one,  through  his  flelli  offered  as  a*propitiatory  focri- 
fice  ;  by  which,  as  by  the  rent  vail,  we  have  boldnefs 
to  enter.  Now,  this  entrance  into  the  holiefl,  or  accefs 
to  God  that  w€  have  in  Chrifl,  is  two-fold,  either  in- 
choative here,  or  confummate  hereafter. 

(i,)  There  is  an  iuitial,  incho.ative^  or  begun  entrance 

that; 
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that  we  have  into  the  holiefl  in  time.  In  the  mofl  ho- 
ly place  was  the  golden  altar,  and  fymbols  of  God's- 
prefence  and  glorious  majelly,  and  accefs  thdreto  was 
typical  of  our  accefs  to  God  and  heaven  ;  which  accefs 
we  have  now  with  boldnefs  even  in  time,  through  the 
rent  vail  by  which  our  High -pried  hath  entered  into  the 
holy  place.  Heb.  iv.  14,  16.  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a 
great  H'lgh-prieji  that  is  paffed  into  the  heavens^  Jefus  the 
Son  of  Godj  let  us  therefore  coine  boldly  to  the  throne  of 
grace.  And  fo  it  is  inferred  from  this  fam.e  dodrine, 
Heb.  X.  22.  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in 
full  affurance  of  faith,  Sueji*  What  is  that  nearnefs  to 
God,  and  accefs  to  him,  that  a  man  hath  in  time,  when 
he  is  brought  within  the  vail  ?  Anfw,  In  a  word.  It 
lies  not  only  in  the  firft  application  of  grace,  and  change 
of  the  man's  flate,  when  in  Chrift  Jefus  he  that  was 
afar  off  is  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrill :  for,  when- 
ever the  virtue  of  that  blood  comes  upon  us  by  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  God  comes  near  to  us,  and  we  are 
brought  near  to  God  ;  but  there  is  ftill  m.ore  and  more 
nearnefs  enjoyed  by  his  people.  Exercifed  Chriilians 
are  able  to  give  a  diflincl  account  of  their  having  this 
nearnefs  at  fome  times,  and  of  their  want  of  it  at  other 
times.  He  may  be  fufpecled  indeed  for  an  hypocrite 
that  hath  no  changes,  Pfal.  Iv.  19.;  for  the  true  Chrifli- 
an's  fl^y  is  never  long  clcciv  and  without  clouds  :  change 
of  weather,  and  change  of  way,  is  ufually  found  by 
travellers  to  heaven.  Every  believer  indeed  hath  ftill 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwelling  in  him  ;  for,  if  any  mayi 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift^  he  is  none  of  his  :  but  there 
are  fome  ftngular  outpourings  of  the  Spirit  promifed 
and  beftowed,  and  well  known  by  all  believers,  and 
they  are  precious  enjoyments.  This  Spirit  the  world 
cannot  receive^  hccaufe  it  fees  him  not^  neither  knows  him^ 
fays  Chrift  ;  hut  you  know  him^  for  he  dzuells  with  you^ 
and  floall  be  in  you^  John  xiv.  17. — This  accefs  to  God 
within  the  vail,  is  fometimes  experienced  in  prayer ; 
yea,  moft  frequently  in  that  exercife  is  the  light  of 
God's  countenance  lifted  up,  and  the  foul  made  to  fay, 
/  love  the  Lord^  becaufe  he  haih  heard  the  voice  of  tny 
Jupplicailon.     Do  not  ye,   believers,   know  this,   that 

feme- 


ii8  T/??^  Re  N  T  V  A  I  L 

fometimes  you  have  been  fo  troubled  that  you  could 
not  fpeak  ?  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  4. ;  that  your  hearts  have  been 
fo  bound  and  flraitened,  that  you  could  do  nothing, 
and  fay  nothing  before  the  Lord,  but  fit  as  dumb  and 
opprelted,  all  dark  above,  all  dead  within,  and  all 
doors  fhut  upon  you  ?  You  durfl  not  negled:  prayer, 
and  yet  you  could  not  perform  it ;  but  behold,  you 
have  quickly  found  the  two -leaved  gates  caft  open  to 
you ;  your  hearts  enlarged,  and  mouths  wide  open- 
ed in  afking ;  the  windows  of  heaven  open,  and  the 
banks  of  the  river  of  life  broken  down,  and  the  flreams 
gulhing  in  upon  you,  like  that  in  Ifa.  xliv.  3.  /  will 
pour  water  upon  hm  that  is  thirjiy^  and  floods  upo7i  the 
dry  ground. — Alfo,  this  accefs  to  God  within  the  vail, 
is  fometimes  experienced  in  fweet  communion  and  Fel- 
lowfliip  with  God ;  Truly  our  fellowjhip  is  with  the  Fa- 
ther^ and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl,  This  communion 
with  God  is  a  myflery,  fweet  indeed  to  them  that  have 
it,  and  furpaffmg  all  the  delights  of  fenfe  and  reafon ; 
but  to  them  that  have  it  not,  it  is  incredible  and  unin- 
telligible :  a  flranger  intermeddles  not  with  this  joy. 
Ye  that  know  not  what  it  is,  although  the  word  be  full 
of  fuitable  and  favoury  expreffions  of  it,  yet  it  is  a  riddle 
and  dark  parable  to  you ;  it  is  only  tailing  of  it  that 
can  declare  its  tranfcendent  fweetnefs.  0  tajie  and  fee 
that  God  is  good  !  You  that  know  what  it  is,  though  you 
cannot  exprefs  it,  yet  you  can  relifh  and  underiland 
fome  found  words  about  it.  It  may  be,  you  feel  it 
fometimes  in  the  fecret  retirements  of  the  houfe,  fome- 
times in  the  fields,  or  under  a  bufh,  as  Nathanael  un- 
der the  fig-tree  ;  but  what  you  felt,  you  cannot  make 
the  world  underiland  :  only  when  the  Lord  direds  the 
minifler  to  fpeak  fomewhat  fuitably  to  it,  then  you  are 
ready  to  think,  O  it  is  jufl  like  the  thing  I  felt  at  fuch  a 
time  and  fuch  a  place  ;  that  which  the  minifiier  is  faying 
from  God's  word,  hath  a  fweet  found  of  that  which  I 
got  yonder,  when  none  in  all  the  world  heard  me  or 
faw  me  :  But  (Nathanael)  when  thou  waft  under  the  fig^ 
tree  I  faw  thee^  fays  Chrill :  I  heard  you  groning  to  me ; 
I  faw  you  wreftling  with  me  ;  I  put  your  tears  in  my 
bottle,  and  poured  in  my  comforts  into  your  foul.     O, 

know 
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know  you  what  it  is  to  be  brought  near  to  him,  and  to 
have  the  clouds  and  vails  that  are  on  your  hearts    or 
on  your  faces,  fcattered,  and  the  light  of  his  countenance 
lifted  up  upon  you  ?  Have  you  not  been  fometimes  on 
the  mount,  fo  as  to  think,  0  how  good  is  it  to  be  here  f 
Have  you  not  known  what  the  warm  and  healing  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  upon  you  are  ?  Have  you 
not  tailed  that  in  his  company  that  hath  made  all  the 
wells  of  worldly  comfort,  like  puddle  water,  loathfome 
and  unfavoury  to  you  ;  yea,  that  hath  made  you  grone 
in  this  tabernacle,  and  long  to  be  at  that  complete  and 
uninterrupted  communion  above,  whereof  all  you  taft- 
ed  on  earth  is  but  a  fmall  earnell  ? — However,  the  vail 
was  rent,  that  you  might  enter  within  the  vail  into  the 
holieft,  to  a  begun  heaven  even  in  time.     Grace  bein^ 
the  fame  fpecihcally  with  glory  ;  there  is  but  a  gradual 
difference  :    and  therefore  the  believer,  even  on  earth 
is  faid  to  be  come  to  mount  Zion^  the  city  of  the  living  God 
the  heavenly  Jerufalem^  to  the  innumerable  company  of  an- 
gels^   to  the  general  affemhly  and  church  of  the  firjt-born 
that  are  written  in  heaven^  to  God  the  judge  of  all^  and 
to  the  fpirits  of  jufl  men  made  perfed:^  Heb.  xii.  22    1%, 
Why,  when  does  the  believer  come  to  all  this  ?   Even 
when  he  comes  by  faith  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
covenant^  and  to  the  blood  offprinkUng^  then  he  is  come 
to  heaven  itfelf,  the  true  holy  of  holies  inchoatively,  or 
by  a  begun  entrance.     But, 

(2.)  There  is  a  coyfummative  entrance  into  the  hoUeJl^ 
that  the  believer  fliall  have,  as  a  fruit  of  the  rendinp-  of 
the  vail,  and  that  is  when  he  comes  to  the  heaven  above 
to  the  higher  houfe,  whither  the  Forerunner  is  for  us  en- 
tered^   having  rent  the  vail,    which  was  rent,  that  we 
might  have  accefs  to  God  in  glory  as  well  as  in  grace, 
and  then  the  believer  will  not  be  half  in,  as  it  were   but 
completely  within  the  vail ;  for  then  will  his  communion 
with  God  be  completed,  then  his  knowledge  of  God 
his  love  to  God,  his  delight  in  God,  his  vifion  of  God's 
glory,  his  conformity  to  God's  image,  will  all  be  com- 
plete ;  for  that  which  is  in  part  fh all  be  done  away^  and 
that  which  is  perfed  JJjall  come^  i  Cor.  xiii.  10.     O  what 
a  fweet  exchange  will  that  b*e,  when  faith  will  fay  to  vi- 
fion. 
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fion,  I  give  place  to  you  ;  when  hope  will  fay  to  fruiti- 
on, I  give  place  to  you ;  when  grace  will  fay  to  glory, 
I  give  place  to  you ;  when  partial  communion  will  fay 
to  perfedtion,  I  give  place  to  you ;  when  fhort  paffmg 
blinks  will  fay  to  uninterrupted  everlafting  joys,  I  give 
place  to  you  I  Little  wonder  then,  believers  long  to  be 
w^hoUy  within  the  vail ;  (but  I  infifl:  not  on  it)  for  then 
indeed  he  fully  enters  into  the  hohefl  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus. 

Thus  you  fee  the  two  great  ends  for  which  the  vail 
was  rent,  namely,  that  way  might  be  made  for  Chrifl's 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies,  and  fo  for  our  enter- 
ing in  alfo  through  him,  and  after  him.  But  I  come 
now  to 

V.  Thtftfth  thing,  viz,  the  Application,  Is  it  fo,  that 
Chrift  hath  by  his  death  rent  the  vail  that  interpofed  be- 
twixt God  and  us,  and  obllrufted  our  accefs  to  him  ? 
Then,  Jiii/i  for  information  :  hence  we  may  fee, 

I .  What  a  full  feajl  of  love  we  have  to  feed  upon  on 
'a  communion-day,  namely,  the  love  of  Chrift,  not  on- 
ly in  dying,  but  in  rending  the  vail,  that  he  might  en- 
ter into  the  holieft  for  us.  Th?.  apoftle  fays,  that  Chrijl 
loved  us  ;  and  how  does  he  prove  it  ?  Eph.  v.  2.  He  gave 
himfelf for  us^  an  offering  and  afacrifice  to  God  for  afiveet- 
fmelUng  favour  :  this  favoury  and  fweet-fmelling  facrifice, 
was  the  offering  of  inccnfe  ;  and  wdiere  was  the  incenfe 
offered  under  the  law  ?  why,  it  was  offered  within  the 
vail.  God  tells  Mofes,  that  Aaron  fhould  take  his 
handful  of  fweet  incenfe  beaten  fmall,  and  bring  it  v/itli- 
in  the  vail.  Lev.  xvi.  12.  Now,  Chrlft  having  given 
himfelf  an  offering  and  facrlfice  to  God  without  the 
camp  in  this  world,  he  rends  the  vail,  and  goes  to 
heaven,  and  offers  himfelf  as  incenfe  within  the  vail. 
Perhaps  you  have  fcen  and  thought  upon  the  love  of 
CiU'ifl,  in  his  dying  upon  the  crofs,  in  his  making  him- 
felf a  facrlfice  ;  but,  O  fee  his  love  alfo  in  his  incenfe 
within  the  vail.  We  feed  too  fparingly  upon  Chrift ; 
and  therefore  our  faith  is  weak :  w^e  eat,  for  the  moft 
part,  but  of  one  diili,  Chrifl,  as  the  pafchal  Lamb  fiain 
on  the  crofs,  but  we  fliould  leara  to  feed  upon  Chrifl  as 

a  Pricfl 
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a  Prieft:  gone  in  within  the  vail :  our  faith  iliould  no^ 
tarry  on  the  crofs,  but  we  iliould  carry  it  further,  even 
after  Chrill,  within  the  vail,  into  heaven  itfelf.  Our 
faith  fhould  flee  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  all  the  hope 
that  is  fet  before  us :  the  anchor  of  our  foul  will  not  be 
ib  fure  and  ftedfaft,  as  it  might  be,  except  it  enter  with- 
in the  vail,  Heb.  vi.  1 9.  As  the  apoille  fays  of  patience. 
Let  it  have  its  -perfect  luork^  fo  we  fay  of  faith,  let  it 
have  its  perfeft  work ;  let  us  follow  Chrifl  within  the 
vail,  and  view  him,  not  only  Ihedding  his  blood,  but 
entering  into  the  holy  of  holies  within  the  vail,  and 
fprinkling  his  blood  upon  the  mercy-feat  and  before  it. 
Lev.  xvi.  15.  The  priefts  under  the  law  fprinkled  the 
mercy-feat,  which  was  within  the  vail,  all  over,  and 
when  Chrifl:  went  to  heaven  within  the  vail,  he  did  that 
in  fubflance,  which  the  priefls  did  in  ceremony,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  full  atonement :  and  when  faith  is  aded 
upon  all  this,  then  the  believer  is  faid  to  be  come  to 
the  blood  of  fprinkling ;  and  we  a£l:  not  our  faith  far  e- 
nough,  when  we  a6l  it  no  further  than  the  death  of 
Chrill ;  for  the  atonement  was  not  adually  perfeded, 
though  it  was  made  fundamentally  on  the  crofs,  yet 
not  formally,  till  upon  the  rending  of  the  vail,  our 
High-Priefl  entered  into  the  holy  place,  and  fprinkled 
the  mercy-feat  with  his  blood ;  by  which  a6l  mercy  and 
juflice  are  adually  met,  and  kifs  each  other. 

2.  If  the  vail  of  the  temple  be  rent,  hence  we  may 
fee  the  glory  of  the  New-Tejlament  difpenfation^  beyond 
that  of  the  Old;  the  vail  of  the  covering  is  rent,  the 
darknefs  of  that  difpenfation  removed  by  the  death  of 
Chrifl,  and  Old-Teftament  myfteries  unvailed ;  fo  that 
now,  he  that  runs  m.ay  read  the  meaning  of  them. 
Now  we  fee  clearly,  that  the  mercy-feat  fignified  Chrifl, 
the  great  propitiation  ;  the  pot  of  manna  lignified  Chrifl, 
the  bread  of  life.  Now  we  all  with  open  face  beholding 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  in  a  glafs,  which  helps  the 
fight  as  the  vail  hindered  it ;  and  that  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent,  it  may  give  us  ground  further  to  ex- 
pert, that  the  vail  fliall  be  taken  away  from  the  hearts 
of  the  Jews  ;  for  even  to  this  day^  when  Mof^s  is  read, 
the  vail  is  upon  their  hearts  5    nevsrthelefs  when  it  Jljall 

Vol,  L  (^  turn 


1 22  The  Rent  Vail 

turn  to  the  LorJy  the  vail  (hall  he  taken  away^  i  Cor.  iii,  1 5, 
3.  If  by  the  death  of  Chrifl  the  vail  be  rent,  that  in- 
terpofed  betwixt  God  and  us,  hence  we  may  fee  what 
is  the  way  to  heavoi^  and  w^hat  accefs  we  have  this  way  ; 
why.  We  have  boldnefs  to  come  to  the  holieji  by  the  blood  of 
Jcfus^  by  that  new  and  living  way,  that  he  hath  confe^ 
crated  through  the  vail.  We  may  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  for  the  vail  is  rent ;  by  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  the  way  is  open.  How  fhall  the  unholiefl  of  fm- 
ners  venture  to  come  into  the  holiefl  of  all,  or  to  God's 
prefence?  Yea,  fays  the  Holy  Ghofl,  by  the  blood  of  Je- 
fus^  by  the  rent  vail.  There  are  many  miftakes  about 
the  way  to  the  holy  place  ;  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  to  think, 
that  many  who  have  heard  the  gofpel,  it  may  be,  ten, 
twenty,  thirty  years,  if  they  be  afked  of  the  way  to 
heaven,  they  will  fay,  why,  if  we  do  juflly,  live  honeft- 
ly  and  civily,  and  do  as  we  would  be  done  to,  we  Ihall 
furely  be  faved.  But  I  tell  you,  you  fnall  furely  be 
damned,  if  no' more  be  done.  O  fad,  that  after  all  the 
light  that  hath  {[lined  about  the  v/ay  of  falvation  by  the 
flain  Son  of  God,  that  civility  that  is  to  be  found  among 
heathens,  is  all  the  title  th?t  a  great  many  have  to  eter- 
nal life.  Others,  they  hcpt  to  get  to  heaven  by  a  bet- 
ter righteoufnefs,  but  it  is  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  ; 
they  fay  they  wdll  do  as  well  as  they  can  ;  they  mufl 
read,  and  pray,  and  hear,  and  the  like,  and  fo  they 
find  out  a  way  to  heaven  for  themfclves :  fome  cannot 
endure  to  hear  any  thing  fpoken  againfl  felf-righteouf- 
nefs,  as  if  no  perfon  were  in  danger  to  be  ruined  by  it ; 
whereas  this  is  a  great  part  of  the  ftrong  man's  armour, 
whereby  he  keeps  polTeflion  of  fouls.  I  tell  you.  Sirs, 
your  falfe  righteoufnefs,  is  fo  far  from  being  the  w^ay 
to  heaven,  that  true  holinefs  itfelf  is  but  the  bufmefs 
that  people  have  to  do  who  are  in  the  way  ;  there  will 
never  be  another  way  to  heaven  but  Chrifl :  holinefs  is 
the  walk,  Chrifl  is  the  w^ay  in  which  we  walk.  Col.  ii.  6. 
As  ye  have  received  Chriji  Jcfus  the  Lord^  fo  walk  ye  in  him, 
I  am  the  way,  720  ?nan  comes  to  the  father,  but  by  me.  This  is 
the  new  and  living  way,  confecrated  thro' the  vail.  The  vail 
of  the  temple  is  rent,  and  the  way  to  the  holiefl  lies  thro* 
the  rent  vail.     Every  perfon  thinks,   that  is  very  hard 

to 
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to  get  to  heaven,  and  that  it  will  coil  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and  pains,  and  ftruggling :  but,   fays  one,    here 
is  the  mifchief  of  it ;    people  do  not  know,  that  it  is 
hard  to  know  the  way  to  heaven,    and  that  flefh  and 
blood  cannot  reveal  it,  till  God  himfelf  fend  in  a  beam 
of  light  upon  the  heart,  and  give  the  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  who  is  the 
way,  having  by  his  death  rent  the  vail.     O  this  way  is 
little  known,  and  yet  we  alfure  you,   that  there  is  free 
accefs  for  you  all  this  way  ;  and  nothing  to  hinder  your 
accefs  to  God  and  heaven  this  way,  if  it  be  not  your 
own  ignorant  unbelieving  heart ;  nothing  to  hinder  your 
entering  into  the  holieft,  for  the  vail  is  rent,  the  law  is 
fulfilled,    juftice  is  fatisfied,    hoiinefs  vindicated,  fm  is 
expiated.     Will  you  go  to  heaven  this  way,  man,  wo- 
man ?  for  the  door  is  open  for  you,  the  vail  is  rent  for 
you  ;  to  you  is  the  word  of  this  favation  fent :  to  you,  man, 
woman,  young  or  old ;  whofoever  hears  me,  to  you  is 
the  way  to  the  holieft  made  patent :  and  tvhofoever  willy 
let  him  come  and  enter  in  ;  and  him  that  cometh  he  will  in 
no  zvife  cajl  out.     What  in  all  the  world' is  to  hinder  you 
from  coming  in  ?    The  law,    however  holy,  needs  not 
hinder  you,  here  is  a  righteoufnefs ;    juftice,    however 
awful,    needs  not  hinder  you,    here  is  a  fatisfadion ; 
your  fms,  however  great,  need  not  hinder  3^ou,  here  is 
a  facrifice  :  all  thefe  vails  are  rent,  what  fliould  hinder  ? 
Are  there  any  other  vails  to  be  rent  ?  O,  fay  you,  the 
vail  of  darknefs,  ignorance,  enmity,  and  unbelief  that 
is  upon  my  heart.     Well,  let  me  tell  you,    that  needs 
not  hinder  you  neither  to  come  to  Chrift,  and  employ 
him  to  rend  thefe  vails  on  your  part ;  that  is  but  little 
for  him  to  do,  who  could  rend  fuch  great  vails  as  were 
on  God's  part.  O  Sirs,  he  is  good  at  rending  vails ;  give 
him  work,  and  the  work  is  done.     Did  he  not  rend  a 
greater  vail,  when  he  fatisfied  infinite  juftice,  and  ftopt  up 
the  flood-gates  of  divine  wrath  ?    and  if  he  hath  done 
the  greater,  O  will  you  not  employ  him  to  do  the  lefs  ? 
Why,  fay  you,    if  I  knew  that  he  rent  that  great  vail 
for  me,  I  would  not  fear,  but  he  would  rend  the  lelTer : 
why,   man,  the  vail  was  rent  for  fmners,  and  why  not 
for  you  \  Chriji  came  to  fave  fmners.     But  fay  you,  all 
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fliall  not  be  faved  and  brought  within  the  vail,  and  per- 
haps not  1.  We  anlwer,  Some  fhall  be  faved,  and  why 
not  you  ?  wherefore  are  not  all  that  hear  this  gofpel  fav- 
ed, but  becaufe  they  will  not  give  employment  to  Chrift 
to  fave  them  ?  Through  unbelief  they  think  he  meant 
no  favour  towards  them,  when  he  rent  the  vail,  and  fo 
flaiid  aloft  from  him,  faying,  It  was  not  for  me  ;  but  I 
declare  in  his  name,  it  was  for  you,  man  ;  for  you, 
woman  ;  whoever  will  have  the  benefit  of  it.  The  gof- 
pe-  notifies  in  general,  that  the  vail  is  rent  for  you  all, 
io  far  as  that  God  calls  and  commands  you  all  to  come 
in  to  the  hoUell  by  this  way,  this  new  and  living  way 
confecrated  through  the  vail,  and  if  you  do  not,  you 
ill  all  be  damned  for  your  neglect  of  it.  But  as  for  your 
particvdar  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  your  actual  interefl  in 
the  benefit  of  this  rent  vail,  it  is  impofnbie  for  you  to 
have  it,  till  you  come  to  Chrift  and  fue  far  it :  there- 
fore, let  nothing  hinder  you  to  enter,  fince  the  vail  is 
rent,  and  the  vv^ay  patent :  you  have  nothing  to  do  your- 
felf,  for  you  cannot  rend  any  vail ;  all  that  you  have  to 
do,  is  to  confent  that  Chrift  Ihonld  rend  all  vails  betwixt 
God  and  you  ;  for  he  will  be  a  complete  Saviour  ;  he 
will  not  leave  a  rag  of  the  vail  for  you  to  rend,  but  with, 
his  own  hand  will  rend  all  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom.  O  fay,  Amen  ta  it,  that  he  may  get  all  the 
work,  and  all  the  praife. 

Ufe  fecond^  for  examination.  Try  what  interefl  you 
have  in  this  privilege  :  if  the  vail  be  actually  rent  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom,  with  refpe£l  to  you  ;  try  whe- 
ther or  not  you  have  gone  in  within  the  rent  vail  of  the 
temple,  to  the  /;o/y  of  holies.  The  vail  was  rent  funda- 
mentally, when  Chrift  gave  up  the  ghoft  ;  it  was  rent 
formally,  when  he  entered  into  the  holieft.  The  vail  is. 
rent  objcclively,  in  the  preaching  of  this  gofpel ;  and 
now  the  queftion  is,  if  the  vail  be  rent  fubjeclively,  and 
fo  as  you  have  the  aftual  faving  benefit  of  it  in  your 
ov/n  perfon.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  vail  is  rent  doc- 
trinally  for  you,  fo  as  you  have  liberty  to  go  into  the 
lioly  place,  but  whether  is  the  vail  rent  effedually  to 
you,  and  in  you,  fo  as  you  have  ftept  in  to  the  holieft 
by  the  rent  vail  ?  And^ 
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I.  If  you  be  a  believer  indeed,  in  whom  the  vail  is 
favingly  rent,  then  you  have  got  a  himibling  ftght  and 
fenfe  of  the  vail  that  interpofed  betwixt  God  and  you, 
and  have  feen  yourfelf  to  be  without  the  vail.  Did  you 
ever  fee  fuch  a  vail  of  wrath  on  God's  part,  and  fuch  a 
vail  of  guilt  on  your  part  ?  fuch  a  vail  of  a  broken  law 
incenfed  juilice,  and  injured  hohnefs  on  the  one  hand  * 
and  fuch  a  vail  of  fm,  darknefs,  unbelief,  and  enmity 
on  the  other  hand,  as  hath  made  you  to  defpair  that  e- 
vcr  the  vail  would  be  rent  by  you,  or  any  creature  in 
heaven  or  earth,  and  made  you  to  fee  yourfelf  loft  and 
undone,  crying  out,  Me?i  and  brethren^  what  jh all  I  do 
to  bcfaved  f  Did  you  never  fee  your  fad  ftate,  as  hav- 
ing a  black  vail  Handing  up  betwixt  God  and  you  ? 
The  exercife  of  perfons  about  religion  is  fufpicious,  if 
they  never  faw  the  vail.  Some  will  fay,  O  I  have  feen 
many  evils  about  me,  and  I  have  an  evil  heart,  and  an 
evil  frame  of  heart :  but  I  afk,  man,  did  you  never  fee 
yourfelf  to  be  in  an  evil  ftate,  in  a  ftate  of  diftance  from 
God ;  in  a  ftate  of  feparation  from  God,  by  reafon  of 
the  vail  that  was  betwixt  him  and  you  ?  The  effedual 
rending  of  the  vail  begins  here,  namely,  at  a  humbling 
fight  of  the  feparating  vail ;  the  man  fees  himfelf  with- 
out the  vail,  and  fo  within  the  flood  mark  of  God's 
wrath. 

2.  If  the  vail  be  effe^lually  rent  in  you,  then  you 
have  feen  the  glory  of  him  that  rent  the  vail,  and  the 
glory  of  God  through  the  rent  vail ;  fomething  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  Chrift.  The  apoftle  tells  us,  Heb.  x. 
19,  20.  That  Chrift' sfcjh^  that  is,  his  human  nature, 
is  the  vail  for  us  to  enter  by  to  the  holy  of  holies ;  that 
is,  heaven  or  God's  prefence,  God's  face  :  fo  that  in  his 
flefti,  or  human  nature  of  Chrift,  we  may  fee  the  very 
face,  the  very  brightnefs  of  the  glory  of  God  as  in  a 
mirrour.  .Now,  if  the  vail  be  rent  in  you,  and  the  face 
of  the  covering  removed,  then  you  have  feen  the  glory 
of  God  in  Chrift ;  you  have  feen  God's  law  fulfilled  by 
him,  God*s  juftice  fatisfied  in  him,  God's  holinefs  vin- 
dicated by  him,  and  fo  God's  righteoufnefs  declared  in 
the  way  of  faving  fmners  through  him,  as  the  propitia- 
tion in  blood..  Have  you  feen  his  glory  as  the  only  way 

to 


12(5  The  Rent  Vail 

to  heaven,  as  God*s  way  to  you,  and  your  way  to  God, 
as  the  Render  of  the  vail  on  God's  part  and  on  yours  ; 
the  glory  of  his  death  in  the  value  and  virtue  of  it ;  in 
the  value  of  it,  for  rending  of  the  vails  that  hindered 
God's  accefs  to  you  ;  and  in  the  virtue  of  it,  for  rending 
of  the  vail  within  you  that  hindered  your  accefs  to  God  ? 
Have  you  felt  fomething  of  this  virtue  in  rending  the 
vail  of  darknefs  and  ignorance  that  was  upon  your  under- 
ftanding,  and  Ihining  in  upon  you  with  the  light  of  life  ? 
The  eftedual  rending  of  the  vail  makes  a  man  fee  fome 
glory  that  is  within  the  vail ;  have  you  feen  God's  glo- 
ry then  through  the  rent  vail,  and  that  God's  glorious 
attributes  are  all  glorified  to  the  highelf  in  this  way  ? 

3.  If  the  vail  be  effeftually  rent,  then  you  have  caft 
the  anchor  of  your  hope  within  the  vail^  Heb.  vi.  18,  19. 
After  your  foul,  like  a  weary  veflel  toffed  upon  the 
waves  of  convidions,  fears,  terrors,  could  find  no  reff, 
God  hath  brought  you  at  lafl  into  this  haven  of  reft,  to 
caft  anchor  within  the  vail ;  you  have  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  hope fet  before  you;  which  hope  you  have  as  your  an- 
chor^ fure  andjle'dfaft^  entering  into  that  within  the  vail^ 
whither  the  forerunner  hath  entered.  Whither  have  you 
fled  for  refuge,  when  the  law  and  juftice  of  God  was 
purfuing  you  for  your  debt,  when  they  were  ready  to 
ccnciemn  you  to  hell  prifon  ?  was  you  then  made  to  flee 
for  refuge  to  the  Surety  that  God  fet  before  you,  for 
paying  of  your  debt,  and  to  fay,  Lord,  take  bail  of  thy 
own  Son  for  me  ?  I  dcfpair  of  ever  anfwering  fuch  a 
charge  as  juftice  and  the  law  hath  againft  me ;  but,  O 
look  for  a  difcharge  in  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of 
Jefus  ;  and  let  that  anfwer  the  charge.  When  Chrift  en- 
tered into  the  holieft  with  his  blood  within  the  vail,  he 
fprinkled  the  mercy-feat,  and  when  the  foul  takes  hold 
of  this  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  the  ground 
of  his  acquittance  from  the  charge  of  juftice,  then  he 
cajls  anchor  within  the  vail, 

4.  If  the  vail  be  eftedually  rent  for  you,  then  furely 
you  cannot  but  have  2i  fuperlative  love  for  that  glorious 
High-prieft,  who,  by  his  death,  rent  the  vail,  and  went 
into  the  holieft  for  you.  O  can  you  fay  with  Paul,  He 
loved  me  and  gave  himfelffor  me  f  Or^  can  you  fay  with 
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Peter,  Thou  that  knoweft  all  things^  knozveji  that  I  love 
iheef  Surely,  they  that  love  him  not,  know  nothing 
yet  favingly  about  the  rending  of  the  vail.  It  may  be, 
fome  love  him,  and  dare  not  fo  confidently  fay  it  as  Pe- 
ter did ;  but  if  you  can  fay  Amen  to  two  texts  of  fcrip- 
ture,  we  may  warrant  you  that  you  love  him  indeed. 
The  one  Is  a  fad  text,  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  J c- 
fus  Chri/i^  let  him  be  anathema  inaranatha^  i  Cor.  xvi. 
22.  The  true  lover  of  Chrift  can  fay.  Amen  ;  let  them 
be  even  curfed  that  do  not  love  him,  and  fhall  not  love 
him.  They  that  can  fay  Amen  to  that  now,  they  fliall 
fit  at  Chrifl's  right  hand  at  the  great  day,  and  fay  Amen 
to  the  fentence  of  the  great  Judge,  Depart  from  me^  ys 
curfed.  The  other  is  a  fweet  text.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  fain  to  receive  poicer^  and  riches^  aiid  tvifdom^  and 
Jlrength^  and  honour^  and  glory ^  and  bl effing^  Rev.  v.  12. 
The  true  lover  of  Chrift  can  fay.  Amen  ;  worthy,  wor- 
thy, worthy  is  the  Lamb  to  receive  all  praifes,  of  all  the 
redeemed,  to  all  eternity.  They  that  can  fet  the  Amen 
of  faith  to  this  now,  they  have  begun  to  join  with  the 
triumphant  company  already  within  the  vail ;  and  they 
fhall  join  with  them  for  ever  hereafter,  faying,  Salvati- 
on to  our  God  that  fits  upon  the  throne^  and  to  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever.  Indeed,  if  you  love  Chrift  at  all,  vcu 
love  him  with  a  fuperlative  love ;  above  huftoand,  wife, 
children,  lands,  houfes,  goods,  and  worldly  comforts. 
You  do  not  love  him  at  all,  if  you  do  not  love  him  a- 
bove  all ;  and  if  you  love  him  at  all,  the  vail  is  rent, 
and  you  have  got  into  the  holieft  in  part;  and  if  you 
will  have  patience,  yet  a  little  while  and  you  fliall  p-et 
in  fully.  It  is  impofhble  that  a  man  that  truly  loves 
Chrift.  fliould  ever  go  to  hell. 

5.  If  the  vail  be  eftedually  rent,  then  all  the  vails 
on  your  part  that  continue  to  feparate  betwixt  God  and 
you,  are  matter  oi  fad  regret  to  you;  the  vail  of  in- 
dwelling-fm  and  corruption,  the  vail  of  darknefs  and 
ignorance,  the  vail  of  remaining  enm.ity,  the  vail  of 
unbelief,  thefe  vails  are  all  whole  and  Intire  in  the  un- 
regenerate  ;  and  though  in  believers  thefe  vails  be  rent, 
yet  they  are  not  removed  ;  regenerating  grace  hath  gi- 
ven them  a  rent  that  ihall  never  be  fliewed  up  or  healed 
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again ;  but  yet,  alas !  they  are  remaining  vails  within 
the  believer,  while  here ;  though  they  be  rent,  yet  they 
hang  there,  and  many  times  ladly  feparate  betwixt  God 
and  him ;  and  hence  he  cries,  0  wretched  man  that  I 
am!  who  jh  all  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  O 
to  be  above  corruption  !  O  to  be  within  the  vail !  that 
I  may  fee  him  as  he  is,  and  be  like  unto  him,  0 1  when 
fliall  all  vails  be  removed  ?  when  fhall  the  day  breaks 
and  the  fhadows  fly  a%vay  f  O!  when  fliall  the  curtain 
be  taken  down  ?  Chrifl  flands  behind  the  curtain,  and 
does  not  manifeil:  himfelf.  Hath  he  been  a  vailed  Chrifl 
at  this  communion  ?  Then  I  am  fure,  believer,  your 
heart  will  be  faying,  O  that  the  curtain  were  drawn ! 
O  that  the  vail  were,  rent  into  ten  thoufand  pieces ! 

6.  If  the  vail  be  efFedually  rent,  then  your  heart  will 
be  effedually  rent  alfo  ;  when  the  vail  is  rerit,  the  heart 
is  rent :  and  there  is  fomething  it  is  rent  for,  and  fome- 
thing  it  is  rent  from. 

(i.)  Something  it  is  rent/^r;  it  is  rent  for  fm.  In- 
deed the  fight  of  the  rent  vail,  or  of  God  reconciled 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  will  rend  the  heart  for  fin  more 
than  all  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  or  flames  of  hell ; 
^hey  Jlfall  look  on  him  whom  they  have  pierced.,  and  mourn. 
When  a  man  reads  his  fins,  as  they  are  written  upon 
the  crofs  of  Chrifl,  with  the  red  ink  of  his  fm-pardoning 
blood,  O  then  he  reads  them  over  with  tears  of  joy,  and 
his  heart  is  kindly  rent  for  fm;  then  he  cries.  Behold  1 

am  vile, When  the  vail  is  rent,  the  heart  is  rent,  not 

only  tor  his  own  fins,  but  lox  the  fins  of  others ;  Rivers 
of  tears  run  dozun  mine  eyes,  hecaufe  oj  the  wicked  that 
break  thy  law.  I  beheld  trarfarejfors^  and  was  grieved. 
They  that  can  fee  God  dilhonoured,  and  hear  men  curfe 
and  fwear,  and  blafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  and 
yet  never  be  troubled  about  it,  furely  the  vail  remains 
upon  their  heart,  otherwife  their  hearts  would  rend  for 
the  fins  of  others,  and  of  the  generation  :  Set  a  mark 
upon  the  foreheads  of  them  that  figh  and  cry^  for  all  the  aho- 

Jiiinations  that  are  done  in  the  midft  thereof. Ap-ain, 

when  the  vail  is  rent,  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  Lord's 
anger  and  abfence:  nothing  fears  them  more  than  the 
J-ord's  anger  3    0  rebuke  me  ?wt  in  thy  wrath,  neither 
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chajlen  me  in  thy  hot  difpleafiire.  Nothing  afFeds  them 
more  than  the  Lord's  abfence ;  for  thefe  things  they 
weep :  Mine  eyes,  mine  eyes  run  down  with  waters^ 
becaufe  the  Comforter  that  Jhould  relieve  my  foul  is  far 
from  me,  O  the  little  lamentation  after  an  abfent  God, 
an  angry  God  at  his  day] — -Again,  when  the  vail  is 
rent^  the  heart  is  rent  for  the  calamities  of  the  church, 
Jer.  ix.  1 .  0  that  my  head  were  waters^  and  mine  eyes  a 
fountain  of  tears  ^  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the 
Jlain  of  the  daughters  of  my  people.  The  miferies  of  the 
church,  and  the  fms  that  bring  them  on,  are  heart- 
rending things  to  the  people  of  God ;  and  particularly, 
their  hearts  are  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  church ;  For 
the  divifions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  thoughts  of  heart. 
For  my  own  part,  I  ambut  a  perfon  of  little  experience 
in  the  world,  and  therefore  I  defire  to  be  modeft  at  this 
jundure,  about  the  prefent  rent  among  us  "^.  It  is  plain 
enough  that  the  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  us^  and 
rent  us  in  twain,  like  the  vail  of  the  temple^  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom,  God  is  angry  becaufe  we  have  fmned. 
Surely,  if  we  had  been  more  valiant  for  the  truth,  and 
zealous  for  a  covenanted  work  of  reformation,  when 
we  had  fair  opportunities  for  it,  our  rent  had  not  come 
to  fuch  a  height.  But  yet,  though  I  cannot  juftify  the 
ignorant  zeal  of  many  profelTors,  whofe  hearts  are  rent 
from  miniilers,  and  they  know  not  for  what ;  they  can 
give  no  reafonable  account  of  their  feparating-courfes  ; 
yet,  I  hope,  there  is  a  ferious  remnant,  whofe  hearts 
are  duly  rent  for  the  rents  of  the  church,  and  the  fm- 
ful  caufes  thereof:  and,  I  hope,  the  Lord  will  help  fuch 
to  be  regular  in  the  way  of  their  diffenting,  from  what- 
ever they  reckon,  upon  folid  grounds,  to  be  the  defec- 
tion of  the  day  they  live  in.  But  that  I  may  not  digrefs 
too  far,  I  am  telling  you,  that  if  the  vail  be  effe dually 
rent  with  you,  then  there  are  fome  things  your  heart  is 
rent  for,  namely,  for  your  own  fms,  the  fms  of  others, 

*  About  this  time  the  fecond  form  of  the  Ahjnration  Oath  wns 
impofed,  which  occaiioned  different  fentiments  both  among  mi- 
niHef;  and  people:  and  the  matter  was  carried  fo  high  by  fome, 
as  almoft  to  make  it  a  term  of  communion.  It  Is  probably  this  that 
the  author  hath  in  his  eye. 
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the  fins  of  the  hind,  the  fins  of  the  church,  the  calami- 
ties of  the  church,  the  rents  of  the  church.  The  Lord's 
anc^er  with  her,  and  abfence  from  her,  may  indeed 
make  you  weep  when  you  remember  Zion,  and  hang 
your  harps  upon  the  willow  trees,  while  we  are  gone  fo 
far  into  captivity,  and  the  glory  is  fo  far  departed.  In  a 
word,  if  the  vail  he  rent  with  you^  your  heart  will  be  rent 
habitually  for  all  thefe  things,  as  alfo  for  all  your  heart 
plagues.  Your  heart  will  be  fo  rent  for  your  atheifm, 
ignorance,  enmity,  carnality,  hypocrify,  roving,  wan- 
derings, worldlinefs,  and  fuch  like,  that  you  will  be 
ready  to  fay  as  Rebecca  faid  to  Ifaac,  in  another  cafe,  / 
a?n  iveary  of  my  life^  becaufe  of  the  daughters  of  Heth, 

(2.)  If  the  vail  he  effedually  rent^  then,  as  there  are  fome 
things  your  heart  will  be  rent/cr,  fo  there  are  fome  things 
your  hearts  will  be  rent  from.  Why,  your  hearts  will  be  rent 
{xoTCifin  as  well  as  rent  for  fm  ;  your  heart  will  fay  with  E- 
phraim.  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  f  what  have  I 
to  do  any  more  with  lulls  ?  All  that  exped  to  get  in  to  the 
holy  of  holies  in  the  heavenly  temple,  are  ftudents  of  holi- 
nefs  and  purity  :  He  that  hath  this  hope  piirifieth  himfelf  e- 
ven  as  he  is  pure,  Chrift  having  rent  the  vail,  entered  into 
the  holieft  with  blood ;  and  believers  are  daily  befprink- 
ling  themfelves  with  that  blood,  that  fo  they  may  enter 
in  all  fprinkled  over  with  that  blood  alfo.  Believers  want 
not  Jm,  and  it  cleaves  to  them  here  ;  but  they  are  fo  far 
from  cleaving  to  it,  that  it  is  the  defire  of  their  foul  to 
be  rent  from  it,  and  therefore  their  daily  fms  oblige  them 

to  make  daily  application  to  the  blood  of  fprinkUng, 

Again,  if  the  vail  he  effedually  rent^  then  your  heart 
will  be  rent  from  the  world,  O  but  this  globe  of  earth, 
and  all  the  glory  of  it,  looks  but  like  a  filthy  mote,  a 
piece  of  dung,  to  the  man  who  hath  got  his  heart  with- 
in the  vail.  The  ?lorv  of  God  in  Chrift  darkens  all  creat- 
ed  glory.  What  cares  he  for  worldly  pleafures,  who  hath 
Chrift  for  his  delight  ?  What  cares  he  for  worldly  pro- 
fits, who  hath  Chrift  for  his  gain  ?  What  cares  he  for 
worldly  honour,  who  hath  Chrift  for  his  crown  of  glo- 
ry ?  What  cares  he  for  the  world* s  all^  who  hath  Chrift 

tor  his  all  in  allf  His  heart  is  rent  from  the  zuorld, 

Again,  when  the  vail  is  rent,  the  man's  heart  is  rent 

from 
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from  the  law :  He  that  is  married  to  Chriji^  is  divorceh 
from  the  law^  Rom.  vii.  4.  The  law,  as  a  covenant  of 
works ^  the  believer  hath  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  does 
not  owe  it  a  cup  of  cold  water^  as  one  fays  ;  for  Chrifl 
hath  perfectly  fulfilled  the  condiuon  of  the  covenant  of 
works  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  law  challenge  him,  he  fends 
it  to  Chrift  for  a  perfect  obedience  ;  if  the  penalty  chal- 
lenge him,  he  fends  it  to  Chrift  for  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion.  He  defires,  with  Paul,  to  be  found  in  Chriji^  and 
would  not  be  found  in  his  own  righteoufnefs  for  ten 
thoufand  worlds :  he  fees  fo  much  unholinefs  in  his 
own  holinefs ;  fo  much  unrighteoufnefs  in  his  own  righte- 
oufnefs ;  fo  much  carnality,  in  all  his  fpirituality  ;  fo 
much  earthlinefs,  in  all  his  heavenlinefs ;  fo  much  fm 
in  all  his  duties ;  that  he  is  fure  God  may  damn  him 
for  his  beft  duties  as  well  as  his  worft  fms :  and  there- 
fore he  hath  no  expectation  from  the  law,  but  is  rent 
from  it,  and  joined  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  faying,  In  thi 

Lord  only  have  I  righteoufnefs  andflrength In  a  v/ord, 

when  the  vail  is  effedually  rent^  the  man  is  rent  from 
Self:  it  is  very  hard  indeed  to  rend  a  man  from  him- 
felf ;  felf  infmuates  itfelf  into  all  our  praying,  preaching, 
and  communicating.  However,  the  power  of  felf  is 
broken  in  all  true  believers.  Inftead  of  felf-eftimatioii 
he  is  brought  to  that.  Behold^  I  am  vile  ;  he  hath  never 
a  good  word  to  fpeak  of  himfelf,  not  a  good  thought  to 
think  of  himfelf;  but  every  time  he  prays,  every  time 
he  communicates,  he  cries  out.  Behold,  I  am  vile,  In- 
ftead of  felf-juftification,  he  is  brought  to  that,  /  will 
lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth  ;  I  will  not  anfwer,  I  cannot 
juftify  myfelf,  but  muft  condemn  myfelf,  and  juftify  the 
Lord.  Inftead  of  felf-love,  he  is  brought  to  that,  /  ab- 
hor myfelf  and  repent  in  dufl  and  ajhes :  Self-lothing  and 
abhorrence  takes  place.  Inftead  of  felf-will,  he  is  brought 
to  that.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  f  Inftead  of 
felf-eafe  and  carnal  fecurity,  he  is  brought  to  that,  0 
whatfhall  I  do  to  befavedf  And  after  the  firft  exercife 
about  falvation  hath  landed  in  converfion,  he  is  always 
exercifmg  himfelf  to  godlinefs,  and  giving  employnient 
to  Chrift  to  carry  on  and  complete  his  falvation,  and 
reftlefs  tiif  falvation  be  compleated.     Inftead  of  felf-ful- 

R  2  nefs 
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nefs  and  fufficiency,  he  is  brought  to  that.  In  me^  that 
/J..  ..'t  my  j.ejh.  duuelleth  no  good  thing  :  he  fees  himfelf 
empty  of  all  good,  and  filled  with  all  evil.  Inflead  of 
felt-confidence  and  hope,  he  is  brought  to  that,  M^e 
had  the  fentence  of  deoAh  in  ourfelves  that  we  Jhould  not 
trujl  tn  ourfelves  J  but  nj  God^  which  raifed  the  dead.  They 
are  brought  to  defpair  in  themfelves.  And  inflead  of 
fjlf-righteoufnefs,  of  which  before,  they  are  brought 

to  that.  All  our  righteoufneffes  are  as  filthy  rags. 

Thus,  in  fo  far  as  they  {hare  of  the  faving  benefit  of  the 
rent  vail,  fo  far  are  they  rent  from  felf :  and  thus,  by 
thefe  things  you  may  examine  yourfelves,  what  intereft 
you  have  in  this  privilege  of  Chriil's  rending-  of  the  vail 
betwixt  God  and  you. 

Ufe  third.  For  terror  to  unbelievers,  who,  though 
they  hear  that  the  vail  is  rent^  and  fo  a  free  accefs  to 
the  holy  of  holies  proclaimed,  yet  they  are  not  at  all  con- 
cerned about  entering  in  by  this  rent  vail.  The  door  of 
heaven  is  open  to  you,  but  you  will  not  come  in ;  the 
vail  of  the  temple  is  rent,  but  you  will  not  enter.  O 
wretched  creature,  how  can  you  anfwer  that  challenge, 
John  V.  40.  Ton  will  not  come  to  me,  that  you  might  have 
life  f  You  have  no  grace,  no  holinefs,  no  repentance, 
no  good  thing ;  but,  fays  Chrifl,  you  will  not  come  to 
me  that  you  might  have  grace,  you  will  not  come  to  me 
that  you  might  have  holinefs,  you  will  not  come  to  me 
that  you  might  have  repentance,  you  will  not  come  to 
me  that  you  might  have  all  good  things  that  you  need. 
The  vail  is  rent,  the  door  is  open,  but  you  will  not 
come  in.  O  /  what  will  you  do  in  the  day  ofvifuation  f 
What  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail  fhall 
rend  your  foul  and  body  in  twain,  and  fay,  O  flighter 
of  the  Son  of  God,  come  and  give  account  of  what  ufe 
you  have  made  of  the  fabbaths,  fermons,  and  communis 
on-feafons  that  you  enjoyed?  Perhaps  you  are  little  think- 
ing on  death,  but  what  know  you  but  God  will  fay  to 
you,  l~hou  faoly  this  nighty  thy  joul  fhall  he  required  of 
thee?  I  defy  all  the  minifters  on  earth  to  allure  you  that 
you  fhall  live  to  get  another  offer  of  Chrifl  to-morrow. 
Many  here  will  not  come  again  to-morrow  ;  and  many 
here  may  never  have  another  venture  for  heaven.     O  ! 

what 
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what  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail  that  you 
might  have  accefs  to  God,  will  rend  thefe  heavens,  and 
come  down  to  judgment  ?  Behold ^  he  cometh  -with  clouds, 
and  every  eye  Jhall  fee  him  !  With  what  countenance  will 
you  look  him  in  the  face  in  judgment,  when  you  did 
not  care  for  a  fight  of  his  face  in  mercy  through  the 
Kent  vailf  O  what  a  dreadful  voice  will  that  be  to  you, 
when  he  will  fay.  Rife  ye  dead^  and  come  to  judgment ! 
Rife  ye  undervaluers  of  the  gofpel,  and  give  an  account 
of  yourfelves  1  Do  you  know,  that  while  you  are  neglec- 
ting the  gofpel,  and  flighting  the  Son  of  God,  you  are 
faying  with  the  Jews,  His  blood  be  upon  us^  and  upon  our 
children  f  The  guilt  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  upon  you, 
and  upon  the  generation  after  you,  that  follow  your  ex- 
ample ;  and,  O !  how  terrible  will  it  be,  when  he  comes 
to  make  inquifition  for  blood,  for  the  blood  of  God 
which  you  trampled  under  foot !  O  !  how  will  you  then 
wifh  to  be  rent  and  grinded  in  pieces,  when  you  Ihall 
find  all  the  curfes  of  the  Bible  lighting  upon  you  !  O 
what  will  you  do,  when  he  that  rent  the  vail,  ihall  o- 
penly  rend  you  from  the  company  of  God,  faints,  and 
angels,  and  fet  you  with  the  goats  on  his  left-hand ! 
"When  you  fliall  fee  fome  of  your  acquaintances  that 
are  here,  (landing  on  his  right-hand,  how  will  you  then 
think  with  yourfelf,  O  what  hindered  me,  that  I  did 
not  confent  to  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  they  ?  You  now 
join  with  them  in  the  fame  congregation,  but  your 
hearts  are  disjoined  from  them  ;  you  feparate  from  them 
in  your  choice,  your  affections,  your  difpofition,  and 
converfation  ;  but  ere  long,  there  fliall  be  another  kind 
of  feparation  ;  you  that  will  not  come  in  among  them 
through  the  rent  vail  now,  there  fliall  be  a  vail  hung  up 
betwixt  you  and  them,  that  fliall  never  be  rent ;  yea,  a 
vail  betwixt  you  and  the  glory  of  God ;  for  you  fimll  he- 
punifhed  with  ev^rlafling  deftruBion,  from  the  -pre fence  ^f 
the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  pozver  :  he  that  rent 
the  vail  to  pieces,  will  eternally  tear  you  to  pieces,  when 
there  fliall  be  none  to  deliver.  Now,  the  vail  is  rent  be- 
twixt God  and  you,  fo  as  you  may  come  to  God's  pre- 
fence  with  boldnefs,  through  the  new  and  living  way 
that  is  confecrated  through  the  vail  ^  and  you  fliall  have 

God, 
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God,  and  Chrifl,  and  faints,  and  angels,  all  welcoming 
you  ;  for,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  ^  Come  ;  and  *who- 
foe'ver  ii'ili,  let  him  come^  for  the  vail  is  rent ;  but  if  once 
you  go  down  by  the  fides  of  bottomlefs  Tophet,  the 
vail  that  then  fhall  be  placed  betwixt  God  and  you,  will 
never,  never,  never  be  rent,  fo  long  as  eternity  lafls. 
You  will  never  hear  again  fuch  a  fweet  word  ;  and,  O 
vwhat  would  you  then  give  for  fuch  a  word  as  that,  Be- 
hold, the  vail  is  rent,  that  you  may  come  to  God's 
favour  and  fellowfhip  ?  but  no  fuch  news  (hall  be  heard 
in  hell :  now,  only  now,  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is 
jhe  day  of  faivation ;  to-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  hearts  ;  but  think  of  coming  into  the 
holy  of  holies,  while  you  hear  that  the  vail  is  rent,  and 
nothing  to  hinder  you. 

Ufe  fourth^  for  conflation  to  believers,  to  v/hom  the 
vail  is  lb  effedun^lly  rent  in  twain,  that  from  the  marks- 
given,  they  may  conclude,  they  have  made  fome  en- 
trance within  the  vail,  by  coming  to  a  God  in  Chrifl, 
and  cailing  their  anchor  within  the  vail.  I  have  a  word 
of  comfort  to  fay  to  you,  though  perhaps  your  are  dill 
complaining  of  many  vails  that  feparate  betwixt  God 
and  you ;  yet  a  little  while,  and  you  fhall  have  a 
triumphant  entrance  miniflered  unto  you,  into  the  holy 
of  holies  above,  whither  the  Forerunner  hath  for  you 
entered  ;  for,  behold,  the  vail  of  the  temple  was  rent  in 
tzvain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom ;  therefore  you  fhall 
come  into  Zion  wlih  fongs,  and  everlafling  joy  upon  your 
heads  ;  you  fhall  obtain  joy  and  ^Jadnefs,  and  forrow  and 
fighingf mil  flee  azvay,  and  then  all  vails  fhall  be  rent 
and  removed  for  ever.  I  will  tell  you,  for  your  com- 
fort, of  a  few  vails  that  then  fhall  be  rent ;  for  the  rend- 
ing of  the  vail  of  the  temple,  promifes  the  rending  of 
ail  vails  in  a  fhort  while. 

I.  Then,  the  vail  o{  ftn  and  corruption  fhall  be  rent 
in  twain  ;  all  the  rents,  all  the  flrokes  that  fin  gets  by 
the  word,  the  rod,  the  Spirit,  never  rends  a  body  of 
death  from  you  ;  but  ftill  you  are  groning  under  a  fenfe 
of  indwelling-hn,  that  feparates  betwixt  God  and  you  :• 
burthen,  O  then,  behever,  this  vail  fhall  be  rent  in 
twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  from  the  bot- 
tom 
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Tom  to  the  top  ;  both  root  and  branch  fliall  be  rent  and 
removed  ;  for,  When  he  jhall  appear^  you  Jloall  be  like 
him :  your  conformity  to  him  Ihall  be  complete ;  von 
muft  go  to  heaven  dragging  a  body  of  death  after  you ; 
but  whenever  you  come  to  the  port  of  glory,  there  will 
be  a  joyful  parting  ;  for  you  Ihall  take  an  everlaftinp- 
farewel  of  all  your  lulls  and  corruptions ;  then  you  will 
fay,  Farewel  with  all  our  hearts ;  and  glory  to  God 
'  that  we  fhall  never  meet  again.  Bleffed  be  God,  ^ve 
ihall  never  fee  your  face  again. 

2.  Then  fhall  the  vail  of  darknefs  and  dijiance  be  rent 
in  twain  ;  for  then  darknefs  will  give  way  to  light,  glo- 
rious light;    and  diftance  will  give  way  to  prefence 
glorious  and  everlafting  prefence.    Now  you  fay,  I  can- 
not fee  him,  he  is  far  away  ;  but,  fays  Chrift,  Father ,  I 
will  that  thefe  wham  thou  hafl  given  me^  he  vjith  me  where 
I  am  J  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  :  to  be  with  me  where 
I  am  ;  there  is  diitance  removed  ;    to  behold  my  glory ^ 
there  is  darknefs  removed.    Darknefs  and  diflance  now 
create  doubts  and  fears  ;  but  doubts  and  fears  will  then, 
take  wings  and  flee  away,  never  to  return  ap-ain  j  for 
The  face  of  the  covering  fhall  he  entirely  removed^    Ifa, 
XXV.  7,  8. 

3.  Then  fliall  the  vail  of  ordinances  be  rent  in  twain : 
any  view  we  have  of  God's  glory  now,  is  mediate 
through  the  intervention  of  means  and  ordinances  ;  any 
glimpfe  we  get  of  his  beauty  is  through  the  dim.b  glafs 
of  duties  and  ordinances  ;  for,  "Nozv  we  fee  throuo-h  a 
glafs  darkly^  fays  the  apoflle  ;  but  the  time  comes  whea 
the  glafs  fliall  be  broken,  and  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is, 
in  an  immediate  manner  ;  Rev.  xxi.  22.  If  aw  no  temple 
there  ;  for  the  Lord  God  almighty^  and  the  hamh^  ars 
the  temple  of  it.  And  then  fliall  the  faints  be  able  to  fay, 
the  half  of  his  glory  hath  not  been  told,  when  they  fliall 
fee  him  face  to  face,  and  not  his  back  parts,  or  the 
fl<:irts  of  his  garments  only. 

4.  The  vail  oifcajity  enjoyments  will  be  rent  in  twain ; 
the  vail  of  pafling  blinks  and  interrupted  views.  The 
life  of  the  faint  here,  is  mofl:ly  a  life  of  dehre  ;  he  can 
never  get  his  defire  fully  fatisfied  ;  and  when  you  get 
any  defirable  meeting  with  the  Lord,  why,  it  is  but  a  ' 

blink 
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blink  and  away  ;  your  defires  are  but  increafed  there- 
by, and  your  melancholy  wants  remain  unfupplied : 
but  within  the  vail  all  defires  (hall  be  fatisfied,  all  wants 
fliall  be  fupplied  ;  for.  In  bis  prefence  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy^  and  at  his  right-hand  rivers  of  pleafure  for  evermore* 
No  clouds,  no  night,  no  difertion  there ;  no  fuch  com- 
plaint as  this,  0  why  hideji  thou  thy  face  ?  The  bed 
communion  and  enjoyment  here  admits  of  interruption ; 
but  that  which  is  above,  is  uninterrupted ;  no  tempt- 
ing devil,  no  deceitful  heart,  no  difmal  cloud  to  dar- 
ken their  day,  or  interrupt  their  vifion  and  fruition  of 
God.  Chrift  is  here  only  pafTmg  by  us,  and  as  a  way- 
faring man,  that  tarries  only  for  a  night ;  yea,  hardly 
for  a  night :  no  fooner  does  he  enter,  but  he  is  away  j 
no  fooner  does  the  heart  begin  to  open  to  him  fome- 
time,  than,  alas !  he  is  gone.  Song  v.  6.  /  opened  to 
my  Beloved,  but  he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  and  was  ^one: 
but  then  their  enjoyment  fliall  be  full,  and  everlafting, 
and  uninterrupted ;  for.  So  Jhall  they  ever  be  with  the 
Lord,  Partial  enjoyments  will  give  way  to  eternally 
full  enjoyments ;  For  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come^ 
that  which  is  in  part  fl:) all  he  do7ie  away, 

5.  The  vail  of  church-dif orders  and  confufion  fliall  be 
rent  in  twain.  Many  times  you  have  reafon  to  figh  and 
complain,  that  matters  are  all  out  of  order  in  the  church ; 
the  vail  of  confufion  and  diforder  is  upon  it,  and  the 
glory  departed  ;  nothing  but  clouds  in  our  flvy.  Indeed 
we  would  gladly  expert  the  rending  of  thefe  vails  that 
are  upon  the  church,  even  in  time,  and  even  with  re- 
fped  to  the  church  of  Scotland.  It  is  with  the  church, 
as  it  is  with  particular  believers,  the  Lord  ufually  brings 
them  to  an  extremity,  before  he  give  them  a  deliverance : 
the  darkeft  night  may  uflier  in  the  cleared  day  ;  to  them 
that  fear  his  name  the  Sim  of  righteoifnefs  JJoall  arife. 
Whatever  dark  eclipfes  the  fun  may  be  under  at  prefent, 
do  not  fay  the  fun  is  gone  out  of  the  firmament,  becaufe 
it  is  a  cloudy  day ;  the  clouds  may  grow  thicker  and 
thicker  yet ;  yea,  there  may  not  only  be  dark  clouds, 
but  rain,  and  perhaps  a  terrible  fliower  of  wrath  is 
coming  ;  many  things  look  like  it :  but  though  there 
fliould  be  both  clouds  and  rain,  fay  not  the  fun  is  gone, 

and 
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and  will  never  return  and  fliine  again  ;  he  that  rent  the 
vail,  will  rend  the  clouds  in  his  own  time.  Yea,  the 
rending  of  the  vail  of  the  temple  did  foretel  good  to  the 
church.  It  fays,  that  he  will  rear  up  a  more  glorious 
temple,  fuch  as  is  promifed,  Ifa.  liv.  ii,  12.  O  thou 
nffiiBedy  tojfed  vjith  tefnpejlsj  and  not  comforted!  behold^ 
I  will  lay  thy  flones  with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy  foun- 
dations zvith  fapphires  ;  and  I  will  make  thy  windows  of 
agates  t  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles ,  and  all  thy  borders  of 
fleafant  flones.  Why,  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? 
See  it  in-  ver.  13.  All  thy  children  fhall  he  taught  of  the 
Lord^  and  great  fhall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children.  You 
fee  it  is  a  time  of  great  darknefs  in  the  church,  fo  it  is 
indeed ;  but  here  is  a  promife  of  light  that  jfhall  arife^ 
All  thy  children  f) all  he  taught  of  the  Lord.  Is  it  a  time 
of  great  divifion  and  contention  ?  fo  it  is ;  but  here  i^ 
a  promife  of  great  peace,  Great  fhall  be  the  peace  of  thy 
children.  We  hope  there  will  be  a  more  full  aecom- 
plifliment  of  this  in  the  church,  even  in  time  ;  but  when 
will  all  this  come  to  pafs  ?  why,  we  may  come  to  be 
tried  with  another  kind  of  temped  before  it  come  to 
pafs  ;  for,  fee  how  the  promife  is  uihered  in,  0  thou 
afflitled^  toffed  with  tempefts^  and  not  comforted ;  then 
follows  the  promife  of  a  pleafant  iffue.  But  withal  ne- 
ver expe£i:  a  perfe<5l  church  upon  earth  \  we  hope  it  will 
be  more  pure,  but  it  never  will  be  perfedl,  till  that 
which  is  in  part  Jhall  be  done  azuay.  The  time  is  com- 
ing, when  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,  lliall  be  prefent* 
ed  to  him  without  fpot  or  wrinkle  ;  when  the  union  of 
the  faints  Ihall  be  entire,  and  the  communion  of  faints 
fhall  be  perfed.  There  will  be  no  contention,  no  di- 
vifion, no  diforder  in  the  general  alTembly  and  church 
of  the  firfl-born  that  are  written  in  heaven* 

6.  The  vail  of  militant  graces  will  be  rent  in  twain^ 
and  nothing  but  triumphant  graces  will  have  the  throne : 
Now  remains  faith.,  hbpe^  and  love  ;  but  the  great  eft  of 
ihefe  is  love.  V\rhy,  love  is  a  triumphant  grace  ;  and 
faith  and  hope  will  refign  to  love  the  chair  of  flate- 
There  will  be  no  need  of  militant  graces  in  the  church 
triumphant ;  no  need  of  faith,  where  vifion  is ;  no 
need  of  hope,  where  fruition  is  \  no  jieed  of  patience^ 

V  0  L.  I*  S  where 
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where  all  tribulation  is  at  an  end  ;  no  need  of  any  fight- 
ing grace,  where  there  is  nothing  but  vidory,  light, 
life,  love,  liberty,  joy,  glory.  You  have  a  fighting 
life  of  it  here,  but  then  a  fong  of  victory ;  vidory  for 
evermore. 

7.  The  vail  of  infirmities  will  be  rent  in  twain  :  here 
believers  have  infirmities  on  their  bodies,  that  have  no 
fmall  influence  on  the  actings  of  their  fouls  ;  infirmities 
on  their  fouls,  darknefs  and  dulnefs  in  their  intelledual 
powers  ;  infirmities  of  the  new  nature,  thougb  created 
in  Chrifh  Jefus,  though  fupported  by  -his  power,  and 
guided  by  his  grace  ;  yet  ftill  it  is  a  weak  thing,  like  a 
new-born  babe  :  but  none  of  thefe  infirmities  are  in  them 
that  are  within  the  vail  ;  they  are  become  perfect ; 
Then  jh all  ive  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith ^  to  a  per- 
fed:  man  in  Chriji^  Eph.  iv.  13.  Then  that  fcripture  ihall 
be  fully  accompliihed,  Ifa.  xxx.  26.  The  light  of  the  moon 
f^all  be  as  the  light  of  the  fun  ;  and  the  light  of  the  fun  fhall 
be  f even  fold  J  as  the  light  of f even  days, 

8.  The  vail  of  mortality  fliall  be  rent  in  twain ;  for. 
This  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality  ;  this  corruption^  jhall 
put  on  incorruption  ;  and  death  fhall  he  f wallowed  up  in 
victory.  The  vail  of  flefh,  the  clay  tabernacle,  will  be 
rent  in  twain  ;  We  know^  that  if  the  earthly  houfe  of  this 
tabernacle  were  diffolved^  we  have  a  binlding  of  God,  a 
honfe  not  made  with  hands ^  eternal  in  the  heavens  :  for  in 
this  we  groan  earneftly^  de firing  to  he  clothed  upon  with 
our  hoi fe  which  is  from  heaven^  1  Cor.  v.  i,  2.  O  was 
you  ever  brought  to  that  man's  faying,  '  O  mortality, 
'  mortality  !  O  time,  time  !  that  will  not  haffe  away,  to 
^  let  eternity  come !'  Was  you  never  content  to  fhake 
the  fand-glafs  of  time  to  win  to  eternity  ?  was  you  never 
content  to  take  death  in  your  arms ;  and  fay.  Welcome, 
welcome  ;  O  friend,  welcome  news,  that  mortality  Ihall 
be  fwallowed  up  of  life  ? 

9.  The  vail  of  incapacity  will  be  rent  in  twain  :  now ' 
you  are  not  capable  of  that  glory  which  you  fliall  be  a- 
ble  to  behold  and  contain  in  heaven  ;  your  eye  is  fo 
weak,  that  you  cannot  behold  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs 
fhining  in  his  (Irength.  Though  light  be  the  mod  plea- 
fmg  thing  to  the  eye  ;  yet  the  meridian  brightnefs  of  the 

fun 
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fun  cannot  be  looked  upon  without  deflroying  the  fight  j 
becaufe  the  faculty  is  not  fo  (trong,  nor  capable  to  re- 
ceive the  objed:  fo  it  is  here,  we  want  a  capacity  to  be- 
hold the  light  of  glory  ^  but  within  the  vail,  or  in  hea- 
ven, the  faculty  will  be  ftrengthened,  and  the  capacity 
enlarged,  to  hold  an  exceeding  great  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory  ;  the  want  of  which  hath  made  fome,  in  time, 
when  their  cup  hath  overflowed  with  coniolation,  to 
cry  out,  '  Lord,  hold  thy  hand,  thy  fervant  is  a  clay- 
'  veiTel,  and  can  hold  no  more.'  Indeed  it  h  little  we 
get  here  below,  and  it  is  little  we  can  hold,  though  we 
ihould  get  our  fill  ;  but  in  heaven  the  capacity  will  be 
fo  enlarged,  that  it  will  be  able  to  hold  a  fulneis  of  God, 
a  fulnefs  of  glory,  a  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit,  fulncfs  of  joy 
at  God's  right-hand  for  ever  and  ever. 

10.  The  vail  of  wearinefs  fliall  be  rent  in  twain  5  here 
we  foon  weary  of  praying  and  preaching,  we  foon  weary 
of  fermons  and  facraments.  I  doubt  not  but  many  here 
may  be  wearied  to  the  heart  with  this  day's  work.  Indeed 
iittle  wonder  that  the  carnal  heart  fay.  What  a  wearinefs  is 
this  work?  '  For,  as  one  fays,  you  may  take  a  carnal  man, 
*  tie  him  to  a  poll,  and  then  kill  him  with  praying  and 
^  preaching  only.'  But  even  the  fpirituai  man  himfelf,  while 
tie  hath  a  wearying  body  of  death  about  him,  he  wearies 
of  ordinances,  he  wearies  of  God's  fervice  ;  but  in  hea- 
ven, within  the  vail,  they  fliall  ferve  him  without  weary- 
ing or  fainting,  Rev.  xxii.  3. ;  there  his  fervants  flxill 
ferve  him.  Their  weary  fervice  here  is  hardly  to  be  call- 
ed a  fervice  ;  but  there  his  fervants  fliall  ferve  him  in- 
deed. O  !  will  it  not  be  a  myflery,  and  a  great  wonder, 
if  we,  who  cannot  pray  half  an  hour  to  an  end,  and 
hardly  hear  an  hour  to  an  end,  but  will  be  toiled,  as 
if  we  had  done  fome  marvellous  work,  fliall  be  brouR'ht 
to  heaven,  and  never  weary  of  the  fervice  of  heaven  ? 
Here  is  comfort,  behever,  you  fhall  through  all  the 
years  of  eternity,  praife  him,  and  never  weary. 

In  a  word,  all  the  vials  of  trouble  and  -  trials  will  be 

rent  in  twain  ;  "J^here  remains  a  reft  for  the  people  of  God, 

— The  vail  of  forrow  and  anxiety  fliall  be  rent  in  tv/ain ; 

for.  All  tears  fhall  be  wipt  from  their  eyes  ;  Sorrow  and 

ftghing  fid  all  flee  away- — The  vail  of  ficknefs  and  uneafi- 

S  2  nefs 


J  40  The  R  r  N  T  Vail 

ncfs  of  "body  or  foul  fhall  be  rent  in  twain  ;  'The  inhabt- 
lants  of  that  land  Jhall  not  fay  ^  I  am  fick  ;  the  people  that 
dwell  therein  frail  be  forgiven  their  iniquity, — The  vail  of 
wandering  thoughts  and  vain  imaginations  will  be  rent 
in  twain ;  you  fliall  not  have  a  wrong  thought  or  con- 

^  ception  of  God  throughout  all  eternity;  for  all  your 
li^eart-plagues,  lufts,  and  corruptions,  that  you  have 
been  wrelfling  with  all  your  days,  will  leave  you  ;  and 
I  am  fure  you  will  leave  them  with  fuch  pleafure  and  fa- 
tisfa6lion,  and  be  fo  glad  to  part  with  them,  that  you 
will  hardly  fhake  hands  w^ith  them  ;  but  rather  fay,  the 
back  of  my  hand  to  you  :  many  a  fad  hour,  many  a 
fifh  and  groan  have  you  coft  me  ;  but  it  is  well  for  me, 

s  that  now  I  am  quit  of  you  for  ever.  And  I  cannot  but 
fay,  that  they  who  now  have  a  glad  heart  to  think  of  a 
parting  with  thefe,  and  a  meeting  with  Chrift  for  ever, 
they  have  gotten  fome  communion  with  him  this  day. 

Finally^  The  vail  of  ti?ne  will  be  rent  in  twain  ;  and 
the  flreams  of  time  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  the  ocean 
of  eternity.  O  how  will  you  fay  with  wonder  then,  O 
hath  fuch  a  black  and  ugly  creature  as  I  was,  gotten 
glorious  Chriil  in  my  arms,  never,  never,  never  to  part 
again  !  O  how  will  his  kind  looks  dart  a  fweetnefs  and 
joy  inexpreffible  into  your  hearts,  when  you  fhall  be  led 
with  the  Lamb  about  the  rivers  of  living  water,  when 
time  fhall  be  no  more  1 — Take  all  this  comfort  into  your 

•  hearts,  believers,  for  the  God  of  confolation  allows  you 
to  rejoice  for  ever,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God,  which  you  {l"iall  fee  and  be  for  ever  pof* 

•  fell  of  within  the  vail. 

Ufe  fifths  For  exhortation.  All  I  fhall  now  fay,  is  this, 
if  the  vail  be  rent  in  tv/ain  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  O 
then  come  and  fee,  come  and  take,  come  and  wonder, 
come  and  enter,  come  and  fmg. 

I.  Come  andy^^.  When  the  feal  was  opened.  Rev.  vi. 
then  the  voice  cried,  Co?ne  and  fee  :  fo,  when  the  vail  is 
rent,  O  come  and  fee  ;  come  and  fee.  Turn  afide  and 
fee  this  great  fight,  the  vail  of  feparation  betwixt  God 
and  us  rent  in  twain  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  What 
was  to  be  feen  within  the  vail  of  the  temple,  you  are 
told  J  tlvU*.  ix.  4,  5.  There  was  to  be  feen  the  golden  cen- 


Serm.  II.        ^/^^  Temple.  141 

fer^  the  golden  pot^  the  ark  of  the  covenant y  the  tables  of 
the  covenant,  and  over  it  the  cheruhims  af  glory  overfhadow- 
ing  the  mercy  feat.  What  all  thefe  did  fignify,  I  cannot 
ftand  to  fhew ;  but  in  fliort,  they  all  pointed  out  th^ 
glory  of  God  in  Jefus  Chriil.  Now  the  vail  is  rent ; 
then  look  into  the  holieft,  and  fee  the  glorious  myftery 
of  redeeming  love ;  fee  the  wifdom,  power,  holinefs, 
juftice,  goodnefs,  and  grace  of  God,  manifefled  bright- 
ly in  the  face  of  Jefus,  who  by  his  death  rent  the  vail, 
that  we  might  fee  heaven,  and  the  glory  of  it. 

2.  Come  and  take.  The  pot  of  manna  was  within  the 
vail,  as  you  fee  in  that  forecited  text,  which  fignified 
Chrift  the  bread  of  life.  Now,  that  the  vail  is  rent ;  yoii 
may  come  to  the  holiefl  and  take  manna :  if  you  go  a- 
way  faffing  this  night,  it  will  be  your  own  fault  \  for 
you  have  liberty  to  come  and  take,  fmce  the  vail  is  rent. 
Chrifi:  himfelf  is  the  manna ;  and  if  you  take  him,  you 
take  all  things  with  him  that  you  need.  Do  you  need  a 
pardon  ?  Why,  the  opening  of  the  vail  is  a  proclamati- 
on of  pardon  upon  a  ]ubilee-day.  In  the  year  of  jubilee, 
the  priefls  entered  within  the  vail  into  the  holieft  ;  and 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  debt,  and  liberty  proclaimed  ; 
fo  here  is  our  jubilee  ;  Chrifi  our  High-priefl  having 
rent  the  vail,  and  entered  into  the  holieft,  he  iffues 
out  his  proclamation  of  indemnity ;  he  proclaims  par- 
don of  debt.  Many  a  bankrupt  drowned  in  debt  is  in 
this  green  ;  but  behold,  the  cry  is.  Go  forth  ye  prfoners 
of  hope.  There  is  a  pardon  in  this  pot  of  manna,  if  you 
will  but  take  it ;  yea,  there  is  life  to  your  fouls,  and 
death  to  your  fms  in  this  pot  of  manna,  if  you  will  take 
it.  Object.  But  you  will  fay,  I  cannot  take  what  is  offer- 
ed to  me.  Anfw.  I  wifli  you  indeed  knew  your  own 
weaknefs,  and  fenfible  of  it ;  No  man  can  come  to  me^ 
fays  Chrifi,  except  the  Father  draw  him :  But,  O !  hath 
God  drawn  you  fo  far  as  that  you  are  willing  to  take 
Chrifi,  though  you  can  do  nothing  ;  and  willing  that 
Chrifi  fhould  take  you  ?  Do  you  knov/  what  it  is  to  be- 
lieve ?  It  is  not  to  do  fome  great  thing  by  your  own 
power,  no :  it  is  a  grace  that  hath  two  eyes ;  with  the 
one  it  looks  to  a  man's  felf,  and  fees  his  own  utter  weak- 
pefs,  f^iying.  Not  that  I  am  fufficient  of  my  felf  to  think 

any 
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any  thing  as  cfmyfelf;  and  with  the  other  it  looks  to 
God,  and  fees  his  infinite  power,  laying.  My  fitfficiency 
is  of  God.  So,  that  to  beheve,  is  to  fee  that  you  can  do 
nothing,  and  to  employ  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  things 
for  you,  and  in  you  that  you  need.  Now,  when  you 
are  called  to  take  Chrjil,  you  are  called  to  take  and 
employ  the  power  of  God  to  do  all  things  that  you  are 
called  to  do,  but  cannot  do  of  yourfelf;  this  power  of 
God  is  in  your  oirer,  and  you  may  give  employment  to 
it  :  Ifa.  xxvii.  5.  Let  him  take  hold  of  my  Jirerigth, 
that  he  may  make  peace  with  me,  and  he  fhail  make  peace 
ivith  me.  Did  you  ever  know  before  that  the  pov/er  of 
God  was  at  your  fervice  r  Take  hold  of  his  power,  and 
give  employment  to  his  power,  faying.  Lord,  let  this 
power  of  tlyne  be  put  forth  upon  an  indigent  creature, 
that  I  may  take  Chrill.  Behold,  the  Father  offers  him 
for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fandification  and  redem^pti- 
on ;  there  is  manna  indeed,  which  you  have  for  the 
taking  in  this  manner,  faying,  Lord,  take  me,  and  I 
will  take  thee.  Let  thy  power  and  grace  be  glorified 
upon  me.  If  you  be  in  earneft,  it  is  a  bargain  ;  for  he 
never  called  a  hnner  to  take  his  Son  upon  any  other 
terms,  but  that  they  only  confent  that  Chrift  perform 
all  the  work,  and  take  all  the  glory. 

3.  Come  2Xi^  wonder :  Behold,,  the  vail  of  the  temple 
ivas  rent  in  twain^  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Come  and 
wonder,  that  all  hinderances  are  taken  out  of  the  way 
cf  your  acceis  to  God.  Wonder  at  the  love  of  God  in 
fending  his  Son  to  rend  the  vail ;  wonder  at  the  love  of 
Chrift  in  rending  the  vail,  that  you  might  have  accefs 
to  God  ;  wonder  that  it  was  rent  at  all ;  wonder  that  it 
was  rent  in  twain ;  wonder  that  it  was  rent  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom  ;  wonder  at  the  thing,  and  wonder  at  the 
occafion  of  it.  Chrifl  gave  up  the  gh oft,,  and  the  vail  of  the 
temple  was  rent.  The  rending  of  the  vail  coft  him  his 
life,  it  coil  him  his  foul ;  his  foul  was  made  an  offering 
for  fm,  and  then  the  vail  was  rent.  O,  is  there  no  won- 
dering at  this  ?  It  would  be  an  evidence  of  a  good  com- 
munion to  you,  if  you  were  filled  with  wonder.  A  fhort 
wonder  is  better  than^  lono-  oraver. 

4.  Come  iind  enter.  Not  only  fee  and  take,  and  won- 

der, 
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der,  but  alfo  boldly  enter  into  the  holiefl ;  not  ftanding 
in  the  outer-court,  as  it  were,  or  behind  the  vail  gazing, 
or  only  putting  in  your  hand  by  the  rent  vail,  but  come 
in  wholly,  and  enter  boldly.  The  vail  is  rent  in  twain  ; 
O  then,  come  and  enter  by  the  rent.  You  may  all  come 
oldly  to  the  holiefl,  by  this  new  and  living  way  that  is 
confecrated  through  the  vail.  O  may  fuch  a  dog,  fuch 
a  filthy  dog  as  I  come  ?  Yes,  we  ufe  to  fay,  When  doors 
are  open^  dogs  come  in  ;  the  door  is  open,  the  vail  is  rent ; 
let  dogs  come  in  and  get  a  crumb.  The  Gentiles  are  called 
dogs  in  fcripture ;  and  it  is  faid.  Without  are  dogs,  mitr- 
derers^Jorcerers,  whoremongers  ;  but  to  all  the  dogs  that 
•are  without  the  vail,  we,  in  God's  name,  proclaim  li- 
berty to  come  in,  and  get  what  will  fave  you  and 
fan^tify  you.  You  fay  you  have  nothing  to  bring  with 
you,  no  grace,  no  good.  I  tell  you,  there  is  none  here, 
but  they  have  fomething  to  bring  to  Chrifl  with  them. 
What  is  that  ?  Have  you  not  much  fm  and  mifery  to 
bring  with  you  ?  have  you  not  much  want,  weaknefs, 
and  wickednefs,  to  bring  with  you  ?  Come  with  all 
your  ills,  in  order  to  get  all  good ;  come  with  your  fms, 
and  get  grace ;  come  with  your  guilt,  and  get  a  pardon; 
come  with  your  filthinefs,  and  get  oleanfmg ;  come 
with  your  wants,  and  get  fullnefs.  Let  dogs  come  in 
and  get  a  crumb  :  yea,  a  feafl.  There  is  nothing  to  hin- 
der you,  fmce  the  vail  is  rent.  The  law  is  not  in  your 
way,  for  that  is  fulfilled  ;  the  flaming  cherumbim  is  not 
in  your  way,  for  Chrifi:  hath  rent  the  vail  of  God*s 
wrath,  and  divided  the  red-fca  of  divine  vengeance,  that 
you  might  pafs  through.  Have  you  a  mind  for  heaven, 
man,  woman  ?  here  is  the  way,  it  lies  through  the  rent 
vail ;  and  if  you  take  not  this  way^  you  fliall  never  en- 
ter there  :  For  there  are  two  porters  that  v/ill  keep  all 
unbelievers  out,  namely,  jujiice  and  hoUnefs,  Juftice  will 
fay,  I  mufl  be  fatisfied ;  holinefs  will  fay,  I  mull  be  vin- 
dicated, or  €i{^  you  fhall  never  enter  here  :  but  if  you 
come  by  this  rent  vail^  you  fhall  have  open  entrance 
into  the  heavenly  kingdom.  Chrifh  will  fay  to  juftice^ 
Let  fuch  a  man  ia,  for  I  paid  you  all  his  debt ;  hoUnefs, 
let  fuch  a  man  in,  for  I  gave  you  a  perfecl  obedience 
for  him  \  look  upon  him  in  me.  This  v/iii  fatisfy  both 

thefe 
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thefe  porters  to  let  believers  pafs.  O  then,  come  and 
enter  through  the  vail  that  is  rent,  Chriftlefs  foul,  who 
will  fatisfy  juftice  and  holinefs  for  you?  Thefe  porters 
will  never  be  bribed  by  you.  Therefore,  O  come,  and 
enter  by  the  rent  vail^  for  there  is  no  other  way  to  hea- 
ven. 

5.  Come  and  fing.  If  you  have  made  enterance,  O 
fmg.  Glory  to  God  in  the  highejl^  that  ever  rent  this 
vail.  You  might  go  home  fmging,  if  you  took  up  the 
true  meaning  of  the  text,  and  turned  it  to  a  fong  ;  and 
fmg  it  with  underflanding.  Behold^  the  vail  of  the  temple 
nvas  rent  in  twain^  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  Behold, 
the  vail  is  rent,  and  ihall  never  be  whole  again.  Be- 
hold, the  work  is  completed  by  the  Son  of  God  ;  the 
work  is  done,  and  fliall  never  be  undone. — To  the  Au- 
thor and  Finifhex  of  this  great  work  be  glory  for  ever* 
Amen^ 


SERMON 
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The  Best  Match;  or,  the  Incom- 
parable Mcirriage  between  the  Cr£4- 
Ton  and  the  Qeaiure. 

Isaiah  llv.  5. 
Thy  Maker  is  thy  Hujhand, 

THE  prophet  Ifaiah  having  largely  difcourfed  of 
the  fuffering«  of  Chrift,  and  the  blefied  fruits  and 
effeds  of  them;  among  which,  one  is,  that  he  fhould 
have  a  numerous  feed  to  believe  on  him ;  and  that, 
when  the  Jews  rejed  him,  the  Gentiles  fliould  gladly 
receive  him  :  And  thus  forefeeing,  by  the  fpirit  of  pro- 
phecy, the  glorious  ftate  of  the  Gentile  church,  he  breaks 
forth  into  a  fong  of  triumph  in  the  beginning  of  this 
chapter  ;  where  the  prophet  directs  his  fpeech  to  the 
church  and  fpoufc  of  God  in  thefe  words,  Sing^  0  bar- 
ren, thou  that  didfl  not  bear  ;  break  forth  into  fmohin  a^^ 
cry  aloud,  thou  that  didfl  not  travail  with  child :  for  more 
are  the  children  of  the  deflate,  than  the  children  of  the  mar- 
ried wife^  faith  the  Lord.  Where  we  have  a  magnifi- 
cent promife  of  the  fertility  and  the  felicity  of  the  Gen- 
tile church  ;  and  this  is  enlarged  to  the  fifth  verfe,  which 
contains  the  words  of  our  text  ;  v/here  we  have  the  rea- 
fon  of  her  happlnefs  and  frultfulnefs  who  was  formerly 
a  barren  widow,  For  thy  Maker  is  thy  Hufjand :  he  who 
made  thee  out  of  nothing,  and  therefore  can  eafily  ful- 
fil all  thefe  promifes,  hovv^  unlikely  foever  they  feem  to 
be ;  he  who  made  thee  a  people,  yea,  which  is  more, 
who  made  thee  his  people,  he  will  own  thee  as  his 
fpoufe,  and  ad  the  part  of  an  hufband  to  iiitQ. 

*  This  was  delivered  in  two  din-onrPes  nt  t^ulrofsj  but  the  pre- 
eife  time  ind  occafion  c;innot  be  afcertained  ;  only  we  fee  the  dril 
edition  was  printed  Anno  1722.  This  is  the  fiuh  impreiBon 

Vol.  L  T  I  ihall 
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I  fhall  defer  my  further  introdu6lion  and  explication , 
and  alfo  vvliatcver  might  be  faid  concerning  the  external 
relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and  the  vifible  church,  my  chief 
defign  being,  at  this  time,  only  to  fpeak  a  little  to  that 
internal  fpiritual  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and 
the  invilible  church,  or  Chrifl  and  the  believer,  as  it  is 
reprefented  under  the  formality  of  a  marriage :  and 
what  I  would  offer  upon  this  fubjed,  I  lay  before  you 
in  this  doctrinal  propofition, 

'J  hat  there  is  a  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and  be- 
Hevers^  wherein  he  fupplies  the  place  of  a  hujhand 
unto  them,  ana  they  the  place  of  a  bride  and  fpoiife  t9 
him. 

In  profecuting  whereof,  I  would  effay  thefe  three  things, 

I.  Prove,  That  there  is  fuch  a  marriage-relation  be- 
twixt Chrifl  and  believers. 

II.  Speak  to  the  nature  of  this  marriage. 

III.  Give  the  reafons^  why  Chrifl  comes  under  fuch 
a  relation  to  his  people. 

IV.  Make  fome  application  of  the  fubjeft. 

I.  To  confirm  the  dodrine,  that  there  is  a  marriage^ 
■relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and  believers.  This  will  appear 
from  thefe  two  confiderations. 

1.  From  the  compellations  given  to  Chriji  with  relati- 
on to  believers.  How  frequently  doth  the  fpoufe  call 
him  her  hufhand  in  the  book  of  the  Song  ?  As  the  apple- 
tree  amona  the  trees  of  the  zvood^  fo  is  my  Beloved  ainong 
the  fons.  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.  Song  ii.  3,  16. 
And,  fays  the  apoflle,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  I  have  e fpoufe d you 
to  one  hufhand,  that  I  may  prefent  you  as  a  chafle  virgin 
unto  Chrljt* 

2.  The  marriage-relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and  believ- 
ers appears  from  the  compellations  given  to  believers  m 
fcripture,  with  refpecl  to  Chrifl.  How  frequently  calls 
he  her  his  love,  bis  fpoufe,  in  the  book  of  the  Song? 
ThoH  haft  ravifjed  my  heart,  my  Jifer,  my  spouse. 
How  fair  is  thy  love,  vi\\fjler,  my  spouse  !  Song  iv.  9,  10. 
In  Rev.  xix.  7.  there  the  church,  (or  believers  in  the 
collcclive  capacity)  is  called  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife, 


Serm.III.        The  Best  Match.  147 

^he  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come^  and  the  bride  hath 
made  herfelf  ready.  We  need  not  ftand  to  prove  that 
which  is  fo  evident,  we  need  fay  no  more  to  confirm  it, 
than  to  repeat  the  text,  Thy  Maker  is  thy  hujband. 
Therefore  I  come, 

11.  To  fpeak  of  the  nature  of  this  marriage  :  and  here 
we  would  briefly  confider,  i.  The  parties  married. 
2.  The  terms  of  the  marriage.  3.  The  properties  of  the 
marriage.  4.  The  effects  of  it.  5.  How  the  match  is 
carried  on,     6.  How  it  is  concluded, 

(i.)  I  fay,  let  us  confider  x}^^ parties  married;  who 
is  the  Bridegroom,  and  who  is  the  bride. 

1.  Then,  the  Bridegroom  is  the  wijdom  of  God ;  and 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  found 
in  him :  he  knows  all  the  wants  of  the  bride,    and  is 

ready   to  fupply   them. On    the  other  hand,    the 

bride,  before  her  matching  with  him,  is  the  moll  arrant 

fool  out  of  hell :  her  folly  is  difcovered  by  continuing  to 
refufe  to  match  with  him ;  to  refufe  to  give  her  con- 
fent  to  this  heavenly  Bridegroom. 

2.  The  Bridegroom  is  the  eternal  Son  of  God ;  the 
King's  only  Son  ;  The  King  made  a  marriage  for  his  Son : 
He  is  the  blood-royal  of  heaven. — On  the  other  hand, 
What  is  the  bride's  pedigree  ?  She  needs  not  boaft  of 
her  defcent,  Thy  father  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother 
an  Hittite^  Ezek.  xvi.  3,  There  is  a  vail:  difference 
here. 

3.  The  Bridegroom  is  the  heir  of  all  things  :  he  hath 

sU  riches,    the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrill. But 

what  is  the  bride  worth  before  he  match  with  her  ?  She 
is  worfe  than  nothing,  poverty  itfelf ;  and  not  only  a 
beggar,  but  in  debt,  and  Chrifl  is  willing  to  pay  her 
debt. 

4.  The  Bridegroom  is  co?nely  and  glorious.  All  the 
feraphims  and  cherubims  above,  all  the  fons  of  men  in 
the  world,  all  the  crowned  heads  on  earth,  in  all  the 
circumdances  of  glory,    are  but   like  black  pieces  of 

earth  compared  with  this  glorious  Bridegroom. On 

the  other  hand.  What  is  the  bride  before  he  match  w  th 
her  ?  Even  as  black  as  the  devil  can  make  her.     Not 

T    2  only 
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only  a  leopard,  fpottcd  here  and  there,  but  an  Ethiopi- 
an, wholly  black  and  ugly.  When  flie  is  cajl  forth  in 
the  open  field  to  the  loathing  of  her  perfon^  (he  is  a  fpec- 
tacle  of  horror  and  mifery  ;  yet  then  it  is  a  marriage-day, 
and  a  time  of  love. 

(2.)  What  are  the  ter?ns  of  the  marriage  ;  the  articles 
of  it  on  his  part  and  her  part  ?  The  terms  on  her  part, 
though  the  whole  belong  to  Chriil,  yet,  to  fpeak  of 
terms  in  an  improper  fenfe,  he  requires  of  her  what  he 
worketh  in  her  ;  namely, 

I.  That  (lie  be  divorced ^r ova  all  other  hufbands,  and 
give  up  with  all  other  lovers  and  idols ;  particularly, 
that  fhe  be  divorced  from  the  law,  that  fhe  may  be  mar- 
ried unto  Chriil :  flie  muft  not  obey  the  law  from  a 
principle  of  her  own  ftrength ;  nor  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  that,  by  obedience,  (he  m.ay  purchafe  a  title  to 
heaven ;  nor  to  gratify  a  natural  confcience ;  nor 
merely  to  efcape  hell,  and  make  a  righteoufnefs  of  her 
obedience :  (lie  muft  be  divorced  from  that  hufband. 

'2.  Upon  her  part  it  is  required,  that  ihe  be  fatisfed 
with  this  hufband  alone,  as  the  great  portion  of  the 
foul,  that  he  may  have  no  rival,  no  competitor  in  her 
affedions,  none  to  fit  on  the  throne  with  him  :  fhe  muft 
keep  the  chief  room  for  the  Son  or  God.  Again,  on 
his  part,  he  contrads, 

1.  That  he  will  make  over  hiwfelf  to  her ;  all  he  is,, 
all  he  hath,  all  he  hath  purchafed,  all  he  hath  promif- 
ed  :  he  vv^ill  make  over  to  her  all  the  bleffings  of  the  e- 
verlafting  covenant,  O  this  is  a  fweet  article  !  and  a 
large  charter  indeed ! 

2.  He  contrads  to  perform  all  the  glorious  offices  of  a 
hufband  to  her  ;  to  provide  for  her,  proted  her,  dired 
her,  pity  her,  clothe  her,  to  encourage  and  comfort 
her  ;  and  to  do  all  for  her  flie  needs :  this  is  the  fum 
of  the  contract ;  for,  to  fpeak  properly,  Chrift  is  all, 
and  does  all  in  this  matter ;  and  our  part  is  done  by 
him  in  us,  Hof.  ii.  19,  20.  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me 
for  ever :  yea,  I  zviil  bt  trot  he  thee  unto  me  tn  righteouf- 
nefs, and  in  judgment,  and  in  loving-kindnefs,  and  in 
mercies  ;  1  wi  I  eren  betruhe  thee  un'o  me  in  faithndneJSy 
and  thoufjult  know  the  Lord.     Chrift  figns  the  contra^: 

for 
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for  him  and  her  both.  /  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in 
righteoufnefs ;  I  will  fulfil  the  law,  and  fatisfy  God's 
jultice.  /  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  lo'ving-kindiiefs  ; 
though  there  be  nothing  in  thee  to  invite  my  love,  but 
much  to  challenge  my  averfion,  yet  I  will  overcome  all 
thy  imperfeQ:ions,  and  fet  my  love  upon  thee.  1  will 
betrothe  thee  unto  fue  in  ?nercies  ;  in  pardoning  mercy, 
fanclifying  mercy,  fupporting  mercy,  comforting  mer- 
cy. But  left  the  bride  think,  that  when  ever  Ihe  fms 
there  may  be  a  divorce,  flie  may  break  and  go  away, 
therefore  it  follows,  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  faith- 
fulnefs.  He  pledges  his  veracity  for  fulhUing  the  articles 
on  her  part  and  his  both.     But  then, 

(3.)  What  are  the  properties  of  this  marriage  ? 

1.  It  is  a  very  M\fteriQUs  marriage,  that  the  Creator 
fliould  take  the  work  of  his  hands  for  a  bride  ;  not  on- 
ly when  in  its  primitive  and  virgin  integrity,  as  it  dopt 
out  of  his  creating  hands,  but  when  polluted  with  the 
poifon  of  the  devil,  the  venom  of  the  ferpent,  that  he 
(hould  take  her  for  a  bride ;  '^hj  Maker  is  thy  hujband. 
This  is  a  wonderful  conjundlon.  If  a  glorious  angel 
fiiould  be  matched  with  a  creeping  worm,  and  a  king 
with  a  beggar,  it  would  not  be  fuch  a  wonder  ;  but  the 
Maker  to  join  himfelf  to  the  work  of  his  hands !  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  diftance  conceived  betwixt  any  thing, 
than  betwixt  a  Creator,  and  that  w^hich  is  brought  out 
from  the  barren  w^omb  of  nothing,  a  creature  ;  and  yet 
they  are  in  a  marriage- relation  ;  '^Diy  Maker  is  thy  huf- 
hand, 

2.  This  marriage  is   very  difficult  and  hard.     It  is 
.  true,  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  Omnipotcncy;  yet 

the  human  nature  of  Chrifl  had  much  to  do  w-ith  it : 
though  he  was  fupported  by  the  divine  nature,  yet  he 
behoved  to  fwim  through  the  river  of  his  own  blood,  be- 
fore he  could  get  his  bride.  He  fatishcd  the  juftice  of 
God,  eftabliilied  a  new  covenant.  All  this  muil  be 
done  in  order  to  this  marriage. 

3.  This  marriage  is  an  iyidiffolvable  marriage ;  death 
diifolves  other  relations,  but  it  increafes  this  intimate 
union :  Nothing  Oiall  feparate  Chrifl  and  the  believer  ; 
1  am  perfuaded^  faith  Paul;  that  neither  lije,  nor  death, 

nor 
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nor  a?i^elsy  nor  prhicipalities,  nor  powers^  nor  things 
prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  heighth^  nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  creaturey  Jhall  be  able  to  feparote  us  from  the 
love  of  God  which  is  in   Chrifl  J  ejus  our   Lord,    Rom, 

viii.  ^8,  ^9- 

(4.)  Vv^hat  are  the  effeBs  of  this  marriage  ? 

I.  The  hrd  and  immediate  effect  is  a  mofl  clofe  union 
betwixt  Chrifl  and  the  behever.  This  union,  though 
lefs  than  a  perfonal  union,  ahhough  it  be  in  fome  re- 
fpeft,  yet  it  is  more  than  a  pohtical  union,  more  than 
a  moral  union  :  It  is  a  very  clofe  union.  The  Bride- 
groom, Chrifl,  he  gives  his  bride  his  own  Spirit ;  com- 
municates vital  influences,  from  the  glorious  Head,  to 
her ;  and  flie  cleaves,  by  faith  and  love,  clofe  to  him : 
and  God  promifes  that  he  will  make  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
cleave  clofe  to  him,  as  a  girdle  to  the  loins  of  a  man, 
Jer.  xiii.  11.  He  makes  his  fpoufe,  in  fpite  of  all  her 
folly,  in  fpite  of  all  her  enmity,  in  fpite  of  all  her  ene- 
mies and  temptations,  to  cleave  clofe  to  him. 

1,  Another  effect  of  this  union,  \^  fweet  communion^ 
TJiutual  felloivfhip :  he  feafls  with  them  and  they  with 
him ;  he  blows  upon  her  garden,  quickens  and  ani- 
mates her  graces  ;  and  then  he  comes  and  eats  his  plea- 
fant  fruits. 

3.  Another  effeft  is,  familiarity^  which  is  comcident 
with  the  former :  he  treats  them  not  as  flrangers,  but 
as  friends ;  and  not  as  friends  only,  but  as  his  own 
fpoufe :  he  communicates  to  her,  and  fpeaks  comfort- 
ably and  kindly  to  her.  It  is  a  wonder  what  conde- 
fcenfion  God  will  make  fometimes  :  and  the  believer  a- 
gain  can  be  more  familiar  with  God,  than  with  the 
whole  world  ;  and  can  tell  to  God  what  he  can  tell  to 
none  elfe. — Thus  vou  fee  fome  of  the  eifeds  of  this 


marriage. 


(5.)  How  was  the  match  carried  on  f 

I  anfwer,  in  a  word.  On  his  part  it  was  carried  on 
thus : 

I.  He  gave  the  Father  his  hand,  and  engaged  to 
hmi  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  from  eternity,  that 
he  would  do  all  things  neceiiary  for  accomplifhing  the 


.marriaQ:e. 


2.  Becaufe 
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2.  Becaufe  there  mufl  be  an  union  of  natures  be- 
twixt the  Bridegroom  and  the  bride  ;    (it  was  not  pof- 
fible  that  we  could  be  matched  with  the  divine  nature  ;) 
therefore  he  becomes  a  man,  and  takes  on  our  nature 
that  there  might  be  an  union  of  natures. 

3.  Becaufe  the  bride  is  a  flave,  he  pays  her  ranfom 
fubilitutes  himfelf  in  her  room,  takes  on  her  debt,  and 
pays  all  that  flie  owed  to  juftice,  and  then  takes  on  with 

'  her.  But,  on  our  part,  juil  nothing  at  all:  we  had  no 
hand  in  the  covenant  of  redemption ;  no  hand  in  the 
contrivance  of  falvation  ;  we  knew  nothino-  about  the 
bufmefs ;  we  had  no  thoughts  of  a  Redeemer  ;  deferv- 
ed  nothing  but  pure  wrath :  we  were  lying,  with  full 
contentment,  in  the  devirs  territories  when  Chriil  was 
carrying  on  the  match.    - 

(6.)  How  is  the  marriage  concluded  upon  his  part  ? 

I.  He  fends  forth  his  ambalfadors  to  court  for  him 
as  Abraham  did  his  fervant  for  Ifaac ;  and  there  is  a 
great  work,  indeed,  to  make  her  give  her  confent. 
Let  angels  in  heaven  unite  their  topicks  of  perfuafion 
they  could  not  prevail  with  one  foul,  if  a  convertino- 
day  were  not  come  :  but  they  m.uft  always  fpeak  fair  to 
her.  How  rhetorical  was  Abraham's  iervant  for  his 
mailer  ?  he  hath  but  one  child,  and  that  child  hath  PTeat 
riches;  he  feeks  no  portion  with  Rebecca,  only  her 
confent.  Thus  he  rhctorizes  and  flouriflies  exceed- 
ingly, and  perfuades  with  the  greatefl  motives.  But  vet 
the  ambalTadors  of  Chriil  have  a  larger  commiffion,'  if 
our  eyes  were  opened  to  fee  it :  they  are  fent  forth  to 
make  love  to  the  bride,  and  in  his  name  to  commend 
Chrift. 

2.  He  concludes  the  marriage  thus.  The  bride  be- 
ing wretchedly  ignorant  of  her  true  happinefs,  there- 
fore his  Father  dijlrcljes  her  with  the  debt  that  fiie  owes 
to  him  ;  and  the  wretched  perfon  is  forced,  for  fome 
time,  to  mount  Sinai ;  and  there  God  defcends  in  all 
the  circumflances  of  terrible  majefly  ;  he  thunders  a- 
gainfl  her,  curfes  her  ;  Cur  Jed  is  every  one  that  conthnh 
eth  not  in  all  thin'2,s  which  are  written  in  the  hook  of  the 
lazu  to  do  them.  Gal.  iii.  lo.  God  exads  all  the  debt, 
confcience  roars,  and  the  devils  are  let  loofe  ^  {he  fears 
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hell  and  wrath  ;  and  God  declares,  in  the  gofpel,  that 
the  wretched  bankrupt  ihall  go  to  prifon,  and  ly  eter- 
nally in  hell,  if  Ihe  do  not  take  on  with  his  Son,  marry 
him,  and  believe  on  him.  Thus  the  bride  is  forced  to 
an  extremity :  fome  have  more,  fome  have  lefs  of  this 
law-v/ork ;  but  all  are  humbled  and  broken  in  fome 
meafure,  who  are  married  to  Chrill: :  he  fends  forth  his 
Spirit  and  convinces  the  world  of  fm.  But  this  would 
not  do  either  ;  and  therefore, 

3.  The  Bridegroom  fees  that  nothing  but  condefcen- 
fmi  will  do  it ;  and  fo  he  appears  in  all  his  glory  :  when 
the  bride  is  full  of  fears,  perplexities,  and  anxieties ; 
when  the  terrors  of  God  are  furrounding  her,  and  the 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  drinking  up  her  fpirits,  and 
when  Ihe  is  crying  out,  What  Ihall  I  do  ?  Whether 
ihall  I  go  ?  Then  the  bridegroom  appears  in  all  his  ex- 
cellency and  glory,  and  fays,  Behold  iiie^  behold  me ; 
and  fhe  gets  a  view  of  him  that  ravifnes  her  heart,  and 
enlarges  her  foul :  then  it  is  that  the  Spirit  is  fent  to  de- 
termine her  to  confent.  The  manifellation  of  his  glo- 
ry does  enlighten  her  mind  and  fpirit ;  and  immediately 
grace,  upon  the  v/ill,  draws  out  the  whole  heart  after 
him ;  fo  that  if  the  bride  could  be  grieved  and  pained 
upon  the  marriage-day,  it  would  be  for  her  folly  in 
refufmg  him  fo  long. — But  what  is  done  upon  the  bride's 
part,  for  concluding  the  match  ?  Nothing  at  all ;  but 
the  whole  foul  is  enabled  to  acquicfce  in  a  Redeemer ; 
and  the  believer  is  ready,  at  fuch  a  time,  to  fay.  He  is 
my  Lord,  my  God,  myjireiigth,  my  all,  and  fhall  be  for 
ever. — Thus  you  have  a  brief  fchenie  of  the  nature  and 
wav  of  this  marriac^e. 

Having  fpoken  but  very  briefly  to  the  former  heads, 
I  Ihall  here,  before  I  proceed  to  the  reafons  of  the  doc- 
trine, offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  time  of  this  marriage- 
union  betwixt  Chrid  and  believers.  We  told  you  how 
this  match  was  concluded  and  compleated  by  Chrift,  and 
now  we  fay,  there  is  a  flated  day  and  time  for  the 
concluding  thereof :  and  upon  this  head  w^e  may  re- 
mark, 

ijl.  That  there  Is  a  two-fold  day  we  are  to  confider 
In  this  marriage,  namely,  the  day  of  efpoufaU  on  earth, 

and 
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and  the  day  of  confiimtnaiion  in  heaven ;    and  we  may 
compare  thefe  two  together  in  a  few  words. 

1.  The  day  of  efpoufals  here  is  uihered  in  with  a 
very  dark  morning,  or  rather  an  evening,  upon  the 
bride's  part,  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  law :  as 
it  was  faid,  'The  evening  and  the  morning  ^luas  the  day  ; 
fo,  in  this  contract,  the  evening  of  legal  terrors,  at  leaft 
fome  humiliation,  ulhers  in  the  morning :  But  as  to 
the  confummation,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  glory  before 
it,  the  foul  being  taken  to  heaven  already,  and  the  bo- 
dy fieeping  fweetly  in  the  grave,  a  bed  where  the  bride- 
groom lay  three  days  before  her. 

2.  In  the  day  of  efpoufals,  when  the  perfon  gets  a 
victory  over  corruption,  and  finds  little  ftirring  of  it, 
no  fenfible  working  of  it,  yet  there  is  a  party  within, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  oppofe  the  match,  and  which  will 
afterwards  get  out  its  head,  and  will  be  flill  affaulting 
the  believer,  while  he  is  on  earth  :  but,  in  the  day  of 
confummation,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  no  enemy,  no 
fm,  no  corruption  ;  but  the  whole  foul  goes  out  wholly 
upon  the  bridegroom. 

3.  The  efpoufals  are  carried  on  fecretly ;  it  may  be 
the  perfon  is  fitting  at  your  fide,  and  you  do  not  fee, 
nor  know  when  Chrid  is  makinp^  ud  the  match ;  or, 
perhaps,  on  his  knees  at  home,  there  is  a  fecret  tranf- 
adion :  But  the  confummation  will  be  before  millicns 
of  angels,  miUions  of  faints,  and  luiHions  of  fpe£lato/s. 
Here  is  a  great  difference :  after  the  day  of  efpoufals  is 
ever,  the  bride  may  give  many  fquint  loo.cs  to  her  old 
lovers,  looking  back  to  Egypt,  departing  from  her 
hufband,  doubting  of  his  love,  dlftrufting  his  vord, 
fearing  his  difpenfations :  But,  after  th.i-  confummati- 
on, no  fhadow  of  fm,  no  fliadov/  of  jealoufy,  no 
fhadow  of  miltakes,  or  fears,  can  overtake  her  for 
ever;  no  cloud  can  interveen,  for  the  fun  of  rh  h- 
teoufnefs  fliall  never  be  ecljpf:^d  any  more.     But  then, 

2<i,  A  fecond  remark  is,  that  the  precife  time  of  the 
efpoufals  is  condefcended  on  by  the  Bridegroom  and 
his  Father,  from  all  eternity ;  the  very  moment  when 
the  bride  Ihall  be  made  to  fign  the  contracl,  and  flee  to 
Chrift,    and  pour  out  her  whole  foul  upon  him ;  that 
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precife  moment  is  agreed  upon  betwixt  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  in  the  covenant  of  redemption,  from  e- 
ternity. 

3<^,  We  remark,  that  the  Bridegroom  waits  patienU 
ly  for  that  moment  that  is  agreed  upon  betwixt  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son  ;  he  longs  for  it,  he  defires  it.  The 
believer  many  times  is  ready  to  think,  O,  Chrifl  is  not 
willing  1  1  have  fet  days  apart,  I  have  gone  to  my  knees, 
I  have  fought  him  in  and  about  this  and  the  other  or- 
dinance, and  vet  I  could  not  clofe  with  him :  I  have 
been  almofl  dipt  in  hell  with  affliction,  yet  my  heart 
was  never  melted  ;  furely  Chrifl  is  not  willing.  O  let 
'  us  flee  the  borders  of  blafphemy !  The  Lord  Jefus  is 
willing  ;  but  the  fulnefs  of  time  is  not  yet  come  :  there 
is  a  fet  moment  of  his  coming  to  his  people,  and  for 
this  they  are  to  wait ;  yea,  for  this  he  waits  himfelf, 
according  to  that  fcripture,  which  I  fhall  read  to  them 
that  cannot  get  that  in  duties  and  ordinances  which  they 
have  been  long  looking  for;  Ifa.  xxx.  i8.  T^herefore 
ivill  the  Lord  tvaity  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you  ;  and 
therefore  iv'tll  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon 
you  :  For,  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  judament  ;  hie  [fed  are  all 
they  that  zvait  for  him.  He  will  wait  upon  the  very  mo- 
ment of  time,  for  the  day  of  Salvation  ;  he  knows  the 
proper  feafon.  The  crane,  the  fwallow,  and  the  flork 
kilow  their  feafons,  by  the  natural  inflind  God  hath 
given  them  ;  and  will  he  not  know  his  own  feafon  ?  yea, 
he  waits  to  be  gracious. 

4/Z?  Remark,  That  when  the  time  comes,  then 
there  is  a  fueet  conjunction  of  all  circumftances  to  con- 
clude the  work  ;  all  things  work  pleafantly  together  to 
compleat  the  match  ;  confcience  goes  right  to  work, 
the  word  is  made  lively,  the  Spirit  ads  powerfully  and 
fvv'cctly  in  the  foul :  there  is  an  aufpicious  conjundion 
of  all  favourable  circumftances,  for  determining  the 
bride,  and  drawing  out  her  heart. 

5//?  Remark,  That  there  are  feveraly?^?2j  and  charac- 
tsrs  of  this  day,  by  which  it  may  be  known.  What 
are  the  ligns  of  it  ?  you  fhall  fay.  I  fliall  not  ftand  on 
this,  only  it  is  a  day  of  light ;  great  light  breaks  in  up- 
on the  mind :  it  is  a  day  of  love ,  much  love  is  let  in 

upon 
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upon  the  heart :  it  is  a  day  of  power,  wherein  the  bride 
is  perfuaded  and  overcome ;  difficulties  are  lurmounted, 
enemies  conquered,  and  the  bride's  will  is  moulded  in- 
to a  compliance-;  it  is  a  day  of  amazement.  O  what 
an  extafy  of  wonder  is  raifed  in  the  perfon's  heart !  I 
was  blind,  now  I  fee ;  I  was  dead,  now  I  live ;  I  was 
weak,  now  I  am  ilrong  ;  this  morning,  perhaps,  I  was 
under  afflidion,  and  under  the  terrors  of  God,  and 
now  he  hath  ravilhed  me  with  the  confolations  of  his 
Spirit :  I  was  aiFraid  of  hell,  now  I  have  the  hope  of 
heaven  and  eternal  life.  O  what  a  day  of  wonder  is  it ! 
Laftly,  It  is  a  day  of  vows ;  the  foul  will  be  ready  to 
break  forth  in  fuch  a  day,  crying.  What  ihall  I  fpeak 
for  him  ?  What  fliall  I  fulfer  for  him  ? 

A  ftxth  and  laji  remark,  on  this  head  is,  that,  in 
this  llated  day  of  efpoufals,  the  bridegroom  inanifefis 
his  glory  to  the  bride  ;  when  he  intimates  to  the  loul, 
"Thy  Maker  is  thy  hufhand^  he  fliews  his  glory ;  his  ab- 
folute  glory,  his  comparative  glory,  his  relative  glory ; 
they  are  all  one  upon  the  matter,  yet  there  is  a  formal 
different  confideration  of  them. 

1.  His  abfolute  glory  is  manifefted.  What  does  the 
foul  fee,  that  is  matched  and  married  to  Chrifl  ?  Alas  ! 
fome  fee  nothing  but  dreams  and  fancies ;  but  when 
the  believer  is  matched  with  Chriil,  he  fo  deals  with 
him  as  with  Mofes,  he  makes  all  his  glory  to  pafs  be- 
fore him :  The  perfon^  gets  a  view  of  the  glorious  at- 
tributes of  the  Son  of  God. 

2.  He  manifeils  his  comparative  glory  ;  T^hou  art  viore 
excellent  than  hills  of  prey  ;  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men  : 
the  bride,  the  believer,  fees  him  as  the  apple-tree  among 
the  ti-ees  of  the  wood^  every  way  incomparable.  W^hat- 
ever  he  be  compared  to,  he  excells  it ;  if  he  be  a  iiliy, 
he  is  the  lilly  of  the  vally  ;  if  he  be  a  rofe,  he  is  the  rofe 
of  Sharon  ;  if  he  be  a  plant,  he  is  the  plant  of  renown  ; 
if  he  be  a  phyfician,  he  is  the  phyfician  of  value  ;  if  an 
advocate,  he  is  an  advocate  with  the  Father  :  he  is  re- 
prefented  without  any  parallel. 

3.  His  relative  glory  is  manifefted  :  he  is  difcovered 
as  a  glorious  Pried,  a  glorious  Prophet,  a  glorious 
King,  a  glorious  Plufband,    a  glorious  Redeemer  and 
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Saviour ;  and  there  will  be  a  fight  of  his  glorious  ful- 
nefs  in  all  thefe  relations,  and  the  glorious  fitnefs  of 
that  fufFiciency  and  fulnefs,  all  fuited  for  the  foul :  and 
thus  revealing  himfelf,  he  removes  all  jealoufies  and 
miiiakes  from  the  bride,  fupplies  all  her  wants,  heals 
all  her  difeafes,  and  out-bids  all  her  rivals,  who  can  of- 
fer nothing  to  allure  the  foul,  while  he  can,  and  doth 
fay,  I  am  All-fufficient  to  help  thee. 

III.  I  come  now  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  namely. 
To  offer  fome  reafons  of  the  doiElrine,  why  Chrift  comes 
under  a  marriage-relation  to  believers.     I  anfwer, 

1.  His  own  fovereign  will  is  the  bed  reafon  why  he 
comes  under  a  marriage-relation  in  this  cafe  ;  Even  fo 
Father,  forfo  it  feems  good  in  thy  fight ^  Matth.  xi.  28. 
His  actions  are  not  to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  our 
reafon  :  He  hath  mercy ^  hecaufe  he  will  have  mercy, 

2.  His  love  to  them  makes  him  come  under  fuch  a 
relation  to  them  ;  /  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlajiing 
love  ;  therefore  with  everlajiing  kindnefs  have  I  drawn 
thee.  Love  is  the  motive  that  engages  him ;  love  brought 
him  out  of  heaven  for  them  ;  love  nailed  him  to  the 
crofs  for  them ;  love  laid  him  in  a  grave  for  them ; 
and  love  engages  him  to  a  marriage-relation  with  them. 

3.  He  does  it  for  the  glory  of  his  own  free  grace, 
mercy,  and  love.  As  love  and  mercy  was  his  motive, 
fo  it  was  his  end,  that  he  might  difplay  and  difcover  it 
to  the  utmofr.  This  attribute  is  at  its  utmoft  line.  In- 
finite wifdom  could  have  contrived  a  thoufands  worlds, 
and  infinite  power  could  have  made  them,  but  the  love 
of  God  hath  gone  to  its  utmofi:  height ;  it  is  not  poffible 
for  Chrift  to  give  a  greater  demonllration  of  his  love 
than  he  hath  done,  in  giving  his  life  for  the  bride,  and 
entering  into  a  marriage-relation  with  her. 

4.  He  does  it,  that  he  may  furnifli  %vork  for  the  blef-. 
fed  company  in  the  higher  houfe  ;  for  on  the  earth  the 
contrail:  is  only  drav/n  up :  this  is  only  the  day  of  e- 
fpoulals ;  heaven  will  be  the  day  of  confummation  of 
the  marriage  :  this  is  only  a  courting  and  wooing  time ; 
but  the  day  will  come  when  the  nuptial  folemnity  ihall 
be  celebrated,  and  that  fliall  continue  -while  the  day  of 
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eternity  lafls. — This  fhall  fuffice  for  the  reafons  of  th^ 
dodrine. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was.  To  make  fome  opplicatU 
on;  and  it  may  be,  i.  For  mformation.  2.  Lamenta- 
tion. 3.  Examination,  4.  Extiortation.  Now  of 
thefe  in  their  order. 

(i.)  For  imformation.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  a  marriage- 
relation  betwixt  Chrifl  and  bchevers  ? 

1 .  This  informs  us  of  the  infinite  love  of  God  towards 
loft  fmners,  in  giving  his  own  Son  to  be  a  HufDand  and 
Redeemer  unto  them  ;  God  fo  loved  the  iiorld^  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son^  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
7?ught  not  perijh,  but  have  everlajiing  life^  John  iii.  16. 
God  fo  loved  the  world-,  a-s  neither  angels  nor  men  can 
tell. 

2.  This  informs  us  of  the  infinite  love  of  Chrifl ^  in 
condefcending  to  be  a  hufband  to  fuch  a  bride.  It  could 
never  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  the  wifeft  angel  in 
heaven,  that  Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  Ihould 
become  man ;  and  far  lefs  that  he  fhould  take  fuch  a  fil- 
thy and  deformed  creature  and  bride  by  the  hand,  as  fm- 
ners are :  if  he  had  given  us  our  deferving,  he  would  have 
made  his  juftice  to  ride  in  triumph  over  us,  and  hell  to 
refound  with  eternal  hollows  of  praife  to  incenfed  juftice ; 
but,  to  the  quite  contrary,  he  hath  fo  ordered,  that  hea- 
ven ftiall  refound  with  eternal  halelujahs  of  praife  to 
his  gracious  mercy  and  free  grace,  in  chufmg  thofe  that 
were  enemies,  and  admitting  them  to  his  blelTed  bo- 
fom. 

3.  This  dodrine  informs  us  of  the  believer* s  fofety. 
Having  Chrift  for  her  huft^and,  who  can  hurt  her  ?  It 
is  the  duty  of  a  hufband,  you  know,  to  proteft 
and  defend  his  fpoufe ;  and  to  be  fure  Chrift  v/ill  not 
be  wanting  in  this  to  his  bride  :  He  ivill  hide  them  in  the 

fecret  of  his  prefence  from  the  pride  of  men  ;  he  will  keep 
them  fecretly  in  a  pavilion^  from  the  fir  if e  of  tongues^  Ffalm 
xxxi.  20.  About  all  the  glory  he  makes  a  defence^  Ifa.  iv.  5. 
He  covers  them  with  the  mantle  of  his  providence,  the 
mantle  of  his  righteoufnefs,  the  mantle  of  his  intercef- 
fiOHj  the  mantle  of  his  Spirit  \  fure  then  the  bride  of 
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Chrifl  Is  in  abfolute  fafety :  he  hath  retiring  chambers 
for  her,  to  hide  her  in  till  the  day  of  indignation  be 
overpaft. 

4.  This  dodrine  lets  us  fee,  that  believers  are  no 
fucli  mean  and  defpicable  perfons  as  the  world  generally 
talves  them  to  be ;  they  are  Chrift's  bride,  and  he  is 
their  hulband :  and,  O  what  an  honour  is  it  to  be  mar- 
ried to  the  Son  of  God !  Having  him  for  an  hufband, 
they  come  to  be  related  to  all  Chrift's  relations ;  God  is 
their  Father,  becaufe  he  is  his  Father ;  angels  are  their 
fervants,  becaufe  they  are  his  fervants ;  faints  are  their 
fellow-brethren,  becaufe  they  are  his  members ;  hea- 
ven is  their  inheritance,  becaufe  it  is  the  kingdom 
of  their  hufband.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  his,  is 
theirs ;  And  all  things  are  yours ^  for  ye  are  Chriji'sy  and 
Chrift  is  God's  J  2  Cor.  iii.  22,  23. 

(2.)  For  lamentation.  Is  it  fo,  that  there  is  a  marriage- 
relation  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers?  This  calls  for 
deep  lamentation  in  thefe  two  particulars. 

I.  It  calls  us  to  lament  that  Chrift  ftiould  have  fo 
few  brides  among  us,  though  he  be  wooing  and  court- 
ing us  by  the  gofpel,  crying.  Behold  me^  behold  me^  Ifa. 
Ixv.  I.  Yet  where  is  the  man  or  woman  that  is  prevail- 
ed with  to  enter  a  match  with  this  glorious  bridegroom? 
Though  he  be  fairer  than  the  fons  of  men,  and  conde- 
fcends  to  offer  marriage  with  fmners,  who  are  as  black 
and  ugly  as  hell  itfelf,  yet  they  fct  him  at  nought,  and 
give  him  juft  ground  for  thai  melancholy  complaint, 
My  people  woidd  not  harken  to  voice ^  Ifrael  ivoidd  have  none 
oj  me^  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  11.  And  may  he  not  appeal  to  the 
very  imm.aterial  creation,  to  judge  of  our  folly,  as  he  did 
of  old  to  Ifrael?  Jer.  ii.  12,  13.  Hear^  O  heavens y  and 
give  ear,  O  earth  ;  yea,  he  aftontfl^ed  and  horribly  afraid^ 
Jor  my  people  have  committed  two  g^reat  evils :  they  have 
forfaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters^  and  hewed  them 
QUt  ciflerns,  broker^  cijlerns,  that  can  hold  no  water. 

2.  This  doctrine  may  afford  us  matter  of  lamentation 
alfo,  That  believers,  who  are  efpoufed  to  him,  ftiould 
walk  fo  unworthily  of  fuch  a  huft)and.  You  know  a 
wife  fhouid  dem.ean  herfeif  conform  to  the  character  of 
her  hulband  j  and  where  her  carriage  is  bafe  and  mean, 

it 
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it  refleds  a  difhonour  on  him.  O  how  unfuitable  is  it  to 
fee  Chrift's  bride  blackened  with  the  filth  of  hell !  to  fee 
thofe  who  have  ftricken  hands  with  Chrift,  in  a  mar- 
riage-covenant, joining  hands  with  lulls  and  idols,  and 
defiling  themfelves  with  them ! 

(3.)  For  examination.  Let  us  try  if  we  be  thus  mar- 
ried and  related  to  Chrifl ;  whether  he  be  our  hufband, 
and  we  his  bride  and  fpoufe. 

I  fhall  offer  a  few  marks  whereby  we  may  know  whe- 
ther or  not  we  be  married  unto  this  glorious  hufband ; 
and  they  may  be  drawn  from  the  confideration  of  the 
antecedents,  the  conflituents,  and  the  confequents  of 
this  marriage. 

ly?,  Try  by  the  antecedents  to  the  marriage-contrail:. 
Before  ever  Chrifl  did  cDutrad  with  thee,  didfl  thou  ob- 
ferve  him  courting  thy  foul  before  this  contrail  ?  Here 
is  a  courting.  Nov/,  how  did  Chrift  court  you? 

1.  Did  he  court  you  by  the  aujierity  of  the  la%v^  as 
with  fire  and  fword  ?  Did  he  court  you  by  fuch  a  word 
as  that,  Thou  art  a  curfed  wretch ;  For,  cur  fed  is  every 
one  that  continueth  not  in  all  that  are  written  in  the  hook  of 
the  law  to  do  them  f  Gal.  ii.  1 6.  Did  he  court  you  by 
fuch  a  word  as  that,  Curfed  is  every  one  that  doth  the 
work  of  the  Lord  negUgetitly  f  Did  he  court  you  thus,  by 
the  fpirit  of  bondage,  with  the  terrors  of  God,  as  cloth- 
ed with  vengeance,  telling  thee,  thou  art  an  heir  of  hell 
and  wrath,  a  child  of  the  devil  ?  Did  he  court  thee  fo  as 
thou  waft  furrounded  with  fear  and  trouble  ? 

2.  Did  he  court  thee  as  by  the  aufterity  of  the  law; 
fo  by  \\\c  fweetnefs  of  the  gofpel^  when  he  faw  thee  cafl 
dov^^n,  when  he  faw  thee  a  poor  heavy  laden  finner, 
like  to  be  cruflied  under  thy  weights  ?  Did  he  then 
court  you  with  fuch  a  word  as  that.  Come  unto  rne^  all  ys 
that  labour  and  are  heavy  laderi^  and  I  zvill  give  you  rejt^ 
Matth.  xi.  28. ;  or  v/ith  fuch  a  word  as  that,  Ho^  every 
one  that  thirfteth^  come  to  the  waters  ;  he  that  hath  no 
money  ^  come  ;  buy  wine  and  milk  withoict  7noney  and  with- 
out price  ^  Ifa.  Iv.  I.  Flee  to  your  fir  org  holds  ^  ye  prifoners 
of  hope.     Did  he  thus  court  you  with  the  gofpel-oflerf 

3.  Did  he  court  you  by  his  love-letters  f  This  is  ano- 
ther  antecedent  of  the  contradf.     Got  you  ever  a  love- 
letter 
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^etter  fent  from  Chrift  out  of  heaven  ?  But  you  will  fay^ 
What  is  the  love-letter?  even  the  Bible;  Search  the 
fcriptures,  thefe  are  they  that  tejiify  me^  John  v.  39.  Here 
there  are  the  declarations  of  the  love  of  Chrifl  to  thy 
foul :  here  there  are  iove-promifes  in  thefe  letters,  that 
fhall  be  yours.  There  is  a  love-covenant  in  thefe  let- 
ters. -  Have  you  read  and  pondered  them  ?  And  can 
you  fay  that  Chrifl  fpake  them  in  to  your  heart  ?  If  it 
be  a  text  that  was  preached  upon,  or  if  it  be  a  fmgle 
w^ord,  O  Chrifl  dropt  that  into  my  heart !  and  I  think 
it  will  go  with  me  to  my  death-bed,  it  came  with  fuch 
life  and  power.  In  a  word,  Got  you  any  gifts  before 
the  marriage-contract,  fuch  as  the  gift  of  true  convidi- 
on,  fuch  as  the  gift  of  heart-contrition,  the  gift  of  real 
humiliation,  the  gift  of  felf-denial,  the  gift  of  faith  ? 
Thefe  are  given,  fome  before,  fome  at  the  contraQ:. 
idly^  Try  by  the  conjlituents  of  the  marriage. 

1.  If  this  marriage  be  made  up  betwixt  Chrifl  and 
thee,  then  thou  hafl  put  away  all  lovers  befides  Chriil ; 
the  right  hand  will  be  cut  off,  the  right  eye  put  out ; 
you  will  be  divorced  from  all  other  hufbands,  particu- 
larly from  the  law  ;  ye  mud  be  aead  to  the  law,  that  ye 
may  be  married  to  another  hufband,  even  to  Chriil:. 
But  you  will  fay.  What  is  it  to  be  dead  to  the  law  ?  I 
anfwer.  It  is  not  to  lay  it  afide  as  the  rule  of  obedience; 
for  the  law  fliall  flill  be  the  rule  and  flandard  of  the  be- 
liever's obedience,  Hfe,  and  converfation  :  but  to  be 
dead  to  the  law,  is  to  be  fenfible  that  the  law  cannot 
fave  us  as  a  covenant  of  works.  It  is  to  difclaim  all 
hopes  of  being  juflified  by  the  law,  or  by  our  works 
or  obedience  to  it.  I  fee  Chrifl,  the  glorious  hufband, 
hath  brought  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  anfwering 
the  law  fully :  this  is  the  garment  I  mufl  put  on,  and 
cafl  off  my  old  filthy  rags. 

2.  Hafl  thou  given  a  cordial  confent  upon  the  contracl- 
day  ?  Can  you  fay  you  was  enabled  to  take  him,  as  the 
Pfalmifl,  0  my  foul^  thou  hajl  fald  unto  the  Lord^  thou 
art  my  Lord ;  and  thou  art  my  God,  my  Head,  my 
Hufband  ?  Have  you  given  a  rational  conftnt  to  it  ?  yea, 
a  faperrational  and  fiipernatural  confent  ?  a  deliberate, 
chafle,  flayed,  folemn,  peremptory  confent  ?  Did  you 

fay 
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fay  it  with  faith,  and  with  an  air  of  heaven,  that  he 
Was  yours,  and  fhall  be  fo  for  ever  ?  It  is  true,  perfons 
may  be  matched  to  Chrifl  who  cannot  condefcend  on  the 
precife  time :  the  Spirit  may  work  many  times  fome  way 
that  we  cannot  know ;  yet  it  is  his  ordinary  way  with 
his  bride,  after  many  tonings,  to  break  in  with  ravllhmg, 
conquering  fweetnefs,  to  draw  forth  her  foul  to  a  folemii 
remarkable  clofmg  with  him,  and  confenting  to  him. 
Have  you  then  been  engaged  to  make  over  yourfelf  to 
the  bridegroom,  by  an  unreferved  relignation  of  your- 
felf to  him,  that  you  will  not  only  take  him  wholly,  and 
for  ever,  for  holinefs  and  happinefs,  for  light  and  liie, 
for  grace  and  glory,  but  alfo  make  over  yourfelf  to  him, 
foul  and  body,  whatever  you  are,  whatever  you  have 
been  ?  Have  you  been  thus  made  to  yield  yourielves  un- 
to the  Lord  ?  Are  you  one  with  him?  Have  you  one 
Spirit  with  him  ?  Are  you  of  one  faith  with  him,  of  one 
•way  with  him,  endeavouring  to  walk  as  he  walked? 
He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirlt^   i  Cor.  iv.  17. 

3.  Can  you  fay,  that,  upon  the  marriage-day,  you  got 
a  marriage-gift  from  the  Bridegroom?  Among  the  Jews, 
the  bridegroom  was  to  give  a  marriage-gift  to  his  bride : 
Now,  what  gift  got  you  on  this  marriage-day  ?  Can  you 
fay,  indeed  I  got  the  wedding-garment ;  he  clothed  me 
with  his  righteoufnefs,  which  he  fpan  out  of  his  own 
bowels,  weaved  with  his  own  hands,  and  dyed  with  his 
owm  blood ;  and  thus  all  my  guilt  is  covered,  the  curfe 
is  done  away  ?  This  is  indeed  what  few  get ;  yet  fome 
have  been,  and  are  able  to  fay,  I  am  delivered  from  the 
wrath  to  come ;  and  there  is  no  condemnation  to  me  ; 
and  on  fuch  a  time  I  got  alfo  an  ornament  of  the  graces 
with  the  Spirit,  which  I  wear  as  jewels,  T;iz.  faith,  love, 
obedience,  patience,  humility  ;  and  I  got  the  promlfe  of 
an  hundred-fold  here,  and  I  am  expefting  more  gifts 
yet,  before  the  marriage  be  confummate  ;  I  am  expec- 
ting more  ailurance,  I  live  in  the  hope  of  glory ;  I  expect 
a  fealed  pardon  of  all  my  fms,  and  I  look  to  get  the  ear- 
nsil  of  the  Spirit,  and  more  every  day. 

4.  Another  conftituent  of  this  marriage-contrafi  is^ 
the  bride,  on  that  day,  puts  ojT one  vail,  and  puis  on  an- 
other. This  was  th^  Jewiih  cuilom,  the  brides  put  off  the 

V  o  L.  I,  X  vail 
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vail  of  haHifulncfs,  and  put  on  the  vail  of  fubjedlion. 
Chrill's  bride,  before  the  marriage,  cannot  look  the 
Bridegroom  in  the  face,  is  afliamed  to  look  upon  him ; 
but  (he  is  made  to  put  off  this  vail  in  the  prefence  of  her 
former  lovers,  and  to  take  Chrifl  by  the  hand,  and 
tlien  fhe  puts  on  the  vail  of  fubjedion,  whereby  fhe 
promifcs,  in  his  (Irength,  to  fubjed  hcrfelf  to  her  huf- 
band's  will.  Have  we  thus  promifed  to  be  obedient  to 
his  commands,  in  his  own  flrength,  whatever  he  in- 
joins  us  to  do  or  fuffer  ? 

3(i/y,  Try  by  the  confequents  of  this  marriage.  Would 
you  know  if  there  has  been  a  contrad  betwixt  Chrifl 
and  you  1  Try  then  by  the  immediate  confequents. 

1 .  Did  you  fee  the  King  in  his  beauty,  and  fuch  a 
glory  and  excellency  in  him  as  could  not  be  paralleled 
by  all  the  glory  of  ten  thoufand  worlds  ? 

2.  What  was  your  converfe  with  him  on  the  contra^t- 
'day  ?  Can  you  fay,  he  embraced  me  in  his  arms,  and  I 
embraced  him  in  my  heart,  and  there  was  fweet  com- 
munion and  fellowfhip  betwixt  him  and  me  ^. 

3.  Waft  thou  crowned  in  the  marriage-day,  fo  as 
thou  waft  knovv^n  by  others,  as  it  were,  to  be  the  bride 
of  Chrift  ?  The  Jews,  they  not  only  crowned  the  bride- 
groom, but  the  bride  alfo.  You  fee  what  the  crown  is 
that  Chrift's  bride  ftiould  have,  Rev.  xii.  i .  "There  ap- 
peared a  great  wonder  in  heaven.^  a  woman  clothed  with 
the  fun  ^  and  the  moon  under  her  feet  ^  and  on  her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  fiars.  The  bride  of  Chrift  is  crowned 
with  the  doctrine  of  the  twelve  apoftles. 

4.  The  bride  of  Chrift  keeps  at  home,  and  delights 
in  the  bride-chamber.  This  is  her  delight  all  the  days 
of  her  life,  to  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord^  to  behold 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord^  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple.  Or- 
dinances will  be  fweet,  being  the  galleries  wherein  the 
King  is  held. 

II.  Try  by  the  qualities  and  duties  of  the  bride,  which 
are  alfo  the  confequents  to  this  marriage. 

I.  If  you  be  Chrift's  bride,  then  you  will  love  the 
bridegroom.  Love  is  what  every  wife  owes  to  her 
huiband  ;  much  more  doth  the  believer  owe  it  to  Chrift, 
who  hath  exprclied  far  more  love  to  this  bride  than  e- 
»  ever 
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ver  a  hufband  did  to  a  wife  ;  he  loved  her^  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  her*     He  Ihed  the  hotted  blood  of  his  heart  to 
fave  and  redeem  her.     You  will  love  him  with  a  love 
of  defire  ;  with  7ny  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night  : 
with  a  love  of  delight ;    jny  meditation  of  him  fhaii  he 
fweet :  with  a  love  of  benevolence,  williing  well  to  his 
intereft  ;  if  I  forget  thee^  0  Jerufalem^  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning  ;  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouthy  if  I  prefer  not  thee  to  my  chief  eft  joy  ^  Pfal.  cxxvii.  5, 6. 
They  that  habitually  love  hufband,  wife,  children,  rich- 
es, or  any  thing  more  than  Chrift,  have  no  reafon  to 
think  that  they  are  matched  with  them. 

2.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrifl,  we  will  trufv  in  and 
depend  on  our  hufband.  In  whom  can  a  wite  truft,  if 
not  in  her  hufband  ?  The  believer  reils  on  Chriit  for 
grace  and  glory ;  and  commits  all  to  him,  ventures  all 
on  him,  and  exped:s  all  from  him.  The  foul  t4i2t  is  e- 
fpoufed  to  Chrift,  looks  on  the  infinite  virtue  of  his 
blood,  the  infinite  efficacy  of  his  Spirit,  the  infinite  ful- 
nefs  of  his  grace,  the  infinite  dimenfions  of  his  love, 
the  infinite  faithfulnefs  of  his  promife :  in  ail  this  he  fees 
an  infinite  ground  of  hope,  and  thereupon  he  ventures, 
and  rolls  all  on  him.  Here,  he  fays,  I  will  ftay  and 
reft,  here  I  will  build,  here  I  am  refolved  to  ftay,  here 
I  am  refolved  to  live  and  die. 

3.  If  we  be  married  to  Chrift,  we  will  have  a  %eal 
for  his  glory.     Some  facrifice  Chrift's  intereft  to  their 

own  honour  ;  but  the  believer  fays,  Let  my  Mafter  in- 
creafe,  and  me  decreafe.  Though  my  name  Ihould  ne- 
ver be  heard  of  in  the  world,  let  Chriif  be  exalted.  O, 
fays  Chrift's  bride,  1  would  have  all  the  world  coming 
and  adoring  him !  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  love 
him  !  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  praife  him  1  Efpe- 
cially  when  Ihe  is  under  any  lively  influence,  O  then, 
fays  ihe,  if  the  greateft  enemies  knew  what  v/ere  in 
our  Lord,  they  would  come  and  join  with  him,  as  I 
have  done  ! 

4.  The  bride  of  Chrift  cannot  live  without  him.  An 
honeft  wife  will  be  hard  put  to  it,  to  live  many  years 
without  her  hufband.  O  it  is  fometimes  like  a  hell  to 
her  to  mifs  Chrift  in  ordinances  !  O  the  fore  moans  and 

X  2  heavy 
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heavy  groans  of  the  deferted  foul,  that  has  had  the  ex- 
perience of  the  fweetnefs  of  Chri(t !  0  that  I  knew  where 
I  might  find  him  !  thai  I  might  come  even  to  his  feat ! 
Job  xxiii.  3.     0  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months  p aft ! 

5.  If  you  be  Chrifl's  bride,  you  will  be  longing  fome- 
times  for  his  fecond  coming  ;  lefs  or  more  you  will  de- 
fn-e  the  day  of  judgment,  and  long  for  his  appearance. 
The  epilogue  of  all  the  fpoufe's  fweet  difcourfes  is,  Make 
hafte^  my  Beloved^  he  thou  like  a  roe^  or  a  young  hart^  on 
the  mountains  of  Bether^  till  the  day  break^  and  the 
jhadows  fiy  away.  And  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
Bible  is,  Cow.e^  Lord  Jefus^  come  quickly^  Rev.  xxii.  20. 
Can  you  fay  you  have  longed  for  his  coming  ?  I  fee  the 
devil  reigns  here,  corruption  reigns  here,  and  never 
will  things  be  right  till  he  come  again  in  the  clouds, 
and  fet  heaven  and  earth  in  a  flame,  when  thefe  nuptial 
folemnities  fhall  begin  to  be  celebrated,  and  the  mar- 
riage folemnized  while  eternity  lails. 

6.  If  there  has  been  a  marriage  betwixt  Chrill  and 
your  fouls,  then  readily  you  have  fome  of  the  love-to- 
kens to  prefent ;  I  mean,  fome  experiences  and  fome 
expreflions  of  his  covenant -love :  you  can  tell,  that, 
fome  time  or  other,  he  brought  you  to  the  banquetting- 
houfe,  and  difplayed  a  banner  of  love  over  you.  Some- 
time he  hath  enlarged  your  foul  with  ardent  and  long- 
ing defires  after  him,  and  fatisiied  you  with  the  fat- 
nefs  of  his  houfe.  The  foul  that  is  really  efpoufed  to 
Clirill,  will  readily  have  fome  experiences  of  his  love  to 
tell  of. 

7.  The  fpoufe  of  Chrifl  is  a  chafie  fpoufe.  Idols  ne- 
ver get  her  heart  as  before  ;  though  now  and  then  fhe 
may  give  a  fquint  look,  yet  idols  never  have  that  force 
and  room  in  her  afFeclions  once  they  had  ;  fhe  is  afraid 
of  doing  any  thing  that  may  be  difpleahng  and  diilio- 
nouring  to  him  :  hence  we  will  find  the  fpoufe  of  Chrifl 
breaching  out  earnefl  defires  and  requefts  to  God,  to 
be  kept  and  led  in  the  way  of  righteoufiiefs  ;  0  that  my 
ways  were  direfled  to  keep  thy  ftatutes^  Pfalm  cxix.  5. 
Hence  (lie  groans  up  her  cafe.  0  wretched  one  that  I  am! 
who  fball  deliver  me  from  this  body  cf  fin  and  death ! 
Rom,  vii.  za. 

8.  If 
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8.  If  we  be  Chrifl's  bride,  we  will  be  a  fruitful  bride. 
Let  us  try ;  have  we  never  a  child  of  good  works,  or 
of  grace  ?  Thy  belly ^  fays  Chrift  to  the  fpoufe,  is  as  an 
heap  of  wheats  Song  vii.  2.  You  know  wheat  is  very 
fruitful ;  the  barren  foul  that  never  loved,  never  morti- 
fied, never  repented,  never  gave  alms,  never  appeared 
for  God  ;  that  barren  foul  is  not  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  ; 
for  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift  is  fruitful. — Thus  much  by  way 
of  trial. 

^thly^  For  exhortation.  Is  there  a  fpiritual  marriage 
betwixt  Chrift  and  behevers  ?  O  then  !  ftiall  we  not  be 
perfuaded  to  come  and  clofe  with  Chrift  for  our  huft^and, 
and  take  our  Maker  for  our  huft:and,  our  God  for  our 
huft)and  ?  If  we  be  ambitious,  here  is  the  top  of  ambi- 
tion, Jefus  Chrift  ;  if  we  be  covetous,  here  is  the  true 
riches ;  whatever  we  are,  whatever  we  have  been,  if 
we  come  to  him,  he  will  in  no  ways  caft  us  out :  it  is 
true,  we  cannot  come  of  ourfelves,  but  let  us  cry^ 
Lord,  if  I  die,  I  ftiall  be  hurried  under  the  mercy-feat, 
praying,  weeping,  looking,  as  I  can,  and  go  to  hell 
with  Chrift  in  my  heart  as  much  as  I  can.  Come  to 
him,  and  he  will  overcome  your  impotency ;  lay  your 
cafe  before  him,  faying,  Lord,  I  am  a  wretched  one  in 
the  higheft  degree ;  Lord,  here  is  a  great  offer  made, 
I  have  no  heart  to  it ;  O  come  and  give  a  difcovery  of 
a  loft  ftate,  and  of  thy  excellent  glory.  O  draw  out  my 
heart,  and  let  me  die  upon  the  fpot,  rather  than  rejed 
Chrift  for  ever ! 

Many  motives  might  be  adduced  ;  confider  only, 

I.  The  lovelinefs  and  beauty  of  Chrift.  His  beauty 
is  univerfal ;  he  is  lovely  in  his  perfon,  lovely  in  his  na- 
tures, lovely  in  his  offices,  lovely  in  his  eftates  of  hu- 
miliation and  exaltation,  lovely  in  all  his  relations  ;  his 
beauty  is  transforming,  it  will  make  the  bride  comely 
alfo ;  it  is  communicative,  the  bride  is  made  comely 
through  his  comelinefs.  When  we  fpeak  of  the  comelinefs 
of  Chrift,  we  ffiould  let  angels  and  faints  above,  that 
have  the  more  immediate  intuition  of  the  radiant  fplen- 
dor  of  this  bleffed  objed,  go  forth  to  declare  his  glory. 
Every  thing  in  him  is  lovely,  and  nothing  is  lovely  with- 
out him,  nothing  is  lovely  but  what  proceeds  from  him, 

be 
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and  goes  to  him  ;  he  is  fo  lovely,  that  he  cannot  poflibly 
be  otherwife  :  he  is  the  primary,  original,  and  neceffary 
lovelinefs. 

2.  Coniider,  as  he  is  lovely,  fo  he  is  loving ;  his  love  c 
is  infinite,  eternal,  free,  diftinguifhing,  effectual ;  ne- 
ver man  loved  like  him.     O  how  many  foldings  are  in 
this  love,  as  can  never  be  unfolded  ? 

3.  Confider,  if  we  clofe  with  Chrifl  we  will  give  him 
a  glad  heart ;  his  heart  is  glad  in  that  day,  w^hen  he 
takes  a  poor  fmner  by  the  hand  ;  the  day  of  his  efpou- 
fals  is  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.  How  many 
times  have  we  grieved  him  by  our  hypocrify,  and  for- 
mality, and  backwardnefs  ?  And  would  we  now  give 
him  a  glad  heart,  for  all  the  grieved  hearts  we  have 
given  him  ?  then  let  us  embrace  him  as  offered  in  the 
gofpel,  and  then  he  will  be  glad.  Why  ?  then  he  will 
fee  the  fruit  of  election,  the  fruit  of  redemption,  the 
fruit  of  his  death,  the  fruit  of  his  refurredion,  the  fruit 
of  his  afcenfion,  the  fruit  of  his  interceffion :  then  he 
gets  back  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ;  the  loll  flieep 
is  found  again  :  then  he  gets  back  the  member  of  his 
own  body. 

I  might  give  fome thing  by  way  of  diredion.  You 
may  fay,  What  iliall  I  do  then,  that  I  may  be  married 
unto  Chrifl  ? 

In  one  word,  if  you  would  have  Chrifl  for  your  huf- 
band,  O  then  entertain  his  fuit,  and  hearken  to  his 
wooing  and  courting  motions !  Is  he  darting  light  into 
your  hearts,  and  letting  you  fee  the  evil  of  fome  fm 
that  formerly  ye  delighted  in?  O  do  not  refifl  his  fuit, 

by  continuing  in  fm  after  this  ! Is  he  flrengthening 

that  light  fo  as  to  fet  confcience  on  fire  with  the  fenfe 
of  fm,  and  apprehenfion  of  wrath  ?  O  quench  not  this 
fire  till  you  get  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation  !  o- 

therwlfe  ye  rejeQ  his  fuit. Is  he  carrying  his  fuit 

farther,  and  llirring  up  your  affedions  to  defire  after 
Chrifl !  O  quench  not  this  motion  !  but  cry  to  him  to 
fallen  the  nail  fare,  and  carry  on  the  work,  till  the  mar- 
riage be  compleated. 

Now,  I  might  give  a  word  of  exhortation  alfo  to  them 
that  are  married  and  efpoufed  to  Chrifl. 

All 
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All  I  fhall  fay  is  this ;  O  let  Chrift's  bride  live  on 
him,  and  take  all  from  him  !  as  a  poor  woman  married 
to  a  rich  man,  flie  lives  upon  his  riches.  Many  are 
ready  to  fay,  That  if  Chrifl  would  call  us  his  bride,  we 
would  live  on  ourfelves ;  we  would  pray,  repent,  be- 
lieve, &c, ;  but  the  bride  of  Chrifl  muft  get  all  thefe 
things  in  him,  and  take  all  from  him,  and  live  wholly 
on  him,  and  freely  on  him.  When  Jofeph's  brethren 
did  not  know  him,  they  were  buying  and  felling  with 
him,  they  would  have  nothing  from  him  without  mo- 
ney ;  but  when  they  knew  that  he  was  a  brother,  for 
all  the  offences  that  they  had  done  him,  they  were  con- 
tent to  come  down  every  man  of  them,  and  take  all 
from  him  for  nothing :  this  is  the  way  you  mufl  do  with 
Chrifl,  when  matched  to  him ;  we  mufl  not,  with  the 
legalift,  have  repentance  and  duties  of  our  own,  we 
mufl  take  all  from  him,  who  is  the  repofitory  of  all  di- 
vine fulnefs,  whereof  the  believer's  part  is,  out  of  that 
fulnefs,  to  receive  grace  for  grace. 
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Christ  the  Teoples  Covenant 

Isaiah  xlii.  6. 
-"^  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  >, — 

MY  dear  friends,  if  your  ears  be  open,  there  are 
three  things  that  you  may  hear  this  day, 

1 .  You  may  hear  what  nimijiers  will  fay ;  but  that  is 
a  matter  of  fmall  moment ;  and  it  is  but  a  poor  errand, 
if  you  be  only  come  to  hear  what  a  poor  mortal,  fmful 
fellow-creature  will  fay  to  you.  Little  matter  what  we 
fay,  if  God  himfelf  do  not  fpeak  in  to  your  hearts. 
Therefore, 

2.  You  may  hear  what  Qod  fays  to  you  :  this  is  mat- 
ter of  great  moment ;  for  God's  fpeaking  can  make  us 
both  hear  and  live,  though  we  were  as  dead  as  ftocks, 
or  ftones.  He  fpake  the  old  creation  out  of  nothing, 
and  he  can  fpeak  a  new  creation  out  of  us,  who  arc 
worfe  than  nothing.  Indeed  it  will  be  a  wonder,  if  he 
do  not  fpeak  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs  unto  us, 
becaufe  of  our  fms ;  and  really  if  he  fpeak  to  us  out  of 
Chrift,  it  will  be  dreadful.     Therefore, 

3*  You  may  come  to  hear  what  God  fays  to  Chrift^ 
and  this  is  the  greateft  moment  of  all.  To  hear  what 
minifters  fay  to  the  congregation,  is  a  little  thing  ;  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  you,  is  a  great  thing ;  but  to 
hear  what  God  fays  to  Chrift,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
things  that  can  be  heard.  God  in  his  word  fpeaks  to 
the  fons  of  men,  and  perhaps  you  have  noticed  that.  But 

*  This  was  an  A6lion-Sermon,  preached  immediately  before  the 
celebration  of  the  Lord's  flipper,  at  Dunfermline,  Auguft  19. 
1722.  To  which  is  annexed,  The  Subftance  of  fome  Difcourfes, 
after  the  Sacrament,  upon  the  fame  fubje6t.  The  after-enlarge- 
ments on  this  fiihje(5l,  were  moftly  placed  under  there  refpeclive  ge- 
neral heads  of  method.— This  piece  hus  already  undergone  nin« 
Editions. 

he 
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he  fpeaks  alfo  to  the  Son  of  God,  to  his  eternal  Son  ;  and 
perhaps  that  is  what  you  have  httle  noticed  to  this  day. 
Why,  what  fays  he  to  Chrill  ?  Is  it  any  thingthat  we  the 
people  are  concerned  w^ith  ?  Yes,  what  he  fays  to  Chrid 
is  of  the  greateft  concern  to  us,  and  it  is  this,  I  will  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  O,  might  the  great  and 
eternal  Father  fay  to  his  great  and  eternal  Son,  who  is 
one  God  with  him  and  the  eternal  Spirit,  behold  there 
is  a  company  of  people  meeting  in  Dunfermline  about  a 
communion-table,  with  a  view  to  the  fealing  of  the  co- 
venant ;  but  their  work  will  be  to  little  purpofe,  if  they 
view  not  thee,  my  beloved  Son,  to  be  the  fpring,  the 
fpirit,  the  life,  the  all  of  the  covenant :  their  covenant 
will  be  but  a  poor  bargain  without  thee  ;  and  there- 
for, Behold^  I  wilLgive  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ! 
O  a  fweet  faying  as  ever  was  faid  in  the  world  !  and  no 
wonder,  for  it  is  a  part  of  a  fermon  whereof  God  him- 
felf  is  the  Preacher,  and  Chrifl  is  the  text,  and  the 
Spirit  is  the  voice  that  conveys  it.  If  we  had  much  of 
this  Spirit  with  us,  we  might  fee  how  fweetly  this  glo- 
rious Preacher  handles  this  wonderful  text,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter  :  O  how  fweetly  does  he  fpeak 
of  him  in  the  iirll  four  verfes !  and  how  fweetly  does  he 
fpeak  to  him  from  the  fifth  verfe  and  downward ! 

I .  How  fweetly  does  he  fpeak  of  him  f  Behold  my  fer* 
vayit  ivhom  I  uphold^  mine  eled  in  whu7n  tny  foul  delight-^ 
eth^  etc.  That  Chrifl  is  the  fubjeft  here  treated  of, 
you  need  not  queftion,  if  you  compare  this  firfl  verfe 
with  Matth.  xii.  i8.  where  Chrifl  expreily  applies  it  to 
himfelf:  and  now,  when  the  Father  here  fpeaks  of 
Chrifl,  every  word  is  a  vv^ord  of  commendation  ;  he 
commends  him  for  a  good  fervant  in  his  mediatory 
work.  Behold  ?uy  fervant  whom  I  uphold ;  wine  elcSi,  in 
whom  my  foul  delighteih  :  He  commends  him  for  a  zvelU 
qualified  Saviour  ;  /  have  put  my  fpirit  upon  Inm^  and  he- 
fhallbrin^  forth  judgement  to  the  Gentiles  :  He  commends 
him  for  a  7neek  Saviour  ;  He  Jhall  not  cry,  nor  iTtt  up, 
nor  can fe  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  freet,  ver,  2.:  He 
commends  him  for  a  t^^nder-hearted  Saviour  ;  ^A  hruifed 
reed  foall  he  not  break,  and  the  fnoklng  flax  fhall  he  not 

Vol,  L  Y  quench ^ 
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quench  ;  he  fJ:.ul  bring  forth  jiidgmnt  unto  triithy  ver.  3.: 
He  commends  him  for  an  able  Saviour,  that  will  go 
through  with  his  work,  maugre  all  impediments  ;  He 
jhall  not  fa'il^  nor  he  difcouraged^  till  he  have  Jet  judge- 
ment  in  the  earthy  ver.  4. ;  and  the  ijles  jhall  wait  for 
his  law ;  the  ifle  of  Britain  not  excepted,  and  not  for- 
getting Scotland  in  the  north-end  of  it. 

2.  Howfweej:iy  does  he  fpeak  to  him^  from  ver.  5,  6.  ? 
And  here  notice  both  the  divine  preface  to  this  part  of 
the  fermon,  and  then  the  divine  difcourfe. 

(i.)  ^Y\ic  preface^  fliewing  the  glorious  dignity  of  the 
Preacher,  ver.  5.  'Thus  faith  the  Lord.  Here  the  glo- 
rious Jehovah  is  commending  himfelf,  as  it  well  be- 
comes him,  and  none  but  him  to  do.  Who  is  it  that 
is  fpeaking  ?  It  is  the  Lord,  the  great  Lord  of  heaven, 
earth,  and  mankind  :  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  the  heavens 
that  is  fpeaking  ;  he  that  fpread  forth  the  earth,  and 
that  which  cometh  out  of  it :  it  is  the  Lord  of  all  man- 
kind that  is  fpeaking ;  he  that  gives  breath  unto  the 
people  upon  it,  and  fpirit  to  them  that  dv/ell  therein. — 
Why  then,  he  is  the  God  that  hath  authority  to  make 
the  following  covenant  with  the  Mefliah,  and  give  a 
eommiffion  to  him.     Therefore, 

(2.)  Notice  the  divine  difcourfe  itfelf,  and  what  he  fays 
to  Chrifl:,  ver.  6.  /  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righte- 
Gufnefs^  and  will  hold  thine  hand^  and  will  keep  thee^  and 
'^ive  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^  etc.  He  had  fpoken 
fweetly  of  him,  and  here  he  fpeaks  as  fwxetly  to  him : 
and  in  this  fpeech  is  opened  up  to  us  the  great  myfiery 
or  the  covenant  of  redemption  betwixt  the  Father  and 
the  Son  from  eternity  ;  and  the  opening  thereof  in  time 
makes  it  a  covenant  of  grace  to  us.  And  here  we  may 
fee  feveral  parts  of  the  indenture  he  binds  and  obliges 
himfelf  unto. 

The  flrft  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  /  have  called  thee 
in  right eoifncfs.  Here  is  the  vocation  ;  he  takes  not 
this  oihce  of  being  Mediator  upon  him,  without  being 
called  thereto  ;  and  God  called  him  thereto  in  righte- 
oufncfs  :  he  was  rightly  called  ;  for  the  right  of  re- 
demption fell  into  his  hand  :  he  was  rightly  called  ;  for 
he  was  able  for  the  work,  and  fit  for  it ;  he  w^as  right- 
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ly  called ;  for  he  was  willing  to  the  work,  and  volun- 
tarily offered  himfelf,  Lo,  /  come  ;—I  delight  to  do  thy 
ivill-i  0  my  God :  He  was  rightly  called  ;  for  as  God  did 
him  no  wrong,  fo  he  did  himfelf  right,  and  provided 
for  the  glory  of  all  his  perfedions  in  this  way. 

Thtfecond  piece  of  the  indenture  is,  /  will  hold  thijie 
hand ;  that  is  another  thing  he  fays  to  him:  go,  fays 
he,  and  I  will  hold  thee  by  the  hand  all  the  way  ;  I  will 
bear  the  expences  of  that  hard  fervice  :  Chrift  goes  this 
warfare  on  God's  charges ;  he  bears  equal  burden  in 
the  work  of  our  redemption.  We  mifplace  our  love, 
if  we  love  not  the  Father  as  well  as  the  Son  :  the  three 
glorious  perfons  of  the  adorable  Trinity  had  all  one  will 
to  it,  and  they  go  hand  in  hand  about  it ;  /  luill  hold 
thine  hand. 

The  third  piece  of  the  indenture,  or  the  other  thing 
he  fays  to  Chrift,  is,  I  will  keep  thee  ;  I,  fays  the  great 
Jehovah  to  the  God-man  Mediator,  I  will  keep  thee, 
when  the  fms  of  an  eled  world  fliall  all  meet  upon  thee ; 
when  the  curfes  of  the  law,  the  terrour  of  juftice,  the 
vengeance  of  heaven,  and  the  fury  of  earth  Ihall  invade 
and  incompafs  thee,  I  will  keep  and  preferve  thee,  and 
make  all  thefe  red-feas  to  divide  and  make  way  for  thee 
to  pafs  through  triumphantly. 

The  fourth  piece  of  the  indenture  is  in  the  words  of  * 
our  text,  and  it  is  one  of  the  great  and  glorious  things 
he  fays  to  Chrift  ;  /  %vill  give  thee  for  a  covenant  uf  the 
-people^  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  etc.  Whatever  be  their 
malady,  I  will  give  thee  to  be  a  fuitable  remedy.  Have 
they  broken  covenant  ?  I  will  give  thee  to  be  a  better 
covenant.  But  what  of  that,  while  they  are  ignorant  ? 
Why  then,  /  will  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles* 
But  what  though  they  have  light,  if  they  have  not  fight 
too  ?  for  a  blind  man  hath  no  benefit  of  the  fun  ;  why 
then  /  will  give  thee  to  open  the  blind  eyes.  But  wfiat 
though  they  have  both  light  and  fight,  if  they  be  ftiil 
in  a  dark  prifon,  bound  and  fettered  there  ?  Why,  1 
will  give  thee  for  this  end.  To  bring  out  the  prifoners 
from  the  prifon^  and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the 
prifon-houfe,  O  but  thefe  are  fweet  promifes  made  to 
Chrift,  and  in  him  to  us ;  and  the  leading  one,   that 

Y  %  ccm- 
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comprehends  the  reft,  is  in  thefe  words,  /  will  give  thee 

for  a  covenant  of  the  people, Where,  without  critical 

divifion,  you  may  notice  thefe  two  things,  i.  The 
gracious  defignation  and  title  that  Chrift  bears,  a  cove^ 
iiant  of  the  people,  2,  His  glorious  ordinance  and  ap- 
pointment thereto,  /  will  give  thee  for  that  end. 

1 .  The  glorious  defignation  and  title  of  honour  that  he 
bears ;  he  is  called,  a  covenant  of  the  people  :  and  here 
he  is  difcribed  by  -his  relation  to  the  covenant,  and  by 
his  relation  to  us  by  this  means.  His  relation  to  the 
covenant  is  fuch,  that  he  is  defigncd,  the  covenant  it- 
felf ;  he  is  the  head  and  heart  of  the  covenant ;  he  is 
the  foundation  and  cap-flone  of  the  covenant ;  the 
bottom  and  top  of  the  covenant ;  the  Alpha  and  Ome- 
ga of  the  covenant;  the  firil  and  the  lall  letter  of  the 
covenant ;  the  all  in  all  of  the  covenant.  The  firft  co- 
venant-head brake  and  fell ;  and  he  falling,  all  his  feed 
fell.  The  fecond  covenant-head  ftands  ;  and  he  ftand- 
ing,  all  his  feed  ftand  in  him  ;  My  covenant  fJmll  ftand 

fajl  in  him, — Again,  his  relation  to  us  by  this  means. 
To  whom  is  he  a  covenant  ?  Even  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  of  the  Gentiles.  O  good  new^s  to  us  poor  Gen- 
tiles 1 

2.  His  glorious  ordination  and  appoint?nent  unto  this 
bufmefs  ;  /  will  give  thee  •  and  here  alfo  every  word 
hath  fome  glory  in  it.  Here  is  the  glorious  perfon  or- 
daining him,  in  the  pronoun  /;  I  Jehovah  do  it:  here 
is  the  glorious  perfon  ordained^  in  the  pronoun  thee  ; 
/  will  give  THEE  :  here  is  the  glorious  manner  of  the 
ordination,  it  is  by  way  of  free  and  gratuitous  gift;  / 
will  GIVE  thee :  and  here  is  the  glorious  reafon  and  mov- 
ing caufe  of  the  whole,  even  the  fovereign  will  of  God ; 
/  WILL  give  thee.  But  the  further  explication  of  thefe 
particulars,  1  refer  to  the  profecution  of  the  doclrine. 

Observ.  Thatj  by  divine  ordination^  Chrift  is  the  co- 
venant of  the  people. 

The  only  fcripture  I  name  for  the  confirmation,    is 
-  Ifa.  xlix.  8.      T bus  faith  the  Lord,  in  an  acceptable  time 
have  I  heard  thee  ;  and  in  a  day  of  falvation  have  I  help- 
ed thee  :  and  I  -will preferve  thee,  and  ftve  thee  for  a  co- 
venant 
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'venant  of  the  people,  to  eftahhfh  the  earth,  to  caufe  to  hi- 
her  it  the  ciefolate  heritages.  Where  you  fee  the  vifion  is 
doubled,  becaufe  it  is  true. 

The  method  I  would  endeavour,  through  grace,  to 
follow,  is, 

I.  To  oiFer  fomc  remarks  concerning  the  covenant 
in  general. 

II.  Shew  how  Chriil  is  the  covenant,  and  in  what  re- 
fpeds  he  bears  that  name. 

III.  Enquire  for  whofe  benefit  he  is  fo  ;  and  thus  fliew 
that  he  is  the  covenant  of  the  people. 

IV.  By  whofe  authority  he  is  fo  ;  and  here  fpeak  of 
his  divine  ordination,  and  being  given  of  God  for 
that  end. 

V.  Offer  fome  reafons  of  the  dodrine,  why  he  is  gi- 
ven to  be  a  covenant,  and  why  a  covenant  of  the 
people. 

VI.  Draw  fome  inferences  for  application. 

I.  Thcfirji  thing  is.  To  offer  fome  remarks  concern- 
ing the  covenant  in  general ;  and  I  confine  them  to 
thefe  four,  which  are  imported  in  the  text  and  dodrine. 

I.  The  firji  remarkable  thing  imported  in  the  text, 
is,  '  That  the  covenant  of  works  is  broken^  and  cannot 
'  fave  us  ;  and  we  are  broken,  and  cannot  fave  our- 
'  felves.'  There  was  a  covenant  of  works  made  with 
the  firfh  Adam  and  his  feed,  before  the  fall ;  and  there- 
in God  was  upon  thefe  terms  with  man,  JDo,  and  Live  ; 
and  if  you  do  not,  you  iliall  die.  In  this  law  of  works, 
there  was  a  precept,  and  a  fandion.  The  precept  is. 
Do  this  ;  that  is,  perform  perfect  and  perfonal  obedience : 
the  fan6:ion  is.  If  thou  do  not^  thou  fait  die  ;  importing, 
that  the  reward  of  obedience  was  eternal  life  ;  'The  man 
that  doth  thefe  things^  fall  live  in  them  :  and  that  the 
punifhment  of  difobedience  was  eternal  death;  The  foul 
thaffinneth  fall  diej  Gen.  ii.  17.  Now,  as  by  the  fall 
of  mankind,  the  precept  of  doing  is  broken,  and  the 
penalty  of  dying  is  incurred,  and  eternal  life  forfeited  ; 
fo  our  falvation  is  impollible  without  a  perfeft  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  a  righteoufnefs  of  obedience,  performing  the  pre* 
cept  of  the  law,  and  fo  intitiing  to  live ;  a  righteouf- 

nef 
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nefs  to  fatisfaclion,  undergoing  the  penalty  of  the  law, 
and  fo  delivering  from  death.  The  former  is  impoffible 
for  us ;  for,  %ve  are  dead  iii  fins  and  trefpajjes^  and  fo 
can  never  perform  any  duty  acceptable  to  God,  far  lefs 
complete  and  perfed:  obedience.  The  latter  is  impoffi- 
\}\c ;  for,  being  both  hnite  and  fmful  creatures,  we  can 
never  give  infinite  and  fnilefs  fatisfa^tion ;  and  fo  we  are 
broken  and  loll:  by  the  breach  of  this  covenant.  There 
are  four  things  upon  this  particular,  that  1  prefume, 
you  all  profefs  to  know ;  namely,  i .  I'he  tenor  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  '  That,  when  God  created  man, 
'  he  entered  into  a  covenant  of  life,  or  works,  with 
'  him,  upon  condition  of  perfecl:  obedience,  forbidding 

*  him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
'  upon  the  pain  of  death.*  2.  The  breach  of  this  cove- 
vant,  '  That  our  nrd  parents,  being  left  to  the  freedom, 
'  of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  eilate  wherein  they 
'  were  created,  by  fmning  againll  God,'  and  particular- 
ly, '  by  eating  the  forbidden  fruit.'  3.  Our  concern  in 
this  original  apoftafy  and  fall  in  Adam,  '  That  the  co- 
'  venant  being  made  with  him,  not  only  for  himfelf, 

*  but  for  his   pofterity,  all  mankind  dcfcending  from 

'  him  by  ordinary  generation,  fmned  in  him,  and  fell . 
'  with  him,  in  his  firll  traufgreffion  :  For  by  one  man  fin 
'  entered  into  the  zvorhl,  and  death  by  fin  ;  and  fo  death 
'  p^Jpd  upon  all  men,  J  or  that  all  have  finnedy  or,  in  whom 

*  all  have  finned.'  4.  The  fatal^  wvful  effeds  of  this 
tall  and  breach  of  the  covenant  of  works ;  namely, 
'  That  by  this  means  w^e  have  fallen  into  a  ftate  of  hn 
'  and  mifery  ;  that  our  ftate  is  a  fmful  ftate,  we  being 

*  guilty  of  Adam's  firft  fm,  wanting  original  righteouf- 
'  ncfs,  and  our  whole  nature  being  corrupted,  whence 

*  proceeds  all  our  actual  hn  ;  and  that  our  ftate  is  a  mi- 

*  ierabie  ftate,  having'loft  communion  with  God,  being 
'  under  his  wrath  and  curfe,  liable  to  all  the  miferies  of 
'  this  life,  to  death  itfelf,  and  the  pains  of  hell  for  ever. 
'  Why  ?  T^be  wages  of  fin  is  deaths  and  we  are  children 
'  of  vjrath  ;  and  curfed  is  e'vcry  one  that  continiieth  not  in 

*  all  things  written  in  the  hook  of  the  law^  to  do  thein,''  It 
may  be,  it  is  long  ftnce  ye  knew  thefe  things  in  your 
catechifms :  but,  O,  how  long  is  it  fmce  you  believed 

them  ? 
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them  ?  or,  do  you  believe  them  yet  ?  Have  you  feen 
your  fall  in  Adam,  and  your  woful,  fmful,  mifcrable 
ilate  by  nature,  through  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of 
works  ?  If  you  were  convinced  of  this,  furely  the  news 
of  another  covenant  would  be  welcome  to  you.  But 
then, 

2.  The  fecond  remarkable  thing,  imported  in  the 
text,  is,  '  That  there  is  a  covenant  of  grace  provided^  for 
'  the  recovery  of  fome,  by  Jefus  Chriil,  from  a  ftate 

*  of  fm  and  death  to  a  ftate  of  righteoufnefs  and  eter- 
'  nal  life;'  or,  you  may  take  it  thus,  '  God  having  out 

*  of  his  mere  good  pleafure,  from  all  eternity,  elecled 
'  fome  to  everlafting  life,  did  enter  into  a  covenant  of 

*  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  eilate  of  fm  and 

*  mifery,  and  to  bring  them  into  an  eftate  of  falvation 

*  by  a  Redeemer.'  Hence  fuch  fcriptual  exprcilions  as 
thefe,  By  grace  ye  are  fa-ved  ; — 7iot  by  ivorks  of  righteouf- 
nefs that  we  have  done  ;-  for  if  there  had  been  a  law^ 
[namely,  of  works]]  which  could  have  given  life^  verily 
righteoufnefs  fhoidd  have  been  by  the  lazv^  Gal.  iii.  2i. 
Now,  this  covenant  of  grace  may  be  confidered,  either 
in  its  original  tranfaction  from  eternity,  or  in  its  aclual 
manifeftation  in  time. 

( I .)  Confider  it  in  its  original  tranfaction  f'om  ciemlfy 
betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son.  God  having  in  his  e- 
ternal  decree  of  permitting  the  fall,  forefeen  tlip  rum  of 
mankind  by  the  breach  and  violation  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  graciouily  purpofcd  not  to  proceed  againft  all 
mankind,  according  to  the  demerit  of  their  tranfgrefu- 
on,  in  the  execution  of  that  death  upon  them  wlilcb 
that  covenant  threatened  ;  and  therefore  a  council  of 
peace  is  called  from  eternity,  and  the  propofal  made 
concerning  the  fliewing  mercy  to  an  eleft  number,  in  a 
way  that  Ihould  be  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  God's 
hoiinefs,  which  fays.  They  muft  do  perfe6lly ;  and  of 
God's  juftice,  which  fays.  They  muft  die  eternally- 
Well,  none  in  all  the  creation  of  men  and  angels  were 
able  to  fatisfy  this  propofal :  then  fays  Chrift,  Lo  I  conie^ 
Pfal.  xl.  8.  1  offer  m.yfelf  to  be  their  Surety,  to  giv€  a 
perfecl  obedience  to  the  lavv^,  which  Vvas  the  condition 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  and  to  give  inunite  fatisfacti- 
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on  to  offend  juftice,  in  anfwer  to  the  penalty  incurred 
through  the  breach  and  violation  of  that  covenant.  Loj 
I  come ;  lince  the  law  cannot  be  fulfilled  without  doing, 
nor  jullice  fatisfied  without  doing,  lo,  I  come  to  do  both : 
and  feeing  this  undertaking  mull  be  accomplillied  by 
one,  who  is  both  finite,  that  he  may  die ;  and  infinite, 
that  he  may  conquer  death  and  wrath ;  I  offer  to  do  it 
in  their  nature,  and  by  an  unfpeakable  my  fiery  to  be- 
come flefli ;  Lo,  /  co?}je  ;  let  the  impannelled  criminal 
go  free.  The  Father  being  infinitely  well-pleafed  with 
this  confent,  encourages  his  eternal  Son,  enters  into  a 
covenant  with  him,  calls  him,  qualifies  him,  promifes 
to  uphold  him  in  the  whole  luork^  and  to  give  him  for  co^ 
venant  of  the  people  ;  and  that,  for  making  his  foul  an 
offering  for  fin^  he  fhouldy^^  his  feed^  2indfee  the  travel 
cf  his  foul,  2.nd  be  fat  isfed,  Ifa.  liii.  11.  This  is  called 
by  many,  The  covenaiJt  of  redemption ;  not  that  it  is  an- 
other covenant  of  grace,  but  I  take  it  as  another  confi- 
deration  of  the  fame  covenant.  It  was  made  with  Chrifl 
as  the  fecond  Adam,  and  in  him  with  all  the  elect  as  his 
feed.  As  it  is  made  with  Chrifl,  it  is  properly  condition- 
al to  him ;  the  condition  being  perfe6:  obedience,  and 
complete  fatisfaclion  ;  but  as  made  with  the  ele<3:  in 
him,  it  is  abfolute;  confifling  of  free  and  abfolute  pro- 
mifes to  them.     But, 

'(2.)  Confider  it  in  its  aSlual  7na7iifeflaiion  in  time  :  and 
here,  omitting  what  might  be  faid  of  the  legal  admini- 
flration  of  it  under  the  Old  Teflament,  and  the  evan- 
gelical adminiflration  under  the  New,  I  diall  only  fay, 
That  as  the  tranfadion  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son 
from  eternity,  is  the  fountain,  fo  this  manifeftation  of 
it  in  time  is  the  opening  of  the  fountain:  and  the  grace 
of  God  is  manifelted  in  this  covenant  of  grace  feveral 
ways.  I.  In  that  he  freely  provides  a  Saviour  for  loft 
fmners,  fhewing,  by  the  gofpel,  that  he  hath  made  this 
provifion.  2.  In  that  he  freely  offers  to  fmners  a  Me- 
deator,  and  life  and  falvation  in  him.  3.  In  that  he 
not  only  calls  and  commands  them  to  come  to  him  by 
faith,  as  the  means  to  intereft  them  in  him,  and  to  be- 
lieve in  him  for  falvation :  but,  4.  Promifes  his  holy 
Spirit  to  work  in  them  that  faith,  and  all  other  laving 

graces. 
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graces.  And  though  this,  and  all  the  other  abfolute  pro- 
mifcs  of  the  covenant  ihall  be  certainly  accomphihcdj, 
and  actually  applied  to  the  elect  only  ;  yet,  in  the  eter- 
nal difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  adminiftration  of  the 
covenant,  they  are  revealed  and  exhibited  in  a  general 
indefinite  way  and  manner,  with  an  univerfal  offer 
and  command  to  all  and  every  one  that  hear  this  gofpel, 
to  plead  them,  and  lay  hold  upon  them ;  that  in  this 
way  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel  may  be  left  inexcufable 
that  embrace  it  not ;  and  that  the  eled  may  be  gather^ 
ed  in,  made  to  believe,  and  come  under  the  bond  of 
the  covenant. 

3.  The  third  remarkable  thing,  imported  in  the  tf^t^ 
is,  '  That  there  is  an  onencfs  and  izjntity  betwixt  the 
'  covenant  of  grace,  as  made  with  Chriji^  and  as  made 
'  with  us  in  him  ;  both  are  one  and  the  fame  covenant  :* 
for  here  the  Father  is  contrafting  with  the  Son,  /  will 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people ;  therefore,  that 
with  the  Son  and  with  the  people  belong  to  one  and  the 
fame  covenant :  with  refpe6l  to  Chrifl,  it  had  its  con* 
ftitution  from  eternity  ;  with  refped  to  us,  it  hath  its 
application  in  time :  on  :his  account  it  is  called,  The  grace 
given  us  in  Chriji  before  the  uuorld  began^  1  Tim.  i*  9* 
And  eternal  life^  vjhich  God  that  cannot  lie  promifed.  before 
the  world  hegan^  Tit.  i.  2.  As  the  hrfl  Adam  was  our 
public  federal  head,  and  he  andwx  included  in  one  and 
the  fame  covenant  of  works  \  fo  Chrifl,  the  fecond  A- 
.dam,  is  our  public  head,  and  the  covenant  of  grace 
with  him  and  us,  is  the  fame  covenant,  though  he  a- 
lone  is  the  Head,  Surety,  and  Mediator,  to  whom 
fome  promifes  and  precepts  are  peculiar :  however,  he 
being  the  covenant  of  the  people,  all  things  promifecl 
unto,  or  to  be  performed  by  the  people,  are  fecured  in 
the  contrad  with  Chrifl ;  all  the  condition  of  life  to  be 
performed  is  found  in  him  ;  yea,  he  undertakes,  in  that 
covenant,  the  removal  of  all  obftrudions  and  impedi- 
ments from  within  that  v/ould  hinder  their  attainment 
of  covenant-mercy,  being  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles^  to 
take  away  the  inward  blindnefs  that  is  found  in  them  ; 
fo  that,  not  only  all  neceffaries  for  redemption,  but  al- 
fo  neceffaries  for  the  powerful  and  eflectual  applicauon 
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of  that  redemption,  are  firft  promifed  in  the  covenant 
to  him,  and  then  to  us  in  him,  upon  his  fulfilhng  the 
condition  of  perfect  obedience.  Is  juflification  promifed  ? 
It  is  firll  to  him,  and  then  to  us  in  him,  Ifa.  Hii.  ii. 
Bv  his  knowledge^  [or,  by  the  knowledge  of  hi?n^~]  Jhall 
my  righteous  fervant  jujiify  many.  Is  fandification  and 
the  Spirit  promifed  ?  It  is  firfl  to  him,  and  then  to  us 
in  him  ;  verfe  firft  of  this  chapter,  /  will  put  my  Spirit 
upon  him^  and  he  jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. Is  glorification  promifed  ?  It  is  firft  to  him,  and 
then  to  us  in  him;    Rom.  viii.  17.     If  children^    then 

heirs ^  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chri/i, He 

and  the  people  are  all  in  one  and  the  fame  covenant : 
he,  as  the  glorious  Head,  Surety,  and  Reprefentative, 
having  all  fulnefs  in  him,  both  of  grace  and  glory,  for 
our  ufe  and  behoof;  and  we,  as  members  of  that  body 
whereof  he  is  the  head,  and  in  a  way  of  union  to  him 
by  faith  ;  for,  all  the  promifes,  not  only  fome,  but  all 
the  promifes  of  God  are  in  him.  Tea  ;  and  in  him.  Amen  ; 
XxAzz  in  him  :  importing.  That  as  the  covenant  of  grace, 
which  is  the  covenant  of  promife,  is  made  jointly  with 
him  and  us ;  fo  in  the  conflitution  of  the  covenant,  the 
promifes  are  all  made  to  him  ;  and  in  the  application  of 
it,  they  are  made  to  us  in  him  :  primarily,  and  immedi- 
atelv,  they  are  made  to  him;  fecondarily,  and  imme- 
diately, to  us  in  him. 

4.  Hence  the  fourth  thing  remarkable,  imported  in 
the  text,  is,  '  Chriit  is  the  centre,  in  whom  all  the  lines 
'  of  the  covenant  do  meet ;'  and  fo  by  an  ufual  figure, 
of  the  part  for  the  whole,  he  bears  the  name  of  the 
whole  covenant ;  /  will  give  him  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people :  the  covenant  of  grace  is  faid  not  only  to  be 
made  with  him,  but  he  himfelf  is  the  covenant.  And 
this  leads  me  to, 

II.  The  fecond  thing,  ToJIvew  how  Chrijl  is  the  cove- 
nant, and  in  what  refpects  he  bears  that  name  f 

We  reply,  i.  Chrift  is.  the  covenant  of  the  people 
radically  and  fundamentally,  being  the  root,  bafis,  and 
fovmdation  upon  which  the  covenant  of  grace  ftands  ; 
the  alone  foundation  j  Other  foundaiions  can  no  man  lay 

than 
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than  that  is  laid^  which  is  Jefus  Chriji^  i  Cor.  lii.  11. 
He  is  the  fure  foundation  that  God  hath  laid  in  Zion, 
Ifa.  xxviii.  16.  The  covenant  of  works,  being  built 
upon  fomething  in  man,  it  was  not  fure  work,  and  fo 
the  fabric  tumbled  down  :  but  the  covenant  of  grace  and 
mercy  is  built  upon  a  never-failing  foundation ;  it  is  fure 
work  to  eternity  ;  and  therefore  fays  God,  Mercy  Jh all 
be  built  up  for  ever :  why  ?  I  have  made  a  covenant  with 
7ny  chofen.  Chrift  is  the  antient  and  eternal  foundation 
of  the  covenant ;  no  other  foundation  is  laid  in  Zion  in 
time,  but  that  which  was  laid  in  the  counfel  of  peace 
from  eternity.  God  hath  promifed  nothing  to  us  in 
time,  but  what  he  purpofed  and  promifed  in  Chrift  from 
eternity ;  He  has  chofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation 
of  the  worlds  Eph.  i.  4.  -and  promifed  eternal  life  in  him 
before  the  world  began.  He  is  the  foundation  of  all 
the  bleiTmgs  and  privileges  of  the  covenant,  Being  made 
of  God  unto  us  wifdom^  and  right eoufnefs^  fandification, 
and  redemption.  He  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  pro- 
mifes,  graces,  and  comforts  of  the  covenant.  This 
were  a  large  held,  but  I  go  on. 

1,  Chrift  is  the  covenant  r^/^^Z/i;^/)',  in  refpeclofthe 
relations  he  comes  under  to  it :  we  find  in  fcrlpture, 
that  he  is  called  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant^  Heb.  ix.  1 5. 
Why  ?  he  brings  God  and  man,  that  were  at  variance, 
to  meet  amicably  :  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  he  brings 
God  to  us  ;  and  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  he  brii;gs 
us  to  God,  and  makes  up  the  difference. — He  is  called 
the  l^eftator  of  the  covenant^  Heb.  ix.  1 6.  V/here  a  tef 
tament  is^  there  is  the  death  of  the  Teftator :  He  hath 
figned  all  the  articles  of  it  with  his  own  blood,  and  lb 
confirmed  it,  and  made  it  a  teftament.—  He  is  called 
the  Me(fenger  of  the  covenant^  Mai.  iii.  i.  When  God 
would  communicate  his  mind  to  us,  it  is  in  Chrift  ; 
when  we  would  communicate  our  mind  to  God.  it  is  in 
Chrift :  whatever  meffage  God  hath  to  us,  or  we  to 
him,  Chrift  bears  it,  and  makes  the  travel,  be  the 
journey  never  fo  dangerous ;  For  this  is  he  that  came  by 
water  and  bloody  i  John  v.  6.  He  came  by  fea,  by  a 
fea  of  water  for  our  fandification  ;  For^  if  he  zvajh  us  not^ 
we  have  no  pari  in  him  ;  and  by  a  fea  of  blood  for  our 
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juflificatlon  ;  for,  Without  Jheding  of  blood  there  is  710  re- 
mijjion.  A  dangerous  voyage  for  bearing  the  melTage. 
— He  is  called  the  witnefs  of  the  covenant^  Ifa.  Iv.  5.  I 
will  give  him  for  a  vjitnefs  of  the  people  :  He  is  the  true 
and  faithful  witnefs.  As  he  was  an  eye  and  ear-witnefs 
to  the  whole  tranfaction  of  the  covenant  from  eternity  ; 
fo  he  fets  his  feal  to  the  articles  of  it  in  time,  and  bears 
witnefs  by  his  word,  by  his  blood,  by  his  Spirit.  This 
he  docs  e&ed;uaily,  fometimes  in  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
when  he  conquers  all  their  unbelieving  doubts  and  jea- 
loufies  of  his  word,  and  fufpicions  of  his  love,  or  of 
his  Father's  kindnefs. — He  is  called  the  Surety  of  the  co- 
n)enant^  Heb.  vii.  22.  He  is  the  Surety  both  for  debt 
and  duty  :  Surety  for  debt ;  the  law  demanded  of  us  a 
debt  of  infinite  fuffering,  the  jufl:  demerit  of  our  fms, 
which,  if  laid  upon  us,  would  fmk  us  for  ever ;  for, 
^he  wages  of  fin  is  death  :  And  alfo  it  demanded  a  debt 
of  perfect  obedience  and  univerfal  holinefs  and  righte- 
oufnefs.  Now,  wc  are  infolvent  debtors,  drowned  in 
debt,  and  unable  to  pay  a  farthing;  and  unlefs  there 
be  a  Surety  lor  us,  we  cannot  efcape  the  prifon  of  hell, 
and  the  everlafting  wrath  of  the  omnipotent  God.  Be- 
hold, the  Surety  lieps  in,  even  in  this  hopelefs  ftate  we 
are  faHen  into,  pays  the  debt  to  the  lad  farthing,  and 
puts  his  name  in  our  bond  :  He  was  made  under  the  law^ 
to  .redeem  thofe  that  were  under  the  law.  And  then  he 
is  Surety  for  duty^  promifmg  to  put  his  Spirit  within  us^ 
and  caufe  us  to  walk  in  his  Jlatutcs,  He  is  Surety  for 
both  fides  of  the  covenant ;  Surety  that  all  that  God 
hath  faid  and  promifed  fliall  be  accompliihed  ;  and  Sure- 
ty that  all  that  we  are  obliged  to  do,  Ihall  be  done  for 
us,  and  in  us.  O  fweet  and  gracious  covenant ! — In  a 
word,  he  is  the  Servant  of  the  covenant.  Behold  my 
Servant  whom  I  uphold^  Ifa.  xlii.  i.  W'yl  ye  not^^  fays  he 
to  his  parent?  that  were  feeking  him,  that  I  mufi  be  a- 
bout  my  Father's  bufinefs  f  What  bufmefs  ?  What  fer- 
vice  ?  The  hardefh  fervice  that  ever  was,  even  to  fatisfy 
juflice,  to  fulfil  the  law,  to  conquer  Satan,  to  purchafe 
heaven,  to  fave  an  eled  world,  to  endure  the  contra- 
diclion  of  hnners  againil:  himfelf,  in  accompliining  this 
fgrvice.  — ^He  is  the  Performer  of  the  covenant  j  yea, 

the 
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the  Ferformance  itfelf.  Chrift,  ftanding  in  all  thefe  re- 
lations to  the  covenant,  may  well  be  called  the  cove- 
nant of  the  people. 

3.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  fuhfianuallj,  in  refped  of 
his  being  the  very  niatter  of  the  covenant;  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  it,  the  principal  promife  of  it.  He  is  the 
fubftai.ce  of  all  the  promifes,  the  firft  thing  propofed; 
and  whatever  is  promifed  elfe.  is  for  his  fake.  He  is 
the  promifed  feed  fpoken  of  to  Adam  and  Eve,  to  A- 
braham,  to  David,  Gen.  iii.  15.  Gen.  xxii.  18. 
Luke  i.  32,  33.  He  is  the  fubllance  or  the  prophecies, 
in?  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs^  Ads  x.  43.  He  is 
the  fubllance  of  all  the  fliadows  and  Old-Teftament 
types  :  he  is  the  true  brazen  ferpent,  that  heals  difeafed 
fouls ;  the  true  manna  and  bread  of  life  ;  the  true  fa- 
crifice  and  pafcal  lamb,  whofe  blood,  being  fprinkled 
on  the  door-pofls  of  the  foul,  faves  from  the  deftroy- 
ing  angel :  of  all  the  types  he  is  the  Antetype,  the  fub- 
llance of  the  whole  Bible,  and  of  all  the  fcriptures ; 
"thefe  are  they  that  tejlify  of  me.  It  is  a  flrange  text,  that 
a  gofpel-minifler  cannot  find  Chriil  in,  fmce  the  whole 
fcriptures  teflify  of  him  ;   as  if  it  laid  nothing  elfe  but 

Chriil,  Chrift. Thus  he  is  the  covenant  fubilantial- 

Iv.     Aeain, 

4.  Chrift  is  the  covenant  eminently  ;  m  point  or  emi- 
nency,  ornament,  and  excellency.  He  is  the  very  or- 
nament of  the  covenant,  the  excellency  and  fweetnefs 
of  it :  he  is  the  bleihng  of  ail  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant : 
the  mercy  of  all  the  mercies  ;  the  foul  of  all  the  privi- 
leges  of  the  covenant :  no  bleffing  of  the  covenant  is  a 
blelfmo;  without  him,  for  all  the  blefimgs  come  with 
him  ;  How  fh all  he  not  with  him  freely  give  lis  all  things . 
Rom.  viii.  32.  The  covenant  is  nothing  without  Chrift, 
the  bleffings  of  it  are  nothing  without  Chrift  ;  he  is  the 
fweetnefs  of  all  the  bleffings  of  the  covenant,  the  mar- 
row of  all  the  mercies  of  the  covenant,  and  the  iulnefs 
of  all  the  promifes  of  the  covenant :  they  are  all  empty 
without  Chrift,  for  he  is  all  in  all  And  therefore,  O 
empty  ordinances,  without  Chrift ;  O  empty  facraments, 
if  Chrift  be  not  there  \  O  empty  mlnifters,  if  Chrift  be 
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not  with  them;  yea,  O  empty  heaven,  if  Chrifl  be  not 
there ;  empty  enjoyments,  empty  comforts  without  Chrift. 

5.  Chrill  is  the  covenant  meritoriou/Iy^  and  in  point 
of  acquifitlon  and  procurement.  He  does  all  that  is  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  procuring  the  blellings  of  the  covenant : 
his  righteoufnefs  is  the  great  condition  of  the  covenant, 
the  alone  condition  of  it,  properly  fo  called  ;  it  is  the 
caufe,  the  procuring  caufe  of  all  covenant-bleffings.  All 
that  is  promifed  to  Chrifl,  or  to  us,  is  upon  the  account 
of  his  obedience;  Ifa.  liii.  10,  11,  12.  By  the  obedience 
of  one  jh all  many  he  made  righteous^  not  by  the  obedience 
of  any  man  for  himfelf,  Rom.  v.  1 9.  He  is  the  procur- 
er of  juftihcation,  Rom.  v.  18.;  the  procurer  of  remif- 
fion  of  fm,  Rom.  iii.  24. ;  the  procurer  of  peace,  Ifa. 
liii.  5,;  yea,  the  fum  of  it,  for,  he  is  our  peace  ;  the  pro- 
curer of  our  accefs  to  God,  and  communion  with  him ; 
all  that  are  afar  off  are  fnade  nigh^  only  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift ;  the  procurer  of  fanftifying  grace,  Ifa.  liii.  10. 
I  Cor.  i.  30.  and  of  eternal  falvation :  his  death  is  the 
purchafe  of  the  heavenly  inheritance  ;  and  fo  he  is  the 
covenant  meritoriouily,  in  procuring  all  the  bleffings 
thereof. 

6.  Chrifl  is  the  covenant  efficacioufly^  or  efficiently  :  as 
he  procures  all  by  the  price  of  his  blood,  fo  he  applies 
all  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit.  By  this  powerful  Spirit 
of  his,  in  the  efficiency  of  his  application,  by  the  means 
of  the  law,  he  difcovers  to  men  their  fad  condition, 
while  under  a  covenant  of  works ;  by  the  means  of  the 
gofpel,  he  difcovers  the  excellencies  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  and  alfo  their  claim  to  it,  in  and  by  the  indefi- 
nite general  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  promife 
of  the  covenant;  fo  that  whoever  will,  may  come  and 
put  in  for  a  fliare.  But  this  is  not  all ;  Chrifl,  in  his  ef- 
ficiency, does  perfuade  and  enable  the  poor  foul  to  take 
hold  of  this  covenant,  of  Chrifl  himfelf,  as  the  all  of  ' 
the  covenant,  and  that  with  particular  application  to  it- 
felf,  for  its  own  relief;  and  not  only  to  accept,  but  to 
trufl  to  it  for  all  grace  and  life,  and  that  upon  the  war- 
rant of  God's  word  of  grace,  renouncing  all  other  ways 
of  falvation,  and  refling  only  upon  this,  i  Tim.  i.  15. 
Ads  xvi.  6.  Yea,  after  the  perfon  is  brought  within  the 
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covenant,  Chrift  is  the  great  performer  of  all  covenant- 
duties  ;  he  performs  all  our  works  in  us,  Ifa.  xxvi.  12. 
We  are  to  prefent  no  duty  of  our  own  to  God  for  ac- 
ceptance,  or  in  order  to  obtain  life  and  falvation  by  it ; 
but  to  prefent  him  with  Chrift,  he  being  the  covenant 
to  perform  all  for  us  and  in  us,  which  we  are  obliged 
to.  In  a  word,  he  is  engaged  as  the  covenant  of  the 
people,  to  be  all,  and  do  all ;  to  procure  all,  and  to  fee 
all  made  eftedual  that  concerns  grace  and  glory  :  Iivill 
give  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^  fays  the  Lord.  I 
will  not  enter  into  covenant,  or  deal  with  them  in  an  im- 
mediate way,  as  with  the  firft  Adam,  but  I  will  take  a 
furer  courfe,  I  will  give  thee  for  that  end ;  thou  fnalt 
undertake  all  the  matter  therein ;  I  will  look  to  thee 
for  the  performance  thereof.  Man  hath  broken  cove- 
nant ;  I  will  not  truft  him  again ;  but  thou  flialt  be  the 
covenant :  the  promife  of  hfe  fhall  be  made  only  in  thee, 
and  the  condition  of  life  fhall  be  found  only  in  thee, — 
Thus  he  is  the  covenant. 

III.  The  third  thing  was,  to  fhew.  For  whofe  benejii 
he  is  a  covenant ;  and  fo  to  fhew  that  he  is  the  covenant 
of  the  people.  Men  and  women  have  a  way  of  excluding 
tiiemfelves  by  unbelief;  but  I  am  fure,  my  text  will  ex- 
clude none  this  day,  that  are  here,  from  a  right  to  accept 
of  this  covenant,  unlefs  it  be  the  devil  himfelf.  He  in- 
deed, and  all  the  fallen  angels,  are  excluded  ;  and  no 
doubt  he  is  come  here  among  us  this  day,  to  tempt 
people  to  exclude  themfelves,  becaufe  he  himfelf  is  ex- 
cluded. But  here  is  a  foundation  of  faith  for  all  the  peo- 
ple that  hear  this  gofpel ;  Chrift  is  the  covenant  of  the 
people,  infomuch  that  whofoever  of  oil  the  people  will 
fubfcribe  to  this  covenant,  and  go  in  to  it  by  faith,  liiall 
have  the  everlafting  benefit  of  it. 

o 

Quest.  VVhy^  fay  you^  I  am^  it  may  he^  none  of  the  people 
here  meant ^  none  of  the  eled  whofe  7iames  are  in  that  co- 
venant and  contract^  and  therefore  my  fuhfcrihing  of  it 
may  he  in  vain,  Anfzv.  For  the  clearing  of  this,  fhat 
Chrift  is  the  covenant  of  the  people ^  you  would  know  and 
remember.  That  there  are  two  copies  of  this  covenant ; 
or  rather,  if  we  may  fo  cxprefs  it,  tv»^o  writs  of  this 

charter^ 
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charter^  the  one  is  an  original,  written  in  heaven  ;. 
and  the  other  an  extrad,  written  in  this  Bible,  i.  I 
fav,  as  to  the  orig'mal^  it  is  written  in  heaven,  and  hath 
all  the  names  of  the  church  inv'ifihle  inrolled  in  it,  Heb. 
xii.  23.  They  are  called  the  church  of  the  jirji-born  that 
are  zvrittcn  in  heaven.  In  this  writing  are  the  names  of 
all  the  ele£t,  of  all  that  ever  were,  are,  or  ihall  be  ac- 
tually taken  within  the  bond  of  the  covenant ;  and  thefe 
are  they  of  whom  it  is  faid.  They  are  chofen  in  Chrift  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  uuorld^  Eph.  i.  4.  And  again, 
IVhom  he  did  predefiinate,  them  he  alfo  called^  Rom.  viii. 
30.  And  again,  All  that  the  Father  hath  given  me^  fhall 
come  to  me  ;  and,  All  that  were  ordained  to  eternal  life^ 
believed :  And  of  them,  Chrift  fays,  /  lay  down  my  life 
for  my  Jheep,  This  original  draught  of  the  covenant,  is 
a  writ  locked  up  in  the  cabinet  ot  God's  fecret  purpofe ; 
and  fecret  things  belong  not  to  us^  but  the  things  that  are 
revealed:  therefore,  2.  There  is  an  extract  of  this  ori- 
ginal writ,  and  this  extract  is  written  in  the  Bible, 
which  is  the  book  of  the  covenant :  this  you  have  among 
your  hands ;  and  this  copy  of  the  covenant  is  fcnt  open 
to  you  all  to  hgn  and  fubfcribe,  by  giving  faith's  aiient 
and  confent  to  the  covenant,  or  doling  with  Chrift,  the 
covenant  of  the  people,  as  he  is  oiiered  in  the  gofpel. 
Now,  though  this  extradt  be  a  true  copy,  anfwering 
axactly  to  the  original;  yet,  for  rendering  all  inexcuf- 
able,  to  whom  thefe  prefents  are  fent,  if  they  do  not 
fubfcribe,  and  forgathering  in  all  the.  elect,  this  fairex- 
tradl  is  direded  to  all,  and  every  one  of  you,  giving  you 
full  and  fuflicient  warrant  to  fign  and  fubfcribe  for  your- 
felves  ;  for  you  cannot  poffibly  fee  your  names  in  the  o- 
ri^nnal,  till  once  you  have  figned  your  confent,  by  fub- 
fcription,  to  the  copy  that  is  among  your  hands,  which 
is  here  let  down  on  the  earth,  to  fee  how  you  pleafe  it, 
this  day.  And  if  you  fign  the  extract,  as  it  is  fent  to  you, 
then  you  may  lay  claim  to  the  original,  and  fee  your 
name  there,  which  alone  is  the  privilege  of  thefe  that 
make  the  extract  their  own  by  ftgning  it  ;  for  the  fecret 
of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him^  and  he  will  foew 
them  his  covenant.  He  fliews  them  fometimes  their  name 
in  <hG  original  writ  of  the  covenant.     It  is  the  fettled 

order 
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order  of  heaven,  that  although  fome,  who,  by  faith, 
fubfcribe  the  extracted  copy,  are  kept  in  the  dark  about 
their  names  being  in  the  original ;  yet  none  Ihall  fee 
their  names  there,  but  thefe  who  fubfcribe  their  names 
here. 

Quest.  Buty  for  what  purpofe  ferves  my  putting  my 
name  to  the  foot  of  a  bond,  if  my  name  be  not  in  the  bond 
itfelf?  Why,  then,  read  the  diredion  of  this  gofpel-co- 
venant,  and  fee  if  your  names  be  there,  and  anfwer  to 
your  names ;  for  I  fhall  endeavour  to  be  as  practical^ 
as  I  go  along,  as  poiiible,  that  I  may  have  the  lefs  to 
do  in  the  application.  For  wbofe  benefit  theyi  is  he  thus 
the  covenant  f  Why,  it  is  even  for  the  advantage  of 
thefe  whofe  names  are  here  fet  down  ;  and  though  they 
may  not  here  find. their  particular  names,  John,  James, 
Mary,  Martha,  yet  their  general  names ;  yea,  both 
their  more  general  and  more  fpecial  names  are  here. 

I.  Their  more  ^^WfcT^  name  is,  the  people  ;  he  is  the 
covenant  of  the  people  :  and  here  all  finners  of  mankind, 
who  hear  of  Chrifl,  have  a  claim  to  put  in  for  a  Ihare 
in  him,  feeing  the  covenant  is  direfted  to  them  ;  who- 
foever  they  be  that  hear  this  gofpel,  all  faving  benefits 
are  preached  to  them  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  the 
minifterial  commifTion,  faying,  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
falvation  fent^  A6ls  xiii.  26.  And  in  this  fenfe  the  a- 
poflle  fays,  Titus  ii.  1 1.  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth 
falvation^  hath  appeared  to  all  men :  or,  as  it  may  be 
rendered,  as  you  fee  it  in  the  margin  of  fome  of  your 
Bibles,  The  grace  of  God^  that  bringeth  falvation  to  all 
men^  hath  appeared.  Let  them  ftraiten  the  gofpel-ofFcr 
who  will,  they  do  it  at  their  peril ;  our  commillion  is 
wide  and  full,  infomuch  that  this  covenant  is  direded 
to  all  to  whom  thefe  prefents  may  come.  If  this  be  your 
general  name,  that  you  are  one  of  the  people,  be  what 
you  will  otherwife,  then  you  are  concerned  to  anfwer 
to  your  name,  and  put  in  for  a  fhare  of  the  grace  of 
this  covenant,  by  fubfcribing  and  faying  A?n€n  to  it. 
Why,  fay  you,  that  is  a  general  name  indeed  ;  I  dare 
not  deny  but  that  is  my  general  name  ;  then  man,  wo- 
man,   do  not  put  that  covenant  from  you.     But,  fay 

V  o  L.  I.  A  a  you. 
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you.  Is  there  no  more  fpecial  name  of  the  people,  whofe 
covenant  he  is  ?  Yea, 

2.  Their  move  fpecial  name  is  here  fet  down  in  black 
and  white  ;  for,  who  the  people  are,  what  people  in  a 
fpecial  manner  is  here  meant,  is  cleared  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  ^  light  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  the  blind  eyes, 
to  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon,  and  them  that 
fit  in  darknejs^  out  of  the  frtfon-houfe.  And  here  you 
will  find  both  the  name  and  firname  of  the  people  in- 
tended ;  and  I  believe  your  names  and  firnames,  that 
hear  me,  will  be  found  in  it.  i.  The  name  is  Gentile, 
1,  The  firname  is.  Gentile ^  dark  and  blind ;  Gentile, 
bound  arid  impriforied, 

(i.)  I  fay,  the  name  of  the  people,  whofe  covenant 
he  is,  is  Gentiles  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  this  is  the  name  of 
all  that  hear  me,  if  there  be  not  Jews  here  ;  if  I  thought 
there  were  any,  1  would  drop  fome  promife  of  Chrift 
tb,  and  concerning  them,  that  might  draw  them  to  him 
alfo,  if  the  Lord  would  put  forth  power  w4th  it.  How- 
ever it  is  to  you,  Gentiles,  that  I  am  fpeaking  ;  and, 
O  may  I  venture  to  fay  with  Paul  this  day.  To  me^  who 
am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints ,  is  this  grace  givetif  to 
preach  among  yoUy  Gentiles  ^  the  unfe  arch  able  riches  of 
Chrijl  I  This  is  a  part  of  the  myftery  of  godlinefs  Chrift 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  i  Tim.  iii.  i6.  It  w^as  a 
myftery  to  the  Jews  and  primitive  Chriftians,  wdien 
Chrift  was  firft  given  by  a  preached  gofpel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, Ads  ix.  17,  18.  Why?  the  Gentiles  were  called 
the  uncircumcifion^  Eph.  ii.  11.;  being  abominable  out- 
cafts,  whofe  entering  into  the  temple,  was  enough  to 
pollute  it :  but  now  the  gofpel  declares,  God  will  jujii- 
fy  the  uncircumcifion  by  faith.  The  Gentiles  were  called 
aliens  without  God,  zuithout  Chrift^  without. hope  ;  aliens 
from  the  commo?i-zuealth  of  Ifrael,  and  (Iran^rs  to  the  co- 
venant of  promife,  Eph.  ii.  12.  But  now  the  covenant 
of  promife  is  given  and  exhibited  to  the  people  that  were 
aliens.  Gentiles  were  called  dogs  ;  It  is  not  ?neet  to  take 
the  childrens  bread  and  caft  it  to  dogs,  fays  Chrift  to  the 
woman  of  Canaan,  one  of  the  poftcrity,  it  feems,  of 
thefe  accurfed  nations,  that  were  devoted  by  that  word, 
Gen.  ix.  25.  Curfcd  he  Canaan  :  and  indeed  the  Gen- 
tiles 
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tiles  and  Canaanites,    as  they  were  contemned  by  the 
Jews,   and  looked  upon  as  dogs ;  fo  in  comparifon  of 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  who  were  fo  much  bleffed,  dignifi- 
ed, and  privileged  of  old,   Chrifl  feems  here  to  allow 
it,  and  aflert  that  they  were  curfed,  that  they  were  dogs. 
But  now  the  tables  are  turned,  the  Gentiles  are  called ; 
and,  in  this  woman,  the  Lord  gives  an  inftance  of  what 
mercy  was  in  referve  for  thefe  dogs  :  and  we  Gentiles 
may  plead  the  fame  privilege,    at  leaft,  with  that  wo- 
man of  Canaan,  Truths   Lord^   yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the 
crumbs  that  fall  from  their  majiers  table.     The  door  of 
Bethlehem,  the  houfe  of  bread,  is  open.  Acts  xiv.  27. 
God  hath  opened  the  door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles,  even 
to  dogs  :  the  door  of  the  covenant  is  open,  and  we  dare 
not  fhut  the  door  upon  "any  dog  in  all  this  houfe  ;  and 
therefore,  as  we  ufe  to  fay,  At  open  doors  dogs  come  in  : 
allow  me  in  this  homely  comparifon  ;    for,   as  all  the 
Gentiles,  fo  all  the  wicked  are  called  dogs ;  Rev.  xxii.  1 5. 
Without  are  dogs^  and  forcerers^  and  whoremongers^  and 
murderers^  and  idolaters.     But  the  door  being  open  to 
all  fmners  by  this  gofpel,  you  may  come  to  Chrifl  for 
falvation,    as  freely  as  a  dog  will  come  in  at  an  open 
door ;  yea,    more  freely  and   boldly ;    for  dogs  many 
times  come  in  uncalled,    and  therefore  we  beat  them 
out  again ;  but  here  is  both  a  call  to  come,  and  a  pro- 
mife  of  welcome  ;  Whofoever  willj  let  him  co?ne  ;  and  him 
that  Cometh^  I  will  in  no  wife  caji  out.     Well,  I  fay,  the 
Gentiles  are  called  dogs^  and  if  that  be  a  part  of  your  name, 
man,  woman,  anfwer  to  your  name,  and  take  with  your 
name,  and  take  the  bleffing  that  is  offered  to  you  by 
name.     If  you  have  no  better  name  than  that  of  a  dog, 
come  with  that  fame,    and  fet  it  down    at  the   foot 
of  the  contract,  by  fubfcribing  your  confent  to  have 
Chrifl  to  be  your  covenant ;  and  though  it  be  a  bafe 
name,  he  will  not  refufe  to  take  in  your  fubfcription. 
In  a  word,  the  Gentiles  are  called  heathens^  Gal.  iii.  8. 
^he  fcripture  forefeeing  that  God  would  jufltfy  the  heathejt 
through  faith y   preached  before  the  gofpel  unto  ylbraham, 
faying,  In  thee /hall  all  nations  be  bleffed.    Good  news  to 
heathens  and  pagans,    fuch  as  we  in  our  forefathers 
were  j  and  this  is  the  gofpel  indeed,  that  was  preached 
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to  Abraham  long  ago  :  In  thee  Jhall  all  nations  be  blejfed  ; 
in  THEE,  what  thee  ?  the  fame  theh,  that  is  in  our 
text,  which  preacheth  the  fame  gofpel  alfo ;  I  will  give 
niH^^  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  even  the  people  that 
are  called  Gentiles^  and  heathens^  uncircumcifion^  aliens^ 
and  dogs.  Well,  there  is  the  name  of  the  people  whofe 
covenant  he  is,  they  are  Gentiles, 

(2.)  The  hrname  of  the  people  is  Gentiles^  dark  and 
blind ;  Gentiles  bound  and  imprifoned :  and  fee  if  the  fir- 
name  be  not  yours.  Sirs,  as  well  as  the  name.     There 
are  efpecially  two  firnames  here  that  the  people  have. 
The^;y^  firname  is  dark  and  blind ;  this  is  imported  in 
thefe  words,  A  light  to  the  Gentiles^    to  open  blind  eyes. 
Well,  is  this  your  firname  ?  Are  you  darknefs  itfelf  in 
the  abPcrad?  Are  you  in  the  darknefs  of  ignorance, 
darknefs  of  error,  in  the  darknefs  of  corruption,  in  the 
darknefs  of  confufion,  in  the  darknefs  of  defertion,  in 
the  darknefs  of  delufion  ?  O !  here  is  a  brave  covenant 
for  you  to  lign  :  It  is  a  covenant  of  light ;  he  that  is  the 
covenant  of  the  people^  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,    But  all 
the  hght  in  the  world,  without  fight,  will  be  uncom- 
fortable *,  and  therefore,  is  another  part  of  your  firname 
biindnefs  as  well  as  darknefs  ?  Have  you  not  only  fore 
eyes,  and  fee  ill,  but  are  you  blind,  and  fee  none  at 
all  ?  Are  you  blind  with  refped  to  fm,  and  cannot  fee 
it  in  its  power  and  guilt  ?    Blind  with  refpect  to  duty, 
and  cannot  fee  what  to  do  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  God, 
♦md  cannot  fee  him  in  his  beauty  and  excellency  ?  Blind 
With  refpecl  to  Chrift,  and  cannot  fee  him  in  his  glory, 
fulnefs,  and  righteoufnefs  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  ordi- 
nances, and  cannot  fee  the  power  and  glory  of  God  in 
the  fanccuary  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  providence,  and 
cannot  diicern  the  figns  of  the  times  ?  Blind  with  refped 
to  your  interelt  in  Chrift,   and  cannot  fee  whether  that 
be  lecured  or  not  ?  Blind  with  refped  to  your  warrant 
to  intermeddle  with  Chrift  and  his  inftitutions  ?  Blind 
With  refpect  to  all  fpiritual  and  eternal  things  ?   Why, 
thi^  covenant  of  the  people  is  defigned  to  open  the  blind 
eyes  :  And  if  darknefs  and  biindnefs  be  the  firname  of 
the  people,  fur  whofe  benefit  Chrift  is  the  covenant,  and 
if  that  be  your  firname  aifo,  why  then  there  is  room  at 
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the  foot  of  this  covenant,  to  fet  down  your  name  and 
firname  both.  This  covenant  of  the  people  is  a  cove- 
nant of  hght,  to  the  people  that  are  dark ;  and  a  cove- 
nant of  fight,  to  the  people  that  are  blind.  Let  all  them 
that  find  this  to  be  their  firname,  fubfcribe  to  this  co- 
venant, and  fay,  I  am  one  of  the  dark  people,  and  I 
come  for  light ;  I  am  one  of  the  blind  people,  and  I 
come  for  fight :  there  is  my  name.  Lord ;  let  it  be  re- 
corded among  the  dark,  blind  people  of  which  Chrifl 

is  the  covenant. Again,  the  fecond  firname  of  the 

people,  is  bound  and  imprifoned :  This  is  imported  in 
thefe  words,  l^o  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prijon, 
and  them  that  fit  in  darknefs  out  of  the  the  prijon-houfe. 
Now,  whatever  prifon  you  are  in.  Sirs,  if  your  firname 
be  a  bound  prifon,  our  text  fpeaks  to  you.  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  fin,  a  bond-Have  and  a  fervant  unto 
lulls  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  Satan,  in  the  devil's 
prifon,  led  captive  by  him  at  his  pleafure  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  the  law,  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole  law, 
and  a  debtor  to  bear  the  whole  curfe  of  it  ?  Are  you  in 
the  prifon  of  carnality,  clogged  with  things  of  this 
world  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  a  black  league  with 
death,  and  covenant  with  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon 
of  a  natural  flate,  as  a  child  of  difobedience,  and  a 
child  of  wrath  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  temptations, 
either  from  without,  or  within,  filled  with  dreadful  fug- 
geftions,  and  blafphemous  injeclions  ?  Are  you  in  the 
prifon  of  afflidion,  either  upon  foul  or  body,  ftate  or 
family  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  doubts  and  fears  and 
defpondency,  with  your  foul  caft  down  within  you  ? 
Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  unbelief,  concluded  under  it, 
fo  as  you  cannot  for  your  life  get  an  act  of  faith  elicite? 
Are  you  in  the  prifon  of  wretched  carelefnefs,  uncon- 
cernednefs,  and  indiiferency,  not  caring  whether  you 
be  loofed  and  delivered  out  of  prifon  or  not  ?  Are  you 
in  the  prifon  of  atheifm,  and  cannot  believe  a  God,  a 
Chrift,  a  heaven,  or  hell  ?  Are  you  in  the  prifon  of 
death,  and  in  bondage  through  fear  of  death  ?  Or,  are 
you  in  the  prifon  of  fecurity,  fearing  nothing,  but  keep- 
ing in  the  arms  of  the  devil  ?  What  prifon-houfe  are 
you  in,  man  ?  Anfwer  to  your  name  ;  prifoner  in  fuch 

a 


t<^o     Ch R 1 3 T  /^jf  Peoples  Covenant     Se R m .  1 V. 

a  prifon-Iioufe  that  I  have  named.     Is  the  door  of  the 
prifon-houfe  bolted  and  barred  that  you  cannot  get  out, 
and  the  heavy  chains  and  fetters  of  hell  about  you,  fo 
as  you  cannot  loofe  them  any  more  than  you  can  un- 
hinge the  axle-tree  of  the  univerfe  ?  Behold,  this  cove- 
nant of  the  people  is  a  covenant  of  liberty  for  the  people 
that  are  in  prifon.     If  I  have  not  named  the  prifon,  or 
the  chamber  of  the  prifon-houfe  you  are  in,  name  it 
yourfeif,  and  fay,  I  am  prifoner  in  fuch  a  prifon-houfe ; 
I  have  been  fo  long  and  fo  long  in  fuch  a  dark  prifon, 
and  lo,  I  fet  down  my  name,  to  wit,  a  bound  prifoner^ 
confenting  to  be  liberate  by  the  Son  of  God,  and  con- 
fenting  that  he  would  work  the  confent  himfelf,  and  do 
all  that  concerns  my  liberty.     Why,    man,  down  with 
your  name  that  fame  way ;  and  if  you  be  not  fet  at  li- 
berty in  God's  own  time  and  way,  you  will  be  the  firft 
that  ever  gave  in  a  fubfcription,  and  was  not  received  : 
nay,  marked  and  recorded  it  Ihail  be  ;  for  the  covenant 
fpeaks  to  you  by  name  and  firname,  faying.  Go  fortb^ 
ye  pr'tfofiers  of  hope  :  T'he  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 
for  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  and  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives.     This  covenant  of  the  people  then  is  drawn 
up  already,  and  figned.    See  who  hath  figned  it,  ver.  8. 
1  am  the  Lord,  that  is  my  namef  He  hath  figned  it  by 
a  name,    by  which  he  is  known  in  heaven  and  earth, 
even  Jekovah  ;  I  am  Jehovah,  I  am  the  Lord,  that 
is  my  name.     O  glorious  name  fubfcribing  this  bond  ! 
That  is  his  name  ;  what  is  yours  ?  Why,  can  you  fay,  I 
am  one  ot  tlie  people  they  call  Ge/iii/es  f  I  am  a  dcirk^ 
blind y  hound  prifoner ;    that  is  my  name  and  firname 
both.     Yea,    be  your  name  as  vile  and  black  as  hell, 
yet  down  with  it  in  capital  letters ;  for  the  infinitely  fair 
name  of  the  firfl  fubfcriber  will  fet  it  off;  his  name  will 
anfwer  for  all  the  defeats  and  deformities  of  yours  :  and 
if  you  wait  till  you  be  in  a  better  condition,   and  have 
a  better  name  to  fign  with,  you  will  wait  till  the  day  of 
judgment,  and  in  the  mean  time  inevitably  periih  at 
death ;  and  all  the  money  of  your  terms,    conditions, 
and  gt)od  qualifications,  which  you  will  bring  as  a  price 
in  your  hands,    will  perifli  with  you.     Nay,  you  have 
nothing  to  do  in  this  covenant^butblefs  God  that  brought 
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it  to  your  hand,  and  fign  it  with  your  heart.  ChriO: 
hath  a  commiffion  from  his  Father,  and  wc  in  hrs  name, 
to  take  in  the  fubfcriptions  of  all  the  people,  whofe 
name  and  firname  I  have  mentioned  ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
not  miffed  any  one  here. — Thus  you  fee  who  the  peo- 
ple are,  for  whofe  benefit  he  is  the  covenant ;  and  that 
he  is  well  defigned  the  covenant  of  the  people^  feeing  all 
the  people  here  named  have  a  right  of  accefs  to  the  co- 
venant, a  warrant  to  feal  and  fubfcribe  to  it ;  and  ail 
the  people,  that  are  fubfcribers,  have  a  right  of  poffef- 
fion  to  the  whole  good  of  the  covenant,  and  to  the  feal 
thereof,  the  facrament  of  the  fupper. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed,  was  to  fhew.  By 
whofe  authority^  or  by  what  authority^  Chrifl  is  the  co- 
venant of  the  people ;  and  fo  to  hint  at  his  divine  ordi- 
nation to  this  bufmefs,  in  thefe  words,  J  will  give  thee. 
Where  you  have,  i.  The  glorious  perfon  ordaining,  /. 
2.  The  glorious  perfon  ordained,  'Thee.  3.  The  gracious 
manner  of  the  ordination.  Give,  4.  The  gracious  mo- 
tive and  ground,  /  will  give  thee,  A  fhort  word  to  each 
of  thefe. 

I/?,  The  glorious  perfon  ordaining  Chrift  to  this  work, 
I  will  give  thee ;  What  If  I  the  Lord,  I  Jehovah,  I 
the  firft  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity.  God  the  Father 
here  is  the  firft  grand  party  of  the  covenant ;  yea,  here 
is  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  effentially 
coiifidered,  contrading  with  the  Son,  and  ordaining 
him,  perfonally  conhdered,  to  this  work.  Now,  this 
glorious  perfon  ordaining  Chrifl  to  this  work  imports, 

I .  The  will  of  God  and  the  Father,  that  Chrift,  the 
fecond  perfon,  fliould  come  and  bear  the  whole  weight 
of  the  covenants  :  Hence  Chrifl  tells  us,  He  had  command- 
ment from  the  Father^  and  that  he  came  to  do  his  will^  John 
vi.  37,  38,  39.  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
by  an  unanimous  counfel,  ordained  and  appointed  the 
Son  to  come  in  his  own  perfon  upon  the  errand  of 
man's  redemption  ;  and  God  the  Father  being  the  firll 
in  the  order  of  fubfillency,  and  fo  the  firfl  in  operation 
ad  extra^  therefore  the  giving  is  primarily  afcribed  unto 
him. 

2.  His 
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2.  His  being  the  perfon  ordaining,  imports  the  divine 
authority  of  Chrifl's  commillion,  in  that  be  is  given  of  the 
Father^  and  came  from  the  Father^  John  xvi.  28.  and 
xvii,  8. ;  where  ^Chriit  commends  that  faith  which  be- 
lieves his  divine  million,  his  divine  ordination  to  this 
mediatory  work. 

3.  His  being  ordained  of  God,  imports,  God's  con" 
jidence  in  him,  as  being  both  able  for,  and  faithful  to 

perform  the  whole  work  that  he  gave  him  to  do.  He 
v/as  confident  that  he  would  be  a  faithful  and  righteous 
fervant ;  By  his  knowledge  floall  my  righteous  fervant  jiif 
iify  many.  This  is  my  beloved  Soii^  in  whom  I  am  well- 
-pleafed, 

4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordaining,  imports,  the  Fa- 
ther's "zealous  concern  for  the  redemption  and  falvation 
ot  men  ;  God  fo  loved  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son  :  I  will  give  thee.  His  hand  is  firfl  at  the  bief- 
fed  bargain,  fubfcribing  this  covenant ;  fliewing,  that 
he  will  do  the  whole  work  of  the  covenant  bv  himfelf, 
and  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  will  get  the  whole  glo- 
ry of  it :  and  hence  the  firain  in  which  he  fubfcribes, 
ver.  8.  lam  the  Lord ^  that  is  my  name^  and  my  glory  ivill 
1 7iot  give  to  another.  He  will  let  none  Ihare  of  any  of 
the  glory  of  it  but  himfelf,  either  in  the  contrivement, 
commencement,  advancement,  or  the  completement 
thereof. 

2^7j,  The  glorious  perfon  ordained^  in  the  pronoun 
THEE,  namely,  Chrid  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  glori- 
ous Trinity,  and  the  other  part  of  the  covenant ;  /  will 
give  THEE.  And  Chriil  being  the  perfon  here  ordained, 
imports, 

1.  His  having  cordially  ajfented  and  agreed  to  the  bar- 
gain ;  God  would  not  have  given  him,  if  he  had  not 
confented :  but  as  he  and  his  Father  are  one,  fo  there 
is  but  one  will  betwixt  them  ;  and  his  confent  is  record- 
ed among  the  decrees  of  heaven ;  In  the  volume  of  thy 
book  it  is  written  of  me^  Lo^  I  come, 

2.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained,  imports,  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  all  others  for  the  work  of  man's  redempti- 
on ;  Him  hath  God  the  Father  fealed:  facrifice  and  offer- 
ing thou  ivouldji  not^  a  body  hajl  ibou  given  me.  Though 
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men  and  angels  had  put  their  flioulders  to  this  work,  it 
would  nev£r  have  been  done  •  for  the  redemption  of  the 
foul  is  precious^  and  ceafcth  for  ever ^  as  to  the  creature. 
He  alone  is  the  MeiTiah,  chofen,  conftituted,  promifed, 
typified,  to  whom  all  the  prophets  gave  witnefs,  and 
we  are  not  to  look  for  another :  infufliciency  is  ingraven 
and  (lamped  upon  all  others. 

3.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained,  imports,  the  alone 
fufficiency  of  this  glorious  perfon  for  this  glorious  work. 

d  the  glorious  excellency  of  this  perfon  here  given! 
and,  O  the  glorious  fufficiency  of  this  perfon !  /  wilt 
give  thee,  I  have  laid  help  upon  one  that  is  raighty :  this 
is  he  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel^  travelling  tn  the  great- 
nefs  ofhisftrength^  mighty  to  five:  this  is  he  that  comes 
from  Edom  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah^  who  trode  the 
wine-prefs  of  his  Father'' s  wrath  alone ,  and  of  the  people 
there  was  none  with  him, 

4.  His  being  the  perfon  ordained  of  the  Father,  im- 
ports, the  unparallelled  love  both  of  him  that  gave,  and 
of  him  that  is  given  ;  both  of  the  ordainer  and  ordain- 
ed :  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
loved  us,  and  gave  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  our  fins. 
I  John  iv.  I  o.  And  herein  is  love,  that  Chrift  fo  chear- 
fully  undertook  this  work ;  He  rejoiced  in  the  habitable 
parts  of  the  earthy  and  his  delights  ivere  with  the  fons  of 
7nen^  Prov.  viii.  31.  Here  are  both  the  parties  of  the 
covenant,  God  and  Chrifl;  that  glorious  /,  and  that 
glorious  thee;  I  will  give  thee  :  two  wonderful  Cove- 
nanters. God  forefeeing  from  eternity  that  mankind 
would  be  ruined,  by  violating  the  covenant  betv/ixt  God 
and  man,  fet  on  foot  a  better  projed,  even  an  inviola- 
ble covenant  betwixt  God  andChriil:  two  unchangea- 
ble parties,  mutually  engaging  for  the  relief  and  reco- 
very of  the  loft  fmner  ;  and  Chriil  bearing  fuch  a  part 
of  the  work,  as  to  get  the  name  of  the  whole ;  /  will 
give,  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 

'^dly^  The  glorious  maniier  of  this  ordination,  is  im- 
ported in  the  word  give;  I  will  give  thee,  A  man^s 
gift  makes  room  for  him^  fays  Solomon,  and  give  him  place 
among  great  men^  Prov.  xviii.  16.  Men  are  efieem.ed 
and  refpeded  for  the  valuablenefs  of  the  gifts  and  be- 
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ncfits  they  give  ;  how  much  more  fliould  God's  gift 
make  room  for  him!  Chrilt  is  God's  gift  ;  /  will  give 
thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  And  this  giving  of 
Chriit  implies  feveral  things  which  cannot  concern  the 
manner  of  his  ordination,  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

1.  In  genera],  and  negatively^  God's  giving  of  Chrift 
does  not  imply,  that  he  was  about  to  alienate  his  own 
right  to  Chriil  from  himfelf  to  us ;  no,  he  is  (till  his 
only  begotten  Son :  when  we  give  a  thing  to  another, 
we  alienate  our  own  right  to  it ;  but  it  is  not  fo  here : 
what  God  gives,  we  may  have  the  benefit  and  ufe  of  it, 
but  God  ilill  keeps  a  right  over  us  and  it:  hence  fays 
the  apoflle.  All  things  are  yours ^  for  ye  are  ChriJTs^  and 
Chriji  is  God's,     But, 

2,  More  particularly,  and  pq/itively,  God's  giving  of 
Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  implies, 

(i.)  His  eternal  dejisnation  by  the  Father  for  this  end, 
to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  before  the  people  had 
a  being :  they  were  not  fo  much  as  confulted  in  the  mat- 
ter, when  the  contrail  was  figned  in  the  counfel  of  peace 
betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  we  have  no  rea- 
fo  to  complain  of  injury  done  us  here,  for  we  have  no- 
thing to  contrail  on  our  part :  the  breach  of  the  firft 
covenant  left  us  worfe  than  nothing  ;  for  the  firft  Adam 
left  us  with  a  burden  of  debt,  a  burden  of  poverty  and 
want ;  yea,  a  burden  of  curfes  from  the  fiery  law:  and 
all  that  we  can  do,  is  to  increafe  the  debt,  inftead  of  be- 
ing able  to  pay  it  off.   Now,  I  fay,  God's  giving  him, 
includes  his  eternal  deftination  by  the  Father  for  this 
mediatorial  work,  without  our  having  any  hand  in  it, 
or  knowledge  of  it,  or  any  obligation  lying  upon  God 
fo  to  do   as  he  did,  in  the  eternal  tranfaclion  with  his 
Son  concerning  the  people,  whom  he  defigned  to  fave. 
There  was  no  obligation  lying  upon  Chrift,  to  come  in 
our  ftead,  to  be  our  Surety,  to  take  our  guilt,  and  pay 
our  debt,  previous  to  his  own  confent ;  nor  any  obliga- 
tion upon  God  to  accept  of  a  Surety,  inftead  of  the  prin- 
cipal debtor :  therefore,   God's  giving  of  Chrift,  muft 
imply  a  tranfaclion,  wherein  the  Son   confented  to  be 
the  covenant,  to  be  the  Mediator,  to  take  our  guilt  up- 
on 
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on  him ;  and  the  Father  confented  to  fend  him,  and  ac- 
cept of  his  furetyfliip  for  loft  fmners. 

(2.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift,  impHes  his  adual  quali- 
fying^ and  fending  him  to  accomphfh  that  which  was 
contrived  from  eternity.     How  he  called  and  qualified 
him,  you  fee  in  the  preceeding  verfe  ;  he  called  him  in 
righteoufnefs,  and  qualified  him  with  a  fupereminent 
undion  of  the  Holy  Ghofl ;   /  -will  pit  my  Spirit  upon 
hinjf  and  he  Jhall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  : 
Accordingly  he  received  the  Spirit  above  the  meafure. 
How  he  fent  him,  you  fee  in  feveral  places  of  fcripture  ; 
he  gave  him  a  body,  a  true  body,  and  a  reafonable 
foul ;  and  then  he  gave  him  to  the  death  in  the  fulnefs 
of  time;  iox  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  hruifehim:  juflice  a- 
wakened  againfl  him  ;  Awake,  Ofword,  againft  my  Shep- 
herd,— fmite  the  Shpherd,    He  was  put  in  the  wine-prefs 
of  divine  vengeance,  and  bruifed  there :  he  was  not  on- 
ly bruifed  in  his  name,  being  called  a  mad-man  and  a 
devil ;  not  only  bruifed  in  his  eflate,  while  the  foxes  had 
holes  and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nejls^  but  the  Son  of  ma?i 
bad  no  where  lay  his  head ;  neither  was  he  bruifed  in  his 
body  only,  while  they  pierced  his  hands  and  his  feet ;  but 
bruifed  in  his  foul,  till  it  was  exceeding  forrowful  eve?i 
unto  death,  and  till  the  agonies  of  his  foul  prefTed  the 
blood  out  of  his  body,  even  great  drops  of  blood:  no 
wonder,  for  he   was   plunged  in  the  ocean  of  God's 
wrath,  and  fuffered  all  the  hell  that  was  due  to  fin:  fin 
being  imputed  to  him  as  the  covenant  of  the  people, 
juflice  did  not  fpare  him  ;   Rom.  viii.  32.  He  [pared  not 
his  oivn  Son,  but  gave  him  to  the  death  for  us  all, 

(3.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift  implies,  that  the  manner 
of  his  ordination  of  this  work,  was  every  w2lJ  free  and 
gratuitous  :  what  freer  then  a  gift  ?  God  gives  Chrift  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people,  without  regard  to  any  mo- 
tive, merit,  or  folicitation  of  the  people ;  yea,  and  in 
oppofition  thereto.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
merit,  either  of  condignity  or  congruity.  If  we  be  for 
merit  of  our  own,  we  muft  be  for  hell,  for  that  is  all 
that  we  merit ;  if  wretchednefs,  mifery,  and  a  mafs  of 
confufion  and  enmity,  be  accounted  merit,  then  v>^e 
may  lay  claim  to  it,  but  no  otherwife.    This  gift  is  free, 

B  b  2  in 
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in  oppofition  to  conflraint,  force,  or  necelTity :  God 
had  nothing  from  without  to  conftrain  him  to  contrive 
the  redemption  of  man,  or  to  give  Chrifl  for  that  end  ; 
though  all  mankind  Ihould  have  been  for  ever  drov^^ned 
in  the  flood  of  his  wrath,  God  had  remained  as  he  was, 
as  happy  as  ever ;  no  force  was  upon  him  to  contrive  a 
remedy  for  man.  This  gift  is  free,  in  oppofition  to 
debt :  God  owed  us  nothing  but  wrath  ;  but  we  owe 
many  millions  of  talents  to  his  infinite  juftice.  In  a 
word,  it  is  free,  in  oppofition  to  all  motives  from  with- 
out God  himfelf.  There  was  nothing  about  us,  to 
move  him  to  pity  us,  ten  thoufand  things  to  move  him 
to  deflroy  us.  Upon  what  condition  in  us  could  God 
be  moved  to  give  his  Chrill  to  us ;  feeing  our  beil  con- 
dition, before  he  gave  him  in  polTeffion  to  us,  is  a  con- 
dition of  fm  and  mifery,  death  and  thraldom  ?  But 
then  again, 

(4.)  God's  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people,  his  giving  him  thus,  I  fay,  implies  a  right  and 
iitle  that  the  people  have  to  receive  him.  God's  giving 
Chrift,  is  the  foundation  of  our  title  to  receive  him : 
faith,  which  is  the  only  a<5tual  acceptance  of  the  gift,  is 
the  mean  of  putting  us  in  poffellion  ;  but  it  would  be 
the  height  of  prefumption,  thus  to  take  and  receive,  if 
there  were  no  giving ;  John  iii.  27,  No  man  receiveth 
any  things  except  it  be  given  hi?n  from  heaven.  As  this 
receiving  then  fuppofes  a  giving  of  Chrift,  prior  to  the 
receiving,  fo  this  giving  of  Chrift  for  a  covenant  of  the 
the  people,  implies  the  people's  right,  and  title,  and  war- 
rant to  receive  him.  There  is  a  two-fold  giving  of  Chrift ; 

I .  A  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  actual  poffejjlon  ;  and 
thus  he  is  given  to  the  eled  foul  in  the  day  of  believ- 
ing ;  and  this  giving  is  the  foundation  of  his  title  to  all 
things  in  and  through  him  :  for,  Uoiv  will  he  not  with 
him  freely  give  us  all  things  f  Rom.  viii.  32.  And  till  a 
man  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift  thus,  he  hath  no  faving 
right  to  any  thing,  no  right  to  a  communion-table  ;  nay, 
no  covenant-right  to  the  food  of  his  common-table. 

2*  There  is  a  giving  of  Chrift  in  point  of  exhibition 
raid  gofpeUonfcr  ;  and  thus  he  is  given  to  the  whole  vi- 
fible  church,  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  word ;  and  this 

giving 


Christ  the  Peoples  Covenant.  197 

giving  is  a  foundation  of  our  title  to  receive  Chrift,  and 
and  our  claim  of  right  to  take  this  gift  out  of  the  hand 
of  the  Giver.     A  right  of  pofl'eiTion  none  have,  till  they 
beheve,  and  take  the  gift  that  is  offered  ;  but  a  right  of 
accefs  and  warrant  to  believe,  all  have,  whether  they 
believe  or  not,   or  whether  they  take  this  gift  out  of 
God's  hands  or  not.     That  Chrift  is  God's  gift  to  a 
whole  vifible  church  in  this  fenfe,  is  a  great  privilege, 
whatever  the  world  think  or  fay  about  it,   and  it  is  a 
part  of  my  errand  this  day,  to  tell  you  of  it :  if  it  be 
difguiling  dodrine  to  any,  and  will  not  go  down,  we 
cannot  help  it ;  it  is  Bible-dodrine,  and  gofpel-dodrine, 
and  therefore  we  mufl  preach  it  in  his  name,  who  com- 
mands us  to  preach  the  go/pel  to  every  creature.     But  I 
think,  it  fliould.be  v/elcome  doctrine  to  all  that  hear 
me.  That  Chrift  is  given  to  all  the  people  in  this  houfe, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  the  manna  was  given  to  all 
the  people  of  old,  John  vi.  32. ;  where  Chrifl  fpeaking 
to  all  the  promifcuous  multitude,  and  making  a  com- 
parifon  betwixt  himfelf,  and  the  manna  that  fell  about 
the  tents  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  fays,    Aly  Father 
giveth  you  the  true  bread  from  heaven  ;  where  the  reve- 
lation and  offer  of  Chrill  is  declared  to  be  a  giving  of 
him,  before  ever  he  be  received  or  believed  on.     It  is 
fuch  a  gift  and  grant,  as  warrants  a  man  to  believe,  and 
receive  the  gift ;  for  this  end  is  he  given  to  a  perifliing 
world;   God  Jo  loved  the  zvorld^  that  he  rr^ave  his  only  be- 
gotten SofJt   that  whofoever  believeth  on  hhn^  wiaht  not  pe- 
rifi,  but  have  everlafling  life.     As  the  brazen  ferpent 
was  given  for  a  common-good  to  the  whole  camp  of 
Ifrael,  that  whofoever  in  all  the  camp,  being  ilung  with 
the  flery-ferpents,  looked  thereto,    might  not  die,  but 
live  ;  even  fo  is  Chriil  given  as  a  common  good  to  poor 
flung  fmners,  that  looking  to  him  they  may  be  faved. 
Chrift  is  given  to  all,  in  the  difpeniation  of  this  gofpel. 
And,    O  it  fiiould  be  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  ail 
people.  That  to  us  a  child  is  born^  to  us  a  Son  is  given^ 
whofe  name  is  Wonderful.    This  giving,  in  a  general 
and  diftnite  manner,  to  all,  in  the  gofpel-ofier,  may  be, 
and  is,  for  the  mod:  part,  where  there  is  no  receiving  : 
but  there  can  be  no  receiving  of  Chriil  for  falvation^ 

where 
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where  there  is  not  this  giving ;  for,  a  man  can  receive 
nothing  except  it  be  given,  lliis  giving  then,  imphes  a 
right,  and  title,  and  warrant  to  receive  :  he  is  alfo  giv- 
en to  vou,  that  all  that  pleafe  the  bargain,  have  warrant 
to  take  pofiefiion.  He  is  your  own  already,  man,  wo- 
man, in  the  former  fenfe,  whether  you  take  him  or 
not ;  as  he  faid  to  the  Jews,  He  came  to  his  own^  and 
his  o%vn  received  hi?n  not.  But  faith's  improvement  of 
this  gift  and  grant,  among  your  hands,  would  make 
him  your  own,  in  a  peculiar  fenfe,  by  actual  poiTelfion. 

Thus  we  have  the  manner  of  his  ordination,  to  be 

the  covenant  of  the  people  ;  it  is  even  by  a  free  and  gra- 
cious donation*     The  next  thing  here  was, 

Athly^  the  gracious  motivCy  ground^  and  reafon  of  this 
divine  ordination,  which  is  julf  the  divine  will ;  /will 
give.  This  verb  mud  necerfarily  be  borrowed  from  the 
former  claufe,  I  will  hold  thine  hand  ^  and  give  thee  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people,  I  will  givf.  ;  O  fovereign  rea- 
fon !  No  gift  in  the  world  fo  free  as  Chrift :  when  men 
beilow  gifts  upon  one  anothor,  there  is  fome  impulfive 
caufe  that  excites  them  to  it,  drawn  from  their  relation 
to,  or  intereft  in  one  another  ;  drawn  from  fervices  and 
favours  received,  or  expeded  from  each  other  ;  but  no 
fuch  impulfive  caufe  here  ;  we  have  no  relation  to  God, 
but  as  his  enemies ;  we  can  do  him  no  fervice,  but  fm 
againil  him ;  therefore  can  merit  nothing  from  him, 
but  his  curie.  His  reafon  of  doing,  then,  mull  be  his 
ov;n  fovereign  will.  Men  may  rack  their  wit,  and  dif- 
pute  about  the  realbn  of  God's  anions  ;  but  their  would 
be  more  calm  reafoning  in  the  world,  about  gofpel- 
truths,  if  all  our  reafonings  did  flrike  fail  to  the  fove- 
reignty  of  free-grace,  and  floop  to  that :  he  will,  be- 
caufe  he  will ;  /  zvill  give  thee,  I  think  this  will  im- 
ports, I .  A  confcnt  and  agreement :  the  counfel  of  peace 
is  concluded,  parties  are  both  agreed ;  /  will.  2,  A 
complacency  and  fatisfaclion  :  God  is  well-pleafed  with 
this  device  of  his  own  infinite  wifdom  ;  well-pleafed 
with  the  ranfom  and  Ranfomer ;  ^his  is  my  beloved  Son^ 
in  whom  I  am  well-pleafed :  1  take  pleafure  in  giving  him 
to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people;  I  will,  3.  I  think  it 
imports  authority :    fupreme  authority  of  the   eternal 

God- 


Christ  the  People's  Covenant,  159 

Godhead,  three  in  one,  is  interpofed  in  this  matter,  for 
ordaining  Chrift  to  this  work  ;  /  wilL  And,  4.  I  think 
it  imports  an  exprefs  cojmnand^  I  will  give  thee ;  and  of 
this  command  Chrift  fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  TT-zV  com- 
mandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father y  to  lay  down  my 
life  for  my  Jheep  :  And  when  he  fays,  Lo,  I  come  to  do 
thy  will ;  by  the  which  will  we  ore  fanBified  through  the 
offering  of  the  body  ofjefus  Chrijl  once  for  all,  Heb.  x.  i  o. 

In  a  word,  it  imports.   That  the  fovereign  will  of 

Jehovah  is  the  reafon  of  all.  And  this  may  lead  ns  to, 
and  111  all  make  me  the  more  brief  upon, 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  namely,  the  reafiyu  of 
the  dodrine  ;  why  is  Chrift  given  for  a  covenayit  of  the 
peopled  And  here  I  might  fhew,  i.  Why  he  is  given. 
2.  Why  given  for  a  covenant,  3.  Why  given  for  a  co- 
venant of  the  people^  of  the  Gentiles, 

I .  Why  is  he  given,  or  exhibit  by  way  of  gift  ?  Why, 
the  grand  reafon  is  told  already,  even  his  fovereign  wilL 
Chrift,  the  great  ordinance  of  God  for  man's  recovery, 
is  difpenfed  freely,  by  a  gratuitious  gift,  that  falvation 
may  be  by  grace,  and  that  free  grace  may  get  the  whole 
glory  of  it,  from  the  foundation  to  the  cope-ftone,  with 
ihoutings  of  grace,  grace  unto  it.     The  giving  of  Chrift 
to  all,  in  the  gofpeUoffer,  is  from  fovereign  grace,  and 
muft  be  abfolutely  free  and  unconditional ;  for  what  in 
all  the  world  is  the  condition  of  the  offer  ?  If  men  be  in 
a  fmful  condition,  in  a  miferable  condition,    in  a  loll 
condition,    that  is  all  the  condition  and  qualification, 
that  I  know  neceifary  for  making  an  offer  of  Chrift  as 
a  Saviour  to  them.     If  any  clog  the  gofpel-ofter  with 
legal  terms  and  conditions,  they  encroach  upon  the  war- 
rant minifters  have  to  offer  Chrift  to  all,   and  the  war- 
rant that  all  have  to  receive  him  ;    yea,  they   encroach 
upon  fovereign  grace,  which  hath  made  this  grant  and 
offer  of  Chrift,   not  to  devils,  but  to  men  in  the  moft 
extenfive  terms :  To  you,  0  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voice 
is  to  the  fons  of  men. — Again,    the  giving  of  Chrift  to 
fome,  in  aBual  pojfejfion,  is  irom  fovereign  grace  alfo  ; 
for,  though  none  can  be  poffeffed  of  Chrift  and  his  be- 
nefits, till  by  faith  they  receive  him  \  yet  this  faith  to 

receive. 
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receive,  is  given,  as  well  as  the  gift  received  by  it ; 
Eph.  ii.  8.  By  grace  ye  are  fived,  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  yourjehes,  it  is  the  gift  of  God,  It  is  given, 
by  virtue  of  an  abfolute  promife  of  the  covenant ;  fuch 
as  that,  V)y  people  fhall  he  wiUing  i?i  the  day  of  thy  pow- 
er ;  and  fo,  the  hand  to  take  the  gift,  being  itfelf 
given  out  of  the  covenant,  the  covenant  takes  hold  of 
the  man,  before  the  man  takes  hold  of  the  covenant. 
But, 

2.  Why  is  Chriil:  given  for  a  covenant  ?  I  offer  you 
only  one  great  reafon  of  it :  he  is  given  for  a  covenant, 
that  God  might  have  more  glory  out  of  the  covenant  of 
works,  by  the  fecond  Adam's  fulfilling  of  it,  than  he 
loft  by  the  firll  Adam's  breach  and  violation  of  it.  The 
law  of  eternal  life  and  death  was  irrcverfibly  dated  only 
by  the  covenant  of  works ;  and  though  we  be  changed, 
vet  the  covenant  of  works  is  unchangeable.  And  as  by 
virtue  of  the  ftability  of  it,  all  the  Chriftlefs  world  are 
condemned,  curfed,  and  die  eternally ;  fo,  by  virtue 
of  its  being  perfectly  fulfilled  by  Chrift,  in  whom  only 
it  is  eftabliihed,  all  that  are  in  him,  are  freed  from  con- 
demnation, and  live  eternally.  What  is  the  covenant 
of  grace  ?  I  may  fay,  it  is  Chrifl's  fulfilling,  for  us,  the 
covenant  of  works.  We  were  debtors  to  the  mandato- 
ry and  minatory  part  oi  the  law,  arraigned  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  divine  juftice,  to  pay  the  debt ;  Chriil  fubfti- 
tuted  himfelf  in  our  room,  came  under  the  law,  to  pay 
the  whole  debt  due  thereunto  ;  and  now,  God  gets  more 
glory  by  his  doing  fo,  than  he  loll  by  our  fms.  Here- 
in he  glorified  his  fovereign  Majefly,  whofe  authority 
was  fo  hainoufly  violated  by  fuch  a  bafe  creature  as  man 
is,  in  that  he  received  him  not  into  his  favour,  without 
a  becoming  reparation,  made  to  his  honour,  by  the  in- 
tervention of  a  perfect  obedience,  and  full  fatisfadion. 
Herein  he  glorified  his  infinite  wifdojn^  in  finding  out  a 
man  to  reconcile  juftice  and  mercy;  to  puniih  the  fin, 
and  yet  to  pardon  the  fmner  ;  to  take  vengeance  on  fin, 
to  the  very  uttermoft,  and  yet,  to  magnify  his  mercy, 
while  the  finner  is  juitified,  accepted,  and  faved,  with- 
out his  own  fuffering.  This  is  that,  c7-5Ai/TojWo?2':(?kT«0£«, 
Th£  manifold  vvis.X)om  of  God.  Herein  he  glori- 
fied 
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fied  his  free  love,  goodnefs,  and  pity,  in  fubjefting  his 
life  to  fuch  a  death,  and  his  glory  to  fuch  a  Ihame,  and 
all  to  purchafe  fuch  vile  and  vi^orthlefs  creatures  as  we 
are,  and  to  redeem  us  from  eternal  wo  and  mifery :  as 
alfo,  his  almighty  power  is  here  glorified,  in  fupporting 
the  human  nature  of  Chrill  under  the  vafl  load  of  di- 
vine wrath,  and  law  curfes. — Herein  he  glorified  his  ho- 
lifiefs ^nd  faithfulnefs^  in  fulfilling  not  only  the  promife 
'  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  even  the  promife  of 
eternal  life,  made  to  perfect  obedience  ;  which,  though 
\ve  forfeited  in  our  own  perfons,  yet  we  recover  in 
Chrift ;  the  condition  of  life  in  the  covenant  of  works, 
being  perfeft  obedience  perfonal,  and  the  condition  of 
life  here  being  perfeQ:  obedience  and  imputed ;  and  fo 
the  promife  of  life,  upon:  the  ground  of  a  perfeft  obedi- 
ence, fulfilled  to  us  in  him  :  but  alfo  divine  faithfulnefs 
is  glorified,  in  fulfilling  all  the  threatenings  of  the  law, 
while  we,  who  come  under  the  fentence  of  death  in  the 
firft  Adam,  undergo  that  death  in  the  fecond  Adam.— 
.In  a  word,  herein  he  glorifies  his  jujiice  and  righteoiif- 
nefs^  in  the  remifTion  of  fms,  through  the  propitiation 
of  Chrill ;  Rom.  iii.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to 
he  the  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remtjfion  of  fins  that  are  paflj 
through  the  forbearance  of  God,  Herein  is  vindicative 
juflice  difplayed,  in  its  greatefl  feverity,  in  Chrill's  be- 
ing the  facrifice  and  propitiation  :  and  here  is  retributive 
juflice  illuflrioufly  declared,  in  the  fmner's  being  re- 
warded, juftified,  faved,  upon  the  blood  and  facrifice, 
the  obedience  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrill ;  yea,  all  the 
perfections  of  the  great  God  fhine  glorioufly  in  the  face 
of  Chrifl,  as  in  a  beautiful  and  bright  conflellation, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  And  for  this  reafon  he  gave  him  for  a 
covenant. 

3.  Why  is  he  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^  of 
the  Gentiles  ?  Why,  not  only  to  fhew  his  difpleafurs  at 
the  unbelief  of  the  Jews,  as  we  fee,  A£ts  iii.  46,  47. 
Rom.  xi.  II,  19,  20.;  but  alfo  to  Ihew  his  fovereignty^ 
That  he  will  have  mercy  07i  him  he  will  have  mercy  ; 
and  to  fliew  his  truth,  in  fulfilling  the  antient  prophecy 
concerning  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles.     It  is  long  fmce 

Vol.  I.  Cc  God 
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God  promiled  to  Noah,  faying,  God  Jhall  enlarge  Ja- 
pbet^  and  he  jhall  dwell  in  the  teyits  of  Shem^  Gen.  ix.  27. 
Now,  of  Japhet  came  the  Gentiles,  Gen.  xii.  5. ;  and  of 
Shem  came  the  Jews.  By  the  poilerity  of  Japhet  were 
the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles  divided.  The  illes  were  fo- 
lemnlv  by  lot  divided  among  them,  (and  probably  this 
ilk  of  Britain  among  the  reft ;)  fo  that  as  Japhet^s  dwel- 
ling" in  the  tents  of  Shem,  is  a  clear  prediction  of  the 
converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  and  their  fucceeding  to  the 
Jews,  in  their  church-privileges  ;  fo  this  direds  us  to 
underftand  the  promife  in  the  context,  The  ijles  Jhall 
wait  for  his  law.  He  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
-plc^  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  In  a  word,  he  is  given  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people,  to  fliow  the  extent  and  allfuf- 
ficiency  of  his  grace^  and  the  intrinfic  value  of  his  blood, 
Suppofe  a  prince  were  fetting  up  a  fancluary,  or  city  of 
refuge,  the  privileges  whereof  are  not  reftrided  to  any 
fort  of  men,  but  extended  to  all.  Gentiles  as  well  as 
jews ;  would  not  this  declare,  that  the  privileges  of  the 
place  are  full  and  ample,  fo  as  whofoever  comes  to  this 
fanduary,  might  be  fafe  ?  Here  alfo,  in  like  manner, 
the  fufFiciency  of  the  merit  of  Chrift,  and  the  fulnefs  of 
his  righteoufnefs  is  declared,  infomuch  that  none  can, 
with  any  ihadow  of  reafon,  exclude  themfelves,  be  what 
they  will.  People^  Gentiles^  Dark^  Blind,  Imprifoned ; 
feeing  all  Gentiles,  who  are  called  Dogs,  Aliens,  Hea- 
thens, Undrcimdfed,  are  included  ;  and  feeing  the  mot- 
to written  on  the  outfide  of  the  door  of  the  fanduary, 
is,  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come ;  all  comers  are  wel- 
come, and  refufers  left  inexcufable. 

VI.  The  fixth  thing  propofed,  was  the  application  of 
the  whole.  This  doctrine  would  admit  of  a  vaft  im- 
provement, which  we  mud  confine  to  as  narrow  bounds 
as  poffible  ;  and  we  may  improve  it, 

iji.  For  information.  If  it  be  fo,  that  Chrift,  by  di- 
vme  ordination,  is  thus  the  covenant  of  the  people  ;  in 
the  glafs  of  this  doctrine,  we  clearly  fee,  many  preci- 
ous gofpel  truths.     And, 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee,  in  what  way  it  is,  that  the 
ruin  wc  brought  upon  ourfelves,  by  the  breach  and  vio- 
lation 
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lation  of  the  covenant  of  works,  is  reparable.  We 
have  brought  ourfelves  into  a  mofl  lamentable  flate  by 
fin  ',  and  we  are  irrecoverably  lofl  indeed,  as  to  all  that 
we  can  do  for  our  own  help ;  0  Ifrael^  thou  hafi  de- 
Jiroyed  thyfelf.  Who  can  repair  that  ruin  ?  There  is  a 
glorious  ME  that  fays.  In  me  is  thy  help^  Hof.  xiii.  7. 
Who  that  ME  is,  is  explained  in  our  text,  even  a  God 
in  Chrifl,  the  glorious  /and  thee  ;  /  will  give  thee  for 
u  covenant  of  the  people.  There  is  no  help,  no  juftifica- 
tion  for  them  now  by  a  covenant  of  works ;  but  /  will 
give  thee  for  a  covenant  to  them  ;  which,  though  it  be  all 
works  to  thee,  yet  it  fhall  be  all  grace  to  them.  The 
world  is  bufy  calling  the  law  of  works  into  this  and  the 
other  handfome  Ihape,  and  pleafmg  themfelves  with  a 
fancy,  that  in  this  way  of  works  they  may  have  righte- 
oufnefs  and  life,  to  the  difparagement  of  the  way  of 
grace,  to  the  deftrudion  of  their  own  fouls,  and  to  the 
difhonour  of  Chrifl,  who  alone  is  the  covenant  of  the 
people. 

2.  Hence  we  fee  the  greatnefs  of  the  love  of  God  to- 
wards poor  fmners,  in  giving  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
perfon  as  Chrifl,  and  that  for  fuch  a  great  and  glorious 
end,  as  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  God  fo  loved  the 
worlds  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  might  not  periflo,  but  have  everlafting  life, 
Chrifl  came  not  to  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  without 
a  commiffion,  call,  and  ordination  from  his  Father.  He 
had  authority  from  the  Father  to  do  all  that  he  did  a- 
bout  the  covenant ;  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant.  Let 
not  our  notions  of  God  be  fo  grofs,  as  to  think,  that 
God  the  Father  is  of  an  implacable  nature,  full  of  feve- 
rity ;  and  that  the  Son  only  is  of  a  pleafant,  meek  na- 
ture, full  of  lenity  towards  fmners.  Nay,  God  the  Fa- 
ther was  the  iirft,  in  order  of  nature,  that  made  the 
motion  concerning  man's  redemption  ;  Chrifl  was  ap- 
pointed,  authorized,  and  given  of  him  :  behold,  the 
love  of  God  hath  gone  to  its  utmofl  hight  in  giving 
Chrifl,  for  he  cannot  give  a  greater  gift ;  and  the  love 
of  Chrifh  hath  alfo  gone  to  its  utmofl,  in  confenting 
hereto,  and  giving  himfelf,  and  all  this  to  be  no  lefs 
than  a  complete  covenant  of  the  people.     Becaufe  the 

C  c  2  people 
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people  can  do  nothing,  therefore  he  leaves  them  no- 
thing to  do  of  themfelves  j  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  a  tejl  of  the  true  religion.    All 

fchemes  that  centre  not  in  Chrift,  are  to  be  rejected ; 

and  all  fchemes  of  the  covenant,  that  make  not  Chrift 

to  be  the  all  of  it,  are  to  be  renounced :    If  I  can  find 

nothing  in  the  covenant  but  Chrill,  furely  I  find  enough, 

and  I  find  all  that  my  text  makes  of  it ;  and  if  the  world 

make  it  a  new  fcheme,  at  their  peril  be  it.     But  this  I 

fay,  that  every  fcheme,  that  leads  \.ofelf  and  takes  off 

from  Chrift,  is  a  ialfe  and  ruinous  fcheme  ;  yea,  every 

dodrine  that  advances  any  thing  to  be  a  rival  with  him, 

and  mingles  our  filthy  rags  with  his  excellent  robes,  is 

of  a  foul-ruining  nature,    and  utterly  to  be  detefted. 

The  fecond  Adam  came  not  to  patch  up,  and  amend 

old  Adam's  coat,  as  fome  exprefs  it,  but  to  give  us  a 

wholly  new  garment  of  his  own  making,  and  dyed  with 

his  own  blood  :    /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant.     Our 

chief  bufinefs,  as  minillers  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  trumpet 

forth  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  Chrift,    and  dejire 

to  knozu  nothing  but  Chrift^  and  him  crucified^  and  as  the 

all  of  the  covenant,  for  making  people  both  happy  and 

holy. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  believer's //v^^^ow  from  the 
law  as  a  covenant  of  works  :  he  is  not  under  the  law^ 
but  under  grace ;  having  clofed  with  Chrift,  Chrift  is 
now  all  the  covenant  that  he  is  under  :  he  is  freed  both 
from  the  do  and  the  die^  the  command  and  the  threa- 
tening of  the  covenant  of  works  :  they  are  made  void 
to  him  through  Chrift,  for  he  is  not  under  it,  either  to 
be  juftified  or  condemned :  he  is  not  under  its  com- 
mand, to  be  juftified  for  his  obedience ;  nor  under  its 
threatening  and  fandion,  to  be  condemned  for  his  dif- 
obedience,  as  it  is  a  covenant ;  for.  Inhere  is  no  condem- 
nation to  them  that  are  in  Chrift.  It  is  true,  as  the  law 
is  a  ride  of  obedience^  he  remains  under  it,  as  much  and 
more  than  ever,  and  ftands  obliged  thereby  to  ftudy 
perfeftion  ;  and  his  difobedience  may  bring  upon  him 
rods  and  ftripes,  and  all  the  terrible  effeds  of  God's 
fatherly  difpleafure  upon  foul  and  body  3  but  as  it  is  a 

rule 
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rule  of  acceptance,  a  condition  of  life,  or  a  covenant  of 
works,  he  hath  nothing  to  do  with  it,  nothing  to  ex- 
pert from  it,  nothing  to  fear  by  it :  he  hath  nothing  to 
do  with  it  any  more  than  a  wife  hath  to  do  with  a  dead 
hufband.  Rom.  vii.  4.  Te  are  dead  to  the  law,  by  the 
body  of  Chrtjl,  that  ye  might  be  married  to  another^  even 
to  him  that  is  raifed  from  the  dead,  that  ye  might  bring 
.forth  fruit  unto  God.  He  is  not  to  bring  forth  fruit  any 
more  to  the  dead  hufband,  to  the  law ;  but  to  Chrift, 
the  hving  hufband.  He  hath  nothing  to  exped  from  it ; 
no  life,  no  righteoufnefs,  no  happinefs,  no  holinefs  by 
his  own  legal  obedience,  but  only  by  Chrift,  a  better 
covenant.  And  he  hath  nothing  to  fear  by  it ;  no  hell, 
no  death,  no  dammation,  no  condemnation,  no  liable- 
nefs  thereto.     And  hence, 

5.  We  fee  what  place  the  believer's  obedience  hath 
in  the  covenant  of  grace  :  His  obedience  hath  no  place 
here,  in  point  of  catifality,  or  proper  federal  conditiona- 
lity ;  for  this  were  to  turn  it  into  the  fame  place  it  had 
in  the  covenant  of  works,  where,  though  there  was  na 
merit  of  condignity  (I  know  few  will  dare  to  fay  fo)  yet 
there  was  a  merit  by  paftion  ;  that  is  to  fay,  there  was 
a  promife  of  life  made  to  works  and  obedience.  Do, 
and  live.  But,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  we  aflert,  a- 
gainft  all  popifh  doctrine  whatfoever,  that  there  is  no 
fuch  reward  of  work,  obedience,  or  perfonal  holinefs, 
upon  compact  and  promife  ;  becaufe  the  tenor  of  this 
covenant  runs  upon  the  condition  of  Chrift's  obedience 
and  righteoufnefs,  apprehended  by  faith.  Gofpel-holi- 
nefs  is  of  manifold  neceffity  in  the  nevv'  covenant ;  but 
the  promife  of  life  is  not  here  made  to  the  work,  but  to 
the  worker  ;  and  to  the  worker,  not  for  his  work  ;  but 
for  the  7?ierit  of  Chrijl :  As  for  inftance.  Be  thou  faithfid 
unto  the  death,  and  I  zvill  give  thee  the  crown  of  life  ;  the 
promife  is  not  made  \.o  fidelity,  but  to  the  faithfid  per- 
fon,  whofe  fidelity  is  a  fign  that  he  is  in  Chrift,  In  luhojn 
all  the  promife s  are  yea,  and  Amen,  If  the  law  had  now 
the  promife  of  life  to  our  obedience,  we  fhould  not  have 
life  and  falvation  any  other  way  but  by  the  lavv^,  and  by 
the  works  thereof;  Gal.  iii.  21.  If  there  had  been  a 
lazv  given,  that  could  have  given  life^  verily  rightec-i fiefs 

jhoidd 
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(hould  have  been  by  the  lazu ;  therefore  our  obedience 
.  no\v  is  not  a  caufe  or  condition,  but  a  nece[fary  effed  of 
the  covenant,  and  qualification  of  all  that  are  within  the 
covenant ;  yea,  all  whom  this  covenant  takes  hold  of, 
it  makes  them  holy  :  And  therefore.  Without  holinefs  no 
man  Jhall  fee  God  ;  becaufe  without  holinefs  no  man  hath 
this  efFedive  evidence  of  his  being  within  this  holy  co- 
venant. 

6.  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  are  the  ?notives  that  now 
Ihould  influence  the  behever  in  his  obedience.  If  Chrift 
be  the  all  of  the  covenant,  and  that  he  is  loofed  from 
all  his  former  relation  to  the  covenant  of  works,  he  is 
not  to  obey  either  from  a  legal  hope  of  heaven,  or 
ilavilh  fear  of  hell.  Not  from  a  legal  hope  of  heaven  ; 
for  the  covenant  fecures  the  purchafe  of  that  by  Chrift's 
perfect  obedience  :  not  from  a  JlaviJJ:)  fear  of  hell ;  for 
the  covenant  hath  fecured  freedom  from  that  by 
Chrifl's  complete  fatisfadion.  The  principal  motive  is 
the  love  of  Chriji  eonjlraining ;  the  love  of  a  God  in 
Chrift,  who  is  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  God 
deals  not  with  believers  now  according  to  the  covenant 
of  works,  neither  ought  they  to  deal  with  him  as  if  they 
w^ere  under  it.  They  ought  to  mourn  for  fm,  to  repent, 
to  confefs,  to  beg  pardon,  but  not  in  a  legal  way,  as  if 
they  had  to  do  with  a  wrathful  judge,  but  as  having  to 
do  with  a  merciful  Father  in  Chrift :  they  are  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  law,  not  out  of  a  fervile  fear  of  hell 
rmd  Vv'rath,  but  out  of  a  child-like  love  and  willing 
mind ;  fo  far  as  the  believer  ads  otherwife,  fo  far  he  is 
imder  a  fpirit  of  bondage.  Neither  ought  the  believer 
to  ad;  from  a  dread  and  fear  of  his  being  diftnherited  ; 
fo  far  as  he  dees  fo,  it  is  not  an  ad  of  faith,  but  of  un- 
belief; for  he  cannot  view  this  covenant,  and  yet  fee 
himklf  left  at  an  uncertainty.  There  is  no  liablenefs 
to  a  forfeiture  of  its  privileges ;  Chriji  is  the  covenant  of 
the  people, 

7.  Hence  fee,  if  Chrift  be  the  covenant  of  the  people, 
by  God's  ordination,  why  the  believer  is  to  take  the 
iavvT  only  out  of  the  hand  of  a  Mediator,  and  yet  is  not 
without  law  to  God,  when  he  is  under  the  lav/  to  Chrift. 
H-e  iz  not  to  view  it  in  the  firft  covenant-form,  in  the 

hand 
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hand  of  an  abfolute  God,  but  only  in  Chrift,  and  as  it 
is  caft  into  a  new  covenant -form  :  and  the  original  au-, 
thority  of  the  law  is  not  here  diffolved,  nor  obligation 
to  obedience  diminiflied,  but  rather  ftrengthened  and 
fweetened  ;  in  regard  that  this  authority  does  now  run 
only  in  this  fweet  and  blelfed  channel,  by  the  Father's 
ordination  ;  yea,  the  Creator's  authority  and  fovereign 
ty  is  in  Chrill,  and  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead, 
and  by  the  voice  of  God  the  Father  from  the  excellent 
glory,  faying,  'This  is  7ny  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  am  well- 
pleafed :  hear  ye  him.  We  are  fo  much  obliged,  by  the 
Father's  appointment,  to  obey  him,  and  take  the  law 
only  out  of  his  hand,  that  if  we  do  it  not  we  condemn 
the  authority  of  the  Father,  and  run  crofs  to  this  divine 
ordination. 

8.  Hence  fee,  if  Chrift  be  the  all  of  the  covenant, 
then  believers  have  all  things  in  Chriji,  Chriil  being  the 
covenant  of  the  people  ;  this  covenant  is  all  his  falvation, 
and  all  his  defire.  All  his  falvation  is  here  ;,  and  well  may 
the  believer  fay,  in  the  excrcife  of  faith,  in  Chriil  I 
have  all  things  at  once ;  neither  need  I  any  more  that 
is  necelTary  to  falvation :  this  covenant  is  all  my  falvati- 
on.— He  may  fay,  in  the  point  of  juftification,  Chrifi: 
is  my  righteoufnefs,  my  treafure,  my  work,  my  cove- 
nant, my  all ;  yea,  my  all  in  all ;  For  in  him  diuelkth  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily  ;  and  believers  are  complete 
in  him,  who  of  God  is  made  to  them  wifdom^  righteoufnefs^ 
janSiificationy  and  redemption. 

9.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  Chrift  be  given  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people,  that  the  gofpel  ftridly  and  properly 
taken,  is  a  bundle  of  good  news,  glad  tidings,  and  gracious 
promifes ;  our  text  is  a  fum  of  the  gofpel,  and  it  is  a  free 
promife,  1  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  :  there 
is  no  precept  nor  commandment  here.  The  law  is  pro- 
perly a  word  of  precept,  but  not  the  gofpel :  the  law 
commands  all,  and  the  gofpel  promifes  all.  It  were  a 
difparagement  to  the  divine  law,  if  it  were  not  perfed 
and  exceeding  brc^ad,  if  there  were  any  duty  we  are 
called  unto  not  enjoined  therein  :  Why,  are  there  no 
commands  in  the  gofpel,  fay  fome  ?  We  are  ready.  Sirs, 
to  confound  the  diipcnfation   of  the  gofpel,  with  this 

gofpel 
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gofpel  itfelf ;  and  this  makes  much  wranglings  on  this 
head.  The  gofpel,  largely  taken  for  the  difpenfation 
thereof,  hath  the  whole  law  in  it,  fubfervient  thereun- 
to ;  but  (Iridtly  taken,  it  is  a  quite  other  thing  than  the 
law  of  commands.  Faith  and  repentance  may  be  called 
gofpel-commands,  if  you  fpeak  of  the  difpenfation  of 
the  gofpel ;  but  if  you  fpeak  of  the  gofpel  itfelf,  they 
come  in  under  another  confideration.  We  are  to  diflin- 
guilh  betwixt  duties  and  graces :  Faith  and  repentance^  as 
they  are  duties^  are  commanded  in  the  law ;  but  as  they 
are  graces^  they  are  promifed  in  the  gofpel.  We  are  to 
dillinguilh  betwixt  a  new  commanded  duty,  and  a 
new  prefented  object ;  the  gofpel  prefents  a  new  object 
of  faith,  a  God  in  Chrifl ;  but  the  fame  law  that  was 
from  the  beginning,  obliges  us  to  believe  whatever  new 
revelation  God  makes.  If  we  underftand  it  fafely,  then 
we  may  fay,  the  law  obliges  us  to  believe  the  gofpel, 
and  therefore  he  that  believeth  not  the  gofpel,  is  con- 
demned already  by  the  law,  John  iii.  i8.  And  this  con- 
demnation fliall  be  more  aggravated,  than  if  this  new 
object  of  faith  had  never  been  prefented,  or  if  this  light 
had  never  come  into  the  world,  ver.  19. 

10.  Hence  learn.  If  Chrifh  be  given  as  the  covenant 
of  the  people,  then  we  may  fee  the  nature  of  faith  ^  and 
its  appropriating  quality.  When  God  fays,  /  will  give 
thee  as  a  covenant  of  the  people ;  faith  fays  fomething  by 
way  of  anfwer,  correfponding  with  the  revelation  and 
teftimony  of  God  :  God  fays,  I  give ;  faith  fays,  I  take  ; 
God  fays,  I  give  him  for  a  covenant ;  faith  fays,  I  take 
him  for  a  covenant ;  God  fays,  I  give  him  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people  ;  faith  fays,  I  am  one  of  the  people  ;  I 
take  him  for  my  covenant,  my  own  all :  it  is  the  people's 
covenant  in  the  general  ofl-er,  but  my  covenant  in  the 
particular  application  of  faith  :  faith  breaks  the  Ihell,  and 
eats  the  kernel.  The  general  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel 
fays,  he  is  .given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  the  par- 
ticular application  of  faith  fays,  he  is  given  for  a  cove- 
nant to  me:  God  fays,  I  give  him;  faith  fays,  I  take 
him  as  a  gift,  a  free  gift:  God  fays,  I  give  him,  it  is  I 
that  gives  him  ;  faith  fays,  I  take  him  as  thy  gift,  as 
God's  gift:  God  fays  I  will  give  him,  it  is  my  will 

to 
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to  do  it;  faith  fays,  thy  will  be  done,  even  fo  I  take  him 
according  to  thy  will,  A?nen^  fo  be  it ;  and  all  the  peo- 
ple fhould  fay  Ame7i ;  and  every  one  for  himfelf  Ihouid 
fay  Amen  to  God's  offer,  and  receive  and  relt  upon  him 
alone  for  falvation,  as  he  is  offered ;  and  in  fo  doing, 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrijly 
they  /hall  he  faved^  A6ls  v.  1 1. 

1 1 .  Hence  fee,  if  Chriil  be  thus  given  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people,  fee  the  ground  of  faith  that  all  the 
hearers  of  the  gofpel  have :  Why,  the  oiier  is  univer- 
fal  to  all  that  hear  the  gofpel ;  I  give  him  for  a  cove- 
nant of  the  people.     Let  Arminians  maintain,  at  their 
peril,  their  iiniverfal  redemption  ;  but  we  mufl  maintain, 
at  our  peril,  the  univerfal  offer :  neceffity  is  laid  upon 
us,  and  wo  to  us,  if  we  "preach  not  this  gofpel  to  every 
creature.  Chriil  is  fo  far  given  to  all  the  people  that  hear 
the  gofpel,  that  it  is  warrantable  for  them  to  receive  the 
gift:  it  is   no  prefumption  for  them  to  take  what  God 
gives ;  they  fhall  not  be  guilty  of  vitious  intromiflion  in 
fo  doing ;  nay,  they  Ihall  be  guilty,  they  fhall  be  damned, 
if  they  believe  not,  and  take  not  God's  gift.  It  is  true, 
reprobates  will  exclude  thcmfelves,  but  this  gofpel-offer 
does  not  exclude  them ;  they  have  as  fair  a  revealed  war- 
rant to  believe,  as  the  eled  have.  We  cannot  fay,  you  are 
an  eleft  man,  you  are  an  eled:  woman,  therefore  believe ; 
we  have  no  fuch  commiffion :  nay,  God,  by  this  gofpel, 
cafls  the  covenant  in  among  all  the  people,  faying,  W/jo-- 
foever  will^  let  him  take  ;  whofoever  pleafes,  let  him  take, 
and  in  taking,  he  fhall  have  a  proof  of  his  being  an  e- 
led-veffel.  As  it  is  faid  of  the  Jews,  To  the?n  belong  the 
covenant  and  promifes  ;  fo  fay  I  to  you.  Gentiles,  the  co- 
venant belongs  to  you  ;  The  promife  is  to  you^  and  your 
children :  you  have  a  right  and  a  warrant  to  take  all ; 
and  this  right  was  fealed  to  you  in  baptifm,  and  is  pro- 
claimed to  you  in  this  gofpel ;  and  you  fliall  be  inex- 
cufable  if  you  improve  it  not :  you  will  have  none  to 
blame  for  your  damnation  but  yourfelves,  and  your 
own  enmity  and  ill-will ;  You  -will  not  come  to  me  that  ye 
might  have  life,  I  tuould  have  gathered you^  and  you  would 
?iot, 

12.  Hence  we  fee  the  certainty  of  the  converfion  of 
Vol.  1.  Dd  the 
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ibe  clcB  ;  whofe  converfion,  in  particular,  is  God's  great 
end  and  dcfign  in  exhibiting  Chrift  as  a  covenant  to  the 
people  in  general.  It  is  with  a  defign  to  give  Chrift  to 
them  in  polTcilion,  that  he  gives  him  to  a  vifible  church 
In  the  gofpel-offer.  It  is  for  the  elecl's  fake  that  the  re- 
probate have  an  offer  of  Chrift  ;  and  if  once  all  the  elect 
were  gathered,  the  found  of  the  filver-trumpet  of  the 
oofpel  Ihall  be  heard  no  more.  The  difpenfation  of  the 
gofpel  is  the  mean  which  he  fandifies  and  blefles  to  that 
end,  for  working  and  begetting  faith  in  all  the  elect, 
whofe  names,  as  I  faid  before,  are  all  recorded  in  the 
original  draught  of  the  covenant,  which  is  indeed  a  feal- 
ed  writ,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with,  till  once  w^e 
have  fubfcribed  the  open  copy  that  is  here  before  us  all. 
However,  this  work  is  not  left  arbitrary  to  the  will  of 
men,  otherwife  none  would  ever  be  willing  ;  for  all  are 
enemies,  and  the  power  of  enmity  is  infuperable  by 
men  :  therefore  our  text  promifes,  not  only  the  ineans^ 
the  general  donation  of  Chrift  in  the  indefinite  offer, 
but  aifo  the  power ^  the  effedual  application  of  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  to  the  converfion  of  all  whom  Chrift 
did  undertake  for.  Why,  the  covenant  here  exhibit- 
ed, is  propofed  as  a  covenant  of  light ;  light  to  the  Geii- 
tiles,  and  to  remove  fpiritual  darknefs :  a  covenant  of 
fight ;  to  open  blijideyes,  and  fo  to  remove  fpiritual  blind- 
nefs :  and  a  covenant  of  liberty ;  to  remove  fpiritual 
bondage  to  fm  and  Satan  ;  all  which  denote  effeclual  vo- 
cation^ which  is  a  being  brought  from  darknefs  to  light, 
TmCifrom  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  And  hence  we 
fee,  how  eftedual  vocation  and  faving  faith  followed 
upon  this  very  gofpel-difpenfation,  Afts  xiii.  47,  48. 
So  that  an  effeftual  application  of  the  covenant  of  grace 
is  here  promifed  to  Chrift,  in  behalf  of  all  that  were 
given  to  him  ;  it  is  abfolutely  promifed,  that  he  fall 
fee  his  feed y  and  fee  the  travel  of  his  foul.  The  eleRion 
fhall  obtain  ;  and  all  that  the  Father  hath  given  him,  fhall 
come  to  him :  and  yet  we  fee  that  the  accomplifliment 
hereof,  is  by  ways  and  means  of  his  appointment,  in  the 
general  invitation  and  call  of  the  gofpel.  God,  by  his 
Will  of  precept  revealed,  commands  all,  where-ever  the 
gofpel  comes,  to  believe  j  and  he  mocks  none  j  for  all 

that 
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that  do  believe  fhall  certainly  be  faved :  and  though 
none  have  power  to  make  the  means  effeQual ;  yet  the 
ntmoft  attendance  to  the  general  call  of  the  gofpel,  is 
of  the  utmofl  concernment  to  your  fouls  for  eternity  ; 
for,  who  knows  that  he  is  not  of  that  number,  whom 
Chrift  covenanted  for,  and  will  make  it  effedual  unto  ? 
But  fo  vaflly  copious  and  comprehenfive  is  this  doc- 
trine, that  I  might  begin  anew,  to  give  a  bundle  of 
more  inferences  therefrom. 

1 .  Hence  we  may  fee  the  miferahle  circiimjlances  of  all 
nnhelicvers^  that  hear  this  gofpel,  and  yet  refufe  God's 
gift  of  Chrift  as  a  covenant.  They  continue  under  a  co- 
venant of  works,  both  in  its  commanding  and  con- 
demning power.  That  they  are  under  its  condemning 
power,  is  evident ;  for,-  fays  Chrift,  He  that  believeth 
not  is  condenmed  already  :  And  that  they  are  under  its 
commanding  poAver,  is  evident  alfo  ;  for,  fays  the  apoftle, 
^hey  are  debitors  to  do  the  whole  law^  Gal.  v.  3.  In  A- 
dam*s  covenant,  they  remain  under  obligation  to  duties 
and  punifliment,  as  long  as  they  are  not  interefted  in 
the  new  covenant.  Though  by  the  gofpel  they  are  ob- 
liged to  feek  a  title  to  life  through  Chrift' s  obedience, 
and  freedom  from  wrath,  through  his  fatisfaction  ;  yet 
while  this  covenant  is  flighted,  they  remain  obliged,  in 
their  own  perfons,  to  yield  perfe^  obedience,  upon 
pain  of  damnation  :  if  they  be  not  under  the  command 
with  the  promife,  JDo,  and  li-ve^  they  are  under  the 
command  with  the  threatening,  Do^  and  he  damned. 
They  are  in  a  miferable  ftate ;  for  the  leaft  failure,  in 
obedience  to  the  command,  brings  •  them  under  the 
whole  curfe  of  the  threatening,  and  wrath  of  the  eter- 
nal God,  while  they  will  not  have  a  better  covenant. 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  folly  of  ail  that  prefer  any 
ruining  covenant  to  this  covenant^  which  God  gives  for 
our  relief.  The  covenant  of  imrks  is  now  a  ruining  co- 
venant ;  yet  many  prefer  this  covenant  to  Chrift,  the 
covenant  of  the  people.  They  prefer  their  doing  to 
Chrift's  doing,  while  they  cannot  believe  they  fnall  have 
acceptance  with  God  upon  Chrift's  doing,  and  obedi- 
ence ;  and  yet  they  will  hope,  that  if  they  do  their  beft, 
then  God  will  accept  of  them.  O  proud  devil,  that  thus 
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makes  the  dung  of  thy  duties  of  more  account  than  the 
perfect  obedience  of  the  Son  of  God  1  The  covenant 
with  hell  is  alfo  a  ruining  covenant ;  and  yet  the  world 
prefers  this  alfo  to  that  glorious  covenant,  v^hile  they 
avc  in  league  with  their  lufts,  and  prefer  their  bafe  idols 
to  the  Son  of  God. 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  law 
and  the  gofpel;  the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant 
of  grace.  The  law  promifes  nothing  but  upon  our  doing ;  . 
the  gofpel  promifes  nothing  but  upon  ChriJVs  doing  :  he 
is  the  covenant  of  the  people.  The  covenant  of  works 
promifes  life,  if  we  obey  in  our  own  perfons  ;  the  co- 
venant of  ^r-^re"  promifes  life,  if  we  obey  in  our  Surety. 
The  condition  of  the  covenant  oi  works ^  and  the  cove- 
nant oi grace  both,  imperfect  obedience ;  but  here  lies  the 
diiTerence ;  the  condition  of  the  covenant  of  works  is 
perfect  obedience  perfonal ;  the  condition  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  perfect  obedience  imputed^  and  convey- 
ed to  us  by  a  faith  of  God's  operation.  Yet  both  law  and 
gofpel  are  fweetly  fubfervient,  the  one  to  the  other,  and 
work  to  one  another's  hand,  while  the  law  declares 
what  obedience  God  requires,  and  the  gofpel  provides 
that  obedience,  and  points  out  Chrifl  as  the  all  of  it ; 
fo  faith  doth  not  make  void  the  law^  but  eftahlijhes  it^  and 
makes  it  honourable^  etc.  Chriff  hath  fulfilled  the  con- 
dition of  the  covenant,  to  the  Father's  contentment ; 
^he  Lord  is  ivell-pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake,  for  he 
hath  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee  the  difference  betwixt  God'^s  co- 
venant of  grace .y  and  our  covenant  of  duties.  Our  cove- 
nant of  duties  is  either  private  and  perfonal,  or  public 
and  national.  If  by  perfonal-covenanting  be  either  meant 
believing  at  firft,  and  laying  hold  on  God's  covenant, 
or  the  believer's  engaging,  through  grace,  to  ferve  the 
Lord,  in  all  the  duties  of  religion  ;  it  is  indeed  the  du- 
ty and  honour  of  every  perfon,  to  be  thus  engaged. 
Public  and  national  covenanting  is  alfo  the  duty  and  ho- 
nour of  a  land  :  it  was  the  glory  of  Scotland,  that  we 
were  folemnly  in  covenant ;  wherein  our  forefathers,  for 
themfelves  and  their  poflerity,  "  engaged  and  fwore  a- 
''  gainfl  popery,  prelacy,  fuperflition,  and  every  thing 
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^^  contrary  to  the  word  of  God  ;  and  to  the  doctrine, 
"  difcipHne,  worjfhip,  and  government  of  the  reform- 
*'  ed  church  of  Scotland  ; — and  that  as  we  fliould  an- 
*'  fwer  to  Jefus  Chrifl  at  the  great  day,  and  under  the 
"  pain  of  God's  everlafling  wrath,  and  of  infamy,  and 
*'  lofs  of  all  honour  and  refped  in  this  world. ''     And, 
O  may  not  our  hearts  bleed  to  think  on  our  defedion 
from  old-covenanted  principles,    and  violation  of  en- 
gagements ;  yea,  of  the  burning  and  burial  of  our  co- 
venants, and  many  grave-flones  laid  upon  the  fepulchre ; 
alfo  the  prevalancy  of  abjured  popery  in  this  land,  with- 
out being  duly  lamented,  and  the  open  introduction  of 
abjured  prelacy,    and  Englijh  popijh  cere?iwnies  and  fer- 
'vices,  in  many  places  of  this  land,  without  being  duly 
teflified  againfl ;  but  the  zeal  of  many  runs  in  another 
channel  ?    Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that  the  infamy  and 
lofs  of  honour,  and  refped  in  this  world,  mentioned  in 
that  covenant,    hath  come  upon  us,  while  our  honour 
as  a  nation,  and  glory  as  a  church,  is  funk  into  the  hor- 
rible pit  and  filthy  mire  of  infamy,  bondage,  llavery,  and 
contempt  ?    However,    covenant-obligation  to   duty  is 
what  we  ftand  ftill  under  ;  though  many  be  afnamed  of, 
and  refufe  to  own  thefe  obligations,  yet  it  is  the  glory 
of  our  land,  however  it  be  now  defaced.     And  there- 
fore, let  us  even,   in  our  approaches  to  a  communion- 
table, go  forward,  lamenting  our  fmful  defedlion  from 
the  covenanted  reformation,  acknowledging  our  folemn 
covenant-obligation  ;    and  hoping,    that  the  Lord  will, 
in  due  time,  revive  a  covenanted  work,  and  pour  out  a 
fpirit  of  reformation.     But   let   us   withal  remember, 
there  is  a  vail:  difference  betwixt  God's  covenant  and 
our  covenant,  betwixt  his  promife,    and  our  promife ; 
we  may  break  and  change  a  thoufand  times,    but  the 
covenant  of  grace  is  unchangeable,    and  ftands  fad  in 
Chrift.     Many  poor  Chriftians  miftake  matters  fadly, 
by  confounding  their  covenant  and  engagement  to  duty, 
with  God's  covenant  of  grace.    They  covenant  to  ferve 
the  Lord,  and  the  next  day  they  break  it ;  O  !  fays  the 
man,    the  covenant  of  grace  is  broken.     Grofs  igno- 
rance !    the  covenant  of  grace  is  quite  another  thing. 
Therefore, 

5.  Hence 
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c.  Hence  we  may  infer,  If  Chriil  be  given  i6r  a  co- 
venant of  the  people,  the  tranfcendent  excellency  of  this, 
above  all  other  covenants,  whether  of  legal  works,  or 
g;ofpcI-duties.  For  here  the  Father  is  promihng  to  the 
San,  that  he  (hould  be  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  and 
fo  it  imports  all  the  excellent  qualities  and  properties 
that  can  be  in  a  covenant. 

(i.)  If  Chriil  be  given  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people ;  then  it  is  a  divine  covenant,  a  covenant  of 
God's  making,  and  not  of  ours :  it  was  made  when  we 
knew  nothing  about  it ;  it  was  made  when  we  were  no- 
thing ;  yea,  when  we  were  forefeen  to  be  a  company 
of  lofl  and  undone  fmners  :  God  made  it  with  his  Son,- 
^nd  eftablilhed  all  the  articles,  promifes,  and  bleilings 
of  it,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  v/as  laid  ;  yea, 
it  is  God  that  makes  the  elecl:,  in  a  day  of  power,  to 
take  up  the  extract  of  it,  to  read  it,  to  love  it,  to  fign 
it.     Again, 

(2.)  If  Chrift  be  given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people, 
then  it  is  2l  free  covenant,  altogether  free;  abfolute, 
and  unconditional  to  us.  It  is  a  covenant  given  of  God ; 
I  ivill  give  thee  for  a  covenant.  Our  legal  hearts  are  flill 
for  giving  fomething  to  God,  and  for  giving  him  this 
and  the  other  fervice,  in  hope  of  pleafmg  and  pacifying 
him ;  and  doing  fo  and  fo  in  order  to  acceptance  with 
him.  Nay,  but  fays  God,  your  giving  me,  is  vain, 
unlefs  I  give  you  ;  your  giving  is  not  the  way  of  it, 
but  I  will  give,  and  you  (hall  take.  The  legalift  is  con- 
ftantly  for  giving,  but  the  believer  is  always  for  tak- 
ing ;  you  mud  know  that  here  you  have  nothing  to  give, 
but  to  take.  There  is  an  order  indeed  obferved  in  the 
covenant,  and  in  God's  giving :  there  is  a  condition  of 
connexion  between  one  blefling  and  another ;  firft  the 
fpirit  of  faith  is  given,  and  then  by  faith,  the  man  takes 
other  bleliings ;  and  receives  of  Chrilli's  fulnefs,  Grace 
for  grace.  Here  God  gives  all,  and  faith  takes  all.  All 
that  is  required,  is  given  ;  and  all  that  is  given,  is  giv- 
en freely.  Faith  itfelf  doth  but  receive  a  right ;  it  does 
not  give  one ;  it  ads  m  a  way  of  taking  what  God 
gives ;  it  takes  the  covenant  that  God  gives  ;  it  takes 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,   which  is  the  meritorious 
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condition  of  the  covenant,  and  fo  is  the  means  of  our 
being  accounted  righteous.  Not  one  promife  of  life, 
or  of  the  eternal  reward,  can  the  believer  lay  claim  to, 
but  in  Chrifl ;  for  all  the  promifes  are  in  hi?n  yea^  and  in 
Imn  Amen  ;  in  him,  in  him  ;  twice  over,  as  I  faid  al- 
ready :  Why,  we  cannot  claim  any  one  promife  in  our 
name,  upon  performing  any  gofpel-condition,  though 
by  the  aids  of  grace  ;  for  then,  though  it  w^ere  never 
fo  fmall,  it  were  of  debt  to  us :  but  our  only  claim  is 
in  him ;  that  is,  in  the  right  of  our  elder  Brother,  Je- 
fus  Chrifl :  and  thus  it  is  of  debt  to  him,  but  only  of 
grace  to  us.  And  thus  God  is  not  a  debtor  to  us,  but 
to  himfelf ;  to  his  own  goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  and 
to  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  *  If  either  faith  or  obedience 
'  were  a  condition,  then  there  wxre  a  fufpending  the 
'  ads  of  God,  "upon  fome  adings  of  the  creature ; 
'  which,  fays  an  eminent  divine  [Dr.  Owen],  cannot 
'  be,  without  fubjeding  eternity  to  time,  the  hrft  caufe 
*  to  the  fecond,  the  Creator  to  the  creature.'     Again, 

(3.)  If  Chrifl  be  the  covenant  of  the  people,  then  it 
is  2ifull  covenant,  having  all  things  in  it :  it  hath  grace 
and  glory  in  it ;  happinefs  and  holinefs  in  It ;  peace  and 
pardon  in  it ;  yea,  Chrifl,  who  is  all  in  all,  is  in  it ;  for 
he  is  the  all  of  it.  Who  can  tell  me  of  a  grace  or  gra- 
cious quality  that  does  not  fpring  out  of  this  covenant 
and  the  promifes  of  it  ?  It  takes  in  all  the  promifes  made 
to  Chrifl  and  to  us.  Some  promifes  are  conjiitutive  of 
the  covenant,  as  thefe  betwixt  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
concerning  a  feed ;  and  here,  Chrifl  hath  fome  peculi- 
ar promifes  appropriate  to  him,  which  are  not  afforded 
to  us  in  the  fame  manner  and  degree.  Others  are  exe- 
cutive^ or  referring  to  the  execution  and  application  of 
it,  as  Heb.  x.  11,  12.  Some  are  principal,  and  con- 
cern the  end,  eternal  life ;  others  lefs  principal,  and- 
concern  the  means,  whether  internal,  as  the  Spirit  and 
fliith  ;  or  external,  as  ordinances  ;  all  is  comprized  in 
the  covenant.     Again, , 

(4.)  If  Chrifl  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  fare  co- 
venant, T^he  fure  mercies  of  David*  This  covenant  is 
fecured  by  the  oath  of  God  to  his  eternal  Son  ;  Once 
have  I  f worn  by  my  holinefs,  that  I  %vill  not  lie  unto  Da- 

vid^ 
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njid.  He  hath  fworn,  that  the  bargain  fliall  ftand,  in 
fomuch,  that  if  all  the  devils  in  hell  fhould  attack  the 
weakeft  believer  in  Chriil,  or  that  ever  looked  towards 
a  covenanted  Chrifli,  they  cannot  ruin  him,  it  is  impof- 
fible ;  for  the  covenant,  in  which  he  is  wrapt  up,  is  e- 
ftablillied,  drawn  up,  and  concluded  betwixt  two  un- 
changeable perfons,  in  prefence  of  that  confenting,  un- 
changable  witnefs,  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  and  of 
one  and  the  fame  will  eflentially  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son  ;  The  Lord  hath  fworn^  and  will  not  repent^  Thou 
art  a  prieji  for  ever.  The  parties  of  the  covenant  of 
grace  are  not  God  a-id  man,  but  God  and  Chrifl ;  and 
the  believer  is  no  otherwife  a  party,  but  in  Chrift.  And 
here  is  a  bottom  of  everlafting  confolation,  that  Chrift 
and  he  are  within  one  and  the  fame  covenant,  and  it 
Hands  as  fure  to  them  as  it  ftands  faft  in  him. 

In  a  word,  if  Chrift  be  the  covenant,  then  it  is  a  glo- 
rioiis  covenant,  a  holy  covenant,  an  everlajiing  covenant ; 
but  I  omit  a  great  deal  of  particulars  that  1  might  here 
mention. 

6.  Hence  we  may  infer,  what  is  the  7narrow  of  the 
gofpel-feaji  in  the  facrament  of  the  fupper ;  it  is  even 
Chrift,  given  of  God  to  be  the  covenant  of  the  people : 
for,  in  the  facrament,  '  Chrift,  and  the  benefits  of  the 
'  new  covenant  are  reprefented,  fealed,  and  applied  to 
'  believers.'  To  take  the  facrament,  is  nothing  but  a 
mock,  if  people  do  not  in  it  facramentally,  really,  and 
beiievingly  take  Chrift  as  the  covenant  of  the  people : 
yea,  the  facrament  of  the  fupper  is  the  feal  of  the  cove- 
nant, confirming,  to  the  believer,  all  the  promifes 
thereof;  This  is  the  New-Te/lamcjit  in  my  blood.  The 
covenant  is  fure  enough  in  itfelf ;  but  the  believer  is  ne- 
ver too  fure  of  it,  while  he  hath  unbelief  in  him :  and 
therefore  God  hath  condefcended  to  give  us  all  that  we 
could  require  of  the  moft  faithlefs  and  diihoneft  man  up- 
on the  face  of  the  earth,  that  we  may  believe  him  ;  not 
only  his  word,  and  writ,  and  oath,  but  his  feal  too  ; 
and  all  hath  enough  to  do  to  confirm  the  believer's 
faith  ;  yea,  nothing  will  confirm  and  ftrengthen  his 
faith,  but  the  fame  almighty  power  of  God  which 
w^rought  it  at  firft,  even  the  power  whereby  he  raifed 
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Chriji  from  the  dead.  Yet,  in  thefe  means,  he  ufes  to 
convey  his  power  for  that  end  ;  and  therefore  the  be- 
liever is  to  ufe  them  :  I  fay,  the  believer^  becaufe  none, 
who,  by  unbelief,  refufe  the  covenant,  are  to  meddle 
with  the  feal  thereof,  to  profane  it ;  yea,  they  that  ufe 
the  feal,  and  refufe  the  covenant,  they  feal  their  own 
condemnation  ;  for,  being  under  the  covenant  of  works, 
they  feal  no  other  covenant,  than  that  which  they  are 
'under;  and  fo  they  feal  themfelves  up  under  the  bon- 
dage and  curfe  of  the  covenant  of  Vv^orks,  which  is  the 
heavy  curfe  of  the  great  God.  —But  now,  pafiing  all  o- 
ther  ufes,  I  come  to  clofe  with  a  v/ord, 

2^//,  For  exhortation.  If  God  hath  given  Chrid  to 
be  the  co^txi-dSit  of  the  people^  then  the  native  exhortation 
is,  I.  That  all  the  people  take  the  covenant  that  God  is 
here  giving  them.  And,  2.  That  all  who  take  this  co- 
venant take  the  feal  thereof  in  the  facrament  of  the 
fupper.  But,  at  the  time,  I  conhne  niyfclf  to  the  firil 
of  thcfe. 

The  firjl  exhortation  is  to  all  the  people  that  hear 
tne,  That  feeing  God  makes  oifer  of  his  Chrid  to  you, 
and  gives  him  as  a  covenant  cf  the  people^  you  would 
take  this  gift  off  his  hand.     I  am.  come  to  make  an  of- 
fer of  Chrift,  as  the  all  of  the  covenant,  to  you,  in  his 
name,  who  is  the  covenant,  and  in  his  Father's  name, 
who  gives  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.     If  you  go 
to  a  communion-table,  and  take  the  Teal  of  the  cove- 
nant, before  you  take  the  covenant  itfelf,  you  will  but 
mock  God,    and  fet  a  feal  to  a  blank ;  yea,  you  will 
feal  your  covenant  -ujith  hell^  and  trample  under  foot  the 
blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant.     And  therefore,   I  call 
3'ou  all,  before-hand,  to  come  and  take  the  covenant. 
i  know  not  how  the  call  will  be  entertained  ;   many  will 
ilight  it,    but  yet  we  muil  m^ake  the   offer  in  God's 
name,    who   commands  us  to   preach  the  go/pel   to  c- 
very   creature,      I    know    that    you    cannot,    and   will 
not  embrace  the  offer,   without  divine  almighty  power 
be  extended  ;  but  he  ufes  to  make  the  gofpel-oftcr  the 
channel  of  his  power  to  gain  fouls  to  himfelf.     I  know, 
moreover,  that  as  you  are  unworthy  of  fuch  an  ofler  ; 
fo  you  would  mind 5   it  is  not  mx  you  have  to  do  v/ith. 
Vol.  L  Ee  but 
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but  the  great  and  eternal  God,  that  is  offering  his  Son 
to  vou  for  a  covenant  this  day  :  and,  as  it  well  becomes 
fucii  a  glorious  God  to  make  fuch  a  glorious  offer,  fo 
it  becomes  no  vile  fmner  here  to  refufe  the  offer.  And 
chufe  or  refufe  you  muff ;  there  is  no  middle  :  either 
vou  mull:  receive  or  rejeft  Chrift  this  day,  for  he  is  of- 
fered univerially  to  all  the  people  here  for  a  covenant. 
I  know  further,  that  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  things  in 
the  world,  for  men  to  perfuade  themfelvcs,  that  God  is 
in  earneff  in  offering  Chrift  to  them,  and  giving  Chrift 
to  them  in  particular :  and  yet  becaufe  this  is  the  very 
porch  and  avenue  of  faith,  O  plead  that  God  would  de- 
liver you  from  fuch  blafphemous  thoughts  as  tend  to 
*i-ive  the  lie  to  the  God  of  truth,  who  fwears  by  his  life, 
that  he  will  have  no  plea  Jure  in  your  death.  Men  ill  all 
find  to  their  coft,  that  he  called  them  in  earneft  to  be- 
lieve, when  he  damns  them  in  earneft  for  their  unbelief^ 
for,  he  that  bcUeveth  not  fball  be  damned,  I  know  fur- 
ther, that  many  deceive  themfelves  with  a  temporary 
faith,  thinking  they  take  Chrift  when  there  is  no  faith 
of  divine  operation,  but  a  counterfeit  faith  of  their  own 
forging :  however,  the  covenant  muft  be  opened,  and 
Chrift  oftered,  tliough  he  ftiould  be  a  ftumblhig-block 
to  many,  over  w^iich  they  fall  and  break  their  necks  ; 
for  the  covenant  will  draw  fome  to  it  povvxrfully  and 
fweetly,  to  raife  a  divine  building  on  a  divine  teftimo- 
ny.  1  oft'er  then'a  whole  covenant,  a  whole  Chrift  to 
you,  in  his  Father's  name,  w^lio  gives  him  for  a  cove- 
nant :  will  not  you  take,  when  God  gives  ?  It  is  true, 
God  is  not  fpeaking  immediately  to  you  in  this  text, 
but  to  Chrift,  faying,  /  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people ;  but  ftill  fo  much  the  better  for  you,  feeing 
it  is  on  your  behalf,  that  God,  who  cannot  lie,  the  e- 
ternal  God,  is  fpeaking  to  his  eternal  Son  in  your  fa- 
vours. There  is  the  furer  ground,  and  ftronger  argu- 
ment for  your  faith,  that  you  may  fay.  Lord,  I  take 
thee  at  thy  w^ord,  and  it  is  not  thy  word  to  me  only  ; 
if  it  were  directed  immediatclv  to  me  at  the  firft  hand,  I 
am  fuch  a  black,  filthy  monftcr  of  hell,  that  I  durft  not 
credit  it ;  but  it  is  thy  Avord  to  the  fair,  fair  Immanuel, 
who  is  thy  heart's  darling  and  deliglu  \  in  whom  thou  art 

well- 
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ivell'pleafed :  and  I  think  thy  word  to  him  muft  be  a 
fure  word  ;  and  it  is  thy  word  to  him  concerning  me  : 
whatever  I  be,  I  am  fure  thou  wilt  not  go  back  of  thy 
word  to  him  ;  and  lo,  I  take  thee  at  thy  word,  and  up- 
on thy  faithful  w^ord  to  him,  who  is  the  true  and  faith- 
ful witnefs  :  I  agree  to  that  contracl,  and  put  in  my 
name,  confenting  to  have  him  for  a  covenant  to  me. 
O  fure  work,  if  that  be  the  wav  of  it  ■  as  fure  as  God 
is  faithful  and  true  to  his  eternally  beloved  Son.  Well, 
man,  woman  ;  young  and  old,  do  you  find  in  your 
heart  thus  to  take  the  covenant  in  the  bulk  ?  Need  1  fay 
any  more  for  motives  ?  Confider, 

1.  What  for  a  flafe  you  are  in,  while  you  are  out  of 
this  covenant :  you  are  under  a  covenant  of  works,  and 
fo  under  the  wrath  and"  vengeance  of  God,  under  the 
bondage  and  curfe  of  the  law ;  yea,  you  are  in  covenant 
ivith  hell  and  death  by  that  contract :  you  have  nothing 
to  exped,  but  a  terrible  death  Ihortly,  and  a  horrible 
hell  eternally. 

2.  Confider,  that  this  covenant  is  the  lafi  bargain  that 
ever  God  will  make  with  you,  or  for  you  :  the  cove- 
nant of  works  is  broken,  and  you  are  damned  for  ever, 
if  you  be  not  under  another,  for  that  bargain  is  blown 
up.  This  new  covenant  is  a  plank  after  fhipwreck ; 
though  it  was  contrived  and  tranfaded  before  the  firfi: 
was  broken  ;  yea,  from  eternity  ;  yet  it  is  a  new  bar- 
gain propofed  to  us  after  the  old  is  gone  :  and,  if  you 
refufe  this,  there  is  not  another  covenant  to  fave  you  ; 
T'here  remains  no  more  facrifce  for  ftn,  but  a  certain  fear- 
ful looking  for  of  judgment  f  and  fiery  wrath,  that  fh  all  con- 
fume  the  adverfaries, 

3.  Confider,  that  this  covenant  is  a  bargain  made  ready 
to  your  hand :  it  is  not  a  covenant  of  your  own  mak- 
ing ;  it  was  made  before  the  world  was  made,  and 
drawn  up  in  the  council  of  peace  :  and  the  all  of  it  pre- 
fented  to  you  in  Chrifl,  who  is  the  great  ordinance,  in- 
ftitution,  and  appointment  of  the  Father,  for  your  relief 
and  recovery  from  Im  and  mifery  ;  for  him  hath  God  the 
Father  fe ale d ;  fealed  and  authorized  him  to  be  the  bread 
of  life  to  perifhing  fouls  ;  fealed  and  given  him  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people :    God  hath  fealed  and  made 
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ready  a  covenant  for  you  ;  and  all  that  is  required  of 
you,  is  onlv,  that  you  will  not  difcredit  God,  and 
make  him  a  liar  ;  but  through  grace,  fet  to  your  feal, 
that  God  is  true ;  receiving  his  teltimony  concerning  his 

Son. 

4.  Confider,  that  you  have  a  good  claim  and  right  to 
this  covenant :.  or  a  warrant  to  accept  of  it :  you  have 
a  warrant,  by  the  call  and  command  of  God,  to  believe ; 
^' ':.;  IS  hiS  commandment^  that  ye  believe  on  the  name  of 
his  Son,  You  have  a  v\^arrant  fealed  to  you  already  by 
your  baptifmai  facrament ;  it  was  a  fealed  right  to  be- 
lieve in  ChriPc,  and  to  take  him  for  a  covenant ;  and 
you  dxc  obliged  thereby  to  take  hold  of  this  covenant  : 
and  if  you  v/iU  not  fet  your  hand  to  it  this  day,  you 
pradicaliy  renounce  your  bapcifm,  and  the  devil  hath  a 
iirm  hold  of  you.  You  have  a  v/arrant  from  the  gene- 
ral, indefinite  promife  and  publication  of  this  covenant 
to  you  :  'The  promife  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children  ;  and 
to  you  is  the  vjord  of  this  falvation  fent.  I  will  qive 
him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people^  a  light  to  the  Gertiles. 
So  that  it  is  publilhed  and  direded  to  you,  man  ;  to 
you,  v/onian  ;  you  have  a  claim  to  take  it  for  your  own. 
it  is  a  covenant  for  you,  for  every  foul  of  you  within 
the  four  corners  of  this  houfe  ;  even  you  that  are  think- 
ing, O  it  is  not  me  that  is  intended :  yes,  it  is  you. 
Away  with  unbelief,  and  let  your  heart  fay.  This  is  a 
covenant  for  me.  This  is  a  believing  with  application  : 
•and  wherefore  am  I  fent  here,  but  to  tell  you  that  cove- 
nant is  for  you  ?   You  are  welcome  to  it,    whofoever 

Will. 

5.  Conildcr  upon  what  terms  you  may  have  this  co- 
venant. On  what  terms  ?  The  condition  of  the  cove- 
nant is  already  fulfilled ;  Chrift  hath  brought  in  an  everla/l- 
ing  righteoufnefsj  and  God  hath  accepted  it,  and  is  well- 
plcafcd  with  it ;  and  on  this  account  promifes  all  other 
things  freely :  not  a  farthing  have  you  to  pay  for  this 
covenant,  it  is  God's  gift ;  /  will  give  thee  for  a  cove- 
nant.  There  are  but  two  words  necelfary  to  make  up 
this  whole  bufmefs ;  the  one  is  a  word  from  God,  fay- 
ing, I  ivill  give  him  for  a  covenant ;  the  other  is  from 
you,  faying,  /  take  him  for  a  covenant  to  me.     The  firfl 
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word  is  faid  already,  /  give ;  and  if  you  want  faith  to 
fay,  /  take^  this  the  covenant  hath  in  the  bofom  of  it : 
the  Spirit  to  work  faith  is  promifed  in  it ;  for  he  that 
fays,  /  give  him  for  a  covenant^  fays  aUb,  /  have  put  my 
Spirit  upon  him^  and  he  JJjall  bring  forth  judgment  to  the 
Gentiles  :  yea,  with  the  fame  breath  that  he  is  given  for 
a  covenant,  he  is  given  for  a  light  to  ope?i  the  blind  eyes, 
and  for  liberty  to  open  prifon-doors,  !Now,  faith  to  take 
is  covenanted  ;  and  this  whole  covenant,  and  all  falva- 
tion  in  it,  is  laid  to  your  hand  ;  all  is  given,  v/hen  the 
covenant  is  given.  Why,  Sir,  I  think  you  leave  no- 
thing to  do  at  ail.  Yea,  as  much  as  you  can  do,  and 
that  is  juft  nothing.  If  you  can  believe  by  your  own 
power,  then  I  will  take  back  my  word ;  but  that  I 
know  you  cannot  do  :  ~  and  1  give  you  as  m.uch  to  do 
as  my  text  allows,  which  ofers  all,  when  it  offers  Chrift 
as  a  covenant  to  you.  But  will  you  tell  me,  what  the 
worfe  are  you,  that  you  who  can  do  nothing,  get  no- 
thing to  do  ;  and  that  he  who  can  do  all  things,  gets  all 
the  work  and  all  the  praife  ?  Are  you  not  pleafed  with 
thefe  terms,  to  have  2\\  freely ^  zuithout  money ^  and  ivith- 
out  price  ? 

6.  Confider,  that  the  mof!:  part  of  the  world  rejeds 
this  covenant,  and  defpifes  this  free  gift  of  God.  The 
legal,  unbelieving  heart  will  not  have  Chrift  at  that  ea- 
fy  rate  ;  the  hellifh  proud  fpirit  of  man  is  not  for  tak- 
ing a  covenant  from  God,  but  for  making  a  covenant 
with  him,  for  as  bad  as  they  are  at  keeping  of  covenants : 
they  cannot  believe  that  God  v/ill  give  all  for  nothing  ; 
and  therefore  they  will  not  take,  without  making  fome 
bargain  of  their  own  ;  yea,  they  think,  that  this  way 
of  taking  Chrift  for  all,  is  an  enemy  to  holinefs  :  and 
'  becaufe  they  thus  contemn  and  reproach  this  holy  cove- 
nant of  free  grace,  which  only  can  furnifli  them  with 
holinefs,  therefore  God  hath  blaited  all  their  holinefs  ; 
infomuch  that  there  was  never  lefs  holinefs,  nor  more 
wickednefs  in  a  Chriflian  world.  I  fay,  the  mofl  part 
of  the  world  rejeds  Chrift,  the  gifted  covenant ;  few 
in  the  world  will  have  him ;  few  in  Scotland  will  have 
him.  And,  Is  it  nothing  to  you^  all  ye  that  pafs  by  f  Do 
you  think  it  a  fniall  matter,  to  fee  the  world  crucifying 

the 
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the  Lord  of  glory,,  and  interpretatively  renewing  the 
bloody  tragedy  again,  that  was  aclcd  at  Jerufalem  real- 
iv  ?  And  will  ye  have  a  hand  in  the  murder  alfo  ?  The 
more  they  be  that  rejed:  him,  the  more  fliould  ye  re- 
ceive him.  Pie  hath  long  been  fet  before  you  in  a 
preached  gofpel,  and  you  have  long  refufed  him ;  and 
you  know  not  but  this  may  be  the  laft  communion-offer 
that  ever  you  will  get  of  him  ;  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his 
'voice ^  harden  not  your  his  hearts^ 

7.  Confider,  that  you  cannot  pleafe  God,  nor  glorify 
him  fo  much  any  w^ay,  as  by  taking  this  gifted  cove- 
nant out  of  his  hand.  As  Abraham  ftaggered  not  at  the 
fromife  through  unbelief.^  but  was  ftro7ig  in  the  faith^ 
giving  glory  to  God  ;  fo  to  take  this  covenant  of  promife 
is  the  way  to  give  glory  to  God.  You  will  pleafe  him 
better  than  ever  your  fms  difpleafed  him ;  yea,  it  is  im- 
polhble  to  pleafe  him  another  way  ;  for,  without  faith 
It  is  impojfible  to  pleafe  God :  but  in  this  way  you  will 
pleafe  him,  and  content  his  heart;  yea,  you  will  give 
more  fatisfadion  to  his  juilice  for  all  your  fms,  than 
your  everlailing  damnation  would  do ;  for,  this  is  a  co- 
venant with  him  by  his  facrifce ;  2.  facrifice  of  a  fweet- 

fmellijig favour^  giving  infinite  fatisfadion:  for  he  that 
is  given  for  a  covenant,  is  given  for  a  facrifice ;  by  whch 
God  is  pleafed,  and  glorified  to  the  highefl. 

8.  To  name  no  more,  confider  that  this  covenant 
can  anfwer  all  objections  ;  and  the  very  propofal  in  the 
text  is  fucli  as  m^.y  obviate  all,  on  whatever  ground 
you  ftate  them.  I  zutll  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  a  light  of  the  Gentiles,  to  open  blind  eyes,  and  to 
bring  out  prifoners  out  of  their  prifon-houfe.  There  is  no 
room,  no  place  for  any  objedion  here ;  for  the  tenor 
of  the  covenant  anfwers  all  diiiiculties.  \¥hatever  be 
the  priion-houfe  you  are  in,  this  covenant  not  only 
knocks  at  the  prifon-door,  but  breaks  open  the  door, 
and  comes  in,  faying.  There  is  my  hand  of  power  to 
help  you  out ;  will  you  take  my  help  ?  0  Jfrael^  thou  hajl 
dcjiroyed  thyfclf ;  but  in  me  is  thy  help.  Will  you  have 
it  ?  Let  your  heart  fay.  Lord,  it  is  welcome.  Are  you 
in  the  prlibn  oF  the  lowefl  hell  that  ever  any  was  in  up- 
on earth  ?     This  covenant  comes  fo  low  as  to  lift  you 
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up,  if  you  do  not  reject  the  counfel  of  God  againft  your- 
felves.  Would  you  wilh  to  be  free  of  all  that  dcadnefsj 
hardnefs,  blindnefs,  flupidity,  and  enmity,  which  you 
reckon  make  you  unfit,  and  unprepared  for  coming  to 
Chrilt,  and  taking  this  covenant  ?  Why,  this  covenant 
is  adapted  for  curing  thefe  plagues ;  and  when  you  take 
this  covenant,  you  take  it  as  a  cure  for  all  thefe  difeafes, 
which  never  can  be  cured  till  you  take  this  remedy ; 
for  to  cure  yourfeives,  and  then  come  to  this  covenant, 
is  impoffible ;  but  to  come  to  this  covenant,  and  get  the 
cure  of  all  maladies  that  afFeCl  you,  is  God's  inltituted 
means  of  falvation.  Would  you  wiih  to  be  free  of  that 
temptation,  that  you  are  no  eled?  Accept  of  this  blef- 
fed  bargain,  and  your  eledion  is  fure.  Who  dare  fay- 
that  you  are  a  reprobate?  Poor  worm  of  yefterday's 
date,  will  you  fpeak  as  if  you  had  been  upon  the  privy- 
council  of  heaven  from  all  eternity  ?  Will  you  rather 
beguile  the  devil,  by  faying  Whatever  I  be,  this  cove- 
nant conftitutes  my  duty,  and  therefore  I  will  venture 
upon  the  covenant  at  the  call  of  God?  But,  if  Ibe  not  an 
elect,  I  will  not  get  grace  to  venture,  or  grace  to  be- 
lieve. What  mean  you,  man,  by  grace  to  believe  ?  Is 
not  grace  to  believe  conveyed  by  fuch  a  call  as  this  ?  And 
therefore,  if  you  flight  this  call,  you  flight  the  grace  that 
would  make  you  believe;  and  therefore,  O  let  not  the 
devil  make  a  fool  of  you. — Would  you  wifli  to  be  free  of 
that  temptation,  xhdXyou  hcrce  finned  the  Jin  agahifi  the  Hoh 
Ghoji^  and  that  there  is  no  mercy  for  youf  Why,  if  you 
embrace  this  offer  this  day,  you  may  be  fure  you  was 
never  guilty,  nor  ever  fhall.  Tell  me  the  claufe  of  the 
text  that  fecludcs  vou  from  meddlinc:  with  this  covenant ; 
and  why  will  ye  debar  yourfeives  ?  What  is  the  cafe  that 
this  covenant  cannot  anfwer?  Are  there  any  here  that 
hath  falfe  and  unconftant  hearts,  that  break  all  bonds  ? 
O  here  is  a  fuitable  covenant  for  you.  If  you  cannot 
keep  the  covenant,  the  covenant  will  keep  you.  The 
baflard-covenants  of  your  ov/n  making  will  not  keep 
you,  but  this  covenant  will,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  Are  there 
any  here  that  want  through-bearing  in  the  world,  and 
are  feared  from  ftraits,  and  even  temporal  difliculties  ? 
Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  Bread  Jhall  be  green  thee^ 

and 
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end  thy  water  J1  jail  he  fur e  ;  yea,  verily  thou/halt  be  fed  ; 
and  in  the  day  of  famine  Jh all  he  fatisfied     Are  there  any 
here  that  cannot  get  reft  among  all  the  creatures  r  Here 
is  a  covenant  thajt  lays.  Come  to  me^  all  ye  that  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden,,  and  I  will  give  you  reJL     Are  there  a- 
ny  here,  that  think  themielves  poor,  abject  creatures, 
faying,  O  I  am  but  a  burden  to  myfelf,  and  a  burden 
to  all  that  are  about  me ;  no  body  cares  for  me,   and, 
I  fear  God  cares  not  for  me  either  ;  I  am  cafl  out  at  all 
hands?  O  here  is  a  covenant  that  fays.  He  will  gather 
together  the  outcajh  of  IfraeL  Is  there  any  here  afraid  of 
death,  and  knov/s  not  how  to  get  through  that  dark 
trance  ?  O  here  is  a  covenant  fit  for  you,  that  fays,  0 
deaths  I  will  be  thy  plague  ;  and  death  foall  he  fwallowed 
up  in  vidor-j.  Are  there  any  here  labouring  under  de- 
fertion?  Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  I  will  lead  the  blind 
in  a  way  they  know  not,  I  will  never  leave  you^  nor  forfake 
you.  Are  ye  for  tlii^  covenant  ?  Is  there  any  labouring  un- 
der temptations  ?  Here  is  a  covenant  that  fays,  The  God  of 
peace  willhridfe  Satan  under  your  feet  Jh  or  tly  ;  and  my  grace 
Jhall  be  fufficicnt  for  thee.     Is   there  any  here  labouring 
under  the  power  of  fm  and  corruption  ?  Here  is  a  cove- 
nant that  fays,  7  zuill  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  cauje 
you  to  zvalk  in  my  flatutes  ;   I  will  juhdue  your  iniquity  : 
yea,  he  \vho  is  the  covenant  fays,   For  ymr  fake  I  fane- 
tify  myfe'if  that  you  alfo  niiaht  he  finSiified.     And  again, 
^he  zvater  that  I  floall  qive  him,  Jfpatl  be  in   htm  a  well 
of  water  fprin^ring  up   to    eternal  life.     Is    there    any 
here   faying,    I   am   a   loft    creature  ?     The    covenant 
is  faying,  /  come   to  feek  and  to  fave  that    which  was 
loji.  Is  there  any  here  faying,  O  i  have  fmned  to  the  ut- 
termoft  ?  This  covenant  fays.  He  is  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
termoji.  If  you  fay,  you  cannot  believe  ;  the  covenant 
fays,  Chrift,  who  is  the  all  of  the  covenant,  is  the  Au- 
thor of  faith  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  faith  is  given  when  the 
the  covenant  is  given  ;  all  grace  is  given  when  it  is  gi- 
ven. Are  you  content  to  take  this  covenant,  and  all  the 
grace  of  it  ?    If  you  fay,  you  cannot  repent,  the  cove- 
nant fay§,  //////  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right -band,  to 
give  repentance.     What  is  the  cafe  that  the  covenant 
cannot  ^nfwer  ?  Why,  fay  you,  you  are  calling  us  all, 
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both  wicked  and  godly,  to  accept  of  this  covenant :  but 
does  not  God  fay  to  the  wicked,  TP^hat  hajl  thou  to  do  to 
take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth,  Jeeing  thou  hateft  inflrucii- 
on,  and  cafleft  my  law  behind  thy  back  f  Very  true,  he 
fays  fo,  PfaL  L  16. :  Yea,  the  voice  of  God  in  the  lav/, 
fays,  Vengeance  upon  you  ;  and  there  is  no  efcaping  that 
vengeance,  but  by  hearing  and  believing  what  the  voice 
of  God  in  the  gofpel-covenant  fays,  and  by  taking  it,  not 
in  your  moiith  to  abufe  it,  but  in  your  heart  to  love  and 
improve  it  for  your  fanclification  as  well  as  for  your  juf- 
tihcation,  for  making  you  holy  as  v/ell  as  happy.  God's 
covenant  is  a  holy  covenant,  and  it  works  cut  hn,  and 
advances  holinefs  in  all  that  are  under  it.  What!  would 
you  have  me  believe  in  Chrifl  before  my  life  be  reform- 
ed ?  may  fome  fay.  Yea,  I  would  have  you  believe  in 
Chrifl,  in  order  to  reformation  ;  and  taking  him  for  a 
covenant,  in  order  to  our  fandilification.  Why  then,  fay 
you,  1  will  take  Chrift  and  my  lulls  both.  I  defy  you, 
man  ;  if  you  take  him,  you  mull  let  thcfe  go  away : 
yea,  it  is  impoflible  to  take  him,  and  keep  your  lulls 
too  ;  for,  whenever  the  covenant  of  grace  is  imbraccd, 
the  covenant  with  fm  and  hell  is  abandoned.  And 
therefore,  if  any  come  to  this  covenant  to  feek  fiielter 
to  any  one  lull  under  it,  it  is  no  coming  at  all ;  it  is  no 
faith,  but  fancy  :  yea,  it  is  a  mocking  of  God,  and  his 
holy  covenant,  and  will  bring  a  curfe  upon  you  inflead 
of  a  bleifmg.  To  come  to  this  covenant,  is  to  come  to 
the  Lamb  of  God^  that  takes  away  the  fins  of  the  world ; 
it  is  a  coming  to  Jefus  to  be  faved  from  fm.  But  O, 
fay  you,  I  cannot  think  that  the  covenant  of  grace  fays 
a  ^rood  word  to  mc  ;  I  have  been  mxakine  God  to  fevoe 
with  my  fins^  and  have  wearied  hi?n  with  mine  iniquities. 
Indeed,  the  law  and  covenant  of  works  fays.  You  arc  a 
dead  man  ;  the  foul  that  fnneth  fhall  die :  but  fee  v^'hat 
the  covenant  of  grace  fays,  Ifa.  xliii.  24,  2  ^.  /,  e-vcn  I 
am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffion  for  w.\i  name's 
fake.  Take  this  covenant  then,  and  pardon  v^ith  it,  as 
well  as  purification.  O  !  But  what  fays  tlie  covenant 
to  one  who  hath  been  neglecting  prayer,  and  forgetting 
God  all  my  days  ?  Why,  there  is  no  word  in  the  law 
for  you  but  fury  j  Pour  out  thy  fury  upon  the  heathen. 
Vol.  L  F  f  "^  and 
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and  on  the  farnUies  that  call  not  on  thy  name,  'The  wicked 
Jhall  he  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget 
God,  But  there  is  a  word  even  for  fuch  in  the  new  co- 
venant ;  /  a?n  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not,  O  come 
and  take  the  treafure  you  was  never  feeking  after  to 
this  day,  and  it  will  fweetly  determine  you  to  feek  his 
face  all  the  days  of  your  life.  O  !  but  what  will  the 
covenant  fay  to  fuch  whofe  cafe  you  have  not  touched, 
and  who  think  their  cafe  namelefs,  and  that  minifters 
cannot  find  out  a  name  for  them,  becaufe  they  are  juft 
hidden  among  the  mifl  of  the  bottomlefs  pit,  among 
the  fmoke  of  hell,  fo  as  they  cannot  be  found  out  ? 
Why,  the  covenant  hath  a  word  to  you;  Ifa.  Ixii.  i2, 
Thou  jhalt  he  called^  Sought  oiif^  a  city  not  forfaken  ; 
there  is  a  name  for  you,  thou  fiialt  be  called.  Sought  out. 
This  covenant  is  fent  this  day  to  feek  you  out  from  the 
bottom  of  the  dark  prifon  that  you  are  in,  whatever  it 
be :  will  you  take  the  benefit  of  this  covenant  ?  Are 
you  for  it,  man,  woman  ?  Will  you  have  a  Chrilt  to  be 
a  covenant  to  you  ?  Young  people,  will  you  have  him, 
that  you  may  not  live  in  the  devil's  fervice  ?  Old  people, 
will  you  have  him,  that  you  may  not  die  with  the  devil 
in  your  arms  ?  Drunkard,  will  you  have  him,  that  you 
may  get  a  drink  of  the  new  Vv^ine  of  confolation  ?  Un- 
clean perfon,  will  you  have  him,  to  wafli  you,  that  you 
mav  be  fitted  to  walk  with  him  in  white  ?  Swearer,  will 
you  have  him,  that  your  tongue  may  be  lliapped  for  a 
hallelujah  ?  Man,  woman,  who  haft  feven  devil's  in 
you,  will  you  have  him,  who  hath  the  fe-ven  Spirit  that 
are  before  the  throne  (that  is,  the  eternal  Spirit,  with  his 
various  operations)  that  he  may  put  the  devil  out  of 
you,  and  put  his  Spirit  within  you  ?  Whofoever  will 
may  have  a  covenant  this  day,  that  will  make  you  up 
for  ever. 

Is  there  any  hear  who  defpifes  all  this  love,  faying, 
I  will  keep  my  lufts  and  fms  fay  you  what  you  will ;  it  is 
but  a  new  fcheme,  perliaps  out  of  your  own  head ;  I  have 
no  fancy  for  that  covenant  ?  Say  you  fo,  man  !  then,  as 
the  Lord  lives,  you  have  fpoken  this  againft  your  own 
life.  I  proteft  againft  vou,  in  the  name  of  God,  and 
(hake  the  dull  off  my  feet,  in  v.'itncfs  againfl  you.  That, 

on 
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on  the  ninteenth  day  of  Augufl  1722,  at  a  communion 
at  Dunfermline,  Chriil,  and  in  him  all  the  covenant  of 
grace,  was  offered  to  you,  and  you  refufed  him  ;  and 
if  you  live  and  die  in  that  mind,  I  fummon  you  to  an- 
fwer  for  this  refufal,  before  his  awful  tribunal  at  the 
great  day. 

But,  becaufe  I  am  courting  a  bride  for  my  glorious 
mafler,  I  would  gladly  fpeak  her  fair  on  her  marriage- 
day  ;  therefore,  O  refufer  and  defpifer  of  Chrill:,  will 
you  bethink  yourfelf  yet,  and  take  your  word  again  j 
many  a  flight  have  you  put  upon  this  glorious  Chrifi:, 
and  yet  he  is  content  to  take  you  for  all  that ;  he  is 
loth  to  take  a  denial ;  and  therefore  I  would  afk,  in 
his  name,  before  you  give  him  a  total  refufal,  will  you 
tell  me.  Where  will  you  do  better  ?  Will  a  broken  co- 
venant of  works  be  a  better  bargain  for  you  ?  or  will 
the  black  covenant  with  hell,  and  with  your  lufts  and 
idols  be  a  better  bargain  for  you  ?  or  is  the  vain,  perifli- 
ing  world  a  better  bargain  ?  No,  no  ;  the  devil  himfelf 
does  not  think  fo,  whatever  he  fuggefts  to  you. 

But  again,  before  you  give  him  a  total  denial  and  ab- 
folute  refufal,  will  you  tell  me,  how  you  will  do  with- 
out him  ?  Or,  if  you  make  a  fhift  while  you  live,  O 
how  will  you  die  without  him  ?  and  how  will  you  ftand 
in  judgment  without  him  ?  and  death  and  judgment  may 
be  at  hand.  There  are  many  dead,  and  away  to  eterni- 
ty fmce  the  lafl  communion  here  ;  and  this  may  be  the 
lafl  communion-invitation  that  ever  you  will  get :  if  you 
refufe  Chrift  now,  it  may  be  the  laft  offer  that  ever  you 
will  get  of  him  j  he  hath  taken  many  refufals  off  your 
hand  already. 

And  finally,  my  dear  friends,  before  you  refufe  him 
wholly,  think  again  what  you  are  refufmg  :  Is  Chrift  a 
dcfpicable  perfon,  of  no  more  worth  than  to  be  flighted 
by  you,  and  trampled  under  your  feet  ?  Is  he  a  hateful 
objeft,  whom  yet  the  tongues  of  all  the  glorious  fera- 
phims  are  not  worthy  to  adore  ?  Is  the  everlafting  cove- 
venant  a  matter  of  moonfliine  ?  Is  the  love  of  God,  the 
blood  of  Chrift,  the  eternal  interefts  of  your  immortal 
fouls,  and  the  divine  glory,  all  matters  of  indifferency 
to  you  ?  Is  the  great  Jehovah,  his  giving  Chrift  to  be  a 
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covenant  of  the  people,  a  contemptible  thing  ?  and  is 
this  a  gift  not  worth  the  taking  ?  O  no,  no,  fay  ye ; 
furely  it  is  a  worthy  ofier.  Why  then,  by  the  awful  au- 
thority of  the  eternal  God,  and  by  the  blood  and  bow- 
els of  his  eternal  Son,  I  adjure  you  to  take  him  and  his 
Father's  blefling  ;  and  all  the  blelhngs  of  the  everlafling 
covenant  with  him.  O  fay  you,  I  think  1  am  gained 
and  overcome  by  this  offer  and  propofal ;  but  1  knov/ 
not  if  it  be  a  palling  thought  that  will  vanifli,  or  a  real 
faith  that  will  abide  the  trial ;  I  fear  it  be  but  loofe  work, 
and  a  temporary  flalh.  Why,  man,  the  covenant  can 
refolve  you  in  that  difficulty ;  and  it  fays.  Fear  not^ 
for  I  am  iby  God;  I  will  Jirengiben  thcc ;  I  am  thy 
falvafion.  Are  you  content  to  take  the  covenant  for  ' 
this  end,  to  difcover  the  defects  of  your  faith,  and 
to  work  in  you  the  faith  of  God's  elccl?  Can  you 
fay,  that  it  is  not  in  your  faith,  but  in  Chrifl  him- 
felf,  that  you  are  fceking  falvation ;  that  you  are 
not  building  your  faith  upon  your  faith,  nor  your 
hope  upon  your  hope,  but  both  your  faith  and  hope 
upon  the  covenant?  Can  you  fay,  that  whatever  be 
wrong  about  you  and  your  faith,  yet  you  fee  there  is 
nothing  wrong  about  Chrift  and  the  covenant,  but  that 
it  is  well-ordered  in  all  things  and  fure,  and  fuch  as  can 
right  all  that  is  v/rong  about  you  ?  Can  you  fay,  how- 
ever I  am  in  the  dark  about  my  faith,  yet  I  have  fome- 
times  found  out  my  unbelief;  and,  that  I  could  no  more 
believe  than  I  could  move  the  earth  from  its  centre ; 
but  yet  the  joyful  found  of  gofpel-grace  hath  touched 
my  heart,  and  made  me  take  up  fo  much  glory  and  ex- 
cellency in  Chrift,  that  I  think  all  the  v/orld  nothing  in 
comparifon  of  him  ;  and  I  think  m.y  heart's  defire  is,  O 
to  have  him  for  m^y  Prophet,  to  take  away  the  darknefs 
of  my  mind  ;  as  a  Prielt,  to  take  away  the  guilt  of  my 
fms ;  and  as  a  King,  to  take  av^ay  the  power  of  my 
iufts !  Gladly  would  I  have  him,  that  thus  my  foul  may 
be  bleft  in  him,  and  his  name  may  be  glorified  in  me. 
Why  then,  whatever  you  think  of  your  faith,  and  of 
yourfelf,  as  the  blackeft  m.onfter  of  guilt  that  ever  was 
out  of  hell,  yet  it  feems  you  have  the  faith  of  God's  e- 
lc6h 
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I  would  very  gladly  hope,  that  fome  fouls  in  this  af- 
fembly  are  taken  hold  of  by  the  hand  of  grace,  and  con- 
tent to  fign  this  covenant  w\i\v  their  heart :   and  woe's 
me  that  there  fliould  be  any  here  that  would  let  all  this 
love  and  grace,   and  this  good  prize  go  by  them,  and 
they  never  have  a  heart  to  it.     But  yet  fome  that  have 
a  heart  to  fign,  may  be  faying,  O  I  cannot  write,  I  can- 
not believe,  I  cannot  fubfcribe,  though  I  think  1  could 
do  it  with  a  thoufand  good-wills.     Say  you  fo,  man  ?  I 
will  tell  you  good  news,  Chriit  hath  the  book  of  the  co- 
venant in  the  one  hand,  and  the  pen  in  his  other  hand, 
ready  to  fct  down  your  name,  and  to  fubfcribe  for  you ; 
only  declare  before  witneffes  that  you  cannot  write,  and 
do  you  touch  the  pen,  faying.  Lord,  fet  down  my  name, 
confenting  to  every  article  of  the  covenant^   and  pleafed 
with  the  whole  frame  of  it.     Say  you  fo  ?  Weil,  it  is 
done,  for  he  hath  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  ;  your  name 
is  within  the  bond  already.     But  if  grace  Vvill  help  you 
to  a  nev.^  2  (St  of  faith,  a  flronger  aft,  read  over  the  co- 
venant again,  and  hear  how  the  great  Jehovah  is  fpeak- 
ing,  and  not  I ;  and  fpeaking  to  his  only  begotten  Son 
that  lies  in  his  bofom,  faying,  I  give  thee  for  a  covenant 
of  the  people.     Now,  let  faith  fay,  '  Lord,  I  take  thee  at 
thy  word ;  I  hear  thee  fpeaking  to  thy  beloved  Son  con- 
cerning me  a  poor,  dark,    blind,  and  bound  Gentile ; 
wilt  thou  ever  go  back  of  thy  word  to  thy  Son  ?  No,  in 
defpite  of  the  devil,  I  think  that  is  the  furefl  word  that 
ever  was  fpoken  ;  it  is  to  him  thou  fpeakeft,  and  to  me 
in  him  ;  and  therefore,  behold,  I  take  thee  at  thy  word  ; 
black  and  ugly  as  I  am,  the  covenant  can  make  me  fair 
an  clean :  thy  grace  hath  conquered  me,  thy  love  hatli 
drawn  me,  and  I  am  pleafed  with  the  bargain  ;  and  1 
fee  it  is  the  bed  bargain  that  ever  was  made,  for  ad- 
vancing thy  eternal  glory,  and  my  eternal  good  ;  I  fee 
it  is  all  my  falvation^  and  all  my  defire  ;  I  fee  it  is  ivell- 
ordered  in  all  things^  and  fure,''     Why  then,   the  Lord 
be  thanked  that  it  is  a  done  bargain,  and  that  God's  gift 
is  taken  off  his  hand.    And  therefore,  having  taken  then 
the  covenant,  never  fland  to  take  the  feal  in  the  facra- 
ment  of  his  fupper. 
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The  Substance  of  fome  Discourses  after 
the  Sacrament,  on  the  fame  Subject. 

NO  W,  my  friends,  it  were  not  fit  1  Ihould  detain 
you,  by  fpeaking  to  the  feveral  forts  of  people 
here  ;  I  ihall  only  drop  a  few  w^ords  in  the  general.  I 
think,  if  my  heart  deceive  me  not,  the  great  thing  I 
was  helped  to  feek,  fome  time  before  this  folemnity, 
was  not  only  afTiftance  to  miniflers,  and  to  myfelf,  ib 
as  to  be  carried  through  the  work,  for  I  thought  that 
would  foon  come  to  little  account ;  but  I  would  have 
had  a  day  of  power  among  you  that  are  the  people,  that 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  might  fhine  among  you.  And 
now,  what  fhall  I  fay  ?  O  !  TJ?  ivhom  is  the  ar?n  of  the 
Lord  revealed  f  Hath  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  done 
"vaUant!)'^  even  the  man  of  his  right-hand^  whom  he  hath 
madeftrong  for  hi/ufeff  Hath  the  Lord  appeared,  as  yet, 
for  as  much  of  the  work  as  is  over  ?  Or,  Ihall  we  expert 
that  he  will  appear  in  the  work  that  is  yet  to  follow  ?  Or, 
ihall  our  prayer  jufl  only  turn  to  our  bofom  again  ?  I  would 
afk  you,  What  welcome  entertainment  hath  Chrift,  the 
Father's  gifted  covenant,  got  among  you  this  day  ?  He 
hath  given  him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;  and  who  of 
all  the  people  have  welcomed  the  Father's  gift  ?  I  fear 
there  are  many  fools  here,  that  have  a  price  there  in 
their  hand,  but  no  heart  to  the  bargain.  But  to  all  the 
defpifers  of  Chriif,  and  all  the  refufers  of  Chrifl,  in 
Dunfermline  this  day,  in  cafe  the  Lord  may  feize  you 
with  a  word  yet  before  you  go,  I  have  a  word  to  fay  to 
you,  whether  you  have  been  at  the  Lord's  table  or  not, 
although  the  facrament-table  be  drawn,  yet  the  cove- 
nant-table is  not  drawn,  it  is  covered  yet,  and  Chrifl  is 
fet  upon  it,  and  you  are  all  welcome  ;  for  all  that  have 
eaten,  there  is  bread  enough,  and  to  fpare,  in  his  Fa- 
ther's houfe-:  Chrift,  as  the  covenant,  is  offered  to  you, 
man  ;  to  you,  woman  ;  to  you  that  are  before  me,  and 
behind  me,  and  round  about  me,  in  every  corner  of 
this  place,  though  I  do  not  fee  you,  yet  God's  eye  is 
upon  you,  and  his  word  is  direded  to  you :  yea,  thi^ 
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covenant  is  direded  and  offered  to  you,  he  is  the  peo- 
ple's covenant,    let  the  people  come,  be  who  they  will, 
even  the  vileft  monfter  of  fin  out  of  hell ;  God's  giving 
him  in  this  gofpel,  is  your  warrant  for  taking  him  :  and 
if  you  will  not  hearken  to  this  gofpel-offer  of  Chrifl  for 
a  covenant  to  you,  I  charge  you,  in  God's  name,  and 
as  you  will  anfwer  at  his  tribunal,    to  declare  before 
him  and  your  own  confciences,  what  ye  have  to  fay  a- 
gainfl  him  ;  is  it  that  you  are  not  holy  ?  Nay,  you  Ihall 
not  have  that  to  fay,  for  to  the  unholiefl  foul  here  this 
covenant  is  offered,  for  this  end  to  make  you  hoi  •  ; 
and  never  fhall  you  be  holy  till  you  come  and  riccept  of 
it.     Is  it  that  you  have  not  grace  to  come  ?  Why,  man, 
when  this  covenant  is  offered,  Chrifl  and  all  the  graces 
in  him  is  offered,  and  among  the  reft,    grace  to  draw 
you  :  and  if  you  will  not  put  away  this  grace  from  you, 
it  will  take  hold  of  you. — Is  your  objection  this,  I  fear 
my  unbelief,    enmity,    and  ill-vv^ill,    put  away  ail  that 
grace  ?  why,  that  is  the  thing  moft  to  be  feared  ;  and 
yet,  if  that  be  indeed  your  fear,  there  is  the  \th  ground 
of  fear  ;  for  this  covenant  is  offered  to  you,  to  take  awav 
your  ill-will  and  enmity.  Are  you  content  to  have  God's 
gifted  covenant  for  that  end  ?  Really  I  know  not  what 
good  thing  it  is  in  all  the  world  that  you  want  or  need 
but  what  is  offered  to  you  in  this  covenant :  for  Chrifl 
is  the  all  of  the  covenant ;  and  he  who  is  the  all  of  it, 
is  all  in  all :  and  therefore,  I  charge  you  again,  before 
you  bid  him  farewel,  to  declare  what  you  have  to  fay 
againft  him,  whom  God  is  giving  for  a  covenant :  Shall 
I  take  your  filence  for  a  confeffion,  that  you  have  No- 
thing to  fay  againft  him  ?  Then,  by  the  glory  of  God 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  by  the  eternal  falvatioa 
of  your  immortal  fouls,  by  all  the  joys  of  the  redeemed, 
and  torments  of  the  damned,  I  charge  you  all,  and  e- 
very  one  of  you,  to  welcome  the  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple that  God  is  giving,  and  that  by  your  hearty  faying. 
Even  fo,  I  take  him,  as  the  Father  offers  him  in  the  gof- 
pel, to  be  a  whole  covenant  to  me,  to  do  all  mv  work 
in  me,  and  for  me.  What  fay  you,  drunkard,  fwearer, 
whoremonger,  fcarlet-coloured  fmner  in  Dunfermline  ? 
What  fay  you,  communicant  and  fpe6lator  ?  It  may  be, 
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the  thing  that  keeps  you  back,  is,  O  I  am  unworthy 
to  have  him ;  true,  but  unworthy  monfter  of  hell  as  you 
are,  if  you  think  him  worthy  to  be  received,  I  charge 
you  agam,  by  all  the  blood  that  he  flied  at  Jerufalem, 
and  by  all  the  bowels  of  compallion  that  move  within 
him,  that  you  do  not  refufe  him,  but  welcome  God's 
c;ii't,  v/elcome  God's  Send,  faying,  Bleffcd  is  be  that 
comeih  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  If,  after  all,  you  are  fay- 
inc^,  ftay  a  httle.  Sir,  let  me  take  it  to  advifement  for 
fonie  days :  No,  no,  man,  woman  ;  I  have  no  commiffion 
to  allow  you  a  day,  or  an  hour's  delay ;  'To-day  ^  if  ye 
lulll  heat  his  voice ^  harden  not  you  heart :  If  you  refufe 
to-day,  I  know  not  but  you  may  be  in  hell  to-morrow. 
What  if  the  next  hour  the  breath  ihould  go  out  of  your 
body  ?  and  if  your  foul  fliould  flit  out  of  your  body  be- 
fore it  flee  in  to  Chrifl,  you  are  gone,  you  are  undone 
for  ever :  if  God's  omnipotent  grace  and  almighty  pow- 
er, which  only  can  make  you  willing  to  accept  of  his 
ofter,  be  not  accompanying  this  call,  he  needs  not  our 
apology  *,  he  is  the  Sovereign,  that  is  obliged  as  a  debtor 
to  none  but  himfelf,  and  his  own  pleafure,  and  his  Son's 
rio'hteoufnefs ;  yet  filU  you  are  obliged  to  obey  his  call, 
and  your  wilful  r ejeding,  is  inexcufable.  And  therefore, 
if,  after  all,  this  gift  of  God  for  a  covenant  of  the  peo- 
ple, be  flighted  by  you,  you  not  being  content  that  God 
fliould  rent  and  tear  the  old  contract  that  was  betwixt 
you  and  your  lufts,  but  efteeming  it  above  this  covenant, 
betv/ixt  God   the  giver,  and  you  the   refufer,  be  it; 
let  him  and  you  reckon  together,  I  hope  I  am  free  of 
your  blood  this  day,  for  there  will  be  blood  in  the  cafe: 
if  you  will  not  have  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant to  wafli  you,  to  juftify  you,  to  fandtify  and  fave 
you,  nor  believe  that  God  gives  it  to  you  to  be  receiv- 
ed for  that  end,  then  there  will  be  blood  for  blood ; 
He  that  belicveth  not  Jh all  be  damned.     Remember  what 
a  free  offer  of  Chrifl:  you  have  got  this  day  ;  you  have 
nothino-  to  pay  for  this  covenant ;  I  'will  give  thee  fur  a 
covenant :  you  have  notliijig  to  pay  for  a  pardon  ;  the 
condition  of  the  covenant  is  fulfilled  by  Chrill,  and  in 
it  is  a  full  payment  of  all  debt  ;  and  therefore,  fo  freely 
is  the  pardon,  and  life  offered  to  you,  that  you  cannot 
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have  it  till  you  have  nothing  to  pay  for  it.  See  how  the 
creditor  deals  with  the  debtor  in  the  parable,  Luke  vii.  42. 
When  they  had  nothing  to  pay^    he  frankly  forgave  them 
both.    Now,  the  legal  old-covenant  heart  of  many  lays, 
with  the  wicked  fcrvant,  Lord^  have  patience  with  we, 
and  I  will  pay  thee  all ;  I  v/ill  grow  a  better  man.  I  will 
fall  a  repenting  and  reforming,   and  then  I  hope  God 
will  pardon  me  :    that  man  hath  fomething  to  pay,  at 
leaii;  he  fancies  fo,  and  therefore  he  hath  no  forgivenefs. 
But  when  a  poor  foul  is  brought  to  this.  Oh !  I  have 
nothing  to  pay  ;   if  I  be  the  payer  of  my  own  debt,  it 
will  never  be  paid  for.  me;  the  debt  of  fatisfaclion  will 
never  be  paid  for   me  ;    the   debt   of  obedience,  the 
debt  of  duty ;  I  have  nothing  to  pay  my  debt,  nay,  not 
the  leaf!  farthing  of  the  debt,  were  it  but  a  good  thought, 
it  can  never  be  paid  by  me  :  Why  then,  that  mnn  (lands 
fair  for  a  full  remiihon,  according  to  this  free  covenant ; 
When  they  had  nothing  to  pay  ^  he  frankly  forg-ave  them  hoth^ 
Are  you  for  this  nev/-covenant  way  of  it,  to  come  and 
bring  nothing,  and  get  all  freely  out  of  the  covenant^ 
that  belongs  to  grace  and  glory,  debt  and  duty,  happi- 
nefs  and  holincfs  ?  Now,  what  Ihali  I  fay  to  ^oA^  when 
I  go  back  to  my  ciofet,  where  I  was  pleading  the  lad 
weekj  that  he  v^^ould  fliew  his  glory,  and  draw  fome 
of  you  to  himfeif  ?  Ihall  I  go  with  a  complaint  upon  you, 
and  fay,  '  Lord,  they  will  not  come  ;   they  prefer  their 
bafe  luifs  to  the  glorious  Lord  Jefus ;  the  drunkard  pre- 
fers  his  cups  to  thee  ;    the   whoremonger  prefers  his 
whoredom  to  thee  ;  the  covetous  man  prefers  the  world 
to  thee  ;  the  Icgalift  prefers  his  own  righteoufnefs  to 
thee?  Shall  we  complain  to  this  purpofe?  Or,  will  v^ou 
give  occafion  to  Chriil  to  complain  upon  you  to  his  Fa- 
ther, faying.  Father,  thou  didil  give  me  to  be  a  covenant 
of  the  people,  but  there  is  a  people  in  Dunfcrn\ilne,  that 
care  not  for  me,  and  defpife  thy  gift ;   ^hey  will  not  come 
to  me  that  the^  might  have  life  f"   O !  will  not  the  Father 
frown  upon  you,  when  the  Son  complains  upon  you  I 
And,  O  if  you  continue  of  that  mind,  he  will  b:own  you 
to  hell.     But,  O  may  we  hope  that  fome  at  \t?^l  have 
fubfcribed  their  names  to  the  covenant  this  dav?     We 
would  go  back  to  God  with  a  fong  of  praife  in  our  naouthsg 
Vol.  L   '  G  g  and 
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and  glorify  his  name  for  the  wonders  of  his  grace ;  yea, 
if  I  may  fo  exj)refs  it,  Chrifl  would  with  a  glad  heart 
Ihew  his  Father  the  copy  of  the  covenant  that  you  have 
figned,  and  that  was  offered  and  directed  to  you,  as  to 
the  Gentiles ;  to  thefe  that  were  under  darknefs,  blind- 
nefs,  and  bondage,  and  in  the  prifon  of  (in,  death,  and 
wrath.  Will  not  the  Father  be  pleafed  when  the  cove- 
nant-roll is  read  over,  with  the  names  of  all  the  fubfcrib- 
^rs  and  affentcrs  to  the  covenant,  and  your  name  among 
the  reil  ?  There  is  one  that  fubfcribed  his  name  thus,  I, 
one  of  the  people^  one  of  the  Gentiles  ;  I,  one  of  the  blind 
and  bound  prifoners^  aifenting  and  confenting.  Well, 
may  God  fay,  was  not  the  covenant  directed  and  offer- 
ed to  the  people  of  that  name  ?  Yes,  Father,  it  was. 
Why  then,  let  the  name  (land  there  rcgiftrated  to  eter- 
nity, it  fliall  never  be  blotted  out  for  me;  Him  that 
Cometh^  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  him  out.  Since  they  had  no 
better  name  to  fign  withal,  than  the  name  of  fmner,  a- 
poilate,  backllider,  criminal,  leper,  blackamoor,  Have, 
and  hell's  drudges ;  yet  ail'enting  and  confenting  to  this 
covenant ;  this  covenant  that  they  have  fubfcribed,  jQiall 
make  their  names  better  than  that  offons  and  daughters. 
They  fhall  have  a  name  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem  ; 
even  a  nezv  name^  and  the  white  ftone^  that  no  man 
knoweih^  but  he  that  receiveth  it. 

Now,  as  we  have  a  commiilion  from  the  Lord  to  tell 
you,  that  you  are  welcome  to  him  ;  fo,  O  !  Ihall  we 
have  a  commiilion  from  you,  to  tell  him  that  he  is  wel- 
come to  you  ?  Since  God  the  Fatlier  declares,  that  you 
are  v/clcome  to  his  Son,  faying,  I  will  give  him  for  a  co- 
venant of  the  people  ;  fhall  we  go  and  tell  him,  O  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  people  at  the 
facrament  in  Dunfermline,  have  taken  thee  at  thy  word, 
and  are  faying  in  their  hearts,  thy  Son  is  welcome  to 
them  ?  O  if  Chrifl  and  you  welcome  one  another  this 
day,  whether  it  be  the  firfl  welcoming  to  fome  of  you, 
or  a  confirming  welcoming  to  others;  if  he  and  you  I 
fay,  be  welcoming  one  another  this  day.  Glory,  glory 
tvi  God  tliat  ever  this  dav  davv^ned.  Eternity  will  be 
duration  little  enough  to  praife  him  for  this  day.  Glory, 
glory  to   God  for  the  three  happy  meetings :  glory  to 
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him  for  the  happy  meeting  betwixt  the  divine  and  hu- 
man nature  in  one  perfon,  and  that  is  the  glorious  per- 
fon  given  to  be  a  covenant  to  you  ;  glory  to  him  for  the 
happy  meeting  betwixt  juftice  and  mercy,  who  have 
kilfed  one  another,  and  faid,  We  are  both  pleafed,  and 
are  honoured  by  him,  who  is  given  for  the  covenant 
of  the  people  ;  and  glory  to  him  for  the  happy  meeting 
betwixt  the  Saviour  and  the  fmner,  betwixt  the  cove- 
nant and  the  people  :  Is  it  a  meeting  indeed  !  Hath 
the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  met  with  you  in  Dun- 
fermline ?  Hath  the  Covenant  taken  hold  of  your  hearts  ? 
O  glory  to  him,  for  it  is  a  meeting  never  to  part ;  the 
Covenant  will  never  quit  its  holding  again  :  and  there- 
fore, As  you  have  received  Chriji^  fo  'walk  you  in  him  ; 
as  you  have  received  God's  gifted  covenant,  fo  make 
ufe  of  it,  and  improve  it. 

When  you  find  you  have  no  righteoufnefs,  look  to 
the  covenant  to  furnifh  you  \  For  his  nameflmll  be  called^ 
The  Lord  our  righteousness.  When  you  find  you 
have  no  ftrength,  look  to  the  covenant  to  furniili  you ; 
for  it  fays.  My  Jirength  jhall  be  perfed  in  thy  weaknefs. 
When  you  find  you  have  no  life  nor  livelinefs,  look  to 
the  covenant  to  furnifh  you  ;  for  it  fays,  I  am  the  re- 
furreclion  and  the  life.  When  you  feel  little  of  the  Spi- 
rit's influences,  look  to  the  covenant  to  furnifli  you  ; 
for  it  fays,  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirjiy^  and 
floods  on  the  dry  ground.  When  you  find  you  have  much 
fin  and  guilt  in  and  about  you,  look  to  the  covenant  for 
pardon  ;  for  it  fays,  /,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy 
tranfgrejjions  for  my  narae' s  fake.  When  you  find  your 
lulls  and  corruptions  to  be  powerful  and  prevalent, 
look  to  the  covenant  for  mortification;  for  it  fays,  Sin 
fhall  not  have  dominion  over  you^  for  ye  are  not  under  the 
law^  but  under  grace.  When  you  find  little  or  no  holi- 
nefs  taking  place  in  your  hearts  and  ways,  look  to  this 
holy  covenant,  and  it  will  make  you  more  holy  than  e- 
ver  the  covenant  of  works  could  do  ;  for  this  covenant 
of  grace  does  prefent  the  law  with  a  perfect  holinefs, 
whether  you  take  it  as  the  law  of  works,  or  a  rule  of 
life  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator.  As  the  law  is  a  covenoM 
of  works ^  the  behever  hath,  by  this  covenant,  a  perfed 

G  g  2  hohnefs 


I'iyG     Christ  the  People's  Covenant.     &e  r  m  .  IV. 

holinefs  in  his  hand,  a  divine  righteoufnefs  anfwering 
to  that :  and  as  the  law  is  a  ride  of  life ^  in  the  hand  of 
Chriii:,  the  behever  hath,  by  this  new  covenant,  a  per- 
fed  holinefs  alfo,  not  only  by  virtue  of  his  union  to 
Chrift  the  fountain  of  holinefs  ;  but  in  his  ov/n  perfon ; 
lie  hath  a  perfection  of  parts  here,  and  a  perfedion  of 
degrees  hereafter.  But  as  to  this  perfection  of  parts  in 
time,  it  is  indeed  many  times  fo  low,  that  the  believer 
can  hardlv  difcern  it. 

Vvhy,  m.ay  one  fay,  The  thing  that  frightens  me  is, 
left  1  be  a  practical  Antinomian,  and  a  gofpcl-hypocrite ; 
becaufe,  though  1  think  my  heart  goes  in  to  the  offer  of 
Chriil:  as  a  covenant,  yet  I  can  never  find  the  povv-erful  and 
f  infiifying  virtue  of  this  covenant,  to  deftroy  my  iuds  and 
corru-ptions,  but  liill  iniquity  prevails  againii  me ;  and  can 
I  take  comfort  in  the  covenant  in  that  cafe,  without  abuf- 
ing  free  grace  to  licentioufnefs  ?  For  clearing  this,  1  fhail 
only  fay  to  you,  that  if  you  can  nouriili  and  cherilli  fin, 
and  yet  take  comfort  in  the  covenant ;  that  comfort  is  fufpi- 
cious-like,  and  flows  from  a  fancy,  and  not  from  the  faith 
of  God's  operation  ;  for,  tie  that  hath  this  hope^  piiri- 
fieth  himfef^  even  as  God  is  pure.  Faith  purifies  the  heart, 
where-ever  it  is  in  exercife  ;  and  to  take  comfort  in  or 
from  the  covenant,  and  yet  take  pleafure  in  fin,  at  the 
fame  time,  is  a  dream,  and  a  delufion  that  the  believer 
cannot  be  under,  unlefs  he  be  in  a  fit  of  temptation. 
But  as  to  fin  prevailing  ;  fin  may  prevail  againfi:  a  be- 
liever, and  yet  he  mav  have  comfort  in  the  covenant ; 
as  David  had,  when  he  fays.  Iniquities  prevail  againji 
me  ;  they  are  againlf  my  will,  againll  my  heart,  againft 
my  prayers,  againil  my  inclinations  ;  and  he  immediate- 
ly adds,  As  for  our  tranfgrc[fions^  ihou  fh alt  purge  them 
aivay^  Pfal.  Ixv.  3,  But  thou,  poor  foul,  that  fays  you 
never  found  the  fanctifying  virtue  of  the  covenant; 
Why,  did  you  never  get  grace  to  wrefi:]e  againil  fin  ? 
that  is  fome  virtue.  Doth  prevalency  of  fin  never  hum- 
l>le  you  to  the  dull  ?  that  is  fome  virtue.  Do  vou  fee 
and  lament  your  own  unholinefs  ?  that  is  fome  virtue. 
Doth  the  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  power  of  fin  never 
maive  you  long  for  complete  victory  and  freedom  from 
fin  ?  that  is  fome  virtue.     Did  the  power  of  a  body  of 
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death  never  make  you  look  upon  yourfelves  as  wretch- 
ed, faying,  0  wretched perf on  that  lam!  who  jhall  de^- 
liver  Tiiefrom  it  f  that  is  fome  virtue.  Did  the  prevalen- 
cy  of  fni  never  force  you  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the 
fountain  open  for  fin  arid  for  iincleannefs  f  that  is  fome  vir- 
tue. Are  you  glad  of  any  vidory  you  got  over  your 
corruption  ?  yea,  that  is  fome  virtue.  How  do  you  find 
it  w^ith  you,  when  the  light  of  the  covenant  is  Ihining 
on  your  foul  ?  Do  you  not  find  your  heart  rihng  againlt 
fm  ?  then  that  is  fome  virtue.  How  do  you  find  it  with 
you  between  hands,  when  iniquity  is  prevailing  ?  Do 
you  not  find  yourfelf  uneafy,  and  out  of  your  element,  ay 
till  the  Lord  return  ?  that  is  fome  virtue. — Do  not  de- 
ny the  faftifying  virtue  of  the  covenant :  and  what  can 
be  the  reafon  of- it,  that  though  you  fign  the  covenant, 
and  go  in  to  it,  yet  you  fmd  fo  little  of  its  powerful 
fandifying  virtue  ?  I  will  tell  you  one  reafon  of  your  in- 
llability  and  inconflancy  this  way  :  It  m.ay  be,  when  you 
figned  the  covenant,  you  put  not  your  name  at  the  foot 
of  the  bond,  but  fet  your  name  too  far  up,  as  if  you 
were  a  party-covenanting ;  you  are  to  fign  as  aparty-con- 
fenting,  but  not  as  a  party-contrading :  The  covenant 
was  drawn  up,  and  figned  by  two  unchangeable  parties 
from  eternity,  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  you,  for- 
footh,  would  have  your  name  in  the  midfl  of  the  con- 
trad:,  as  if  you  were  promifmg  and  contracting  fome- 
thing  for  your  part  conjundly  with  him,  who  is  the  firfl 
and  the  laft,  and  the  all  of  the  covenant.  Remember 
you  are  but  a  poor  affenter  at  bell ;  and  therefore  put 
your  name  lower  down  ;  for  your  work  is  juil  to  do 
nothing,  but  to  confent  to  take  him,  to  do  all  your 
work  in  you,  and  for  you :  for,  fays  the  Lord  in  my 
context  here.  My  glory  will  I  not  give  to  another.  He  ac- 
counts it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,  to  perform  all  that  is 
within  the  covenant ;  and  he  will  not  let  any  black fcuiiion 
of  hell,  like  you  or  me,  count  our  doits  ^  among  his 
gold.  The  higher  place  that  you  take  for  your  name 
in  the  covenant,  the  more  unconflant  are  you ;  but  the 
lower  place,  the   mxore  (table:   Therefore,   when  you 

*  An  ancient  piece  of  fmall  Scots  copper-coin,  in  x'alue  the  twelfth  part  of 
a  penny  ftcrling;  at  that  time  current,  but  not  fo  now. 
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fien  the  covenant  anew,  put  your  name  farther  down, 
below  his  who  is  the  covenant  of  the  people  :  let  him 
be  the  all  of  the  covenant  to  you ;  the  worker  of  all 
your  work,  and  you  but  an  on-waiter  ;  for  his  glory  he 
*wiil  not  give  to  another. 

Perhaps  fome  may  be  faying,  O  Sir,  the  thing  that 
fears  me  at  this  occafion,  is  this,  I  am  put  all  in  confu- 
fion  with  the  diferences  that  are  among  ^;ou  that  are  ;;z/- 
Jlers  ^.  What  do  I  know,  but  the  reproach  of  a  new 
fcheme  does  juftly  belong  to  fome  of  you,  and  that  I 
may  be  in  a  delufion  ?  What  do  I  know,  but  your  way 
of  opening  the  covenant  of  grace  may  be  fuch  as  others 
will  call  an  enemy  to  the  law,  and  to  holinefs  ?  Why, 
•what  fnall  I  fay  to  you,  poor  creature  ?  Let  God  be 
true,  and  every  man  a  liar.  The  Lord  forbid  that  we 
fliould  ipeak  wickedly  for  God,  and  talk  deceitfully 
for  him.  If  there  be  any  perfon  here,  that  never  found 
this  dodrine  of  grace  have  any  other  tendency  than  to 
lead  them  to  licentioufnefs,  I  will  pledge  my  life,  that 
iie  is  not  a  believer,  but  a  perfon  ignorant  of  the  my- 
ftery  of  the  gofpel.  But  what  fay  you,  believer  ?  can- 
not your  experience  bear  witnefs  for  God,  and  his  gra- 
cious covenant,  that  however  vile  and  unholy  you  find 
yourfelf  to  be,  yet  Vv'hen  the  new-covenant  cord  of  free 
grace  is  wrapt  about  you  heart,  does  it  draw  you  to  the 
love  of  fm,  or  to  the  love  of  holinefs  ?  The  more  lively 
faith  you  have  of  Chrifl's  being  your  treafure,  your 
rightcoufnefs,  your  covenant,  your  all  for  debt  and  du- 
ty both,  do  you  not  find  holinefs  the  more  lovly  to  you, 
and  his  love  conftraining  you  the  more  to  delight  in  his 
fervice  ?  Let  the  word  of  God,  and  the  experience  of 

•  At  the  time  when  this  Sermon  was  preached  \inz.  Auguft  19.  lyix.]  the 
cmtcft  about  the  Marroiv  do8rine  was  upon  the  field:  Firft  occafiontd  by  a 
new  imprcflion  of  a  book,  intitled,  The  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity,  with  a 
recommendatory  preface,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Hog,  minifter  of  Carnork, 
as  a  book  dcfigned  to  vindicate  the  do<flrin('  of  Free-Grace;  which  buok  the 
General  AflcmMy  1710.  by  their  fifth  A(5t,  feverely  animadverted  upon,  ^nd 
condemned  fevcral  precious  important  trutbs,  through  the  fides  thereof :  And 
tliough  a  Reprtfetitoiion  was  given  in  by  fome  minifteis  famong  whom  our 
Author  was  one  to  the  AHembly  1711.  laying  open  the  dangerous  confe^tioice 
of  the  faid  Acl,  yet  the  AHembly  (721    by  their  fevcnth  Adt,  f.*rther  expl-^in- 

cd,  corroborated,  and  confirmed  the  faid  fifth  Adl As  this  affair  occadon- 

ed  a  very  confiderabic  difference,  both  amoug  minifters  and  people;   fo  this 
inuch  may  Icrve  as  a  key  to  this  paifage, 
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all  the  faints,  in  an  agreeablenefs  thereto,  decide  mat- 
ters of  this  fort.  But,  O  poor  believer,  do  not  fall  out 
with  Chrift,  though  even  many  of  his  friends  ihould  dif- 
fer with  one  another  ;  be  not  ftumbled  in  a  day  of  re- 
proaches and  offences  :  Bleffed  are  they  that  jhall  not  he 
offended  at  Chrift.  Let  your  hearts  go  in  to  the  oifcr  of 
Chrift  as  a  covenant,  to  make  you  both  holy  and  happy. 
Now,  if  you  have  got  little  this  day,  leave  the  com- 
plaint upon  yourfelves,  for  God  and  his  ordinances  are 
not  to  blame  ;  your  iniquities  do  feparate  betwixt  you  and 
your  God :  and  yet,  fay  not  you  have  got  nothing,  if 
you  have  got  but  a  crumb ;  for  a  crumb  is  fomething  that 
indicates  that  there  is  yet  more  coming  in  the  Lord's 
time  and  way.  Why,  what  is  a  crumb  ?  If  you  be 
made  m»ore  humble  than  you  was,  that  is  a  crumb. 
Have  you  got  more  infight  into  the  covenant  ?  that  is  a 
crumb.  Have  you  got  more  defire  after  Chriilf  ihat 
is  a  crumb.  Are  you  longing  more  to  be  free  of  fm, 
and  like  unto  Chrift  ?  that  is  a  crumb.  Have  you  got 
fo  much  as  gives  you  a  ftomach  for  another  marriage- 
fupper  ?  that  is  a  crumb.  If  you  have  not  got  fo  much 
as  a  crumb,  believer,  it  may  be  waiting  for  you  in  a 
clofet,  or  a  fecret  corner ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Lord  may  be  calling  you  to  reflect  upon  fome  old  by- 
paft  experience,  when  you  got  a  more  fenfible  hold  of 
the  covenant  than  now  ;  and  to  live  by  faith,  and  wait 
at  wifdom's  door.  And  you  that  have  been  fed,  and 
feafted  this  day,  O  refolve,  through  grace,  henceforth, 
a  ftated  war  againft  all  Chrift's  enemies  within  you  and 
without  you ;  and  do  all  you  can,  to  keep  the  ground  you 
have  gained  upon  enemies  ;  and  fit  not  down  fecure, 
otherwife  Satan  will  foon  trip  up  your  heels :  ly  not 
down  to  Deep  after  meat ;  for  God  hath  fed  you,  to 
run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  you^  and  to  ftrive  who  fnall 
run  fafteft  in  the  way  to  heaven,  following  Chrift  the 
Forerunner.  You  are  to  follow  none,  but  as  they  fol- 
low Chrift :  the  moft  godly  minifters  are  but  limited 
examples ;  you  are  to  foliov/  them  fo  far  as  they  fol- 
low Chrift,  but  no  further  ;  Be  ye  followers  of  mc,  faid 
Paul,  as  I  am  of  Chriji,  Take  the  v/ord  of  God  for 
your  rule,  and  goipel-truth  for  your  ftandard,  and  the 
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rather  that  there  are  many  in  this  generation,  who  would 
be  content  that  fome  gofpel-truths  were  fcratched  out 
of  the  Bible  ;  but  let  your  prayer  be.  Lord,  Send  forth 
thy  light  and  thy  truth,  that  they  may  guide  rae. 

In  a  word,  your  life  mud  be  a  living  by  faith  upon 
the  covenant,  the  unchangeable  parties,  the  Father  and 
the  Son.  Here  is  a  fure  ground  of  faith  ;  whereas  the  rea- 
fon  of  your  ftaggering  is,  becaufe  you  put  in  yourfelf 
as  the  one  party,  who  are  but  a  changeable  creature, 
that  alters  every  moment :  but  it  is  concluded  betwixt 
two  unchangeable  parties,  wdiereof  none  of  them  ever 
repents  the  bargain.  O,  fays  the  poor  foul,  though  I 
have  been  helped  to  confent  to  this  covenant,  and  fub- 
fcribe  it  with  all  my  heart,  yet  I  fear  I  play  the  devil, 
and  my  heart  break  loofe  again.  Yea,  it  may  be  fo, 
but  this  covenant  fays,  I  will  draw  you  to  heaven,  if 
you  were  a  devil :  I  vv^iil  draw  you  back  again  though  you 
were  even  in  the  very  mouth  of  hell.  And  I  think, 
you  will  find  he  hath  done  fo  heretofore,  believer,  when 
you  thought  you  was  fo  far  down  in  the  pit,  that  the 
Lord  would  never  return  again  to  lift  you  up :  he  hath 
returned,  and  furprized  you ;  and,  it  may  be,  hath 
done  fo,  at  this  occalion.  O  blefs  him,  and  ferve  him, 
and  improve  his  covenant ;  yea,  let  me  tell  you,  be- 
liever, you  having  embraced  the  covenant,  it  lies  upon 
God's  honour  to  keep  you,  becaufe  he  (lands  engaged 
to  his  Son  ;  his  word  of  honour  is  pait. 

Some,  it  may  be,  are  Hill  queftioning  their  right  to 
believe,  their  right  to  take  Chrift,  their  right  to  fub- 
fcribe  to  this  covenant ;  they  fiand,  as  it  were,  at  the 
back  of  the  door,  faying,  What  right  have  I  ?  Indeed, 
if  you  were  a  party  and  aclor  in  this  covenant,  you 
might  fpeak  at  that  rate  ;  but  that  you  are  not :  you  are 
only  to  be  aiienter  and  confenter.  Your  legal  heart 
dreams  always,  that  God  will  not  accept  of  you,  unlefs 
you  do  fo  and  fo  :  but  know  that  God  and  Chriil  do  all 
here ;  and  they  have  bound  themfelves,  by  this  cove- 
nant to  do  all :  and  if  you  do  any  thing.  Hay  till  you 
be  able  to  do  more  than  God  hath  done,  than  Chrift 
hath  done  ;  and  that  will  never  be.  God  engaged,  in 
this  covenant,  to  hold  Chriit's  hand,  and  to  uphold  him 
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111  the  work  of  redemption  :  the  Father  bears  equal  bur- 
den in  the  work  ;   and  all  the  three  perfons  of  the  glo- 
rious Trinity  had  an  equal  will  to  it ;    and  therefore, 
feeing  a  Trinity  hath  done  it,    the  work  is  completely 
done^     O  what  fools  are  they  then,  that  refufe  to  join 
in  with  this  covenant,  becaule  of  their  own  Ihort-com- 
ing,  and  becaufe  they  cannot  do  fo  and  fo  ?  Why,  you 
can  do  all  that  you  are  bound  to  do  in  this  covenant, 
and  that  is  jufl  nothing  at  all ;  for  Chrill  is  the  cove- 
nant, and  the  all  in  all  of  it.     If  ever  you  do  any  thing 
in  God's  fight  acceptable,    it  is  the  covenant  of  grace 
that  does  it  in  you.    But  now,  as  to  your  right  to  come 
to   this  covenant ;    what  right   would   you   have,    but 
much  mifchief  and  mifery  to  be  a  right  on  your  part ; 
and  the  offer,  call,  ?nd  conimand  of  heaven  to  be  a  right 
on  God's  part  ?  There  is  all  the  right  to  believe  that  I 
know.     You  would  have  a  right  founded  upon  fome 
rightcoufnefs  of  your  own :    vou  would  have  in  your 
clouted  cloke  with  his  fair  robe  ;    but   God  will  have 
none  of  your  blackened  rightcoufnefs.     The  right  is 
now,  welcome  a  hard  heart,  to  get  foftening  grace  out 
of  this  covenant :  welcome,  guiky  foul,  to  get  pardon- 
ing grace  out  of  this  covenant  :  welcome,    filthy  fin- 
ner,  to  get  fan  deifying  grace  out  of  this  covenant :  wel- 
come,   chief  of  fmners,    fmner  above  all  fmners,  wel- 
come to  come  and  get  falvation  out  of  this  covenant. 
Will  you  then  objecl:,   and  fay,  O  I  cannot  turn  from 
fm,  and  I  mulf  do  that  before  1  come  ?  Why,  man,  will 
you  tell  me,    who  but  the  devil  taught  you  to  take 
Chriii's  room,  and  to  take  his  work  and  employment 
out  of  his  hand  ?    His  name  is  Jefus^    becaufe  he  favcs 
from  fin,     O  let  him  in,  and  he  will  fpeak  for  himfelf ; 
he  will  fpeak  to  the  devil.  Stand  by,  for  I  have  broken 
your  head  ;  he  will  fay  to  fm.  Stand  by,  for  I  have  con- 
demned you  by  the  facriiice  of  myfelf ;  He  condemned 
fin  in  the  flefh  :    yea,  he  v/iil   fay  to  julliice.    Let  me 
through  to  heaven,  with  all  my  ranfomed  at  my  back-; 
for  I  have  given  you  full  fatisfadion.     O  let  him  fpeak 
for  himfelf.     Chrifh  hath  got  the  guiding  of  ah  about 
the  covenant ;  and  when  v/e  take  him,  we  take  holinefs 
with  him  ;  we  take  perfed  holinefs  in  him  for  juffinca- 
V  o  L.  I.  H  h  tion  ^ 
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tion  ;  and  we  get  an  imparted  holinefs  from  him  for 
fandlfication.  What  is  the  reafon  of  your  want  of  ho- 
linefs  ?  Becaufe  you  do  not  take  Chrifl :  what  is  the 
reafon  that  fome  who  take  Chrift,  have  httle  holinefs  a- 
bout  them  ?  Even  becaufe  they  take  him  very  aukward- 
Iv,  if  I  may  fo  call  it ;  they  take  him  backwardly.  If 
we  were  better  at  taking  what  God  gives,  we  would 
fmd  more  holinefs  fpringing  up  ;  whole  taking  of  him 
would  make  whole  holinefs  to  jb\i ;  but  your  broken 
taking  of  him  makes  broken  holinefs.  O  !  he  is  the 
Performer  of  the  covenant,  and  the  performance  it- 
felf ;  the  Doer  of  all  our  ixjork  in  us  and  fur  us.  And  if 
our  taking  him,  and  believing  on  him  were  more  per- 
feiSl,  our  holinefs  would  be  more  too  ;  iox  faith  purifies 
the  heart :  a  poor  lean  faith  makes  poor  lean  obedience 
and  fandihcation.  O  if  you  could  get  Chriil  once  in 
your  arms,  you  get  all  that  the  Father  hath  promifed : 
but  poor  foul,  the  bed  way  for  you,  when  you  find  your 
own  weakncfs  and  wickednefs,  and  fear  the  Father's 
wrath,  is  to  take  Chriil,  as  it  were,  and  ihut  him  into 
the  Father's  arms,  and  that  will  pleafe  him :  when  you 
get  Chriil  in  your  arms,  you  want  no  more,  you  have 
all  you  need ;  and  when  God  the  Father  gets  Chrift 
in  his  arms,  he  wants  no  more,  he  hath  all  that  he 
feeks  ;   This  is  7ny  beloved  Son^  in  ivhom  I  am  ivell-plcafcd. 

Know  this  covenant,  as  it  is  enlarged  upon,  in  the 
text  and  context. 

I .  It  is  a  covenant  for  light ;  a  light  1o  the  Ge7itiles. 
Chrift  is  the  wifdom  and  light  of  poor  fouls,  and  teach- 
es them  all  the  good  leiTons  that  they  learn :  what  lef- 
fons  docs  he  inftrud  them  in  ?  Wiiy,  he  tells  them 
what  is  the  way  to  heaven,  faying,  /  am  the  way  :  he 
preaches  himfelf,  and  it  well  becomes  him  to  do  fo. — 
He  fliews  them  how  a  man  is  made  full  by  emptying- 
himfelf ;  When  I  am  weak^  theii  am  Iftrong,  If  any  fay, 
I  will  do  my  part  of  the  covenant,  he  liis  part ;  why, 
that  is  all  wrong :  if  you  make  hhn  not  the  all  of  the 
covenant,  you  make  him  nothing. — He  teaches  a  man 
hew  to  difcern  his  voice,  ¥ly  fheep  hear  my  voice.  He 
cauies  them  to  difcern  a  fpiritual  preaching,  a  gofpel 
preaching  \    a   fpiritual   prayer,    a    fpiritual    exercife. 

Some 
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Some  will  tell  us,  it  is  the  great  and  learned  men  of  the 
world  that  know  preaching  befl :  true,  fome  learning 
may  make  them  know  how  words  are  ranged  together ; 
but  he  who  is  the  light  of  the  Gentiles,  makes  all, 
whom  he  favingly  enlightens,    to  know  his  voice  in  a 

preaching  ;    Hhe  fpirltual  man  judgetb  all  things, He 

teaches  them  to  read  God's  will  out  of  a  providence  ; 
and  to  fee  more  of  God  in  fome  providences,  than  o- 
thers  fee  in  all  his  ordinances :  he  teaches  them  to  make 
ufe  of  the  enemies  weapons  againfl  themfelves.  Whv, 
fays  Satan,  will  fuch  a  vile  thmg,  as  thou  art,  come  to 
Chrift  ?  Yea,  fays  the  foul,  becaufe  I  am  vile,  I  am  the 

more  fit. -He  teaches  them  how  to  dwell  befide  the 

fountain,  and  how  to  live  near  God ;  and  the  man  that 
doth  this,  cannot  always  live  upon  two  prayers  in  the 
day.  You  that  never  knew  any  more  about  prayer  than 
your  morning  and  evening  fet-times  of  prayer,  it  feems 
you  was  never  taught  by  him  that  is  the  light  of  the 
Gentiles.  O  take  him,  and  he  will  teach  you  how  to 
cry,  Abba,  Father ;  and  to  rejoice  and  work  righte- 
oufnefs.  O  when  Chrift  comes,  and  difcovers  himfelf 
to  the  foul,  with  his  robes  royal  on  him,  that  foul  is 
filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing, 

1,  It  is  a  covenant  for  fight ;  to  open  blind  eyes  :  a 
7nan  that  is  called  Jesus,  opened  ??iine  eyes,  fays  the  blind 
man.  O  there  are  many  forts  of  blind  people,  that 
need  to  go  to  Chrift  for  opening  their  eyes :  fome  are 
blind  Atheifis,  who  fay  in  their  hearts,  ^here  is  no  God ; 
they  fee  not  the  majefty  of  God,  they  fee  not  the  juftice 
of  God,  they  fee  not  the  grace  of  God,  etc,  O  that 
they  were  flocking  to  him  who  is  the  opener  of  blind 
eyes. — Some  are  blind  Civilians ;  they  are  very  civil  in 
their  walk,  but  as  far  from  grace  as  the  former :  they 
do  not  difcern  the  things  of  God ;  know  nothing  about 
cafes  of  confcience :  there  are  fome  men's  prayers  and 
preaching  they  underftand  not,  if  they  be  fpiritual  and 
evangelical ;  the  man  knows  not  himfelf,  but  is  pure  in 
his  own  eyes  :  his  neighbours,  it  maybe,  will  call  him 
a  good  man,  an  honeft  man,  and  he  judges  himfelf  to 
be  what  people  call  him  ;  and  yet  he  is  a  rebel  and  trai- 
tor to  God :   he  hath  not  much  ill  that  men  can  chal- 

Hh  2  lengej 
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Icnge  ;  but,  O  there  are  many  things  that  God  can  chal- 
lenge hun  for.  God  can  fee  his  vice  in  the  thing  that 
he  thinks  to  be  virtue  and  innocence ;  he  may  pray,  and 
is  content  and  conceited  to  hear  himfelf  pray,  and  he 
fees  no  fault  in  his  prayers,  O  have  not  fuch  need  of 
Chriil  to  open  their  eyes  ?-  -Some  are  blind  in  the  mat- 
icrs  of  relmon  ;  they  think  all  their  fins  are  fms  of  inhr- 
ruity :  no  doubt  we  are  fmners,  fay  they,  and  great 
iinners  ;  who  wants  their  faults  more  than  we  ?  O  blind 
fouls  1  know  that  Chriil  is  the  opener  of  blind  eyes. 
There  are  blind  perfons  that  know  their  bodily  cafe, 
but  not  that  of  their  fouls  \  they  obferve  bodily  provi- 
dences, but  not  foul  providences :  they  know  not  down- 
caftings  nor  uprifmgs  of  foul.  O !  go  to  Chriil:,  and 
he  will  let  you  fee.— Some  are  blind  with  refpectto  any 
diftinB  knowledge  of  the  gofpel ;  they  fee  not  the  ground 
of  faith  ;  they  Vv^ould  build  their  faith  on  their  little  piece 
of  hoiincfs,  rather  than  on  God's  holy  covenant,  that 
onlv  can  make  them  holy  ;  and  hence  their  holinefs  is 
always  to  feek :  they  fee  not  how  a  man  is  juflified  in  a 
moment,  by  an  inward  righteoufnefs  complete  and  full ; 
they  fee  not  how  juftilication  can  be  complete,  without 
fomewhat  of  tlieir  ovvm,  to  make  it  look  fair  in  God's 
fipht.  O  feek  into  Chriil,  that  he  may  open  your  eyes ! 
— - — Again,  many  are  blind  with  refpect  to  true  faith  ; 
thev  cannot  give  a  reafon  of  their  faith  ;  they  have  loft 
their  text,  and  cannot  give  a  ground  upon  which  they 
believe :  it  may  be,  they  will  fay,  they  have  believed 
ail  their  days.  O  ftranger  to  faith  !  The  Son  of  God 
is  ^nven  to  be  the  opener  of  blind  eyes,  he  is  a  covenant- 
ed Eye-falve  for  all  blind  people.     But  then, 

3.  It  is  a  covenant  for  liberty  ;  to  bring  the  prifoners 
out  of  the  prifon-houfe.  The  Son  of  God  is  the  loofer  of 
prifoners,  by  his  covenanted  indenture  with  the  Father ; 
^he  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  him  ;  fur  he  hath  a^ 
nointed  him  :  Why,  Chrift  knows  all  the  prifon-houfes, 
and  all  the  bands ;  he  was  made  like  unto  us  in  all  things, 
fm  only  excepted  :  Such  an  lligh-prieji  became  us^  who 
is  hoh^  harmlefs^  wide  file  d^  feparate  from  firmer s.  Yea, 
Ciiriit  carries  all  the  keys  of  the  prifon-houfe  ;  "The  keys 
of  hell  and  death  arc  in  his  hand  ^   he  opens ^    and,  none 

fhuts  ; 
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Jhuts  ;  and  Jhuts^  and  none  opens.  The  devil,  it  may  be, 
hath  the  poor  foul  bound  hand  and  foot  in  the  prifon  ; 
but  in  comes  the  King  of  nations,  the  gingle  of  whofe 
keys  makes  all  the  devils  tremble,  and  he  orders  the 
jayior  to  remove  his  chains  ;  then.  Dumb  and  deaffpirity 
I  charge  thee  to  come  out  of  him.,  faid  Chrift  to  the  pofTell 
man  in  the  gofpel ;  fo  fays  he,  when  he  comes  to  loofe 
a  prifoner.  Thou  wicked,  unclean  fpirit,  I  charge  thee 
to  come  out ;  thou  covetous  and  worldly  fpirit,  I  charge 
thee  to  come  out ;  thou  atheiftical,  unbelieving  fpirit ; 
thou  lying  and  fwearing,  thou  drunken  and  debauched 
fpirit,  etc,  I  charge  thee  to  come  out,  let  that  foul  go 
free  ;  and,  if  the  Son  make  you  free  ^  then  are  you  free  in- 
deed.  It  may  be  the  law  hath  the  man  in  chains  ;  for, 
by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  and  convidion  of  fin.  The 
law  comes  and  fecks  his  mailer's  rent,  faying,  Fay  what 
thou  oweft ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  along  with  the 
law,  and  convids  the  man,  and  he  every  day  hears  him- 
felf  proclaimed  over  the  crofs,  as  it  were,  and  put  to 
the  king's  horn,  there  being  many  bonds  rcgiitrate  up- 
on him  ;  he  is  carried  to  prifon,  and  there  he  lies,  fear- 
ing the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  execution  of  the  curfe 
and  threatening  of  the  holy  law\  But  behold,  the  Son 
of  God  comes,  faying.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteouf- 
nefs :  his  name  is.  The  Lord  our  righteousness. 
The  law  is  exceeding  broad,  but  there  is  a  righteoufnefs 
as  broad  as  it  can  be.  Many  are  long  in  this  prifon, 
becaufe  they  take  a  threatening,  and  dwell  upon  that ; 
but  believe  the  gofpel-promifc,  and  take  hold  of  the 
gofpehrighteoufnefs,  and  you  fliall  be  loofed.  Others 
dwell  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe,  if  they  take  a  pro- 
mife,  they  take  a  conditional  promife,  and  make  no 
right  ufe  of  it ;  fuch  as  that.  To  you  that  fear  my  name^ 
fhall  the  Son  of  righteoufnefs  arife.  There  is  a  fweet  pro- 
mife, the  Son  of  righteoufnefs  his  arifmg  ;  but  then  the 
condition  of  fearing  his  name^  that  cuts  off  their  fingers, 
and  hinders  them  from  applying  it,  becaufe  they  think 
they  want  the  condition  :  therefore,  man,  either  take 
an  abfolute  promife,  that  hath  no  condition  in  it  at  all, 
promifmg  the  condition  too  ;  or  elfe,  if  you  apply  the 
conditional  promife,   take  Chrifl  for  the  condition  to 

make 
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make  up  all  to  you,  and  then  you  will  find  a  loofing  of 
prifon-bands.  If  you  will  not  be  content  every  day  and 
every  hour  of  the  day,  to  be  in  God's  common,  in  free 
graces  common,  you  will  ly  and  rot  in  your  prifon. 
Many  abide  long  in  this  prifon,  becaufe  they  would  wil- 
Ym^ly  live  to  two  hufbands,  both  Chrift:  and  the  law. 
We  cannot  live  to  Chrift,  unlefs  we  be  dead  to  the  law, 
Gal.  ii.  19.;  but  the  man  would  embrace  Chrift  for  a 
hufband,  and  yet  ftand  feeking  to  anfwer  the  demands 
of  the  law  :  but  whenever  the  law  demands  any  thing  of 
you,  you  muft  fend  the  law  to  Chrift,  that  he  may  an- 
fwer it ;  and  then  you  w^iil  be  loofed.  Some  abide  long 
in  prifon,  becaufe  they  build  the  faith  of  God's  love 
on  the  work  of  God,  and  not  on  the  truth  of  God ; 
and  hence  it  is,  that  when  God's  work  within  them 
languiihes,  their  faith  languifties  alfo  ;  but  faith  will  ne- 
ver be  firm  and  ftable,  till  it  build  more  upon  the  truth 
of  the  covenant.  The  ftable  Chriftian  lives  by  bills  of 
exchange ;  but  the  weak,  unftable  foul  counts  all  by 
what  he  hath  in  his  pocket ;  by  what  he  hath  in 
hand,  and  not  upon  what  he  hath  upon  bond.  But  how 
does  Chrift,  the  covenant  of  the  people,  open  the  pri- 
ibn-doors  ?  Why,  he  even  teaches  the  foul  to  fay.  Let 
Satan,  fm,  juftice,  and  the  law  come  along  with  me  to 
Chrift  ;  and  what  I  cannot  anfwer,  he  can  ;  what  I  want, 
he  hath  enough  to  fupply.  Come,  and  lay  all  my  fms  on 
my  back,  that  I  may  away  to  Chrift  with  them,  and  get 
more  mercy  and  grace ;  for  Chrift  is  the  all  in  all  of 
this  new  covenant :  and  in  this  way  the  prifoner  is  loof- 
ed, to  the  devil's  fliame,  and  to  Chrift's  honour.  Stand 
to  your  liberty,  poor  foul,  and  let  your  lins  and  wants 
haften,  and  bring  you  forward  to  venture  upon  Chrift, 
that  he  may  loofe  you.  O  that  the  day  of  the  Son  of 
man  were  come,  when  Zion  will  get  a  thoufand  atheifts 
at  a  draught,  when  Chrift  will  get  a  multitude  of  pri- 
foners  liberate ! 

4.  It  is  a  glorious  covenant,  contrived  wholly  for  glo- 
rifying God,  and  debafmg  felf ;  therefore  it  follows,  / 
a?n  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name  ;  my  dlory  will  1  not  give 
to  another,  nor  my  praife  to  graven  iinages.  God  accounts 
it  the  ftanding  of  his  glory,  to  perform  all  tliat  is  in  this 

covenant. 
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covenant,  and  not  to  give  any  creature  a  fliare  of  it : 
he  will  not  break  his  credit,  having  once  engaged  him- 
felf  in  covenant;  and  he  v^^ill  not  fuffer  any  to  gather 
up  the  rent  and  revenue  of  it  but  himielf ;  My glorywill 
I  not  give  to  another.  It  (lands  on  his  glory,  his  word  of 
honour,  his  word  royal ;  he  himfelf  will  do  all,  and  no 
inflrument  fhall  have  the  glory  of  it.  If  you  give  inftru- 
ments  any  of  the  glory,  it  is  the  way  to  blaif  the  inftru- 
ments  ;  and  blafted  may  they  be,  rather  than  that  Chrifl 
fhould  want  any  of  the  glory  due  unto  his  name.  There- 
fore, for  the  Lord's  fake,  if  ye  get  any  thing  this  day, 
do  not  give  the  glory  to  any  inflrument;  for,  fays 
God,  /  a?n  the  Lord,  that  is  my  name^  and  my  glory  will 
I  not  give  to  another.  And,  for  his  glory's  fake,  do  not 
think  of  doing  any  part"  of  the  work  yourfelves  ;  there 
fliall  none  get  any  of  his  glory  but  himfelf.  Means  be- 
long to  you  ;  and,  in  God's  name,  I  charge  you  to 
make  ufe  of  them  ;  and  the  obligations  to  duties  lies 
upon  you ;  but,  if  you  have  any  regard  for  the  glory 
of  God,  let  God  have  the  glory  of  the  whole  perfor- 
mance :  not  I,  but  grace ;  either  the  Lord  will  bring 
you  to  this,  or  he  will  bring  you  to  nothing.  .  Let  it  be 
your  maxim  in  religion,  to  make  always  much  room 
for  the  free  grace  of  God  in  Chrift. 

What  fliall  I  make  of  this  you  have  been  telling  me? 
Why,  have  your  hearts  gone  into  the  covenant  of  free 
grace  ?  Then  I  call  you  to  a  duty,  fuch  as  you  have, 
ver.  19.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  ne%v  fong^  and  his  praifcs 
from  the  eyids  of  the  earth.  Whence  you  may  notice,  that 
when  God  is  giving  a  full  and  free  covenant,  then  it  is 
a  fit  time  to  injoin  a  duty  ;  for  then  the  man  is  at  this, 
0  /  zvhatjhall  I  render  to  thee  Lord  f  Nothing  advances 
holinefs  fo  much  as  the  getting  a  full  and  free  covenant ; 
and  he  is  the  covenant,  and  the  whole  of  the  covenant : 
why  ?  becaufe  Chrifl:  walks  in  the  midft  of  the  covenant ; 
and  when  the  covenant  comes,  he  comes ;  and  his  very 
prefence  warms  the  heart,  and  that  warmnefs  enlarges 
it,  and  then  the  man  is  at  that  with  it,  /  ivill  run  the 
way  of  thy  commandments^  becaufe  thou  enlarge  ft  my  heart. 
Yea,  when  the  free  covenant  comes  to  a  man,  and  gets 
the  throne,  then  holinefs  will  run  of  courfe.  The  nar- 
rownefs  of  your  thoughts  of  free  grace  hinders  all  your 
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holinefs ;  for  Chrifl  will  not  fit  down  where  the  cove- 
nant gets  not  the  throne.  When  the  free  covenant  comes, 
it  makes  Self  go  to  the  door,  and  bids  pride  be  gone  ; 
for  holinefs  hath  a  charge  never  to  lodge  in  the  fame 
room  with  pride.  When  the  covenant  comes  in,  pride 
goes  out ;  and  when  pride  goes  out,  holinefs  comes 
in  ;  for  be  gives  grace  to  the  humble  ;  and  the  moil  fweet- 
ly  humbling  thing  in  all  the  world,  is  a  view  of  the  free 
covenant,  where  God  gets  all  the  glory,  and  Self  no- 
thing of  it :  nay,  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  makes 
Self  think  fliame  of  itfelf,  and  hide  its  f^ice  with  bluihes. 
In  a  word,  when  the  covenant  comes,  it  contains  in  its 
bofom  all  the  furniture  that  is  neceifary  for  making  a 
man  holy  ;  and  alfo,  this  covenant  Ihews  to  a  man  that 
much  is  forgiven  him  ;  and  when  much  is  forgiven  him, 
he  loves  much.  And  where  there  is  much  love,  there 
is  true  holinefs,  for  the  love  of  Chrifl  conftrains  him 
therefore,  where  this  covenant  never  comes,  holinefs 
never  grows ;  but  when  the  covenant  of  grace  in  its 
freedom  and  fulnefs  takes  place  with  a  foul,  there  ho- 
linefs flouriflies.  Would  you  know  wherefore  there  is 
fo  much  wickednefs,  and  fo  little  holinefs  in  Scotland, 
for  all  the  talking  of  holinefs,  as  if  the  free  difpenfation 
of  gofpel-grace  would  marr  it  ?  The  very  reafon  is,  Lit- 
tle of  this  covenant  is  known ;  men  keep  fad  hold  of 
their  fms,  bccaufe  they  v/ill  not  take  hold  of  this  cove- 
nant. Where  there  is  nothing  of  this  covenant,  there 
is  no  hohncfs  -,  where  little  of  this  covenant,  there  is  lit- 
tle holinefs  ;  and- where  much  of  this  covenant  takes 
place,  there  is  much  holinefs. 

The  new  covenant  brings  in  the  new  fong,  ver.  10. 
Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong  ;  and  the  new  fong  is  the 
new  obedience;  and  the  new  obedience  is  the  obedience 
of  faith  and  love ;  and  that  obedience  of  faith  and  love  is 
gofpel-holinefs.  O  then,  let  the  gofpel-covenant  have 
room,  or  holinefs  will  never  thrive  and  increafe:  take 
in  the  covenant,  and  it  wi'l  make  you  fmg  ;  Sing  to  the 
Lord  a  new  fong  and  his  praifes  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
for  he  that  oj/'ereih  fraife  glorifieth  God :  and  the  more 
you  glorify  God,  the  m^ore  will  your  holinefs  be  like  that 
of  the  redeemed  above,  who  are  fmging  the  nev/  fong 
in  the  new  Jerufaiem. 
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The  World's  Verdict  of  Christ 
and  his  F'ollowers;  or^  the  truly 
T)ewui  ridiculed  and  reproached  by 
the  Trofane.  "^ 

Isaiah  viii.  i8. 

Behold^  I  and  the  children  ivhom  the  Lord  hath  given  mo 
are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  i?i  Ifrael ;  from  the  Lord 
of  hojisj  which  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion* 

THE  fubjeQ:s  I  have  lately  difcourfed  upon,  com- 
pared with  this  text,  will  hold  forth  to  us  a  four- 
fold verdid  concerning  Chrifl,  the  glorious  Redeemer 
of  an  elecl  world,  i.  The  Father's  verdi6l  concern- 
ing him,  faying,  I  have  given  him  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people^  a  light  of  the  Gentiles  \,  2.  The  Spirit's  ver- 
difi:  cQncerning  him,  witneiTmg  in  his  behalf;  He  fid  all 
tejiify  of  me.  3.  His  own  verdid  of  himfelf,  faying, 
/  and  ?ny  Father  are  one  t*  4.  The  world's  verdift  of 
him  and  his  followers.  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom 
the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in 
IfraeL — In  the  firft,  the  Father  commends  him  to  us 
by  his  APPROBATION  ;  I  will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people.  In  the  fecond,  the  Spirit  commends  him  to 
us  by  his  attestation  ;  Hefoall  teftify  of  me.  In  the 
third,  he  commends  himfelf  to  us  by  his  proclama- 
tion ;  I  and  my  Father  are  one.  But  in  the  fourth,  the 
world  difcommends  and  entertains  him  with  detestati- 
on ;  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  nven 
ine^  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  IfraeL — Behold, 
how  the  Father's  gift  is  defpifed,  though  he  gave  him  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people  !    Behold,  how  the  Spirit's  teili- ' 

*  This  fermon  was  cjelivered  by  onr  Author  in  his  own  chnrch 
at  Dnnfertnline,  Decern.  16.  1722.    This  is  the  fecond  imprefliori. 
^  f   See  the  preceding  fermon. 
J  Thefe  two  iaft  fubjecls  have  not  yet  appeared  in  print. 
Vol.  I.  I  i  mony 
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mony  is  rejeded^  while  he  tejiifies  of  Chrijl !  Behold, 
how  his  own  declaration  is  neglecled^  fliewing  that  he 
and  his  Father  are  one  I  Behold,  how  unworthily  this  glo- 
rious one  is  entertained^  by  the  generality  who  hear  of 
him  ;  even  with  prodigious  marks  of  reproach  and  con- 
tempt upon  him  and  all  his  children  ! 

It  might  have  been  thought  that  Chrifl  and  his 
friends  Ihould  be  better  entertained,  by  the  people  of 
the  world,  feeing  he  is  given  of  the  Father  to  be  the 
covenant  of  the  people :  yet  the  mofl  of  people  are  fuch 
flrangers  to  their  true  interefl,  fuch  apoftates  from,  and 
enemies  to  Chrift ,  that  his  beft  friends,  are  ready  to  meet 
with  the  greateft  oppofition,  v^^hen  they  are  mofi  employ- 
ed in  witneiTmg  for  him.  But  that  he  whom  the  Father 
hath  given,  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  will  ft  ill  have 
fome  friends  amongft  the  people  to  witnefs  for  him,  is 
evident  from  that  word  ;  He  Jhall  tejlify  of  me  ;  and  ye 
alfo  jhall  hear  witnefs.  And  furely  they  Ihall  have'  no 
reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  their  tellimony  concerning  him, 
feeing  he  is  fuch  a  glorious  perfon,  that  he  and  his  Fa- 
ther are  one  ^  in  elfence :  and  yet  what  treatm.ent  his 
wltnefling  friends  are  to  expert,  even  in  Ifrael^  is  de- 
clared in  this  text,  by  their  glorious  Leader ;  Behold^ 
I  and  the  children  zvhom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for 
fi_  ns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

That  you  may  not  apprehend  we  niiftake  the  fcope  of 
the  w^ords  ;  it  m^ay  be  here  afked,  Of  whom  doth  the 
prophet  here  fpeak  ?  of  hi?rfelf  or  of  another  f  We  an- 
fwer.  He  fpeaks  both  of  himfelf  and  of  another.  That 
he  fpeaks  of  hi?nfelf  is  evident  from  the  context,  which 
you  may  view  at  your  leifure :  and  that  he  fpeaks  of 
another  alfo,  is  evident  from  Hcb.  ii.  13.  where  this 
very  text  is  cited,  and  applied  to  Chrill ;  Behold^  I  and 
the  children  whom  thou  haji  given  me.  So  that  here  the 
prophet  is  the  type,  and  Christ  the  Antitype :  there- 
fore, hence  it  is  evident,  that  in  difcourfing  upon  this 
fubjetl,  I  will  not  deviate  from  the  fco}>e,  while  I 
apply  it  either  to  Clirid,  or  his  fervants  and  friends : 
and  while  I  confider  it  either  as  the  language  of  the/>ri?- 
pbct^  the  type,  fpeaki ng  of  himfelf,  and  his  children, 
converted  by  his  means  and  inrtrumcutality  •    and  fo 
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may  be  applied  to  all  the  faithful  ambaffadors  of  Chrift, 
and  their  converts  :  or,  as  it  is  the  language  of  Christ, 
the  Antitype,  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  and  of  all  his  friends 
and  followers,  who,  of  his  own  will,  are  begotten  and 
regenerated  by  the  word  of  grace:  Behold^  I  and  the 
children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for  figns  and 
for  wonders  in  IfraeL 

The  fcope  of  this,  and  feveral  following  chapters,  is 
,to  {how  the  gxtdXdeJi ruction  that  was  fliortly  to  be  brought 
upon  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  by  the  king  of  AfTyria,  for 
their  fins.  In  thefe  times  of  public  calamity  threatened 
and  impendent,  the  prophet  comforts  the  people  of  God, 
ver.  1 1,  with  the  fame  comfort,  wherewith  himfelf  had 
been  comforted  of  God  ;  For  the  Lord  fpake  thus  to  me, 
ivith  a  flrong  hand,  and  infiruBed  tne,  that  Ifhould  not  walk 
in  the  way  of  this  people.  Where  we  may  remark, 
I.  That  there  is  a  pronenefs  in  men  to  walk  in  the  way 
of  the  people  they  live  amongft,  though  it  be  not  a  good 
way :  the  bed  of  men  are  prone  hereto.  2.  Thofe 
whom  God  loves  and  <?xf  «s,  he  will  enable  them  to  fwim 
againfl  the  ftream  of  common  corruption,  though  they 

fhould  be  called  fmgular. In  thefe  times  of  diflrefs, 

the  Lord  alfo  cautions  his  people,  by  the  prophet,  againfl 
ajl  finful  fears,  ver.  12.  Say  you  not^  A  confederacy  to 
all  them  to  whom  this  people  fhall  fay,  ^  confederacy  ; 
neither  fear  ye  their  fear,  nor  he  afraid.  Be  not  affociate 
with  them,  nor  afraid  of  their  confederacy.  When  the 
church's  enemies  have  fmful  confederacies  on  foot,  the 
church's  friends  fhould  watch  againfl  the  fmful  fears 
of  thefe  confederacies.  And  efpecially,  it  concerns  us, 
in  time  of  trouble,  to  watch  againfl  all  fuch  fears  as  put 
us  upon  any  indirect  courfes  for  our  own  fecurity ;  or 
any  fmful  fhifts  to  fhun  the  crofs.—  He  next  advifes  them 
to  a  religious  fear,  ver.  13.  SanRify  the  Lord  of  hofts 
himfelf  y  and  let  him  be  your  fear .^  and  let  him  he  your  dread. 
The  believing  fear  of  God  is  a  fpecial  prefervative  againfl 
the  difquiet  and  fear  of  man :  and  they  that  truly  fear  God, 
fhall  not  need  to  fear  any  evil ;  for,  He  fhall  he  for  afantlua- 
ry  to  them^  though  to  others  he  will  be  2iftone  of  fiumhling^ 
over  which  they  will  fall  to  ruin,  ver.  14,  15.  They 
who  are  helped  to  keep  up  the  fear  of  God,  and  keep 
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down  the  fear  of  man,  will  find  God  to  be  their  refuge; 
while  the  wicked,  and  all  their  confederates,  though 
hand  join  in  hand,  fliall  not  go  unpuniflied,  but  (tumble 
and  fall  into  difpair  and  ruin. — In  ver.  i6.  we  have  the 
unfpeakable  privilege  which  the  people  of  God  enjoy,  in 
having  the  oracles  of  God  intruded  to  them  ;  the  fcrip- 
ture,  as  a  testimony,  to  dire£l  our  faith  ;  and  a  law, 
to  dire61  our  pradice :  it  is  God's  proclamation,  under 
the  broad  feal  of  heaven  ;  it  is  the  good  thing  commit- 
ted to  them  that  are  difciples.--  In  ver.  17.  we  have  the 
f/yv,  the  good  ufe  we  are  to  make  of  this  privilege  :  and 
this  we  are  taught  by  the  prophet's  own  practice  and  re- 
folution  ;  he  embraced  the  law  and  the  teftimony,  and 
had  the  comfort  of  it,  amidft  all  the  difcouragements 
he  met  with.  What  counfel  God  had.  given,  ver.  12. 
the  prophet  here  follows,  ver.  17.  I -will  zvait  upon  the 
Z^orii,  that  hideth  his  face  from  the  hoiife  of  Jacob ,  and  I 
-will  look  for  him,  God  was  frowning  upon  his  people; 
and  then  the  prophet  was  waiting  and  looking.  When 
God  is  hiding  his  face,  and  threatening  to  come  in  a 
Avay  of  judgment,  even  then  his  people  fliould  be  at- 
tending upon  him,  and  expecting  his  return,  in  a  way 
of  mercy  :  and  tbofe  that  wait  upon  God,  by  faith  and 
prayer,  may  look  tor  him  with  hope  and  joy. 

But  now,  while  the  prophet  was  taking  this  courfe, 
it  was  judged  to  be  an  imprudent  and  ridiculous  thing 
in  him ;  he  and  his  difciples,  amongft  whom  the  law 
^and  teftimony  was  fealed,  were  fcoffed  and  m.ocked, 
contemned  and  reproached  for  it  ;  Behold,  I  and  the 
children  zuhom  the  Lord  hath  given  me,  are  for  ftgns  and 
-wonders  in  IfraeL  Where,  for  a  fliort  divifion,  you 
may  obferve  thefe  fix  following  things. 

1.  The  note  of  admiration  or  lament atioji^  Behold! 
The  prophet  admires  that  ^WZ/Vz^ -fhould  be  fo  ftrange: 
or,  he  laments  the  //«  of  that  age,  that  piety  and  religi- 
on fhould  be  fuch  a  ftrange  thing  among  them. 

2.  We  have  \}iic party  that  is  here  derided,  contemn- 
ed, and  wondered  at ;  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord 
hath  given  rue :  the  prophet  and  his  difciples,  minifters 
and  their  converts,  Chrift  and  his  friends. 

3.  Olfcrve  the  tuark  of  reproach  and  derifion  put 
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upon  them ;  they  d.rcjtgns  and  wonders  :  they  are  look- 
ed upon  as  prodigies  and  monilers,  and  turned  to  mat- 
ter of  fcorn  and  ridicule. 

4.  We  have  the  people  that  are  guilty  of  this  high 
contbmpt ;  and  this  is  the  fpecial  confideration,  fpeaking 
it  to  be  matter  of  wonder  and  lamentation ;  it  is  in  If" 
raeL  If  it  had  been  in  Egypt ^  and  among  heathens,  it 
would  not  have  been  fuch  a  flrange  matter  :  but  that 
they  fhould  be  for  figns  and  wonders,  even  m  Ifrael ;  or, 
treated  with  contempt  by  a  people  profefling  the  true  re- 
ligion, this  is  the  more  flrange. 

5.  We  have  the  fpring  of  this  difpenfation  ;  it  \sfrom 
the  Lord  of  hojis.  God,  by  his  providence,  hath  fo  or- 
dered it :  he  hath  a  fovereign  hand  in  over-ruling  thefe 
things,  for  the  trial  of  "his  people,  wherein  men  have  a 
fmful  hand. 

6.  We  have  the  ground  of  comfort  that  the  children 
of  God  have  under  all  thefe,  and  fuch  like  difcourage- 
ments ;  and  this  is  implied  in  the  titles  that  are  here  a- 
fcribed  unto  him  ;  in  that, 

( I .)  He  is  the  Lord  of  hojls^  who  hath  all  the  hofls 
of  heaven  and  earth  at  his  command  ;  in  fo  much,  that 
the  reproachers  and  defpifers  of  his  people,  can  do 
them  no  harm ;  yea,  cannot  touch  one  hair  of  their 
head,  any  further  than  he  gives  them  liberty  and  per- 
miffion. 

(2.)  He  dwells  in  mount  Zion  ;  there  were  the  fymbols 
of  his  prefence,  and  the  ark  that  was  a  type  of  Chrifl ; 
fo  that  his  dwelling  in  mount  Zion  points  out,  not  only 
his  ^r^/2r^  with  his  people,  but  his  dwelling  upon  a 
throne  of  grace  and  mercy ;  as  a  God  in  Chriji  reconciling 
the  world  to  himfelf  He  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion,  ma- 
nifefting  himfelf  to  his  people,  ready  to  hear  their  pray- 
ers, and  receive  their  complaints  ;  ready  to  fatisfy  their 
defires,  and  fandify  their  croffes,  and  fiipport  them 
under  their  fufferings  and  reproaches  for  his  name. 
Though  for  the  prefent  he  hide  his  face  from  the  houfe 
of  Jacob  ;  and  the  time  of  hiding,  be  alfo  a  time  of  re- 
proach, wherein  they  fuffer  contempt  and  ignominy  ; 
yet  he  dwelleth  in  mount  Zion^  fo  as  they  knov/  where  to 
iind  him,  and  recover  the  fight  of  him. 

Now^ 
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Now,  inftead  of  adducing  many  obfervations  from 
the  words,  I  (hall  infift  mainly  upon  this  one, 

Observ.  That  as  it  hath  heen^  fo  it  is  Jlill  the  lot  of 
Chr'ifl  and  his  friends y  whether  minifters  or  people, 
who  hear  his  image ^  to  he  held  as  monflers  ;  hated, 
contemned,  reproached,  and  wondered  at :  Or  thus, 
Chrijl  and  his  people  are  the  world* s  wonder.  Be- 
hold, I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  giv- 
en me,  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  propofition,  I  would,  as  the 
Lord  may  aflifl,  eflfay  the  foUowings  things. 

I.  Offer  fome  remarks  for  the  further  application  of 
the  text. 

II.  Adduce  fome  fcripture  paffages  for  the  confirmati- 
on of  the  doctrine. 

III.  Enquire  into  fome  of  thefe  marks  o{  reproach^  that 
ufe  to  be  caft  upon  Chrifl  and  his  followers. 

IV.  Affign  the  reafons  of  the  do6lrine,  whence  it  comes 
to  pafs,  that  they  are  thus  held  as  monflers,  and 
for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael. 

V.  Deduce  fome  'mferences  for  the  application  of  the 
whole  fubject. 

I.  We  propofed  to  offer  fome  remarks  for  the  further 
explication  of  the  text :  and  there  are  thefe  fix  following 
remarks  evident  in  it. 

Remark  i,  "  That  converted  perfons  are  the  children 
*'  of  Chrifl,  and  the  children  of  thefe  minifters  by  whom 
*'  they  are  converted."  They  are  the  children  of  Chrijl^ 
as  being  the  only  author  of  their  regeneration  and  adop- 
tion ;  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom  God  hath  given  me, 
faith  Chrift,  Heb.  ii.  13. — They  are  the  children  of  mi- 
nijiers,  as  being  the  inftruments  of  their  regeneration 
and  new  birth  ;  My  little  children^  faith  the  apoftle,  of 
ivhom  I  travel  in  birth,  till  Chrijl  be  formed  in  you. 
Gal.  iv.  19.  And  again,  i  Cor.  iv.  15.  In  Chrijl  I 
have  begotten  you  through  the  gofpeL  And  2  Cor.  xi.  2» 
/  have  efpoufed  you  to  one  Hufhand,  Chrift  is  the  ever- 
lafting  Father  of  all  believers :  and,  as  a  father  pities 
bis  children,  fo  zuill  he  pity  them  ;  for,  of  hts  own  will 
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begat  he  them^  by- the  word  of  truth,  Miniftcrs  are  the 
inltrumental  fathers  of  all  thofe  to  whom  the  Lord  blef- 
fes  their  miniflry,  as  the  inflrument  of  their  regenerati- 
on. But  no  fooner  doth  the  church,  the  woman  fpo- 
ken  of,  Rev.  xii.  bring  forth  any  children  to  God,  than 
the  dragon  ftands  ready  to  devour  them,  as  foon  as  they 
are  born.  Behold^  I  and  the  children  whom  thou  haft  giv- 
en mey  are  for  ft^ns  and  zuonders. 

Remark  2.  "  That  it  is  the  power  of  God  that  con- 
*'  verts  and  regenerates  any  that  are  converted  and  re- 
generated by  the  word  :  Who  is  Paul^  ivho  n  ^pol- 
ios, but  mimflers  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  as  the 
Lord  gave  to  every  man?  i  Cor.  iii.  5,  6."  Minifters 
mud  look  upon  their  converts,  as  the  children  that  God 
hath  given  them:  for, "whatever  good  they  are  inftru- 
mental  of,  to  others,  it  is  owing  to  the  free  grace  of 
God  ;  if  God  had  not  given  them,  they  had  never  been 
able  to  do  them  any  faving  good.  Chrift  looks  upon 
believers  as  his  children,  which  the  Father  gave  him ; 
/  have  manifefled  thy  name  to  the  men  zvhom  thou  gaveft 
me  out  of  the  world^  thine  they  were^  and  thou  gaveft  them 
ine^  John  xvii.  6.  They  were  thine  by  eledion  from 
eternity,  and  thou  gavefl  them  me  to  be  redeemed  by 
my  blood,  and  regenerated  by  my  Spirit :  and  in  this 
regenerated  work,  the  Father  hath  a  fpecial  hand  of 
power ;  for.  No  fnan  can  come  to  me,  faith  Chrift,  ex- 
cept the  Father  which  hath  fent  me  draw  him. 

Remark  3.  "  That  the  heft  that  ever  was  in  the  world, 
"  doth  meet  with  the  worft  treatment  therein  :  /,  and 
"  the  children  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  are  for  figns  and 
*'  wondersP  We  are  held  as  monfters,  and  prodigies, 
and  gazing-ftocks.  Who  ?  Even  Chrift,  and  his  child- 
ren ;  minifters,  and  their  converts :  the  chief  Shepherd, 
and  the  faireft  of  his  ftiecp  ;  the  under-ftiepherds,  and 
the  flower  of  their  fl'ock.  Chrift  and  his  friends,  both 
minifters  and  others,  are  generally  hated,  and  contemn- 
ed by  the  wicked.     Yea, 

Remark  4.  "  That  thofe  who  profefs  religion,  and  the 
"  worlliip  of  the  true  God,  may  yet  defpife  Chrift  and 
*'  his  people  :  They  are  for  figns  and  ivonders  ;  where  ? 
"  even  in  Israel  :  not  in  Babylon  onlv,  but  even  in 

*'  Ifraei:\ 
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"  IfraelJ^^  Many  that  bear  the  name  of  Chriftians,  are 
enemies  to  Chrift ;  they  profefs  rehgion,  and  yet  are 
defpifers  ot  all  that  are  truly  religious  :  All  are  not  Ifraely 
who  are  of  Ifrael ;  for,  even  in  Ifrael  are  to  be  found  de- 
fpifers of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  Ifrael  of  God. 
Kven  within  the  church  vifible,  are  to  be  found  defpifers 
of  the  church  invifible,  and  their  glorious  Head. 

Remark  5.  "  That  the  children  of  God  are  not  de* 
fpifed,  contemned,  reproached,  and  wondered  at 
without  the  providence  of  God  ;  it  is  from  the  Lord  of 
hoftsi  that  dwelleth  in  mount  ZionJ'''  Is  there  evil  in 
the  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  f  The  evil  of  af- 
flidion,  he  ordereth  it ;  the  evil  of  fm,  he  permits  it, 
for  wife  ends  :  for  he  is  not  the  author  of  fm,  but  he  is 
the  Over-ruler  of  the  wickednefs  of  men,  to  make  it 
contribute  and  work  together,  for  glory  to  his  name, 
and  good  to  his  people.  Man  hath  a  wicked  hand  in 
all  the  marks  of  contempt  he  pours  upon  the  godly ; 
but  God  hath  an  holy  hand  in  ordering  the  fame,  for 
the  trial  of  faith  and  patience  :  and  it  is  the  comfort  of 
his  children,  amidft  all  difcouragement  from  without, 
that  it  is  not  without  the  wife  providence  of  God,  that 
contempt  is  poured  upon  them  ;  it  is  from  the  Lord  of 
hojis  ;  he  hath  bidden  Shemei  curfe  David.  It  is  their 
comfort  alfo,  that  he  is  the  Lord  of  hofis,  who  arms  what 
inflrruments  he  pleafes,  to  execute  his  will ;  and  that  he 
is  the  God  that  dvuells  in  ?nou?it  Zion^  to  be  a  prcfent  help 
in  time  of  trouble^  and  to  give  prefent  comfort  in  time 
of  difcouragement  *.  he  is  not  far  off,  he  dwells  in  mount 
Zion. 

Remark  6.  "  That  it  is  matter  of  wonder  and  lamen- 
tation^ to  all  the  children  of  God,  both  minifters  and 
people,  that  the  power  of  religion,  and  true  piety, 
fliould  be  fuch  a  rarity,  and  expofed  to  fuch  con- 
tempt, in  a  finful  world,  and  efpecially  in  Ifrael ;  and 
yet  fo  it  is,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  5.  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
ye  that  tremble  at  his  word  ;  Your  brethren  that  hate  you^ 
that  cafl  you  out  for  my  narne'^s  fake^  faid,  Let  the  Lord 
be  glorified :  but  he  fmll  appear  to  your  joy,  and  they 
flmll  be  afminedy  Where  we  fee  it  is  no  new  thing, 
for  the  godly  to  be  perfecuted  for  Chriirs  name,  even 

in 
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ih  Ifrael,  by  men  that  pretend  confcie'nce,  and  a  zeal 
for  the  honour  and  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  and 
welfare  of  the  church  ;  and  who  profecute  their  hatred 
and  defpite  with  all  the  formality  of  devotion  :  Chriffc 
doth  explain  this,  John  xvi.  2.  T'/jey  Jhall  put  you  out 
of  the  jynago^iies  :  yea,  the  time  cometh^  that  whofoever 
kllleth  you  will  think  he  doth  God  fervice, — So  much  fhall 
fuffice  for  the  remarks  I  premife  for  the  explication  of  the 
text,     I  come  now, 

II.  To  adduce  fome  fcripture  pajfages  for  the  conjlr* 
mation  of  the  doBrine^  namely,  'That  as  it  hath  been,  fo 
it  is  Jlill  the  lot  ofChrifl  and  his  friends,  zuhether  mini- 
Jiers  or  people,  who  bear  his  imag^^e,  to  he  held  as  monflers  ; 
hated^  condemned^  reproached^  and  zvonJcred  at.  You 
may  fee  both  Old  and  New-Teflament  inflances  of  it. 

In  the  Old'Tefi anient^  fee  an  inftance  of  it  in  Dj^vidy 

Pfal.  Ixxi.  7.  /  a?n  as  a  wonder  unto  ??iany,—— -Sec  an 
inftance  of  it  in  the  Oid-Tellament  believers  and  church, 
mentioned  Pfal.  cxxiii.  3,4.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord ; 
for  we  are  exceedtn^^ly  filled  ivith  contempt :  our  foul  is 
exceedin^Jy  filed  with  the  f corning  of  thof  that  are  at  eafe^ 

and  with  the  contempt  of  the  proud. See  an  inflance 

of  it  in  Jofua  and  his  fellows ,  Zech.  iii.  8.  Hear  nozv^ 
O  Jofoua^  the  high-prieft,  thou  and  thy  fellows,  that  fit 
before  thee  ;  for  they  are  men  wondered  at. — You  may  turn 
over  to  the  NeW'Tefa?nent,  and  fee  an  inflance  of  it  in 
the  believing  Hebrews,  Heb.  x.   33.     We  zuere  made  a 

ga-zing flock,  both  by  reproach  and  aflicllon, We  fee 

an  inflance  of  it  in  all  the  primitive Chrifitans,  Ads  xxviii. 
22.     For  as  concerning  this  feet,  we  know  that  every  where 

it  is  fpoken  agamfl. And  we  fee  an  inftance  of  it  in 

the  flower  of  the  flock,  Christ  hlmfelf,  the  Captain 
of  the  hofl,  Luke  ii.  34.  Behold  this  child  is  fct  for  the 
fall  and  rifing  of  many  in  Ifrael ;  and  fr  a  f<Jn  which 
fball  he  fpoken  againft.  Chrifl  is  the  rejected  Jlone^ 
Pfal.  cxviii.  22.  Enduring  the  contradiction  of  finners  a- 
gainf  himfelf  Heb.  xii.  3. 

I  might  here  demonflrate  the  truth  of  the  dodlrine, 
by  an  indiiclion  of  particulars,  fhewing  how  Chrifl  and  his 
Father,  his  Spirit  and  his  vv^ord,  his  fervants  and  people, 
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and  his  religion  itfelf,  hath  been  figns  and  wonders  for 
reproach. 

I.  Christ  hirafclf  hath  been  fpoken  againfl  and  re- 
proached.  They  fpake  againll  his  per/on^    as  bafe 

and  contemptible.  Having  no  form  or  comelinefs^  Ifa.  liii.  22. 

-They  Ipake  againft  his  preachings  as  falfe,  factious, 

fenfelefs,  and  feditious,  John  vii.  12.  Luke  xxii.  2. 
and  xvi.  14. — They  reproached  and  fpoke  againft  his 
miracles s  as  done  in  confederacy  with  Beehebiib  the  prince 
of  devils s  Matth.  xii.  24. — They  fpoke  againft  his  fiio- 
rals,  charging  him  with  blafphemy  againft  God^  profan- 
ation of  the  Sabbath,  as  a  wine-biber,  2i  friend  of  public  a^is 

and  ftnners.. They  fpoke  againft  \\\^  followers,  as  a 

company  of  ignorant,  defpicable  people,  John  vii.  48, 49, 

. —They  reproached  him  in  his  offices  :  in  his  teachiyig 

office,  when  they  challenged  him  to  prophecy  zuho  fmote 
him:  in  \i\%  faving  office,  when  they  challenged  him  to 
five  himfelf,  as  he  had  faved  others  :  in  his  ruling  office, 
when  they  challenged  him  to  prove  himfelf  the  king  of  the 
Jews,  by  coming  down  from  the  crofs. 

It  is  long  fince  the  world  thus  fpake  againft  him,  and 
reproached  him  ;  and  that  he  was  held  for  a  fign  and  a 
wonder  in  Ifrael,  and  was  fpoken  againft  even  in  Ifrael. 
But  are  there  none  that  fpeak  againft  and  reproach  him 
to  this  day,  even  when  he  is  exalted  to  the  place  of  glory 
and  power  ?  Yea,  How  do  the  Jews  fpeak  againft  him 
ftill,  in  all  thefe,  and  many  other  refpeds  ? — How  do 
\\\Q  Maho?netans  fpeak  againft  him,  while  they  prefer 
their  bafe  impofter  into  his  room  ? — Again,  how  are  A- 
rians  and  Socinians  daily  fpeaking  againft  Chrift,  as  If 
he  was  a  mere  man,  though  he  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God^ — How  do  .^takers  and  Enthufiajis  fpeak 
againft  him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  riothing,  an  empty 
va?iie.  fetting  up,  we  know  not  what  fort  of  a  Chrift 
within  them,  inftead  of  that  Jefus  that  was  crucified  at 
Jerufalem  ? — Wow  do  Atheijh  and  Z)^'///^  fpeak  againft 
him,  as  if  he  was  a  mere  cheat ;  accounting  the  religion 
he  hath  eftabliftied,  a  great  impofture  ;  and  his  gofpel 
a  jeft  ? — How  do  profane  and  ignorayit  pcrfons  fpeak  a- 
gainft  him,  as  if  our  Beloved  was  no  more  than  another 
beloved^  faying, JF/!?^/  Is  thy  Beloved^,  more  than  another 

beloV' 


Christ  and  his  FoUoivers»  259 

beloved^ — How  do  Latitiidinarians  fpeak  reproachfully 
againfl  him,  as  if  he  was  a  minifter  of  fm  !  —  How  do 
Legalijis  fpeak  againll  him,  as  if  he  alone  was  not  the 
Lord  our  right eaufnefs  f — How  do  Papijis  fpeak  againil 
him,  and  reproach  him  ?  They  make  him  but  a  falfe 
Ghrifl  by  their  doctrine.  They  fpoil  him  of  his  true 
man-hood ;  holding  that  Chrift's  body  is  not  only  in 
heaven,  but  really  and  fubftantially  in  all  places  wherever 
the  facrifice  of  the  mafs  is  offered:  thus  they  make  it 
omniprefent ;  and  take  away  the  very  -nature  of  a  body. 
They  reproach  him  in,  and  rob  him  of,  his  offices. 
They  degrade  him  from  his  propJjetical  office  ;  making 
the  pope  the  infallible  judge  of  all  controverfies.  They 
degrade  him  from  his  prieftly  office^  which  confiils  in 
fatisfadion  and  interceliion :  they  nullify  \\\%  fatisfaciion^ 
by  joining  therewith  the  fatisfaclion  of  man's  works,  as 
if  his  were  imperfe<^  without  that :  and  they  rob  him 
of  his  inUrceJjlon^  communicating  the  fame  to  faints  ; 
yea,  they  exalt  the  virg'in  Mary  far  above  Chrift,  in  this 
work  *,  for  they  pray  her  to  alk  the  Father,  to  command 
Chrill,  her  Son,  by  the  authority  of  a  mother,  to 
do  thus  and  thus  for  them.  So  much  is  evident  from 
the  genuine  popifli  tenents,  out  of  the  Rhemiih  Tefia- 
ment  ^.  Yea^  they  alfo  degrade  him  from  his  kingly 
office,  by  placing  the  pope  in  his  room  and  ftead,  as 
his  deputy,  in  his  prefence ;  while  they  give  power  to 
the  pope,  to  rule  the  catholic  church,  to  pardon  fms, 
and  make  laws  to  bind  men's  confciences ;  which  are 
things  proper  to  Chrift  alone :  whereby  they  take  the 
crown  off  Chrift's  head^  and  fet  it  on  the  pope's  :  for, 
to  claim  regency,  in  the  prefence  of  the  lawful  prince, 
is  to  proclaim  rebellion  againfl  the  prince ;  becaufe 
commiffion  of  vice-regency  ceafes  in  the  prefence  of  him 
that  appoints  it :  now,  Ghrifl  is  always  prefent  with  his 
church,  Matth.  xxviii.  20.  And,  therefore,  the  pope, 
by  his  claim,  mufl  needs  thrufl  Ghrifl  out  of  his  offices. 
And,  alas  !  what  a  lamentable  thing  is  it,  by  the  bye, 
that  this  damnable  dod:rine  fpreads  fo  much  even  in  this 
ifland ;  particularly  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  where, 
we  underfland,  the  popifh  mafs  is  as  folemnly  celebrate, 
*  A  popifn  tranflation  of  the  Bible. 
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as  wc  attend  upon  thefe  divine  ordinances  ?  And  as  Epif- 
copacv  wa^>  tjie  very  ground-work,  and  foundation-ilone, 
upon  which  Popery  was  at  firfl  ereded ;  fo,  what  matter 
of  lamentation  is  it,  that  popilh  ceremonies,  maintain- 
ed in  the  epifcopal  church,  are  fo  much  affeded ; 
whereby  fuch  indignity  is  offered  to  the  appointments 
of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chriil,  as  if  his  inflitutions  were  im- 
perfect, defective,  and  faulty,  without  their  additional 
inventions  ?  I  do  not  think  it  worth  my  while,  here  to 
meddle  with  particular  perfons,  and  their  principles,  which 
fome  may  think  I  have  fair  before  me :  we  Ihould  pity 
and  pray  for  them  who  delpitefully  ufe  us,  or  our  glo- 
rious Lord  and  his  ordinances  ;  and  efpecially  we  fhould 
pity  and  lament  over  an  ignorant  generation,  that  are 
fo  infatuated,  as  to  defire  nothing  more,  than  to  have 
thefe  realms  intirely  fubjed:  to  a  popilh  government, 
and  antlchriftian  yoke ;  which  neitber  we  nor  our  fore- 
fathers were  able  to  bear :  furely,  fuch  do  not  know 
and  confider,  how  much  Popery  fpeaks  to  the  reproach 

of  Chrifl  and   true   Chrillianity. -Thefe    are  bard 

fpeeches^  which  nngodly  ftnners  have  fpoken  aga'nift  him, 
Jude  ver.  15.  which  is  the  y?^;^  to  be  fpoken  againfl. 

%,  As  Chrifl  himfelf,  fo  his  Father  is  fpoken  againfl: 
and  reproached. — Some  denying  his  being,  though  his 
exiltence  be  fo  neceffary,  that,  if  he  be  not,  it  is  im- 
poiiibie  any  thing  cUe  Ihould  be  ;  yet  many  fools  fay 
in  their  heart,  \vhat  they  dare  not  fpeak  out,  w'z.  T^hat 
there  is  no  God,  Pfal.  xiv.  i.  And  he  that  faith  there  is 
none,  would  wlfli  there  were  none ;  and  if  he  could 
help  it,  there  fhould  be  none. —  Some  blafphemoufly 
charging  the  all-feeing  eye  with  blindnefs,  faying,  The 
Lord  jhall  not  fee,  Pfal.  cxiv.  7.  Charging  the  eternal 
mind  with  forget fuhiefs,  faying,  God  hath  forgotten,  PfaL 
X.  II.  Charging  the  omnipotent  arm  with  ^eaknefs, 
faying.  Can  God  give  bread  in  the  wilder  nefs  f  PfaL  xxviii. 
19,  20.  Charging  his  reftoral  equity  with  tnjujlice, 
faying,  Though  we  fin,  we  fhall  not  furely  die.— Somt 
fpeak  againil  and  reproach  his  providence,  by  quarrell- 
ing, murmuring,  and  complaining,  and  finding  fault 
witii  the  difpofals  of  it. — Some  profane  his  name,  mak- 
ing it  a  by-word,  by  which  they  give  vent  to  their  ex- 
orbitant 
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orbitant  pailions,  and  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  other  idle 
words.  Not  only  is  the  name  of  God  thus  abufed  by 
thofe  who  belch  out  their  bloody  oaths,  which  would 
make  the  ears  of  every  good  man  to  tingle  ;  but  alfo, 
by  thofe  who  mention  the  name  of  God  flightly,  or 
irreverently,  in  their  ordinary  converfation  ;  he  is  near 
to  their  mouth,  but  far  from  their  heart.  To  ufe  thefe 
forms  of  fpeech,  which  properly  fignify  an  acknowledg- 
jiient  of  God's  being  ;  as,  0  God!  0  Lord  !  or  the  like  : 
or  an  appeal  to  his  omnifcience,  as  God  knoweth^  the 
Lord  knoweth :  or  an  invocation  of  his  favour,  as  God 
hlefs  me  !  Lord  be  merciful  to  me!  I  fay,  to  ufe  thefe,  or 
the  like  expreffions,  impertinently,  and  intending  there- 
by only  to  exprefs  our  wonder  and  furprize,  or  our 
pallionat^^refentment,  or  any  thing  befide  that  which  is 
their  propci  ^nd  awful  fignification,  is  an  evidence  of 
a  vain  mind,  that  wants  a  due  regard  to  that  glorious 
and  fearful  name  :  yet,  thus  is  the  mouth  oftljc  ungodly 
Jet  againjl  heaven^  Ffal.  Ixxxviii.  9.  Jude  16.  May 
the  Lordy  tJjat  hath  chofen  Jerufalem^  rebuke  them!  Zech, 
iii,  2. 

3.  As  Chrifl  himfelf  and  his  Father,  fo  his  Spirit  is 
reproached.  Many  indeed  are  grolly  ignorant  of  the 
Holy  Gholl,  like  thofe,  A6ts  xix.  2.  We  Juive  not  fo 
much  as  heard^  whether  there  be  any  Holy  Ghoji,  Others 
that  hear  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  they  blafpheme  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  ;  and  fo  make  fearful  approaches  to  the  unpar- 
donable hn :  while  they  reproach  his  motions,  as  en- 
thufiaftic  fancies  ;  and  his  operations,  as  frantic  noti- 
ons ;  and  all  his  graces  and  influences,  as  dreams 
and  delufions. 

4.  His  word  is  reproached  ;  But  when  the  yews  faw 
the  midtttudeSy  they  were  filled  luith  envy,  and  fpake  a- 
gainft  thofe  things  which  were  fpoken  by  Paul,  contradi^- 
Ing  and  blafpheming,  A£ls  xiii.  45.  Atheifts  fpeak  againfl 
the  authority  of  the  fcriptures :  Papills  fpeak  againft 
the  perfpicuity  of  the  fcriptures,  and  receive  unwritten 
traditions  with  the  fame  reverence  and  afPedion.  Some 
profanely  jell  with  the  words  of  the  fcripture  ;  making 
themfelves  merry  with  fcripture  language,  Jer.  vi.  10. 
The  word  of  the  Lord  is  to  ti)e?n  a  reproach.     Profligate 
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wits  rcUflb  no  jefts  better,  than  thofe  which  ridicule  the 
facred  word  :  as  no  cups  could  pleafe  Belihazzer  better, 
in  his  druken  frolicks,  than  the  facred  vefTels  of  the 
temple.  But,  he  that  fits  in  heaven  will  laugh  at  them^ 
and  hold  them  in  derifwn  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  impotent  ma- 
lice, will  magnify  the  laza,  and  make  it  honourable. 

5.  His  religion  and  doflrine  is  fpoken  againft  and  re- 
proached. The  truth  of  it,  and  of  the  gofpel,  are  many 
times  reproached,  ridiculed,  and  contradicted,  as  falfe 
and  groundlefs ;  even  as  the  mediation^  and  the  refur^ 
region  of  the  dead  was  mocked  at  by  the  Athenian  phi- 
lofopher.  The  laws  of  it  were  accounted  grievous  and 
unreafonable,  as  hardfayings.  The  ordinances  of  it  de- 
fpifed,  as  mean,  and  having  no  form  and  comelinefs ; 
hence  came  in  the  gaudy  ornaments  of  human  inven- 
tion, in  the  worfliip  of  God.  Sabbaths  Rnd  facraments 
were  mocked  at  and  contemned.  Primitive  Chrifliani- 
ty  was  induflrioufly  caluminated,  becaufe  it  overthrew 
idolatry ;  for,  when  the  devil  w^as  filenced,  in  his  ora- 
cles, he  opened  his  mouth  in  lies  and  llanders  :  Julian 
difcharged  the  Chriftians  to  be  called  any  other  thing 
than  Galileans.  And  the  reformed  religion,  in  like  man- 
ner, was  reproached  :  where  was  your  religion,  fay  the 
Papifts,  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was  flill 
in  the  Bible,  where  Popery  never  was  :  though  it  main- 
tains all  that  do6lrine,  which  Chrift  and  his  apoftles 
preached ;  yet,  the  profeflbrs  and  preachers  of  it,  are 
called  fchifmatics  and  heretics.  And  even  amongft  thefe 
who  profefs  the  reformed  rehgion,  how  is  the  flower  of 
godlinefs  contradicted  and  contemned,  by  thofe  that 
reft  only  in  a  form  !  They  that  2iX^  fervent  in  fpirit^ferv- 
ing  the  Lord^  muft  expcd  to  be  evil  fpoken  of,  by  fuch 
as  affect  lukewarmnefs,  and  indifference  in  religion ; 
and  fo, 

6.  YY\^  fervants  and  people  are  alfo  reproached.  The 
preachers  of  Chrift  are,  with  a  diftinguiftiing  enmity, 
every  where  fpoken  againfl^  1  Cor.  xxxvi.  16.  They 
have  been  trampled  upon  as  the  filth  of  the  world^  and 
the  offscouring  of  all  things^  Ezek.  xxxiii.  30,  31,  32* 
The  ftandard-bearers  have  been  moft  ftruck  at.-^The 
profeffors  of  religion  alfo,  have  been  reproached,  revil- 
ed. 
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ed,  and  perfeeuted,  Matth.  v.  11,  12. — God's  heritage 
hath  been  always  a  fpeckled  bird  ;  and  his  children  for 
figns  and  wonders ;  and  thofe  who  are  the  greatefl  blef- 
fmgs  of  the  age,  branded  as  troublers  of  IfraeL  And, 
indeed,  If  they  called  the  mafler  of  the  houfe  Beelzebub^ 
no  nick-name  faflened  upon  his  followers  can  feem 
flrange.     But  this  leads, 

01.  To  the  third  thing,  which  was.  To  enquire  in- 
to fome  of  thefe  7narks  of  reproach  and  contempt  that  ufes 
to  be  call  upon  Chrifl  and  his  friends,  in  the  world.  It 
is  a  true  faying  that  the  apoflle  hath,  with  refped  to  the 
children  of  God  ;  If  in  this  life  only  -we  had  hope,  we  are 
of  all  men  the  mofl  miferable.  This  he  fpeaks  with  refer- 
ence to  the  trials  that  they  mufl:  lay  their  account  with, 
in  the  world  ;  for,  they  muft  be  the  butt  of  the  malice 
of  the  world,  and  the  fubjed  of  the  mockery  of  the 
wicked ;  yea,  of  many  profelTors  in  Ifrael  ;  Behold^  I 
and  the  children^  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  7ne^  are  for 
figns  and  for  wonders  in  IfraeL  There  are  thefe,  and  the 
hke  following  marks  of  reproach  that  are  cafl  upon 
them. 

Thtfirfi  mark  of  reproach  is,  That  fometlmes  they 
are  held  for  monllers  and  prodigies  of  folly  and  i?npU' 
deuce  ;  i  Gor.  iv.  10.  We  are  fools  for  Chriffsfake;  /.  e, 
we  are  thus  reckoned  in  the  judgment  of  the  world  * 
becaufc  we  prefer  afflid:ion  before  fm  ;  and  becaufe  we 
fear  God  more  than  man  ;  and  the  wrath  of  God  more 
than  the  wrath  of  a  king.  The  world  reckons  it  is  a  folly 
for  men  to  choofe  afflidion  rather  than  fm.  No  doubt,  the 
three  children  were  reckoned  fools,  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  king's  fiery  furnace  :  but  furely  it  \vas  more 
wifdom  than  to  expofe  themfelves  to  God's  fiery  fur* 
nace,  whofe  wrath  is  more  terrible  than  all  the  fury  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth.  The  world  thinks  Mofes's  choice 
a  folly  ;  what !  to  prefer  affliBions  with  the  people  of  God^ 
before  all  the  pleafures  offin^  and  grandeur  of  Fharoah'a 
court ! 

^hcfecond  mark  of  reproach  is  this,  They  are  fome- 
tlmes, held  for  monfters  and  prodigies  q{  wkkednefs^ 
monfters  of  villany,     Chrifl  himfelf  was  reproached  as 
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the  mod  arrant  villain,  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  a 
man  in  compact  with  the  devil :  his  followers  were  ftig- 
matized  with  the  greateft  of  wickednefs  ;  their  religious 
meetings  and  conventicles  for  divine  worlhip,  were  re- 
proached as  being  cloaks  for  covering  the  defign  of 
whoredom  and  uncleannefs.  Papifts  have  looked  upon 
Proteftants  as  the  word  of  devils  incarnate  :  and  do  not 
loofe-living  perfons  look  upon  thofe  that  are  ftrid:  to  be 
nothing  but  bafe  perfons,  a  pack  of  hypocrites,  liars, 
and  deceivers  ?  They  put  them  in  bear  Ikins,  and  then 
bark  at  them,  and  worry  them.  You  will  get  a  wretch- 
ed, gracelefs,  curfmg,  ranting  debauchee,  that,  in  fome 
company,  will  perfecute  a  child  of  God,  and  make  him 
as  hell,  if  you  will  believe  him ;  and,  if  you  obferve 
attentively,  you  may  fee  jufl:  the  devil,  the  father  of 
lies  and  accufer  of  the  brethren,  fpeaking  out  of  him  ; 
and  his  tongue  to  be  the  inflrument  of  calumny,  while 
he  reprefents  them  as  enemies  to  the  law  and  holinefs. 
See  Acts  xviii.  13. 

The  third  mark  of  reproach  is.  That  they  are  fome- 
times  held  as  monfters  of  injurioufnefs  and  hurtfalnefs  : 
though  even  for  their  fakes  the  world  is  upheld,  and 
for  their  fakes  the  wicked  have  many  mercies  continued 
with  them ;  yet  they  are  many  times  looked  upon  as 
the  troublers  of  church  and  date :  thus  Elijah  was  the 
man  that  mod  lamented  the  fms  of  Ifrael,  and  yet  he  is 
called  the  iroubler  of  Ifrael^  i  Kings  xviii.  17.  Thus 
they  are  reproached  fometimes  with  rebellion,  and  as 
enemies  to  civil  government,  having  laws  different  from 
all  people,  Edher  iii.  8.  ^ud  Hainan  faid  unto  the  king 
^dhafueriis ,  There  is  a  certain  people  /battered  abroad^  and 
difperfed  among  the  people^  in  all  the  provinces  of  thy  king- 
dom^ and  their  laws  are  diverfe  from  all  people^  neither 
keep  they  the  king^s  laws  ;  therefore  it  is  not  for  the  king^s 
profit  tofuff'er  them.  While  they  hold  by  the  laws  of 
King  Jefus,  in  oppofition  to  all  the  laws  of  earthly  go- 
vernment, that  feeni  to  clafli  v/ith  the  law  of  God,  then 
they  are  treated  as  lawlefs  perfons.  When  Amos  v/as 
reproving  the  fms  of  Ifrael,  the  prieds  of  Bethel  com- 
plain upon  him  to  the  government,  Amos  x.  11,  13. 
Thus  v/ere   the   chridians  reproached,    Acls  xvii.  7. 
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Thcfe  are  they^  fay  the  wicked  Jews,  that  have  turned 
the  world  upftde  dozvn  :  and  thefe  all  do  contrary  to  the 
decrees  of  Caefar,  faying,  ^at  there  is  another  king,  one 
Jefus.  Thus  the  builders  of  the  walls  of  Jerufalem  were 
accufed  and  charged  with  rebellion,  againll  the  govern- 
ment,   Neh.  ii  1 9.     They  laughed  us  to  /corn,    and  de- 

fpifcd  us,  faying.  What  is  this  ye  do  f  Will  ye  rebel  againjl 

,  the  King  ? 

The  fourth  mark  of  reproach  Is  this,  They  are  fome- 
tiQies  held  as  monfters  oi pride  zwAfdf  conceit ;  as  raea 
aite6ting  hngularity  ;  as  men  who  think  themfelves  wif- 
er  than  others,  and  as  a  feci  and  faction  preferable  to 
all  others.  Acts  xxviii.  22.  As  for  this  feci,  ive  know., 
that  every  where  it  is  fpoken  againfl :  where  the  godly 
were  reprefented  under  the  invidious  name  of  a  feci,  or 

a  party,  that  affeded  fmgularity. The  mailers  and 

maintainers  of  fe^ls  are  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the 
great  corporation  of  mankind :  but  there  is  not  the  lead 
colour  to  put  this  fcandalous  charadler  upon  the  true 
profeilors  of  Chriilianity,  or  followers  of  Chrift :  for, 
it  edablillies  that  v/hich  is  of  general  concern  to  all  man- 
kind. 

V7e  read,  indeed,  of  the  feet  of  the  Sadducees,  who 
juflly  deferved  that  character  ;  becaufe  they  overturned 
the  foundation  of  religion,  by  denying  a  future  ft  ate, 
and  the  immortality  of  the  foul :  v/hereas,  the  gofpel, 
and  true  religion,  ellabliih  thofe  principles  that  concern 
man's  everlafling  welfare.  —Alfo  it  cannot  be  called  a 
feci,  becaufe  it  hath  a  native  tendency  to  the  uniting  the 
children  of  men  to  the  Soil  of  God,  and  to  one  ano- 
ther in  him,  by  love.  Chrifl  died  to  break  down  par- 
tition-walls, and  to  flay  all  enmity  ;  and  taught  all  his 
followers,  not  only  to  love  one  anotI>er,  but  to  love  their 
enemies.  And  his  gofpel,  and  the  believers  of  it,  are 
far  from  being  a  feet,  which  is  fuppoled  to  lead  to  di- 
vifion^  and  fov/  difcord.  It  is  true,  the  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  hath  been  the  occafion  of  much  contention 
in  the  v/orld :  and  hence  the  preachers  of  the  gofpel 
have  been  branded  as  men  of  contention,  Jer.  xv.  10. 
where  the  prophet  fays,  he  was  horn  a  man  offtrife,  and 
a  man  of  contention  to  the  whole  earth  }  on  which  account 
Vol.  I.  Li  '  Chrifl 
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Chrift  fays,  he  came  not  to  fend  peace ^  hutafword;  and 
to  fet  men  at  'variance  one  againji  another^  Mat.  x.  34,  35. 
intimating,  what  occafion  of  contention  the  gofpel  would 
be  ;  and  what  a  load  of  reproaches  might  thereupon  be 
call  upon  its  followers,  as  if  they  were  contentious  per- 
fons,  and  divifion-makers :  but  whatever  divifion  or 
contention  it  be  the  occafion  of,  yet  it  is  nowife  the 
caufc  of  contention  ;  for,  it  was  intended  to  be  the  cure 
of  it :  and  fo  far  as  gofpel  truth  and  principles  do  pow- 
erfully prevail,  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  fo  far  doth  it 
make  them  meek  and  quiet,  and  of  a  loving  difpofition ; 
for,  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above ^  is  pure  and  peaceable  ; 

■and  the  gofpel  proclaims  peace  on  earth, In  a  word, 

true  gofpel-believers  are  fo  far  from  being  a  divifive  feci, 
that,  whereas  the  authors  of  feds  ufe  to  be  governed 
by  fecular  intereji^  and  to  aim  at  wealth,  honour,  and 
grandeur  ;  true  religion,  inftead  of  preferring  a  man  to 
honour,  lays  him  open  to  difgrace  ;  and  lays  him  ob- 
noxious to  fines  and  forfeiture,  to  flames  and  faggots, 
racks  and  imprifonments,  when  religion  is  perfecute  o- 
penly,  as  was  the  common  lot  of  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  of  feveral  after-ages  of  the  church  ;  and  hath 
been  the  lot  of  fome  in  Britain,  yea,  in  Scotland,  fmce 
the  Pteformation  :  and  that  it  is  not  the  lot  of  our  day, 
is  owing  to  reilraining  Providence  ;  but  how  foon  it 
may  be  your  lot,  it  is  hard  to  tell.  However,  in  this 
refpecl,  it  is  far  from  being  a  feet  governed  by  fecular 
interell. 

We  read  likewife  of  the  feci  of  the  Pharifees  ;  and 
they  proved  tbemfelves  to  be  a  fed,  by  thiriting  after 
the  praife  of  men,  by  divouring  ividows  houfes,  and  the 
like  :  but  fome  fworn  enemies  to  the  Chriflian  religion, 
fuch  as  Caifar  Vaninus,  who  was  induilrius  in  fearch- 
ing  out  all  objedions  againft  it,  owned  there  was  no- 
thing in  it  that  favoured  of  carnal  and  worldly  defigns. 
True  Chriilianity  is  a  heavenly  calling,  not  under  the 
conduQ:  of  flelhly  wifdom. 

But  if,  notwithftanding  of  all  this,  the  true  follow- 
ers of  Chrid  be  nicknamed  a  feci ;  if  a  flricl  and  fober 
converfation  ;  if  a  zealous  contending  for  the  faith  ;  if  a 
diligent  attendance  upon,  and  adherence  to  the  gofpel, 

and 
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and  its  truths  and  ordinances ;  if  joining  in  religious 
focieties,  for  prayer  and  Chriftian  conference,  and  en- 
deavouring, in  our  places,  the  fupprellion  of  error,  im- 
morality, and  profanenefs  ;  if  a  vigorous  oppofition  to 
every  thing  that  incroaches  upon  the  prerogative  of 
Chrifl,  or  tendeth  to  hurt  the  dodrine,  worlhip,  difcip- 
line,  and  government  of  his  houfe ;  if  thefe,  and  the 
like,  be  called  and  counted  the  badge  of  a  fed,  or 
party,  let  us  not  be  moved  at  it ;  but  rather  fay  as  Da- 
vid, 2  Sam.  vi.  22.  If  this  be  to  be  vile^  I  will  be  more 
<vile.  Let  us  not  be  deterred  from  gofpel-principles  and 
pradices,  by  the  invidious  name  of  a  fed: :  it  is  better 
to  be  under  the  reproach  of  men,  for  following  of  Chrifl, 
than  to  be  under  the  curfe  of  God  for  forfaking  him. 

The  jifth  mark  of  reproach  call  upon  them  is.  That 
fometimes  they  are  held  as  monflers  of  error^  and  as 
figns  and  w^onders  for  novelty  of  dodrine  and  deport- 
ment. Ads  xvii.  19,  20.  What  new  doclr'me  istbisf 
For  thou  bringejl  certain  Jlrange  things  to  our  ears  :  and 
yet  it  was  nothing  but  the  dodrine  of  Chrifl  and  his 
gofpel,  preached  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  in 
Paradife,  and  profefTed  of  through  the  Old-Teftament ; 
however,  it  was  reproached  as  a  new  fcheme,  and  a 
dodrine  fubverfive  of  the  law  ;  'This  fellow  perfuades  men 
to  worfhip  God  contrary  to  the  law.  Ads  xviii.  13.  Chrifl 
himfelf  was  obliged  to  vindicate  himfelf,  from  this  charge, 
faying.  Mat.  v.  17.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  deftroy 
the  law  and  the  prophets  ;  I  am  not  come  to  dejlroy,  but  to 
fulfil.  And  Paul  vindicated  himfelf,  Rom.  iii.  31.  ^0 
we  make  void  the  lazu,  through  faith  f  God  forbid  !  JSfay^ 
we  ejlahlifh  the  law. 

T\\t  fixth  mark  of  reproach  is,  They  are  held  as  mon- 
flers of  melancholy.,  didnefs,  2iX\diJiupidity  ;  that  is  an  or- 
dinary reproach  cafl  upon  religion,  as  if  it  turned  men 
dumpifh  and  fottifli,  dull  and  melancholy :  which  is 
occafioned  efpecially  by  the  humbled  and  dcjeded  circum- 
fiances  of  new  beginners  in  religion  ;  while  they  are  un- 
der a  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  under  a  law^-work  of  con- 
vidion  and  humiliation.  But  let  poor  humbled  fouls, 
that  are  weighted  under  a  fenfe  of  fm,  and  fear  of 
wrath,  and  grievous  reHedions  upon  their  mifpent  time ; 
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and  with  a  concern  about  what  will  become  of  them  at 
death  and  judgment,  and  through  a  long  vaft  eternity  ; 
let  them  remember,  that  it  is  better  to  bear  that  yoke, 
for  a  while,  till  the  Lord  himfelf  give  an  outgate,  though 
they  fliould  be  called  mad  and  melancholy  both,  than 
to  bear  the  yoke  of  God's  everlafting  wn-ath,  which  will 
be  wreathed  about  the  necks  of  all  defpifers  of  God  and 
godlinefs.  —  Sometimes  this  reproach  is  occafioned  by 
the  different  difpofiikns  that  true  religion  works  upon  its 
followers,  from  that  of  the  world.  True  godlinefs 
makes  a  man  leave  all  finful  pleafure  and  dehght,  as 
well  as  all  finiul  profit  and  gain :  and  this  being  con- 
trary to  the  way  of  the  world,  the  man  that  is  thus 
iTLortified  to  the  world,  is  prefently  cenfured  for  melan- 
cholly  :  whereas  no  pleafure  in  the  w^orld  is  comparable 
to  the  pleafure  of  religion  ;  }Vifda?n^s  ivays  a?^e  pleafant- 
nefs.  And  religion  is  fo  far  from  being  a  melancholy, 
uncomfortable  thing,  that  nothing  fills  the  religious  man 
with  more  grief  and  melancholy  than  this,  that  he  is 
not  religious  enough  ;  and  that  he  thinks  he  hath  no 
religion.  Some  profpect  of  eternal  happinefs,  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  freedom  from  divine  wrath,  communion  and 
fellowfnip  wdth  God,  and  religion,  in  the  life  and  pow- 
er of  it,  is  the  belt  antidote  againfl  mxclancholy  that  I 
know ;  and  the  greateft  advancer  of  fober  muth,  and 
ipiritual  gladnefs. 

In  a  v/ord,  manifold  are  the  marks  of  reproach  faffen- 

ed  upon  true  religion,    and  its  friends. Sometimes 

they  are  reproached  as  monfters  of  ingratitude  to  the 
world,  becaufe  they  \A\\  not  humour  and  pleafe  them, 
in  the  way  of  wickednefs ;  becaufe  they  will  ferve  them 
only,  ufque  ad  aras^  according  to  the  Latin  proverb ; 
th^at  is  to  fay,  as  far  as  is  laivful^  and  no  farther.— 
Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  monfters  of  wrath 
and  Jjjite^  while  their  zeal  for  God  comes  under  the 
name  of  anger,  and  canker,  and  rancour.  The  meek 
oi  the  earth  can  bear  injuries  againft  themfelves  :  but  if 
they  cannot  bear  the  injuries  that  are  done  to  the  ho- 
nour ol:  God  ;  if  tliey  cannot  bear  evil^  as  it  is  faid  to 
tile  commendation  of  the  church  of  Ephefus,  Rev.  ii.  2.; 
then  they  arc  cenfured  and  iligmatized  for  hot-headed 
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zealots.  If  they  be  faithful  in  reproving  of  fm,  and  te/li- 
fying  againft  other  general  deiedions,  or  particular  e- 
normities,  then  they  are  ready  to  meet  with  the  prophet 
Micaiah's  entertainment  ;  'This  fellow  7ie-ver /peaks  good 
of  me. — Sometimes  they  are  reproached  as  bunglers  and 
babblers^  Ads  xvii.  i8.  The  Athenian  philofophers,  E- 
picureans,  and  Stoics  encountered  Paul,  and  infulted 
him  faying,  What  will  ibis  babble?^  fayf — Sometimes 
they  are  reproached  for  the  very  grace  of  God  i/elf  that 
appears  in  them ;  Gal.  iv.  29.  He  that  was  born  after 
the  flefh,  perfecuted  him  that  zuas  born  after  the  Spirit. 
So  alfo  it  is  now  :  and  the  perfecution  here  efpecially 
pointed  at,  was  that  of  fcorning  and  mocking,  viz.  as 
Illimael  m.ocked  Ifaac.  And,  indeed,  mocking  and  de- 
rifion,  which  arifes  from  an  hatred  and  contempt  of 
our  brother,  is  a  degree  of  mmrder  ;  But  I  fay  imto  you^ 
that  whofoever  is  angry  zuith  his  brother^  luithout  a  caufe, 
Jhall  he  in  danger  of  the  judgment :  and  whofoever  flmll  fay 
to  his  brother^  Kaca^  floall  be  in  danger  of  the  council:  hut 
zvhofo ever  fhall  fay ^  Thou  fool,  flmll  he  in  danger  of  hell- 
fire  J  Mat.  v.  22.  Here  Raca  fignifies  all  figns  and  gef- 
tures  that  exprefs  contempt ;  fucli  as,  hiiling,  and  flout- 
ing, and  looking  contemptuoufly  on  our  brother.  Now, 
the  mocking  wherewith  Iflimael  mocked  Ifaac,  proceed- 
ed from  the  contempt  and  hatred  of  the  grace  of  God 
in  Ifaac  ;  which  Paul  obferves,  when  he  fays,  that  he 
perfecuted  that  which  was  bom  after  the  Spirit.  Thus 
Cainhat^d  his  brother,  becaufe  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
him;  bdtaufe  his  deeds  were  good,  i  John  iii.  12.  A 
great  part  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  ftood  in  this,  that 
he  was  7nocked  for  his  confidence  in  God,  Pfal.  xxii.  8. 
Mat.  xxvii.  43.  The  children  of  Bethel  mocked  Ehflia, 
I.  For  \\\s  perfon,  faying,  Go  up  thou  bald-head  ;  go  up 
thou  bald-head.  2.  For  the  grace  and  favour  of  God 
fliared  to  Ehjah  his  mailer,  faying.  Go  up,  or  afcend^ 
as  Elijah  did ;  go  up,  not  to  Bethel,  as  fome  remark  ; 
but  go  up  to  heaven  :  and  this  profane  fcorning  he  curf- 
ed  in  the  name  of  God.  Let  this  learn  children  to  be- 
w^are  of  being  mockers  of  the  godly  :  the  curfe  of  God 
lighted  upon  thefe  children  ;  and  flje-bears  came  forth 
out  of  the  wood  J  and  tare  to  pieces  forty-tvjo  children  of 

them^ 
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them^  2  Kings  ii.  23,  24. Now,  thefe  are  fome  of 

the  many  marks  of  reproach,  tliat  are  cafl  upon  rehgi- 
on,  and  the  followers  of  it,  while  they  2x^forfigns  and 
for  wonders  in  IfraeL 

IV.  l^hc  fourth  thing  was,  To  give  the  reafons  of  the 
doctrine,  whence  it  is,  'Thoi  Cknfl  and  his  children  have 
been,  and  are  thus  for  fi^ns  and  wonders  in  Ifrael :  or, 
why  they  have  been,  and  are  thus  ftigmatifed  with 
marks  of  reproach  and  contempt.     And, 

I.  They  are  for  figns  and  wonders,  becaufe  they  are 
not  known^  i  John  iii.  i.  'The  ivorld  kyioweth  us  not ^  be- 
caufe it  knew  not  hinu  The  world  know  not  Christ  ; 
and  therefore  they  abufed  him :  if  they  had  known, 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  Chrifl 
■svas  defpifed  becaufe  the  world  knew  him  not,  John 
i.  10.  I  Cor.  ii.  8.  The  world  did  not  know  the  digni- 
ty of  his  perfon,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God :  yea, 
when  he  called  himfelf  the  Son  of  God,  they  called  him 
a  blafphemer,  and  floned  him.  They  did  not  know  the 
excellency  of  his  dodrine,  otherwife  they  w^ould  never 
have  faid,  that  he  deceiveth  the  people.  They  did  not 
know  the  dcfign  of  his  coming,  or  that  he  was  the  Savi- 
our  of  the  world,  and  was  to  die  that  they  might  live. 
They  did  not  know  him  in  the  power  of  his  refurredli- 
on,  or  the  fellowfliip  of  his  fufferings :  and  therefore, 
they  reproached  him. — The  world  doth  not  know  his 
followers  and  friends  neither :  though  the  world  may 
know  them,  with  refpe^l  to  their  outward  circumflan- 
ces,  yet  the  world  doth  not  know  the  people  of  God. 
The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their  fpiritual  relation 
to  God,  as  being  the  children  of  God.  The  world  doth 
not  know  them  in  their  fpiritual  Jiate  of  favour  and 
friendfhip  with  God.  The  world  doth  not  know  them 
in  their  fpiritual  privileges^  graces^  and  endowments.  The 
world  doth  not  know  them  in  refpe£t  of  their  love  to  God, 
and  God's  love  to  them,  and  his  difpofition  toward  them. 
The  world  doth  not  know  them  in  their  acls  of  faith  to- 
ward a  God  in  Chrift.  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in 
iheiYfecret  duties^  and  fecret  fellowfliip  with  God :  their 
life  is  hid  with  Chri/l  in  God,  As  in  a  frofty  night  the  flars 

will 


Christ  and  his  Folloivers.  271 

will  appear  to  them  that  live  in  that  climate  ;  while  thofe 
that  live  in  another  climate,  cannot  difcern  them  :  fo  will 
the  graces  of  the  godly  appear,  like  fo  many  gliflering 
diamonds,  to  the  fpiritual  difcerning  of  thofe,  who  live 
in  the  fame  fpiritual  climate.  But  the  world  cannot  fee 
them ;  they  live  in  another  climate ;  Tbe  natural  man 
receiveth  not  the  tJ?ings  of  the  Spirit  of  God :  they  are 
foolijhnefs  unto  him.  The  world  doth  not  know  them,  in 
refped:  of  their  ufefulnefs  ;  how  ufeful  they  are  to  bring 
down  bleffings  on  thefe  among  whom  they  live ;  and 
how  ufeful  they  are,  in  holding  off  many  fad  judgments ; 
fo  ten  righteous  men,  in  Sodom,  would  have  faved  it 
from  deftrud:ion.  The  world  doth  not  know  them  in 
thefe  refpeds ;  they  do  not  know  them  becaufe  they 
are  fpiritually  blind :  they  do  not  know  them,  becaufe 
they  do  not  converfe  with  them ;  they  do  not  keep 
company  with  them  ;  they  may  outwardly  trade  with 
them,  but  have  no  fpiritual  correfpondence  with  them. 
And,  O  how  excellent  are  the  ways  of  God,  which 
none  reproach  but  thofe  that  know  them  not ! 

2.  They  are  for  figns  and  wonders  in  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  not  like  the  world  ;  they  are  unlike  to 
the  wicked.  As  men  will  wonder  at  a  perfon  that  is  not 
like  other  folk :  fo  they  are  for  wonders  becaufe  they 
are  a  different  fpecies  from  the  world  ;  yea,  they  are  men 
of  another  world,  John  xv.  18,  17. :  where  you  fee  the 
world  hates  the  people  of  God,  becaufe  they  are  like 
Chrift,  who  was  hated  of  the  world  ;  and  becaufe  they 
are  unlike  unto  the  world :  they  are  new-born  ;  and 
have  another  nature  :  they  are  ftrangers  here,  and  have 
their  face  fet  toward  another  world.  They  are  many 
ways  unlike  the  world. — The  world  and  they  are  ohjcds 
of  different  affedions  ;  the  one  is  loved,  and  the  other  is 
hated  of  God. — They  2ectfubjecls  of  different  Lords,  viz, 
God  and  the  devil :  and  thefe  two  Lords  command  con- 
trary things  ;  they  promife  contrary  rewards,  and  they 
threaten  contrary  punifliments.  The  devil  commands 
men  to  ferve  their  lulls  ;  he  promifes  them  temporal 
pleafures,  and  he  threatens  temporal  miferles  to  thefe 
that  will  not  ferve  him.  Now,  God's  commands,  pro- 
mifes, and  threatenings  are  of  another  nature  :  and  fo 

there 


272     r/?^  World's  Verdict  o/*    Serm.  VL 

there  is  vaft  odds  between  the  one  and  the  other,  while 
they  are  fubjeds  of  different  Lords ;  the  godly  being 
hrought  from  darknefs  to  lights  2ind  front  be  power  of  Su' 
tan  unto  God ;  the  wicked  being  led  captives  by  Satan, 
at  his  pleafure  ;  he  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
difobedience  :  yea,  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  their  eyes  ; 
and  fuggeits  all  manner  of  evil  unto  them,  and  fills  them 
with  prejudice  and  enmity  againfl  the  faints. — But  then, 
as  they  are  objeds  of  different  affections,  and  fubje6ts 
of  different  Lords,  i^o  they  ^x^perfons  of  different  princi- 
ples^ that  they  ad  from  :  the  one  ads  merely  from  the 
fleih,  the  other  ads  from  the  Spirit :  contrary  fpirits 
ad  them  feverally  ;  Te  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  this 
worlds  but  the  fpirit  which  is  ^G^jJ.— Further,  they  are 
a  people  of  different  ends^  whether  we  confider  the  end 
propofed  by  them,  or  the  end  defigned  upon  them.  As 
to  the  end  propofed  by  them ;  the  godly  man  propofes 
the  glory  of  God,  as  his  great  and  ultimate  end  :  the 
wicked  man  propofes  the  fatisfacleon  of  his  own  lufts,  as 
his  end.  As  to  the  end  defigned  upon  them  ;  the  end  of 
the  godly  man  will  be,  that  he  jhall  enter  Into  the  joy  of 
his  Lord,  to  be  for  ever  with  him :  the  end  of  the 
wicked  will  be,  that  hefhall  he  turned  into  hell,  to  be 
tormented  with  the  devil  and  his  angels. Now,  fee- 
ing they  are  every  way  fo  unlike  to  the  world,  no  won- 
der that  they  be  for  figns  and  w^onders  in  the  world  ; 
for,  M^bat  felhzvfhip  hath  r'lq^hteoufnefs  with  unrighteouf- 
nejsf  Or,  what  concord  hath  light  with  darknefs?  What 
communion  hath  Chriji  with  Belial  f  What  part  hath  he 
that  belit'vetk  zuith  an  infidel  f  i  Cor.  vi.  14,  15.  Now, 
becaufe  they  are  10  unlike  the  world,  and  cannot  fol- 
low the  courfe  of  the  w^orld  ;  therefore  thev  are  re- 
proached  therein  :  They  think  it  firanae^  that  they  run 
not  With  them,  to  the  fame  excefs  of  riot ;  fpeaktng  evil 
of  you  y   1  Pet.  iv.  4. 

3.  They  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  m  the  world, 
becaufe  they  are  enemies  to  the  way  cf  the  world.  The 
wickednefs  of  the  world  is  a  vexation  to  them  ;  For  that 
righteous  rnan  Lot,  dzt'elli/n^  arnong  them,  m  feeing,  and 
hearing,  ve^cd  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day,  with 
their  ufilazuful  deeds ^  2  Pet.  ii.  8.  ^4n  unjujl  man  is  an  a- 

lominatlon 
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bomination  to  the  jujl ;  and  he  that  is  upright  in  the  zvay^ 
is  an  abomination  to  the  wicked,  Prov.  xxlx.  27.  Tiie  god- 
ly hate  their  ways,  not  their  perfons  :  we  are  obliged 
to  love  your  perfons,  but  to  hate  your  vices,  Pfal. 
cxxxix.  21,  22.  They  cannot  but  be  as  figns  and  won- 
ders to  the  wicked,  efpecially  when  they  hate  that  which 
they  love,  and  love  that  which  they  hate.  Ana  the 
world  is  not  behind  with  them,  in  their  hatred  :  for,  as 
the  godly  hate  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked,  as  far  as 
he  is  godly  ;  fo  the  wicked  hate  the  godly,  and  their 
godlinefs  both  ;  The  carnal  mind  of  them  is  enmity  againjl 
God :  and  the  heart  being  full  of  enmity,  out  of  the  a- 
bundance  of  the  heart  the  month  fpeaketh^  and  fpeaketh 
reproachfully.  The  very  root  of  all  this  oppofitlon,  is 
the  enmity  that  is  put  between  the  feed  of  the  woman^ 
and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent. 

4.  They  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in  Ifrael,  and 
in  the  world,  becaufe  they  reprove  the  worlds  an  J  do 
what  they  can  to  caufe  them  leave  their  carnal  joy,  their 
darling  pleafures,  and  fmful  delights,  of  which  theyard 
fo  fond. — The  children  of  God  are  the  lights  of  the  worlds 
Phil,  ii."  15.  That  ye  may  be  hlamelefs  and  har?idefs^  the 
Jons  of  God  without  rebuke^  in  the  midjl  of  a  crooked  and 
perverfe generation^  among  zahom  ye  flime  as  lights  in  the 
world,  Nov/,  the  natural  man  loveth  not  to  come  to 
this  light ;  Every  one  that  doth  evil^  hateth  the  light ;  nei- 
ther Cometh  to  the  lights  left  his  deeds  fhoidd  be  reproved^ 
John  iii.  20.  They  will  not  come  near  the  godly,  fo  to 
fpeak  ;  they  will  not  fo  much  as  come  in  fpeaking  tc'^ias 
with  them,  upon  any  fpiritual  heavenly  difcourfe :  they 
love  not  to  talk  with  them,  otherwife  their  talk  would  re- 
prove theirs,  which  is  nothing  but  the  language  of  Aflidod : 
they  love  not  to  walk  or  converfe  with  them,  otherv/ife 
their  walk  and  converfation  would  reprove  and  condemn 
theirs  ;  and  hence  they  care  for  none  of  their  change  :  their 
company  is  but  a  burden  to  them ;  they  are  in  bondage 
when  they  are  obliged  to  be  in  their  company  any  time, 
efpecially  if  they  be  very  fpiritual  Chriftians:  the  more  Ijji- 
rituai  their  converfation  is,  the  more  hateful  it  is  to  the 
carnal  m.an. — The  godly  are  the  fait  of  the  earth,  to  keep 
the  world  from  ilinking;  this  fait  will  fmart  their 
V  o  L.  L  M  m  wounds 
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wounds  and  fores ;  and  they  cannot  endure  to  be  crof- 
led  :  hence  they  hate  them  that  rebuke  in  the  gate ^  and  they 
abhor  him  that  fpeaketh  uprightly,  Amos  v.  lo.  Reprove 
a  /corner,  and  he  zvill  hate  thee,  faith  Solomon,  Prov. 
ix.  8.  See  alfo  ver.  7.  He  that  reproveth  a  [corner,  get- 
teth  to  himfelf  fJjame :  and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man, 
(Teiteth  to  himfelf  a  blot.  Men  fpeak  againfl  rehgion,  be- 
caufe  it  fpeaks  againll  them.  Why  were  the  Pharifees 
fo  exafperated  againft  Chrifl,  but  becaufe  he  fpake  his 
parables  againfl  them  ?  John  vii.  7.  He  was  a  fign  e- 
every  where  fpoken  againft,  becaufe  his  dodrine  e- 
very  where  fpeaketh  againft  the  way  of  the  world :  and 
no  wonder  then  that  all  thefe  fpeak  againfl  it,  who 
hate  to  be  convinced  by  it,  and  fear  to  be  condemned 
by  it.  Why  are  faithful  minifters  fo  much  hated  in  the 
world,  but  becaufe  they  fliew  people  their  tranfgreffions, 
their  drunkcnnefs,  whoredom,  fwearing,  lying,  and 
Sabbath-breaking  ;  their  villainy,  knavery,  and  vice  ? 
Though  none  pretend  it  is  for  that  caufe  they  hate  them, 
but,  perhaps  fay,  it  is  for  fome  ill  thing  they  alledge  againft 
them  :  for  Satan  hides  his  calumny  and  cruelty  befl  un- 
der a  cloak  of  pretence  for  religion.  But,  however,  if 
they  would  flatter  men,  and  fpeak  peace  to  them,  to 
whom  God  fpeaks  no  peace,  they  might  avoid  a  great 
deal  of  reproach  and  cenfure  ;  but  they  dare  not  do  it : 
they  are  not  to  make  a  new  law,  or  a  new  gofpel,  but 
to  preach  that  which  is  made,  Jer.  xv.  19.  There  we 
have  the  miniflerial  commiflion  ;  Let  them  return  unto 
tbee^  hut  return  not  thou  unto  them.  The  hearts  and  lives 
of  men  mufl  be  brought  to  comply  with  the  word  of 
God  ;  for  the  word  of  God  can  never  be  made  to  com- 
ply with  the  humours  and  fancies  of  men  :  if  they  aim 
at  pleafmg  men,  they  cannot  approve  themfelves  the  fer- 
vants  of  Chrifl ;  and  therefore  they  are  reproached  and 
evil  fpoken  of. 

V.  The  fifth  things  was,  The  application  of  the  fub- 
]Q.di ;  which  we  Ihall  eilay  in  an  ufe  of  information, 
trial,  arxd  exhortation. 

The  frji  ufe  then  is  of  information.  Is  it  fo,  as  has 
been  faid,  7  hat  Chrift  and  his  people^  are  hated^  contemn- 
ed^ 


Christ  and  his  Folloivers,  275* 

edt  reproached,  and  wondered  at  by  the  world  f     Then 
hence  we  may  fee, 

I.  The  neceffity  of  the  day  of  judgment :  for,  if  the 
world  might  be  juciged  here,  the  beft  in  the  world 
would  be  run  dow^n  with  reproach  and  condemned ;  yea, 
hated  as  monfters.  But  what  a  wonder  of  divine  pati- 
ence is  it,  that  this  glorious  One,  who  hath  fo  much  faid 
-  againft  hi,m  and  his  followers,  while  he  and  his  children 
are  loaded  with  reproach,  doth  not  anfwer  all  thefe  re- 
proaches with  thunder  and  lightening  ?  Why,  it  is  a  day 
of  patience :  but  there  is  a  day  of  vengeance  coming, 
wherein  he  will  no  longer  keep  lilence,  Jude  ver.  14, 
15,  &c.  This  day  God  will  not  anticipate,  for  he  knows 
it  is  cojnhig^  Pfalm  xxxvii.  13. 

2.  Hence  fee  the  duty  of  all  that  hear  thefe  tidings  : 
the  duty  of  profefTors,  the  duty  of  profane  perfons,  and 
the   duty  of  faints. — See  the  duty  oi  profeffors^  to  be- 
ware that  they  be  not  2ifcandal  to  the  wicked,    i  Tim. 
V.  14.  Your  fcandalous  converfation  may  occafion  the  re- 
proaches^ that   are  cafl    upon  the  faints  by  the  wicked 
world :  for,  when  you  that  profefs  religion,  are  but  vain 
and  frothy  in  your  converfation,  double  and  deceitful  in 
your  dealings  loofe  and  untender  in  your  walk,  you  bring- 
up  an  ill  report  upon  religion,  and  make  enemies  think 
that  religion   is  but    a  Iham.— See  the  duty  q{  profane 
folk :  that  they  beware  of  reproaching  and   cojitemning 
religion,  and  religious  people,  upon  whatever  pretence. 
And  if  none  but  faints  Ihall  win  to  heaven,  what  will  be- 
come of  them  that  look  upon  fuch   as  monfters  !  ■  See 
alfo  the  duty  of  y2?/>2/j,  and  of  all  the  children  of  God 
that  are  reproached  :  they  are  not  to  account  it  2.ftrange 
thing  though  the  Vv^orld  look  upon   them   as  monfters  ; 
yea,  fo  blind  is  the  world,  that  they  may  reckon  you  the 
very  folk,  that  Ihould  be  banilhed  out  of  the  world.  Paul, 
before  his  converfion,  looked  upon  the  faints  as  worthy 
of  death  ;  A6ls  xxvi.  9,  10,  11.  I  verily  thought  ivith  my- 
felf  that  I  ou^ht  to  do  many  thin^j  contrary  to  the  name  of 
Jefus  :  which  thing  I  alfo  did  in  Jerufalem  ;  and  many 
of  the  faints  did  I  (hut  up  in  prifon^   havin'r   received  au- 
thority from  the  chief  priejls  ;  and   when   they  were  put 
to  death^  I  gave  my  voice  againft  them,   ^nd  I  puntfhed 

M  m  2  them 
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them  oft  in  every  fynagogue^  and  comfelled  them  to  hiaf 
pheme  ;  and  being  exceedingly  mad  agaiuft  them^  I  pe^fe- 
cuted  them  even  unto  flrange  cities.  Think  it  not  ftrange, 
that  the  world  fliould  condemn  you,  and  contemn  you; 
you  are  contemned  and  defpifed  with  good  company, 
even  with  the  befl  of  company,  with  Chrili:  himfelf : 
Beholdf  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  me 
are  for  figns  and  for  -wonders,  I  fear,  to  enlarge  on  this 
fubjed  were  to  purchafe  to  myfelf  more  of  that  re- 
proach ^. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  godly^  in  all  ages, 

have  been  pcrfecuted  and  barbaroujly  ufed  as  monftrous 

perfons,    and  religion  as  a  monftrous  opinion.     The 

Lord's  people  need  not  look  upon  it  is  a  rare  thing ; 

Think  it  not  Jlran^e  concerning  the  fiery  trials  zvhich  is  to 

try  yoUy  as  though  fume  flrange  thing  happened  unto  you, 

I  Pet.  iv.  12.     We  need  not  think  it  ftrange  if  religion 

itfelf  be  ridiculed  ;  Ipfa  religio  in  opprobriam  vertit,  faid 

Bernard.     Here  many  things  might  be  condefcended 

upon  for  the  illuftration  of  this  point ;  but  having  af- 

figned  a  variety  of  inftances  above,  on  the  fecond  head, 

concerning  Popery,  &c.  we  fliall  fupercede  any  further 

enlargement. 

4,  Hence  fee  what  reafon  the  godly  have  to  bear  re- 
proach and  contradidion  with  patience,  feeing  Chrift 
himfelf,  and  all  his  followers,  have  been  thus  treated. 
We  are  ready  to  reprefent  any  reproach  very  hainouily, 
faying,  l^e  do  zuell  to  be  angry  ;  //  is  not  a  thing  to  be 
endured :  yet,  O  how  much  doth  God  bear  with  the 
contempt  caft  upon  his  name !  How  much  doth  Chrift 
bear  with  the  reproach  caft  upon  his  name  !  And  furely 
this  fliould  moderate  our  refentment  of  any  indignity 
done  to  our  name.  This  doth  not  hinder  our  taking  all 
proper  methods,  for  vindicating  our  own  reputation, 
and  good  name,  which  is  as  precious  ointment :  but  only 
it  fliould  mitigate  our  refentment ;    for,    who  are  we 

*  Ahout  tlie  time  when  this  fermon  was  preached,  there  were  mighty  alter- 
CAtions  amongrt  both  miaiftcrs  and  people  abcut  the  Marrow  Dodrine  ;  our 
Author,  being  a  favourt;r  of  tlist  (h)d:r!nc,  got  his  owa  fliare  of  tht  contumely 
ziM  clMu(]uy  of  ihci'c  Linicb.     £cc  p.  238. 

that 


Christ  and  his  Followers.  277 

that  we  fhould  not  be  contradided,  feeing  Chrifl  himfelf 
endured  the  contradidion  of  /inner  s  againjl  himfelf? 

5.  Hence  fee  what  a  wonder  of  divine  power  it  is, 
that  true  Chrifiianity  and  its  followers  have  been  kept  up, 
and  maintained,  and  preferved  in  the  world,  notwith- 
flanding  of  the  univerfal  contradiction  and  oppohtion  it 
hath  met  with.  The  plantation  of  the  gofpel-church, 
at  firil,  was  oppofed  by  all  the  powers  of  darknefs ;  and 
in  all  ages  it  hath  met  with  fuch  oppofition,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  of  God,  it  had  come  to  nought :  This  is 
the  doing  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  is  mar-vellous  in  our  eyes. 
That  a  profeflion,  fo  oppoiite  to  the  carnal  thoughts, 
and  fenfual  delights  of  men,  fhould  be  yet  preferved  in 
the  world,  is  a  wonder,  feeing  it  is  every  where  fpoken 
againft,  reproached,  and  reviled,  and  yet  ftrangely  vic- 
torious, not  only  without,  but  againft  fecular  power 
and  force,  for  fome  ages.  Here  is  the  buff:)  burningy 
and  yet  not  confumed, 

Mahomet's  delufions  could  never  prevail  in  the  world, 
till,  getting  the  power  of  the  fword,  he  difcharged,  up- 
on pain  of  death,  fpeaking  againft  him  or  his  dodrine; 
and  by  fuch  barbarous  methods  it  hath  been  fupported 
now,  above  thefe  thoufand  years. — Thus  antichrift  alfo 
had  maintained  his  intereft,  by  caufng  as  many  as  woidd 
not  worjhip  the  image  of  the  beaft^  to  be  killed^  Rev.  xiii.  1 5. 
Thus  have  errors  and  falfe  religion  been  propogated : 
but  ft  rip  them  of  thefe  fupports,  and  they  fall  to  nothing 
of  courfe.     Where  is  all  the  fplendor  of  the  heathen 
deities  and  idolatries  ?  Are  not  their  oracles  filent,  their 
altars  deierted,  their  gods  famillied  and  perifhed  from 
the  earth  ?  We  may  not  only  fay,  Where  are  the  gods  of 
Hamath  and  Arphad  f  Where  are  the  gods  of  Sephar-vaijUj 
Henay  and  Ivah  f  But,   where  are  the  gods  of  Babylon 
and    Egypt,    Greece    and   Rome ;    and  the    illuftrious 
names  of  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Juno,  and  Diana,  &c.  Where 
are  the  gods  of  our  Britifh  anceftors,    before  they  re- 
ceived the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  ?  Their  names  are 
written  in  the  duft.     But,  behold !  Chrift  and  his  glo- 
rious doctrine  ftill  flourilh,  in  fome  place  of  the  world, 
to  this  day ;  though,  for  many  ages  deftitute  of  all  fe- 
cular fupport,  and  affaulted  on  all  hands,  by  daring  and 

implac- 
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implacable  enemies,  yet  flill  it  is  upheld  by  its  own  in- 
trinfic  truth  and  excellence,  and  that  divine  power  that 
accompanied  it :  yea,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  the  Cap- 
taifi  of  falvation  will  ride  forth,  in  the  chariot  of  this 
gofpcl,  with  his  crown  upon  his  head,  and  his  bow  in 
his  hand,  conquering  and  to  conquer, 

6.  Hence  fee  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  thofe,  that 
reproach  the  way  of  the  Lord,  who  fpeak  againfl  Chrifl 
and  his  holy  religion,   as  monftrous :  furely  we  fhould 
lament  their  cafe,  becaufe  of  the  difhonour  hereby  done 
to  the  name  of  God  and  Chrifl.     How  fliould  it  afFed 
us,  that  the  God  that  made  the  world  fhould  be  fo  viU- 
iied  in  the  world  !  That  Chrifl,  who  fo  loved  the  world, 
ihould  be  hated  by  the  world  !  What  fhould  we  do  with 
the  reproach  cafl  upon  him  and  his  followers,  but  as 
king  Hezekiah  did  with  Rabfhakeh's  blafphemous  letter ; 
He  fpread  it  before  the  Lord^  faying,  Now^  Lord  ;  what 
lailt  thou  do  for  thy  own  7iame  f  and  with  the  pfalmifl ; 
0  God  !  how  long  jhall  the  adverfary  reproach^  and  ene- 
mies  blafpheme  thy  name^  for  ever  f  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  10,  1 8,  22. 
What  a  mifcrable  condition  are  they  in,  who  thus  pre- 
fumptuoufly  reproach  the  way  of  the  Lord  ?    Though 
they  mxay  do  it  with  an  air  of  affurance,  as  if  there  was 
no  hazard ;  yet,  he  that  rolls  this  flone,  it  will  certain- 
ly return  upon  him :   Zion  will  be  a  burdenfome  flone 
to  her  enemies  ;  and  on  whomfoever  this  flone  falls,  it 
will  grind  them  to  powder.     How  little  do  reproachers 
confider  w^hat  mifchief  they  do  to  the  fouls  of  others  ? 
Unwary  fouls  are  ealily  beguiled,  and  brought  over  to 
entertain  rooted  prejudices  againfl  that  which  they  hear 
every  where  fpoken  againfl  and  reproached.     Few  have 
confideratlon  and  refolution  enough  to  maintain  a  good 
opinion  of  that,  which  they,  who  fet  up  for  wits,  make 
it  their  bufinefs  to  ridicule  and  cry  down.     Many  poor 
fouls  have  their  minds  quite  debauched,  by  thefc  means : 
and,    under  a  pretence  of  free  thought,   a  fafliionable 
converfation,  and  a  generous  difdain  of  profefTmg  fm- 
gulariry,  atheiflical  and  deiilical  principles  are  imbibed, 
reflraints  of  confcience  are  fhaken  off,  bruitifli  lufls  are 
indulged,  yea,  pleaded  for ;  and  ferious  godhnefs,  and 
fervent  devotion,  looked  upon  with  contempt  5  and  thus 
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the  heart  impregnably  fortified  agalnfl  Chrifl  and  the 
gofpeL 

Again,  This  do£lrine  may  be  improven  by  way  of 
trial.  People  may  try  their  ftate  by  this  doclrine. 
Though  every  mark  of  reproach  be  not  a  mark  of  grace ; 
for,  fome  may  be  juflly  fpoken  of,  and  yet  be  gracious 
perfons  ;  and  others  may  be  unjuflly  reproached,  and 
yet  be  gracelefs  perfons :  yet  there  are  fome  things  where- 
by we  may  try,  if  we  be  reproached,  whether  the  re- 
proaches call  upon  us  meet  with  fuch  reception  from  us, 
as  to  determinate  our  being  the  children  of  Chrifl,  that 
are  bearing  his  reproach  with  him.  I  may  apply  to  this 
what  the  apoflle  fays  of  chaftifement,  Heb.  xii.  8.  If 
ye  be  without  chaftifement-^  then  are  ye  bajlards^  and  not 
Jons  :  and  yet  chaftifement  of  itfelf,  as  an  affliction,  is 
no  mark  of  fonfliip,  if  it  be  not  fand:ified :  even  fo  here, 
if  ye  be  without  reproach,  then  are  ye  baftards,  and  not 
children  ;  and  yet  reproach  of  itfelf  is  no  mark  of  being 
children,  if  it  be  not  accompanied  with  faving  good,  and 
if  it  be  not  fan(3:ified. 

Quest.  Hozv  Jhall  we  know  if  we  get  any  fav'im 
good,  out  of  reproach f  fuch  as  will  d'tfcover  us  to  be 
children  f  Behold,  I  and  my  children  are  for  figns  and 
wonders. 

I.  It  is  a  mark  of  one's  getting  faving  good  out  of 
reproach,  if  he  receive  them  with  the  fame  mind  and 
fpirit^  with  which  Chrifl  received  them.  How  did 
Chrifl  receive  them  ?  Why,  he  received  them  as  out  of 
his  Father* s  hand,  Pveproach  was  a  part  of  his  bitter 
cup  ;  Now^  fays  Chrifh,  the  cup  which  my  Father  qiveth 
me  to  dri.tky  fJnill  I  not  drink  it?  Sj,  the  child  of  God 
looks  upon  reproach,  as  coming  from  the  hand  of  God : 
though  he  fees  the  fmful  hand  of  man,  yet  he  fees  the 
holy  hand  of  providence  ;  this  is  obferved  in  the  text : 
We  are  for  ft^ns  and  wonders,  from  the  Lord  of  hojls^ 
that  dzvelleth  in  mount  Zion :  we  fee  the  hand  of  our 
God.  Thus  David  ;  God  hath  bidden  Shemie  curfe  Da- 
w^.— Again,  Chrifl  received  reproach  with  meeknefs  ; 
for.  He  was  meek  and  lowly  ;  when  he  was  reviled,  he 
reviled  not  again ^  when  he  fnff'ered,  he  threatened  not : 

yea. 
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yea,  he  was  fo  far  from  reviling  again,  that  he  prayed 
for  forgivenefs  to  his  reproachers,  Luke  xxiii.  46. 
Something  of  the  fame  fpirit  will  be  in  us,  if  reproach 

do  us  real  good. He  received  them  fubmijjively  ; 

He  committed  himfelf  to  him  that  judgeth  righteonjly^ 
1  Pet.  ii.  23.  So  will  we  be  fubmiffive  to  God's  pro- 
vidential aftlii^ing  will,  and  thereby  be  more  humbled. 

2.  It  is  a  fign  of  one's  getting  faving  good  of  re- 
proaches, if  thereby  they  are  brought  to  examine  them- 
fehes^  if  they  have  given  juft  occafion  for  reproach :. 
and  though  they  find  they  have  given  no  jull:  occafion 
before  men,  yet  are  they  made  to  fearch  their  own  fouls, 
to  fee  and  lament  the  fm  that  hath  provoked  God  to 
afBid  them  with  the  fcourge  of  tongues  ;  and  thereup- 
on are  made  to  pray,  with  Job,  Shew  me  wherefore  thou 
contendeji  with  7ne^  Job  x.  2.  And,  withal  being  thank- 
ful to  God,  afcribing  it  only  to  his  grace,  that  they 
have  been  kept  from  giving  any  jull  occafion  for  fuch 
an  afperfion. 

3.  It  is  a  mark  of  one's  getting  good  of  reproach,  if 
reproaches  have  come  while  v/e  were  in  a  courfe  of  back- 

Jliding^  and  they  have  been  the  means  of  recovering  us ; 
whence  we  are  made  to  blefs  the  Lord  that  he  hath  fent 
them,  to  put  a  flop  to  our  defeclioiv  This  is  an  evi- 
dence of  our  getting  good  by  reproach,  as  David  faid 
of  aflii^ion  :  //  is  good  for  me^  that  I  was  affliSied ;  be- 
fore I  was  afJiBed,  I  went  aflray^  but  now  I  have  kept 
thy  wordy  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  And  that  reproach  was  a  part 
of  his  atHidion,  is  evident  from  ver.  69.  "The  proud  have 
forged  a  lye  againfl  me, 

4.  It  is  an  evidence  of  one's  getting  good  of  reproach, 
when  a  pcrfon  is,  in  a  fpiritual  manner,  fuitably  affecied^ 
according  to  the  rife  of  the  reproach. — If  it  arife  from 
our  fin^  fo  that  we  have  given  occafion  for  the  reproach, 
fo  as  God  is  diflionoured :  if  in  that  cafe  the  foul  be 
more  grieved  for  the  didionour  done  to  God,  than  for 
any  thing  relative  to  his  own  particular  interefl ;  this  is 
an  evidence  of  his  getting  good  thereby,  why,  the  man 
in  this  cafe  lays  his  own  honour  in  the  duft,  and  grieves 
for  the  diihonour  done  to  God. — If  the  rife  of  the  re- 
proach be  from  our  duty^    and  thereupon  the  foul  be 

more 
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more  confirmed  in  the  way  of  duty,  as  thofe,  Neh.  v.  8. 
Ought  we  not  to  zualk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord^  hecaufe  of 
the  reproach  of  the  brethren  f  And  as  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  69. 
"J^he  proud  have  forged  a  lye  aga'infl  me :  hut  I  will  keep 
thy  precepts  with  wy  whole  heart.  When  a  man,  inllcad 
of  being  deferted  from  a  duty,  by  reproach  cafl  upon 
him,  is  more  confirmed,  and  made  more  circumfped, 
,in  the  way  of  duty,  than  ever. — If  the  reproach  hath 
rifen  from  our  'z.eal  for  the  concerns  of  Chrifl  and  his 
intereft ;  and  thereupon,  the  man  hath  been  made  to 
count  it  his  glory,  Efeeming  the  reproach  of  Chrifl  great- 
er riches  than  the  treafures  of  Egypt :  and  the  man  is 
more  grieved  for  the  afperfions  cafl  upon  Chrifl:,  than 
what  concerneth  himfeif,  faying,  as  PfaL  Ixix.  9.  The 
zeal  of  thine  houfe.  hath  e'alen  we  up  ;  and  the  reproaches 
oj  them  that  reproach  thee^  are  fallen  upon  me, — Thefe  are 
evidences  of  reproach  doing  good  to  a  man :  when 
thereby,  alfo,  he  is  made  to  long  for  the  day  of  the 
manifejiation  of  the  fom  of  God  ;  when  our  reputation  will 
be  cleared  up,  and  afperfions  cafl  upon  us  wipt  away. 
Thus  much  for  marks  in  order  to  trial. 

Again,  The  doftrine  may  be  applied  for  exhortation* 
Having  no  time  for  addrefFmg  myfelf  to  particular  forts 
of  perfons,  I  fliail  offer  thefe  following  advices^  and  drop 
them  in  the  general. 

Advice  I.  Let  all  profefTors  of  religion  take  care,  that 
they  give  no  occafion  to  any  to  look  upon  them  and  their 
religion  too  as  monflrous.  Some  that  wear  Chrifi's  li- 
very may  be  taxed,  as  a  fcandal  to  his  family,  by  their 
lying,  cheating,  drunkennefs,  whoredom,  and  other 
vices  :  though  it  is  unjufi  and  unfair  to  reproach  religi- 
on, becaufe  fome  who  profefs  it  expofe  themfelvesto 
reproach  ;  yet,  it  is  no  doubt  a  grievous  fm  in  thofe 
who  give  any  occafion  to  do  ib,  i  Tim.  v.  14.  We 
fliould  pray  with  David,  Lead  me  in  a  plain  path^  hc^ 
caufe  of  mine  enemies ;  in  the  Hebrew  it  is,  bccatfe  cf 
?nine  observers.  Our  enemies  are  our  obfervers  ;  and 
though  no  fmful  pradice  is  confiflent  with  religion,  yet 
enemies  will  think,  and  fay  fo,  if  they  find  us  making 
it  confiflent  with  the  profeflion  of  religion. 

Vol.  L  '     N  n  Advice  2. 
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Advice  2.  If  the  world  be  fet  upon  fpeaking  reproach- 
fully of  religion,  let  us  be  the  more  engaged  to  fpeak 
favourably  oi  it.  Every  believer  fhould  be  both  a  witnefs 
and  an  advocate  for  his  religion,  and  for  the  truth. 
When  you  hear  how  God's  name  is  abufed,  his  peo- 
ple reproached,  his  truth  contradicted,  have  you  never 
a  word  to  fay  for  him  ?  Whoever  is  afliamed  of  him 
now,  of  him  will  he  be  afliamed  when  he  comes  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father.  If  we  hear  our  deareft  friends  in 
the  world  flandered,  we  will  be  ready  to  appear  for  their 
vindication :  and  have  we  no  refentment  of  the  con- 
tumely and  contempt  call  upon  God,  and  Chrift,  and 
the  fcriptures  of  truth  ?  If  we  fear  we  are  not  able  to 
fpeak  for  the  truth,  as  we  ought,  we  may  take  en- 
couragement from  that  promife,  It  Jhall  be  given  you  in 
the  fame  hour,  zuh  at  ye  Jhall  fpeak.  Out  of  the  mouth  of 
babes  and  fucklin^s  he  can  ordain  flrength  ;  and  fo,  ftill 
the  advcrfary  and  avenger. 

Advice  3.  Reckon  the  godly  to  be  the  excellent  ones  of 
the  earthy  however  contemptible  and  hateful  the  world 
judge  them  to  be.  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than 
his  neighbour,  however  reproached  ;  and  it  is  the  wick- 
ed that  are  the  monliers.  Let  none  think  the  worfe  of 
the  way  of  rehgion  and  godlinefs  ;  neither  be  frighted 
from  walking  in  that  way,  becaufe  of  the  contempt 
poured  upon  it. — C'onfider  ivho  the  reproachers  are  ; 
generally  men  of  debauched  confciences,  and  profligate 
lives :  if  you  choofe  fuch  for  your  leaders,  then  the 
blind  leads  the  blind  ^  and  both  will  fall  into  the  ditch. — 
Confider  how  trifing  their  reproaches  are:  they  that 
fpeak  againfl:  religion,  they  make  lies  their  refuge^  and 
tinder  falfhood  they  hide  themf elves. — Confider  how  much 
is  to  be  faid  in  favours  of  the  7ood  old  wa\\  w^hoever 
tney  be  that  reproach  it :  Wifdom's  ways  arepleafa7itnefs^ 
and  all  her  paths  peace,--  All  the  wealth  and  pleafure  of 
the  world  is  not  worth  an  hour's  communion  with  God 
in  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  believing  the  gofpel,  and  em- 
bracing the  truth. —  Confider,  that  however  the  godly 
may  be  run  down,  they  fhall  be  raifed  up  ;  for  the  re- 
proaclung  of  rhem  is  the  reproaching  of  Chrift  and  his 
religion :  though  none  pretend  it  is  religion  tliey  reproach, 

but 
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but  only  fuch  and  fuch  profeflbrs  of  religion  ;  yet  Chrift 
reckons  himfelf  concerned  in  the  quarrel.  If  his  people 
be  perfecuted  with  tongues  or  hands,  it  is  a  perfecution 
of  Chrift;  Saul^  Saul;  why  perfecuteji  thou  me  f .  And. 
iurely  Chrift  will  be  too  hard  for  his  enemies :  he  will 
concern  himfelf  in  the  caufe  of  his  friends  and  children ; 
and  therefore,  he  and  his  people,  and  his  caufe  and 
truths,  will  fuccefsfuily  prevail,  and  have  the  afcendant, 
ere  all  be  done,  let  the  world  do  and  fay  what  they 
will. 

Advice  4.  Beware  of  reproaching  your  neighbour  in 
any  cafe,  left  you  come  to  be  amonglt  the  reproachers 
of  Chrift  and  his  children  :  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another^ 
faith  the  apoftle. 

(i.)  God  difcharges  this  pra£llce  ;  Thou  (halt  not  raife 
a  falfe  report :  put  not  thine  hand  with  the  zuicked  to  be  an 
unrighteous  zuitnefs^  Exod.  xxiii.  i.  Thou  Jloait  not  raise 
a  falfe  report ;  it  may  be  rendered,  Thou  Jlmlt  not  re- 
ceive a  falfe  report :  and  it  fays,  that  raifing^  or  receiv- 
ings of  falfe  reports,  are  equally  difcharged. 

(2.)  God  obferves  this  bad  carriage,  in  a  fpecial  man- 
ner ;  I. have  heard  the  reproach  of  JVLoaby  and  the  reviling 
of  the  children  of  ^7nmon,  how  they  have  reproached  my 
people,  Zeph.  ii.  8. 

(3.)  God  threatens  fuch  as  are  chargeable  with  this 
impiety,  in  the  fame  place  ;  As  1  live,  faith  the  God  of 
Ifraely  Mo  ah  [hall  be  as  Sgdom^  and  ^mmon  as  Gomorrah  ; 
this  fhall  they  have  for  their  pride ^  becaufe  they  have  re- 
proached and  magnified  themfelves  again  ft  the  people  of  the 
Lordof  hojls^  Zeph.  ii.  9,  10.  Whatfloall  be  given  to  thee  f 
or  ivhat  fhall  be  done  to  thee,  thou  falje  tonaue  f  Sharp  ar- 
rows of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of  juniper  ^  Pfal.  cxx.  3,  4. 
(4.)  The  fcripture  ftiews  this  to  be  the  ordinary  p^^ac 
tice  of  the  wicked,  and  of  the  devil's  children.  Chrift 
fays  to  his  reproachers,  Te  are  of  ynir  father  the  devil, 
for  his  works  ye  do^  John  viii.  44. 

(5.)  Yea,  revilers  are  put  among  the  number  of  fuch, 
as  fh-^U  be  excommunicate  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  ; 
Know  ye  not  that  the  unrighteous  fhall  not  inherit  the  king^- 
dom  of  God :  be  not  deceived^  neither  fornicators^  nor  idola- 
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ters,  nor  adulterers,- — nor  revilers — -Jhall  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God^   I  Cor.  vi.  9,  10. 

(6.)  Bonds  of  humanity  fhould  oblige  us  to  take 
care  of  reproaching  one  another  ;  the  bonds  of  mutual 
obligation,  fraternity,  neighbourhood,  and  brotherhood : 
the  breaking  of  thefe  bonds  was  what  imbittered  the  re- 
proach of  David  ;  Pfal.  Iv.  12,  13,  14.  //  was  not  an  e- 
nemy  that  reproached  me,  elfe  I  had  born  it,  &c. ;  but  it 
luas  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal^  my  ^uide,  and  mine  acquain- 
tance :  we  took  five et  counfd  together^  and  went  to  the  houfe 
of  God  in  company. 

In  order  to  fliun  this  great  evil,  obferve  your  hearty 
for  that  is  the  fountain  from  Ni^\<:kifalfe  witnejfcs^  and 
all  blafpheniies  proceed^  Matth.  xv.  16, — Seek  to  have  the 
heart  freighted  with  love  to  God  and  man  :  I  ove  ihinkcth 
no  evil.,  and  fpeaketh  as  little. — Beware  of  giving  credit 
too  haftily  to  any  ill  report,  concerning  your  neighbour: 
it  is  God's  command,  as  I  in  (lanced  already,  Receive 
Tiot  a  falfe  report. — If  you  would  not  be  a  reproacher, 
beware  of  idlenefs  ;  that  is  the  root  of  much  reproach  :  ^ 
^Ihey  learn  to  be  idle,  wandering  about fro?n  houfe  to  houfe  : 
and  not  only  idle,  but  tattlers  alfo,  a?7d  hufy  bodies,  [peak- 
ing  things  which  they  ought  not,   i  Tim.  v.  13.     If  you 
%vould  not  be  a  reproacher,  beware  oi  pride  ^x\&  f elf  love  ; 
this  ftirs  up  to  reproachful  language;  fuch  was  that  of 
S'anballet ,  Neh.  iv.  2,  3,  4.  What  do  thefe  feeble  Jews  f 
will  they  fortify  themfehes  f  will  they  jacrifice  ?  zuill  they 
7-nake  an  end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive  the  ftones  out  of 
the  heaps  of  the  rubbifo  which  are  burnt  f  Nozu,  Tobiah 
the  Ammonite  was  by  him,  and  he  faid,^  Even  that  which 
they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  /hall  even  break  down  their 
fione  wall.  Hear,  O  our  God,  for  we  are  defpifed :  and  turn 
their  reproach  upon  their  own  head,  and  give  them  for  a 
prey  in  the  land  of  captivity.  As  of  pride  cometh  conten- 
tention ;  fo  of  pride  cometh  reproach,  while  a  man  can- 
not endure  that  others  Ihould   be  above  him.— If  you 
would  not  be  a  reproacher,  bev/are  of  being  a  neglecler 
of  prayer  ;  if  we  be  reproached,  we  are  not  to  reproach 
again,  but  to  make  the  reproach  cafl:  upon  us  to  be  an 
errand  to  God,  that  our  fpirits  be  not  exafperate ;  this 
was  the  method  that  Nehemiah  took,  chap,  iv.  4.    And 
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David,  Pfal.  Iv.  1 6.  after  he  had  confidered  Ahitophel's 
reproaches  ;   But  as  for  me^  faith  he,  I  will  call  upon  God, 
— In  a  word,  if  you  would  be  no  reproacher,   beware 
of  hypocrlfy^  and  hunting  after  the  pralfcs  of  men^  like 
the  Pharifees :  fuch   w^iil   be   carelefs  how  much  their 
neighbour  be  reproached,  providing  they  be  applaud- 
ed :  they  all  take  meafures  and  methods  for  raihnfj  up 
, their  own  name,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  reputation  of 
their  neighbour.    But  if  any,  under  a  cloak  of  relioion 
or  pretence  offlriftnefs,  ftudy  to  make  others  contempti- 
ble, and  themfelves  famous,  they  take  but  a  method  to 
make  their  own  name  to  (link :  Th.yfay^  Stand  by^  for 
I  am  holier  than  thou  ;  thcfe  are  afmoke  in  my  nofe^  afire 
that  hurneth  all  the  day^  Ifa.  Ixv.  5. 

Advice  5.  To  thofe  that  are  reproached  for  Chrifl- 
that  they  would  bear  reproach  for  him  :  it  is  the  exprefs 
command  of  God,  Heb.  xiii.  13.  Let  us  go  forth  to  him 
without   the   camp,    beariiig   his  reproach.     Ifa.  li.  7    g 
Fear  not  the  reproach  of  men  ;  neither  he  afraid  of  their 
reviiings :  for  the  moth  fJoall  eat  them  up  like  a  garment 
and  the  worm  pall  eat  them  like  zvooL     Chrifl  bore  many 
a  reproach  for  us  ;   and  iliall  we  not  bear  a  reproach  for 
him  ?  If  they  called  the  mafler  of  the  hoife  Beelzebub,  hoiv 
much  more  fhall  they  call  them  of  his  houjholdf  Saints    in 
all  ages,    have  been  inured  to  this  crofs :  For  thy  fake 
have  I  born  reproach,  Pfal.  Ixix.  7.     The  Old-Teftament 
faints  mentioned,  Heb.  xi.  had  the  trial  of  cruel  mock- 
ings.     But  there  is  a  bleffing  even  in  this  part  of  the 
crofs  :   Bleffed  are  ye  vjhen  men  fhall  revile  you,  and  per- 
fecute  you,    and  floall  fay  all  manner  of  evil  a^ainfi  you 
falfely,for  my  name'' s  fake,  Matth.xv.  1 1.  And  i  Pet.  iv.  14. 
If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  naine  of  Chrifl,    happy  are  ye  • 
for  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refleth  upon  you  :  vea' 
it  tends  to  the  glory  of  God  ;    for  it  follows,   On  their 
part  he  is  evil  fpoken  of,  but  on  your  part  be  is  glorified. 
There  is  a  day  coming,  wherein  fnch  as  bear  reproach 
for  Chrifl,    Ihall  be  openly  vindicated  and  owned  by 
him :   Wbofoever  Jhall  confifs  me  before  men,    him  will  I 
confefs   before  my  Father  which   is  in  heaven;    that  is 
whatever  affronts  they  meet  with  from  men,  for  owning-  of 
my  gofpel,  there  is  a  day  coming  wherein  I  will  openly 
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vindicate  them  from  fuch  malicious  reproaches.     Re- 

proachers  at  that  day  will  be  obliged  to  account  for  all 

their  hard  fpeeches^   i  Pet.  iv.  3,  4.  Jude  ver.   14,  15. 

Reproaches   for   Chrift  betokens    a  good    condition  ; 

Blcffcd  are  ye  when  men  Jhall  hate  you,    and  when  they 

JJjall  feparate  you  from  their  company,  and  jhall  reproach 

■  you,  and  cafl  out  your  name  as  evil,  for  the  Son  of  man's 

fake.    Rejoice  ye  in  that  day,  and  leap  for  joy  :  for  behold, 

your  reward  is  great  tn  heaven  ;  for  in  the  like  manner 

did  their  fathers  unto  the  prophets,    Luke  vi.   22,  23. 

Whereas  it  is  no  good  fign  when  all  men  fpeak  well  of 

us  ••  Vv^o  unto  you  when  all  men  fh  all  fpeak  well  of  you  :  for 

Co  did  their  Fathers  to  the  falfe  prophets^  ver.  26.     The 

people  of  God  are,  for  the  moft  part,  in  a  more  lively 

exercife  of  grace,  when  under  reproach,  than  at  other 

tlines  ;  /  take  pleafure  in  infimities,  reproaches,  perfecu- 

tious,    and  diflreffes^  for  ChrifTs  fake ;  for  when  I  am 

weak,  'then  am  I  frong,    i  Cor.  xii.    10.     We  are  pil- 

{rrims  here,  in  a  flrange  land,  in  our  enemies  land,  and 

are  not  to  (lay  ;  therefore  we  fliould  bear  reproach  for 

Chriil :  Let  us  bear  his  reproach  ;  for  here  we  have  no 

contimdng  city.,  but  zvefee  one  to  come.,  Heb.  xiii.  13,  14. 

Chrifc  haih  forewarned  us  of  reproaches  for  his  name  ; 

Keinciv.her  the  word  that  I  faid  to  you.,    The  fervant  is 

not  or  eater  than  his  Lord ;    if  they  have  perjecuted  me, 

they  will  alfo  perfecute  you,  John  xv.  20. — Upon  thefe 

confiderations,  we  Ihould  bear  reproach  for  Chrifl  when 

called  thereto. 

QiJEST.  What  help.,  in  order  to  hear  reproach  for  Chrijly 
will  you  offer  us  f 

Answ7  a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chriit, 
mufl  be  a  Chrijllan  indeed,  a  believer  indeed ;  other- 
wife  he  will  never  bear  his  reproach  aright.  It  is  he 
and  the  children  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  him,  that 
are  figns  and  wonders :  if  you  be  not  amongfl  his  child- 
ren, you  cannot  be  a  zealous  fufl'erer  for  him. — Yea, 
a  man  that  would  bear  reproach  for  Chrifl,  needs  to  be, 
not  only  a  believer,  but  2ifirong  believer,  having  much 
Chriftian  courage,  that  he  may  bear  an  hlfs,  as  well  as 
a  hymn  ;  I  mean,  a  hlfs  of  reproach  and  difdain,  as  well 
as  a  hymn  of  applaufe  and  commendation  ;  to  bear  this, 

requires 
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requires  the  armour  of  patience  and  fpiritual  courage, 
for  marching  through  the  world's  contempt  and  hazard, 
being  looked  upon  as  a  monfler,  and  made  the  fcorn  of 
fools  :  and  all  this  requires  the  ftrength  of  faith  ;  Look- 
ing^ unto  JefuSy  the  author  and  fintfher  of  jaith  ;  who  for 
the  joy  that  was  jet  before  him,  endured  the  crofs,  defpifed 
the  fhame,  and  is  fet  down  at  the  right-hand  of  the  throne 

,ofGod,  Heb.  xii.  1,  And,  in  the  following  words,  we 
are  called  to  confider  him  who  endured  fuch  contradiBion 
of  finners  againfl  himfelf  left  we  he  ivearied  and  faint  in 
our  minds  ;  for  %ve  have  not  yet  reftfted  unto  blood,  ft  riv- 
ing againft  fin. — It  requires  much  %eal  for  God  and  love 
to  him.  Alas  !  who  can  fay,  Vde  zeal  of  thine  houje  hath 
eaten  me  up  f — It  requires  a  good  caufe^  and  a  good  con- 

fcience  :  if  a  man  be  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  goodnefs  of 
the  caufe,  it  will  help  him  to  bear  reproach  ;  while  he 
doth  not  fuffer  as  an  evil  doer,  though  he  be  reproach- 
ed as  fuch :  and  a  good  confcience  is  an  encouraging 
thing  in  this  warfare  ;  alfo,  having  a  good  confcience,  that 
whereas  they  fpeak  evil  of  you^  as  oj  evil  doers,  they  may 
he  afhamed  that  falfly  acciife  your  good  converjation  in 
Chrijl^  I  Pet.  iii.  16.  iv.  15. — In  a  word,  it  requires 
conilant  dependence  upon  the  Captain  of  falvation,  who 
was  made  perfeB  through  fiifferings. 

Finally^  Let  us  all  confider  and  remember,  that  the 
caufe  of  Chrifl  will  be  a  prevailing  caufe  in  the  ilTue, 
however  it  be  reproached  in  the  world.  There  is  a 
fchifm,  a  rent,  and  divifion  in  the  world.  Sirs,  ever 
fmce  the  fall  of  Adam ;  a  battle  between  the  feed  of 
the  v/oman  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent ;  between  Mi- 
chael and  his  angels,  and  the  dragon  and  his  angels : 
but  Michael  and  his  angels,  Chriit  and  his  children, 
Vvill  carry  the  day ;  and  contradicted  truths  will  be  ef- 
fed:ually  cleared  and  vindicated ;  if  never  fully  here, 
3^et  the  day  of  the  Lord  will  be  the  valley  of  decifion, 
when  the  great  caufe  of  true  religion  will  be  decided, 
and  the  ferpent's  head  broken  fo,  as  he  fliail  never  hifs 
nor  fpit  his  venom  any  more. 

It  is  now  a  day  of  reproach.^  a  day  to  be  lamented, 
for  the  bitter  calumny  that  takes  place  therein  :  yea,  I 
may  call  heaven  and  earth  to  v/itnefs,  whether  ever  gof- 
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pel  preachers  and  profeflbrs  fuffered  a  hotter  perfecuti- 
of  the  tonp-ue,  than  in  this  apoftate  age,  wherein,  if 
fome  miniilers  fall  foul  upon  the  fins  and  errors  of  the 
times,  the  very  naming  thereof  is  enough  to  oflcnd, 
thouf»-h  yet  the  nation  be  fmking  under  the  v/eight 
thereof.  Never  was  a  gofpel  minillry  more  contempt- 
ible than  in  our  day:  Satan  hath  ufed  many  inftru- 
ments,  and  moft  of  them  have  had  their  effed,  to  bring 
the  difpenfers  of  gofpel  ordinances  into  contempt :  and 
it  is  ftiil  more  lamentable,  that  many  have  had  a  hnful 
hand  in  bringing  their  own  minifiiry  under  a  reproach, 
and  laying  (lumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  gofpel,  and  marring  the  edification  of  fouls,  by  fad 
compliances  with  the  public  defections  of  the  day,  and 
errors  of  the  age. 

It  is  a  day  wherein  the  gofpel  of  Chrlft  is  contemned. 
The  time  has  been,  when  fome  have  thought  it  worth 
croiTmg  the  feas  to^enjoy  the  everlafling  gofpel :  but 
now,  that  it  is  become  fo  plenty  and  cheap,  many  are 
ioth  to  crofs  the  fhreets  to  hear  it  upon  a  week-day,  un- 
lefs  they  have  fome  other  errand,  perhaps  to  compli- 
ment a  neighbour  with  their  prefence,  at  a  baptifm  or 
a  marriage.  How  much  are  we  fouring  upon  the  gof- 
pel, and  loathing  the  hony-comb  ! 

It  is  alfo  a  day  wherein  fome  of  the  friends  of  Chrifl 
are  openly  bantered,  and  lampooned,  and  gazed  upon 
as  figns  and  wonders ;  and  wherein  many  f acred  truths 
are  publicly  defamed  and  ridiculed  ;  and  heart-enemies 
to  revealed  religion,  and  to  the  gofpel  in  its  purity,  in 
the  mean  time,  taking  occafion  utterly  to  run  down  the 
gofpel.  What  am  I  faying  !  In  the  name  of  the  great 
God,  I  defy  aU  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  to  run  it 
down :  they  may  fooner  run  down  the  flowing  tide,  or 
the  fun  rifmg  in  its  flrength,  than  run  down  the  lead  of 
the  dictates  of  eternal  truth  ;  Not  one  jot  or  title  thereof 
fjallfall  to  the  ground.  Dagon  (liall  fall  before  the  ark ; 
and  the  rod  of  Aaron  fhall  fwallow  up  the  rods  of  the 
magicians. 

It  is  likewife  a  day  wherein  providence  is  (haking  both 
church  and  fate  ;  and  particularly  the  ark  maiil  needs 
fliake,  when  they  who  carry  it  are  (Irickcn  at  vv^ith  axes 

and 
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and  hammers,  and  many  are  knocking  an  all  the  four 
corners  of  it  at  once,  namely,  the  dodrine,  worlhip, 
difcipline,  and  government,  to  get  it  broken  to  pieces, 
while  open  enemies,  (viz.  curled  Popery  and  abjured 
Prelacy)  are  making  inroads  upon  all  corners  of  the 
land,  in  the  public  view  of  the  church  :  fne,  in  the 
mean  time,  unthouglitful  of  her  danger,  feems  to  be 
doing  nothing,  but,  by  intefline  broils,  cutting  olF  her 
right-hand  with  her  left. 

In  a  word,  it  is  a  day  wherein  that  word  fcems  to 
be  made  out,  t\\?X  ilittxQ  JJ:)a!l  be  fcojf'ers^  walking  after 
their  own  lujh :  drunkards,  whoremongers,  atheiits, 
blafphemers,  debauchees,  and  profane  Icoffers  of  the 
age,  now  have  their  day  :  it  is  now  their  hour,  and  the 
power  of  darknefs..  This'is  matter  of  lamentation,  and 
deep  lamentation.  But,  however,  God  will  have  his 
day  ere  long ;  and  it  will  be  a  glorious  day  when  Chriit 
will  appear,  in  all  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  the  upper 
world,  to  the  everlafting  terror  and  confufion  of  all  his 
adverfaries,  and  to  the  eternal  joy  and  honour  of  all  his 
friends,  who,  though  now  they  are  for  (igns  and  won- 
ders, by  way  of  reproach,  will  then  be  for  figns  and 
wonders  by  way  of  renown  ;  when  Chriil  will  prefent 
them  blamlefs  unto  his  Father,  faying,  ''  Behold^  I  and 
"  the  children  whom  thou  haji  given  me^  Avho,  as  they 
"  have  fuffered  with  me  in  my  reproach  in  time,  muft 
*'  now  reign  with  me  in  my  glory  through  eternity." 

O  Sirs,  let  us  feek,  above  all  things,  to  be  on  Chrid's 
fide,  on  the  fide  of  truth  now,  and  on  the  right-hand 
road  to  heaven,  whatever  rubs  we  may  meet  v/ith  by 
the  way,  fo  as  we  may  come  to  be  on  the  right-hand  of 
the  throne,  in  the  day  of  the  manifellation  of  the  fons 
of  God. 

May  the  Lord  blefs  what  hath  been  faid ;    and  to  his 
name  be  praife. 


Vol.  I.  O  o  S  E  R- 


[     290     ] 


SERMON    VIL^ 

The  Vanity  of  Earthly  Things  and 
Worldly  Hnjoy meats. 

E  C  C  LE  s.  i.  2. 

Vanity  of  vanities^  faith  the  Preacher  ;  vanity  of  vanities^ 

all  is  vanity, 

THE  words  of  a  king  are  commonly  reckoned 
very  witty :  the  words  of  a  wife  king,  fpeaking 
by  experierice,  deferves  fpecial  confideration ;  and 
much  more  the  words  of  a  wife  king  fpeaking,  by  di- 
vine infpiration,  deferve  the  greateft  regard,  attention, 
and  credit :  all  thefe  do  here  concur.  The  words  of 
our  text  are  the  words  of  Solomon,  king  of  Ifracl ;  the 
words  of  the  wifell  of  mere  men ;  the  words  of  one 
who  fpoke  from  his  own  experience ;  and,  moreover, 
who  fpoke  by  the  infpiration  of  God. 

lihGfum  of  the  difcourfe  (lands  in  thefe  two  particu- 
lars. I.  Th2it  the  chief  good,  2.x\A  chief  happinefs  oi  the 
fons  of  men,  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  creature,  or  in  any 
worldly  thing.  And,  2.  That  it  is  only  to  be  found  in 
God  in  Chriji,  and  in  the  true  knowledge  of  him,  and 
gofpel  conformity  of  heart  and  life  unto  him  ;  which  he 
expreifeth  h^  fearing  God  and  keeping  his  commandments  ; 
which  prefuppofes  a  gofpel-flate  of  union  to  Chrift  by 
faith,  and  communion  with  him  in  his  merit,  for  the 
julTihcation  of  our  perfons  ;  and  of  his  Spirit,  for  the 
fanftihcation  of  our  hearts  and  hves. 

The  hrft  verfe  gives  us  an  account  of  the  pe^iman  of 
this  book.  Where  we  have  a  threefold  defcription  of 
him  ;  from  his  prefent  office,  his  pedigree,  and  his  roy- 
al dignity. 

*  This  Sermon  was  prenclicd  at  Broomhall,  January  1723. 
This  is  the  Second  imprtffion. 

I.  He 
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I.  He  is  called  the  Treacher  ;  and  commentators  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  comes  from  a  word  that  fignifies  to  gather; 
intimating,  that  now  he  was  a  penitent  foul,  gathered 
in  from  his  wanderings,  gathered  home  to  his  duty,  and 
come  at  length  to  himfelf;  and  that  now  he  was  a 
preaching  foul,  gathering  in  ftraying  fouls  to  God :  fee- 
ing he  himfelf  was  reduced,  here  was  his  penitential 
fermon,  his  recantation  fermon  \  wherein,  from  the 
bottom  of  his  foul,  he  fadly  laments  his  ov/n  folly,  in 
promifmg  himfelf  fatisfa6:ion,  in  the  things  of  this  world, 
and  in  the  forbidden  pleafures  of  fenfe  :  which  now  he 
finds  more  bitter  than  death.  And  hence  two  things 
fhould  be  learned, 

(i.)  We  fhould  be  perfuaded  here  of  Solomon's  re- 
pentance  after  his  fall,  Thofe  who  think  he  fell  totally 
and  finally,  are  not  only  refuted  by  this,  but  by  all  the 
arguments  which  prove  the  perfeverance  of  the  faints, 
which  are  many  and  impregnable :  and  alfo  by  other 
arguments,  which  concern  Solomon  himfelf,  viz.  the 
name  that  he  gets,  Jedidlah^  2  Sam.  xii.  25.  which 
fignifies,  Beloved  of  the  Lord.  Now,  whom  God  lovesy 
he  loves  to  the  end.  And  more  efpecially  the  teftimony 
of  Chrifl,  that  all  the  prophets  are  in  heaven^  Luke  xiii.  28. 
Now,  Solomon  was  a  prophet^  feeing  the  whole  fcrip- 
tures  were  penned  by  no  others  than  prophets  and  a- 
pojiles^  2  Pet.  i.  19,  20.  Eph.  ii.  20. 

(2.)  We  fliould  hence  learn  to  accept  of  this  book, 
with  the  greater  regard.  The  fun  never  fhines  more 
glorioully,  than  when  it  breaks  out  of  fome  dark 
cloud  ;  nor  yet  the  graces  of  God's  Spirit  than  when 
broken  forth  out  of  the  clouds  of  fins  and  tem.ptati- 
ons,  into  repentance.  And  thus  it  was  with  David  alfo, 
Pfal.  li. 

2.  The  penman  of  this  book  here  is  called,  The  Son 
of  David.  And  his  calling  himfelf  the  Son  of  David, 
teaches  us.  That  he  looked  upon  it  as  his  great  honour, 
not  only  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  Prince,  but  the  fon 
of  fo  good  a  man,  a  man  after  God's  ozvn  heart ;  and 
that  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  great  aggravation  of  his  fin, 
that  he  had  fuch  a  father,  who  had  given  him  fuch  good 
education,  and  put  up  many  prayers  for  him.— Again, 

O  o  2  his 
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his  calling  himfelf  the  f on  of  David ^  faith,  that  he  look- 
ed upon  this  as  an  encouragement  to  his  repentance,  and 
a  ground  of  his  hope  of  mercy,  feeing  though  David 
fell  into  hn,  by  which  he  fhould  have  been  warned  not 
to  fin,  yet  David  repented ;  and  therein  he  took  example 
from  him,  and  found  mercy  as  he  did. — But  there  is 
more  here.  His  calling  himfelf /Z?^  fon  of  David ^  inti- 
mates \m  faith  ^  that  as  he  was  the  fon  of  the  promife ;  he 
was  the  fon  of  David,  concerning  whom  God  had  faid, 
that  though  he  would  pimijh  his  iniqidties  with  the  rod^ 
yet  he  would  7iot  break  his  covena7it  with  hirn^  Pfal.  Ixxxix. 
32,  33,  34.  It  was  comfortable  to  Solomon,  that  he 
was  the  fon  of  David,  both  for  the  fake  of  the  covenant 
and  the  promife  made  to  David  and  his  feed  after  him, 
1  Chron.  vii.  17,  18.— In  a  word,  he  calls  himfelf  the 
fon  of  Da-vid^  to  procure  the  more  reverence^  that  he 
was  a  Prophet,  the  Son  of  a  prophet ;  and  it  ihould 
procure  the  more  reverend  acceptance  of  the  dodrine 
of  this  book,  for  the  penman's  fake  :  for,  though  it  is 
little  matter  what  the  pen  be,  whether  it  be  the  pen  of 
a  goofe,  or  a  fwan,  or  a  raven  ;  yet  when  God  makes 
ufe  of  fuch  an  inllrument,  fo  richly  adorned,  it  chal- 
lenges from  us  the  miore  due  refpecl. 

3.  The  penman  of  this  book  is  here  called.  King  of 
IfraeL  This  intimates,  that  his  fm  was  greately  aggra- 
vated^ feeing  God  had  raifed  him  to  a  throne^  and  yet 
he  had  fo  ill  requited  him :  his  dignity  alfo,  in  being 
king  of  Jcrifalein^  the  holy  city,  where  God's  temple 
was,  made  the  ill  example  of  his  fm,  and  the  influence 
it  would  have  upon  others,  the  more  dangerous.  It 
intimates  alfo,  that  being  fuch  a  one  as  king  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  what  he  preached  and  wrote  was  to  be  the  more 
regarded ;  for,  where  the  word  of  a  king  is^  tlkre  is 
power.  He  thought  it  no  difparagement  to  him,  though 
he  was  a  king,  to  be  a  preacher.  If  men  of  honour 
would  lay  out  themfelvcs  to  do  good,  what  a  vaft  deal  of 
good  might  they  do  !  Solomon  looked  as  great  in  the 
pulpit,  preaching  the  vanity  of  the  world;  as  in  his  throne 
of  ivory,  ruling  the  people. 

Here  we  may  learn,  that  God  ufes  inflruments  of  all 
forts  in  penning  the  fcriptures ;    kijigs,    as  David  and 

Solomon ; 
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Solomon;  fome  herdfmcn^  as  Amos;  2inApricfts^  as 
Jeremiah  ;  ffoermen^  as  fome  of  the  apcflles  :  this  he 
did,  that  all  forts  might  meet  with  ftiie  and  phrafe  of 
fpeech  fuitable  for  them. —  We  may  learn,  that  it  is  no 
difgrace  to  any  man,  or  any  man's  children,  to  be  preach- 
ers :  Solo?non  and  David,  both  kings  and  both  pro- 
phets, are  of  the  number  ;  Solomon  lludyinp-  to  tcac/j 
the  people  knowledge,  Eccl.  xii.  9,  10.  The  Angels,  high- 
er than  the  higheft  man,  are  all  m'lmjlring  fpirits, 
Heb.  i.  14.  Yea,  Christ,  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of 
the  earth,  was  the  great  New-Teftament  Preacher. — 
Thus  you  have  the  Feninan  defcribcd  in  the  title  of  the 
book  ;  jT/?^  words  of  the  Preacher,  the  fon  of  David,  king 
of  JfraeL 

The  fecond  verfe  lays  "before  us  the  general  dodrine 
of  the  book  ;  Vanity  of  vanities,  faith  the  Preacher  ;  va- 
nity of  vanities,  all  is  vanity.  Where,  more  particular- 
ly, we  have,  i .  The  judgment  paft  upon  all  earthly  things. 
2.  The  perfan  palling  this  judgment. 

ifi.  To  begin  with  the  laft  of  thefe  ;  we  have  the 
per  fon  that  paffes  this  judgment,  that  all  is  vanity  ;  it  is 
faid  to  be  the  Preacher,  I  told  you  already  what  was 
the  meaning  of  the  word,  vi%,  one  that  is  gathered  by 
grace  to  God,  who  had  learned,  by  his  experience,  the 
vanity  of  all  things  in  time ;  and  was  convinced,  that 
there  was  no  real  advantage  in  purfuing  after  thefe 
things.  Who  is  it  that  thus  fpeaks  lightly  of  the  world? 
Indeed,  it  is  one  w4io  was  a  very  competent  judge,  as 
much  as  ever  any  man  was.  Many  fpeak  contemptibly 
of  the  world,  either  becaufe  they  are  hermits,  and 
know  it  not ;  or  beggars,  and  have  it  not :  But  Solo- 
mon knew^  it,  and  had  enough  of  it  too  ;  and  he  fpoke  of 
it  as  one  having  authority,  not  only  as  a  king,  but  as 
a  prophet  and  preacher ;  he  fpoke  in  God's  name,  be- 
ing divinely  infpired.  And,'  as  fome  think,  one  main 
thing  he  defigned,  was,  to  fliew  that  the  everlaflinp- 
throne  and  kingdom,  which  God  had  been  lately  pro- 
miiTmg  to  David  and  his  feed,  (for  Chrifl  was  alfo  the 
fon  of  David)  mud  be  of  another  world  :  for  all  things 
in  this  world  are  fubje«5l  to  vanity  ;  and  therefore  have 
not  in  them  fuiiicient  to  anfwer  the  extent  of  that  pro- 

mife. 
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mife.  If  Soiomon  found  all  things  to  be  vanity  ;  then 
the  kingdom  of  the  Meiliah  mufl  come,  in  which  only 
we  can  inherit  fubjiance.  And,  indeed,  the  very  end 
and  defign  of  our  preaching  to  you,  concerning  the 
vanity  of  the  worlds  is  to  recommend  Chriji  to  you  ; 
feeing,  though  you  fhould  inherit  all  things  your  heart 
can  deiire  in  time,  you  do  -but  inherit  palling  fhadows 
and  vanity :  but  in  Clirifl  you  will  inherit  everlaft- 
ing  and  fubfiantial  goodnefs,  faith  the  Preacher, 
Prov.  vii.  21. 

Solomon  fet  the  feal  of  his  tellimony  to  the  vanity  of 
all  earthly  things,  after  the  trial  of  them :  they  that 
have  had  the  mod  trial  of  earthly  comforts,  are  mofl 
ready  to  avouch,  and  moil  able  to  preach  the  vanity  of 
them.  Experience  is  a  divine  tcftimony,  as  being  taken 
from  the  works  of  God,  in  the  event  of  things  coming 
to  pafs  by  providence  :  and  experience  is  of  great  au- 
thority with  men,  as  being  an  argument  more  fenfible, 

and  lefs  fubjeft  to  ignorance  and  error. And  hence 

we  m^ay  fee  the  great  difference  between  earthly  and 
heavenly  things :  for  earthly  things  feem  good,  till  men 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then  they  are  found  vain,  al- 
together vain  ;  but  heavenly  things  feem  vain,  till  men 
get  a  trial  of  them,  and  then,  upon  a  fufficient  trial, 
they  are  found  ^o  be  excellent. 

All  is  vanity^  faith  the  Preacher,  There  is  one  that 
draws  a  very  ilrange  inference  from  this  word,  viz, 
that  reading  is  preaching  ;  becaufe  Solomon  calls  his 
book,  though  read,  the  preacher.  But  in  anfwer  to 
this,  Solomon  doth  not  call  his  book^  but  himself,  the 
preacher,— Avidi  again,  one  might  rather  infer  from  this, 
that  writing  is  preaching ;  and  that  one  may  deliver  his 
fermon  by  writing.  But  that  reading  \^  preachings  doth 
not  follow  from  this.  Why,  in  writings  a  minifter 
may  and  doth  make  ufe  of  fpiritual  gifts,  requifite  in  a 
prophet  or  preacher,  to  the  exercife  of  his  minifherial 
gifts ;  but  not  fo  in  readings  which  even  a  fchool-boy 
may  perform,  tliat  never  attained  any  fpiritual  gift  at 

all. Thus  much  concerning  the  perfon  paffing  this 

judgment. 

^dly^  We  have  the  judgment  paft  upon  all  earthly 

things^ 
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things,  VANITY  ;  Vanity  of  vanities,  vanity  of  vanities^ 
all  is  vanity.  Where  obferve  three  things,  i.  The  fiw^ 
jeSl  of  the  determination ;  or  the  thing  he  pafles  his 
judgment  upon,  in  the  particle  all,  2.  The  determi- 
nation itfelf,  or  the  judgment  he  pafles  upon  them,  it  is 
vanity,  3.  The  aggravation  of,  or  emphatic  manner 
wherein  he  pafles  his  judgment;  Vanity  of  vanities,  va- 
nity of  vanities,  all  is  vanity, 

I.  Th.^  fubje8,  or  the  thing  h^  pafles  his  judgment 
on,  namely,  all  ;  viz,  all  that  is  in  the  world :  all  the 
pleafures,  all  the  profits,  all  the  honours,  all  the  pre- 
ferments, all  the  luflis  of  the  world  ;  all  things  under  the 
fun  that  a  man  can  fet  his  heart  upon  ;  all  worldly  em- 
ployments and  enjoyments  ;  all  things  befides  God,  and 
confidered  as  abflrad  from  him. 

1,  T\it  judgment  he  pafles  upon  all  thefe  is,  vanity. 
The  things  of  the  world  are  either  to  be  confidered  in 
ihemfelves,  as  the  creatures  of  God,  and  fo  they  cannot 
be  called  all  vanity ;  becaufe  they  were  all  very  good^ 
iliewing  forth  his  power  and  glory :  but  confider  them 
with  refpe£l  to  juen,  and  his  expecling  fatisfadion  in 
them,  and  thus  they  are  vanity ;  they  will  difappoint 
them  who  feek  happinefs  in  them ;  they  are  vain  :  and 
not  only  fo,  but, 

3.  Obferve  the  aggravation  of  this  judgment,  or  the 
emphatic  manner  of  the  preacher's  exprefllon  of  this 
matter ;  they  are  not  only  vain,  but  vanity  in  the  ab- 
llrad: ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  vanity  over  and  over  again, 
three  feveral  times  repeated :  As  if  he  had  faid,  They 
are  vanity,  vanity,  vanity  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  the 
fountain  of  vanity  ;  and  therefore  called.  Vanity  of  va^ 
nities  ;  and  again,  vanity  of  vanities  :  intimating,  the 
vained  vanities ;  vanity  in  the  highefl:  degree,  nothing 
but  vanity  ;  fuch  a  vanity  as  is  the  caufe  of  a  great  deal 
of  vanity:  And  again,  not  only  this,  but  the  redoub- 
ling of  the  expreflion,  intimating  the  certainty  of  the 
thing,  and  with  what  a  (Irong  convidion  the  preacher 
fpoke,  what  a  deep  fenfe  he  had  of  this  vanity  of  all 
things.  So  that  his  judgment  is  here  exaggerated, 
I.  By  expreffing  it  in  the  concret,  Va?iify,  2.  By  cal- 
ling it,  Vanity  of  vanities,    3.  By  repeating  and  redoub- 


29<5  The  Vanity  of  Earthly  Things 

this  fentence.  Vanity  of  vanities^  ''vayilty  of  vanities. 
4.  By  tripling  the  doctrine  which  he  intended  to  make 
good,  Vanity  of  vanities^  faith  the  preacher ;  vanity  of 
vanities^  all  is  vanity.  The  truth  of  which  doftrine  he 
proved  at  large,  by  many  cogent  arguments,  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  his  fermon  in  this  book. 

The  doftrinal  propofition  we  intend  to  illuftrate 
from  thefe  words,  thus  explained,  Ihall  be  the  follow- 
ing. 

Observ.  That  all  earthly  enjoyments ^  and  worldly 
things^  are  vain  and  empty. 

And  in  ipeaking  to  Solomon's  text  here,  vi-z.  The 
emptinefs  and  vanity  of  the  worlds  we  would  incline, 
through  divine  favour,  to  do  the  following  things. 

I.  Confider  what  it  is  in  the  world  that  is  fo  vain  and 
empty.  > 

II.  Enquire  what  is  imported  in  its  being  vain^  and 
vanity  itfelf ;  and  in  the  phrafe,  Vanity  of  vanities^ 
vanity  of  vanities. 

III.  Offer  fome  arguments  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
dodrine,  vi%.  that  all  is  vain  and  empty. 

IV.  Give  the  reafons  of  it,  why  it  is  fo. 

V.  Deduce  fome    inferences    for  the   application^  to 
,     Ihew  what  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  this 

doftrine. 

I.  We  return  to  the  firfl  thing  propofed,  To  confider 
what  it  is  in  the  world  that  is  fo  vain  and  empty.  Here, 
for  preventing  all  miftakes,  and  obviating  every  wrong 
turn  of  thought,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  I  would 
have  you  remember,  that  I  fpeak  not  of  the  things  of 
the  world  abfolutely  confidered  in  themfelves  ;  for  thus 
many  things  in  the  world  are  good  and  ufeful,  in  many 
refpeds,  when  ufed  according  to  God's  allowance  :  but 
I  confider  the  world  here,  and  the  things  of  it,  as  wholly 
vanity,  in  the  following  refpecls. 

I .  AVhen  fepar  ate  from  God :  without  God  the  good 
things  of  the  world  are  not  feen  as  coming  from  him, 
nor  improvcn  for  leading  to  him  j  but  efieemed  in  them- 
felves 
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felves  above  God,  fo  as  men  are  lovers  thereof  more  than 
lovers  of  God.     And  fo, 

2.  When  it  is  made  a  mari^s  happinefs^  or  any  part  of 
his  happinefs  ;  and  fo  he  makes  it  his  end,  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  his  reft,  his  God  :  for  thus  many  make  the  world 
their  god,  their  belly  their  god. 

3.  When  oppofing  or  hindering  the  fer'vice  of  God : 
when  it  fteals  av/ay  the  heart  from  duty ;  and  ileals  a- 
way  the  heart  from  ordinances,  and  10  obftruds  the 
fervice  of  God. 

4.  When  it  farthers  and  promotes  fin^  and  is  made 
the  fuel  for  feeding  and  maintaining  corrupt  lufts  and 
affeftions :  when  it  is  but  the  food  of  pride  and  ambi- 
tion, the  food  of  covetoufnefs  and  carnality,  the  food  ot 
fenfuality  and  lafciyioufnefs,  or  the  like.  Why,  in  fuch 
refpeds  as  thefe,  the  world,  and  things  in  it,  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  bafe  and  contemptible  vanity :  and 
to  be  defpifed,  oppofed,  and  mortified. 

But  now,  if  the  queftion  be  aftied,  What  is  it  in  the 
world  that  is  vain  and  empty  f  Why,  faith  the  Preacher, 
All  is  vanity.  This  word  comprehends  m^ore  than  we 
can  tell ;  for  we  will  not  get  through  all  that  is  includ- 
ed in  it.  We  Ihall  name  a  few  of  thefe  things  in  the 
world  that  are  but  vanity. 

1 .  All  the  profits  and  riches  of  the  world  are  vanity  ; 
Tie  that  hveth  fiher,  floall  not  be  fattsfied  with  fiher  ; 
nor  he  that  loveth  abundance,  with  increafe :  this  is  alfo 
vanity.  When  goods  tncreafey  they  are  increafed  that  eat 
them  :  and  no  good  is  to  the  owners  thereof  faving  the  he- 
holding  of  them  with  their  eyes?  Eccl.  v.  10,  11.  Let  a 
man  find  as  much  riches  as  ever  Solomon  found,  he 
cannot  find  happinefs  therein.  Where  is  it  that  fatis- 
fying  riches  are  to  be  had  ?  No  where  but  in  Chrift  : 
Riches  and  honours  are  ujith  me  ;  yea,  durcdde  riches  and 
right eoufnefs,  Prov.  viii.  18.  Ail  the  riches  of  grace 
and  glory  are  to  be  found  in  Chrift. 

2.  All  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity ;  I  faid  in  my  heart.  Go  to  now^  I  vjill  prove  thee 
with  mirth  y  therefore  enjov  pleafure  :  and  behold  this  a  fa 
is  vanity.  I  faid  of  laughter ^  It  is  mad:  and  of  mirth ^ 
What  doth  itf  Eccl.  ii.  i,  2.     See  how  he  enumerates. 

Vol.  I.  P  p  in 
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m  this  chapter,  manifold  fenfual  pleafures ;  and  the  up- 
Ihot  of  all  is  dill,  All  is  vanity.  No  true  pleafure  fliall 
we  ever  find  but  in  Chrift  ;  Wifdojii's  ways  are  pleafant- 
nefs  ;  and  all  her  paths  arc  peace,  Prov.  iii.  17. 

3.  Ail  the  honours  2A\d  grandeurs  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity ;  /  made  me  great  ivorks^  I  builded  me  hoyjeSy  I 
planted  me  vineyards^  I  made  me  gardens  and  orchards^ 
and  I  planted  trees  in  them  oj  all  kinds  of  fruits  ;  1  made 
me  pools  of  watery  to  tuater  therewith  the  wood  that  brin^- 

cth  forth  trees ]  gathered  V7e  all  filver  and  gold^  and 

the  peculiar  treafure  of  kin^s,  and  of  provinces  :  I  gat 
me  men-fiKgers  and  women  fingers  ^  and  the  delights  of  the 
fons  of  men ^  as  mufical  inftruments,  and  that  of  all  forts  : 
So  I  zuas  great ^  and  increafed  more  than  all  the  men  that 
were  before  me  in  Jerufalem  ;  my  wifdom,  alfo  remained 
with  me.  ^ud  zuhatjoever  mine  eyes  defired,  I  kept  not 
from  them  ;  I  tvithheld  not  my  heart  from  any  joy  ;  for  my 
heart  rejoiced  in  all  my  labour,  and  this  was  my  portion  of 
all  my  labour^  Eccl.  ii.  5,-- 10*  Well,  what  was  the 
upfiiot  of  all  this  worldly  grandeur  ?  Why,  it  was  att 
vanity,  ver.  11.  I  looked  upon  all  the  works  that  my  hands 
had  wrought ;  and,  behold!  all  was  vanity  and  vexation 
of  Spirit .  Where  is  true  honour  to  be  had  ?  It  is  only 
in  Chriil :  Riches  and  honours  are  with  him.  Thev  who 
get  in  to  Chriil,  they  become  kings  and  priejis  unto  their 
God  ;  and  this  is  the  honour  of  all  the  fairits, 

4.  All  the  wifdom  and  policy  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
yea,  even  the  moral  endowments  of  the  mind,  and  the 
knowledge  oi  arts  and  fclences.  So  long  as  a  nian  is 
deftitute  of  fpiritual  wifdom,  let  him  have  the  know- 
ledge of  all  that  is  knowable  in  time  ;  let  him  have  the 
utmoll  ikill  of  mathematics,  philofophy,  aftrology,  a- 
llronomy  ;  All  is  vanity.  Solomon  laboured  to  acquire 
wifdom,  and  adually  attained  a  vafi:  deal  of  it ;  and  we 
have  his  verdict  of  the  whole  matter :  /  gave  my  heart 
to  feek  and  fearch  out  by  wtldom,  concerning  all  things 
that  are  done  under  heaven  :  I  have  feen  all  the  works  that 
are  under  the  fun  ;  and,  behold !  all  is  vanity  and  vexation 
offpi'^it. —  sAnd  I  (xave  my  heart  to  know  wifdom  ;  I  per- 
ceived that  this  alfo  is  vexation  of  fpirit :  for  in  much 
wifdom  is  much  grief ;  and  he  that  increajeth  knowledge^ 

ill" 
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htcreafeth  forrow, /E.cc\.  i.  13,  14,  17,  18.  Where  will 
a  man  get  true  wifdom  ?  Why,  it  is  in  Chriil ;  he  only 
can  make  you  wife  unto  Jalvation^  becaufe  he  is  inade 
of  God  unto  us  wifdom^  i  Cor.  i.  30.  In  him  are  hid  all 
the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge^  Col.  ii.  3.  So- 
lomon had  no  fmall  Ihare  of  wifdom,  being  indeed  the 
wifefl  of  all  men  ;  but  he  gives  this  for  the  motto  of  all 
worldly  wifdom,  Vanity.  Well  then,  Let  not  the  wife 
man  glory  in  his  wifdom^  Jer.  ix»  23. 

5.  All  \hc  firength  and  power  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
Let  not  the  ftrong  man  glory  in  his  ftrength.  Let  not  ei- 
ther kings  or  liibjeds.  glory  in  their  llrength,  in  the 
ftrength  of  their  armies  or  allies.  What  fays  Solomon 
of  this  ?  I^he  race  is  not  to  the  fwift^  nor  the  battle  to  the 

ftrong^  EcgI.  ix.  11.  Where  is  that  to  be  had  that  de- 
ferves  the  name  of  ftrength  ?  It  is  only  in  Chrift  ;  Be 
ftrong  in  the  Lor  d^  and  in  the  power  of  his  miffhty  Eph.  vi.  i  o. 
/  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me.  He 
is  the  ftrength  of  Ifrael :  and  his  name  is  a  flrong  tower 
to  which  the  righteous  run  and  are  fafe^    Prov.  xviii.  i  o. 

6.  All  the  beauty  and  bravery  of  the  world  is  vanity ; 
Beauty  is  vain^  faith  Solomon,  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  When 
God  .with  rebukes  doth  correSi  man  for  his  iniquity,  he 
maketh  his  beauty  to  con  fume  as  a  moth :  furely  every  man 
is  vanity^  Pfal.  xxxix.  11.  Solomon  was  famous  for 
the  beauty  and  bravery  of  his  court,  and  the  fplendor 
of  his  government ;  but  he  faw  ah  to  be  vanity :  and 
Chrift  prefered  even  the  beauty  of  a  pile  of  grafs  to 
his  ;  for  he  faith  of  the  lillies  of  the  feld,  that  Solomon 
and  all  his  glory  is  not  like  otie  of  thefe^  Luke  xii.  27. 
Such,  indeed,,  is  the  fading  beauty  of  m.en,  fo  much 
thought  of  by  many,  that  it  is  but  ikin  deep,  and  fades 
like  a  flower.  If  you  would  be  a  true,  fpiritual,  and 
durable  beauty,  it  is  to  be  had  in  Chrift,  whofe  Spirit 
and  grace  makes  a  man  beautiful,  and  all  glorious  with- 
in^ Pfal.  xlv.  13.  lihou  waft  beautiful  through  my  comeli- 
nefs  put  upo7i  thee^  Ezek.  xvi.  14. 

7.  All  the  right eouf nefs  2X\diftigned  falfe  religion  of  the 
world  is  vanity.  There  is  much  unrighteous  righteouf'- 
nefs  in  the  world,  much  irreligious  religion,  much 
gracelefs  grace,  and  faithlefs  faith  \  E.\'cept  your  righte- 

P  p  2  oufnefs 
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^ufnefs  e:<ceed  the  right  eon fnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  P  hart- 
fees^  faith  Chrill,  ye  can  in  no  wife  enter  tnto  the  king- 
dom of  God,  Mat.  V.  20.  Neither  circumcifion  nor  uncir- 
cumciffion  avatleth  any  thin^^  but  faith  thatworketh  by  love. 
Gal.  V.  6.  Arid  again.  Neither  circumcifion  nor  uncir- 
c  imcifion  availeth  any  things  hut  a  nezv  creature^  Gal.  vi.  1 5. 
For,  Except  a  via?!  be  born  a^rain  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God,  John  iii.  3.  The  natural  religion  that 
the  v/orld  hath  is  but  vanity.  If  the  righteoufnefs  even 
of  the  godly,  be  but  filthy  rags^  and  cannot  avail  him 
for  juflification  ;  what  account  fliall  be  made  of  the 
righteoufnefs  of  thofe  who  are  yet  out  of  Chrill,  and  are 
nothing  but  mere  moralifts,  formalills,  and  hypocrites? 
If  you  would  have  righteoufnefs,  you  muff  have  it  in 
and  from  Chrifl ;  he  is  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs^  and 
made  of  God  to  us  luifdoni^  righteoufnefs^  and  fanftificati- 
on.  He  has  to  give  you  both  an  imputed  righteoufnefs, 
for  juJlifying  you  ;  and  an  imparted  righteoufnefs,  for 
fanftifying  you. 

8.  All  \hc  favour  2ir\di  friendf dip  of  the  world  is  vani- 
ty ;  Favour  is  deceiffd^  Prov.  xxxi.  30.  They  who  put 
confidence  in  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  men,  they 
will  find  themfelves  deceived  :  therefore,  falrh  the  pro- 
phet Micah,  Tri/f  ye  not  in  a  friend ;  pit  ye  no  confi- 
dence in  a  guide :  the  befl  of  them  is  as  a  brier  ;  the  mofi 
tfrtght  is  fiarper  than  a  thorn  hedge^  Mic.  vii.  4,  5. 
"Where  will  you  get  a  true  friend  ?  O  feek  to  have  Chrifl 
to  be  your  friend  :  He  is  a  friend  thatfiicketh  clofer  than 
a  brother.  His  friendfhip  doth  not  vary  like  thofe 
friends  that  love  you  to-day,  and  hate  you  to-morrow. 

9.  All  the  fafhions  and  cufioms  of  the  world  are  vani- 
ty ;  they  luhirl  about  like  the  wind^  as  Solomon  fpeaks, 
Eccl.  i.  6. ;  and  the  vain  eye  is  never  faiisfied  with  feeing 
ihem^  vcr.  8.  There  are  many  vain  fafliions  of  bodily 
geftures,  vain  fafhions  of  apparel,  vain  artifices  of  the 
world  ;  whereof,  and  of  all  other  worldly  vices,  the 
apoirle  faith.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world ;  but  be  ye 
trmisformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  minds,  Rom.  xii.  2. 
The  befl  fafliion  and  conformity  that  ever  a  foul  fludied, 
is  conformity  to  the  Son  of  God  :  this  fludy  would  be 
ail  evidence  of  election  from  eternity  \    TVhom  he  did 

fore- 
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foreknow^  them  he  did  predeflinate  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  his  Son-  Rom.  viii.  29.  Whereas  all  other  faflii- 
ons,  and  fond  fludying  of  conformity  to  the  world,  is 
but  a  mark  of  vanity. 

10.  All  the  ^r<?^/  and  7nean  men  of  the  world  are  va- 
nity :  this  Solomon  fhews  in  this  book  when  he  is  prov- 
ing that  all  is  vanity.  And  his  Father  David  faith  it  ex- 
prefly  ;  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity  ;  and  men  of 
high  degree  are  a  lye  :  to  be  la:d  in  the  balance,  they  are 
altogether  lighter  than  vanity,  Pfal.  Ixii.  9.  Here  the 
prince  in  his  robes,  and  the  peafant  in  his  rags,  are 
both  declared  to  be  vanity.  Surely  every  man^  in  his 
heft  e fate y  is  altogether  vanity^  Pfal.  xxxix.  11.  What 
is  man  to  be  accounted  of?  A  piece  of  rotten  duft.  \x\ 
wifdom  they  are  vain  ;  The  Lord  kfioweth  the  thoughts  of 
the  wife^  that  they  are  vain,  i  Cor.  iii.  20.  In  poiver 
they  are  vain  ;  therefore  faith  the  Lord,  Curfed  is  the 
man  that  trufleth  in  man^  and  makcthflefh  his  arm,  jer.  xvi.  5. 
In  comfort  they  are  vain  ;  Tkcy  comfort  in  vain^  Zech.  x.  2. 
Let  us  never  expeO:  in  man,  what  is  not  to  be  had  in 
him:  it  is  only  in  the  God-man,  Jefus  Chrift,  that  we 
ought  to  place  our  confidence,  and  exped  our  comfort : 
^  he  true  circumcifion  rejoice  only  in  Chrifi  J  ejus,  and 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flefi?^  Phil.  iii.  3. 

In  a  word,  all  thefe  things  together  are  but  vanity  ;  fa- 
tisfa£lion  is  not  to  be  had  therein :  /  have  feen  all  the 
Tvorks  that  are  under  the  fun  ;  and,  behold!  all  is  vanity, 
Eccl.  iv.  4.  The  apoftle  gives  a  fum  of  all  the  things 
in  the  world,  and  writes  vanity  upon  them ;  All  that  is  in 
the  world,  the  lu(ls  of  the  flefhy  the  lufis  of  the  eye,  and  the 
pride  of  life^  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world  ; 
and  the  world  paffeth  away,  and  the  lufls  thereof  i  John 
ii.  16,  17.     All  thefe  things  are  vanity. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  To  enquire  what 

is  imported  in  its  being  called  vain  ;  nay,  vanity  itfelf: 
All  is  vanity.  And  to  enquire  into  the  emphafis  of  the 
phrafe.  Vanity  of  vanities.,  vanity  of  vanities, 

ifiy  As  to  the  firfl  of  thefe,  viz.  what  is  itnported  in  its 
being  called  Vanity  ;  All  is  vanity.  It  imports,  among 
others,  thefe  eight  following  things. 

I.  Vanity 


JO  2  ^hc  Vanity  of  Earthly  Things 

1.  Vanity  here  imports  the  unprojitablenefs  of  all  things  \ 
What  profit  bath  a  man  thereof  f  Eccl.  i.  3.  And  to  this 
purpefc,  faith  Chriil,  If  hat  Jhall  it  projit  a  man,  though 
he  had  the  u'hde  ivorld^  ij  he  loofe  his  own  Joulf  Matth. 
XV i.  2,6.  Treafurcs  of  wickednefs  profit eth  nothing. 
The  world  is  an  ufelefs  thing  to  the  foul ;  it  cannot  fave 
the  foul  from  hell :  ^  he  redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious^ 
and  ceafeth  for  ever,  for  any  thing  that  either  the  world, 
or  the  things  of  the  world  can  do  for  its  recovery, 
rfal.  xllx.  8.  As  to  the  world,  it  cannot  deliver  a  man 
from  the  fentence  that  fliall  pafs  at  the  great  day  ;  it  will 
rather  aggravate  the  mifery. 

2.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  empttnefs  :  Vain;, 
tliat  is,  void  of  fubilance,  worth,  and  fufficiency.  Thus 
the  v/ords  of  Rabfliakah  are  fa  id  to  be  vain  words ^  Ifa. 
xxxi.  c. ;  that  is,  empty ^  having  nothing  but  wind  in 
them :  even,,  fo,  the  world  is  va'in^  i.  e.  empty  ;  it  pro- 
mifes  p-reat  things,  but  performeth  nothing :  like  the 
God  of  this  world  that  faid  to  Clirift,  All  thefe  things 
'issill  I  gi've  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  dozvn  and  worf/jip 
me  Mat.  iv.  9.  The  world  promifes  much,  and  bo^ifts 
much ;  but  yet  can  give  nothing,  and  do  nothing. 

'^.  Ail  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  hurtfulnefs^  while 
they  ma.ke  the  heart  more  and  more  vain ;  and  draw 
the  affc(ftions  away  from  God,  and  heavenly  things. 
They  are  hurtful ;  like  a  man  lying  down  to  reft  upon 
a  bed  of  thorns  and  briars  :  he  Ihall  never  find  the  reft 
there  that  he  would  be  at. 

4.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  imports  ujifatisfacforinefs  ; 
Eecl.  i.  8.  1  he  eye  is  not  fatisfed  zuith  feeing,  nor  the 
ear  with  hearing.  As  there  is  no  true  profit,  fo  no  true 
comfort  therein,  abftrad  from  God.  It  is  but  a  vain 
comfort  that  men  have  in  that  which  is  but  vainty. 

c;.  All  is  vanity  ;  the  word  im^oxt^  falfhood diXid  lying; 
Pfal.  iv.  2.  O  ye  fons  of  men ,  hozu  long  will  ye  love  vani- 
ty, and  follow  after  leafing  f  And  hence  the  things  of 
the  world  are  called  lying  vanities  ;  'They  that  obferve 
lying  vanities^  forfake  their  own  ?nercy,  Jonah  ii.  8.  The 
world  feems  to  be  fomething  ;  but  it  is  a  lye  :  it  is  not 
what  it  appears  to  be. 

6.  All  is  vanity ;  the  word  imports  frufiration  and 

difappointtnent ; 
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difappointment  ;  Jam.  i.  26,  If  any  ??ianfee?n  to  be  religi- 
ous ^  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue^  that  man's  religion  is  '■vain  ; 
that  is,  he  will  be  difappointed ;  he  deceiveth  himfeif. 
Thus  the  world  is  a  cheat  and  a  deceiver. 

7.  All  is 'uanity  ;  the  word  imports yb//y;  Job  xi.  17. 
Vain  man  would  be  wife^  though  he  be  born  like  the  wild 
afs^s  colt.  All  is  vanity,  all  is  folly.  He  that  followeth 
vain  perfons^  is  void  of  underjianding, 

8.  All  is  vanity  ;  it  imports  frailty  and  inconfijlency  ; 
vanifhing  away  as  fmoke  :  ^he  world  paffeth  away^  and 
the  lujis  thereof  i  John  ii.  17.  All fltfJ) ks  grafs  ;  and  all 
the  goodnefs  thereof  as  a  flower  of  the  field :  the  grafs 
zuithereth  and  the  flower  fadeth  ;  jurely  the  people  is  grafs, 
Ifa.  xl.  6,-    9. 

idly.  We  propofed  next  to  enquire  into  the  emphafis 
of  the  phrafe,  Vanity  of  vanities^  vanity  of  vanities.  Why, 
this  phrafe,  and  the  repetition  of  it,  imports  thefe  fix 
things. 

1.  The  excejftvenefs  of  the  vanity  of  thefe  v/orldly 
things.  Vanity  implies,  that  they  are  not  only  vain,  but 
exceedingly  vain  ;  as  vain  as  vanity  itfelf.  Vanity  of  vaiii- 
ties  is,  in  the  Hebrew,  a  fuperlative  form  of  fpeech, 
to  fct  forth  the  higheji  vanity  :  as  the  Song  offongs  ;  \.  e. 
the  mofl  excellent  fo72g  :  the  King  of  kings  ;  i.  e.  the  ?iiofi 
excellent  king.  So,  Vanity  of  vanity  ;  i.  e.  the  greateft 
vanity, 

2.  It  imports  the  multitude  and  variety  of  vanities  that 
are  heaped  up  in  earthly  things ;  as  Sampfon  fpeaks  in 
another  cafe,  Heaps  upon  heaps.  Judges  xv.  16.  There 
are  vanities  upon  vanities ;  one  heap  upon  the  top  of 
another. 

3.  It  imports  the  flrangericfs  of  thefe  vanities ;  he 
fpeaks  by  way  of  admiration,  to  fliew  the  wonderful  and 
ft  range  vanity  of  thefe  things ;  0  vanity  of  vanities  !  He 
breaketh  forth  into  this  exclamation. 

4.  It  importeth  the  inexprejTablenefs  of  it ;  it  cannot 
be  uttered  with  words :  and  therefore  the, fame  words 
mull  be  uttered  again  and  again  ;  to  iliew  what  we  can- 
not fufficiently  comprehend,  or  exprefs,  the  vanity  ot 
things  below. 

5.  It  imports  xhtferitUty  of  thefe  vanities  of  the  world  ; 

one 
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one  vanity  begets  another :  one  piece  of  vanity  brings 
on  another ;  therefore  called,  Vanity  of  vanities  :  fuch 
vanity  as  is  the  caufe  of  other  vanities. 

6.  It  imports  the  certainty  of  the  vanity  of  v^^orldly 
things,  and  what  imprcliion  it  fhould  have  upon  us, 
when  vanity  is  five  times  repeated  in  this  one  fhort  text : 
thefe  repeated  flrokes  fliould  make  impreflion  upon  us, 
to  affe£t  us  with  the  certainty  of  the  thing.  Surely  all  is 
vanity, 

III.  We  pro(^ed  to  the  third  thing  propofed,  viz.  To 
offer  fome  arguments  to  prove  that  all  is  vain  and  empty  ; 
or  to  prove  the  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world. 

1.  The  world  is  treacherous  ;  it  betrays  both  the  hopes 
and  the  fouls  of  men  at  once.  How  big  is  man  with  ex- 
pe6tations  of  remote  diftant  enjoyments !  Like  a  man 
looking  at  a  picture,  or  flatue,  at  a  diflance ;  but  com- 
ing near  to  it,  and  taking  a  clofe  view,  he  fees  it  but  a 
cheat,  a  dead  lifelefs  thing :  fo,  v/hen  a  man  comes 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  world,  he  falls  infinitely  fliort 
of  his  expedations.  Like  children  that  think  the  cloud 
is  juft  touching  fuch  a  hill,  and  if  they  were  at  it,  they 
would  be  juft  in  the  cloud  ;  and  when  they  go  there, 
they  find  the  cloud  removed  away  to  another  hill. — Yea, 
the  world  betrays  thtfoul^  as  well  as  the  hopes ;  it  be- 
trays a  man's  foul  to  ruin  :  like  fweet  poifon,  that  goes 
dov/n  pleafantly,  but  kills  prefently.  The  filken  cords 
of  the  world  have  taken  away  a  prifoner  ;  and  they  have 
proven  tlieir  fetters,  v/hich  they  could  never  break  again. 
As  Judas  faid  of  our  bleifed  Lord,  JVhomfoever  I  kifs^ 
take  him  ;  bold  him  faji  :  So  the  world,  being  the  devil's 
agent,  fays,  ''  Whomfoever  I  kifs  and  embrace,  and 
*'  embraceth  me  mutually,  and  fetteth  his  heart  upon 
''  me  ;  take  him,  hold  him  fait."  So  the  creature  betrays 
the  foul  as  well  as  the  hope  of  the  man. 

2.  The  world  is  vanity,  becaufe  it  is  vexatious  ;  for, 
All  is  vanity  and  vexativi  of  fpirit^  Eccl.  i.  14.  You 
cannot  grafp  the  thorn  of  this  world  but  you  mufl  be 
hurt. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  pur  chafe  oi  it.  A 
man  fpends  night  and  day  for  a  conqueil :  he  fits  up 
late  and  rifes  early  j  fets  his  invention  upon  the  rack 

how 
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how  to  conquer  fuch  a  fortune,  how  to  make  fuch  a  pur- 
chafe. — The  world  is  vexation  in  the  pojjcjjion  of  it : 
^hen  a  man  hath  it,  what  cares,  what  fears,  what  fo- 
licitude  about  the  keeping  of  it !  He  knows  not  how  to 
fecure  it.  If  but  a  tyle  or  flate  falls  off  his  houfe,  he 
thinks  the  whole  fabric  will  be  down  next.  If  he  takes 
but  a  penny  out  of  a  large  fum,  he  thinks  it  will  melt 
and  diminilh  away  to  nothing.  He  is  vext  in  keeping- 
it. — And  again,  the  world  is  vexation  in  the  lofs  of  it. 
When  the  man  lofes  it,  he  cries,  "  .4las !  they  have  ta-^ 
''  ken  away  my  gods^  and  what  have  I  more  f  My  hope 
*'  is  gone,  my  all  is  gone,  m^y  portion  is  gone." 

3.  The  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world  appears  in  this, 
that  a  little  crofs  will  imbitter  all  the  pleafures  and  enjoy- 
ments of  time.  Solomon  faith,  That  the  dead  fly  makes 
all  the  box  of  the  apothecary^ s  ointment  to  Jlink,  Eccl.  x.  i. 
So  the  whole  box  of  the  world's  greateft:  enjoyments, 
one  fmall  crofs,  fuch  as  a  tooth-ach,  a  touch  of  the 
ftone,  of  the  cholic  or  gout,  will  imbitter  all,  and  make 
all  to  ilink.  We  have  an  eminent  inftance  of  this  in  Ha- 
man.  Either  v.  11,  13.  If  any  man  in  the  world  might 
have  promifed  himfelf  fatisfaAion  from  the  world,  Ha- 
man  now  might  have  done  it :  he  was  raifed  from  a  low 
degree  to  the  highefl  pinacle  and  dignity  of  a  fubje£t ; 
being  the  chief  miniiler  of  (late  to  one  of  the  greateft 
kings  on  earth.  If  a  man  be  born  to  a  great  eflate,  it 
turns,  as  it  v/ere,  natural  to  him ;  it  never  increafes, 
never  elevates  him :  but  promotion  from  a  low  ellate 
to  an  high,  doth  enhance  the  value  of  the  eUate,  and 
gives  a  relifh  to  the  enjoyment,  if  we  may  fpeak  fo. 
Well,  Haman  had  all  riches ;  he  had  a  numerous 
family,  plenty  of  children ;  he  v/as  the  greateft  favourite 
of  the  king,  and  reckoned  himfelf  a  favourite  of  the 
queen  alfo  ;  and  yet  all  this  avails  me  72othing^  faith  he  : 
Why  ?  what  is  the  bufmefs,  man  ?  What  hath  poifoned 
your  box  of  ointment  ?  There  is  a  wretched  Jew,  faith 
he,  an  ill-natured,  ill-mannered  fellow,  that  will  not 
give  me  a  hat,  when  I  go  in  to  the  court,  and  come  out 
again.  And  that  marred  all  his  happinefs,  becaufe  a  poor 
man  would  not  yield  him  obeifance.  A  little  crofs  v/ill 
imbitter  the  greateft  enjoyments. 
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4.  The  world's  emptinefs  and  vanity  appears  in  this, 
that  it  is  fo  changeable^  and  of  fuch  2Lfhort  duration.  It  is 
compared  in  fcripture  to  the  motion  of  an  eagle  ;  Puches 
take  win(TS,  they  fly  a^iuay  as  an  eagle  toward  heaven^  Prov. 
xxiii.  <^.  When  they  fly  away,  they  will  not  fly  like  a 
tamed  bird,  to  return  to  you  again  ;  they  go  away  like 
an  eagle  out  of  fight.  Many  a  man  thinks,  by  his  good 
rights  and  fecuriiy,  by  his  heritable  bonds,  and  the 
like,  he  will  clip  the  wings  of  the  world,  that  it  (liall 
not  fly  away  from  him  :  but  for  all  that,  it  will  take  the 
"Wings  of  the  mornings  whofe  wings  cannot  be  dipt.  The 
world  is  compared  to  the  moon^  Rev.  xii.  i.  which  is 
fometimes  full,  and  fliining  brightly ;  but  inftantly  it 
changes  again.  Men  are  ready  to  fay,  in  a  worldly  fenfe, 
as  David  in  a  fpiritual.  My  mountain  Jiandeth  flrong  ; 
and,  behold  !  inllead  of  health  we  have  ficknefs ;  in- 
ftead  of  reputation,  we  have  difgrace ;  inflead  of  eafe 
we  will  have  pain ;  infliead  of  riches,  we  have  poverty. 

5.  The  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  the  world  appears 
in  this,  that  it  will  never  be  of  fervlce  to  you  in  a  day 
of  need.  Are  vou  in  ficknefs  ?  all  the  riches  of  the 
world  will  not  heal  you  ;  it  will  not  cure  you  of  a  gout 
or  a  gravel :  make  an  experiment  of  it,  lay  your  head 
on  a  pillow  of  gold,  fee  if  that  will  make  you  fleep  found. 
Nay,  all  the  enjoyments  of  time  will  not  eafe  you  of  the 
pain  of  a  cholic.  And  then,  in  the  day  of  death,  when 
death  fays,  "  I  am  coming  ;  I  am  at  the  door  ;  the  tri- 
^'  bunal  is  fixing  to  judge  you  :"  what  will  the  world 
avail  you  i  Nay,  it  cannot  fecure  you  from  the  wrath  of 
God,  from  a  hell,  from  a  tribunal. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  propofed  in  the  general  method, 
was,  To  give  fome  rcafons  of  the  vanity  and  emptinefs 
of  the  world,  and  unfatlsfeidorinefs  thereof.     Why, 

I.  God  alone  is  the  centre  of  a  man's  foul  ;  Chrifl 
alone  is  the  bread  of  life,  the  folid  food  of  the  foul. 
God  is  the  centre  of  the  intelledual  v/orld,  the  centre 
of  fpirits  ;  and  no  reft  fnall  fpirits,  fouls,  have  till  they 
centre  in  him  ;  and  the  foul  that  never  centres  in  him, 
fliall  never  find  reft  to  eternity.  Every  body  hath  its 
centre  j  the  ftone  goes  dovvirvvard,  and  the  fire  goes 
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upward.  Every  body  is,  as  it  were,  in  motion,  or 
hath  a  tendency  to  motion,  if  obftacles  were  out  of 
the  way,  till  it  comes  to  its  centre  :  now,  God  alone 
being  the  centre  of  the  foul,  the  creature  can  never 
give  reft  to  the  foul ;  the  foul  is  ftill  in  difquiet,  till 
it  come  to  a  God  in  Chrift,  which  is  the  true  reft ; 
Return  to  thy  reft^  0  my  foul ^  Pfal.  cxvi.  7.  The  cove- 
tous man,  if  he  has  riches,  will  fay,  Return  to  thy  reji^ 
^'O  my  foul ;  Soid^  thou  haji  goods  laid  up  for  many  years. 
But  he  was  miftaken  of  his  centre  ;  for  he  had  no  reft 
at  all :  he  was  difmherited  that  night,  and  fent  out  the 
world.  No  quarters  for  the  foul  in  the  creature  ;  there 
is  no  fuitablenefs  to  the  foul  in  the  creature.  Why  ? 
The  foul  is  a  fpirit ;  the  creature  is  a  body :  the  foul 
hath  vaft  infinite  dehres ;  the  creature  is  finite  :  the  foul 
is  eternal  and  immortal ;  the  creature  is  but  of  yefter- 
day,  and  periflieth  to-morrow :  and  fo  there  is  no  fuit- 
ablenefs between  the  foul  and  the  creature.  It  is  only 
between  God  and  the  foul  that  there  is  a  fuitablenefs ; 
and  therefore  the  creature  is  empty  and  vain,  and  can- 
not fatisfy  the  vaft  and  immenfe  deures  of  the  immortal 
foul.     But  then, 

2.  There  is  the  curfe  upon  the  creature,  a  manifold 
curfe  ;  a  curfe  by  Adam's  fall,  a  curfe  after  Cain's  mur- 
der, a  curfe  after  the  deludge  :  a  curfe  upon  every  en- 
joyment of  every  wicked  man  ;  He  is  curfed  in  his  haflxct 
andhisftore;  curfed  in  his  children,  curfed  in  his  table, 
curfed  in  all  his  comforts.  How  then  can  the  creature, 
and  worldly  things,  be  any  other  than  vanity  and  empti- 
nefs  to  us,  feeing  the  curfe  is  lying  upon  them  fmce 
the  fall !  Gen.  iii.  17. 

3.  All  is  vanity,  becaufe  of  the  end  for  which  God 
made  them  ;  they  were  made  for  us,  not  we  for  them. 
The  Lord  never  defigned  the  things  of  the  world  for 
the  ufe  that  men  would  turn  them  to,  namely,  to  be  a 
god,  a  portion,  a  happinefs  to  them :  and  therefore 
they  fliall  never  find  an  happinefs   in  them.     And  fo, 

4.  Becaufe  they  feek  happinefs  in  the  creature,  there- 
fore they  (hall  never  find  it  in  the  creature :  becaufe 
they  put  confdence  in  it,  therefore  God  will  blaft  that 
confidence  ;  l^he  Lord  hath  rejected  thy  confidences ;  thou 

Q^q  2  fldcdt 


3o8  7^^  Vanity  of  Earthly  ^Things 

Jhalt  not  prof  per  in  them^  Jer.  ii.  37.  Since  the  fail,  man's 
corruption  makes  him  promife  more  from  the  creature, 
trull:  more  to  it,  and  delight  more  in  it  than  before  :  the 
virtue  of  the  creature  is  on  the  weaning  and  decaying 
hand,  yet  man's  expectation  from  it  is  on  the  waxing 
and  growing  hand.  How  then  can  there  be  any  thing 
but  difappointment  and  emptinefs  ? 

tj.  No  wonder  then  that  it  is  vain,  empty,  and  unfa- 
tisfaclory,  feeing  the  world  is  the  great  occafion  of  fm, 
and  the  fewel  of  lull.  Many  corruptions  are  Itarved  till 
the  world  minifler,  to  their  fupport :  and  it  is  the  root  of 
manifold  fms  ;  '^he  love  of  money ^  the  love  of  the  world, 
h  the  root  of  all  evil.  It  is  the  root  of  damnable  neglect  of 
the  gofpel ;  One  went  to  his  farm^  another  to  his  mercham 
dife^  and  made  light  of  the  gofpel  offer ^  Matth.  xxii.  5.  It 
is  the  root  of  heart-wandering  from  the  Lord,  and  en^ 
wity  againfl:  God  ;  'Vhe  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againfl 
(jod.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
7iot  in  him.  It  is  the  root  ol  tinfruitfidnefs  under  the  means 
of  grace  :  T^he  thorns  of  this  vjorld  choke  the  good  feed  of 
the  word.  It  is  the  root  of  woful  apoftacy  from  the  Lord ; 
Demas  had  forfaken  me^  having  loved  this  prefent  world. 

V.  The  lafl  thins^  propofed  in  the  method,  was  the 
application  of  the  fubjed  ;  which  v/e  fliall  eflay  in  an  ufe 
of  information,  reproof,  lam_entation,  examination,  and 
trial :  and  in  the  whole  iludy  all  brevity. 

Vfe  I.  The  firff  ufe  that  we  m.ake  of  the  dodrine 
then,  is  for  information.  Is  it  fo,  l^hat  all  earthly  things^ 
and  worldly  enjoyments^  are  vain  and  empty  f  Then  we 
may  hence  fee, 

I.  The  folly  of  mankind,  in  placing  their  happinefs 
where  it  never  was.  Men  v/ouid  have  happinefs :  but 
the  general  error  is,  they  imagine  the  creature  can  give 
it ;  and  therefore  they  purfue  pleafure,  and  court  ho- 
nours, and  hoard  up  riches,  thinking  their  happinefs 
lies  there  :  but  they  are  feeking  the  living  among  the  dead  ;  • 
they  are  feeking  hot  water  among  cold  ice,  who  feek 
happinefs  among  the  creatures.  Alas  !  what  a  woful 
exchcmge  do  they  make,  who  fell  their  fouls  commit 
fm,  for  any  earthly  benefit,  which  is  but  vanity  !  Jonah 
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ii.  8.  'They  who  obferve  lying  vanities^  forfake  their  dwti 
mercy.    Temptations  from  earthly  things  may  draw  on 
fin  like  cart- ropes  ;  but  they  are  cart -ropes  of  vanity^  Ifa, 
V.  8. 

2.  See  what  a  great  change  fin  hath  made  in  the  world  ; 
it  doth,  as  it  were,  blaft  the  virtue  and  beauty  of  the 
creature.  The  time  was  before  fm  entered,  when  God 

.  faw  all  the  creatures  to  be  very  good^  Gen.  i.  31.  Now, 
after  fm  hath  blown  upon  them,  he  looks  upon  them  a- 
gain  ;  and,  lo  !  all  is  vanity.  Such  a  change  will  (in 
make  in  us,  and  in  our  counfels  and  courfes,  if  it  be 
not  removed  by  the  blood  of  Chrifl. 

3.  See  what  little  reafon  they  have  to  envy  the  wicked 
of  their  portion  :  they  have  all  their  portion  in  this  worlds 
Pfal.  xvii.  14.  What  a  portion  mufl  it  be,  when  it  is 
but  a  fowing  of  vanity,  and  a  reaping  lies  !  All  is  vani- 
ty and  vexation  of  f pi r it.  Why  fliould  a  godly  man 
grudge  when  he  fees  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,  fee- 
ing it  is  all  their  portion  ?  A  godly  man  may  have  a 
portion  in  the  world  ;  but  he  never  hath  this  world  for 
a  portion  ;  no  :  T^he  lines  are  j alien  to  him  in  more  plea- 
fant  places  ;  he  hath  a  goodly  heritage  :  The  Lord  is  the 
portion  of  his  fouL 

4.  See  that  the  godly  are  no  lofers^  though  they 
fliould  lofe  all  things  in  the  world  for  Chrifl's  fake. 
What  makes  them  venture  the  lofs  of  all  for  the  caufe 
and  interefl  of  Chrift  ?  Why,  they  know  Chrifl  to  be 
all,  and  the  world  nothing  but  vanity.  They  may  eaii- 
ly  forfake  all  things,  and  follow  Chrift ;  for  they  lofe 
but  vanity,  and  reap  folid  comfort,  folid  happinefs.  We 
fee  this  abundantly  clear  from  Mark  x.  29,  30.  Jefus 
fdid^  There  is  no  man  that  hath  left  houfe^  or  brethren,  or 
fiJlerSj  or  father^  or  mother ,  or  -wife,  or  children,  or  lands, 
for  my  fake  and  the  gofpePsy  but  he  fhall  receive  an  hundred 
fold  now  in  this  time,  hoifeSy  and  brethren,  and  ftflers,  and 
mother Sf  and  children,  and  lands,  with  perfecutions  ;  and 
in  the  world  to  come  eternal  life.  This  feems  to  be  a  con- 
tradiction :  but  though  they  lofe  their  houfes  and  larids^ 
&c.  yet  they  fhall  reap  them  equivolently  ;  yea,  what  is 
more  than  the  equivolent ;  they  reap  true  comfort  here, 
and  true  happinefs  hereafter  :  fo  that  their  light  affliBions 
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rtfork  for  thenif  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory. 

Ufe  2.  The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  dodrine, 
is  for  reproof  Since  all  things  here  are  but  vanity^ 
this  doctrine  reproves  thefe  that  fet  their  hearts  upon  va- 
nity^ upon  the  worlds  fo  as  to  forget  God,  and  Chrift, 
and  rehgion,  and  their  fouls :  O  my  dear  friends,  What 
will  it  profit  a  mari^  though  he  gain  the  whole  worlds  if  he 
kfe  his  own  foul  f  All  is  but  wind  and  vanity  that  the 
world  can  aftbrd.  What  will  become  of  the  worldling 
in  the  day  of  death,  when  they  mull:  part  with  thefe 
things  ?  What  a  miferable  parting  muft  it  be,  if  you  have 
no  other  thing  for  your  happinefs  !  I  mean  not  to  per- 
fuade  men  to  a  voluntary  poverty ;  fo  the  church  of 
Rome  make  fome  of  her  votaries  fwear  to  be  beggars 
all  their  life -time  ;  and  they  have  gone,  and  abflracted 
from  all  fccular  aifairs,  under  pretence  of  employing 
themfelves  wholly  in  devotion :  and  yet  many  of  them 
are  fo  ignorant,  that  thy  know  nothing  at  all  of  religi- 
on. I  have  read  of  one  who  lived  always  in  a  moun- 
tain, and  was  appointed  to  fpend  his  whole  time  in  re- 
ligion :  and  he  told  that  he  cried  to  God,  and  faid  his 
Fater-Nojler  all  the  day,  over  and  over,  and  over  again, 
to  the  Virgin  Mary  :  juil  a  horrible  blunder  in  religion, 
a  d'amnable  delufion,  that  no  man,  in  his  wits,  could  be 
guilty  of.  They  think,  that  by  turning  to  a  folitary 
<ltfart,  and  abdrad:  life,  they  may  overcome  the  world: 
but  as  Luther  faith  well  concerning  it,  "  A  monk  in 
his  clofet  fays,  he  thinks  he  is  crucified  to  the  world, 
and  the  world  to  him ;  but,  alas !  poor  wretch, 
he  is  crucified  to  Chrifl,  and  Chrifl  is  a  itranger  to 
him." 

But,  Sirs,  the  thing  that  we  are  reproving  is,  that 
the  world  gets  fo  much  of  your  heart,  and  God  fo  little. 
The  creature  fliould  have  but  a  fmall  portion  of  your 
affeclions,  if  it  be  not  the  creature,  but  God,  that  is 
your  portion.  But,  alas !  many  are  like  the  great 
man,  that,  being  afked  if  ever  he  faw  an  eclipfe  of  the 
fun,  faid,  "  He  had  fo  much  adoe  upon  earth,  he  never 
h2i<X  time  to  look  up  to  heaven."    Jufl  fo  may  it  be  faid 
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of  multitudes  in  the  world,  they  are  fo  much  taken  up 
with  the  things  of  time,  the  vain  and  perifliing  things 
of  the  world,  they  never  get  time  to  look  up  unto,  and 
call  upon  God.  Therefore  we  have  reafon  to  bewail 
the  matter. 

life  3.  Let  our  next  ufe  then  be  for  lamentation ^  that 
,notwithflanding  of  the  vanity  of  the  worlds  yet  many 
difcover  themfelves  to  be  wholly  dejiitiite  of  religion^  by 
their  inordinate  defire  after  the  world.  For  clearing 
this,  I  would  Ihew  you,  i.  What  fort  of  a  defire  the 
wicked  have  after  the  world.  2.  Prove  and  make  it 
evident,  that  their  deftres  are  after  thcfe  vanities, 
3.  Shew  whence  it  is.  4.  Point  out  the  evil  of  it. 
And  in  all  thefe  we  will  fee  much  ground  of  lamenta- 
tion. 

[i.]  What yor^  of  a  defire  is  it  that  the  wicked  have 
after  the  world.  Here  we  Ihall  condefcend  on  a  four- 
fold defire  they  difcover  themfelves  to  have  after  the 
world.  ^ 

1.  It  is  an  origmal  defire  ;  they  are  born  with  a  world 
in  their  heart :  any  thing  in  the  world  is  better  to  them 
than  God,  or  Chrift.  Had  we  continued  in  our  origi- 
nal, primitive  integrity,  the  firfl  words  of  the  infant  would 
have  been,  the  praifes  of  God  ;  the  firil  breathings  would 
have  been  after  communion  with  God  :  but  now  they 
are  after  the  world,  and  earthly  things,  which  gratify 
the  outward  fenfes. 

2.  It  is  univerfal^  after  any  thing  that  is  in  the 
v^^orld  ;  Who  ijuill  jhew  us  any  good  f  The  beggar,  who 
wants  grace,  before  he  make  God  his  portion,  he 
will  rather  make  his  ftaif  or  his  meal-pock  his  portion  ; 
as  well  as  the  king  his  crown,  or  kingdom  :  Who  ivill 

fhew  us  any  goodf  2ir\j  good  whatfoever,  Pfal.  iv.  6. 

3.  It  is  ?ifirong  and  violent  defire  they  have  after  the 
world  :  notwithftandlng  all  the  experience  they  have  of 
the  emptlnefs  and  vanity  of  the  world  ;  yet  they  pant 
after  the  duff  of  the  earth.  If  a  man  was  panting  for 
breath,  he  would  pant  after  the  free  air :  but  to  pant 
after  the  dull,  that  flops  the-  breath,  that  is  very 
flrange ! 
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4.  It  is  a  grow'mg  defire  that  the  wicked  have  after 
the  world :  the  more  they  drink,  the  more  their  third 
increafes.  O,  faith  the  man,  if  I  had  a  hundred  pound 
a  year,  I  would  live  on  it.  Well,  perhaps  he  gets  it. 
Is  he  now  pleafed  and  fatisfied  ?  No.  O,  if  I  had  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year,  I  could  be  content.  Well,  per- 
haps he  gets  it.  Is  he  content  ?  No.  He  would  have  a 
milhon.  Well,  if  he  gets  that,  is  he  fatisfied  ?  No,  by 
no  means.  I  would  have  a  kingdom,  a  crown.  Well, 
if  he  gets  that,  is  he  content  ?  No.  I  mufl  be  the  fon 
of  Jupiter ;  I  mufl  be  a  little  god,  and  an  univerfal 
monarch.  Well,  is  Alexander  the  great  content  with 
the  whole  world  under  his  command  ?    No.    0  if  there 

were  more  worlds  for  me  to  conquer ! There  is  the 

nature  of  the  defire  that  the  wicked  have  after  the 
world. 

[2.]  The  fecond  thing  on  this  ufe  was.  To  prove  and 
make  it  evident,  that  the  defire  of  the  wicked  is  after 
the  world.  This  will  appear  evident,  if  we  confider 
thefe  four  things. 

I .  It  is  clear  from  this,    that  they  make  the  world 

\}i\Q\x  portion  ;  they  are  content  v/ith  it,  they  feek  nothing 

elfe :  Freferve  ?ne^  0  Lord^  from  the  man  that  hath  his 

portion  in  this  life^  whofe  belly  thoufilleft  with  thy  hid  trea- 

furesy  Pfalm  xvii.  14. 

1.  It  is  clear  from  this,  that  they  prefer  the  world  to 
all  the  duties  of  religion,  and  ordinances  of  divine  wor- 
fhip  :  if  Chrifl  and  the  world  come  in  competition,  they 
choofe  the  world  and  let  Chriff  go.  Public  ordinances, 
family  worfliip,  fecret  and  focial  prayer,  all  mufl  ftand 
by,  that  the  world  may  get  room.  The  gofpel  is  flight- 
ed ;  Why  ?  They  choofe  their  farms  and  Dierchandife^ 
and  their  hearts  are  wedded  to  thefe ;  they  will  not  be 
efpoufed  to  the  Son  of  God. 

3.  That  the  wicked  defire  the  world  is  clear,  if  wc 
confider  the  unwearied  pains  and  diligence  they  are  at  a- 
bout  the  w^orld.  O  what  toil  and  travel !  What  racking 
of  thought,  late  and  early,  will  they  have  about  the 
world  1  What  joy  will  they  have  about  a  good  worldly 
bargain  !  More  joy  than  ever  they  had  in  hearing,  pray- 
ing, reading,  or  any  religious  duty  :  they  have  gladncfs 

when 
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when  their  corn  and  wine  increafetb.  What  forrow, 
what  tormenting  grief  are  they  haunted  with,  when  they 
lofe  the  world  !  Then  they  fay,  with  Micah,  They  have 
taken  away  my  gods^  and  what  have  I  more  f  They  think 
nothing  of  God,  or  Chrift,  or  heaven,  if  they  want  the 
world. 

4.  It  appears  from  this,  they  will  not  Hand  to  commit 
the  greateji  ftn,  to  make  a  purchafe.  If  they  can  any 
way  in  the  world  purchafe  an  eftate,  or  a  fum  of  mo-» 
ney,  even  with  the  lofs  of  their  foul,  they  think  they 
have  made  a  good  bargain.  Judas  thought  he  had  made 
a  good  bargain,  when  he  had  fold  the  Prince  of  life  for 
thirty  pieces  of  filver.  Demas  hath  for fakeyi  me^  having 
loved  this  prefent  world. 

[3.]  We  propofsd  next  to  enquire,  whence  is  it, 
that  wicked,  carnal  perfons  have  fuch  a  defire  after  the 
world. 

1.  Man  hath  r\o  f elf -fiifficiency ;  he  cannot,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  himfelf,  be  happy  :  hence  he  reckons 
himfelf  miferable  to  be  alone.  Ariflotle  faid,  "  A  man 
*'  that  could  live  alone,  was  either  a  God,  or  an  idiot." 
Now,  man  feeks  to  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of 
fomething  befides  himfelf:  but  he  miffes  the  true 
mark,  and  fo  feeks  it  in  the  world,  where  it  cannot  be 
found. 

2.  God,  who  only  can  fatisfy  the  foul,  Is  out  of 
fight :  he  is  to  them  an  unknown  God  ;  The  world  by 
wifdo?ri  knew  not  God,  They  are  deftroyed  for  lack  of 
knowledge^  faving  knowledge. 

3.  The  world  is  at  hand^  and  a  well-garnillied  world: 
this  little  ball,  full  of  vv^ind  and  vanity,  blown  up  in  the 
air,  it  fparkles  and  fhines  with  a  luilre  and  beauty,  in 
their  eye  \  and  they  are,  like  children,  mightily  taken 
with  it. 

4.  Becaufe  of  the  vanity  of  the  heart.  There  is  a 
world  within  them,  anfwering  the  world  without  them: 
the  luft  of  the  eye  within,  anfwering  the  riches  of 
the  world  without ;  the  lujl  of  the  flcf?  within,  an- 
fwering the  fordid  pleafures  of  the  world  without ;  the 
pride  of  life^  anfwering  to  the  honours  and  grandeur  of 
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the  world.     And  thus  the  world  within  them  draws  out 
the  delire  after  the  world  without  them. 

[4.]  We  would  next  fliew  the  evil  of  this,  to  have 
the  defire  running  only  out  after  the  world.     Why, 

1 .  It  is  idolatry  ;  hence  covetoufnefs  is  called  idolatry^ 
and  ranked,  by  the  apoftle,  amongil  the  other  things 
which  are  to  be  mortified^  Col.  iii.  5.  Many  worfliip 
gold  in  the  coin,  that  will  not  worfhip  it  in  the  image : 
They  fay  to  fitie  gold.  Thou  art  my  confidence, 

2.  It  \%facrilege.  The  heart  and  afFedions  of  a  man 
are  like  the  royal  mines  that  are  annexed  to  the  crown. 
The  heart  of  a  man,  his  love  and  delight,  Ihould  be 
devoted  to  God,  and  confecrated  to  him.  Why  hath 
God  given  him  fuch  vafl  defires  ?  Was  it  to  throw  them 
out  upon  the  world  ?  No  furely. 

3.  It  is  monftrous  folly  to  let  the  foul  run  out  upon 
the  world  :  Be  afiomfhed^  0  heavens  !  Why  ?  what  is 
the  matter  ?  JSiy  people  have  committed  two  great  evils  ; 
they  have  forfaken  me,  the  fountain  of  Uvin^^  waters,  and 
he7ved  out  to  themfelves  ctflems,  broken  cifterns  that  can 
hold  no  water,  Jer.  ii.  12,  13.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to 
conclude,  that  there  is  more  excellency  in  the  dream, 
than  in  the  fountain  j  in  the  creature,  than  in  the  Crea- 
tor. 

4.  It  is  a  degrading  of  the  foul.  If  you  faw  an  angel 
licking  the  dung-hill,  would  you  not  fay,  that  is  not 
food  for  fuch  a  glorious  creature  ?  It  is  far  below  it. 
Our  fouls  are  the  younger  brethren  of  angels,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  exprelfion.  Who  can  tell  the  dif- 
ference exadly  between  the  nature  of  angeis  and  the 
fouls  of  men  ?  Now,  for  that  heaven-born  foul  to  lick 
the  dud  of  the  curfed  ferpent ;  what  a  dep:rading  of  ft 
is  this !  —  Is  not  all  this  then  matter  of  lamentaion,  that 
Chriit  is  defpifed,  and  the  world  embraced  ? 

Ufc  4.  The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  doctrine 
may  be  for  examination.  Try  then  whether  you  be 
weaned  from  the  vain  Vvorld,  yea  or  not. 

1.  Are  you  content  and  fatished  with  a  little  of  the 
world's  goodf  And  can  you  bear  much  of  the  world's 
cvilt   Have  you  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrid,  even  fuch  as 

darkens 
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darkens  all  the  glory  and  excellency  of  the  world  ;  and 
been  brought  to  conlider,  that  you  have  a  better  porti- 
on than  the  vanity  of  time  ?  Can  you  confider,  that  the 
Heir  of  cdl  things,  the  Son  of  God,  had  no  place  to  lay 
his  head,  had  not  a  penny  in  his  purfe  ?  Women  came 
and  minijiered  unto  him  ;  a  fiih  came  and  gave  him  as 
much  as  paid  his  tribute  to  Casfar.  Are  you  deaf  to 
the  reproaches  of  the  world,  fo  ^  as  the  lofs  of  its  ap- 
plaufe  doth  not  break  your  heart  ?  Are  you  deaf  to  the 
profits  and  honours  of  the  world,  fo  as  the  want  of  them 
doth  not  afflid  you  ? 

2.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  vanity  of  the  world, 
then  you  will  bear  the  wa?it  of  the  world  with  profound 
fubmilTion.  If  God,  in  providence,  takes  your  houfes, 
your  lands,  your  children,  your  riches,  your  loving 
friends  and  dear  relatives,  you  will  lay  your  hand  on 
your  mouth,  and  your  mouth  in  the  duft,  and  juftify 
God  ;  In  all  this  Job  finned  not.  You  will  fee  your  all 
in  God  and  Chrift ;  My  God  liveth,  he  is  7nine  inhe- 
ritance :  for  you  cannot  be  difmherited,  if  God  be  a- 
live.  Whereas  the  wicked  faith,  in  this  cafe.  They  have 
taken  away  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more  ?  Their  all  is 
gone. 

3.  If  weaned  from  the  world,  your  affedlions  will  not 
ehh  2indiflozv  with  the  world.  There  are  fome  fountains 
that  have  immediate  communication  with  the  fea :  when- 
ever the  fea  flows,  they  flow  ;  when  the  fea  ebbs,  they 
ebb  and  dry  up.  If  it  be  thus  with  you,  when  the 
candle  of  providence  fliines  upon  your  tabernacle,  then 
you  rejoice  at  it  and  dance  to  it ;  and  when  it  is  remov- 
ed, then  you  roar,  and  weep,  and  pay  a  tribute  of  tears : 
this  is  a  token  you  are  not  weaned  from  the  world.  As 
for  the  believer,  when  the  world  goes  out,  the  Lord 
comes  in  its  room,  and  makes  him  joyful  and  cheary : 
and  this  has  fuch  an  efled  upon  him,  that  he  would  be 
content  to  loofe  a  wife,  a  child,  a  worldly  comfort  e- 
very  day,  upon  condition  he  got  God  in  the  room  of 
them. 

4.  If  you  be  weaned  from  the  world,  you  will  know 
what  it  is  to  carry  your  clofet  frame  to  your  worldly  af- 
fairs with  you.     There  are  fome  people  who  have  more 
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of  God  upon  their  fpirit,  more  fellowfhip  with  heaven 
in  their  fhop,  felling  their  wares,  or  when  they  are  a- 
bout  fecular  work,  than  others  have  in  their  clofet  up- 
on their  knees  :  more  of  God  fitting  at  their  trade, 
than  others  in  the  houfe  of  God,  hearing  a  good  fermon. 
Some  will  have  more  intercourfe  with  Heaven,  at  their 
own  table,  than  ever  the  worldling  had  at  a  communion 
table.  They  carry  a  heavenly  frame  to  their  worldly 
and  earthly  emxployment.  As  for  others,  they  bring 
the  world  dill  along  with  them ;  they  bring  it  to  the 
church,  as  well  as  to  the  market ;  they  are  glued  to  it. 

Ufc  5.  We  fliall  improve  the  doctrine  in  an  ufe  of  ex- 
hortation. If  all  be  variity^  then,  O  feek  to  have  your 
hearts  difingaged  from  all  things  in  the  world :  be  per- 
fuaded  to  forfake  lying  vafiities,  Jonah  ii.  8.  If  it  be 
enquired,  E'^hat  is  it  to  forfake  the  world  f  We  might 
give  both  a  negative  and  a  pofitive  reply  to  this.  Ne- 
gatively ;  It  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world.  It  is  not  to 
forfake  perfonal  fociety  ;  though  a  vitious  fociety  muft 
be  forfaken.  It  is  not  to  vow  a  voluntary  poverty,  with 
the  FapipLS.  It  is  not  to  be  idle  and  improvident. — But, 
■pofttively^  we  are  to  forfake  it  in  the  four  following  re- 
fpeds. 

1 .  In  refpe^l  of  the  itmnoderate  ife  of  the  enjoyment 
of  the  world,  i  Cor.  vii.  29,  30,  31.  We  are  to  ufe  it 
as  ftewards  that  are  to  give  an  account. 

2.  In  rcfped:  oi  fervice.  Be  not  fervants  or  Haves  to 
it ;  For  yoii  cannot  both  ferve  God  and  Mammon, 

3.  In  refpeft  of  confidence  :  truft  not  to  it.  Although 
you  have  worldly  advantages,  make  them  not  your  flaff, 
your  flay,  your  choice  jewels. 

4.  In  refpedl  of  adherence  :  be  not  glued  to  the 
world.  Let  not  the  world  be  like  the  fldn  on  the 
hand,  that  will  not  eafily  come  oif ;  but  like  the  glove 
on  your  hand,  or  the  hat  on  your  head,  that  you  can 
eafily  part  with. 

I'ry  your  repentance  by  this  do6lrine,  which  was  the 
evidence  of  Solomon's  repentance.  Such  as  fee  nothing 
but  glory  and  goodnefs,  in  thefe  outward  things,  Satan 

hath 
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hath  bewitched  them,  Matth.  iv.  8. ;  but  fuch  as  fee 
the  extreme  vanity  of  them,  have  repented  with  Solo- 
mon. 

We  fliall  new  conclude  the  fubjed:,  by  laying  before 
you  the  following  remedies  againil  a  Vi^orldly  difpofiti- 
on.  Confider,  for  this  end,  the  fix  following  particu- 
lars. 

1.  Thefe  vanities  will  not  yield  you  pleafure  in  the 
time  of  the  greateft  trouble  :  they  cannot  eafe  you  of 
the  leafl  pain.  When  you  make  a  gafli  in  your  con- 
fcience,-and  wound  your  fpirit,  and  fo  expofe  yourfelves 
to  the  wrath  of  God,  what  will  the  things  of  the  world 
avail  you  ?  Who  loved  the  world  better  than  Judas  did? 
But  when  God  burnt  his  fingers  with  it,  if  we  may  be 
allowed  the  expreiTion,  then  he  threw  it  away  with  a 
fury.  What  will  become  of  you  at  death,  man  ?  Will 
it  be  any  comfort  to  you,  that  you  die  in  a  well  hung 
room  ?  or  that  your  chamber  floor  is  laid  with  filver  ? 
or  that  you  die  poffefled  of  fuch  a  large  eflate,  or  ample 
fortune  ?  Will  not  the  man  then  cry  out,  "  O  if  I  had 

but  fpent  fome  of  this  time  in  fecuring  an  intereif  in 
Chrift,  that  I  have  bellowed  in  hunting  after  the 
world,  that  can  now  Hand  me  in  no  flead !'' 

2.  Seek  a  law-work  ;  fomething  of  it  is  abfolutcly  ne- 
ceflary  to  Ihake  the  world  out  of  its  place  :  He  will  Jhake 
heaven  and  earthy  Heb.  xii.  26.  People  will  never  leave 
the  world  till  God  fhake  it  out  of  their  heart. 

3.  Be  converfant  with  your  own  fenfible  experience  of 
the  world.  Have  you  never  found  the  vanity  and  empti- 
nefs  of  it  ?  Nay,  hath  it  never  been  a  fling  and  gall  to 
your  poor  foul,  that  the  world  hath  got  all  your  time, 
thought,  and  care  ? 

4.  Be  perfuaded,  that  God  in  Chrifl  is  the  only  good. 
Seek  the  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  in  Chrifl.  Per- 
fons  may  harangue  never  fo  long  about  the  world's 
emptinefs  and  vanity ;  but  they  will  never  part  with  it 
till  they  get  fomething  better  in  the  room  of  it.  Some- 
thing the  man  mufl  have  to  fet  his  heart  upon  :  There- 
fore, till  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrifl  be  dlfcovered 
to  the  foul,  fo  as  your  foul's  defire  run  out  after  him, 

the 
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the  hufks  of  the  world  will  be  your  portion.  People 
may  think  it  is  their  principle,  that  the  world  is  but  va- 
nity ;  yet  (till  they  are  taken  up  with  the  vanity  there- 
of, till  they  fee  the  glory  of  God.  The  Lord  is  a  full 
and  fufficicnt  good  :  he  is  a  proportionable  good,  fuit- 
ing  the  foul :  he  is  an  everlailing  good,  fuiting  the  im- 
mortal foul. 

5.  Believe  the  providence  of  God:  he  that  made  the 
world  by  creation,  doth  flill  preferve  it  by  providence, 
alioting  every  man  his  portion ;  and  by  making  every 
man*s  condition,  in  the  world,  befL  for  him  :  7mr  hea- 
venly Father  takeih  care  of  you.  faith  Chrift. 

6.  O  beware  of  valuing  yourfelves  for  what  you  have 
of  the  world :  I  alTure  you,  in  God's  name,  it  will  be 
one  of  your  challanges  when  death  comes,  or  fome  time 
a  day  or  other,  Oh  !  1  neglected  r.iy  poor  foul !  Like  the 
woman  that  left  her  child  in  the  flame  ;  many  leave  their 
foul  thus,  to  be  confumed  in  the  flame  of  divine  wrath. 
Seek  to  have  Chrift  for  your  everlafting  portion.  Many 
fay.  Who  willjloew  us  any  goodf  But  fay  you.  Lord.  lift 
thou  upon  me  the  light  of  thy  countenance ;  then  fh all  I  have 
more  gladnefs  than  they^  when  their  corn  and  wine  a- 
hounds.  Never  reft  till  you  came  to  that.  Whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  thee  f  And  then  you  will  be  able  to  fay  alfo. 
When  hearty  andflefh^  and  all  fail  ^  the  Lord  is  the  firength 
of  iny  hearty  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

7.  Take  up  Luther's  refolution,  that  you  will  not  be 
put  off  witli  this  world  for  a  portion.  If  God,  for  ho- 
ly ends,  fee  fit  to  imbitter  worldly  felicity  to  you.  pray 
for  weaning  influences,  improve  weaning  difpenfations, 
and  weaning  words,  weaning  rods,  and  weaning  ordi- 
nances. 
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Self-Conceit  incident  to  a  Multi- 
tude of  Tr  of  efjors ;  or,  the  imagina- 
ry pure  Generation  found  lioi  walhed 
from  their  Pollution  ^. 

P  RO  V.    XXX.    12. 

'There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^  and 
yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their  flthlnefs, 

TH  E  fubjects  I  lately  treated,  as  formerly  obferv- 
ed  |,  hold  out  to  us,  i.  The  Father's  exhibiti- 
on of  Chrifl,  faying,  /  have  given  thee  for  a  covenant  of 
the  people.  2.  The  Spirit's  operation  upon  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  in  order  to  his  being  known  and  believ- 
ed in  ;  He  Jhall  tejiify  of  me.  3.  The  Son's  declaration 
of  his  own  excellency,  as  being  God  equal  with  the 
Father  ;  /  and  my  Father  are  one.  And  fo  Father  Son 
and  Holy  Ghofl  concur  in  their  commendation  of  him 
to  us.  But,  4.  We  treated  a  little  of  the  world's 
dlfaprohatlon  of  this  glorious  One,  and  their  harfli  en- 
tertainment of  him ;  Behold^  I  and  the  childreii  whom 
the  Lord  hath  given  me^  are  for  figns  and  for  wonders  in 
IfraelX*  And  now,  5.  This  text  may  be  looked  upon  as 
the  ground  and  reafon^  why  there  are  fo  many,  even  in 
Ifrael,  that  entertain  Chrill  and  his  followers  with  marks 
of  reproach^  and  look  upon  them  as  ftgns  and  wonders : 
why  ?  There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes^  and  yet  are  not  wafJ:)ed  from  their  flthlnefs.     There 

*  This  fubje(5l  was  handled  In  feveral  dlfconrfes;  tut  we  are 
uncertain  when  or  where  delivered  :  though  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, they  were  preached  in  his  own  church  at  Dunfermline, 
feme  time  in  the  year  1723.  The  place  they  have  in  his  notes feems 
to  determine  it.     This  is  the  fecond  impreffion. 

t  See  Serm.  VI.  p.  249.  X  Sec  Serm,  VI.  p.  249. 
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felf-concelt  makes  them  value  themfelves,  to  the  under- 
vaUiing  and  contemning  of  others  :  though  yet,  while 
they  fuppofe  themfelves  to  be  pure,  their  impurity  re- 
mains. 

We  may  obferve  two  forts  of  perfons  in  the  vifible 
church. 

1.  Some  truly  exerdfed perfons^  who,  looking  more 
to  their  fpots  and  weaknelTes,  than  to  their  graces  and 
privileges,  are  ready  to  conclude  themfelves  to  be  hy- 
pocrites and  diffemblers  with  God.  There  are  a  few 
of  thefe. 

2.  There  are  thofe  who  have  nothing  but  a  profefjion 
of  religion^  being  ftrangers  to  \\\^  power  of  it ;  yet  en- 
tertain an  high  opinion  of  themfelves :  who,  looking  more 
to  their  feeming  righteoufnefs,  than  to  their  real  cafes ; 
more  to  their  gifts  than  to  their  fpots,  conceive  them- 
felves to  be,  v/hat  they  really  are  not.  They  have  an  high 
conceit,  a  towering  imagination,  and  raifed  opinion  of 
themfelves  ;  and  there  is  a  multitude  of  fuch :  ne?'e  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  ov:n  eyes,  and  yet  are  not 
wafhed  from  their fiithinefs. 

This  chapter  contains,  i.  Agwrh  confejjion  of  faith. 
2.  YW^  prayer^  and  the  parts  of  it.  3.  fiis  fixfold  qua- 
ternary ;  that  is,  his  coupling  of  four  things  together, 
and  making  a  comparifon  among  them ;  as  you  may 
fee  them  divided  in  the  contents  of  the  chapter,  upon 
fome  of  your  Bibles. — The  firjl  four  is  a  fourfold  gene- 
ration of  fmners  that  are  moil  deteflable  to  God  :  though 
this  be  not  exprelfed,  yet  it  is  clearly  implied  ;  and  you 
will  find  a  parallel  where  it  is  exprelfed,  Prov.  vi.  16. 
Now,  of  the  four  generations  he  here  fpeaks  of,  the 
fecond  is  in  our  text :  ^generation  that  are  pure  m  their 
ozvn  eyes  J  yet  are  not  wajhed  from  their  filth  inefs.  The 
fcope  whereof  is  to  fliew,  That  it  is  a  fault  incident  to 
vafl  multitudes,  to  have  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves, 
while  yet  they  are  naught ;  to  think  themfelves  pure, 
while  yet  they  are  impure  :  they  take  external  reforma- 
tion for  true  converfion  ;  outfide  hollnefs,  for  inward 
fanclification  ;  and  common  grace  for  faving. 

In  the  text  thefe  perfons  are  defcribed  two  ways  ;  both 
negatively  and  pcfitively. 

I.  l^e^a^ 
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1 .  Negatively^  from  what  they  are  not  in  reality  ; 
they  are  not  wajljed  from  their  flthinefs  :  where,  as  the 
defilement  of  fin  is  expreffed  by  the  word  filthinefs^  fig- 
nifying  excrement^  and  denoting  the  pollution  and  de- 
filement of  fm  ;  fo  the  neceflity  of  purify  is  fuppoied  ; 
they  are  not  wajhcd :    they  were  never  cleanfed  in  the 

fountain  opened  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs  ;  they  never 
wajhed  their  robes^  and  7nade  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb ;  their  hearts  and  natures  remain  polluted, 
and  under  the  power  of  corruption. 

2.  They  are  defcribed  pofitively^  from  what  they  are 
in  their  own  opinion  :  they  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  : 
they  have  a  fpititual  pride.  For  it  is  of  this,  I  think, 
the  text  chiefly  means :  becaufe  carnal  pride  is  fpoken 
of,  ver.  13.  They  have  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves. 
And  they  are  fet  forth  by  their  number  :  There  is  a  ge- 
neration of  fuch.     This  word  is  fometimes  taken  for  the 

fuccelfion  of  one  age  to  another.  Sometimes  it  imports 
a  multitude  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  I  chiefly  take  it :  There 
is  a  multitude  of  people  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes^ 
yet  are  not  ivafjjed  from  their  filthinefs. 

The  farther  explication  I  refer  to  the  profecution  of 
thefe  three  doctrines,  i.  T^ hat  fin  is  an  impure  thing, 
of  a  polluting  and  defiling  nature,  2,  ^hat  purity  is  an 
excellent  thingy  and  of  abfolute  necejjity  to  denominate  a 
true  flint.  Whatever  we  think  of  ourfelves,  if  we  be 
not  waflien  from  this  defilement,  we  are  naught. 
3.  That  f elf -conceit  is  incident  to  a  7nidtitude  of  profcjfors* 
Many  who  are  mofl  impure,  do  yet  look  on  themfelves 
as  pure,  and  labour  under  a  fad  and  woful  delufion  ;  a 
grofs  and  damnable  miilake,  about  the  ftate  of  their 
immortal  fouls  :  they  have  a  good  heart,  they  think  ; 
and  yet,  alas  1  it  is  the  word  part  about  them.  There 
is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  ozvn  eyeSt  and  yet  are 
not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  tv/o  former  doftrines 
are  clearly  implied,  the  lafl  is  plainly  expreffed,  and  is 
what  I  mainly  defigned  in  fixing  on  the  text :  but  I  Ihall 
touch  at  the  two  other  alfo.  '  I  begin  v/ith  the  firfl  01 
thefe,  and  would  fpeak  a  little  to  it  at  the  time. 

Vo  L.  1.  S  s  DocT.  L 
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DoCT.  I.  That  fin  is  a  pollution  and  defilement. 

The  method  we  propofe  for  handhng  this  fubje6:, 
through  divine  aid,  Ihall  be  the  following, 

I.  We  would  confider  what  the  fcripture  faith  about 
the  pollution  of  fm. 

II.  We  would  compare  the  pollution  of  fm  with  the 
guilt  of  fm,  for  clearing  the  difference  between  the 
one  and  the  other  ;  and  for  evidencing  the  great- 
nefs  of  this  deiilement. 

III.  Speak  of  the  nature  and  qualities  of  this,  pollu* 
tion. 

IV.  We  would  fliew  ivhence  this  pollution  comes,  and 
how  it  is  derived  into  the  world. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubjed. 

I.  The  firft  thing  propofed  was.  To  confider  what 
x}At  fcripture  faith  about  the  pollution  of  fm.  Indeed  the 
fcripture  compares  it  to  all  the  greateft  deformities  ima- 
ginable. Sometimes  it  is  compared  to  the  blood  and 
pollution  of  a  new  horn  infant^  Ezek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6, 
Sometimes  to  a  dead  body^  or  a  rotten  carcafe^  hanging 
upon  a  man,  Rom.  vii.  24.  0  wretched  man  that  I  am  ! 
who  fb.all  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death  f 
Sometimes  to  2.flinking  exhalation  of  a  green  open  grave, 
and  the  rottennefs  of  the  land  of  darknefs,  Rom.  iii.  13. 
Sometimes  to  the  poifon  of  afps^  or  fcrpents^  Rom.  iii.  13. 
Sometimes  to  the  vomit  of  a  dog,  and  the  puddle  of  fwiney 
2  Pet.  ii.  22.  Sometimes  to  a  canker,  or  gangrene 
2  Tim.  ii.  17.  Sometimes  to  the  dung  of  filthy  crea- 
tures, Phil.  iii.  8. ;  or  human  dung :  we  read  of  the 
dung  of  mens  facrifices  cafl  in  their  faces.  Sometimes 
to  the  plague  and  pefiilence,  to  a  putrifyingfore,  Ifa.  i.  6. 

But,  not  to  name  any  more  ;  furely  if  fin  had  not 

been  fuch  a  pollution  and  abomination,  the  Spirit  of 
God  would  not  have  made  ufe  of  fo  many  terms,  to  lay 
before  us  the  odious  nature '  of  it :  yet  none  of  thefe 
things,  to  fpeak  properly,  are  pollutions  in  themfelves, 
being  part  of  the  ornament  of  the  creation,  though 
they  be  poifon  to  man,  or  difagreeable  to  our  fenfes : 

but 
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but  fm  is  ugly  in  itfdf,  and  in  the  eye  of  God  and  holy 
angels. 

11.  The  fecond  tlimg  WTus,  To  compare  the  pollution  oi 
fin  and  the  gui/t  of  fm  together. 

1.  The  pollution  of  fm  hath  a  reference  to  the  co?n- 
jnand  and  precept :  the  guilt  of  fm  hath  a  reference  to 
the  threatening  and  execution,  God  injoins  us  to  do  fo 
""and  fo ;  we  do  it  not :  or  he  forbids  us  to  do,  and  we  do 
it :  here  is  the  ftain,  blot,  and  pollution  of  fm  ;  being 
a  deformity  of  foul,  and  contrariety  to  the  law  of  God. 
The  pollution  of  (in  hath  a  relation  to  the  commayid ;  the 
guilt  of  fm  looks  to  the  fQnBion  :  whoever  fms  fliail  die, 
fhall  be  puniilied ;  guilt  looks  to  that. 

2.  The  pollution  of  fm  looks  more  directly  to  the  ho- 
linefs  of  God ;    the  guilt  of  fm  hath  a  relation  to  the 

jujiice  of  God.  The  pollution  of  fm  is  the  dire<5l  op- 
pofite  to  that  purity  that  is  in  him  ;  it  is  a  direft  contra- 
riety to  his  holinefs :  but  guilt  looks  to  the  juflice  of 
God,  which  chains  the  moral  evil  and  the  penal  evil  to- 
gether. 

3.  Though  guilt  of  itfeif,  properly  fpeaking,  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  a  good  thing,  it  being  evil  to  the  rebel  and 
criminal ;  yet  it  is  a  good  thing  that  fm  fhould  be  pu- 
niilied with  fuffcring,  and  mifery,  and  hell :  it  is  the 
emanation  of  God's  juflice  and  fan(Stion  of  his  law,  and 
obligation  upon  the  rebel,  to  give  God  as  much  glory 
by  his  fuifering,  as  he  robbed  him  of  by  his  fm.     This 

s  guilt  in  a  manner  brings  all  into  order  again.  The  /><?- 
'  lution  of  fm  breaks  the  order  of  the  univerfe  :  that  mo- 
ral dependence,  that  the  intellecfual  reafonable  world 
had  upon  their  Maker,  is  broken  by  the  pollution  of 
fm  :  but  guilt,  by  puniihment,  brings  all  into  order  a- 
gain  ;  while  either  the  guilty  man  fuffers  in  his  own 
perfon,  which,  alas !  he  can  never  fully  do ;  or  his 
guilt  is  transferred  upon  a  Surety. 

4.  The  pollution  of  fm  is  infeperahlc  from  it.  Though 
fm  be  pardoned,  it  is  fliil  pollution :  but  guilt  may  be 

feparate  from  fm.  There  may  be  fm  vv^ithout  guilt  in 
two  refpecls.  (i.)  When  God  gives  a  law^  and  adds 
nofandion  with  it :  as  the  greatefl  of  our  divines  alfert, 

S  s  2  ,  nat 
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^hat  a  law  may  he  without  a  fandion,  (2.)  When  par- 
do7i  comes  and  takes  away  the  guilt.  I  fay,  fin  may  be 
where  there  is  not  guilt :  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  pardoned 
fmner,  who  is  no  more  Hable  to  the  punifhment  due  to 
fin.  And  guih  may  be  where  there  is  no  fm,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Chrifl,  who  had  no  fm  of  his  own,  yet  as  Sure- 
ty was  hable  to  the  punilhment  of  all  the  fms  of  an  ele£t 
world.  But  though,  I  fay,  guilt  is  feparable  from  fm,. 
yet  the  pollution  of  fm  is  infe*}3erable  from  fm  ;  the  very 
nature  of  fm  mud  be  deftroyed,  ere  it  can  ceafe  to  be 
a  pollution. 

III.  The  third  thing  was.  To  fpeak  of  the  nature  and 
qualities  of  this  pollution.  As  to  the  nature  of  this  pol- 
lution, there  are  two  words  I  would  fay  concerning  it. 
There  is  in  it  a  privation^  or  want  of  that  beauty^  which 
the  foul  had,  when  the  image  of  God  was  upon  it :  it 
is  a  want  of  conformity  to  the  holinefs  and  beauty  of 
God's  nature  and  law.  There  is  alfo  in  it  a  pofitive 
foulnefs  and  defilednefs  of  mind  and  confcience :  an  in- 
troducing of  the  image  of  the  devil ;  yea,  a  deformity 
of  foul,  body,  and  converfation.  But  this  will  further 
appear  from  the  properties  of  this  pollution  :  and  there- 
fore, as  to  the  qualities  of  it, 

1.  It  is  a  natural  pollution;  TVho  can  bring  a  clean 
ihiii^  out  of  an  unclean  I  nOy  not  one.  JVhatfoever  h  born 
of  the  flefrj  h  flefh,  Adam,  after  his  apoflacy,  begat  a 
child  after  his  own  likenefs :  had  he  flood,  he  would 
have  had  children  after  God's  image  ;  but  having  fallen, 
he  begat  a  fon  after  his  own  image.  This  is  natural : 
In  fin  was  I  conceived^  fays  David ;  and  in  iniquity  did 
my  mother  bring  me  forth  ^  Pfalm  li.  5. 

2.  It  is  a  deep  and  indelible  pollution  :  it  is  of  a  crim- 
fon  hue,  Ifa.  i.  18.     It  is  like  the  hlaknefs  of  the  Etheo- 

pian,  and  \S\c  fpots  of  the  leopard  ;  much  nitre  and  foap 
cannot  purge  it  away,  Jer.  ii.  22.  The  deluge  of  water 
did  not  waih  it  away  from  the  earth  :  the  fire  that  came 
down  upon  Sodom  did  not  burn  it  out.  The  fire  of 
hell  to  eternity  will  not  take  away  the  flain  of  fm  out 
of  the  fouls  that  fliall  be  there.  It  is  deep  \  nothing 
but  the  blood  of  God  can  walh  it  away. 

2.  It 
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3.  It  is  itniverfal :  it  hath  invaded  all  the  faculties  of 
the  foul,  and  fet  up  its  trophies  of  victory  in  all  the 
powers  thereof.  The  underjtand'ing  is  polluted  with  i[^- 
norance,  darknefs,  error,  enmity,  and  prejudice :  in 
the  will^  there  is  a  contrariety  to  God's  will,  a  rebelli- 
on, a  contempt ;  in  the  memory^  a  forgetting  of  God  ; 
all  his  favours  to  us  are  written  like  characters  in  the 
fand  :  the  confcknce  itfelf,  God's  deputy,  is  defilled ; 
To  the  'pure  all  things  are  pure  ;  but  to  the  impure  and 
unclean,  even  the  very  mind  and  confcience  is  defiled. 
This  witnefs  is  bribed  to  favour  the  refl  of  the  polluted 
faculties.  Soul  and  body  are  contaminated :  we  read 
oi  tht  Jilthinefs  of  the  ficjh  and  fpirit^  1  Cor.  vii.  i. 

4.  It  is  a  diffujjive  and  infectious  pollution  ;  a  fpread- 
ing  gangrine.  All  the  children  of  men  are  overfpread 
v/ith  it,  and  defiled.  The  whole  man  is  over-run.  It 
fpreadeth  itfelf  to  our  bed  duties  :  all  our  acls  of  obe- 
dience are  thereby  rendered  like  filthy  rags ;  like  a 
menlfrous  cloath.  It  infeds  others  that  are  near  the 
polluted  fmner.  It  is  hard  to  be  in  the  company  of  a 
man  tliat  hath  the  plague,  and  not  to  be  infefted  :  Even 
fo,  it  is  one  of  the  hardeft  thino^s  in  the  world  to  be 
witnefs  to  fm,  and  companions  to  wicked  fmners,  and 
not  be  infefted  :  Can  a  man  take  fire  in  his  hofom^  and 
not  be  burnt  f  Yea,  it  infeds  the  very  timber  and  llones 
of  the  houfe  where  the  man  lies ;  hence  they  are  faid  to 
cry  out  againfi  him.  Yea,  it  infeds  the  very  ground  on 
which  he  trades.  Yea,  the  whole  creation  groans  and 
travels  in  paiit^  becaufe  of  the  fms  of  men. 

5.  It  is  a  growing  and  increafiing  pollution  :  He  that 
is  filthy^  let  him  be  filthy  ftill ;  that  is,  more  filthy. 
Rev.  xxii.  11.  Evil  men  and  feducers  wax  worfe  and 
worfe^  2  Tim.  iii.  13.  Sin,  once  given  place  to,  makes 
gradual  and  fuccefsful  advances  upon  the  fmner. 

6.  It  is  a  mortal  pollution,  a  deadly  pollution  :  I  faid 
unto  thee^  when  thou  wafi  in  thy  bloody  Live  :  yea,  I  faid 
unto  thee,  when  thou  wafi  in  thy  blood.  Live.  The 
doubling  of  the  expreffion,  fliews  the  deadly  nature  of 
the  poiiution  ;  In  the  day  when  thou  wafi  born,  thy  navel 
was  not  cut^  neither  waft  thou  zuafhed  in  zOater  to  juppie 
thee  'j  thou  ivaft  not  falted  at  all^  nor  fzvadled  at  all :  No 

eve 
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eye  pitted  thee,  to  do  any  of  thefe  offices  unto  thee,  to  have 
compajfton  upon  thee  ;  hut  thou  waft  cafl  out  into  the  open 
field,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon  in  the  day  that  thou  wafl 
horn,  jlndwhen  I paffed  by  thee,  and  f aw  thee  polluted  in 
-  thy  bloody  I  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  wafl  in  ihy  blood, 
Live  ;  yea,  I  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  wafl  in  thy  blood.. 
Live  J  Ezek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6.  A  new-born  child,  expoied 
in  that  cafe,  would  foon  expire.  Oh  !  but  fm  puts 
confufion  amongft  men  ;  it  puts  fire  into  hell ;  it  puts 
rottennefs  in  the  grave  :  it  was  only  he  that  went  to  the 
grave  v/ithout  fin,  that  rofe  without  corruption  :  yea, 
fin  put  wrath  in  the  heart  of  God  againft  man.  It  is  a 
mortal,  deadly,  deflruclive  pollution. — Many  other  dif- 
mal  qualities  of  it  might  be  aiiigned  :  but  I  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing  propofed,  which  was,  to 
fhew  how  this  pollution  is  conveyed  into  the  world,  and 
from  one  to  another.  This  is  a  great  myflery,  and  we 
mufl  be  modeft  on  it.  Let  us  only  conhder  then  fhortly 
tJiefe  two  things  about  it. 

1.  That  Aciam^  once  being  polluted  himfelf,  he  can- 
not but  beget  a  polluted  cbiid :  hence  we  read.  Gen.  v. 
3.  that  he  begat  a  Jon  in  his  own  likenefs^  after  his  image. 
An  Etheopian  begets  an  Etheopian  ;  and  a  blackemoor 
begets  a  blackemoor  :  That  which  is  born  after  the  fiefh 
is  fcfhj  John  iii.  6. 

2.  Conlider,  when  God  makes  the  foul  of  a  man  of 
Adam's  race,  he  looks  upon  him  as  a  branch  and  piece 
of  the  old  Adam  ;  of  the  old  rebel  and  apoflate,  to  which 
he  gave  original  beauty,  and  made  it  like  himfelf,  the 
glorious  work  of  his  hand  :  but  it  foon  deformed  itfelf. 
Now,  when  he  makes  the  faculties,  the  mind,  the  will, 
he  goes  no  further  in  making  them  :  he  does  not  con- 
creat  the  original  beauty  he  once  gave  to  man  :  he  is  un- 
der no  obligation  to  reftore  what  they  threw  away.  In- 
deed, the  elect  foul,  in  the  day  of  converfion,  gets  all 
reflored  to  advantage,  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl :  Then 
be  refiores  that  which  he  took  not  away^  Pfalm  Ixix.  4. 
As  he  reftores  the  favour  of  God  in  juftification  5  fo  the 
image  of  God  in  fandihcation  :  not  till  then. 

V.  The 


Serm.VIII.         Defilement  o/Sin.         327 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed  was  the  application  of 
the  fubjed ;  which  we  Ihail  elTay  briefly  in  feveral  ufes. 

ly?,  By  way  of  information*  If  fin  be  fuch  a  poliuti- 
on  and  defilement,  then  hence  fee, 

1.  Why  fm  keeps  men'  out  of  heaven.  Sin  flands  di- 
rectly oppofite  to  the  reclitude  of  God's  holy  nature  ;  it  is 
that  abominable  thing  which  he  hates  :  and  it  is  a  pofi- 
tive  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  that  nothing  that  dejikth 
can  enter  into  the  heavenly  Jerufalem.  And  therefore 
fm,  confidered  in  its  own  nature,  as  exceeding  ftnfid^  cxr 
eludes  from  the  prefence  of  God. 

2.  See  what  matter  of  humiliation^  before  God,  we 
have:  w;?  fliould  ly  down  in  our  fnamc^  and  our  confufwn 

•  cover  us^  crying  out.  Unclean^  unclean  ;  humbled  to  the 
duff.  Alas !  what  an  unreafonable  thing  is  pride  !  To 
fee  a  proud  fmner  is  as  ridiculous  a  thing,  as  to  fee  a 
man  vain,  with  a  contagious  diflemper,  boafliing  of  bo- 
dily comlinefs. 

3.  See  hence  the  dreadful  infatuation  of  the  mofl".  of 
the  children  of  men,  that  are  in  love  with  fm,  for  as 
filthy  as  it  is :  yea,  the  doleful  fliate  of  all  men  by  na- 
ture. It  is  a  vile  ftate  ;  a  ftate  of  pollution  :  it  is  a  ftate 
of  feparation  from  God  ;  a  flate  of  enmity  to  God,  the 
chief  good  ;  and  mad  love  to  fm,  the  chief  evil  and  pol- 
lution. Whence  is  it  that  the  world  are  in  love  with 
dung  and  filth  ?  Surely  it  proceeds  from  blindnefs  of 
mind  :  men  do  not  fee  the  evil  of  fm.  It  proceeds  from 
unbelief,  the  power  of  unbelief;  men  do  not  credit  the 
account  given  of  it  in  the  word.  It  proceeds  alfo  fronv 
the  fair  and  pleafant  varnifli  that  the  devil  puts  upon 
fm. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  ?niferable  conditio?!  of  thefe  who  are 
under  the  total  power  of  fin,  and  never  had  the  pollution 
of  it  waftied  away :  why,  it  renders  you  abominable  in 
the  fight  of  God,  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
evil:  abominable  in  the  fight  of  all  good  men.  In  whofe 
eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned^  Pfal.  xv.  4.  :  in  the  fight 
of  good  angels ;  they  cannot  but  loath  iniquity,  being 
fuch  fpotlefs  and  holy  creatures :  yea,  abominable  in 
your  own  eyes ;  if  ever    God  open  them,    you  will 

loath 
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loath  yourfclf  and  your  fm,  as  much  as  ever  you  loved 
it. 

5.  See  v^hat  need  we  have  to  (land  at  a  dijlance  from 
fm.  Sin  has  brought  the  greatell  defolation  upon  nati- 
ons and  kingdonis  ;  rumed  the  mofl  famous  and  flourifli- 
ing  churches ;  brought  deflruclion  upon  the  greateft 
and  moft  opulent  cities  ;  vanquished  and  overcome  the 
greateft  men  ;  and  turned  the  moft  fertile  land  into 
barrennefs.  Therefore,  we  have  much  need  to  ftand  at 
a  diftance  from  it,  feeing  it  has  brought  fuch  devaftati- 
on  on  the  earth. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  righfeoufnefs  of  God  in  punifhing  hn. 
How  juft  and  righteous  is  he  in  puniiliing  it,  whether 
here  or  through  eternity?  Damnation  itfelf  is  a  moft  ho- 
ly, pure,  and  righteous  adion.  The  punifliment  is  not 
above  the  fault.  Thou  that  by  fin  doft  trample  upon 
God,  how  juft  is  it  that  he  (liould  trample  upon  thee  ? 
Sin  is  an  infinite  evil,  objedively  conlidered  ;  and  there- 
fore an  infinite  evil  muit  follow.  How  unreafonable  then 
are  mens  complaints  of  the  punifhment  of  their  fins  in 
time?  Complain  not  againft  the  Lord,  for  any  thing 
that  can  come  upon  you  :   it  is  the  pumjhmcnt  of  jour 

fin  ;  accept  of  it :  Why  fnoukl  a  living  man  complain  f 
So  long  as  it  is  below  damnation,  it  is  far  below  your 
defert :  He  hath  pimifhed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  defer-ve. 

7.  Hence  fee  the  excellency  of  holinefs :  If  fin  be  moft 
vile,  holinefs  is  moft  lovely.  Sin  is  our  deformity,  ho- 
linefs is  our  beauty  :  fin  is  a  ihame,  holinefs  is  a  glory. 

8.  See  the  impoffibUiiy  of  fatlsfying  God  by  ourfelves  ; 
and  the  necejfty  of  flying  to  the  blood  of  Chrift.  How 
impoifible  is  it  for  you  to  fatisiy  God  by  your  own  du* 
ties,  reformation,  and  rightcoufnefs  ?  Can  this  repair 
the  wrongs  done  to  God,  while  we  have  call  the  dung 

V  of  fin  upon  all  the  perfedions  of  God  ?  We  have,  as 
it  were,  trampled  God  under  our  feet,  and  trodden  un- 
der foot  the  Son  of  Gody  Heb.  x.  29.  This  is  worfe  than 
that  all  the  world  fhould  burn  in  hell.  Can  we  then 
make  reparation  or  fatisfadion  by  our  duties  ?  or  be 
juftified  by  our  works,  while  our  works  themfelves  are 
full  of  fin,  and  fo  full  of  pollution  ?  No,  no.  See  then 
the  abfolute  neccflity  of  flying  to  the  blood  of  Chrift : 

This 
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This  is  the  only  fanduary  and  city  of  refuge  for  guilty 
fmners  ;  the  only  purgatory  and  laver  for  filthy  hnners 
to  be  cleanfed  in  :  The  blood  of  Chrifi^  and  that  only, 
deanfeth  from  all  fin. 

The  next  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  dotlrine,  is  of  ex- 
amination.  From  this  Ave  may  try,  if  eVer  we  got  a  right 
ftght^  2i  faving  ftght  of  fm,  fo  as  to  fee  it  in  its  polluting 
and  defiling  nature.  There  is  a  law-fight  of  lin  that  ufhers 
in  a  gofpel  faving  fight.  Law-work  is  neceffary  ;  I  do 
not  fpeak  of  the  degrees :  but  the  bankrupt  Vv  ill  not  run 
to  the  furety,  till  he  fee  himfelf  a  dyvour,  quite  infol- 
vent.  The  polluted  foul  will  not  fly  to  the  fountain  till 
he  fee  himfelf  polluted  and  dehled. 

But  pofFibly  it  may  be'alked,  How  fh all  a  perfon  knozv, 
if  after  fome  law-zvork  of  this  fort,  he  hath  got  a  gofpel 
faving  fight  of  the  pollution  of  fin  f 

We  Ihall  anfwer  to  this  only  in  thefe  two  particulars 
following. 

1.  If  fo,  then  you  have  feen  it  in  the  gofpel-glafs^  and 
that  is  a  crucified  Chrilt  :  They  fhall fxall  look  upon  h'wi 
whom  they  have  pierced^  and  fhall  mourn  ;  that  is,  on  a 
crucified  Chrift.  Chriil,  on  the  crofs,  is  a  glafs  wherein 
we  fee  the  fmfulnefs  of  fin  more  than  any  where  elfe. 
Here  God's  hatred  againfl  fm  appears  mofl  clearly  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  his  love  to  the  fmner,  in  giving  his 
Son  to  the  death  for  his  fm  :  and  this  love  melts  the 
heart,  and  breaks  and  difolves  it  more  than  all  the  ter- 
jors  of  the  law  or  flames  of  hell  could  do. 

2.  If  fo,  then  the  figlit  hath  wrought  a  gofpd-effeBy 
fuch  as  that  upon  Job,  chap.  xlii.  5,  6.     Isow  nihie   eye 

fecth  thee ;  luherefore  I  abhor e  myfef  and  repent  in  duft  and 
ajhes.  This  fight  hath  made  you  look  upon  yourfelf 
with  abhorrence  ;  and  made  you  difpleafed  with  your- 
felf, and  even  to  loath  yourfelf  before  God ;  and  loath 
your  fm,  and  fee  yourfelf  more  filthy  than  the  moft 
loathfome  creature  on  earth  \  yea,  than  the  blackefl  de- 
vil in  hell  :  And  you  will  alio  hnd  fome  difpofition,  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  daily  defilement,  to  make  a  daily  improve- 
ment of  the  ibuntain  of  the  blood  of  Chriil,  for  cleanf- 
ing.  When  any  pollution  is  contraded,  vou  will  anew 
Vol.  I.  T  t  '  find 
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find  yourfelf  uneafy,  till  you  get  a  new  dip  in  the  foun- 
tain. If  it  be  thus  with  you,  I  think  the  Lord  hath  be- 
gun to  cleanfe  you  from  your  pollution.  But,  alas !  the 
moll  part  who  hear  me,  ly  (linking  in  the  filthy  mire  of 
the  pollution  of  fm. 

Therefore,  in  the  next  place,  permit  me  to  apply  the 
doctrine  in  an  ufe  of  exhortation.  Let  me  exhort  you, 

I .  To  fee  and  be  convinced  of  your  fad^  finful^  and 
polluted  (late  and  condition.  Alas !  what  is^^our  natural 
llate,   man,  woman  ?  You  that  are  unregcnerate,  you 
are  lying  in  the  mire,  and  loving  to  wallow  like  fwine  in 
it.  A  ilieep  may  run  into  the  mire,  but  cannot  reft  there 
till  it  get  out :  but  the  fwine  love  to  ly  in  it,  to  wallow 
in  it,  and  feek  no  better  place  to  ftay  in.  The  whole  world 
lieth  171  wickednefs^   i  John  v.  19.     They  ly  in  it  like  a 
veficl  in  the  dub,  that  muft  needs  be  full.     They   are 
full  of  fm ;  never  emptying,  but    always  filling :   yea, 
when  the  man  thinketh  he  is  emptying  of  fm,  when  he 
^^hinketh  he  is  repenting  and  reforming,  then  he  is  fill- 
ing with  it,  and  carrying  a  fulnefs  of  it  about  with  him, 
in  fo  much  that  he  is  dropping  off  that  fulnefs  of  fm 
wherever  he  goes.    You  will  fay,  that  beggar  is  fo  full 
of  vermin,  that   he  is  dropping  his  vermin  wherever 
he  goes  :  So,  many  people  difcover    their  fulnefs   of 
fmful   pollutions,    by   dropping  this  vermin  wherever 
they  go.     If  they  come  into  good  company,  they  are 
dropping  their  vermin  there  :  if  they  come  into   bad 
company,  they  are  diifufmg  their  pernicious  pollutions 
there.  Why,  they  are  fo  full  of  pollution,  fo  full  of  fm, 
that  fometimes  il  drops  out  of  their  eyes  in  proud  looks,  or 
wanton  glances  ;  fometimes  it  drops  out  of  their  lips,  in 
vain  difcourfe,or  profane  language,  fuch  as,  fwearing,  ly- 
ing, dandering  and  idle  words;   and  drops  out  of  their 
whole  behaviour  and  deportment.  Alas !  what  amiferable 
cafe  and  condition  are  they  in  ?  Their  heart  is  the  fource 
of  all  corruption  ;  a  neft  of  vermin  that  v/as  never  berried, 
a  Hay  that  was  never  cleanfed ;  and  out  of  that  recep- 
tacle creeps  a  multitude  of  noxious  vermin  every  day, 
and  every  hour  of  the  day  ;  for,  out  of  the  heart  pro- 
ceedeth  ail  the  wickednefs  of  the  heart  and  life  :  Out  of 

the 
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the  heart  proceedeth  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries^  for- 
nications, thefts,  falfe  witnejfes,  blafphemies  :  thefe  are 
the  thinq^s  that  defile  a  maiu  Mat.  xv.  19,  20.  Oh  !  fee 
and  lament  your  fad  (late  ;  and  know,  if  ever  you  dwell 
with  a  holy  God,  you  muil  be  walhed,  Pfal.  xxvi.  3,  4. 
If  your  filthinefs  remain,  the  filthy  devil  and  you  mufl 
lodge  together  in  hell  for  ever.     Therefore, 

2.  O  feek  to  be  wallied :  Wafly  ye^  make  ye  clean^ 
Ifa.  i.  16.  This  was  an  exhortation  to  the  church  of  the 
Jews,  when  very  corrupt  and  degenerate.  In  which  ex- 
hortation, there  is  fomethingy?//)/)^'c^,  namely,  that  the 
church  was  greatly  defiled.  Indeed,  the  church  of  God 
is  fometimxes  black  like  a  pagan  nation  ;  yea,  blacker 
by  reafonof  fm  againfl  clearer  light,  greater  love,  flronger 
vows,  and  contempt  of  an  offered  Chrlfl.  Again,  in  this 
exhortation  there  is  fomething  expreffed^  even  their  in- 
cumbent duty  ;  Wafh  ye,  fiiake  ye  clean.  It  is  a  nev  -lef- 
tament  duty  under  an  old-teftament  phrafe.  But  who 
can  cleanfe  his  heart  ?  Indeed,  when  God  commands 
us  to  make  a  clean  heart,  the  defign  is,  that  we  may 
turn  the  precept  into  a  prayer,  and  fay,  "  Lord,  create 
"  in  me  a  clean  heart  ;  ivafh  me^  and  I  fjall  be  clean  J' 
This  feems  to  be  the  native  view,  and  plain  import  of 
the  text.  Wajlo  your  hands,  yeftnners;  purify  your  hearts^ 
ye  double  minded,  faith  the  Lord,  by  the  apoftle  James. 
O  what  filthy  hands  are  there  amongfh  us !  and  much 
more  fikhy  hearts !  Heart-unbelief,  heart-hardnefs,  heart- 
enmity,  hearjt-flupidity,  heart-hypocrify,  heart-atheifm, 
heart-deadnefs  and  indifpofition,  heart- wandering  and 
wickednefs,  and  innumerable  fuch  plagues,  difcover 
the  pollution  of  the  heart.  Do  you  not  need  wafhing  ? 

There  is  a  fourfold  water  that  God  makes  ufe  of  for 
this  end  ;  and  you  fliould  improve  thefe  waters. 

(i,)  The  water  of  affliclion  :  By  ihisfhall  the  iniquity 
of  Jacob  be  purged.  It  was  good  for  me  that  I  was  afficfed. 
This  water,  indeed,  wafhes  not  of  itfeif,  but  only  as  a 
mean  in  God's  hand  when  he  bleifes  it :  this  water, 
wafhes  fubferviently,  as  the  faw  hath  a  fubferviency  to 
cut  the  timber,  when  in  the  workman's  hand.  There^ 
fore,  improve  difpenfations  of  providence  ;  and  cry, 
"  Lord,  let  not  this  afi^iction  pafs  without  fome  efiica- 

Tt  2  "  cy 
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*'  cy  upon  mv  foul,  to  waili  and  cleanfe  me  from  my 
*'  fm." 

(2.)  The  water  of  the  word^  the  waters  of  the  fan6lu- 
ary ;  thefe  are  healing,  medicinal,  and  cleanfmg  waters  : 
JSfoxu  are  ye  clea?i,  through  the  word  that  J  have  Jpoken 
vnto  you.  SanSfify  them  through  thy  truth,  thy  word  is 
truth.  This  water  wafhes  inilrumentally  ;  not  by  an  in- 
trinfic  virtue  of  its  own,  but  by  the  power  of  God  ac- 
companying it.  Therefore,  when  you  hear  the  word, 
cry  for  power  to  attend  it  for  walhing  you.  The  word 
difcovers  the  fpot  of  fm,  James  i.  23,  24.  The  word 
propofes  the  rule  of  holinefs,  and  the  mofl  noble  pat- 
tern of  purity  :  Wherevjith  /hall  a  youu^  man  cleanfe 
idis  zuay  f  By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word, 
Pfalm.  cxix.  9.  The  word  hid  in  the  heart  is  like  a  fire 
to  burn  and  confume  the  drofs  of  fm.  The  word  holds 
forth  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Chrifl,  which 
condrains  to  purity:  Having  thefe  prom/ fes^  dearly  be- 
loved, let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  jrom  all  filthinefs. 

(3.)  The  water  of  the  Spirifs  faving  influences  :  this 
water  waihes  efficiently.  It  is  only  through  the  Spirit^ 
that  we  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  O  Sirs,  employ 
the  Holy  Ghoft  to  wafh,  to  cleanfe,  to  purify,  regene- 
rate, and  faclify  you  :  we  are  faid  to  be  ivafhed^  jvijlifi- 
ed^  <md  fanclificd  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  and  by 
the  Spirit  of  our  God,  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  cleanfe 
and  purify :  it  is  his  function,  it  is  his  office ;  and  he 
loves  to  be  employed. 

(4.)  There  is  the  crimfon  water  of  the  Redeem- 
er's blood ;  and  this  water  wailies  meritorioufly  :  this 
is  the  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  'David,  and  in- 
habitants of  ferufalem^  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs, 
Zech.  xiii.  i.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun- 
tain ;  it  is  not  a  rivulet^  but  a  fountain^  guiffiing  out 
with  freedom  :  it  is  not  a  fountain  fealed^  but  a  foun- 
tain open  ;  every  man,  every  woman  is  welcome  to  wafh 
and  purify  themfelves  at  it ;  welcome  to  bathe  in  it,  till 
he  be  whiter  than  the  fnow  :  It  is  open,  not  only  to  the 
houfe  of  David  J  the  royal  family  ;  but  to  the  inhabitants 
cf  Jerufalem  ;  to  the  poorefl  and  meaneft  of  the  vifible 
church.     This  is  the  river  that  makes  glad^  becaufe  it 

makes 
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makes  clean,  the  aty  of  Goi,  O  Sirs,  run  to  this  blood 
of  the  Lamb  ;  wafli  there  every  day.  There  is  an  origi- 
nal  wafhing  in  the  day  of  converfion  ;  this  is  the  initial 
wafliing  that  many  hearing  me  fland  in  need  of:  O  but 
you  itand  in  need  to  he  plunged  well  then,  in  a  day  of 
power,  that  the  filthy  nature  may  be  waflied  and  chang- 
ed. There  is  alio  a  prugrefftvc  daily  walliing,  from  the 
daily  pollutions  that  are  contraded ;  and  this  wafhing 
the  godly  themfelves  daily  need  :  though  they  need  not 
to  be  regenerated  again,  or  a  new  regeneration  of  their 
nature ;  yet  they  need  always  a  new  converfion  and 
wafhing  of  their  heart  and  way  :  hence  Chriil  faith  to 
Peter,  John  xiii.  i  o.  He  that  is  wafl:>ed^  needeth  notfave 
^to  wajh  his  feet.  Sins  contracted,  by  daily  unwatchful- 
nefs,  put  the  people  of  God  under  a  neceflity  of  daily 
wafhing,  though  not  a  wafliing  of  the  whole  perfon  ; 
for  that  is  done  in  regeneration,  wherein  the  ftate 
is  changed :  He  that  is  wafJoed^  needeth  not  fave  to 
wajh  his  feet ;  the  feet  of  his  aifeclions,  the  feet  of 
his  converfation,  the.fteps  of  his  daily  walk.  But  there 
are  multitudes  that  were  never  waflied  at  all ;  they  muft 
wafli  head,  and  heart,  and  all ;  there  nature  and  flate 
need  wafhing,  as  well  as  their  heart  and  life. 

In  a  word,  employ  the  Lord  Jefus  to  do  all  the  work, 
who  faid  in  that  context,  If  I  wajh  thee  not^  thou  haft  no 
part  in  me.  Know  you  cannot  wafli  yourfelves  by  any  of 
thefe  means,  unlefs  he  put  to  his  hand  and  do  the  whole 
work :  put  your  polluted  fouls  into  his  hand,  faying, 
"  Lord,  v/afli  me ;  apply  thy  cleanfmg  blood  by  the 
"  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit." 
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SERMON      iX. 

P  RO  V.    XXX.    12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes.,  and 
yet  is  not  ivajhed  from  their  Jilt  binefs, 

[The  fecond  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

IT  (Contributes  much  to  fet  forth  the  excellency  of  the 
fcripture,  as  being  indeed  the  word  of  the  infinitely 
wife  God,  that  it  points  out  the  lively  picture  of  people, 
in  all  times,  and  ages,  and  generations ;  infomuch 
that  the  fcriptural  account  of  people  are  never  out  of 
date.  It  were  well  if  the  world  were  mended,  fmce  the 
Spirit  of  God  didated  this  fentence,  fo  many  thoufand 
years  ago  :  nay,  but  I  think  it  is  as  applicable  to  the  pre- 
fent  generation,  as  if  it  had  never  concerned  any  other. 
Try  it  when  you  will,  Sirs,  either  with  refpe£t  to  your- 
felves  or  the  generality  of  people  round  about  you,  and 
you  will  find  it  to  be  the  very  image  and  pidure  of  the 
day.  As  face  anfwering  face  in  a  glafs  ;  fo,  in  the 
looking-glafs  of  this  text,  you  may  fee  your  own  face, 
man,  woman  ;  and  the  face  of  a  multitude  in  our  day. 
Was  there  ever  more  filthinefs  and  impurity  of  thought, 
wbrd,  and  aftion  ;  of  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour ; 
s^nd  yet  in  what  a  proud,  felf-conceited,  felf-juflifying 
dcldfion  and  dream  are  many  into  ;  as  if  they  were  pure, 
good,  civil,  fober,  honeli:,  and  righteous  enough. 
Well  may  it  be  faid,  There  is  a  generation  that  are 
-pure  in  their  ozvn  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their 
jilthinefs, ' 

Having,  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  opened  up  and 
applied  the  funl  dodrinal  obiervation  we  laid  down 
from  the  words,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  fecond 
dodirine. 

Obser.  II.  T'hat  purify  is  an  ep^cellent  things  and  of 

abfolute 
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ahfolute  necejjtty  to  denominate  a  true  faint,   a  true 
Chriflian, 

In  the  handling  of  this  propofition,  we  propofe, 
through  divine  aid,  to  obferve  the  following  method 
and  order. 

I.  Touch  a  little  at  the  nature  of  this  purity. 
IT.  Mention  fome  of  the  qualities  of  it. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  necejjtty  thereof. 

IV.  Point  out  the  excellency  of  this  purity. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  fubje£i:. 

I.  We  fhall  return  to  the  firfl:  of  thefe,  vi%.  To  touch 
a  little  at  the  nature  of  this  purity.  And  what  we  in- 
tend to  offer  upon  this  head  may  be  comprifed  in  thefe 
two  things.  I.  The  removal  of  the  filthinefs.  2.  The 
conferring  of  cleannefs. 

ly?,  This  purity  lies  in  the  removal  of  the  Jilthinefs 
that  the  text  fpeaks  of.  The  man  that  is  pure  is  wash- 
ed from  his  fikhinefs  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  And  there 
is  a  threefold  filthinefs  that  is  walhed  away. 

1.  The  filthinefs  of  our  nature.  We  are  naturally 
unclean  and  defiled  ;  for,  that  which  is  born  of  the  fiefli 
is  Jlejh,  John  iii.  6.  And,  who  can  bring  a  clean  thing 
cut  of  an  unclean  f     Now,    it  is  the  purifying  grace  of 

.'<^od  in  Chrifl,  that  only  can  remove  this  defilement  of 
our  nature  ;  Such  were  fome  of  you  ;  but  ye  are  wafl:^ed, 
but  ye  are  fajiB'ifed,  but  ye  are  jujllfiedy  in  the  name  of 
the  Lor  d'ye  Jus,  and  by  the  spirit  of  our  God,  i  Cor.vi.  11. 
He  faveth,  by  tht  zuafhing  of  regeneration^  and  renewirig 
of  the  Holy  Ghoji^  Tit.  iii.  3,  4,  5.  Now,  how  far  ori- 
ginal pollution  is  removed,  in  thofe  whom  the  Lord 
purifies,  we  need  not  difpute :  it  is  certain,  the  foul  is 
made  fair  and  beautiful  in  the  fight  of  God ;  though 
the  fin  that  doth  defile  remains,  yet  its  habitual  defile- 
ment is  taken  away,  when  the  perfon  is  purifi.ed. 

2.  The  filthinefs  of  our  perfon^  in  aftual  tranfgrefli- 
on,  is  taken  away  in  this  work  of  fandification  and  pu- 
rification. There  is  a  defilement  attending  every  adual 
fin  :  Now,  it  is  the  blood  of  Chrijl  that  clcanfeth  from  all 

fin,     Befides  the  defilement  of  the  nature,   which  he 

purges^ 
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purges^  Tit.  i.  15.  he  takes  away  the  defilement  of  our 
perTons,  by  actual  follies  ;  for,  By  o?ie  offering  he  per- 
fetied  for  ever  them  that  are  fanBified^  Heb.  x.  14. 

3.  The  filthinefs  and  defilement  of  our  duties  is  alfo 
taken  away,  in  this  work  of  purification.  There  is  a 
defilement  arifes  from  our  duties  ;  unbeUef  and  forma- 
lity drop  in  into  our  beil  duties :  we  may  be  afhamed 
of  our  choiceft  performances.  God  hath  promifed, 
concerning  the  good  works  of  the  faints,  that  their 
works  fhall  follow  them.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  Truly,  if  they 
were  to  be  meafured  by  the  rule,  as  they  come  from  us, 
it  might  be  well  for  the  faints,  that  they  might  be  buri- 
ed for  ever :  but  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  as  their  High- 
priell,  bears  the  iniquities,  the  guilt,  and  provocation 
which,  in  ftrid  and  fevere  juftice,  doth  attend  them, 
Exod.  xxviii.  38.  He  bears  the  iniquities  of  our  holy 
things ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  wafhes  away  all  filth  and 
defilement  \  and  adds  fweet  incenfe,  that  they  may  be 
accepted.  Whatever  is  of  the  Spirit,  of  himfelf,  of 
grace,  that  remains :  but  whatever  is  of  flefh,  felf,  and 
unbelief,  that  is  hay  and  (lubble,  and  that  he  confumes 
and  takes  away  ;  infomuch,  that  the  good  works  of  the 
believer  iliall  meet  him  one  day  with  fuch  changed 
countenance,  that  he  Ihall  not  know  them :  that  which 
feemed  black,  deformed,  and  defiled,  fliall  appear 
beautiful  and  glorious ;  they  fliall  not  be  afraid  of  them, 
but  rejoice  to  fee  them  follow  them. 

This  cleanfing  of  the  man's  nature,  perfon,  and  du- 
ties, from  all  defilement,  is  owing  to  the  death  of  Chrifl 
meritoriouily,  to  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  eflicicnt- 
ly :  he  is  that  pure  water  wherewith  we  are  fprinkled 
from  all  our  fins  ;  that  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning, 
ihit  takes  away  the  fill  h  of  the  daughters  of  Zion,  and  purges 
the  blood  of  Jcrufalem  from  the  rnidji  of  her^  Ila.  vi.  4. 
But  then, 

idh.  This  purity  lies  not  only  in  the  removal  of  this 
filthinefs  and  defilement ;  but  in  the  confering  of  clean*' 
nefs.     And  this  is  alfo  in  a  threefold  gradation. 

I.  When  God  purifies  a  perfon,  he  gives  the  Spirit 
of  purity  and  holinefs  to  dwell  in  the  man  :  our  renew- 
ing is  of  the  Holy  Qhojl^    who  is  fhed  on  us  abundantly 

through 
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through  Chrijl^  Tit.  iii.  6.  The  principal  thing  in  fanc- 
tification  and  purification,  Is  the  indwelling  of  the  puri- 
fying Spirit  ;  and  our  following  after  the  guidance 
thereof.  The  Spirit  is  the  well  within,  the  fountain  of 
purity  :  /  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you  ;  and  caiife  you 
to  walk  in  my  Jlatutes^  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  No  pure  and 
holy  ilep,  till  once  this  pure  and  holy  Spirit  be  put 
,  withii-^men. 

2.  He  gives  habitual  grace ;  the  principle  of  grace 
oppofite  to  the  principle  of  fin  that  is  in  our  nature  : 
this  is  that  incorruptible  feed  ^k\2X  dwells  in  the  man  whom 
the  Lord  purifies.  This  grace,  according  to  the  diflin^t: 
faculties  of  the  foul  where  it  is  ;  or  the  diliind:  objeQ:, 
about  which  it  is  exercifed,  receives  various  names  and 
appellations,  though  all  be  but  one  new  principle  of  hfe: 
in  the  underflandinsr  it  is  lisht ;  in  the  will,  it  is  obe- 
dience  ;  in  the  afiections,  it  is  love  :  and  in  ail,  it  is 
faith  :  but  ftill  one  and  the  fame  habit  of  grace. 

3.  He  gives  adual  influences^  for  the  performance  of 
every  fpiritual  duty  :  for,  though  a  man  be  purified 
in  both  the  former  refpefts,  by  haviiig  the  Spirit  dwel- 
ling in  him,  and  a  principle  and  habit  of  grace  infufed ; 
yet,  even  to  fuch  as  have  both  thefe,  Chrift  faith,  that 
without  him  they  can  do  nothing ;  that  is,  w^lthout  new 
influences  of  grace,  new  fupplies,  and  motions,  and  o- 
perations  of  the  Spirit.  They  cannot  live  and  fpend 
upon  the  old  flock ;  for  every  new  a£l  they  mud:  have 
a  new  influence  ;  and  the  Spirit  that  dwells  in  the  man, 
mufl  work  in  him.  And  as  he  hath  implanted  grace, 
fo  he  mjuft  draw  forth  grace  into  exercife  ;  and  work  in 
us  both  to  will  and  to  do^  Phil.  ii.  13.  —  Thus  you  hnve 
fomewhat  of  the  nature  of  this  purity  ;  it  conlills 
in  the  removal  of  filthinefs,  and  conferring  of  clean- 
nefs. 

II.  As  to  the  qualities  of  this  purity,  I  .fliall  exprefs; 
them  both  negatively  and  pofitively  at  once.  And, 

I.  It  is  not  a  natural^  but  2l  fupernatttral ?ina  fpiritual 
purity.  The  power  of  natural  confcience,  may  engage 
a  man  to  do  many  things,  as  Herod,  while  yet  he  is  a 
ftranger  to  gofpel  purity,  which  is  fupernatural ',  for  it 

Vol.  I.  '       U  u  U 
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is  from  above  :  the  man  that  is  purified,  is  born  of  the 
Spirit,  and  born  from  above  ;  he  is  God*s  workman/hip, 
created  in  Chrijl  Jefus  unto  good  works.  It  is  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  garniihcs  the  foul  with  thefe  fpiritual  em- 
broideries ;  they  are  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Thefe  that 
are  no  purer  than  when  they  were  born  ;  or  than  they 
are  by  nature,  have  no  purity  at  all  \  they  are  not  wajh- 
ed  from  their  Jilt  binefs. 

2.  It  is  not  an  hyp<jcritical^  but  a  real  unfained  "^xinij. 
Many  hypocrites  there  are,  that  drazv  near  to  God  with 
their  mouthy  and  honour  him  with  the  lip  ;  but  their  hearts 
are  far  removed  from  him.  Their  hearts  are  not  right 
with  God.  The  faint  is  faid  to  have  his  heart  found  in 
God^s  ftatutes  ;  and  to  have  truth  in  the  inzvard  parts  ; 
and  Tifpirit  without  guile^  in  oppofition  both  to  grofs  and 
clofs  hypocrify.  The  grofs  hypocrite  is  one  that  kn(>ws 
he  is  juggling  with  God  and  religion :  furely  thefe  is 
no  purity  there.  The  clofe  hypocrite  is  deceiving  him* 
felf,  and  is  not  aware  of  it. 

But  here  a  queftion  may  arife,  IMay  one  be  a  hypocrite 
and  not  know  it  ? 

To  which  we  may  reply  ;  No  doubt  of  it :  for  many 
are  playing  the  hypocrite,  when  they  think  they  are  ve- 
ry devout  perfons  :  their  hearts  are  divided  ;  not  up- 
right, but  complex  :  and  they  have  a  complex  portion ; 
God  and  the  creature  make  up  a  portion  to  them. 
The  hypocrite  gives  God  a  part  of  ais  heart,  and  the 
creature  a  part  of  his  heart :  he  gives  heaven  and  duties 
a  part  of  his  heart  and  time  ;  and  he  gives  hell  and 
idols  another  part  of  his  heart  and  time.  The  w^orfliip 
of  God,  that  gratifies  his  confcience  ;  the  way  of  fin, 
that  gratifies  his  affeftlons :  and  between  the  two  he  is 
pleafed.  God  alone  doth  not  fatisfy  him  ;  the  creature 
alone  doth  not  fatisfy  him :  but  he  runs  between  the 
two.  But  the  cloven  foot  is  a  mark  of  the  devil :  the 
heart  is  divided.  But  the  pure,  the  upright  man,  is 
one  who  dares  not  regard  iniqtniy  in  his  hearty  and  who 
takes  a  God  in  Chrill:  alone  for  all  his  portion  and  hap- 
pinefs  ;  that  fatisfies  all  the  vail  defires  of  his  foul :  and, 
to  ivhomjlmll  I  go^  faith  he  ?  thou  haft  the  words  of  eter- 
nal 
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nal  life.     God  is  the  centre  of  the  foul's  reft  :  Return  to 
tby  rejl^  0  my  foul,  Pfalm  cxvi.  7. 

3.  It  is  not  a  fpeculativey  but  an  operative  purity. 
Some  have  all  their  religion  in  their  head,  but  nothing 
in  their  heart  and  life  :  all  the  knowledge  they  are  ma- 
fter  of  hath  no  influence  upon  the  fandihcation  of  either. 
Many  people  are  like  rickety  children,  their  heads  are 
fwelled,  but  their  backs  are  narrow  and  contraded : 
fo  they  have  heads  full  of  light,  but  they  are  empty  of 
piety  and  purity  ;  They  profefs  that  they  know  God  ;  but 
in  works  they  deny  hinu  Indeed,  if  they  have  a  true 
knowledge  of  God,  it  would  lead  to  true  fandity  ;  but 
they  are  the  liker  the  devil,  v/ho  hath  much  knowledge, 
but  no  purity.  People  may  be  like  the  toad,  who  hath 
a  precious  ftone  in  his  head,  but  his  belly  is  full  of  pci- 
fon :  they  may  have  a  head  full  of  notional  know- 
ledge \  but  they  have  an  heart  full  of  unmortified  en- 
mity. 

4.  It  is  not  a  common^  but  a  fpecial  purity.  People 
may  have  common  influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  not 
only  may  their  underftandings  be  much  enlightened^ 
like  thofe,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;  but  their  will  may  be  renewed, 
toward  many  good  purpofes  and  refolutions,  like  A- 
grippa,  almoji  perfuaded  to  he  faints  :  their  affections 
may  be  feveral  ways  touched.  There  are  common  gitts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  that  may  both  warm  the  af- 
fection, and  fmooth  the  converfation ;  while  yet  the 
heart  is  not  walhed  from  its  filthinefs,  in  the  manner 
that  I  have  defcribed. 

5.  It  is  not  2ifuper/iitious,  but  z  fcriptural  and  regular 
purity.  Many  worfliip  God  vainly,  while  they  worPnip 
him  fuperftitioufly  ;  in  a  manner  not  required  in  his 
word :  fuch  are  all  thefe  forms  of  worfliip,  and  of  di- 
vine fervice,  in  thofe  churches  that  are  over-run  with 
human   inventions,    and  unfcriptural    ceremonies :    In 

.  vain  do  they  worfhip  me  ;  teaching  for  doSirines  the  com- 
mandments of  men.  The  word  of  God  is  the  ftandard 
of  true  piety  and  purity :  ^s  many  as  walk  according  to 
this  rule,  peace  he  on  them,  faith  the  apoftle,  and  on  all 
the  Ijrael  of  God.  "To  the  law  and  to  the  teflimony  ; 
ij  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no 

U  u  a  light 
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*i^^ht  w  thevu  No  man  can  do  any  thing  in  faith,  un- 
^efs  he  can  fay,  So  it  is  written  ;  or  hath  a  thus  faith  the 
hord  to  warrant  it :  and  whatfoever  is  not  thus  of  faith 
is  fin.  This  purity  is  fcriptural  both  with  refpe^t  to 
the  law  and  the  gofpel :  the  law  is  the  ride  of  purity, 
and  the  gofpel  is  the  tnjiriwtent^  tvtn  the  word  of  grace : 
JNozu  are  ye  clean,  throiioh  the  ivoi  d  that  1  have  Jpoken 
unto  you.  Sar  Bfy  them  through  thy  truth j  thy  word  is 
truth 

6.  It  is  not  a  partial^  but  an  e;denfve^  unit' erf al  pu- 
rity.    It  is  not  a  part  of  the  man,  that  is  walhed  from 
filthinefs,  but  the  whole  man :  the  whole  man  is  renewed 
after  the  image  of  God.  If  any  man  he  in  Ch?  ///  he  is  a  new 
creature  ;  old  things  are  pall  away;  behold,  aU  things  are  he- 
<:orae  new.  There  is  a  new  ftate,  anewdifpofition  ;  there  is 
a  nev/  light  in  the  underftanding  ;   the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God :  a  new  liberty  in  the  will ;  be- 
ing miade  willing  in  the  day  of  God* s  power  :  a  new  order 
in  the  aifeftions  ;    they  being  y^/  upon  things  above :  a 
new  peace  in  the  confcience  ;   a  peace  that  pa/feth  all  na- 
tural underfianding :  a  new  luftre    in  the  whole  conver- 
fation  ;   it  being  a  converfation  becoming  the  gofpel :  a  new 
trade  of  communion  with  God,    and  intercourfe  with 
heaven  :    a  new  war  aoainil  the  devil,   the  v\'orid,  and 
'  the  flefli :  All  things  are  bcco?ne  new.     Think  not  you  arc 
holy  enough  when  free  from  the  outward  pollutions  of 
the  world.     New  defires  and  new  delights  mull  be  in- 
laid and  implanted  in  the  foul :  new  faith,  in  oppofition 
to  the  old  dead  faith  ;   new  hope,  in   oppofition  to  the 
old  natural  hope  ;  new  repentance,  in  oppofition  to  the 
old-covenant  repentance  ;    a  new  obedience,  in  oppofi- 
tion to  the  old-covenant  obedience.     And  fo, 

7.  It  is  not  a  legaf  but  an  evangelical  purity.  Legal 
purity  is  built  upon  the  ground  of  perfonal  righfeoifnefs 
and  inherent  Jirength,  like  Adam's  in  a  ftate  of  inno- 
cency  :  but  evangelical  purity  is  built  upon  the  ground 
oi'  ChrijVs  righteoifnefs  7mA  flrength^  Ifa.  xlv.  24.  The 
man  that  is  evangelically  purified  faith,  Siarly  in  the 
Lord  only  have  I  righteoifnefs  and fircngth,  Gofpel  pu- 
rity ads  upon  the  divine  Jh'cngtJj  oi  Chrift,  for  being 
to  lildi^  and  for  all  its  alliftance :   and  it  ads  upon  the 

divine 
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divine  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  acceptation  to  itfelf, 
and  for  all  its  acceptance.  -  Legal  purity  ads  by  cowpul- 
f,on  and  conjiraint^  from  fear  of  hell,  and  the  like  :  but 
gofpel  purity  2id.^  freely^  and  from  love.-  Legal  purity 
levels  2Xfelf^  and  the  magnifying  thereof:  gofpel  purity 
levels  -AX.  free  grace ^  and  the  praife  and  glory  thereof. — 
Legal  purity  is  mercenary^  expecting  God  will  make  out 
his  part,  becaufe  the  pure  creature  thinks  he  has  done 
his  endeavour,  to  perform  his  condition  on  his  part ; 
and  fo  imagines  he  has  a  right  founded  upon  his  purity 
and  holinefs  :  but  gofpel  purity  is  humble^  and  takes  all 
things  freely  ;  not  in  a  conditional  w^ay,  but  in  an  ab- 
folute  manner,  with  refpeft  to  him  ;  and  expeding 
all  things  promifed  in  the  covenant,  only  upon  the 
condition  performed  by"  Chrill,  his  obedience  to  the 
death. 

8.  It  is  not  an  evaiiijhmg^  but  2.  permanent  ^\xx\\.y »  All 
the  religion  that  many  have  is  evanilhing  and  fuperficial  j 
it  comes  and  goes  hke  a  flafh  of  lightening.  True  purity 
is  permanent  and  conilant ;  it  continues  and  grows : 
for,  he  that  hath  clean  hands  jhall  vjax  flronger  and  ftrong- 
er  *7  he  righteous  holdeth  on  his  ivay,  like  a  veflel  failing 
toward  fuch  a  port,  though  it  mxet  with  many  blafts  to 
drive  it  hither  and  thither,  and  fometimes  very  far  back; 
yet  it  goes  on  again,  and  makes  out  the  harbour  de- 
figned  :  fo,  though  the  believer  may  meet  wdth  blafls 
of  temptation  and  corruption,  that  m.ay  fet  him  far  back; 
yet  he  holds  on  his  way.  A  God  in  Chrifl  is  the  centre 
of  reft,  to  which  he  moves ;  yea,  he  hath  taken  up  his 
reft  in  him,  and  there  he  refolves  to  ftay  for  ever :  he 
hath  chofen  a  God  in  Chrift  for  his  portion,  and  he  is 
determined  to  abide  by  his  choice  ;  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  but  thse  f  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
defire  be  fides  thee  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  25.  As  if  he  had  faid, 
I  have  been  ranging  and  ranfacking  heaven,  and  look- 
ing to  all  the  angels  there  ;  I  have  been  traverfmg  earth, 
and  viewing  all  the  children  of  men  ;  but  tiiere  is  none 
worthy  of  my  choice  but  thee  alone  :  JVhom  have  I  in 
heaven  hut  thee  f  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I 
defire  befidts  thee.  Here  is  a  charaderillick  and  diftin- 
guilliing  quality  of  a  pure  and  upright  man.  A  hypo- 
crite 
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crlte  can  go  to  a  preaching  and  a  prayer ;  but  he  can 
never  fay.  Now,  I  could  hve  and  die  in  this  work ;  no, 
no  :  the  man  mufl  be  back  to  the  world  again,  back  to 
his  idols  again  :  there  is  Ibmething  in  the  earth  that  is 
more  his  portion  than  God  ;  fo  his  religion  is  vanifliing. 
But, 

in.  It  is  proper  now  to  fpeak  a  word  of  the  necejfity 
of  this  purity.  Here  I  would  eliay  two  things : 
I.  Shew  that  it  is  nec^llary.  2.  Enquire  for  what  it  is 
necefl'ary. 

ly^,  We  are  to  fhew  that  purity  is  neceffary.  This 
will  appear  clear,  if  you  conlider  thefe  things  follow- 
ing. 

I .  That  purity  is  neceffary,  will  appear  from  all  the 
topical  works  under  the  law  ;  the  legal  wafhings  and  pu- 
rifyings.  What  meant  the  great  fea  of  brafs  that  was 
appointed  for  the  high  priefis  to  wafh  in,  before  they 
made  their  addrelfes  to  the  throne,  before  they  compaf- 
fed  the  altar  ?  What  needed  all  the  wafliings  of  the 
people  and  of  the  facrifices  ?  Certainly,  if  we  look  not 
to  the  fpirituality  of  it,  but  only  to  the  latter,  they  feem 
a  piece  of  pageantry,  unworthy  of  the  divine  Spirit  to 
concern  himfelf  in  thefe  outward  wafliings  :  but  having 
a  further  view,  they  point  at  a  gofpel  fpiritual  wafhing 
and  purification. 

1.  The  neceinty  of  it  is  evident  from  xhc  facrajvcntal 
ivajhing  in  the  new  teftament.  What  means  the  facra- 
ment  of  baptifm  ?  Doth  it  not  fpeak  forth  the  neceility 
of  our  waihing  ?  Who  no  fooner  enter  on  the  threfhold 
of  life,  than  there  is  the  laver  of  regeneration  prefented 
for  wailiing  and  purification. 

3,  The  necefiity  of  it  is  evident  from  all  the  commands 
of  the  law.  Every  command  hath  a  voice;  and  the  ge- 
neral voice  and  cry  of  all  is,  Wajh  ye^  inake  ye  clean.,  Ifa. 
i.  1 6.  The  end  of  the  command  is  love^  out  of  a  puer  hearty 
I  Tim.  \.  ^, 

4.  The  necefiity  of  it  is  evident  from  the  promifes  of 
the  gofpel.  The  great  promife  of  the  new  covenant  is,  / 
will  fpr inkle  the7nzvith  clean  water,  and  they  [hall  he  clean  ; 
pom  all  your  flthinefs^  and  from  all  your  idols  Izvlll  cleanfe 

yoUy 
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yoUt  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  Thefe  promifes  were  needlefs, 
if  purity  was  not  necelTary  :  and  we  ought  to  make  ufe 
of  thefe  promifes,  and  plead  them. 

5.  In  a  word.  It  was  the  end  of  Chrift's  coming  into 
the  world,  that  he  might  7^ e deem  from  all  iniquity^  and 
purify  unto  hitnf elf  a  peculiar  people  :  —It  was  the  defign  of 
his  abode  in  it,  that  he  might  leave  us  an  example^  fet 
before  us  2.  pattern  of  holinefs^  that  we  might  follow  bis 
Jieps^  and  be  holy  as  he  is  holy  : — It  was  the  intention  of 
his  death,  and  the  (hedding  of  his  blood  ;  for,  befuffer- 
ed  without  the  gate,  that  he  might  fandify  the  people,  and 
that  his  blood  might  be  a  laver  for  wafhing  away  all  their 
filthinefs  and  impurity,  and  a  fountain  for  wafliing  a- 
way  all  fm  and  uncleannefs,  becaufe  his  blood  cleanfes 
from  all  fin, — Chrift  prayed  for  his  blelTmg  to  us  \fanC' 
tify  them  through  the  truth  :  he  fent  the  Spirit  {or  this  end, 
that  he  might  convince  of  fin,  caufe  us  to  walk  in  hisfia- 
lutes,  and  apply  his  blood  for  purifying  our  confciences 

from  dead  works, Thus  we  fee  that  purity  is  necef- 

fary. 

^dly.  We  proceed  now  to  confider,  for  what  it  is  ne- 
celTary. Amongfl  others  it  is  necelTary  for  thefe  things 
following. 

1.  It  is  necelTary  to  GYidcncc  our  jtifiification ^nd  par- 
don. Why,  if  you  be  not  purified,  you  are  not  pardon- 
ed ;  for,  the  pardoned  man  is  a  purified  man.  When 
God  reveals  the  guilt  of  fm,  he  deftroys,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  ftrength  of  fm  ;  Rom.  viii.  i.  T'here  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Chrifl  yeftis  ;  i.  e.  They 
are  juftified.  Well,  how  do  they  evidence  that  ?  They 
walk  not  after  the  flefhy  but  after  the  Spirit. 

2.  It  is  necelTary  to  clear  up  our  evidences  for  Heaven. 
— It  is  necelTary  to  clear  your  adoption  ;  Touch  not  the  un- 
clean thing,  faith  the  Lord ;  and  I  will  receive  you  :  Izuillbe 
a  Father  to  you,  andyoufJjuUbe  my  Cons  anddauohiers,  1  Cor, 
vi.  17,  18.  The  meaning  is,  in  a  word  :  this  purity  iliall 
be  an  evidence  of  my  paternal  relation  to  you ;  and  here- 
by your  adoption  into  my  family  will  be  cleared  up  :  for, 
ii  you  be  of  God's  family,  you  will,  thro'  gr?»ce,  fiudy 
purity. — It  is  necelTary  to  your  union  with  him  ;  I  do 
not  mean  that  the  foul  mufl  firil  be  purified  before  it  be 

united 
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united  to  Chrift  ;  as  if  none  were  to  come  to  Chrifl,  till 
they  firil  make  themlelves  pure  :  nay,  that  is  crofs  to 
the  very  fcope  of  the  gofpeJ,  which  calls  polluted  fm- 
ners  to  come  to  him,  that  they  may  be  wafhed  by  him. 
But  I  fay,  it  is  neceffary  to  union,  in  regard  that,  in 
uniting  a  foul  to  himfelf,  he  purifies  that  foul  :  and 
there  cannot  be  an  union  between  Chrift  and  the  foul 
otherwife  :  Of  htm  are  ye  in  Chr'[jl  Jef^^-,  ''^ho  of  God  is 
made  to  iis  fancilfi cation^  i  Cor.  i.  30.  If  Chrili  come 
into  the  foul,  he  comes  in  fan6tifying  and  purifying  the 
foul :  for  he  cannot  unite  with  impurity  ;  light  cannot 
unite  with  darknefs,  neither  life  match  with  death. 
Can  Heaven  mingle  with  hell,  or  fleih  with  fpirit  ?  No ; 
there  is  no  union  but  in  this  purifying  Spirit  to  come 
in.  —It  is  neceuary  to  our  communion  with  God.  As  I 
faid  of  union,  fo  1  fay  of  communion.:  when  God  vouch- 
fafes  to  bring  a  perfon  to  communion  with  himfelf,  he 
purifies  that  perfon  :  for,  zubat  communion  hath  light  with 
darknefs  f  And  the  more  that  a  perfon  is  purified,  the 
more  communion  v*^ith  God:  If  a  man  love  me,  and  keep 
my  words ^  my  Father  will  lyve  him  ;  and  we  will  come  itn- 
to  htm,  and  take  up  cur  abode  with  him,  John  xiv.  23. 
And  he  that  hath  my  commandments^  and  keepeth  them,  he 
it  is  that  loveth  me,  and  he  that  loveth  me,f})dl  he  loved  of 
my  Father^  and  I  will  love  hi^n^  and  zvill  manijefl  myjelf  to 
hihi^  John  xiv.  21. 

3.  It  is  neceiTary  to  the  accept ablcnefs  of  our  fervices 
unto  God.  As  in  juilification  the  believer  is  made  ac- 
cepted; fo  in  limclificatton  he  is  made  acceptable,  I  di- 
flinguilh  between  acceptance^  and  acceptahlenefs  :  We  are 
accepted  only  in  the  beloved ;  but  thofe  that  are  loved  of 
him,  and  accepted^  they  are  alfo  made  lovely  and  accept- 
able. Juftification  and  pardon  makes  a  man  loved  and 
accepted :  but  fancliiication  and  purity  maketh  him  love- 
ly and  acceptable.  The  greatefl  performances,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  m.oft  exprefs  commands,  are  loll ;  they  are , 
unacceptable  and  abominable,  in  the  light  of  God,  with- 
out purity;  Ifa.  Ixvi.  3.  He  that  kideth  an  ox,  as  if  he 
flew  a  man  ;  he  that  facnfceth  a  la7nb,  as  if  he  cut  off"  a 
dog's  neck  ;  he  that  offereth  an  oblation,  as ,  //  he  offered 
fwinss  blood ;  he  that  bur  net  h  ince?fe,  as  if  he  bleffed  an 

idol: 
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idol :  yea,  they  have  chofen  their  own  zuays,  and  their  foul 
delighteth  in  their  abominations.  All  duties,  all  actions  ; 
natural  adions,  civil  actions,  religious  actions,  they  are 
all  abominable  to  him,  without  this  purity. 

4.  It  is  neceflary  to  accefs  to  God  :  /  will  wajh  mine 
hands  in  innocence,  and  fo  will  compajs  thine  altar,  Pfal. 
xxvi.  6.  TVho  fhall  ajcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  Who 
Jhail  /land  in  his  holy  place  f  He  that  hath  clean  hands  and 
a  pure  heart,  he.  Pfalm  xxiv.  3,  4.  It  is  neceflary  to 
accefs  :  not  as  the  ground  of  accefs  to  God  ;  but  as  the 
qualification  of  the  perfon  that  fliall  have  accefs.  The 
legal  dream  of  the  natural  biafs  of  the  heart,  makes  it 
neceflary  fl:ill  to  difliinguifh  matters  well  upon  this  fub- 
jed.  The  only  ground  of  accefs  is  the  blood  of  Chrifl: ; 
In  whom  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs,  with  confidence ^  by 
the  faith  of  him,  Eph.  iii.  12.  Purity  itfelf,  in  whatever 
meafure  communicated  to  us,  is  not  the  foundation  of 
our  accefs  to  God ;  but  it  is  the  qualification  of  the 
fubjed,  or  perfon,  that  hath  accefs ;  he  is  a  perfon  who, 
being  privileged  with  accefs  by  the  blood  ot  Chrifl,  is 
alfo  waflied  and  purified  by  that  fame  blood  :  and  this 
is  the  charader  of  the  man  that  fhall  afcend  to  the  hill  of 
the  Lord^  and  fiand  in  bis  holy  place^  being  thus  put  in 
a  capacity  fo  to  do.  Indeed,  the  believer  comes  always 
in  the  fenfe  of  impurity,  and  to  be  cleanfed  5  and  this 
very  thing  is  fouie  purity. 

TV.  The  fourth  general  head  we  propofed,  was,  To 
touch  at  the  excellency  of  this  purity.  We  fhall  endeavour 
to  point  out  the  excellency  thereof  in  the  ten  following 
particulars. 

I.  The  excellency  of  it  appears,  in  that  it  affwmlates 
unto  God :  It  is  a  refemblance  of  God,  who  is  perfect 
purity  ;  and  purity  is  one  of  the  moft  noble  parts  of  his 
image.  Every  creature  hath  fome  refemblance  of  God: 
the  very  inanimate  creatures  refemble  him,  in  refped 
of  being  ;  and  living  creatures  refemble  him,  in  fome- 
thing  of  life :  nay,  the  very  devils  refemble  him,  in 
fomething  of  knowledge.  But  for  the  refemblance  of 
that  moral  perfedion,  his  holinefs  and  purity,  this  is 
what  devils  and  men,  by  their  fm  and  fall,  are  oppo- 
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fite  and  antipodes  to :    but  it  is  the  honour  of  all  the 
laints,  to  have  fome  refemblance  of  God,  even  in  ho- 

hnefs. 

2.  It  cannot  but  be  excellent,  for  it  retrives  our  ori- 
ginal innocence,  partly  here,  and  fully  hereafter. 
When  man  dropt  cut  of  God*s  creating  hand,  he  was 
like  the  pidure  of  God,  in  a  cloud :  O  he  was  lovely ! 
he  w^as  an  abfolute  beauty,  without  any  deformity ! 
But,  alas !  he  quickly  was  perverted,  and  his  beau- 
ty defaced.  Now,  this  purity  retrieves  our  original 
beauty. 

3.  The  excellency  of  it  cannot  but  appear  in  this,  that 
it  is  the  defign  of  the  whole  Trinity^  in  all  their  great 
•aftions.  —It  is  the  deiign  of  God  the  Father  in  electing 
a  fet  of  people,  that  they  might  be  holy  ;  He  hath  chofen 
lis  in  him^  that  we  Jhuidd  be  holy^  Eph.  i,  4. — It  was  the 
defign  of  Chriji  in  dying,  that  he  might  purify  to  himfelf 
a  peculiar  people^  %ealous  of  good  ivorks^  Tit.  ii.  14.  It 
was  not  merely  to  pardon,  but  to  purify  :  pardon  only 
keeps  us  from  hell ;  but  purity  makes  us  like  God  him- 
felf, and  fit  for  heaven. It  is  the  defign  of  the  Holy 

Ghoji  to  purify  :  and  why  is  he  called  the  Holy  Ghoji  f 
Not  only  beceaife  he  is  cffentially  holy  ;  for,  indeed, 
the  Father  and  the  Son  are  the  fame  holy  Spirit  with  him ; 
but  becaufe  of  his  function  and  operation,  by  the  divine 
ceconomy ;  it  being  his  work  to  make  a  holy  world,  a 
pure  world. 

4.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  a  dijiinguijhing  cha* 
racier  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  from  all  others.  What 
is  Mahometanifm,  but  a  mixture  of  diftrad:ed  fancies, 
and  erroneous  pollutions  ?  The  Pagan  religion  is  no- 
thing but  a  pollution  ;  their  gods  are  brought  in  as  mur- 
derers and  liars.  Piety  and  purity  is  the  diftinguifliing 
charafter  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  great  defign 
of  it ;  Let  every  one  that  namcth  the  name  of  Ch rift  depart 
from  iniquity^  2  Tim.  ii.  1 9.  Their  name  ihould  be,  Ho- 

linefs  to  the  Lord, 

5.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  it  is  the  beauty  of  the 
rational  creature.  We  are  called  to  woriliip  him  in  the 
beauty  of  holincfi^  Pfalm  xxix.  2.  This  is  a  beauty  that 
makes  a  man  o.ut-fnine  the  fun  in  i^^Jendor.     Impurity 

is 
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is  the  greateft  deformity.  I  have  read  of  an  old  woman, 
who,  feeing  her  deformity  in  a  glafs,  did  run  mad.  O 
Sirs !  if  God  fliould  fliow  us  our  deformity,  in  the 
glafs  of  the  law,  it  were  enough  to  make  us  run  difcrac- 
ted,  if  there  was  no  difcovery  of  a  fountain,  for  purifi- 
cation and  walhing. 

6.  It  is  excellent,,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  real  glory 
and  honour  of  a  man  that  hath  it ;  and  it  is  fin  that  is 
a  man's  fhame  and  difhonour.  Naaman  was  general  of 
the  king's  army,  a  man  of  great  favour  with  his  prince, 
a  man  of  great  honour  and  r«fpe£l:,  a  mighty  man  of 
valour  :  but  he  was  a  leper  ;  this,  but  be  was  a  leper ^ 
was  a  cloud  upon  all  his  glory,  and  a  nail  upon  all  his 
honour.  So  to  fay.  There  is  a  wife  man,  but  he  is 
unholy  ;  there  is  a  great  man,  but  he  is  unholy ;  there 
is  a  good-natured  man,  a  learned  man,  but  he  is  a  flrang- 
cr  to  gofpel  purity  :  this  is  a  cloud  of  darknefs  upon  all 
his  other  excellencies.  Whereas  purity  and  piety,  in 
a  gofpel  fenfe,  is  the  real  glory  and  honour  of  a  man : 
Right eoiifnefs  exalts  a  nation^  faith  Solomon  ;  butfji  is  a 
reproach  to  any  people^  Prov.  xiv.  14.  Purity  exalts  a 
man,  exalts  a  people.  God's  holinefs  is  his  glory, 
Deut.  xxvi.  18,  19.  and  much  more  mufl  it  be  fo  to 
man.  Yea,  it  is  not  only  an  honour  to  the  man  him- 
felf,  that  is  indued  with  it ;  but  it  makes  the  man  an 
honour  to  thofe  that  are  concerned  in  him.  The  puri- 
ty and  piety  of  the  father,  is  an  ornament  co  the  child  : 
when  it  can  be  faid.  There  is  the  child  of  a  godly  man ; 
it  is  the  child's  honour  :  and  the  purity  and  piety  of  the 
child  is  alfo  an  ornament  and  honour  to  the  parent. 
So  was  Abraham  to  Ifaac,  and  Ifaac  to  Abraham.  So- 
lomon calls  a  good  and  virtuous  wife  a  cruwn  to  her 
hufband ;  and  fo  is  a  godly  hufband  a  crown  of  honour 
to  the  wife.  Such  perfons  are  a  crown  and  honour  to 
the  families  where  they  refide  ;  yea,  to  the  place  where 
they  are  born  and  bred  :  Of  Zion  it  Jhall  be  faid^  This 
??ia?i  and  that  man  was  born  there^  Pfaim  Ixxxvii.  5. 

7.  It  is  excellent,  in  refpecl  of  its  gainfulnefs^  or  the 
advantages  accruing  to  it.  True  riches  are  to  be  had 
this  way:  Godliuefs  is  great  ^atiTy  i  'I  \\\\.  \\.  6  Ins  profi- 
table in  all  things^  having  the  promt fe  of  the  Itfe  that  nozo 
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is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come,  chap.  iv.  8.  It  hath 
the  promife  of  all  things  annexed  to  it :  not  as  a  pro- 
mife  of  life  that  was  made  to  works  and  doing,  in  the 
covenant  of  works  ;  beware  of  that  thought ;  for  now, 
in  the  covenant  of  grace,  all  the  promifes  are  thus  an- 
nexed only  to  Chrift,  and  his  obedience  to  the  death, 
his  perfed  righteoufnefs,  and  to  the  believer  only  in  and 
through  him,  and  through  this  obedience  of  his.  The 
annexing  of  the  promife  to  our  works  and  obedience, 
as  in  themfelves  confidered,  as  it  is  to  turn  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  into  a  covenant  of  works ;  fo,  it  is  like 
to  be  the  ruining  error  of  many  in  our  day,  and  even 
of  tall  cedars  in  our  Lebanon,  that  are  like  to  fall  into 
the  horrible  pit  of  an  old-covenant  religion,  notwith- 
flanding  of  a  new-covenant  profeflion  :  but  the  promife 
is  annexed  to  godlinefs  thus,  'u'l'z,.  as  it  is  an  evidence 
of  union  to  Chrift,  and  participation  of  his  righteoufnefs, 
in  whom,  and  through  which  righteoufnefs.  All  the 
fromifes  are  Tea  and  Amen,  And  now,  what  gain, 
what  profit  is  here  ?  It  hath  thus  the  promife  of  all 
things,  temporal  and  eternal,  Prov.  xxii.  4.  Profit  is 
a  bait  that  all  bite  at ;  it  is  the  great  god  of  the  world, 
that  competes  with  the  true  God,  for  a  place  in  the 
heart  and  affections  of  men,  in  oppofition  to  the  firft  and 
great  command,  Thou  /halt  have  no  other  God  before  me, 
But  here  is  profit,  infinitely  beyond  the  world :  it  is 
prefent  gain  ;  it  is  the  beft,  the  true  gain. 

8.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  of  its  plcafantnefs  ;  here  is 
pkafure,  as  well  as  honour  and  profit ;  which  three  are 
ufually  called  the  world's  trinity.     What  pleafure  is 
there  to  be  had  in  the  way  of  purity  ?     Why,  zuifdotns 
•ways  are  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace,  Prov. 
iii.  17.  This  made  David  chufe  rather  to  be  a  door-keep- 
er in  the  houfe  of  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  zuick- 
edi  efs  ;    and  ro  vakie  a  day  in  his  courts  better  than  a 
thou  [and  elfewhere^  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  i  o.     It  is  true,  many 
never  taded  the  fweetnefs  that  is  in  God's  way ;    and 
hence  they  weary  of  means  and  ordinances  :  but  they 
that  tafle  the  fame,  they  find  that  the  work  of  righteouf- 
nefs is  peace  ;  and  the  efeft  of  right e 01  fnefs^  qidetnefs  and 
ajfurance  for  ever^   Ifa.  xxxii.  1 7.     And  it  is  not  only 

pleafant 
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pleafant  to  all  that  know  it,  but  hath  fuch  a  perfume 
and  favour,  that  it  is  mod  pleafant  and  delightful  to  all 
that  come  near  it.  We  have  a  bright  example  of  this 
in  the  primitive  Chriftians,  Ads  ii.  46,  47.  ^nd  they 
continued  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking 
bread  from  hoiife  to  houfe,  did  eat  their  bread  with  gladne/s 
and  fw^lenefs  of  heart,  fraifing  God,  and  having  favour 
with  all  the  people  What  v\^as  it  that  recommended 
them  to  the  fwoour  of  all  the  people  f"  It  was  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  graces,  by  reafon  of  the  Lord's  prefence 
with  them.  A  pure  converfation  is  a  gaining  thing ; 
hence  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  being  win  by  a  holy  conver^ 
Jaiion^  i  Pet.  iii.  i.  We  read  of  a  pure  virgin,  Cici- 
lia,  by  her  holy  deportment  at  her  Martyrdom,  that 
fhe  was  the  mean  of  converting  four  hundred  to 
Chrift. 

9.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  of  its  antiquity.  Purity 
was  the  firil  fuit  that  ever  was  upon  man's  back  ;  he 
being  created  after  the  image  of  God.  Sin  is  of  a  lat- 
ter edition  than  fanclity  :  it  is  but  an  upflart.  Sanftity 
is  the  firfl-born  ;  Afh  for  the  old  path ^  Jer.  vi.  16.  Ma- 
ny boail  of  antiquity  for  the  defence  of  their  ceremonies 
and  fuperflition :  where  was  your  religion,  fay  the 
Papifts,  before  Luther  and  Calvin  ?  Why,  it  was  even 
in  the  Bible,  as  well  as  among  the  church  viiible. 
But,  what  though  men  fhould  pretend  to  the  grcateft 
antiquity  that  it  is  pollible  for  fmful  and  fuperllitious 
cuftoms  to  pretend  to,  let  us  hold  by  fcripture  antiqui- 
ty. It  will  not  juftify  fm,  that  it  is  as  old  as  the  devil : 
but  purity  and  holinefs  is  of  an  older  date  than  the  de- 
vil himfelf ;  he  was  a  holy  angel  before  he  was  an  un- 
holy angel. 

10.  It  is  excellent,  in  regard  that  it  is  the  excellency 
of  all  other  excellencies  :  it  is  the  excellency  of  all  the 
divine  perfedions,  that  they  are  holy.  The  angels  that 
knew  well  what  is  the  top  of  their  excellency,  difcover 
this  in  their  threefold  repetition,  Holy^  holy^  boly^  Ifa. 
vi.  3.  It  is  the  excellency  of  all  accompliflnnents  among 
men.  Let  a  man  have  never  fo  much  excellency, 
birth  and  breeding,  wit  and  wealth,  honour  and 
grandeur,    learning   and   literature,    if  this  be  want- 
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ing)  there  is  no  true  excellency  therein.  In  a  word, 
Ji^  ithout  holifie/s  no  man  Jhall  Jee  God^  Heb.  xii.  14. 
BleJJed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  Jhall  fee  God^ 
Matth.  V.  8. — So  much  for  a  Ihort  hint  at  the  excellency 
of  this  purity. 


«C^  ^P')  ^  ^^  ^51^.  <Qfe  c^  d!2:  ^  <^  if2:  ^ 
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PrOV.    XXX.    12, 

nere  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  ivajhed  from  their  Jilt  hinefs. 

[The  third  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

IT  IS  a  fad  fentence  when  God  pafTes  it  upon  any> 
He  that  is  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  fill;  he  that  is  un- 
juf},  let  him  he  iinjujl  Jlillf  Rev.  xii.  i  1.  Ephraim  is  join- 
ed to  his  idols,  let  him  alone,  Hof.  iv.  17.  O  how  fad  is 
it  when  God  fays,  concerning  fuch  a  perfon.  Let  him  a- 
lone  !  Miniilers  and  ordinances,  Let  him  alone  ;  Word 
and  Spirit,  Let  him  alone  :  let  no  word  that  is  preach- 
ed do  him  good ;  let  no  threatening  of  the  word  awaken 
him  ;  let  no  promife  of  the  word  allure  him  ;  let  no  pre- 
cept of  the  word  draw  him  :  let  him  continue  hardened 
a^ainft  all  that  can  be  faid  from  the  word  ;  Let  him  a* 
lone  ;  kt  him  live  and  die  under  the  power  and  guilt  of 
fm,  under  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God :  he  is  a  filthy 
man,  and  flie  is  a  filthy  woman,  and  let  them  be  filthy 
flill.  Oh  !  dreadful  fentence  !  And  yet  it  feems  to  be 
pafTcd  agalnft  the  generality  of  people  in  our  day ;  and 
yet  few  or  none  touched  with  it :  let  us  think  on  it  in 
fad  earncft  ;  for,  as  my  text  faith,  There  is  a  generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  is  not  wajhed  from 
their  filthinefs. 

We  have  finiflied  what  we  defigtied  6n  the  doftrinal 
part  of  the  fecond  obfervation  we  deduced  from  the 
words,  by  enquiring  into  the  nature,  mentioning  fome 

of 
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of  the  qualities,  evincing  the  neceflity,  and  pointing 
out  the  excellency  of  purity.     We  now  proceed, 

V.  To  xhcjifth  thing  propofed,  viz.   The  apfUcatmi 
of  the  fubjed.  This  we  Ihall  effay  in  feveral  ufes. 

ly?.  Let  us  improve  this  dodrine  for  information.  Is  it 
fo,  as  has  been  faid,  l^hat  purity  is  an  excellent  thing, 
and  of  ahfolute  necejfit'j  to  denominate  a  true  faint  f  Then, 
I .  Hence  fee  the  difference  between  jujiification  and 
fanSlifcation.  Sandification,  or  purity,  is  neccffary  and 
excellent,  in  all  the  refpeds  that  I  have  formerly  nam- 
ed :  but  yet  it  is  not  neceffary  ^ox  jufiif  cation,  fo  as  to 
be  the  ground  thereof.  It  is  neceffary  to  be  the  evidence  cf 
juftification  ;  but  not  the  ground  thereof:  the  ground  of 
juflification  is  onlyChrifl's  righteoufnefs.  Many  are  ut- 
terly bemifled  in  this  point ;  they  confound  juftification 
with  fandification.     Though,  indeed,  they  be  as  infe- 
parable  as  head  and  body  to  a  living  man,    yet  there 
can  be  nothing  more  different.    They  are  moft  diftinct. 
(i.)  Juftification  comes  from  the  merit  of  Chrift  ;  fandi- 
fication  comes  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.     (2.)  Juftifi- 
cation makes  a  relative   change,  by  bringing  us  from 
enemies  to  friends,  from  condemnation  to  abfolution  ; 
fanclification  makes  a  real  change,  by  healing  our  in- 
ward maladies  and  plagues.  (3.)  Juftification  gives  us 
a  title  to  heaven ;  fandification  gives  us  a  ?neetnefs  for 
heaven.    (4.)  Juftification  takes  away  the  guilt  of  fin ; 
fandification  takes  away  thp  fltb,  and  power,  and  polh^- 
iion   of  fin.     (5.)  Juftification  is    by  a   righteoufnefs 
without  us ;  fandification  is  by  a  righteoufnefs  within 
us.  (6.)  In  juftification  there  is  the  imputatio?!  of  Chrift's 
righteoufnefs   and  fandification ;  but  in    fandification 
there  is  the  implantation  of  grace,  and  fomething  fub- 
jedively  imparted  ;  not  imputed  to  us,  but  wrought  in 
us  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.     (7.)  Juftification  is  but  one  a3 
and  once  aded ;  fandification  is  a  continual  adion,  or 
a  progreffive  work.     (8.)    Juftification  is  perfed  and 
ahfolute ;    fandification    is   imperfecf,    and  but   begun. 
And  hence,  (9.)  Juftification  is  equal,  and  alike  in  all 
believers  ;  no  man  is  more  juftified  than  another:  fanc- 
tification  is  unequal,   in  fome  more,  and  in  feme  lefs, 

Hccordini^ 
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according  to  the  meafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrlfl :  juflifi. 
cation  is  perfeO:  the  firft  moment ;  fandification  is  never 
perfeQ:  till  a  man  die.  (lo.)  In  juflification  we  are 
pajfvoe^  and  do  nothing ;  but  in  fandification  we  are  ac» 
t'roe  ;  for,  being  afted,  we  ad  ;  being  moved,  we  move 
and  do  work,  being  fet  on  work  by  the  Spirit  of  God : 
is  there  any  thing  more  diflinft  than  thefe  two  ? 
(ii.)  Juftification  anfwers  the  law^  as  a  covenant; 
fan6tification  anfwers  it  as  2.  rule*  (12.)  Juftification 
makes  a  man  accepted  ;  fanctification  makes  a  man  accept- 
able;  as  we  formerly  obferved  on  the  third  general 
head  of  the  dodrine.  ^ 
•  2.  Hence  fee,  that  there  is  no  juflification  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law.  Why  ?  becaufe,  though  this  purity  and 
conformity  to  the  law,  be  thus  necelTary  and  excellent 
for  denominating  "^faint^  and  evidencing  oi juftification  ; 
yet  it  is  imperfeh  in  time,  and  fo  cannot  be  the  matter 
and  ground  of  juflification :  no  righteoufnefs,  but  a  per- 
fe6:  one,  can  judify  us  before  God.  Do  any  of  the  faints 
reckon  their  purity  and  piety  to  be  their  righteoufnefs 
before  God  ?  No,  by  no  means  :  David  trembles  at  the 
thoughts  of  this  ;  and  he  deprecates  it  with  abhorrence  : 
O  Lord^  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant :  for  in 
thy  fight  Jh  all  no  man  living  he  juftified,  Pfal.  clxiii.  2.  Purity 
may  juflify  us  before  men  ;  but  we  cannot  appear  be- 
fore an  infmitely  holy  God,  v^^ithout  a  perfect  holinefs ;  nor 
before  an  infinitely  jufl  God,  without  a  complete  fatisfac- 
tion:  and  thefe  are  only  to  be  had  in  Chrift.  For,  when 
our  purity  and  righteoufnefs  is  laid  in  the  balance  of 
God's  holy  law,  mene  tekel  is  written  on  it ;  it  \^  found 
ivaniing :  we  are  but  tmprofJable  fcrvants  ;  and  our 
righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags^  a  mcnftrous  cloath.  If  any 
poor  deluded  foul  be  expelling  that  God  will  juflify 
him,  and  accept  of  him,  and  fliew  favour  to  him,  be- 
caufe he  does  as  well  as  he  can,  and  becaufe  he  perform- 
cth  this  and  the  other  good  duty,  and  hath  a  good  heart  to 
God,   meaneth  well,  and  the  like  ;    it  is  evident  the 

*  The  reader  iriay  fee  this  point  of  dotflrlne,  vtz.  the  dlference  between 
juflificmlon  aiul  finclification.  further  iihiftrated,  Vol  II.  p.  35,  56  ;  and  their 
difference  ftill  more  copionny  held  forth,  and  their  harmony  pointed  out  in  a 
^rcat  many  inftancci,  Gofpcl  Soancts,  i'^rt  VI.  Chap.  iii.  Sev5l,  i,  a. 

man 
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man  knoweth  not  himfelf,  that  he  knoweth  not  the  pu- 
rity of  God*s  holy  law,  and  the  impurity  of  his  own 
heart,  otherwife  he  would  fear  to  think  of  (landing  upon 
that  ground  before  God. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  neceility  of  a  law-work ^  in  fome 
meafure  and  degree.  No  man  will  run  to  the  Surety,  till, 
by  the  law,  he  hath  the  knowledge  of  his  being  quite  in- 
folvent,  and  a  bankrupt.  What  man  will  run  to  the 
fountain  for  cleanfing,  if  he  does  not  fee  that  he  is  defiled 
and  polluted.  If  purity  be  fo  neceflary,  then  a  law-work, 
difcovering  our  impurity,  is  neceffary  alfo ;  that  know- 
ing the  malady,  we  may  apply  to  the  remedy.  | 

4.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  God  treats  mankind  as 
he  doth,  both  with  judg7nent  and  mcrcj.  Why,  the 
world  is  polluted  ; .  and  God  hath  a  mind  to  purify  it. 
Why  doth  the  Lord  fhine  upon  you  with  the  fun  of  a 
kindly  providence  ?  It  is  even  to  melt  you,  that  you 
may  part  with  fm,  and  that  his  goodnefs  may  lead  you  to 
repentance.  Why  doth  he  caft  you  into  a  furnace  of 
affliction  ?  It  is  to  purge  away  drofs ;  and  that  you 
may  come  forth  as  gold  tried  in  the  fire.  Why  vv^as 
the  whole  earth  wailicd  with  a  deluge  ?  Why,  it  was 
polluted,  and  needed  to  be  cleanfed.  And  why  will 
he  again  melt  it  with  fire  ?  Becauie  it  mufb  be  purified 
before  it  be  a  new  earth. 

5.  Hence  fee  the  neceility  of  the  open  fountain  for  fin 
and  uncleannefs.  The  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  a  foun- 
tain :  it  is  not  a  rividet^  or  a  Jiream^  that  quickly  drys 
up  ;  no,  no  :  it  is  a  fountain^  a  never  failing  fountain. 
It  is  not  a  fountain y^j/^i :  antiently,  in  tliefe  hot  coun- 
tries, when  they  got  a  fountain,  they  reckoned  it  a 
precious  treafure,  and  fealed  it ;  people  had  not  pro- 
mifcuous  accefs  to  it.  Yea,  but  here  is  a  fountain  c- 
pen  ;  every  man,  every  woma,n  is  welcome  to  come  and 
purify  themfelves  at  it,  and  bathe  in  it,  to  walli  till  they 
be  whiter  than  the  driven  fnow.  It  is  not  only  open  for 
the  houfe  of  David,  for  the  royal  family ;  but  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Jeriifalem  :    it  is  tendered  to  the  Vv^hole 

f  The  nature  of  a  law-work,  the  meafure  and  degree  thtre.")f,  and  how 
much  of  it  is  abfolutcly  neceflary,  may  befeen,  by  coafuUing  Vol  li.  p. 
»7o.  i7»>  I?** 

Vol.  L  Y  y  ^  vlhble 
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vifible  church.  And  it  is  open  iox  fin  and  iincleannefs  i 
for  all  pollution  whatever.  O  what  need  of  this  foun- 
tain among  fuch  poor  polluted  finners  1 

6.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  of  what  is  a  paradox  to  ma- 
ny in  the  world,  and  yet  what  is  the  experience  of  the 
faints :  it  lets  us  fee,  I  fay,  why  foine  folk  long  fo  paf- 
fionately  for  death  fometimes ;  yea,  would  chufe  rather 
to  die  than  to  live  :  why,  the  children  of  God  know 
there  is  no  perfect  purification,  but  by  death  ;  and  that 
death  will  purify  them  more  than  all  the  fermons  ever 
they  heard,  than  all  the  providences  ever  they  were 
tryiled  with,  than  all  the  prayers  they  ever  put  up, 
and  all  the  tears  ever  they  fhed.  It  is  a  mad  fancy  of 
the  church  of  Pvome,  and  it  was  an  ignorant  fancy  of 
fome  miftaken  divines,  and  Greek  fathers,  that  there 
is  a  (late  of  purgation  between  this  and  heaven  :  but  we 
fee  from  the  Bible,  that  in  a  moment  the  foul,  feparat- 
ed  from  the  body,  is  made  pure.  The  thief  upon  the 
crofs,  the  fame  day  that  he  is  converted,  he  is  glorifi- 
ed ;  This  day  thoujhalt  be  with  me  in  Faradife,  O  how 
will  the  believer,  when  groaning  under  a  fenfe  of  hn, 
long  for  the  day  of  defolution,  faying.  When  jhali  the 
day  breaks  and  the  fnadows  flee  away^  when  there  fliall 
be  no  more  fm,  no  more  pollution  ? 

2^/y,  This  do£lrine  may  be  applied  for  lamentation^ 
that  there  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  this  neceffary  and  excel- 
lent thing,  purity  ;  and  fuch  a  plenitude  of  the  contrary 
evil,  even  of  all  manner  of  impurity.  Oh  !  may  we  not 
lament  that  there  is  fuch  a  famine  of  piety  and  purity, 
and  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  impiety  and  profanity  ?  I  might 
here  tell  you,  i.  Somewhat  of  the  evils  of  impurity, 
that  v/e  (liould  lament  over.  2.  Some  of  the  evidences 
of  it. 

fi.]  We  are  to  acquaint  you  of  fome  of  the  evils 
of  impurity.  It  is  a  lamentable  thing,  that  there 
Ihould  be  fo  little  purity,  and  fo  much  impurity.     For, 

I.  This  impurity  mars  all  our  excellency.  We  lofe 
our  excellency  by  hn  and  impiety.  It  takes  away  the 
peace  of  a  good  confclence^  which  iliould  be  a  continual 
fcajl :  'There  is  no  peace ^  faith  my  Cod,  to  the  wicked.     It 

takes 
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takes  away  God  from  us  ;  Tour  iniquities  have  fepai-ated 
between  you  and  your  God.  Is  not  this  one  of  the  reafons 
why  God  is  fo  far  from  this  generation  ?  It  is  a  filthy 
generation.  And  if  our  pollution  take  away  God  from 
us,  fliould  it  not  trouble  us  ?  Let  a  carnal  man  lofe 
that  which  he  makes  his  god,  and  fee  how  he  will  be 
troubled  for  it :  his  heart  will  even  die  within  him,  as 
JSFabal's  did ;  and  he  will  be  much  perplexed.  Oh ! 
how  heavy  fliould  it  be  to  us,  that  our  impurity  and 
defilement  doth  us  fuch  a  mifchief  as  this ! 

2.  It  clouds  all  our  prof ejfton.  Men  may  profefs  what 
they  will ;  but  if  they  remain  defiled  and  impure,  and 
if  they  do  not  fight  againff  it,  wreftle  againfl  it,  profefs 
againfl  it,  their  profeflion  is  but  a  fcreen  to  their  atheifm  ; 
7hey  profefs  that  they  know  God^  but  tn  works  they  deny 
him  ;  beina  abominable  and  difobedient,  and  to  every  good 
work  reprobate  J  Tit.  i.  !  6. 

3.  It  brings  on  the  wrath  ofGod,  if  it  be  not  remov- 
ed ;  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day  :  if  he  turn 
not,  he  will  whet  his  fword,  Pfalm.  vii.  11,12.  O  Sirs, 
if  God  begin  to  fire  againfl  a  fmner,  or  a  finful  and  im- 
pure people,  his  wrath  will  be  infupportable.  It  is  true, 
God  flays  long  before  he  come  forth  with  all  his  indig- 
nation againfl  a  polluted  people:  but  then  it  is  the  worfe, 
and  there  is  the  lefs  hope  of  mercy  when  he  begins  to 
deflroy  ;  for  then  he  will  flrike  them  dead  with  the  next 
blow,  and  make  a  full  end.  Is  not  the  Lord  threnten- 
ing  to  do  fo  with  this  generation,  whether  we  fee  it 
or  not  ?  When  the  cup  of  iniquity  is  full  to  the  brim, 
be  fure  that  the  cup  of  wrath  is  full  alfo  ;  full  of  the 
vials  of  dreadful  vengeance.  But  death,  and  hell,  and 
wrath,  are  matters  of  jefl  and  mockery  to  a  filthy  and 
impure  generation,  whofe  very  mind  and  confcience  are 
defiled  :  but  though  their  confciences  be  feared,  and 
their  fouls  be  fleeping  in  fecurity,  yet  their  damnation 
Humbereth  not ;  for,  the  abominable  fliall  have  part  in 
the  lake^  that  burneth  with  fire  and  b'imflone,  which  is 
the  fecond  death.  Rev.  xxi.  8.  Oh  !  is  not  this  matter 
of  lamentation,  that  we  are  in  fuch  danger,  by  reafon 
©f  the  defilement  and  impurity  of  the  day  we  live  in. 

Yy  2  But, 
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But,  fay  you,  how  do  you  prove  the  charge  ?  This  leads 
to  tlie  next  particular,  which  was, 

[2.]  To  mention  fome  of  the  evidences  of  impurity : 
they,  indeed,  are  many.  May  not  he  that  runs  read 
innumerable  grounds  of  lamentation  ?  What  means  the 
abominable  whoredom,  adultery,  uncleannefs,  drunk- 
ennefs,  and  all  manner  of  wickednefs  ;  fwearing,  lying, 
cheating,  flealing.  Sabbath-breaking,  contcm.pt  of  the 
"word  and  ordinances,  that  take  place  ?  Do  not  they 
all  manifefl,  that  the  generation  is  not  wafhed  from  their 
filthinefs  ?  Is  not  profanity,  impiety,  and  immorality, 
become  open,  avowed,  and  profeiTed,  and  fhamelefs  ?— 
But  I  fliall  clofe  at  the  time,  by  offering  only  thefe  three 
general  evidences  of  want  of  purity,  that  we  may  fee 
matter  of  lamentation  here. 

1.  The  firfl  evidence  is  in  the  impurity  of  our  affedi- 
ens.  Are  they  not  carnal  and  impure  ?  Surely  where 
a  man's  treafure  is,  there  will  his  heart  be  alfo.  What 
are  your  morning  thoughts,  and  daily  meditations  ? 
Whether  are  they  converfant  about  earthly  or  heavenly 
things  ?  It  is  indeed  matter  of  exercife  to  a  child  of 
God,  that  he  finds  his  affe6:ions  carnal,  and  earthly, 
and  vain :  but  the  impure  man  lets  the  devil,  and  the 
world,  and  a  thoufands  lufts,  run  away  with  his  af- 
fections all  the  day,  and  all  the  week,  and  all  the 
year ;  and  he  hath  never  a  fore  and  grieved  heart  for 
it. 

2.  Another  evidence  is,  the  impurity  of  omv  fpeeches, 
vhich  are  the  fruits  of  the  affections  :    for.  Out  of  the  ■ 
(ibur.dinice  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  Jpeaketh,  faith  Chrifl : 
and,  ^  good  -man,   out  of  the  good  treafure  of  the  hearty 
hringeth  forth  good  things  ;    and  an  evil  man^  out  of  the 
evil  treafure  of  his   heart,     hringeth  forth   evil  things, 
!Ma-th.  xii.  :54.    5     When  the  heart  is  full  of  any  thing, 
it  will  be  ready  to  utter  itfelf :  as  if  you  jog  a  full  vefTel 
it  will  run  over ;  fo  the  heart  that  is  full  of  the  world, 
will  run  over  the  lips,  and  be  always  fpeaking  of  that ; 
or,  if  an  impure  man  play  the  hypocrite,  and  vent  his 
hypocrify  in  fome  good  fpeech,  yet  he  is  out  of  his  ele- 
ment ;    it  is  not  his  natural  dialed,  or  eafy  to  him  to 
employ  his  tongue  for  God.     It  is  true,  the  godly  may 
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fometimes  have  their  tongue  tacked,  as  it  were,  to  the 
roof  of  their  mouth  ;  but  it  is  not  always  fo. 

3.  The  next  evidence  is  the  impurity  of  our  aBions, 
How  do  you  acl  towards  earthly  things,  and  heavenly 
things?  What  pains  are  you  at  about  earthly  things  ? 
And  how  little  pains  are  you  at  about  heavenly  and 
fpiritual  things  ?     Is  not  that  an  evidence  of  carnality 
and  impurity  ? — How  do  you  acl  with  reference  ^o  fin 
and  duty  f     How  little  care  do  you  take  to  avoid  fin 
yourfelves,    or  reprove  it  in  others  ?     And  how  little 
care  do  you   take   to  perform  the  duties   of  re^ipirn, 
whether  fecret  or  fecial  ?--  How  do  you  a£t  wir^  regard 
to  Go^  and  y oiaf elves  f     How  much  time  do  vou  take 
for  yourfelves  and  your  own  things  ?     And  how  little 
time  do  you  allote  for  God  and  the  things  of  God? 
Doth  not  this  evidence  your  impurity  ?-   How  do  vou 
aft  towards  the  zvorld  and  religion^  when  thev  come  in- 
to competition  ?     The  world  faith,  there  is  a  bufinefs 
muft  be  done  ;   God  faith,  there  is  a  bulmefs  muft  be 
done  :  they  interfere  ;  the  one  of  them  muft  be  nedeft- 
ed  ;  well,  the  man  lets  God  go,  lets  religion  go,  rather 
than  his  dear  worldly  affairs.     This  difcovers  im«purity. 
—How  do  you  ad  with  reference  to  the  word^     The 
impure  heart  doth  not  relifh  the  purity  of  the  v/ord„  or 
the  things  that  are  of  God  :  for,  he  that  is  of  the  fleflj 
favours  the  things  of  the  fie fh;  hut  he  that  is  of  the  Spirit^ 
favours  the  things  of  the  Spirit.     Now,  when  you  hear 
the  word,  do  you  favour  nothing  but  earthly  and  carnal 
things  ?     Why,  the  vain  man  will  pick  out  the  vanity 
in  a  fermon:  if  he  can  catch  at  any  Avord,  that  will  feed 
his  vain  mind,  he  lays  hold  upon  that :  the  curious  man 
will  notice  the  curiofity  that  is  in  it,    and  relifh  that ; 
he  that  is  learned  will  obferve  the  learning  in  it,    and 
applaud  that :  but  he  that  is  fpiritual,  will  find  out  the 
things  that  are  fpiritual,  is  well  pleafed  with,  and  feeds 
upon  them.     See  i  Cor.  ii.  6. — In  a  word,  how  do  you 
a£t  with  refpect  to  confcience  and  intercft  f     When  the 
keeping  of  a  good  confcience  and  worldly  intereft  come 
to  be  in  competition,    by  our  way  of  ading  then,  we 
may  know  who  is  our  mafter,  God  or  the  world  ;  for, 
till  then,   we  know  not  who  is  our  mafter :  but  when 
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confcience  commands  one  thing,  and  the  world  ano- 
ther, fo  that  now  the  world  and  rehgion  go  not  hand  in 
hand,  here  is  the  trial  of  a  pure  heart.  As  a  dog  fol- 
lows two  men  fo  long  as  they  go  together,  and  you 
know  not  who  is  the  dog's  mailer,  of  them  two  :  but 
let  them  come  to  a  parting  road,  and  one  go  one  way, 
and  another  go  another  way,  then  ihall  we  know  which 
of  them  owes  the  dog.  Why,  Sirs,  fometimes  religion 
and  the  world  go  hand  in  hand :  while  a  man  may 
have  the  world,  and  a  religious  profeflion  too  ;  while  it 
is  fo  we  cannot  know  who  is  the  man's  mafler,  whether 
God  or  the  world :  but  ftay  till  the  man  come  to  a 
parting  road ;  God  calls  him  this  way,  and  the  world 
calls  him  that  way  :  why,  if  God  be  his  mafler  he  fol- 
lows religion,  and  lets  the  world  go  ;  if  the  world  be 
his  mailer,  then  he  follows  the  world,  and  the  lufls 
thereof,   and  lets  God,   and  confcience,  and  religion 

go. 

Oh !  Is  it  not  very  lamentable  that  there  are  fo  many 
evidences  of  want  of  purity,  that  neceifary  excellent 
thing !  And  even  among  the  children  of  God,  O  how 
liitle  purity !  Are  they  not  fallen  from  their  firfl  love  ? 
Fallen  from  the  heaven  that  fometimes  they  have  been 
in,  to  the  very  centre  of  the  earth  ?  How  far  art  thou 
grown  earthly  minded  ?  How  doth  this  declining  come 
upon  you  by  degrees,  or  ever  you  are  aware  ?  Like 
Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  whofe  head  was  of  gold,  the 
anus  and  bread  of  filver,  the  thighs  of  brafs,  the  legs 
of  iron,  and  the  feet  of  clay ;  fo  it  is  with  many  de- 
clining Chriftians  in  our  day ;  they  have  had  a  golden 
head,  and  begun  with  a  golden  age,  but  now  they  are 
come  down  to  the  clay  feet.  How  heavenly-minded 
have  you  once  been  ?  but  now,  how  earthly-minded  art 
thou  ?  How  pleafant  were  duties  and  ordinances  for- 
merly, perhaps  ?  But  now,  how  tedious,  wearifomc, 
and  irkfome  ?  How  zealous  have  you  been  for  God's 
glory,  and  againft  all  fm  ?  But  now,  how  cold  and 
lukewarm  ? — O  fmner,  fee  the  necefTity  of  more  puri- 
fication, and  deliverance  from  that  confumption  of  grace, 
and  decay  of  purity,  that  is  taking  place  in  you :  and 
C17  to  God  to  fend  the  Holy  Ghofl,  whofe  office  and 
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fundion  it  is  to  fandify,  waih,  and  cleanfe  you. — La- 
ment the  impurity  of  the  day,  and  your  own  impurity ; 
and  lay  your  foul  at  the  fide  of  the  purifying  fountain, 
and  in  the  way  of  purifying  means,  looking  to  the  Lord 
to  blcfs  the  means  to  you. 

There  are  two  things  relating  to  this  fubjedt,  that  the 
generality  of  people  are  very  great  flrangers  to.  The 
one  is  the  Jin  of  their  nature  ;  and  the  other  is,  the 
nature  of  their  j^;2 ;  and  yet  thefe  two  things  lliould  be 
much  laid  to  heart  by  us  all ;  namely,  the  fm  of  our 
nature,  that  we  carry  a  dead  corpfe,  and  a  body  of  fm 
and  death  about  with  us ;  and  the  nature  of  our  fm  ; 
that  it  is  a  tranfgreflion  of,  and  difconformity  to  the  law 
of  God.  Though  it  be  a  mifery  to  have  a  finful  heart, 
yet  it  is  a  mercy  to  fee  it  to  be  fo  :  For,  conviction  is 
the  firft  flep  to  converfion.  And  though  there  be  ma- 
ny, as  to  their  flate,  vile  and  filthy  enough  to  be  damn- 
ed ;  yet  there  are  few,  as  to  their  fenfe  and  conviction, 
vile  and  filthy  enough  to  be  faved :  nay,  they  are  vile 
in  God's  eye  ;  and  yet  pure  in  their  own.  The're  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  are 
not  wajhed  from  their  Jilt  hinefs, 

2)dly^  The  next  ufe  we  fliall  make  of  the  doClrine,  fhall 
be  for  reproof  and  conviction.  This  doftrine  reproves 
all  manner  of  impurity^  impiety^  and  unhoUnefs^  that  (lands 
oppofite  to  this  purity  and  holinefs,  whereof  I  have 
Ihewed  the  neceffity  and  excellency.  It  reproves  all 
that  filthinefs  that  is  oppofed  to  this  cleannefs.  And 
here  is  a  large  field,  a  vaft  theme :  we  know  not  Avell 
where  to  begin,  or  where  to  end ;  there  are  fo  many 
pollutions,  and  fo  much  filthinefs  of  flefli  and  Spirit  to 
be  reproved.  We  might  here  go  through  all  the  ten 
commands,  and  fhow  how  manifold  fms  and  impurities 
are  reprovable,  in  oppdfition  to  every  one  of  them. 
Oh  !  that  God  himfelf  would  faden  a  reproof  and  con- 
vidion  of  fm  upon  our  hearts  and  confciences,  for  car- 
rying home  this  ufe  the  more  clofely,  both  upon  the 
wicked,  that  are  under  the  power,  and  upon  the  godly, 
that  may  be  undei^he  prevalency  of  fm  and  impurity. 
I  ihall,  on  this  topic,  i.  Produce  hvix^  kinds  of  impu- 
rity 
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rity  and  filthinefs,  that  we  (hould  all  take  with,  and  be 
convinced  of.  2.  Produce  fome  witnejfes  for  proving 
either  the  total  or  partial  want  of  purity  and  holinefs ; 
that  the  crime  being  proven,  we  may  take  with  it,  and 
condemn  ourfelves. 

[1.3  I  would  tell  you  fome  forts  and  kinds  of  impuri- 
ty and  filthinefs,  that  we  fhould  all  take  with,  and  be 
convinced  of.  There  are  efpccially  thefe  three  forts. 
I.  The  impurity  and  fin  of  our  nature,  2.  The  impu- 
rity and  filthinefs  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts,  3.  The 
impurity  and  filthinefs  of  our  life  and  praciife^  efpecially 
living  under  the  gofpel. 

(i.)  As  for  the  poliution  of  our  nature.  This,  it  is 
evident,  many  never  thought  of,  never  were  convinced 
of,  never  challenged  themfclves  for ;  and  yet  it  is  a 
great  predominate  root-fin  :  and  if  it  be  not  removed 
we  are  filthy  flill.  Now,  in  order  to  faften  a  convidi- 
on  of  the  greatnefs  of  this  pollution  of  our  nature,  con- 
fider  the  greatnefs  of  it  in  thefe  particulars. 

1.  That  when  the  leprofy  and  contagion  is  univerfal 
and  over-fpreading^  then  it  muft  be  great :  but  fo  it  is 
here  ;  the  pollution,  and  defilement,  and  fin  of  our  na- 
ture, is  an  univerfal  leprofy,  it  ovcr-ij^reads  all  our  fa- 
culties ;  our  underflanding,  will,  afl'edions,  reafon, 
confcience,  memory,  and  all  are  defiled  ;  become  alto- 
gether filthy :  we,  being  conceived  in  fin^  and  brought 
forth  in  iniqiuty^  are  nothing  by  nature,  but  a  body  of  fin 
and  death, 

2.  When  the  leprofy  and  contagion  is  fo  great,  in  an 
houfe,  that  nothing  will  help  againfi:  it,  but  the  pidling 
down  of  the  houfe ;  then  the  leprofy  muft  be  very  great : 
but  fo  it  is  here,  the  fin  of  our  nature  is  fuch,  that  no- 
thing will  cure  it,  but  the  pulling  down  of  the  houfe. 
Some  think  to  mend  the  houfe  by  education  :  but  all 
the  lime  and  morter  of  acquired  parts  and  accompli ih- 
ments  will  not  do,  unlefs  the  nature  be  renewed  by  re- 
generation :  and  even  after  regenerated,  his  leprofy 
breaking  out,  nothing  will  wliolly  remove  it,  but  death's 
pulling  down  the  houfe  inlirely. 

3.  Confider,  that  fin  which  is  n^fl  unwearied^  and 
which  a  man  is  mod  unwearied  iu  the  purfuit  of,  that 
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muft  needs  be  very  great :  but  fuch  is  the  fin  of  our 
nature,  it  is  mod  unwearied,  as  the  fountain  is  unwea- 
ried in  fending  up  water.  A  man  may  be  wearied  in 
drawing  up  water  out  of  the  fountain  j  but  the  fountain 
is  not  wearied  in  bullering  up  water :  fo,  a  man  may  be 
wearied  in  fmful  adions ;  but  fmful  nature  is  never 
weary.  A  man  may  be  wearied  with  looking  to  fome  • 
particular  objed ;  but  his  eye  is  never  wearied  readily 
with  feeing  and  looking  ;  becaufe  it  is  natural  for  the 
eye  to  fee  :  fo,  a  man  may  be  wearied  with  fome  parti- 
cular fm  ;  but  the  natural  man  is  never  weary  with  fm- 
ning,  becaufe,  it  is  fo  natural  for  him  to  fm. 

4.  Confider,  that  this  fm  that  is  the  ground  of  all 
our  relapfes  and  returns  to  fm,  muil  needs  be  very- 
great.  Now,  what  is  the"  ground  of  all  our  relapfes  and 
returns  to  fm,  after  all  our  repentance  and  reformati- 
on ?  Even  our  nature^  or  the  Jin  of  our  nature.  Sup- 
pofe  water  be  heated  and  warmed,  it  cools  again  ;  heat 
it  again,  and  it  cools  again ;  why  ?  Becaufe  coldnefs  is 
its  nature  :  and  fo,  why  do  men  return  again  and  again 
to  fm,  after  all  their  repentance  and  reformation  ?  why  ? 
It  is  their  nature. 

5.  That  fm  that  is  lead  lamented^  and  w^hereby  our 
other  fms  are  mod  excufsd,  muft  be  a  great  fm.  Now, 
of  all  fms,  the  fm  of  our  nature  is  leaft  lamented  ;  and 
thereby  our  other  fms  are  moft  excufed.  Bear  with 
me,  for  it  is  my  nature ;  I  am  paifionate,  but  it  is  my 
nature ;  I  am  fo  and  fo  difpofed,  but  it  is  my  nature : 
men  excufe  themfelves  by  it ;  and  hence  it  is  not  la- 
mented, it  is  not  mourned  over. 

6.  That  pollution  that  is  moft  predominant^  muft  be 
a  great  pollution  :  now,  the  fm  of  the  nature  is  the  pol- 
lution that  is  moft  predominant.  Many  marks  have 
been  afTigned  of  the  predominant  fm  ;  and  fome  aciual 
fm  may  reign  above  other  fms.  But  the  fm  of  the  na- 
ture is  the  moft  predominant  fm :  it  is  the  j^;2  that  reigns 
nrtto  deaths  Rom.  v.  21.  — O  then  take  home  the  con- 
vidion  of  this  fm  ;  and  feek  to  have  it  broken  in  the 
power  of  it. 

(2.)  The  im.purity  and  pollution  of  our  hearts  and 

thoughts  is  what  we  are  to  take  with,  aiid  be  convin<:ed 
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of.  Alas !  how  little  is  the  impurity  of  the  healrt  be* 
\vailed  !  *  Many  think  their  thoughts  are  free  :  but  be-* 
fore  God  they  are  not  free  ;  but  bound  to  obedience  to 
his  law,  who  fearches  the  heart  and  tries  the  reigns^  to 
give  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the 
fruit  of  his  doings  ;  and  even  according  to  the  doing  of 
his  heart :  for  the  thoughts  are  the  deeds  of  the  heart  j 
and  it  is,  indeed,  deceitful  above  all  things,  ad  dej^erate- 
ly  wicked,  Jer.  xvii.  9,  10.  Now,  the  fin  and  polluti- 
on of  the  heart  is  great,  if  you  confider  thefe  following 
particulars. 

1 .  The  fin  that  is  mofl  inciii-eahle,  is  a  great  firi : 
but  the  fm  of  the  heart  is  a  mofl  incureable  fin.  As  a 
fecret,  hidden  wound  within  the  body,  or  a  difeafe 
tvithin  the  bowels,  is  the  mofl  incureable  :  And  fuch 
are  the  fins  of  our  thoughts,  and  the  plagues  of  our 
hearts.  We  need,  therefore,  to  know  the  plague  of 
our  hearts,  and  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

2.  The  fm  that  is  "d.  parent  to  other  fms,  mull:  needs 
be  very  great :  How,  fmful  thoughts  are  the  parents  of 
fmful  adions,  both  in  the  godly  and  uiigodly.—  In  the 
godly:  as.  in  the  cafe  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xx.  11,  12* 
/  thought  the  fear  of  God  was  not  in  this  place  ;  and  there- 
fore Ifaid,  She  is  my  ftjler.  She  was  indeed  his  filler  i 
and  he  lyed  not  in  fiiying  fo :  but  he  diifembled,  and 
hid  the  truth,  ufmg  an  unworthy  iliift  for  his  preferva- 
tion.  And  where  began  this  evil,  but  in  a  fmful  thought  f 
i  THOUGHT  that  the  fear  of  God  had  not  been  in  this  place, 
- — bi  the  ungodly,  it  is  fo  likewife  ;  Pfal.  1.  21.  Thou 
ihoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf  The 
\vicked  fleal  and  lye,  and  drink  drunk,  and  commit  a- 
dultery,  and  deceive,  and  ilander  others.  And  how 
are  they  led  into  all  this,  but  by  thoughts  ?  Thou 
ihoughtcji  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thfelf 

3.  By  finful  thoughts  our  fornlerly  committed  fms, 
that  were  dead,  are  revived  again,  and  have  a  refur- 
rection  by  our  bofom  ones  ;  by  our  contemplating  the 
fatne  with  delight.  As  the  witch  at  Endor  called  up 
Samuel  tjiat  was  dead  ;  fo,  a  delightful  thought  calls  up 
a  fmful' adion,  that  was  dead  before.    Hereby  our  fms, 

that 
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that  were  in  a  manner  dead  before,  are  revived,   and 
have  a  refurredion. 

4.  By  finful  thoughts  a  man  may  fm  that  fin,  in  ef- 
fect, which  he  never  did  commit  in  ad  ;  and  fo  the  Lord 
may  punifh  him  for  it.  As  the  Lord  faid  to  David  in 
another  cafe ;  Becaufe  it  was  i?i  thine  heart  to  build  ?ne 
an  houfe^  I  will  build  thy  houje.  So  faith  God  to  a  man, 
in  a  way  of  punifhment ;  becaufe  it  was  in  thine  heart 
to  do  this  evil,  though  thou  didfl  it  not,  I  will  punilli 
thee  for  it.  By  the  fins  of  our  hearts  and  thoughts,  a 
man  may  fin  that  fin,  in  effeO:,  which  he  never  did 
Commit  in  ad.  Chrifl  reckons  the  adulterous  thought, 
adultery  ;  the  malicious  thought,  murder.  Alas !  bow 
will  the  day  of  judgment  give  other  views  of  fin  than 
now  we  have,  when  the  whorifh  thoughts  will  be  judg- 
ed whoredom ;  and  the  adulterous  intention,  adultery; 
and  the  malicious  thoughts,  murder,  though  it  was  ne- 
ver adually  committed ! 

5.  By  finful  thoughts,  a  man  doth  repent  of  his  re- 
pentance. A  man  fins,  and  afterwards  is  forrowful  for 
and  repents  thereof;  and  then  after  his  repentance,  he 
thinks  on  his  fin  with  delight.  What  is  this  but  to  re- 
pent of  his  repentance  ?  As  by  your  repentance,  you 
are  forrowful  for  your  fin ;  fo,  by  mufing  on  your  fin^ 
with  delight,  you  repent  of  your  repentance :  now, 
is  it  not  a  great  evil  for  a  man  to  repent  that  he  repent- 
ed ? 

6.  That  filthy  mud,  that  'cannot  be  fearched  to  the 
bottom  ;  that  deep  myftery  of  iniquity,  that  cannoc  be 
founded,  it  is  fo  deep,  mufl  be  very  great :  and  fo  it  is 
with  the  fin  of  the  heart ;  It  is  deceitful  above  ad  things^ 
and  defperaiely  wicked,  zvho  can  know  It  f  Jer.  xvii.  9. 
In  a  word.  Out  of  the  heart  proceedeth  ad  manner  of 
evil  thoughts^  murders y  adulteries,  &c.  Matth.  xv.  18,  19. 

(3.)  The  impurity  and  pollution  of  our  lives  and 
pradicesy  efpecially,  under  the  gofpel,  is  what  we  are 
to  take  with,  and  be  convinced  of.  And  fins  under  the 
gofpel,  are  great  fins.     Why  ? 

I.  Sins  under  the  gofpel,  are  fi.ns  againfl  the  remedy: 
and  of  all  fins,  fins  againfl  the  remedy  are  the  greatefl. 
The  great  rej^edy  againfl  fin,  is  the  pfp^l  of  the  grace 
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of  God ;  the  good  news  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  a  Savi- 
our, whofe  name  is  Jefus,  becaufe  he  faves  his  people  from 
their  fin.  The  promifes  are  the  remedy  alfo  :  and  there- 
fore, to  fin  under  the  gofpel,  is  to  fin  againft  the  reme- 
dy ;  yea,  it  is  a  finning  againft  the  greateft  obhgations 
of  mercy  and  grace  that  are  offered  :  and  fo,  by  our  fin- 
ning againft  thefe,  we  engage  the  very  mercy  and  grace 
of  God,  our  greateft  friends,  to  become  our  greateft 
adverfaries. 

1.  The  more  repugnancy  there  is  between  the  fin  and 
the  finner,  the  greater  is  the  fin :  even  as  it  is  worfc 
for  a  judge  to  be  unjuft,  than  another  man.  Now, 
there  is  here  a  great  repugnancy  between  the  gofpel, 
und  the  man  that  finneth  under  the  gofpel  ;  forhepro- 
fefes  the  contrary. 

3.  Sin  under  the  gofpel,  is  the  moft  hurtful  and 
ynifchievous,  both  to  ourfelves  and  others.  To  our- 
fchcs  :  as  poifon  that  is  taken  in  fack,  or  fomething 

that  is  warm,  is  the  moft  venemous ;  fo,  fin  under  the 
gofpel  is  the  deadlieft  poifon  :  why  ?  becaufe  it  is  warm- 
ed with  gofpel  heat.  And  to  others  it  is  hurtful ;  becaufe 
they  are  the  more  hardened  thereby. 

4.  Sin  under  the  gofpel  is  moft  deceitful^  having  fpe- 
cious  pretences  and  defences  ;  and  fo  it  is  the  worfe. 
A  man  under  the  gofpel  hath  readily  many  ftiifts  for 
liis  fins  ;    many  diftindions  to  palliate  his  fin ;    much 

^  knowledge  to  cover  his  fin.  And  by  this  knowledge, 
perhaps,  he  is  able  to  defend  his  fin,  by  many  diftindi- 
ons :  as,  that  it  is  a  fin  of  infirmity ;  it  is  an  occafion 
for  grace  and  mercy  to  abound ;  and  many  fuch  ways 
may  grace  be  abufcd  to  the  encouraging  of  fin.  Now, 
thofe  bred  under  the  gofpel,  are  able  to  defend  them- 
felves  by  knowledge  fetched  from  the  gofpel ;  therefore 
thcv  are  the  worft. 

5.  Sins  under  the  gofpel  throw  contempt  upon  the 
great  things  of  God  :  even  the  glory  of  God,  the  grace 
of  God,  offered  in  the  gofpel.  And  how  great  is  that 
fin  that  cafts  contempt  upon  the  greateft  love,  the  rich- 
eft  mercy,  the  fweeteft  offers,  and  upon  the  great  fal- 
vation ! 

6.  Sin  under  the  gofpel  is  the  moft  dangerous  fin ; 

and 
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and  therefore  it  is  great.  How  JJoall  we  cfcape^  if  we 
negled  fo  great  falvationf  Heb.  ii.  3.  He  that  finneth 
under  the  gofpel,  cannot  fin  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  as  others 
though  he  fins  the  very  fame  fins  that  others  commit, 
who  arc  not  under  the  gofpel.  Why  ?  He  that  knoweth 
his  mafler^s  will^  and  doth  it  not,  fhall  he  beaten  with  ma^ 
nyjiripes.-  O  Sirs,  be  convinced  of  thefe  fms,  and  the 
■evil  of  them  :  the  fm  of  your  nature,  the  fin  of  vour 
heart,  and  the  fin  of  your  way  under  the  gofpel ;  for 
they  are  great  fins  and  impurities. 

[^2.]  I  would  produce  fome  witnejfcsy  for  proving  of 
the  great  want  of  purity,  whether  total  or  partial.  Ma- 
ny witneffes  may  be  brought  in  to  prove  the  charge. 

I.  The  firft  witnefs  is  \kit power  and  prevalency  of  fin. 
Where  fin  is  up,  holinefs  is  down.  Are  fins  and  corrup- 
tions as  many  and  as  ftrong  with  you,  as  they  were  ten, 
twenty,  or  thirty  years  ago,  notwithflanding  of  all  the 
means  you  have  enjoyed,  and  fermons  you  have  heard, 
and  engagements  you  have  made  ?  The  power  of  fin 
doth  witnefs  and  evidence  either  the  want  or  weaknefs 
of  purity. 

3.  The  third  witnefs  is  the  eafy  and  frequent  falling 
before  temptation  and  7?wtioi7s  to  fin.  When  temptation 
touches,  it  takes.  No  fooner  are  you  tempted  than  you 
are  conquered.  Does  not  this  difcover  the  want  of  pu- 
rity ;  and  that  it  is  either  wholly  wanting,  or  at  a  low 
ebb  ?  Thofe  that  were  eminent  in  holinefs,  in  fcripture, 
were  eminent  in  refifi:ing  temptation  ;  as  Jofeph,  Daniel, 
and  others.  When  a  man  needs  little,  or  has  no  temp- 
tation to  lead  him  to  fin,  it  vvitnelfeth  againfl:  him,  that 
he  is  impure. 

4.  The  fourth  witnefs  \s  fears  and  faintings  in  a  day 
of  adverfity ;  //  thou  faint  in  the  day  of  adverfity^   thy 

flrength  is  jmall,  Prov.  xxiv.  1 6.  Do  you  fret  under  af- 
flidion,  or  faint  under  adverfity  ?  That  is  an  evidence 
of  the  want  of  purity,  and  the  weaknefs  of  grace. 

5.  The  next  witnefs  is  barrennefs  and  foul-leannefs  ; 
Ifa.  xxiv.  16.  Ifaid^  My  leannefs^  my  Icannefs  ;  wo  unto 
me  !  Look  to  them  that  have  my  grace,  and  fee  what 
poor  and  lean  gracqs  they  have :  how  little  faith,  how 
little  love,  how  little  zeal^  how  little  repentance,  how 

little 
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little  knowledge ;  how  much  unbelief,  how  much  ig- 
jiorance,  how  much  untendernefs  in  their  walk,  how 
much  neglect  of  duty,  how  much  of  a  legal  fpirit  in  du- 
ty, &c, ;  how  much  laxnefs  of  principle,  and  levity  of 
fpirit ;  how  much  pride  of  duty,  how  much  pride  of 
preaching,  pride  of  praying ;  how  much  apoftafy,  un- 
ftedfaflnefs,  and  unconflancy:  the  goodnefs  of  many 
is  like  the  morning  cloudy  and  early  dew^  that  pajfeth  a* 

ivay* 

6.  Another  witnefs  is  indifferency.  The  great  indif- 
ferency  that  is  among  many  profeffed  Chriftians,  fhews 
their  want  of  purity :  they  are  indifferent  whom,  and 
what  they  hear  ;  indifferent  whether  they  perform  duty 
or  not ;  whether  they  attend  ordinances  or  not :  Galio 
eared  for  none  of  tbofe  things.  Surely,  where  there  is 
much  indifferency,  there  is  little  holinefs,  little  purity. 

7.  The  feventh  witnefs  is  grofs  immortality.  And  here, 
will  not  the  grofs  abominations  of  the  day  and  generati- 
©n,  and  of  the  congregation  witnefs  againll  them,  that 
they  are  not  wafhen  from  their  filthinefs  ?  ■-  Is  the  drun- 
kard wafhen  from  his  drunkennefs  ?  Is  the  whoremonger 
waihen  from  his  whoredom  ?  Is  the  adulterer  waflien 
from  his  adulteries  ?  Is  the  malicious  man  wafhen  from  his 
malice? — Are  not  many  become  fhamelefs  in  fmning, 
when  the  Lord  is  calling  for  mourning  ?  And  in  that 
day  did  the  Lord  God  of  hofls  call  to  weeping  and  to  mourn* 
ingy  and  to  haldnefs,  and  to  girding  with  fackcloth  ;  and, 
kehold)  joy  and  gladnefs,  flaying  oicen,  and  killing  fheep, 
eating  fiejh^  and  drinking  wine  ;  let  us  eat  and  drink  for 
to-morrow  zue  fh all  die f  Ifa.  xxii.  12,  13.  There  were  a 
pack  that  made  a  jell:  of  dying,  and  made  a  mock  of  a 
future  flate  :  Let  us  eat  and  drink^  for  to-morrow  we  mitfl- 
die :  if  we  mud  have  a  fhort  life,  let  us  have  a  merry 
one.  Here  is  atheifm  rampant;  denial  of  a  future  ftatc; 
lying  at  the  root  of  their  brutifh  fenfuality. — Many  dif- 
cover  their  grofs  immorality  by  mock  confejfion :  like  thp 
French  king  that  carried  a  crucifix  in  his  hat;  and 
when  he  had  done  any  thing  amifs  he  would  kifs  that, 
as  a  fufficient  atonement.  Many  who  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,  whei>  they  have  committed  any  grofs  fm, 
they  confefs  it,  with  a  God  forgive  mie  j  returning  with 

the- 
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tKe  dog  to  the  vomit. — They  evidence  their  immorality  by 
their  unteproveablenefs  ;  as  is  manifefl  from  their  car- 
riage to  them  that  admonifh  them  :  do  they  count  them 
their  beft  friends  ?  Nay,  their  heart  rifes  and  rages  a-* 
gainfl  them.  How  (land  they  affected  towards  the  word, 
when  it  reproves  them,  and  rubs  upon  their  lufts,  and 
crolTes  their  dehghts  ?  They  count  it  enmity  and  folly. 
— They  evidence  their  grofs  immorality  by  their  ^ifhj 
co?mnunicationsy  2indjilthy  converfations^  Col.  iii.  8.  2  Pet. 
ii.  7. 

8.  The  eight  witnefs  is  carelcjfnefs  about,  and  conteftipi 
of  the  means  of  purity.  Doth  the  negledl  of  the  means 
of  purity  witnefs  againft  you  ?  For  example,  prayer  is  a 
rhean  ;  fecret  prayer,  focial  prayer,  family  prayer,  fel- 
Ibwfliip  prayer  :  do  you  live  in  the  negledl  of  thefe  ?  Yea  : 
then  doth  not  this  witnefs  your  impurit  ?~  The  word  is 
a  mean  ;  hearing  the  word  attentively,  reading  the  word 
diligently,  hiding  the  word  in  your  heart  carefully,  like 
David  *,  Thy  word  have  1  hid  in  my  hearty  ihat  I  might  Jiot 
fin  againji  thee.  Now,  what  diligent  ufe  do  you  make 
of  the  word  ?  Are  you  Carelefs  in  hearing,  efpecially  on 
week-days,  notwithilanding  of  convenient  opportunity  ? 
Are  you  carelefs  in  reading  the  Bible  from  Sabbath  to 
Sabbath  ?  Why,  the  very  duft  of  your  Bibles  will  wit- 
nefs againft  you.  I  have  read  of  one,  that  prefented  An- 
tipater,  the  king  of  Macedon,  with  a  book,  that  treat- 
ed of  happinefs  ;  he  refufed  it,  faying,  /  am  not  at  lei- 
fiire.  Many  have  the  book  by  them  ;  yea,  prefented  to 
them  by  Chrift,  that  treats  of  everlafting  happinefs,  but 
they  flight  the  prefent:  I  am  not  at  leiftite^  fay  they.  They 
have  opportunity  of  hearing  the  word  opened  on  week- 
days, as  well  as  Sabbath-days ;  but  they  are  not  at  lei-* 
fure.  They  have  means  of  knowledge,  diets  of  catechif- 
ing,  for  clearing  the  fame  word ;  but  they  are  not  at 
leifurc.  They  have  many  precious  feafons  of  grace,  fea- 
fons  of  prayer,  feafons  of  duty  ;  but  they  are  not  at  lei-* 
fure.  They  take  leifure  to  their  own  work,  their  world- 
ly work  ;  yea,  for  idle  converfation  :  but  they  have  no 
leifure  for  God's  work^  their  foul's  work,  eternal  work. 

What !  are  not  tl^jj^i  things  fo  many  witneiTes  againft 
you,  that  you  are  impure  ?  I  might  produce  multitudes 

of 
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of  more  witneffes  ;  but  by  the  mouth  of  two  or  three 
witnefles,  every  truth  fhall  be  confirmed :  and  thefc 
witneiTes  that  I  have  adduced  at  the  time,  are  fufficient 
for  proving  the  charge.  O  then,  will  you  take  with  the 
reproof;  and  take  home  the  conviction  of  your  impuri- 
ty and  unholinefs  ? 

I  fhall  clofe  with  two  advices^  in  order  to  deliver  you 
from  this  impurity  that  prevails. 

Advice  I.  Seek  after  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  and  the 
things  of  Chrift.  Knowledge  of  Chrift,  in  a  faving  way 
and  manner,  will  ftrike  at  the  root  of  all  impurity  :  for, 
BehoUifig  bis  glory ^  we  are  changed.  And  particularly, 
feek  after  the  knowledge  of  this  purity  and  fanclity,  that 
I  fpeak  of,  in  its  agreement  with,  and  difference  from 
juftification  :  for,  the  confounding  of  thefe  two,  makes 
many  legal  dreams  in  the  world.  Wherein  it  agrees 
with  juftification,  and  wherein  it  differs,  I  have  had 
occafion  formerly  to  enlarge  upon  ^.  They  agree  thus  ; 
I.  In  t\\Q\x  efficient ;  the  God  that  juftifies,  is  alfo  the 
God  that  fandiiies.  2.  In  their  end  ;  they  are  both  for 
the  glory  of  God.  3.  In  their  fuhjecl ;  the  ele6l  fmner 
believing  :  the  man  that  is  jufiified,  is  alfo  the  man  that 
is  fandificd.  4.  In  the  injirianent^  namely ^  faith.  Though 
in  divers  refpeds  we  are  juftified  by  faith,  and  alfo  fanc- 
titied  by  faith,  or  purified :  yet,  in  juftification^  faith 
juftifies  as  2i  paffive  inftrument,  as  a  veffel  receiving  the 
water ;  in  fandificatiofi^  faith  fandlifies  and  purifies  as 
an  active  inftrument,  as  a  root  and  a  fpring  bullering  up 
the  water. — In  juftification,  faith  is  a  hand  receiving,  a 
receiving  hand  :  in  fanclification,  it  is  a  working  hand. 
— Alfo,  juftification  is  firft,  in  order  of  nature  ;  fancli- 
fication  is  next :  as  the  good  tree  is  before  the  good  fruit. 
— In  juftification  a  man  is  reckoned  righteous ;  in  fanc- 
tlfication,  he  is  made  righteous  :  in  juftification,  he  is 
declared  righteous,  by  a  judicial  fentencc  ;  in  fandili- 
cation,  he  is  fafhioned,  and  made  righteous,  and  holy, 
by  afpiritual  change. — In  juftification,  I  have  Chrifl  for 

*  See  thcfe  points  farther  touched  .ibove,  p.  ^^r,  351.  and  Vol.  II.  p.  3J, 
3(5.;  and  theiv  otffcrencc  flill  more  copioufiy  held  forth,  and  their  Jhirmmiy  point- 
ed out  in  a  great  many  inftanccs,  iu  the  G^fpcLScnnets,  Tart  VI.  Chap.  iii. 
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the  Lord  my  righteoufnefs  ;  in  fandification,  I  have  him 
for  the  Lord  myjlrengtb*  Our  righteoufnefs  for  juftifica- 
tion  is  in  him,  as  the  author  and  worker  of  it :  our 
ftrength  for  fandification  is  in  him,  as  the  root  and  foun- 
tain of  it,  from  whence  it  is  communicate  to  us. — In  Juf- 
tification,  he  works  all  our  works  for  us,  and  we  do 
nothing  :  in  fanctification,  he  works  all  our  work  in 
us ;  and  makes  us  do,  while  he  worketh  in  its  both  to  will 
and  to  do^ 

Ad-vice  2.  Having  thus  been  brought  by  the  knowledge 
of  Chrifl  and  his  grace,  to  a  renewed  fiate,  then,  purfiie 
your  fpiritual  enemies  and  liifts^  and  be  daily  throwing 
ilones  at  them,  till  they  be  killed.  I  allude  to  i  Sam. 
xvii.  40.  where  David,  in  defeating  Goliath,  took^i;^ 
fmooth  Jiones  out  of  the  brook ^  and  caji  at  hinu  In  allulion 
to  this,  I  will  tell  you  of  five  (tones  that  you  fliould  dai- 
ly call  at  your  lulls,  (i.)  The  ^ont  o{  injlituied  ineansy 
and  appointed  ordinances.  Is  prayer  a  mean  ?  Is  the 
word  a  mean  ?  Ufe  thefe  means  in  the  Lord's  ftrength. 
(2.)  The  Hone  o^ fcriptural  arguments  ;  fuch  as  Jofeph's 
argument;  Shall  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  Jin  a- 
gainjl  Godf  David's  argument;  fhall  1  do  fo  and  fo  ? 
Then  ivoidd  I  offend  the  generation  of  the  righteous.  (3.) 
The  ftone  g{ go/pel prornifes  :  fuch  as  that ;  I zuilifprinkle 
clean  zuater  upon  you,  and  ye  Jhall  he  clean*  I  will  gin)  e  you 
a  nezv  heart,  and  a  new  /pint,  &c.  Having  thefe  proijjifes, 
let  us  cleanfe  our felves  from  all filthinefs  0}  flejh  and  fpirit. 
Plead  the  promifes,  and  cry  for  the  grace  promlfed.  (4.) 
The  ftone  of  QhriJ¥s  mediation  and  prayer  ;  John  xvii. 
15,  17.  SanBify  the?n  through  thy  truth  ;  thy  word  is  truth. 
While  they  are  in  the  zuorhL  keep  them  from  the  evil  of  it. 
Improve  the  intercelTion  of  Chrift.  (5.)  The  ftone  of 
Chrijl^s  death  and  pajfion.  His  crucifixion  is  that,  in  the 
virtue  whereof  fm  is  crucified.  Improve  his  death,  ?jid 
look  for  virtue  to  come  from  thence. — Lock  to  the  Lord 
for  grace  and  fliill  to  caft  thefe  ftones  into  the  head  of 
Goliath. 
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There  is- a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  waJJjed  from  their  jilthinefs, 

[The  fourth  Sermon  on  this  text.^ 

ClI  V I L I T  Y  is  a  very  comely  thing  ;  but  if  it  be 
4  not  attended  with  fanclily,  it  but  gilds  a  man  over, 
and  is  not  true  gold.     A  man  may  have   civility,  and 
civil  honefly,  and  yet  go  to  hell :  but  fanclity  and  puri- 
ty is  the  beginning  of  heaven.     The  one  is  not  above 
the  fphere  of  nature  ;  the  other  is  fupernatural :  for  as 
the  earth  naturally  can  bring  forth  grafs,    but  cannot 
bring  forth  corn,  except  it  be  plovvxd  and  fown  ;  even 
fo,  any  man  may  naturally  be  civil,  but  he  cannot  attain 
to  any  life  of  grace,  or  true  holinefs,  except  God  plow 
up  the  fallow  ground  of  the  heart,  fow  the  feed  of  grace, 
and  make  it  to  take  root  down-ward,    and  bring  forth 
fruit  upward.     Therefore,  truft  not  to  common  civility 
and  fobriety,  whatever  external  comlinefs  and  excellen- 
cy be  in  it ;  but  rather  be  afraid  of  it,  lefl:  you  miflake 
it  for  real  grace :  w^hy,  becaufe  the  fober  devil  carries 
more  to  hell  than  the  profane  devil ;    for  the  profane 
man,    being  in  a  dirty  way  to  hell,    he  is  fooner  con- 
vinced of  his  filthinefs  and  mifery,    and  more  readily 
reclaimed  :  but  the  civil  man,  being  in  a  more  cleanly 
way  to  hell,  is  fo  conceited  with  an  opinion  thaf  he  has 
grace  already,  that  it  is  harder  to  bring  him  to  true  re- 
pentance. T'here  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  ozvn 
eyes^  and  yet  is  not  waProed  from  their  filthinefs. 

It  is  a  very  fad  and  a  very  dreadful  thing  for  people 
to  be  dreaming,  that  they  are  going  to  heaVen,  and 
fancying  that  they  are  in  very  good  terms  with  God, 
and  yet  are  in  the  ftreight  road  to  hell,  having  God  for 

their 
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their  enemy,  and  enemies  to  God  ;  Enemies  in  their 
minds  by  wicked  works.  Yea,  there  are  many  fuch, 
that  if  miniflers  deal  plainly  with  them,  and  tell  theni 
that  they  are  enemies  to  God,  and  never  had  a  fpark 
of  true  love  to  him  ;  all  that  we  get  of  them  is,  God  for- 
bid ;  we  hope  it  is  otberwife :  or  elfe,  fay  they.  We  hope 
it  will  be  otherwife^  and  God  will  have  mercy  on  us  :  and 
'  fo  there  is  no  more  of  it,  they  remain  hardened  in  their 
enmity,  and  yet  hardened  in  a  vain  imagination,  that 
all  is  welL  O  Sirs,  if  that  be  your  cafe,  will  you  let 
the  word  of  God  fmk  into  your  confcience,  for  convic- 
tion. There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wajhed from  thejrfjthinefs,  I  now 
come, 

4//?/y,  To  another  ufe  of  the  doftrine,  which  fliall  be 
for  trial  and  examination.  Examine  and  try  whether  or 
not  you  have  any  iliare  of  this  gofpel  purity :  whether 
or  not  you  be  waihed  from  your  hithinefs.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  great  mom^ent  that  you  are  called  to  enquire  into. 
God  calls  you  to  exa?nme  yourfelves^  and  prove  your  own- 
felves  :  and  feeing  purity  and  holinefs  is  the  great  pre- 
parative for  everlafling  happinefs,  a  miftake  in  your 
fearch  may  make  you  miferable  to. all  eternity.  1  Ihall 
here,  i.  Offer  fome  negative  charaders^  pointing  out 
thofe  that  are  not  waflied  from  their  filthinefs.  2.  Some 
pofttive  evidences  by  which  we  may  try,  whether  or  not 
we  be  waihed  from  our  filthinefs,  and  partake  of  this 
gofpel  purity,  which  v/e  have  held  forth  in  the  nature, 
necefTity,  and  excellency  thereof. 

j^i.]  We  are  to  oiTer  fome  negative  char acfcrs^  point- 
ing out  thofe  that  are  not  wadied  from  their  filthinefs, 
but  are  filthy  ftill.  Upon  the  lafc  ufe,  I  offered  feyeral 
witnejfes  to  be  produced  for  teilifying  the  impurity  of 
the  day  v/e  live  in  ;  and  fnall  not  refume  v/hat  I  faid, 
but  oiler  fome  things  further,  by  v^^hich  we  may  try 
hov\^  impure  we  are  and  the  o-eneration  is.  And,  though 
fome  of  the  particulars  I  am  to  mention  may  take  place, 
in  fome  meafure,  with  the  godly  that  are  wailied,  yet 
thofe  who  are  under  the  power  of  thefe  evils,  the  un- 
rnortified  power,  unlamented  and  unrepented  domini- 
on thereof,  were  never  wafned  from  their  filthinefs :  the 

A  a  a  2    ■'  text" 


^72         57;^ Nature  ^wiExcELLENCY 

text  fay^,  There  is  a  generation  that  are  not  wajhed  from 
their  Jilthinefs^  though  yet  they  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  T^ndfe If- conceited,  which  is  the  particular  fm  that  I 
referve  to  be  fpoken  to  in  the  third  and  lad  dodrine : 
and  therefore  fhall  not  infift  upon  it  here.  But,  you 
fee,  befides  this,  all  other  fins  and  abominations,  and 
impurities  are  included  in  the  text ;  and  therefore 
it  gives  us  occafion  to  fpeak  of  all  manner  of  fm,  while 
it  lays.  There  is  a  generation  that  are  not  wafned  from  their 
filthinefs, 

I.  There  is  a  generation  of  athei/is,  that  neither  fear 
God  nor  regard  man  :  that  fay  in  their  heart.  There  is 
no  God ;  and  vainly  wilh  there  were  none.  There  is  a 
generation  of  dcijis,  which  is  but  a  fecond  edition  of  a- 
thcifm,  whereby  the  providence  of  God  is  denied  ;  and 
fo  the  God  of  providence  blafphemed :  but  befide  the 
grofs,  contracted,  and  almoli:  profeffed  atheifm  of  many, 
■what  a  huge  generation  is  there,  that  was  never  purg- 
ed from  their  natural  atheifm  !  And  though  they  would 
take  it  ill  to  be  called  atheifts,  are  evidently  and  pra6li- 
cally  fo,  while,  though  they  profefs  to  know  God,  yet 
in  icorks  they  deny  him.  Surely  thefe  are  not  purged 
from  their  filthinefs. 

2.  There  is  a  generation  of  ignorant  perfons,  that 
know  not  God,  know  not  religion,  know  not  the  prin- 
ciples of  Chriflianity  ;  they  are  grofiy  and  ftupidly  ig- 
norant, notwithilanding  the  means  of  knowledge  :  they 
are  artfully  ignorant,  negleding  the  opportunities  of 
inftrudion,  diets  of  examination,  and  other  feafons  of 
learning.  They  are  ignorant  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of 
falvation  through  him :  ignorant  both  of  law  and  gof- 
pel ;  the  covenant  of  works  and  covenant  of  grace.  Are 
thefe  waflied  from  their  filthinefs  ?  No  ;  //  is  a  people 
of  no  uuderflandifig,  faith  God;  therefore  he  that  made 
them,  zvill  }wt  have  mercy  upon  them  ;  and  he  that  formed 
them  vjill  fheiu  them  no  favour  And  befide  the  grolly 
i^:norant,  there  is  a  generation  that  hath  a  fmattering 
of  knowledge,  fome  notional  views  of  gofpcl  myfteries : 
but  they  never  had  the  eyes  of  their  underilandings  o- 
pened  ;  the  God  of  this  zvorld  having^  blinded  their  eyes  : 
My  people  arc  deflroyed  for  Lick  of  knowledge.     They  are 

not 
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not  wafloed  from  their  filthlnefs  ;  no  :  the  ignorant  per- 
fon  is  filthy  Jiill, 

3.  There  is  a  generation  of  mockers^  that  defpife  all 
things,  ferious  and  facred.  If  they  come  to  church  to  at- 
tend ordinances,  they  but  flight  and  defpife  thefe  ordinan- 
ces in  their  hearts.  If  they  hear  a  preaching,  they  but  de- 
fpife and  contemn  the  word  that  they  hear,  and  know 

'  not  what  it  is  to  hear  to  edification.  If  pubhc  prayers  be 
an  offering  up,  they  but  defpife  the  fame  ;  their  eyes  are 
roving,  and  they  know  not  what  it  is  to  join  in  prayer 
with  their  fouls.  If  public  pfalms  be  a  hnging,  they 
defpife  that  piece  of  worfliip,  and  can  fit  with  their 
mouths  clofe,  when  the  mouths  of  others  are  opened, 
to  fmg  praifes  to  God.  I  have  fometimes  obferved,  with 
regret,  how,  while  the  congregation  v/ere  profeiling  at 
lead,  to  praife  God  with  open  mouth,  fome  will  fit  with 
fuch  a  clofe  mouth,  as  if  they  were  openly  profefTing 
that  they  defpifed  and  contemned  that  heavenly  exercife. 
They  that  love  not  to  join  with  a  congregation  on  earth, 
to  praife  God,  how  unfit  are  they  for  joining  with  the 
heavenly  company,  whofe  exercife  is  to  praife  him  for 
ever  ?-"There  is,  I  fay,  a  generation  of  mockers  and 
defpifers ;  and  fome  that  flight  and  defpife  ordinances 
altogether,  of  whom  God  faith,  Behold^  ye  defpifers^  won- 
der^ andperijh.  Surely  thefe  are  not  luajhen  from  their 
jilthinefs, 

4.  There  is  a  generation  of  hypocrites  and  formaJifs^ 
that  furely  are  not  ivafnen  from  their flthinefs^  that  make 
a  fafhion  of  reading,  and  hearing,  and  praying,  and 
praifmg,  and  fmging  ;  and  refl  fatlsfied  vvith  the  exter- 
nal performance  of  duty,  and  were  never  acquainted 
v/ith  the  love,  the  power,  the  life  of  religion  ;  that 
have  a  name  to  live,  but  are  dead.  JVo  to  you  hypocrites! 
for  ye  make  clean  the  outfide  ;  but  are  not  waflien  from 
your  internal  filthinefs  :  you  are  as  whited  fepulchrcs, 
having  a  fair  outllde  ;  but  within  are  full  of  rottennefs 
and  putrefattion. 

5.  lliere  is  a  generation  of  legalifts  and  moralifis  : 
they  go  about  to  ejlahUflo  a  rightcoifncfs  of  their  own^  and 
will  not  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  They  are  your 
pretenders  to  works,  and  halinefs,  and  righteoufnefs  ; 

but 
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but  difcover  their  want  thereof,  by  their  eftrangement 
from,  and  ignorance  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrill.  They 
feek  heaven  in  a  .  legal  way  :  they  feek  to  enter  in^  but 
fberjhall  not  be  able^  Luke  xiii.  24.  They  feek  faivati- 
cn,  but  they  feek  it  not  by  faith  ;  but,  as  it  zuere^  by  the 
luorks  of  the  law.  They  pretend  refped  to  the  law,  and 
yet  affront  it  by  refufmg  the  only  law-biding,  law-fulfil- 
ling righteoufnefs  of  Chriil.  They  profefs  hoiinefs,  and 
'^ct  are  not  wafned from  their  filthinefs  ;  for  they  are  un- 
der the  law.  For  that  word,  Sin  /ball  n:J  have  dominion 
&ver  you  ;  for  you  are  not  under  the  lazv,  but  under  graces 
may  be  read  juft  backward,  with  refpe£t  to  them  :  Sin 
Hiall  have  dominion  over  them,  becaufe  they  are  not  un- 
der grace,  but  under  the  law. 

6.  There  is  a  generation  oi  fuperftitious  worfyippers 
snd  ceremony-mongers  J  who  will  worfiiip  God  in  ways  not 
enjoined  in  his  word.  A  heathen  Socrates  would  fay, 
*•'  God  will  be  worihipped  with  that  kind  of  worfliip 
*^'  which  himfelf  hath  commanded :"  and  furely,  thofe 
that  profefs  themfclves  Chriftians  iliould  fear  and  learn. 
Now,  I  not  only  hear  mean,  all  grofs  fuperdition,  of 
whatfoever  fort,  but  all  impurity  of  worlliip.  Surely 
they  are  not  wailien  from  their  filthinefs,  who  have  no 
concern  upon  their  hearts  to  flan d  up  for  the  purity  of 
religion,  in  its  worfnip  and  ordinances,  in  oppofition  to 
alt  mixtures  and  corruptions  whatfoever.  Nothing  exaf- 
perates  a  holy  God  more  than  this,  that  there  fliould  be 
defilements  in  his  worihip  ;  for  mixture  in  his  worlhip, 
ijot  only  erodes  his  command,  but  impeaches  his  wifdom, 
as  if  we  fnould  fupply  the  defeats  of  his  word,  by  our 
inventions :  therefore,  God  condemns  it  as  will-worfliip, 
faying,  'Their  fear  toward  me^  or  their  worfliip  of  me, 
■is  taught  by  the  precepts  of  jnen^  Ifa.  xxix.  13.  Col.  ii.  22, 
23.  In  a  word,  it  makes  God's  worfliip  a  vain  worfnip  ; 
///  ''Jain  do  they  zuorfiip  me,  teaching  for  doStrine  the  com- 
mandnients  of  men ^  Mat.  xv.  6.  As  mixing  copper  with 
gold  debafeththe  metal,  it  cannot  pafs :  therefore,  God 
giveth  that  awful  certification.  Rev.  xxii.  18,  19.  For  1 
teflify  unto  every  man  that  hearth  the  ivords  of  the  prophecy  ^ 
cj  this  book,  If  any  man  fl?  all  add  unto  thefe  things,  Godfoall 
edd  unto  him  the  plao-nes  that  are  zuritten  in  this  hook:  and 

'f 


Serm.  XI.     (j/' Gospel  Purity  opened.       375 

if  any  man  ftoall  take  away  from  the  words  of  the  hook  of  this 
prophecy,  God fhail  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  hook   of 
life^  and  out  of  the  holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which  ars 
written  in  thh  hook. 

7.  There  is  a  generation  of  erroneous  perfons ;  that 
err  in  heart,  and  err  in  pradice,  and  err  in  principle. 
Some  have  no  principles  at  all,  but  Latitudinarian  ;  they 
are  any  thing  you  pleafe.  Others  are  of  abominable  and 
corrupt  principles,  fubverfive  of  the  gofpel,  and  deflruc- 
tive  to  pure  religion  and  undefiled.  It  was  an  old  prin- 
ciple long  ago,  which  is  yet  living,  "  That  the  doctrine 
"  of  free  grace,  and  juftihcation  by  faith,  without  the 
''  works  of  the  law,  was  an  adverfary  to  the  law  of 
*'  Mofes  and  to  holinefs/'  No  wonder  then,  that  fome 
have  this  doctrine  .to  defend  againft  fuch  a  charge,  when 
Chriil  himfelf  had  this  ado  ;  /  am  not  come  to  dejlroy  tlw 
hruu^  hut  to  fulfil  it.  It  is  a  day  of  error  ;  and  to  fpeak  cf 
ail  the  errors  that  are  like  to  be  imbibed  and  drunk  in, 
were  a  talk  not  to  be  managed  in  a  palling  word,  but 
would  take  much  time.  Pollution  in  principle,  is  a 
great  pollution  :  and  where  the  error  is  in  fundamentals, 
furely  the  perfon  is  not  wTifned  from  his  hlthinefs. 

8.  There  is  a  generation  that  makes  no  manner  of 
bonds  of  offence  :  to  offend  the  generation  of  the  right  eons  ^ 
is  become  a  common  and  eafy  thing  with  many  profef- 
fors  ;  and  yet  the  Lord  fays,  JVo  to  the  zvorld,  becaufe  of 
offences  I  hetter  that  a  inili-flone  zvere  put  about  his.neck^ 
and  he  thrown  into  the  mldft  of  the  fea,  than  to  offend  one 
of  thofe  little  ones.  Offences  muft  come  ;  hut  wo  to  them  hf 
whom  they  come.  Surely,  thefe  that  have  no  regard  whe- 
ther they  offend,  and  lay  (tumbling-blocks  in  peoples- 
way,  or  not,  they  feeni  not  to  be  wailied  from  their  hl- 
thinefs. 

9.  There  is  a  generation  that  are  d.rov/ned  in  feciiriij 
'^nAffiipidity.,  having  no  fenfe  of  fm  or  danger  :  though 
fm  be  eminent  and  danger  imminent ;  they  go  on  in- 
corrigibly, in  their  own  evil  Vv^ay  ;  and  live  fecurely 
notwithllandlng  all  the  means  of  mercy,  and  motives  of 
judgment,  the  Lord  gives  for  their  recovery.  When 
the  language  of  providence,  and  the  alarms  thereof  cry, 
Arife^    0  Jleepery    and  call  upon  thy  God,     Vv^hile  the 
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ftormy  tcmpefl  threaten  the  Ihlpwreck  of  the  church  and 
ftate  :  and  particularly  the  Ttorm  of  divifion  and  animo- 
fity  threatens  the  overthrowing  the  church  vifible  ;  yet 
they  Deep  on,  faying,  All  is  fafe.  Tet  a  little  fleep,  a 
little  /lumber,  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  fleep.  When 
fecurity  is  univerfal,  furely  it  is  a  fign  we  are  not  w^aih- 
cd  from  our  filthinefs. 

lo.  There  is  a  generation  of  apojlates^  who  begin  in 
the  fpiritj  and  end  in  the  jleflj ;  that  begin,  like  Nebu- 
chadnezzar's image,  wath  a  head  of  gold,  but  end  with 
the  feet  of  the  image,  that  were  feet  of  clay.  Apofhafy, 
and  backfiiding,  and  defection  are  no  rarity  in  our  day, 
wherein  the  love  of  many  waxeth  cold  ;  and  the  church 
hath  left  her  firil  love  ;  and  many  backflide  with  a  per- 
petual backiliding  ;  and  are,  it  is  to  be  feared,  or  will 
be  of  thefe  v/lio  draw  hack  to  perdition.  Concerning  all 
fiich  the  fcripture  fpeaketh  very  awfully  :  The  backfider 
in  heart  fiall  be  filled  -with  his  own  zvays.  Whofoputteth 
his  hand  to  God^s  ploiiq^h,  and  looketh  backy  is  not  ^t  for 
the  kingdo-m  of  heaven.  Surely  habitual  apoftates,  who 
return  with  the  dog  to  the  vomit,  and  the  fow  that  was 
wafhed,  to  the  wallozuing  in  the  ??iire,  are  not  wafhed  from 
iheir  filthinefs.  A  generation  that  is  making  defection 
from  Godj  his  work,  caufe,  and  interefl,  are  not  wafli- 
ed. 

'II.  There  is  a  generation  of  lukcwar?n  Laodiceans, 
wlio  are  neither  cold  nor  hot,  whom  God  threatens  to 
fpcw  out  of  his  mouth  :  having  no  zeal  for  God,  no  pub- 
lic fpirit  to  witnefs  faithfully  for  the  caufe  and  intereft 
ol:  Chriif.  Inftead  of  this,  carnal  policy,  under  the  falfe 
notion  ot  prudence  and  moderation,  doth  carry  many  off 
their  feet,  while  they  follow  the  counfels  of  fleili  and 
blood,  and  condemn,  reproach,  and  difcourage  thofe 
■who  take  other  meafures^,  and  defire  to  be  faithful.  If 
;uiy  zeal  for  the  declaritive  glory  of  God  appear  with 
this  or  the  other  perfon,  in  a  day  of  general  lukewarm- 
iiefs,  no  wonder  that  the  particular  perfon,  who  would 
make  any  appearance  againfl  the  common  defection,  be 
fluted  for  fmgularity,  as  if  they  fet  up  themfelvcs,  and 
would  be  reckoned  eminent  beyond  all  oth.ers :  But  ca-. 
lumny  will  never  make  zeal  culpable,  nor  lukewarmnefs 
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juflifiable.  However,  the  neutralifing  temporizer  ia  abo-' 
minable  to  God  ;  he  who  cares  not  whether  the  ark  or 
dagon  be  fet  up,  whether  Chrift  or  antichrift  prevail : 
He  that  is  not  with  me  is  againji  me^  faith  Chrift,  upon 
this  head.  I  have  read  of  Anaftatius  the  emperor,  that 
he  was,  by  the  hand  of  God,  Ihot  to  death  with  a  hot 
thunder-bolt,  becaufe  he  was  lukewarm  in  the  catholic 
,caufe,  and  not  zealous  againft  the  Arian  fadion,  which 
became  fo  univerfal,  that  it  was  faid,  ne  whole  world 
was  turned  Arian, . 

12.  There  is  a  generation  o^ profane  per fons^  like  Efau, 
who,  for  one  morfel  of  meat^  fold  his  birth-right.  Many, 
for  a  little  morfel  of  worldly  good,  will  fell  their  fouls, 
and  fell  their  heavenly  inheritance.  Many,  for  fear  of 
lofmg  any  little  outward  inheritance,  or  temporal  ad- 
vantage in  the  world,  will  make  Ihipwreck  of  faith  and 
a  good  confcience.  Many  think  they  make  a  good 
bargain  at  a  public  market,  (fuch  as  you  have  in  view 
this  week,)  though  they  cheat  their  neighbour  with  ne- 
ver fo  many  lies  and  falihoods,  in  buying  and  felling, 
if  they  may  but  gain  a  little  worldly  advantage  upoa 
them.  They  will  quit  with  their  confcience,  before 
they  quit  with  a  fixpence.  Surely  thefe  are  not  wafhed 
from  their  filth inefs. 

But  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  There  would  be  no  end  of 
fpeaking  to  this  purpofe. — There  is  a  generation  that 
have  no  care  of  their  own  fouls,  nor  the  fouls  of  others : 
they  are  running  faft  to  hell ;  and,  by  their  ill  example, 
drawing  their  children  to  hell  with  them ;  their  friends 
and  neighbours  to  hell  with  them. — There  is  a  genera- 
tion of  vile  whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and  unclean  per-^ 
fons,  that  go  on,  without  remorfe  or  reformation  ;  and 
to  whom  the  cuftom  of  the  fm  hath  worn  out  the  con- 
fcience of  the  guilt.  Mod  certainly  they  are  not  wafh- 
ed from  their  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation  of  drunks 
ards  and  tipplers,  that  cannot  mortify  the  lufl  of  drunk-^ 
ennefs  unto  drunkennefs :  it  is  their  right  hand  and 
right  rye,  which,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  cut  off,  or  pluck- 
ed out,  it  is  like  to  go  to  hell  with  them.  They  are 
not  waOied  from  theif  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generati- 
on of  horrid,  fwearersy  and  profaners  of  the  name  of  God, 
i>     Vol.  L  Bbb  whether 
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whether  by  broad  oaths,  or  minched  oaths ;  not  to  in- 
fifl  upon  the  open  perjury,  by  the  abominable  ufe  and 
abufe  of  fiate  oaths.     O  the  perfidy  and  perjury  of  the 
nation  !     Surely  the  Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land,    becaufe  there  is  no  truth,  nor 
knowledge  of  God  in  the  land ;   by  [wearing,    and  lying, 
and  killing,  and  flealing,    and  committing  adultery,    they 
break  out,   and  blood  toucheth  blood  ;  therefore  fl:>all  the  land 
mourn^  Hof.  iv.  i,  2,  3. — There  is  a  generation  o{  liars, 
v/ho  make  no  confcience  of  fpeaking  the  truth  to  their 
neighbour  :    'They  are  of  their  father  the  devil^    who  is 
the  father  of  lies.    Are  they  waflied  from  their  filthinefs  ? 
No  :   There  fball  in  nozvife  enter  into  the  nevj  Jerufalem 
any  thing  that  deflcth,  or  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh 
a  lie, — There  is  a  generation   of  Sabbath-breakers^  to 
whom  God's  holy  day  is  as  little  hallowed  and  fanciified 
as  any  other  day :   though  they  come  to  the  church  for 
the  fafhion  ;  yet  they  do  not  make  confcience  to  abilain 
from  thinking  their  own  thoughts ^  fpeaking  their  own  words ^ 
or  doing  their  own  works  on  the  Lord^s  day  :    No  ;  if  it 
were  not  for  the  cuflom,  they  would  not  make  fo  much 
as  any  outward  mark  of  diilindion.     Are  they  walhed 
from  their  filthinefs  ?     No,  by  no  means. — There  is  a 
generation  of  jualiciuus  perfons  and  jire-brands^  living  in 
,the  fire  of  contention  and  difcord :    not  living  in  love^ 
nox  following  peace  with  all  men  ;  but  living  in  malice  and 
envy,  hateful    and  hating  one  another :    loving  to  have 
an  ill  tale  to  tell,  and  an  evil  report  to  make  of  one  a- 
nother  ;  purfuing  die  dailies,  and  entertaining  them. 
Surely    they   are  not  waflied  from  their    filthinefs. — 
There  is  a  generation  of  unjujl  and  injurious  perfons^ 
who  think  nothing  to  build  up  their  own  worldly  for- 
tune upon  the  ruin  of  their  neighbour's  eftate  ;  not  re- 
membering, that  which  is  won  by  theft,   robbery,  in- 
juftice,  or  oppreilion,  is  win  at  the  peril  of  their  fouls 
and  the  curfe  of  God.     Of  the  fame  nature  is  injuftice 
in  judging  and  determining  of  caufes,    at  whatfoever 
court,  whether  civil  or  ecc  efiaftic,  when  friendfl^ip  and 
courtefy  is  preferred  above  juftice  and  equity  ;  and  when 
the  decifion  of  judges  goes  not  by  juilice,    but  by  fa- 
A'our,    or  fraud,    or  bribery.     Surely  all  fuch  are  not 
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waflied  from  their  filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation  of 
rotten-hearted  prof ejfors^  that  join  in  intimate  fociety  and 
clofe  famiharity  with  dated  enemies  to  God  and  religi- 
on, and  monftrous  fwearers,  profane,  loofe,  abandon- 
ed, and  mahgnant  perfons :  they  reckon  them,  perhaps, 
to  be  good  fellows,   and  honed  neighbours,  and  have 
not   the    lead    reludance    at  intimate  fellowfhip  with 
them  ;  and,  it  may  be,  prefer  their  company  to  that  of 
the  godly  and  ferious.     They  walk  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly^   they  Jiand  in  the  way  of  finners^  and  fit  n  the 
way  of  the  fcornful^  and  yet  would  be  called  profc/fors^ 
But  it  feems  plain  that  they  are  not  wallied  from  their 
filthinefs. — There  is  a  generation  oi prayerlefs  perfons  ; 
they  bow  not  a  knee  to  God  in  their  families,  and  per~ 
haps  as  little  in  their  clofets.     The  prayerlefs  man  is  an 
impure   man  ;  he  is   not  waflied  from  his  filthinefs. — • 
There  is  a  generation  oi proud  2iTid.fclfiJh  perfons  ;  if  they 
pray,  or  bring  forth  any  fruit,  they  are  but  empty  vines 
that  bring  forth  fruit  to  themfelves.    Spiritual  pride  and 
felf  is  as  great  an  enemy  as  God  hath :  and  even  pride 
of  duties,  pride  of  prayer,  pride  of  preaching,  pride  of 
grace,  proud  dedres  of  being  applauded  and  thought 
better  of  than  others,  where  it  is  in  its  reign,  evidences 
the  perfon  is  not  waflied  from  his  filthinefs. — In  a  word, 
there  is  a  generation  of  unregenerate  perfons^  which  in- 
clude all  the  Chridlefs  and  gracelefs  world,    that  were 
never  convinced  or  converted,  never  drawn  to  Chiid  in 
a  day  of  power.     Surely  all  they  who  were  never  bom 
again^  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit^  w^hofe  operations  are 
like  water,  who  were  ncYcr  faved  by  the  wajhing  of  rege- 
neration^   and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  they  are 
not  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

[2.]  The  next  thing  propofed,  on  this  ufe  of  trial 
and  examination,  was  to  aflign  fome  pofitive  evidences 
of  thofc  that  are  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs  and  made 
partakers  of  gofpel  purity.  It  is  poffible  fome  may  i- 
magine,  if  all  be  excluded  that  I  have  named,  there  will 
certainly  be  fev/  behind  of  the  generation,  that  is  wafli- 
ed from  their  filthinefs.  Indeed,  I  own,  they  are  but 
few ;  for  all  are  excluded  who  are  under  the  pov/er, 
reignj  and  dominion  of  any  of  thofe  fins  that  I  have  been 
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naming.  But,  for  the  help  of  the  few,  that  they  may 
know  they  have  fomething  of  gofpel  purity,  and  that 
others  may  further  know  that  they  have  it  not,  and  fo 
may  be  humbled,  and  cry  to  the  Lord  for  it,  I  fhall  of- 
fer but  thefe  two  means,  or  evidences,  at  the  time,  by 
which  it  may  be  tried.  Try  this  purity  then,  i.  By  the 
root  of  it.     2.  By  the  fruit  of  it. 

I/?,  Let  this  purity  be  tried  by  the  root  2indfpritig  of 
it.     And, 

1.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  divorce  from  the 
law.  This  may  feem  a  paradox  to  fome,  that  purity, 
holinefs,  and  conformity  to  the  law,  fhould  be  rooted 
in  a  divorce  from  the  law  :  Yea,  but  it  is  a  truth  of  the 
eternal  God.  Accordingly  Paul  declares  of  his  own 
experience.  Gal.  ii.  29.  /  through  the  law  am  dead  to 
the  lazvj  that  I  might  live  unto  God,  No  livi?ig  unto  God^ 
in  point  of  purity  and  fandification,  until  we  be  dead 
unto  and  divorced  from  the  laiu^  in  point  of  juflification. 
"We  mufl  renounce  it  as  a  rule  of  acceptance,  before  we 
improve  it  as  a  rule  of  obedience.  We  do  not  make  it 
a  ftandard  of  holinefs,  fo  long  as  we  make  it  a  conditi- 
of  life  :  for,  while  we  do  fo,  we  are  under  the  law,  and 
fo  under  the  pov/er  and  dominion  of  fm,  and  ftr angers 
to  the  grace  of  God,  which  only  doth  efFeO:ually  teach 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  hifts^  and  to  live  foberly^ 
righteoujly^  and  godly.  Now,  have  you  ever  been  divorc- 
ed from  the  law,  by  the  killing  flroke  of  convidion, 
and  by  the  mortifying  flroke  of  humiliation  ?  Have 
you  been  convinced  of  the  evil  of  fm,  the  guilt  of  fm, 
the  power  of  fm  ;  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  though 
he  Ihould  deftroy  you  ;  and  of  the  fpirituality  and  extent 
of  the  law,  fo  as  the  commandment  comings  fm  hath  re- 
'vived  and  you  died? 

2.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  marriage  union  to 
Chrill ;  Te  are  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrtfl,  that 
ye  might  he  married  to  another,  even  unto  Chrifty  that  ye 
way  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God,  Rom.  vi.  4.  As  there 
can  be  no  lawful  children  before  marriage  ;  fo,  no  ac- 
ceptable fruit  unto  God,  no  true  purity,  before  mar- 
riage union  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  without  ingraft- 
ment  into  this  bleffed  vine,  without  whom  we  can  do 

nothing. 
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nothing.  Now,  try  your  purity  by  this  root  of  it. — Sinow 
you  nothing  of  a  marriage  manifeJiatio7i  of,  and  union  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  having  been  divorced  from  the 
law,  by  a  work  of  humiliation  laying  you  low  ?  Have 
you  got  a  difcovery  of  Chrift,  in  a  gratious  manifeftati- 
on  of  his  glory  ?  For,  beholding  his  glory ^  we  are  chang- 
ed into  the  fame  image^  from  glory  to  glory, — Got  you  ever 
a  view  of  the  marriage  contrail  f  Did  he  never  fay  to 
you,  /  will  be  your  Gody  ye/hall  be  my  people  ?  Did  he 
never  fay,  I  will  betrothe  thee  to  me  for  ever,  in  loving- kind- 
nefs,  in  tender  mercies,  and  inJfaithfulnefs ;  declaring 
that  his  covenant  is  your  charter,  his  righteoufnefs  your 
garment,  his  Spirit  your  guide,  his  fulnefs  your  treafure, 
and  his  faithfulnels  your  fecurity  ? — Know  you  nothing 
of  the  marriage  proclamation  f  Did  the  Lord  never  fay 
to  you  fuch  a  word  as  that.  Come  unto  we,  and  you  fhall 
find  refi  to  your  fouls,  poor,  weary,  and  heavy  laden  crea- 
ture ?  Did  he  never  court  you  by  the  gofpel,  faying,  as 
Kebekah's  friends  concerning  Abraham's  fervant,  with 
relation  to  Ifaac,  Will  you  go  wtth  this  man  f  —  Know 
you  any  thing  of  the  marriage  confent?  I  will  go  with 
this  man.  Did  he  ever  make  you  willing  in  a  day  of  his 
power  ?—Know  you  nothing  of  marriage  embraces,  be- 
tween Chrift  and  your  foul  ?  Hath  he  ever  embraced 
you  by  his  love,  and  made  you  to  embrace  him  by  faith? 
—  Surely  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  here. 

3.  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  the  inhabitation  and 
operation  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  ;  1  will  put  my  Spirit 
^within  you^  and  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  fatutesy  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  27.  Try  then,  the  Spirit  is  for  accompliftiing  the 
forementioned  effects.  The  Spirit  maketh  a  clear  revela- 
tion of  the  grace  of  God  in  the  gofpel.  The  Spirit  hav- 
ing convinced  of  fm  and  unbelief,  doth  beget  faith,  even 
the  faith  of  the  word  of  grace,  the  faith  of  the  death  of 
Chrift,  the  faith  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  the 
faith  of  the  promife :  and  by  faith  the  believer  receives 
the  Spirit ;  that  is,  more  and  more  of  the  Spirit.  In  the 
firft  approach  of  the  Spirit  to  the  heart,  when  he  works 
faith,  we  are  purely  paffive  ;  but  afterward  the  Spirit  is 
received:  Received  y,e  the  Spirit  by  the  zuorks  of  the  law, 
§r  by  the  hearing  of  faith  f  And  now  the  Spirit  dwelleth 

in 
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in  the  heart,  as  the  root  of  all  purity  and  holinefs  there  ; 
and  then  he  works,  and  operates,  and  intluences :  this 
is  the  fap  wiiich  comes  from  the  root  Chrlfl.  The  poor 
foul  finds,  that  without  new  breathing,  new  influences 
of  the  Spirit,  there  can  be  no  good  motions,  defires,  af- 
fections ;  this  is  the  iccll  of  water ^  put  within  the  believ- 
t^r,  ff  ringing  up  to  everlajiing  life.  Hypocrites  may  be 
fed  with  common  influences,  like  pools  from  the  clouds ; 
but  believers  have  a  living  fpring  within  them,  fpring- 
ing  up  like  a  fpring  well  internally,  even  when  there 
are  no  external  motives  many  times. 

4,  This  gofpel  purity  is  rooted  in  a  principle  o{ faith  ; 
fo  we  read,  A6ls  xv.  9.  that  their  hearts  were  purified 
hy  faith:  for  faith  doth  not  ox\\j  jnfiify  the  perfon,  but 
alfo  purify  the  affeclions  and  heart  of  the  perfon  juftifi- 
ed.  Faith  is  a  working  grace,  i  ThelT.  i.  3.  In  v/hat 
works  It  ?  It  works  thus,  even  working  out  filthy  cor- 
ruption. As  unbelief  and  infidelity  pollutes  a  mean's  heart ; 
and  therefore  Paul  joins  the  unbelieving  and  the  defiled 
together,  Tit.  i.  15.;  fo  alfo,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the 
work  of  faith  to  fa7idify  the  heart :  and  therefore  as 
Paul,  in  the  former  place,  joins  unbelief  and  defilement 
together;  fo,  i  Tim.  i.  ^,  faith  unfeigned^  and  a  pure  - 
heart  are  coupled  together.  Now,  faith  purifies  by  draw- 
ing water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation :  having  united 
the  perfon  to  Chrift,  the  fountain-head,  it  draws  vital 
influences  from  all  Chrifl's  perfections  and  attributes ; 
from  all  his  oflices,  from  all  his  promifes,  from  all  his 
providences,  from  all  his  relations;  from  his  names, 
his  righteoufnefs,  his  fulnefs,  his  purchafe,  by  its  fre- 
quent avStings  through  the  help  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl, 
whicli  is  given  them. 

And  particularly,  faith  improves  the  death  of  Chrifl 
for  this  purpofe.  By  his  death  he  hath  appeafed  the  wrath, 
and  fatisfied  juftice,  and  hath  obtained  the  communica- 
tion of  God's  favour,  and  all  the  fruits  of  it,  whereof 
this  of  fandification  and  purification  is  one.  Chrift,  by 
his  death,  hath  taken  out  of  the  way  the  great  obflacle 
of  our  fan  otitic  ation,  and  that  is  our  conceiving  of  God 
as  an  enemy,  and  fo  being  under  the  fear  of  God's 
wrath :  for  now,  that  Chrift  hath  died,  and  this  is  reveal- 
ed 
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ed  to  us,  this  may  beget  in  us  kindly  thoughts  of  God, 
and  deliver  us  from  our  fears  ;  and  fo  ihould  we  under- 
ftand  that  word,  Inhere  is  mercy  with  thee  that  thou  mayeft 
be  feared.  One  would  think  if  it  were,  there  is  wrath 
with  thee  that  thou  may  ell  be  feared,  they  would  under- 
ftand  it  better.  Why,  I  tell  you,  while  people  fear  the 
Lord  and  his  wrath,  that  is  noholinefs  :  for  devils  fear 
him  and  his  wrath  ;  yea,  they  believe  and  tremble  at  his 
wrath,  and  yet  have  no  hohnefs,  no  purity.  But,  while 
wt  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs^  as  it  is,  Hofea  iii.  3,  ; 
while  v/e  fear  him  in  a  filial  way,  from  the  faith  and  be- 
lief  of  mercy  and  goodnefs,  this  is  purity  and  holinefs* 
Now,  Chrill,  by  his  death,  hath  removed  the  great  ob- 
ftacle,  ws.  a  flavifh  fear,  and  introduced  the  greateft  en- 
couragement, even  the"  declaration  of  God's  greatefl 
mercy,  and  richeft  grace  to  poor  fmners  :  and  faith's 
viev/s  hereof  doth  encourage  us  to  love  and  ferve  the 
Lord. 

In  a  word,  faith  improves,  and  embraces,  and  pleads 
the  promife  of  fanQification  ;  fuch  as,  I  will  fprlukle  dean 
water  upon  you,  and  you  fndl  be  clean;  from  all  your  fil- 
thiuefs  zvill  I  cleanfe  you :  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within 
them  :  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  heart :  I  zvill  fubdue  their 
iniquities  :   I  will  fave  you  from  all  your  unclean nffs  :   All 

which  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrifl. Now,  try  your 

purity  thus  by  the  root  of  it. 

2<i/v,  Try  your  purity  by  the  fruits  and  eff'eds^  parts 
and  evidences  of  it ;  fuch  as  thefe  following. 

1.  Gofpel  purity  m.akes  a  man  love  God,  becaufe  he 
is  pure.  Can  you  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  your  foul, 
that  however  impure  and  unholy  you  are,  yet  you  love 
God  becaufe  he  is  a  pure  and  holy  God  ;  a  holy  God 
that  hates  fin  ?  I  look  upon  this  as  a  fwcet  evidence  of 
one  that  hath  the  (lamp  of  God's  holinefs  upon  his  foul. 
A  hypocrite  may  love  God  becaufe  he  is  good,  merciful, 
and  the  like  :  but  can  he  love  him  becaufe  he  is  a  holy 
God  that  hates  fm  ?  No.  Now,  is  that  the  language  of 
thy  foul.  Give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his  holinefs? 

2.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  love  xht  people  cfGod^ 
becaufe  they  are  pure.  A  man  may  love  the  people  of 
God  becaufe  of  fome  other  reafon,  and  yet  have, no  pu- 
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rity :  but  to  love  them  becaufc  of  their  purity  ;  and  the 
more  pure  and  holy  they  are,  the  more  to  love  them, 
this  is  an  evidence  of  being  paffed  from  death  to  life.  Ma- 
ny would  rather  choofe  to  be  in  a  drunken  club  and  ca- 
bal, than  in  the  company  of  thofe  who  fear  God  ;  they 
are  kept  under  relliraints  while  with  them  :  but  the  man 
that  is  waihed  from  his  filthinefs,  Hh  delights  are  with 
the  faints  y  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earthy  Pfal.  xvi.  3. 

3.  Another  fruit  and  evidence  of  gofpel  purity  is,  it 
makes  the  man  love  the  word^  becaufe  of  its  purity : 
^hy  word  is  very  pure ;  therefore  thy  fervant  loves  if, 
Pfal.  cxix.  140.  The  word  is  the  mean  and  inflrument 
of  purity  ;  Nozv  are  ye  clean  through  the  word  that  I  have 
fpoken.   SanBify  them  through  thy  truth;  thy  word  is  truth. 

Of  his  ozun  will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth.  Now, 
to  love  ordinances,  and  to  love  the  word,  for  this  very 
reafon,  becaufe  of  its  purity,  is  evidential  of  a  perfon's 
being  purified  in  part. 

4.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  man  hatefin^  becaufe  of  its 
impurity,  and  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  it,  under  that 
confideration.  He  hates  fin  becaufe  of  its  impurity,  and 
becaufe  of  its  oppofition  to  holinefs :  and  therefore  he 
hates  every  fin;  I  hate  every  falfe  way^  Pfal.  cxix.  104. 
He  \i2Xt%fecrety  as  well  as  open  fin ;  /  hate  vain  thoughts y 
Pfal.  cxix.  113.  He  hates  little  fins,  as  well  as  great,  if 
any  can  be  called  little,  feeing  there  is  no  little  God  to 
fin  againfl,  no  little  hell  to  puniih  fin  in.  Little  fins  have 
brought  on  great  puniihments  ;  as  Lot's  wife  looking 
back  to  Sodom ;  Adam's  eating  the  forbidden  fruit ; 
fifty  thoufand  men  of  Bethfliemilh  flain  for  looking  cu- 
rioufly  into  the  ark  ;  and  Uzzah  for  touching  it.  The 
faints  know  that  the  lead  fin  coft  Chrifl's  precious  blood  ; 
and  therefore  dare  not  think  little  of,  or  indulge  them- 
felves  in  any  fin. — Further,  Gofpel  purity  leads  a  man 
to  (land  at  a  diftance  from  fin.  It  is  true,  the  child  of 
God  may  fall  into  fin  ;  but  his  way  of  finning  is  like  tlic 
wicked  man's  way  of  ferving  God.  A  wicked  man  may 
go  to  duty,  he  may  go  to  his  prayers ;  but  he  is  only 
a  bungler  at  it ;  he  has  no  habit  of  grace,  no  dexterity 
for  duty  berore  God  :  fo,  a  godly  man  may  commit  fin, 
and  try  that  work  fometimes  j  but  he  is  a  bungler  at  it, 

he 
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he  has  lofl  his  habit  and  dexterity  of  finning  through 
grace  ;  and  therefore  it  is  faid  he  cannot  fin :  He  that 
is  born  of  God  cannot  commit  fm, 

5.  Gofpel  purity  inchnes  a  man  to  make  advances  in 
rehgion  ?  he  Jor<7ets  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  pref- 

Jeth forward ;  he  can  never  be  pure  enough:  he  goes 
from  ftrength  to  flrength  ;  The  path  of  the  jufl  is  as  the 
fhining  light,  that  fhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfe^ 
'  day.  It  is  true,  there  are  ebbings  and  flowings  of  grace  ; 
the  perfon  may  be  going  fometimes  backward,  at  other 
times  forward  :  but  his  ordinary  courfe  is  Hke  the  fun  ; 
it  may  be  under  a  cloud,  and  out  of  view,  as  if  there 
was  no  fun  at  all ;  but  then  it  breaks  out  from  under 
the  cloud  again,  and  always  makes  farther  advances  ia 
his  race.  So,  the  child  of  God  may  be  under  a  cloud  ; 
grace  may  be  under  a  cloud  and  difappear,  as  if  it  was 
no  grace  at  all :  but  then  it  breaks  out  again  further  ad- 
vanced ;  for,  the  man  grows  in  grace^  and  in  the  know- 
ledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  hath  more  experience  of 
the  Lord's  pity  and  favour  ;  more  infight  into  the  my- 
lleries  of  the  gofpel. 

6.  Gofpel  purity  makes  a  m^any^'^  and  lament  his  own 
impurity  and  unholinefs :  he  is  aliiided  with  his  want  of 
purity,  and  with  his  own  vilenefs  and  defilement,  fay- 
ing, with  Job,  Behold^  I  a?n  vile  ;  and  with  Afaph,  So 

foolijh  was  I  and  ignorant  ;  and  with  Abraham,  /  am  duft 
and  ajhes  ;  and  with  Agur,  I  a?n  more  hrutijh  than  any 
many  and  have  not  the  underflandin^^  of  a  man  ;  and  vvicii 
Paul,  I  am  the  chief  of  [inner  s.  The  man  is  humbled  un- 
der afenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs,  and  of  the  plagues  of  his 
own  heart.  Tears,  inllead  of  gems  and  pearls,  were  the 
ornaments  of  David's  bed,  when  he  was  fallen  from  his 
purity. 

7.  This  purity  makes  a  man  to  be  affiicled  even  for 
the  impurity  of  others  :  this  was  the  cafe  with  David  ; 
I  beheld  tran/grej/ijrs,  and  was  grieved  -  Rivers  of  water 
run  dozen  mine  eyes,  hecaufe  the  wicked  keep  not  thy  law, 
Pfalm  cxix.  136,  158.  It  had  the  fame  efieft  upon  Jere- 
miah ;  Oh  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  foiui' 
tain  of  tears,  that  I  might  we^p  day  and  niojit  for  the  flain 
of  the  daughter  of  my  peop'e  !  Jer.  ix.  1.    And  the  Lord 
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faid  unto  h'lm^  Go  through  the  midfl  of  the  city,  through 
the  7nidJ}  ofjerufalem^  and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  fore  heads 
of  the  men  that  figh  and  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that  he 
done  in  the  midft  thereof  Ezek.  ix.  4.  Why,  the  godly 
man,  in  other  mens  fins,  fees  the  badnefs  of  his  own 
heart :  and  by  mourning  for  the  fms  of  others,  he  comes 
to  be  pure,  even  from  the  fms  of  other  men  ;  whereas 
people  are  guilty  of  other  mens  fins,  while  they  do  not 
mourn  for  them,  but  rather  approve  of  them. 

8.  This  purity  is  evidenced  by  a  confcientious  and 
diligent  ufe  of  the  means  of  purity.  The  Lord  works 
out,  and  carries  on  this  work  of  fandification ;  makes 
it  go  on  by  the  means  which  he  hath  appointed  us  to 
ufe  :  and  w^hen  we  ufe  his  appointed  means,  though  the 
effect  do  not  prefently  and  difcernably  follow  and  appear ; 
yet  we  may  conclude  that  the  work  is  going  on.  Even 
as  when  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  compalling  the  walls 
of  Jericho  feven  days,  and  feven  times  upon  the  feventh 
day  ;  fome  of  them  might  poffibly  be  difpofed  to  fay. 
What  means  our  compafiing  the  walls ;  they  do  not  fall 
by  our  compaiTmg  them,  or  ufmg  this  mean  ?  Howe- 
ver, every  compafiing  of  the  walls  was  a  bringing  down 
of  the  walls,  though  they  fell  not  till  after  the  feventh 
times  compafiing  on  the  feventh  day,  Jofli.  vi.  Even 
fo,  the  diligent  ufe  of  means,  in  the  way  that  the  Lord 
hath  appointed,  is  our  indifpenfible  duty  :  for,  though 
it  is  not  always  evident,  that  the  means  hath  any  fuc- 
cefs,  for  bringing  down  the  walls  and  high  towers  of  fm  ; 
yet  every  compalTmg  of  the  walls,  at  God's  command, 
is  a  fign  the  work  is  going  on  j  and  at  lafh  the  walls 
fhall  fall  fiat  to  the  groundr 
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SERMON      XII. 

P  R  O  V.    XXX.    12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  zvajhed  frotn  their  fdthinefs^ 

[The  fifth  Sermon  on  this  text,] 

MANY,  by  a  fair  profeffion,  a  falfe  convi^lion,  and 
a  baftard  converfion,  feein  half  way  to  heaven, 
who  yet  will  lodge  for  ever  in  hell.  He  who  fits  down  at 
half-way,  and  reds  there,  will  never  come  to  the  end  of 
his  journey,  but  is  flill  afar  off.  O  Sirs,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, that  the  mofh  part  of  you,  that  even  come  fo  near 
to  Chrift,  in  approaching  to  his  houfe  and  ordinances ; 
yet  you  are  as  far  from  him  as  light  is  from  darknefs,  or 
darknefs  from  light :  and  we  need  not  go  far  to  prove 
the  charge  ;  for,  if  you  be  not  wailied,  you  are  far  from 
God  and  Chrift  ;  yea,  you  have  no  part  in  him:  If  1 
wajh  thee  not^  thou  hajl  no  -part  in  rne^  faid  our  bleffed 
Lord  to  Peter.  If  you  be  not  waflied  from  the  giult  of  fm 
in  juftification,  and  from  \hc  filth  of  fm  in  fandlification, 
you  have  no  part  in  Chrift,  and  fo  are  far  enough  from 
him  :  and  this  is  the  ftate,  not  of  a  few,  but  of  a  multi- 
tude ;  Inhere  is  a  ^eueration  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ; 
and  yet  is  not  wafl^d  from  their  filthinefs. 

Having  finiftied  the  doftrinal  part  of  the  fubjecl,  dif- 
cuifed  fo  much  of  the  application,  we  are  now  profecut- 
ing  an  ufe  of  trial ;  but  in  regard  we  have  treated  the 
negative  part  of  this  ufc  more  largely  than  the  pofiti-ve^ 
we  ftiall  offer  fome  things  farther  upon  the  laft  of  thefe  ; 
not  with  a  view  fo  much  to  multiply  particular  marks, 
as  for  offering  general  rules,  by  which  you  may  exa- 
mine this  matter.  As  it  hath  already  been  tried  by  the 
root  and  by  the  fruit  of  it ;  it  may  be  further  examined 
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by  \ht  parts  of  it,  by  the  perfedion  of  it,  by  the  means^ 
of  it,  and  by  the  end  of  it. 

3^/y,  We  proceed  then,  in  the  third  place,  to  try 
this  gofpel  purity  by  the  parts  of  it.  This  purity,  ho- 
linefs,  or  fandification  is  twofold,  either  habitual  or 
a6lual. 

I.  There  is  habitual  ipunty,  which  lies  in  the  infufi- 
on  of  all  the  habits  of  grace.  And  this  habitual  holi- 
nefs  may  be  tried  by  thefe  two  fpecial  parts  of  it,  viz. 
the  illumination  of  the  mind,  and  the  renovation  of  the 
will. 

(i.)  There  is  here  the  illumination  of  the  mind :  this 
is  a  fpecial  part  of  purity  and  fandification  ;  2  >  have 
-put  on  the  new  man^  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge^  after 
the  image  of  hi?n  that  created  him^  Col.  iii.  10.  The  mere 
natural  man,  that  Ues  in  his  natural  flate,  he  neither 
doth  nor  can  perceive  the  thi?igs  of  Gud,  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
Here  then  is  purity  to  clear  the  underftanding.  The 
pure  and  fanQ:ified  man  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his 
mind.  We  are  a  mafs  of  darknefs  by  nature  ;  We  know 
7iothing  as  we  ought  to  know.  We  are  blind  as  moles, 
and  can  give  no  fubje£tion  of  underftanding  to  divine 
revelation  ;  nor  give  a  full  aflent  to  the  truths  of  God, 
having  no  fubje^tive  perfuafion  thereof :  yea,  lue  know 
fiothing  as  we  ought  to  know.  Though  we  may  have  a 
form  of  knowledge,  yet,  in  feeing  we  fee  not^  while  we 
want  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knozuledge 
cf  God.  Sin,  entering  into  the  world,  hath  blindfolded 
lis  ail :  the  devil,  having  got  the  victory  over  us,  doth 
even  throw  glamor  over  our  eyes,  or  beguil  us  with  a 
falfe  deception ;  and  we  are  become  fools  :  folly  is  bound 
up  in  the  heart  of  every  natural  man.  And  however 
fome  may  feem  to  be  exempted  from  this  character, 
fuch  as  thefe  who  are  called  (tatefmen,  and  great  wits, 
and  politicians ;  yet,  while  in  a  natural  ftate,  their  wif- 
dom is  hnl  fooHfJmefs  in  God's  fight,  i  Cor.  i.  20.  The 
profound  philofopher,  and  high  pretender  to  reafon,  is 
but  a  fool  in  the  fight  of  God  :  profejpng  themfelves  to  be 
wife^  they  became  fools. 

Now,   when  the  Lord  purifies  a  man,  he  takes  this 

poor 
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poor  man,    who  is  fo  ignorant  of  God,  even  as  blind 
as  a  mole  in  the  things  of  God,   and  as  dark  as  a  dun- 
geon, and  makes  him  light  in  the  Lord :  the  light  of  the 
gofpel  ihines  in  with  evidence  upon  the  man's  foul,  fo 
as  he  is  made  to  give  full  credit  to  the  truths  of  God, 
and  to  the  God  of  truth.     The  high  reafoning  that  was 
in  his  mind,  againft  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  even  his  vain 
-imaginations,    whereby  he  exalted  himfelf  againft  the 
knowledge  of  Chrill,  thefe  are  brought  down  by  the 
weapons  of  the  gofpel  warfare,  the  fivord  of  the  Spirit^ 
in  the  hand  of  Chrift.     Thefe  reafonings  that  he  had 
before  are  filenced  :  the  man  fees  a  glory  in  God's  per- 
fections,   in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,    that  he  faw  not 
before  :  he  fees  a  beauty  in  God's  difpenfations,  which 
he  faw  not  before-:  he  fees  a  majefty  in  God's  ordinan- 
ces, which  he  did  not  fee  before,  and  could  not  perceive: 
he  fees  a  lovelinefs  in  the  precepts  of  God ;    nothing 
whereof  could  be  perceived  before  :  he  fees  a  fweetnelis 
in  the  promifes,  which  he  thought  very  little  of  before: 
he  fees  an  excellency  in  the  faints,  whom  he  contemned 
before :    he  fees  a  reality  in  what  is  divinely  revealed, 
which  was  but  fancies  to  him  before :  he  fees  alfo  a  cer- 
tainty in  a  life  to  come,  and  in  -a  death  and  a  wrath  to 
come,    which  he  never  gave  full  credit  to  before :    he 
knows  now  there  is  a  God,  whom  before  he  only  thought 
he  knew,  but  was  really  ignorant  of;  he  fees  him  to  be 
a  juft  and  holy  God,  a  good  and  gracious  God,  ^  God  in 
Chrifl  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf. 

Now,  all  fanclification  and  purity  enters  in  at  this 
door  of  illumination  ;  and  therefore  you  may  try  by 
this  :  for  the  grand  difterence  between  the  faint  and  the 
hypocrite  lies  in  this,  the  one  is  darknefs^  the  other  is 
light  in  the  Lord,  Let  tlie  hypocrite  do  what  he  will, 
profefs  what  he  will,  he  is  ftill  but  a  mafs  of  darknefs, 
and  knows  nothing  of  God.  Whereas,  let  the  faint, 
the  believer,  be  at  never  fuch  a  low  ebb,  yet  he  is  a 
perfon  whofe  eyes  God  hath  opend :  though  fome- 
times,  indeed,  he  may  be  afleep,  and  fo  not  actual- 
ly beholding  the  light  ;  yet  this  habitual  change  is 
wrought,  the  eyes  of  his  underftanding  is  enlightened. 

(2.)  Another  fpecial  part  of  this  habitual  purity  and 

fandifi. 
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fan(5tiiication,  is  the  renovatio7t  of  the  will  and  affeSlions, 
The  natural  man  is  rebeUion  againft  the  will  of  God ; 
his  will  by  no  means  will  (loop  to  the  v/ill  of  God :  and 
here  is  the  work  of  fandification  in  the  will,    that  it 
makes  it  flexible,   bends  and  inclines  it  to  obedience  to 
God's  will:   He  that  is  of^od,    and  purified  by  him,  he 
heareth  God's  word  ;    and  ye  therefore  hear  them  not,  be- 
caufe  ye  are  not  of  God,  John  viii.  47.     Man's  will  is  to- 
tally depraved,  and  defperately  wicked  :  by  nature  it  is 
inclined  to  every  thing  that  is  bad,  and  averfe  from  e- 
very  thing  that  is  good :  it  is  the  greatefl  enemy  that 
God  hath  cut  of  hell,  and  as  great  an  enemy  as  he  hath 
in  hell ;  for,  every  man  that  hath  an  unrenewed  will,  he 
hath  a  devil  in  his  breall.     The  will,  unrenewed,  is  the 
very  pidure  of  Satan  \  the  man  is  not  fubje<^  to  the  law 
of  Go^,  neither  indeed  can  be  :  and  whatever  he  may 
pretend  of  kindnefs  to  God,  and  the  people  of  God,  yet 
he  hates  God,  and  every  thing  that  hath  God's  image  up- 
on it. —His  affedions  are  totally  vitiated,  his  defires 

being  toward  that  which  is  dishonourable  to  God,  and 
hurtful  to  himfelf :  his  delights  are  placed  upon  a  thing 
of  nought.  His  forrows  are  efpecially  becaufe  he  can- 
not get  his  will ;  and  his  will  is  neither  for  God's  glory, 
nor  his  own  good.  His  greatefl  grief  is  becaufe  he  can- 
not get  his  wicked  will  gratified,  or  his  carnal  afFedions 
fatisfied. 

But  now,  when  the  Lord  purifies  the  man,  and  fanc- 
tifies  him,  he  takes  away  the  heart  of  Jione^  and  gives 
the  heart  of  flejl).  This  wicked  will  is  called  the  heart 
of  {tone,  becaufe  it  is  inflexible,  it  will  neither  bow  nor 
bend  ;  you  may  fooner  break  the  man  than  bow  him  : 
while  his  corrupt  will  remains,  there  is,  no  pofTiblity  of 
the  man's  inclining  to  that  which  is  fpiritually  good. 
Now,  when  the  v/ill  is  changed,  the  faculty  remains, 
but  the  quality  is  changed  ;  the  curfed  quality,  where- 
by it  was  wholly  inclined  to  evil ;  whereby  it  was  fo  in- 
clined to  wickednefs,  that  there  was  no  drawing  the 
man  off  from  his  ov/n  ways  ;  yet  God  takes  this  away 
in  fan6lification,  fo  that  now,  the  man  is  inclined  to 
good,  as  before  he  v/as  inclined  to  evil.— The  will  is 
now  fubjed  to  the  will  of  God,  and  to  the  law  of  God, 

and 
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and  made  to  fay,  Lord^  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  dof 
Let  my  will  be  fubmiffive  to  thine  ;  let  it  be  as  a  wea- 
ther-cock, to  turn  about  with  every  blafl  of  the  breath 
of  thy  mouth  ;  with  every  fignification  of  thy  will  in  the 
word.  The  man  is  now  inclined  to  feek  the  Lord,  and 
to  ferve  him :  yea,  he  hath  a  natural  and  native  incli- 
nation to  that  which  is  good ;  and  a  native  averfion  from 
,that  which  is  evil,  though  his  v/ill  be  but  in  part  re- 
newed, and  when  he  would  do  good,  evil  is  prefent  with 
hi?!! :  there  is  Jlejh  lufting  againft  the  Spirit,  yet  he  is 
really  renewed,  fo  as  it  is  the  habitual  frame  and  difpo- 
fition  of  his  foul,  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  hoUnefs  and  righie- 

oufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  his  life. His  affedio7is 

are  renewed  ;  he  now  is  made  to  delire  God  as  the  chief 
good;  to  delight  in  him" as  the  only  portion;  to  love 
him  as  his  befl  friend ;  to  hate  fm  as  his  greateft  ene- 
my ;  to  be  forrowful  for  that  more  than  for  any  other 
thing  ;  to  be  angry  at  fm  in  himfelf  and  in  others  ;  and 
to  be  well-pleafed  and  fatisfied  with  the  revelation  and 
device  of  falvation,  through  grace,  by  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrifl,  and  that  Chriji  Jhould  be  made  of  God  to  him 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan£lifi cation,  and  redemption. 

And  thus  you  fee  the  parts  of  habitual  purity  :  this  is 
the  habit  of  grace,  though  it  be  not  always  exercifed 
and  difcerned,  as  it  is  in  acquired  habits  ;  e,  g,  A  mu- 
fician  hath  the  habit  of  muiic,  or  playing  melodioufly, 
though  he  hath  not  always  the  inflrument,  or  harp  in 
his  hand :  fo  it  is  in  infufed  habits ;  a  man  hath  the 
habit  of  grace,  habitual  purity,  though  it  be  not  al- 
ways drawn  forth  into  adual  exercife.  And  there-, 
fore, 

2.  There  is  aElual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
ourfelves.  And  this  actual  purity  hath  thefe  two  parts,  vl-z. 
a  dying  daily  to  fm,  and  a  living  daily  to  God  and  righ- 
teoufnefs. 

(i.)  In  adual  purity  there  is  a  dying  daily  to  fin;  and 
that  is  called  mortification  :  he  that  is  in  Chriji  hath  cru- 
cified the  flefij,  with  the  lufis  and  affedions.  Now,  this 
dying  to  lin.  is  when  one  doth  daily  more  and  more  fall 
ciTt  of  conceit  with  fm  ;  when  he  is  actually  fighting  a- 
gaiiiil  it,  hating  it,  and  endeavouring  the  cruciiixion  of 
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it ;  when  his  averfion  from  it  is  more  flrengthened,  and 
his  incrmation  to  it  is  more  and  more  weakened.  But 
perhaps  one  may  fay,  How  jhall  I  know  true  mortijicatU 
on  f  Why,  it  is  iiniverfal^  oppofmg  all  fm  ;  and  it  le- 
vels at  the  very  root  thereof  in  original  fm :  0  wretch- 
ed  man  that  I  am  !  who  Jhall  deliver  ?ne  fro7n  the  body  of 
ihis  death  f  It  levels  even  2Xfecret  fins,  as  well  as  open ; 
O  clcanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults.  It  (Irikes  at  beloved 
fins  ;  it  is  a  cutting  off  the  right-hand^  and  plucking  out 
the  right  eye.  It  is  alfo  evangelical^  flowing  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  love  to  God  in  Chrifl ;  and  aded  in  the  virtue, 
and  by  the  faith  of  the  death  and  crucifixion  of  the  Son 
of  God :  and  hence  a  man  is  faid  to  be  crucified  with 
Chriji^  Gal.  ii.  20. 

(2.)  A  living  daily  to  God,  and  to  righteoufnefsy  is  a- 
nother  part  of  adual  purity,  by  which  we  ought  to  try 
Gur  fandity ;  and  it  is  ufually  termed  vivification.  This 
way  of  living,  is  when  a  man  is  fo  far  alive  to  God,  as 
that  he  is  a&ualiy  delighting  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
company  more  and  more  ;  defiring  to  have  more  com- 
munion with  God  in  Chrifl ;  and  when  the  Lord's  fervice 
becomes  flill  more  the  man's  recreation  and  element ;  and 
when  not  only  the  houfe  of  Saul  is  growing  weaker  and 
"weaker,  but  the  houfe  of  David  is  growing  flronger  and 
flronger,  by  the  man's  groiving  in  grace,  and  in  the 
knozuledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  liv- 
ing  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,—  Now,  in  true  vivifi- 
cation,  the  man  not  only  hath  life,  but  is  lively ;  not 
only  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine,  but  drawing  fap  and 
virtue  from  the  fame ;  not  only  married  to  Chrifl,  but 
bringing  forth  fruit  to  him. 

Now,  thefe  are  the  parts  of  purity  and  limftification, 
by  which  we  fliould  examine  ourfelves :  and,  I  fear,  the 
opening  thereof  may  difcover  the  total  want  of  purity  in 
the  moll,  and  the  partial  w^ant  of  it  in  the  befl  of  folk  y 
even  the  great  want  that  believers  themfelves  labour 
under,  v/ith  refpeQ:  to  thefe  things.  But,  hov;ever, 
though  believers  themfelves  may  fee  their  great  want 
hereof,  yet  they  may  be  in  cafe  to  draw  a  comfortable, 
conclufion  therefrom,  and  it  may  be  this,  namely, 
*  What  I  hear  the  minifler  tell  mc  of  thefe  parts  of  fanc- 
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tificatlon,  I  know  I  have  fometime  a  day  underflood 
it  to  my  bleffed  experience,  and  therefore  have  good 
ground  to  exped,  that  I  iliall  know  more  of  it  in  the 
Lord's  time  and  way  \  for,  he  thai  hath  begun  the  good 
loorh^  will  perfed  it ;  and  therefore  I  will  quietly  wait 
his  return." 

4thly,  Let  us  not  only  thus  try  our  purity  by  the  part?, 
but  alfo  by  the  perfedion  of  it.  I  do  not  mean  a  perfec- 
tion of  degrees^  which  will  not  take  place  till  the  believer 
be  in  heaven  ;  but  the  go/pel  perie6iion,  which  even 
takes  place  on  earth,  and    by  which  tlie   believer,  in 
fcripture  language,  is  fometimes  faid  to  be  a  perfed  and 
upright  man.    And  this  perfedion  of  purity,  I  think,  ia 
general,  lies  in  this,  When  a  man  is  pure  v/i  God^s  Jigbt» 
This  feems  to  be  cfpecialiy  pointed  at  in  the  text,  as  the 
reverfe  of  that  f elf- conceited  purity  therein  held  forth  : 
There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  tn  their  oivn  eyes  ;  and 
yet  :s  not  zuafiedfrom  their  Jilt hinefs.     They  are  pure  ia 
their  ov/n  fight,  but  not  pure  in  the  fight  of  God  :  in- 
timating, that  the  gofpel-perfeclion  of  purity  lies   in  a 
man's  being  pure  in  God's  fight.     Of  this  purity  the  a- 
poiile  fpeaks.  Col.  i.  22.  v/here  Chrifl  is  faid  to  prefeni 
his  people  holy,  and  unhiarneable^  and  unreproveable  in  his 
Father'' s  fight. 

Quest.  What  is  it  to  he  pure  in  God^s  fight,  fo  as  ws 
may  e:^cmine  this  purity  by  the  go jp el  pcrfeSlion  of  it  f 

Answ.  I.  This  gofpel  perfedion  is  that  purity  ia 
C-od's  light,  which  implies  internal  heart  uprightnefsy 
evidencing  itfelf  in  faifh  and  love^  v/hicli  can  a£i  in 
the  fight  and  prefence  of  God,  as  being  the  product  of 
his  bleired  Spirit. 

I  call  it  a  hearl-iiprighinefs  or  heart-purity^  becaufe  the 
man  that  is  thus  pure,  is  not  only  pure  outv>Mrdiy,  in 
the  fight  of  man  ;  but  pure  in  heart  and  fpirit,  in  the 
fight  of  Qod,,  v/h'3  is  a  Spirit.  Many  pretend  to  jao- 
linefs ;  but,  like  the  Pharifees,  they  make  clean  only 
the  outfide  of  the  plater  :  but  the  truly  pious  and  holy 
foul  is  mofl  careful  to  have  the  heart  right  with  God  ; 
and  folicitous  how  to  be  clean  fed  from  all  fihhlnefs  of  the 
fpirii^  as  well  as  \^i\(t  fefn.  He  indeed  fmds  much  heart 
impurity  ;  but  the  foul  of  him  is  grieved  at  it,  and  he 
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nioft  ardently  defires  to  be  cleanfed  ;  TVafh  me,  and  I 
Jhaii  be  clean ;  creat  in  me  a  clean  heart.  He  is  exercifed 
about  the  heart,  crying  to  Heaven  for  more  and  more 
purity,  and  daily  flying  to  the  fountain  opened  for  fin 
and  uncleannefs.  They  are  much  in  fecret  crying  for  pu- 
rity :  and  even  when  they  win  not  to  a  fecret  chamber  ; 
yea,  perhaps,  when  they  are  in  the  midft  of  company, 
they  will,  now  and  then,  be  darting  up  fome  flolen  look 
to  Heaven,  and  their  hearts  praying,  "  O  for  holinefs  ! 
*'  O  for  conformity  to  the  Lord !  O  to  have  heart  ene- 
*'  mies  deftroyed,  and  ftrong  corruptions  broken  !" 

Again,  I  faid  this  purity  in  God's  figh,  evidenceth  it- 
felf  m  faith  ;  it  a6ls  in  a  way  of  believing,  truiling   to 
the  faithfuinefs  of  God  in  the  promife,  and  the  power 
of  God  to  accomplifh  the  fame  ;  looking  for  help  no  o- 
ther  way  but  in  and  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  re- 
ceiving the  v/ord  of  faith,  and  putting  to  the  fealthat  God 
is  true  ;  calling  the  burden  of  the  foul  upon  the  Lord  by 
faith  :  alfo,  the  man  believes  as  in  the  fight  of  God.  It 
is  not  enough  to  be  called  and  accounted  a  believer,  and 
to  rcv^kon  yourfelf  fuch  ;  but  to  be  a  believer  in  the  fight 
of  God,  is  the  main  buiinefs  :  vdicn-  the  perfon,  thro' 
faith,  fees  an  excellency  in  Chrift,  fo  as  to  count  all  things 
but  lojs  and  dung  for  him  :  and  Vi^ien  the  poor  foul  can 
fay,  as  in  the  fight  of   God,  "  Lord,    thou  knoweft  I 
have  no  other  refuge  to  run  to  by  thyfelf ;  and  though 
thou  fdonldejl  kill  me^  yet  ivill  I  truji  in  thee^  for  all  the 
good  things  in  the  covenant,  which  is  all  my  falvati-  • 
on^  and  all  my  defire  :  here  will  1  reft,  and  here  wili 
I  ftay  myfeUV' 

Again,  This  purity  in  the  fight  of  God  evidenceth  it- 
felf  in  love  ;  and  this  is  love  in  the  fight  of  God,  when  a 
man  can  fay  before  God,  ne  defire  of  my  foul  is  to  thy 
name^  even  to  the  name  of  Chrift.  The  man  loves  fo, 
as  that  the  name  of  Chrift  is  to  him  as  ointment  poured 
forth  :  he  loves  ^o^  as  to  long  for  more  fellowihip 
with  God  in  Chrift :  he  loves  fo,  as  v.iierever  he  fees 
the  image  of  God,  he  loves  it :  they  love  his  image 
that  lliines  in  his  precept,  in  his  promife,  in  his  peo- 
ple. They  love  the  Lord  fo  as  to  hold  him,  and  they 
do  not  let  him  go  j  and  to  fach  a  degree,  as  to  break 
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their  heart  when  he  goes  away,  faying,  O !  ten  thou- 
fand  worlds  cannot  fill  his  room  !  Many  are  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  love :  O  !  whom  ihould  we  love  but  fweet 
Chrifl  ?  will  fome  fay.  But  all  is  mere  flattery  ;  they 
care  not  whether  he  be  abfent  or  prefent.  They 
pretend  love  to  him ;  but  they  take  other  things  in 
his  room.  They  will  fay.  He  hideth  his  face ;  but 
with  all  they  can  fay  alfo,  with  the  whore  in  the  Pro- 
' verbs,  The  hujhand  is  away^  come  let  us  take  our  fill 
of  loves.  They  can  take  pleafure  in  idols :  they  can 
take  pleafure  in  others  things,  in  the  want  of  Chrift. 
They  are  not  like  the  blefled  pfalmifl,  who  faid,  /  re^ 
jnembered  Gody  and  was  troubled ;  I  refiifed  to  be  comfort- 
ed.  Nay,  but  true  love,  in  the  fight  of  God,  will  make 
a  man  take  no  comfort, -or  fatisfadion,  in  any  thing, 
while  the  beloved  is  gone.  And  again,  it  makes  a  man 
have  common  friends  and  foes  with  him ;  and  it  makes 
his  caufe  their  caufe :  yea,  it  makes  them  more  trou- 
bled at  any  diihonour  done  to  him,  than  any  affront  of- 
fered to  themfelves.  If  they  fee  Chrifl  honoured,  their 
heart  rejoices  ;  and  if  otherwife,  their  hearts  are  fore  af- 
fiiaed. 

Further,  I  faid  on  this  head,  that  this  purity  a£ls  in 
the  fght  and  prefence  of  God  :  the  man  fets  God  before 
him,  acknowledging  him  in  all  his  ways ;  dehring  to  do 
nothing  without  his  counfel,  and  to  do  every  thing  by 
the  direction  and  conduft  of  his  bleffed  Spirit. 

Finally,  I  affirmed,  upon  this  head,  that  this  purity  a6cs 
in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  God,  as  being  the  product 
of  his  holy  Spirit.  This  is  true  purity  in  God's  fight  that 
is  the  produiSlion  of  his  holy  Spirit,  in  his  gracious  faving 
influences.  Nothing  paffes  current  in  heaven,  but  what  is 
coined  there,  and  comes  out  of  it.  The  thing  that  you  do 
yourfelf,  man,  woman,  it  wants  the  king's  flampt  upon  it : 
Whofe  fuperfcription  hath  it  f  It  is  but  the  produft  of  your 
ovm  heart.  But  that  only  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  is  good  ?ind  pure  in  his  fight.  If  you  bring  falfe 
coin  to  a  king,  that  you  have  coined  yourfelf,  or  iV  it  be 
difcovered  that  you  have  doiie  it,  you  put  yourfelf  in 
hazard  of  death  thereby  :  even  fo,  your  duties  that  have 
not  the  right  ilanip,  and  v/herein  you  have  not  been  in- 
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iiuenced  by  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  inftead  of  faving 
you,  they  put  you  in  hazard  of  death  and  damnation. 
1,  This  purity  in  God's  fight,  which  is  its  gofpel 
perfection,  implies  a  man's  having  all  the  members  of 
the  new  creature.  The  child  new-born,  if  it  hath  all 
its  members,  it  is  a  perfed  child,  though  it  is  far  from 
being  perft:6t  in  all  refpe^ts  ;  it  is  far  from  having  per- 
fect wit,  perfeQ:  ftrength,  perfect  knowledge,  perfed: 
prudence,  ^cr,  but  it  is  perfedl,  in  reipcQ:  that  it  hath 
all  the  needful  parts  of  body.  So  this  gofpel-per- 
fedion  of  purity,  is,  when  a  man  hath  all  the  habits  of 
grace;  and  when  faith,  love,  hope,  humility,  zeal, 
and  all  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  planted  in  the  foul : 
\vhen  all  thefe  members,  which  make  up  the  new  man, 
are  perfedl,  then  is  a  man  pure  in  the  fight  of  God. 
A  man  may  have  a  great  deal  of  fair  outward  iliew  be- 
fore the  world,  and  \r^x.  have  not  one  of  thefe  members 
of  the  new  creature  at  all ;  not  one  iruit  of  the  Spirit 
planted  in  the  foul ;  not  one  habit  of  grace  :  he  ads 
from  a  natural  confcience,  and  from  a  common  convic- 
tion of  fm  and  duty ;  and  though  it  be  by  common 
grace  Lhat  he  is  enabled  to  do  any  thing,  yet  the  firength 
of  nature  is  (lill  more  than  any  iirength  of  gra^e  receiv- 
ed, and  fo  it  turns  all  to  ilfelf.  As  when  you  caf:  clean 
•water  into  a  puddle,  it  becomes  all  puddle  :  fo  here,  all 
is  turned  to  felf ;  and  the  man  ads  from  feif  as  his  prin- 
ciple, and  for  felf  as  his  end.  The  believer  is  perfecl  in 
this  relpecl:,  as  to  the  perfedion  of  parts,  in  oppofition 
to  the  unbeliever.  And  iome  believers,  in  this  refped, 
are  more  period  than  others,  even  as  to  the  perfedion 
of  parts :  for,  though  all  believers  have  tlie  habit  of  all 
graces,  yet  it  may  be  fiich,  as  they  have  not  the  exer- 
ciie  oi  fome  graces ;  like  children  that  are  born  with  their 
hands  and  lei's  indeed^  but  thev  are  lame  from  the  v/omb, 
nave  noi.  the  exertife  of  them ;  and  they  continue  fo 
flili.  Th<?  '*nperFedion  even  fome  believers  may  labour 
uucier.  Here  is  one  that  hath  ftroiig  faith,  lively  hope, 
fcr*.  cijt  zeal,  'cJxCa  fome  good  works  that  difcovers  it : 
but  it  miiV  be  they  are  defedive  in  point  of  humility, 
UKeknet^s,  'o:  -iety,  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  the  like. 
There  is  anot.itr,  perhaps  a  giacious  perfon,  that  hath' 
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much  love,  meeknefs,  fweetnefs  of  temper,  brotherly 
kindnefs ;  but  extremely  defeftive  in  zeal  for  the  de- 
clarative glory  of  God,  fo  as  he  doth  not  valiantly  con- 
tend for  the  faith  once  dilivered  to  the  faints.  But,  when 
one  hath  all  thefe  habits,  and  together  with  the  habit, 
the  exercife  of  them  all,  then  that  perfon  may  be  faid  to 
have  an  evangelical  perfedion,  and  to  be  pure  in  God's 
fight. — Let  this  be  another  rule  and  help  to  try  your- 
felves  by. 

3.  This  gofpel  pcrfeclion  implies  a  perfon's  having  all 
Xhc  fpiritual  fenfes  of  the  new  creature,  and  the  lively 
exercife  of  them  ;  Strong  meat  belono^eth  to  them  that  are 
of  full  age  J  even  thofe  -who,  by  reafon  of  tife,  have  their 
fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  eviU  Heb.  v.  14. 
You  may  go  to  feme  places,  and  you  will  fee  very  live- 
ly piftures,  and  as  comely  to  behold  as  ever  man  or  wo- 
man, with  an  excellent  ruddinefs  in  their  face  ;  and,  at 
a  diftance,  you  would  think  they  have  life :  Well,  but 
they  have  no  fenfes ;  and  far  lefs  have  they  any  exercife 
of  fenfes  :  'They  have  eyes^  but  fee  not ;  ears^  but  here  not ; 
fiofes^  hut  fmellnot :  they  have  no  fenfe,  no  feeling.  Here 
is  a  fad  blemiih  and  defed.  Thus  many  idol  Chriflians 
there  are,  that  are  merely  painted  images,  and  exactly 
drawn.  Look  to  them,  and  compare  them  with  fome 
real  Chriftians,  you  would  think  them  far  fuperior  to, 
and  beyond  them.  O  !  there  is  no  comparifon  between 
that  poor  filly  creature,  and  this  man,  who  is  fo  much 
extolled  for  his  wit,  reading,  gravity,  fobriety,  and  the 
like.  Yet  the  omnifcient  eye  of  Jehovah  may  fee  his 
blemiflies  and  defefts,  and  want  of  fpiritual  fenfes, 
w^hich  he  only  hath  the  appearance  of  before  men  ;  but 
the  other  hath  in  reality  before  God  :  yet  this  man, 
who  is  pure  in  the  fight  of  God,  may  feem  to  be  no- 
thing in  comparifon  of  the  other,  that  cafls  fuch  a  dalh, 
and  cuts  fucii  a  fio^ure.  If  one  who  hath  manv  blemiih- 
es  and  defeds  in  his  body,  itand  befide  a  lively  well 
done  picture,  what  a  bafe  creature  doth  he  appear  be- 
fide that  lively  well  proportioned  image  !  yet  notwith- 
flanding  he  hath  that  perfection  of  life  and  fenfe,  which 
the  image  w^ants  :  fo,  here  is  one  that  you  would  think 
he  hath  faith,  love,  knowledge,  and  all  the  members 
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of  the  new  creature  ;  but,  alas !  the  great  matter  is,  the 
want  of  fpiritual  life  and  fenfes. 

(i.)  They  have  not  their  yi'^/;?^ ;  they  have  no  true 
faith,  or  fpiritual  difcerning  :  nej  have  eyes,  but  fee  not : 
they  have  eyes ;  that  is,  they  have  an  image  of  faith, 
a  form  of  knowledge;  but,  in  feeing,  they  fee  not ;  for 
they  want  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the 
knowledge  of  God. 

(2.)  They  want  their  hearing;  they  are  deaf  to  the 
things  of  God  :  "They  have  ears,  but  here  not :  they  have 
ears ;  that  is,  they  have  an  uptaking  of  words  ;  but, 
in  hearing,  they  hear  not.  If  you  fay  to  them,  Did  you 
hear  ?  Yea,  lays  the  man,  I  am  not  deaf.  Well,  did 
YOU  underiland  ?  Yea,  perhaps  better  than  yourfelf, 
lay  they.  Yet  after  all,  they  do  not  hear  the  voice  of 
God  in  the  law,  fo  as  to  awaken  their  confcience ;  nor 
the  voice  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  fo  as  to  quicken  their 
fouls:  they  hear  not  his  voice  in  the  rod,  fo  as  to 
humble  them  ;  nor  in  his  mercies,  fo  as  to  melt  them, 
and  engage  them  to  himfelf. 

(3.)  They  want  their  feeling  ;  they  feel  not  their  fms 
that  are  fmking  them  down  to  the  pit.  Though,  per- 
haps, they  are  called  men  of  fenfe ;  yet  they  have  no 
fenfe  this  way  :  they  feel  neither  the  fm  of  their  nature, 
nor  the  plagues  of  their  heart :  they  have  no  feeling 
either  of  the  guilt  of  fm,  or  the  power  of  fm.  They 
do  not  feel  fm  in  the  fatl  of  it,  the  fault  of  it,  the  filth 
of  it,  the  folly  of  it,  the  fountian  of  it,  the  fruits  of  it. 

(4.)  They  \v2intfmelling ;  they  find  no  fweet-fmelling 
favour  in  divine  things  :  They  have  nofes,  but  fnell  not. 
They  are  all  nofe  as  to  other  things ;  they  fmell  what  is 
mod  for  their  profit,  credit,  and  honour  :  but  they  ne- 
ver fmd  the  ill  fmell  that  k  upon  error  and  fm.  They 
can  (lay  in  the  places  where  God's  name  is  profaned, 
his  truths  wounded,  and  his  people  mocked,  and  not 
be  affecled  with  the  ill  fmell  thereof.  And,  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  they  can  hear  Chrifl  tendered,  grace  pro- 
claimed, and  the  gofpel  promulgated,  and  yet  never  be 
ravilhed  with  the  fweet  favour  thereof. 

(5.)  They  want  their  taftlng :  they  tafle  not  the  bit- 
icrncfs  offin^  on  the  one  hand,  fo  as  to  fee  it  to  be  an 
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evil  and  bitter  thing  ;  nor  the  fweetnefs  of  the  word  of 
grace ^  on  the  other  hand,  fo  as  to  pri%e  it  more  than  their 
neceffary  food. 

Now,  if  we  try  our  purity  by  this  rule,  it  will  differ-  • 
ence  fome  believers  from  other  believers,    and  ail  be- 
lievers from  unbelievers. 

It  will,  in  the  firll  place,  difference yo;??^  believers  from 
other  believers:    yea,    the  mofl  of  believers  may  find 
themfelves  defe6live,  with  refpe^l  to  this  piece  of  gofpel 
perfection,  in  purity  and  holinefs.     Here  is  a  believer, 
I  ihall  fuppofe,  that  hath  got  his  eyes  open  ;  but,  alas  1 
he  hath  not  a  good  difcerning  ;  he  wants  a  quick  un- 
derflanding,    fo  as  to  difcern  either  between  precious 
and  vile,  or  between  good  and  evil,  truth  and  error  ^ 
yea,  he  is  readier. to  chdofe  that  which  is  wrong  than 
that  which  is  right :  his  fenfes  are  vitiated  ;  he  hath  not, 
fo  to  fpeak,  the  tafle  of  his  mouth.     Like  a  pcrfon  un- 
der fome  difeafe,  or  indifpofition,  that  calls  every  bit  of 
meat  that  he  makes  ufe  of  bitter ;  and  everv  thin<r  he 
eats  taftelefs :  even  fo,  fome  that  are  believers  may  be 
fo  indifpofed,  and  have  their  fenfes  vitiated,  that  in  the 
beft  of  preaching,  they  find  no  good ;  in  the  foundeft 
of  fermons,  they  find  no  fweetnefs ;    in  the  moft  plea- 
fant  gofpel  truths,  they  find  no  reiiili,    efpecially  in  a 
day  of  controverfy  about  truth.    The  difcerning  of  fohie  ' 
believers  is  fo  fmall,  that  they  know  not  truth  from  er- 
ror ;  but  halt  between  two  opinions,  and  may  be,  fuf- 
pecl,  every  word  that  is  faid,    and  walk  in  darknefs  ; 
and,    perhaps,    fide  with  error  rather   than   with  the 
truth.    But  then  it  is,  that  gofpel  perfection  takes  place, 
when  all  the  fpiritual  fenfes  are  prefent,  and  in  a  lively 
vivid  exercife.     Many,  even  believers,  have  their  fenfes 
vitiated,  by  reafon  of  fpiritual  indifpofition,  and  want 
oi  fpiritual  health,  which  weakens  every  fenfe,  and  e- 
very  member  and  limb  of  the  new  creature.     Some  be- 
lievers, at  fome  times,    labour  under  a  difeafe  of  the 
confcience,  a  difeafe  of  the  underflanding,  a  difeafe  ot 
the  judgment,  even  about  neceffary  truth  ;  lamenefs  in 
hands,  and  feet,  and  tongue,  fo  as  they  are  out  of  ca- 
pacity to  fpeak  for  God,  v/ork  for  God,  and  walk  after 
God :  and  this  lamenefs  and  indifpofition  is  fometimes 
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obferveable  by  men  ;  fo  Paul  faw  Peter  walking  with  a 
crooked  foot,  when  he  fymbolized  with  the  Jews  and 
difembled,  in  Jo  ?micb  that  Barnabas  was  carried  away 
'with  their  diJJlr<iulation  ;  whereupon  he  reproved  him j 
and  witbjiood  him  to  the  face ^  hecaufe  he  faw  that  he  walk" 
ed  not  uprightly^  Gal.  ii.  ii, — 14.  But  whether  it  be 
difcernable  to  men  or  not,  yet  God  fees  and  obfervcs 
all  the  failures,  in  point  of  gofpel  perfection,  in  holinefs 
and  purity. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  it  will,  notwithflanding,  dif- 
ference all  believers  from  unbelievers  :  for,  though  be- 
lievers have  their  blemlihes,  by  fm,  yet  they  are  not 
under  tiie  power  of  fm,  as  unbelievers  are  :  and  though 
they  have  their  fenfes  many  times  vitiated,  yet  they  arc 
not  altogether  defiitute  of  fpiritual  fenfes,  as  unbeliev- 
ers are.  The  graceiefs  man  may  have  his  natural  fenf- 
es, his  rational  fenfes,  and  common  fenfes  ;  but  na 
gracious  fpiritual  fenfes.— The  man  hears ^  but  he  is  a 
fenfelcfs  hearer.  It  may  be.  Indeed,  when  the  Lord  is 
much  with  the  fpeaker,  at  certain  times,  the  word  may 
have  fuch  exprelEons.  that  the  natural  confcience  may 
be  roufed,  and  the  natural  affections  raifed :  but  to  have 
fpiritual  fenfes,  and  fpiritual  graces  exercifed,  that  he 
■cannot  have,  being  deftitute  of  them ;  and  fo,  at  beft, 
is  but  the  fenfelefs  hearer.  Spiritual  fleep,  and  deep 
fecurity  prevails  mightily ;  fo  that,  like  a  man  in  a 
found  fleep,  he  may  be  jogged  up  a  little,  and  fo  open 
liis  eyes,  as  it  were,  a  little  ;  yet  he  is  incapable  of  dif- 
cerning  duty,  for  he  falls  over  again. — The  man  prays  ; 
but  his  prayers  are  fenfelefs  prayers :  he  is  fenfelefs  as 
to  every  i|:)iritual  exercife. — The  rnznftngs  in  the  fami- 
ly, or  with  the  congregation,  by  raifmg  the  voice  ;  but 
he  hath  not  fenfe  to  make  melody  with  his  heart  to  the 
Lord. — Try  your  gofoel  purity  and  perfection  by  thefc 
things. 

4.  This  gofpel  perfection  imports  a  conjlant  advance- 
tnent  from  the  perfection  of  parts  to  the  perfection  of 
degrees ;  a  prelling  tov/ards  the'  mark,  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chriji  Jefus  ;  a  longing  for  a 
itate  of  perfection,  without  beinp;  fatisfied  till  Vve  arrive 
at  the  height  of  it ;  it'/  us  go  on  ioperfedion.  Heb.  vi.  i. 
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The  believer,  the  pure  and  holy  man,  he  anns  at  per- 
fect light,  perfed  knowledge  of  God,  perfeft  delight  in 
him ;  and  perfed  love  to  men ;  this  is  what  his  foul  afpires 
after  :  and  the  Lord  reckons  this  man  according  to  what 
he  would  be  at,  rather  than  what  he  is.  He  would  be 
at  perfedion  ;  and  God  reckons  him  according  to  what 
he  fo  ardently  dehres  after.  Legal  perfedion  he  hath 
not,  in  himfelf,  but  in  his  head,  Chriit,  who  is  the  Lord 
our  rigbteoufnefs  :  but  this  gofpel  perfedon  he  hath  from 
his  glorious  Head,  according  to  the  meafure  of  the  com- 
munication of  the  Spirit,  making  him  afpire  after  per- 
fed  fandification.  .  For.  as  his  jufcification  is  perfed  al- 
ready ;  fo  ihall  his  fandiiication  be  perfeded  in  glory, 
where  all  impurity  and  imperfection  ihall  be  done  away  ; 
and  where  the  image  of  Chrift  fliali  be  viable  in  every 
faint :  for,  they  jhall  he  like  him,  hecaufe  they  jh  all  fee  him 
as  he  is.  Now,  tow^ards  this  gofpel  perfedion  do  all  be- 
hevers  natively  incline  ;  whereas,  unbelievers  have  no 
fuch  high  aim. — By  thefe  things  you  may  try  gofpel  pu- 
rity as  to  the  perfedion  of  it. 

5//?//,  This  gofpel  purity  may  be  tried  alfo  by  the 
7neans  of  it.  Befides  what  I  faid  concerning  the  root  of 
purity,  examine  your  purity  likewife  by  the  means 
wdiereby  the  Lord  brings  it  about,  and  in  v/hat  method. 
I  fhall  here  but  name  thefe  two  or  three  things,  that 
may  be  grounds  for  your  trial  and  examination.  The 
Lord  brings  about  this  gofpel  purity,  by  thefe  and  the 
like  means. 

I.  By  difcovering  the  man's  impurity  to  him.  Whoe- 
ver are  made  pure  in  the  eye  of  God,  are  firPcmade  im- 
pure in  their  own  eyes.  The  text  fuppofes,  that  thofe 
who  are  pure  in  their  ov/n  eyes,  are  impure  in  the  light 
of  God  :  and  it  fays,  that  when  God  wallies  them  from, 
their  fiithinefs,  they  are  not  pure  in  their  own  eyes.  A 
clear  ccnvidion  of  impurity,  of  fm,  and  uncleannefs,  is 
both  a  piece  of  purity,  and  alfo  a  mean  thereof.  It  is 
a  part  of  holinefs  to  have  eyes  to  fee  our  own  vilenefs 
and  wickednefs  ;  and  the  fight  thereof  is  a  niean  of  mak- 
ing the  creature  reillefs  and  uneafy  till  he  be  waflied. 
The  Lord,  when  he  hath  a  mind  ro  purify  a  perfon.  lets 
him  fee  what  a  devil  he  is  ;  and  v/hat  a  hell  of  wicked - 
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nefs,  and  what  a  black  hoord  of  abomination  is  within. 
And, 

2.  He  doth  it,  by  difcovering  his  grace  and  7nercy  to 
him. — The  Lord  purifies  and  fanclifies  by  the  revelati- 
on of  his  grace  and  truth  ;  and,  indeed,  grace  and  truth 
comes  by  Jcfus  Chrifl :  as  a  Priefl,  he  purchafes  this 
grace ;  as  a  Prophet,  he  reveals  it  ;  and  as  a  King,  he 
applies  it.  And  this  revelation  of  grace  brings  fanclifica- 
tion  ;  The  grace  of  God,  that  brtngeth  jalvation,  hath  ap- 
peared to  all  rneji,  teaching  us  y  that  denyifig  ungodltnefs  and 
worldly  lufts,  we  fiould  live  foberly^  righteoiijly,  and  godly 
in  this  prefent  world.  Tit  i.  i.,  12.  SanBify  them  thro* 
ihy  truth y  thy  word  is  truth,  John  xvii.  17.  In  this  re- 
velation of  the  grace  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  fountain  o- 
pened  is  feen  ;  even  xhc  founta'm  opened  for  fin  and  un- 
cleayinefs^  Zech.  xiii.  i. — The  mercfid  government  of 
God  in  Chrifl  is  difcovered  :  The  foul  looks  on  this 
King  of  Ifrael  as  a  merciful  King.  ^4nd  Benhadad^s  fer- 
vants  fa'id  unto  hlnij  Behold,  nozu,  we  have  heard  that  the 
kings  of  Ifrael  are  merciful  kings  ;  let  us,  I  pray  thee,  put 
fackctoth  upon  our  loins,  and  ropes  upon  our  heads,  and  go 
out  to  the  kin(T  of  Ifrael,  peradventure  he  will  fave  thy  life, 
I  Kings  XX.  31,  The  foul  now^  counts  thefe  fubjeds 
happy  that  ifand  before  fuch  a  King  ;  Happy  are  thy  men, 
happy  are  thefe  thy  jerv ants,  which  (land  continually  before 
thee,  and  that  hear  thy  wifdom.  i  Kings  x.  8.  Now  the 
foul  laments  its  bondage  to  other  lords,  Ila.  xxvi.  13. 
and  ardently  defires  to  be  the  fubjecls  of  this  gracious 
and  glorious  King.  And  fo  thus  the  Lord  brings  to  this 
fanclity. 

3.  He  purifies  by  reconciling  the  heart  unto  God,  from 
the  fenfe  of  God's  beinc:  reconciled  to  us.  The  faith  of 
God's  love  and  goodnefs  makes  the  foul  fubmit,  in  a 
loving  way,  and  lay  down  the  weapons  of  defiance.  As 
a  traitor,  having  found  the  gracious  favour  of  his  prince, 
in  pardoning  his  treafon  ;  his  naughty  heart,  that  before 
was  full  of  treachery,  is  overcome  with  this  undeferved 
favour  ?  and  his  hatred  is  turned  into  love  :  fo  it  is  here ; 
when  the  fmner,  the  traitor,  comes  to  perceive'the  love 
of  God,  in  pardoning  fuch  a  traitor  and  rebel  as  he,  his 
wicked  heart  is  overcome  with  that  kindnefs,  the  faith  ^  M 
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of  the  love  of  God  venting  itfelf  in  the  death  of  Chrifb ; 
and  fo  the  faith  of  the  blood  of  atonement  purifies  the 
heart,  and  frees  it  from  the  natural  enmity. 

4.  He  purifies  by  continualy7//>/>//>j  of  grace  ^  and  flrength- 
ening  the  foul  to  wage  v^^ar  againft  lin,  and  ftrenthening 
it  againft  corruption.  There  are  feveral  v^ays  whereby 
he  ftrengthens  the  foul.  I  prefuppofe,  that,  by  this  time, 
,the  man  is  in  Chrift,  and  being  in  Chrift,  ftrength  and 
virtue  comes  from  the  glorious  Head  ;  and  that  by  thefe 
and  the  like  means. — Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  by  mak- 
ing the  foul  look  again  and  aga'm  to  Chrift,  as  having  all 
fulnefs  of  grace,  and  a  fulnefs  to  be  communicated  ;  and 
as  being  exalted  of  God  for  this  end,  to  communicate 
gifts,  and  graces,  and  the  Spirit  of  grace,  A6ls  v.  31. — 
Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  the  foul,  by  helping  it  to  plead 
the promife  of fanclifi cation.  The  believer  fees,  that  as  he 
is  ready  to  diftribute  of  his  fulnefs,  fo  he  is  faithful  to 
accomphfh  his  promife  ;  and  the  promifes  of  fandificati- 
on  are  manifold.  At  thefe  breafts  the  man  fucks  by  faith  : 
and  as  the  child  is  ftrengthened  and  nouriflied  by  fuck- 
ing the  breaft  ;  fo  the  believer,  by  the  prayer  of  faith, 
fucks  from  the  promife  of  grace,  e,  g,  the  promife  of  the 
Lord  pardoning  iniquity^  tranfgrejfion^  and  fin  ;  and  fo  de- 
rives ftrength.—  Sometimes  he  ftrengthens  by  giving  the 
foul  fomeyoj  and  confort^  and  fo  encouraging  it  for  giving 
battle  to  the  enemies :  Believing^  zue  rejoice ;  and  rejoicing, 
we  are/  ftrong  :  for,  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  Jireiigjh, 
The  more  heavincfs,  the  more  weaknefs ;  but  the  more 
joy,  the  more  ftrength,  fo  the  more  purity.— -Sometimes 
he  ftrengthens  by  giving  the  Spirit  of  prayer ^  and  help- 
ing to  wreftie  with  him  lor  the  bleffmg  ;  /  will  not  let 
thee  go  till  thou  blefs  met  faid  the  patriarch  Jacob.  Thus 
the  Spirit  helps  our  irifirmitieSy  and  maketh  intercejfion  for 
us,  zvith  groanings  which  cannot  he  uttered.  The  pfalmift 
experienced  both  the  energy  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  efFecl 
thereof:  In  the  day  that  I  cried,  thou  anjzveredft  me  ;  arid 
flrengthenedfl  me  with  ftrength  in  my  foul,  Pfal.  cxxxviii. 
3. — Sometimes  he  ftrengthens,  by  fhev/ing  his  na?ne  and 
office :  by  (hewing  that  his  name  is  Jesus,  becaufe  he 
faves  his  people  from  their  fins  ;  and  that  it  is  his  oftice, 
his  work,  his  bufmefs,  to  fave  by  his  grace,  c.nd  fancli- 
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fy  by  his  Spirit,  and  purify  by  his  blood. — In  a  word. 
Sometimes  he  flrengthens,  and  fo  carries  on  the  begun 
work  of  purity  and  fanclihcation,  by  reftoring  the  foul^ 
and  granting  manifold  recoveries  after  falls ;  by  bring- 
ing the  man  out  of  this  and  the  other  horrible  pit,  into 
which  he  hath  fallen  by  his  iniquity  :  for,  this  work  of 
purity  is  carried  on  ch rough  many  viciilitudes  and  chang- 
es ;  through  many  crofs  winds,  and  many  a  fevere  bat- 
tle, and  fad  vidory  obtained  by  enemies ;  through  ma- 
ny fears  and  faintings.  Sometimes  the  man  falls  down, 
and  then  he  gets  up  again  ;  fometimes  he  is  plunged,  as 
it  were,  into  the  bottom  of  hell,  in  refpe6l  of  the  power 
of  fm,  and  the  bbcknefs  o\  the  pollution,  in  which  he 
fees  himfelf  fo  mired  as  that  he  cannot  get  out ;  and  at 
other  times  he  is  lifted  up  to  the  mountain  top,  and  his 
feet  fet  upon  the  high  places  of  Jacob.  Sometimes  he  is 
ready  to  give  clean  over  ;  at  length  hope  doth  revive  a- 
gain :  for  the  Lord  encourages  the  man  to  hope,  by 
fpcaking  into  the  heart,  or  rounding  into  the  foul  fuch 
a  word  as  that ;  7  here  is  hope  in  Ifrael  for  all  this  :  or 
fuch  a  "^^^ord  as  that.  Fear  not  ;  for  the  Lord  ivill  not 
for  lake  his  people,  for  hi'  great  name"*  s  fake^  hecaufe  it 
hath  pieafed  the  Lord  to  make  them  his  people,  i  Sam.  xii. 
20,22. — By  thcfe,  and  the  like  means,  the  Lord  encou- 
rages the  foul  to  return,  after  his  lowed  falls  ;  and  rai- 
fes  him  up,  as  Peter  was  raifed  from  his  fliameful  down- 
fal.  The  Lord  looks  towards  the  man  with  a  tender, 
merciful,  and  com.paffionate  eye ;  and  then  he  is  ftrength- 
ened  to  lament  his  fm,  to  weep  bitterly,  to  look  up  to 
the  Lord  for  grace  and  forgivenefs. 

Now,  by  thefe,  and  the  like  means,  doth  the  Lord 
purify  the  foul,  and  carry  on  the  work  :  and  fo  here  is 
another  large  field,  wherein  you  may  roam,  to  try  and 
examine,  whether  you  know  thefe  things  to  your  ex- 
perience, or  not ;  whether  the  Lord  be  working  them, 
in  a  faviiig  manner,  in  your  foul  ;  if  he  hath  purified, 
and  is  purifying  you,  by  difcoveriiig  your  impurity,  viz, 
by  th"-  revelation  of  his  grace,  by  killing  your  enmity 
with  his  love,  and  by  fbrengthening  your  foul,  in  the 
manner  I  have  (hown. 

6ih!\'j  Let  us  now  examine  this  gofpel  purity  by  the 
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^nd  of  it.  As  we  have  already  tried  this  point  by  the 
root,  the  fruit,  the  parts,  the  perfection,  and  the  means 
of  it ;  we  may  now  examine  this  gofpel  purity  by  the 
gofpel  end  of  it.  I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon  this  here,  but 
rather  refer  it  to  be  more  fully  fpoken  to  in  a  motive  up- 
on the  ufe  oi  exhortation.  Only,  in  fo  many  words,  the 
true  end  of  gofpel  purity  and  fandification,  is  not  to 
-pacify  confcience,  nor  to  fatisfy  juftice,  nor  to  purchafe 
heaven,  nor  to  work  out  a  righteoufnefs  for  our  j unifi- 
cation :  all  thefe  ends  are  legal ;  and  the  propofmg  of 
them  is  no  end  of  purity,  or  mark  of  holinefs  :  But  the 
true  end  of  gofpel  purity  and  fanclification  is,  to  glorify  • 
God,  to  edify  our  neighbour,  to  teftify  our  gratitude  to 
God,  and  to  evidence  our  juftification. — Let  me  touch 
a  little  at  this  point. 

The  great  end,  I  fay,  of  purity  and  fanftlfication  is 

not  to  be  2i  ground  or  cm/fe  of  juftification  ;  but  to   be  a 

fruit  and  evidence  thereof.     The  grofs  ignorance  of  this 

point  of  doftrine,  in  the  prefent  generation,  makes  it 

neceffary  to  inculcate  and  eftabliili  it. 

I .  The  great  end  of  gofpel  purity,  or  fanclification,  is  not 
to  be  a  ground  and  caufe  of  juftification.  They  who  think 
to  be  juftified,  pardoned,  accepted,  or  admitted  to  God's 
favour,  by  any  purity,  goodnefs,  righteoufnefs,  or  holi- 
nefs, whether  done  by  them,  by  the  ftrength  of  nature,  or 
wrought  in  them,  by  the  ftrength  of  grace,  they  overturn 
the  gofpel,  and  difcover  themfclves  to  beftrangers  to  the 
nature  of  true  purity,  which  doth  not  work  a  righte- 
oufnefs for  juftification ;  but  flows  from  juftification,  as 
ftreams  from  a  fountain.  If  men  could  fly  to  heaven, 
by  the  wings  of  their  own  works ;  or  get  up  there,  by 
the  ladder  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  what  need  was 
there  that  God  fliould  fet  up  another  ladder  to  heaven 
for  us  ?  If  we  confult  Gen.  xxviii.  12.  we  will  find  that 
Jacob  gets  a  difcovery  of  a  ladder,  the  foot  whereof  did 
ftand  on  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  did  reach  heaven. 
Which  pointed  out  both  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  being 
God-man,  v/ho  was  both  to  ftand  on  earth  and  reach  to 
heaven,  in  his  human  and  divine  natures  united  ;  and 
alfo  the  office  of  Chrift,  that,  as  Mediator,  was  to  recon- 
cile God  and  man,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf*  and  fo 

join 
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pin  heaven  and  earth  together,  the  mod  diftant  extremes, 
by  tlic  blood  of  his  crofs.  Heaven  is  acceiTable  on- 
ly by  afcendlng  up  this  ladder,  viz,  Christ,  the  Lord 
&ur  right eoufnefs,  O  Sirs,  it  is  a  great  word,  Jeho- 
vah our  righteoufnefs  !  and  it  may  give  us  honourable 
tlioughts  ol:  the  alone  ground  of  juftilication.  The  me- 
rit and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  which  is  the  alone  ground 
of  juftification,  is  infinite  merit  ;  becaufe  of  the  eminen- 
cy  of  the  perfon,  being  God-man,  Jehovah  in  our  na- 
ture, fulfilling  the  law  by  his  obedience  to  the  death. 
The  law  violated,  was  but  a  creature  ;  but  he  that  was 
made  fubjett  to  it,  is  the  Creator.  The  holinefs  of  the 
obeyer,  in  this  cafe,  exceeds  the  holinefs  of  the  law. 
\¥hat  a  noble  ground  of  juftilication  is  here  ?  The  tranf- 
greifor  of  the  law  is  but  a  man  ;  but  the  fatisfier  is  God- 
man,  whofe  obedience  brings  in  more  honour  to  the 
law,  than  if  men  and  angels' had  obeyed  for  ever.  Hence 
the  jullification  of  believers  is  perfect ;  as  perfect  in 
time  as  ever  it  fliall  be  in  glory  ;  becaufe  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  Chrifl,  which  is  the  matter  of  our  juftification, 
is  the  fame  for  ever  :  and  perfect  in  every  true  believer, 
whether  his  faith  be  weak  or  ftrong  ;  even  as  a  thoufand 
pound  received  by  a  palfified  hand,  is  a  thoufand  pound, 
as  well  as  a  thoufand  pound  received  by  a  healthful  hand. 
O  the  fecurity,  unchangeablenefs,  and  perfedion  of 
jifftification  \  Indeed,  i\\tfenfe  of  juftification  is  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  and  exercife  of  faith  ;  but  the  truth  of 
it  is  according  to  the  truth  of  faith. 

Now,  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  no  purity,  no 
obedience,  no  grace,  no  holinefs  of  ours,  is  the  ground 
and  caufe  of  juftification.  And  if  you  have  gofpel  purity 
indeed,  you  will  never,  if  you  be  in  your  right  fenfes, 
propofe  this  as  the  end  of  it,  namely,  that  you  may  be 
juftified  ;  for  that  belongs  only  to  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chriil  :  In  him  jloall  all  the  feed  of  If  real  be  juftified^  Ifa. 
xlv.  25.  But, 

2.  This  purity  is  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  a  juftificati- 
on :  and  as  we  know  a  tree  by  its  fruit ;  fo  may  we 
knov/  juftification  by  fandification  ;  Shew  me  thy  faith 
by  thy  works^  James  ii.  18.  We  are  to  fhew  our  faith  of 
this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  for  our  juftification,  by 

our 
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our  works  of  purity  and  fandiifi cation  :  There  is  no  con- 
demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift^  Rom.  viii.  i.  What 
is  the  fruit  and  evidence  of  this  ?  Why,  they  walk  not 
after  the  fiejh^  but  after  the  Spirit*  The  man  that  is  a 
good  tree,  a  juflified  man,  will  bring  forth  good  fruit. 
The  good  fruit  doth  not  make  a  good  tree ;  but  the 
good  tree  maketh  the  good  fruit :  fo,  the  fruit  of  fanc- 
tification  doth  not  make  a  man  to  be  juflified  ;  but  juf- 
tification  maketh  a  man  produce  the  good  fruit  of  fanc- 
tification.  Herein  lies  the  difference  between  works  in 
the  new  covenant  of  grace,  and  Vv'orks  in  the  old  cove- 
nant of  works  ;  or  herein  differs  legal  and  evangelical 
purity.  In  the  legal  w^jy  work  is  firfl ;  and  then  judi- 
fication  thereupon  :  but  in  the  go/pel  way,  juflification  is 
firfl ;  and  the  works  follow  thereupon.  So,  in  the  old 
and  new  Sabbath  :  The  Sabbath  inflituted  in  Paradife 
was  the  feventh  day  in  order,  after  the  fix  working  days; 
and  Vv^as  fuited  to  man's  flate  of  innocency,  and  did 
mofl  properly  belong  to  the  covenant  of  works,  which 
promifed  life  and  reft,  after  perfect  works  of  righteoul- 
nefs  wrought  by  us  ;  The  man  that  doth  thefe  things^  fnall 
live  by  the?n^  Rom.  x.  5.:  But  the  Chriflian  Sabbath  is 
the  firfl  day  of  the  week,  before  our  fix  working  days; 
and  fo  is  fitted  to  the  new  covenant,  which  promifed 
refl  to  the  confcience,  in  a  way  of  believing,  and  that 
before  they  do  works  of  righteoufnefs  :  but  thefe  works^ 
and  this  righteoufnefs,  do  neceffariiy  attend  and  follow 
upon  juflification.  As  the  fame  day  that  the  waters 
went  off  from  the  earth,  and  were  gathered  into  the 
fea,  the  earth  was  adorned  with  grafs,  herbs,  flowers, 
and  trees,  and  was  fruitful.  Gen.  i.  9,  11.;  fo  v/hen  the 
deluge  of  wrath  goes  off  from  the  foul,  in  juftiiicatiGn, 
it  is  prefently  adorned  with  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  and 
called  a  tree  of  righteoifnefs^  the  planting  of  the  Lord, 
that  he  might  be  glorified.  Wherever  a  man  is  juftifi- 
cd,  there  alfo  he  is  fanftified  and  purified.  If  you  be 
juflified,  you  will  fliew  it  fo,  as  it  may  be  evident  to 
yourfelfand  others,  by  your  fludy  of  purity.  And  if 
you  be  purified,  you  will  endeavour,  through  grace, 
to  make  this  one  of  the  ends  thereof;  and  this  will  be 
your  defign,  that  you  may  fliew  to  others,  and  be  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  rourfcli,  by  having  certain  evidence  of  your  be- 
ing jufiificd:  for,  where  there  is  no  purity  at  all,  there 
is  no  evidence  at  all  of  juftification  and  pardon;  even 
as  the  body  without  breath  is  a  body  without  life,  Jam. 
ii.  20.  Where  there  is  little  purity,  there  is  little  e- 
vidence  of  juftihcation  ;  where  there  is  much  purity,  there 
will  be  the  clearer  evidence  of  juilihcation.  Though 
the  Lord  can,  and  doth  fometimes,  make  the  believer's 
juftification  evident  to  him,  in  other  ways  than  by  the 
evidence  of  it  in  fanclification  ;  and  though  juftifica- 
tion is  not  up  and  down,  according  to  the  changes  in 
fantlification :  nay,  juftification  is  always  equal,  con- 
ftantly  the  fame,  always  perfed:  in  the  believer ;  like 
the  fun  in  the  firmament,  always  full,  whatever  wax- 
ings  and  weanings  there  may  be  in  the  moon  of  fantli- 
fication,  and  whatever  changes  take  place  in  it :  and  he 
ought  to  be  afi'ured  of  this,  even  v/hen  his  pv-rity  and 
fan6tification  is  at  the  loweft ;  yea,  like  the  moon,  dif- 
appearing  for  a  while  out  of  view.  Surely,  he  is  not  to 
doubt ;  he  ought  not  to  doubt  of  his  juftification,  by 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  imputed,  becaufe  of  the  weaning 
of  his  fandification  by  a  righteoufnefs  imparted  :  but 
where  there  is  no  imparted  grace  at  all  for  fandification, 
that  a  man  can  either  fee  in  himfelf,  or  letlecl  upon,  as 
what  he  hath  feen  fometimes,  or  lamented  the  want  of; 
where  there  is  nothing  of  all  this,  I  fay,  there  can  be 
no  comfortable  evidence  of  fandification. — Try  your- 
felves  then  by  thefe  thhigs,  and  look  to  the  Lord  to  af- 
fift  you  in  the  trial. 

1  fum  up  all  this  ufe  of  examination  with  thefe  queftl- 
ons.  If  you  be  waflied  from  your  filthincfs,  I  aik  you. 
Was  you  ever  fiiaken  out  of  your  refuges  of  lies,  your 
old  rotten  natural  faith  and  good  woiks  ?     Have  vou 

o  ^ 

ever  been  brought  in  to  Chrlft,  and  made  to  clofe  with 
him  for  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fandification,  and  re- 
demption ?  Have  you  ever  been  begotten  again  to  a 
new  and  lively  hope,  through  faith  of  him  ?  Have  you 
ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  Chrift  dwelling  in  your 
heart,  and  reigning  in  your  foul,  by  his  word  and  Spi- 
rit ?  Have  you  ever  known  what  it  is  to  have  faith 
working  by  love  ?    And  this  love  difcovering  itfelf  by  a 

love 
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love  and  refpe6i:  to  all  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  by  a  hatred  to  every  falfe  way  ?  If  you  can,  in  the 
fight  of  God,  anfwer  Yea  to  thefe  queflions,  then  I  can 
fay  you  have  been  wafhed  from  your  hlthinefs,  and 
made  partakers  of  gofpel  purity :  but  if  you  be  in  a  doubt 
about  it,  and  at  a  lofs  what  to  fay,  O  live  not  content- 
edly in  a  doubtful  (late,  but  feek  that  the  Lord  would 
refolve  your  doubt,  and  that  you  may  find  the  matter 
refolved  to  you  by  the  Lord  himfelf.  If  you  never 
found  any  of  thefe  things,  and  are  not  an  abfolute 
ftranger  thereto,  O  man,  woman,  who  are  in  that  cafe, 
however  pure  you  are  in  your  own  eyes,  yet  you  are 
not  wafhed  from  your  filthinefs :  and  while  the  filth  of 
fm  remains,  the  guilt  remains  alfo  ;  and  while  the  guilt 
remains,  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  upon  you  :  and 
therefore,  as  you  regard  the  glory  of  God,  and  your 
eternal  falvation,  fiy  for  your  life  out  of  that  ilate ;  take 
no  reft  there,  but  go  immediately  to  God,  and  cry  ear- 
neftly  to  him.,  '  That  he  may  pity  you,  and  purge  you, 
'  and  walh  you,  for  his  name's  fake/    Tell  him,  '  Lord, 

*  what  will  all  things  avail  me,  if  I  live  and  die  in  my 

*  fms,  and  perifh  forever?' — May  the  Lord  himfelf  di- 
red  you. 
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SERMON      XIIL 

P  RO  V.    XXX.    12. 

^here  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  oivn  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajljed  from  their  Jilt  hinefs, 

[The  fixth  Sermon  on  this  text. 3 

^  I  ^  H  E  judgment  of  God  is  according  to  truth  ;  and 

_f_     it  is  by  the  judgment  of  God  v/e  (land  or  fall.    It 

is  not  w^hat  this  or  that  man  judgeth  us  to  be,  or  what 

we  ourfelves  imagine  we  are,  that  will  contribute  to  our 

Vol.  L  Fff  fafety, 


4IO  The  Nature  and  Excellency 

fafety,  or  bear  us  out ;  for  we  cannot  judge  right,  un- 
lefs  we  judge  of  ourfelves  according  to  the  word  of  God; 
and  to  judge  of  ourfelves  thus,  is  to  judge  according  as 
God  j'udgeth.  What  God  takes  us  to  be,  that  we 
are ;  but  we  are  not  always  what  we  takes  ourfelves 
to  be.  Some  take  themfelves  to  be  Chriflians,  who 
yet  are  but  anti-chridians.  Some  take  themfelves  to  be 
friends  to  God,  who  yet  are  enemies :  'There  is  a  gene- 
rati 071  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wajh- 
edfrom  their  filthinefs. 

A  generation  of  fmners,  that  live  in  fin  impenitently, 
do  make  room  for  a  deluge  of  wrath.  One  Achan 
troubles  the  whole  camp  of  Ifrael :  and  what  wrath  then 
may  multitudes  of  hnners  bring  upon  a  church  and  peo- 
ple !  The  text  fpeaks  of  a  multitude ;  and,  perhaps, 
multitudes  of  impure  and  unfanclihed  fmners  were  never 
greater  than  at  this  day  wherein  we  live ;  and  hence  it 
is  a  day  of  wrath :  for,  it  could  never  be  more  truly  faid 
m  any  period,  than  of  our  day,  'There  is  a  generation  that 
are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their 
fjthinefs. 

We  have  already  improven  this  dodrine  in  an  ufe  of 
information,  lamentation,  reproof,  and  examination  \  we 
now  proceed  to  another  ufe  of  the  point. 

The  fifth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  dodrine  fliall  be  for  j 
terror  to  all  that  are  not  wafhed  from  their  jilthinefs  ; 
but  are  filthy  ftill,    impure  ftiil ;  were  never  renewed, 
never  purified,  never  fandified :  but  remain  under  the 
power  of  fm  and  corruption  ;   and  are  utter  flrangers  ta  , 
all  that  purity  that  hitherto  I  have  been  fpeaking  of.  I 
There  is  ground  of  terror  to  all 'the  ^c^/Vy(W  of  the  world, 
that  are  altogether  filthy,  and  to  believers ^  v/ho  are />^r/-  | 
ly  fo,  and  do  not  watch,  but  indulge  themfelves  much 
in  impurity. 

ly?.  This  doftrlne  affords  ground  of  terror  to  the 
tvickcd^  that  never  were  waflied  from  their  filthinefs, 
but  are  going  on  in  a  courfe  of  fin,  drunkennefs,  whore- 
dom, revelling,  and  all  manner  of  immoralities.  Alas, 
Sirs  !  confidcr  hov\^  miferable  you  are,  and  are  like  to 
be.     Look  to  your  fad  and  difmal  cafe  in  life,  in  death, 

and 
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and  at  the  day  of  judgment.  And,  O  if  the  Lord  would 
awaken  your  confcience,  ferioufly  to  ponder  your  dan- 
gerous fituation. 

[i.]  Look  to  and  be  perfuaded  of  il,  that  you  are 
truly  miferable  in  life.     And, 

1.  While  in  that  impure  (late,  you  are  an  utttr  Ji rang- 
er to  God  ;  ^t  that  ti?ne  ye  were  without  Chrifty  being 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  fir  angers  from 
the  covenant  of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  without  God 
in  the  world.  Eph.  ii.  12.  You  are  without  God,  the 
author  of  hope  ;  without  Chrifl,  the  foundation  of  hope ; 
without  the  covenant  of  promife,  the  ground  of  hope  ; 
without  the  grace  of  hope :  you  are  in  a  hopelefs  cafe, 
while  you  refufe  to  fly  for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before 
you ;  to  Chrifl,  far  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  and  fandi- 
fication. 

2.  You  are  contrary  to  God,  and  God  is  contrary  to 
you :  your  nature  is  contrary  to  God,  and  God's  na- 
ture is  oppofite  to  you.  Your  principles,  your  practice, 
your  nature,  your  aims,  your  mind,  your  affedions, 
are  all  oppofite  to  God,  while  you  are  altogether  fil- 
thy. 

3.  You  are  out  of  cafe  for  communion  and  felloivfhip 
with  God.  What  1  communion  between  light  and  dark- 
nefs !  Nay  ;  you  have  communion  and  familiarity  with 
the  devil :  T^he  Jirong  raan  armed  keeps  the  houfe.  The 
whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs^  in  time,  in  the  arms  of 
the  wicked  one.  You  are,  as  it  wxre,  fail  lulled  a- 
fleep  in  the  arms  of  the  devil. 

4.  You  are  2.Jla-ve  and  a  drudge  to  every  lufl.  And, 
alas !  what  bafe  degeneracy,  that  now,  your  immortal 
foul  is  a  drudge  to  the  devil,  a  flave  to  lufl,  a  fervant  of 
fm,  and  an  aifociate  with  the  wicked  ! 

5.  You  are  under  the  curfe  while  in  that  fituation. 
See  what  a  number  of  dreadful  curfes  you  are  under, 
mentioned  Deut.  xxviii.  15, — 20.  Cur  fed  (halt  thou  he 
■in  the  city,  ana  cur  fed  (halt  thou  be  in  the  field.  Curfe  d 
fiali  he  thy  hafket  and  thy  (lore.  Cur  fed  (hall  he  the  fruit  of 
thy  body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  the  increafe  of  thy  kine, 
and  the  flocks  of  thy  fieep  Cuffed  fjjalt  thou  he  when 
thou  comefl  in^  and  curfed  fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  goeft 
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oitty  he.  Curfed  in  your  name^  it  fhall  root ;  curfed  in 
your  boiife^  it  is  the  habitation  of  the  wicked ;  curfed 
in  all  your  religious  performances^  for  your  prayer  is  an 
abomination  to  the  Lord ;  and  curfed  in  all  your  civil  ac^ 
iions^  for  the  very  plowing  of  the  wicked  is  fin, 

6.  You  are  under  all  the  difmal  evils  that  attend  this 
impurity  ;  fuch  as,  to  be  abhorred  of  God,  a  torment 
to  yourfelf,  ufelefs  in  the  world,  an  apoftate  from  God, 
an  objed:  of  wrath,  and  at  lafl:  excluded  from  heaven. 

(i.)  One  evil  attending  this  impure  (late,  is,  that 
the  man  is  abhorred;  he  is  an  abje6l  of  God's  abhorrence, 
if  he  be  filthy  ilill :  for,  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  be- 
hold  iniquity  ;  and  he  cannot  behold  it  fo  as  to  take  plea- 
fure  in  the  fmner.  Do  you  think  that  God  can  take 
pleafure  in  a  man  who  is  v/allowing  in  his  fin  ?  No  ; 
there  mufl  be  a  covering  from  the  eyes  of  God's  holi- 
nefs  :  and  I  know  no  covering  and  mantle  but  one  of 
two,  either  the  red  fcarlet  covering  of  the  Redeemer's 
blood  ;  or  the  dark  and  black  mantle  of  avenging  wrath 
to  eternity,  to  vail  it  from  the  eyes  of  the  omnifcient 
and  omnipotent  God. 

(2.)  Another  evil,  befide  what  hath  been  mentioned, 
is,  that  this  impurity  is  a  torment  to  the  man.  So  much 
defilement,  fo  much  vexation  ;  and  the  more  purity, 
the  more  peace  and  inward  ferenity  :  Great  peace  have 
they  that  love  thy  law^  and  nothing  fhall  offend  them  ;  but 
720  peace^  faith  my  God^  to  the  wicked. 

(3.)  There  is  this  evil  in  it  alfo  ;  this  impurity  makes 
a  man  ifelefs  in  the  world.  A  man  that  is  wallowing  in 
wickednefs,  he  is  the  moil  ufelefs  creature  in  the  world; 
that  which  the  pfalmifl  calls  altogether  filthy,  the  apofcle 
quotting  it,  Rom.  iii.  12.  calls  \t  altogether  unprofitable  ; 
to  let  us  fee,  that  the  man  that  is  altogether  filthy  or 
defiled,  he  is  as  ufelefs  as  a  veiTel,  the  nallinefs  of  which 
is  fo  incorporated  v/ith  it,  that  it  can  never  be  ufed  a- 
gain. 

(4.)  This  defilement  makes  way  for  apoftacy.  The 
man  that  is  deilitute  of  gofpel  purity,  is  in  a  flate  where- 
in ]ie  is  capable  of  total  apofiacy.  The  true  gold  will 
abide  ti\e  fire  )  but  the  furnace  carries  off  the  drofs. 
The  good  wheat  will  abide  the  wind  j    but  the  wind 
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carries  away  the  chaff.  They  altogether  Jilt  hy  are  ;  They 
all  afide  are  gone.  What  makes  fo  much  defedion  and 
apoilacy  in  our  day  ?  Why,  men  abandon  their  profef- 
fion,  abandon  their  principles,  grow  remifs  in  their 
practices,  relinquifh  their  firfl:  zeal,  and  leave  their  h'rfl 
love  :  why,  they  are  defilled  ;  they  are  not  ivajhed from 
their  Jilthlnefs, 

(5.)  This  defilement  makes  way  for  wrath  2Xi^  judg- 
ment to  be  poured  forth  :  for  thefe  things  comeih  the 
wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  difobedience^  Col.  iii.  6. 
Trouble  and  anguilh  to  every  foul  of  man  that  doth  e- 
vil ;  for,  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  frojn  heaven  againfi 
all  ungodlinefs  and  iinrighteonfnefs  of  man^  Rom.  i.  18. 
A  day  of  wrath,  a  day  of  calamity  is  threatened,  becaufe 
of  the  impurity  of  the  generation,  that  are  not  wafted 
from  their filthinefs, 

(6.)  This  defilement  excludes  from  heaven.  No  pol- 
lution can  dwell  in  the  higher  houfe  ;  when  it  began  to 
enter,  the  authors  of  it  were  cafl  down  to  hell :  There 
fjall  in  nowife  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth^  or  that 
worketh  abomination^  or  maketh  a  lye^  Rev.  xxi.  27.  Is 
not  all  this  mod  terrible  ! 

[2.]  As  you  are  miferable  in  life,  fo  you  will  be  mi- 
ferable  at  death  :  then  confcience  begins  to  rore  ;  for 
its  black  book  is  opened,  and  the  long  roll,  the  black 
roll  of  fms  appear  ;  and  then  the  devil,  who  lulled  you 
afleep  in  fm,  and  tempted  you  to  fm,  will  prefent  the 
heinoufnefs  thereof,  and  tempt  you  to  difpair.  Then  your 
friends,  relations,  comforts,  and  enjoyments  of  the 
world,  will  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu  :  and  then  no 
more  offers  of  Chriff,  or  grace,  or  falvation.  Sin,  the 
fting  of  death,  not  being  taken  away,  death  w^ill  be 
moil  terrible  and  dreadful.  When  the  awful  meffenger 
approaches,  with  his  difmal  appearance  armed  with 
his  mortal  dart,  ready  in  an  inilant  to  ftrike  through 
the  miferable  creature,  with  what  amazement  will  the 
poor  foul  be  filled  !  How  unwelcome  will  the  near  ap- 
proach of  this  mighty  conqueror  be  to  the  poor  fm- 
ner ! 

[3.1  The  polluted  foul  will  not  only  be  miferable  at 
death,  but  alfo  at  the  day  of  judgment :  for,  Chrifl  will 
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be  revealed  from  heaven^  taking  vengeance  on  them  who 
know  not  God^  and  obeyed  not  the  gofpeL  Then  the  awful 
and  final  fentence  will  be  pronounced,  Depart  from  me^ 
ye  curfed!  Ah  !  terrible  fentence !  Depart  from  me  !  De- 
part from  the  chief  good  and  happinefs,  to  be  mifer- 
able  to  eternity  !  In  this  fentence  is  wrapt  up  all  mife- 
ry ;  and  what  will  fruilrate  all  the  vain  expectations  of 
the  wicked  at  that  day.  If  you  fliould  fay,  O  !  let  us 
not  go  far  away  :  Nay  ;  depart  from  me,  out  my  fight 
and  pre  fence ;  and  that  is  far  enough  to  them  :  for  ever 
banifhed  from  the  prefence  of  God,  the  prefence  of  blifs. 
O !  if  we  mull  depart,  let  us  depart  with  a  bleffng : 
No  ;  depart  from  me,  ye  curfed :  depart  with  the  curfe 
of  God,  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God  !  O  !  if  we 
m-uO:  thus  depart,  let  us  go  to  a  good  place :  No  ;  depart 
from  me,  ye  curfed,  unto  fire  :  the  place  of  torment, 
the  place  of  perdition,  the  place  of  burning.  O  !  if  it 
mull  be  to  fire,  let  it  be  but  for  zfhort  time :  No,  no  ; 
depart  to  everlafiing  fire,  to  dwell  there  through  an  end- 
lefs  eternity  ;  depart  to  everlafiing  fire,  fire  that  cannot 
be  quenched  \  Whe?'e  the  worm  dieth  not^  and  the  fire  is 
not  quenched,  O  !  if  it  mufl  be  fo,  let  us  depart  with 
good  cc?npany  ;  let  us  have  fome  heartfome  company  with 
us :  No,  by  no  means ;  depart  with  the  devil  and  his 
angels.  Oh  !  the  miferable  cafe  of  thofe  who  live  and 
die  in  their  iin  !  They  mull  be  fent  to  the  devouring 
Tophet !  to  fwim  for  ever  in  the  river  of  lire  and  brim- 
flone  !  Ah  !  dreadful  flate  !  You  will  appear  before 
the  judgment-feat  in  the  devil's  livery  ;  and  mufl  ihare 
of  his  mifery  to  eternity.  Inconceivable  and  permanent 
mifery  1 

2^//y,  This  doClrine  affords  ground  of  terror  alfo  to 
believers^  who,  though  they  are  wafhed  habitually  from 
their  filthinefs,  yet  ly  under  much  ^z^Zi'^x/ pollution,  with- 
out due  application  to  the  fountain  ;  there  is  ground  of 
terror  from  this  doctrine  to  fuch.  Though  wc  cannot 
preach  the  fame  terror  to  them,  as  to  the  wicked  ;  and 
cannot  fay  they  fhall  be  condemned,  or  go  to  hell,  or 
yet  become  liable  to  the  curfe  of  the  law  ;  yet  the  Lord 
hath  a  rod  for  the  back  of  his  children :  If  they  break 
Lis  lazvy  though  he  pardon  their  Iin,    yet  he  may  take 
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vengeance  on  their  inveniions.  And  we  are  not  to  think 
light  of  the  rod  of  corredion  and  chaPtifement,  which 
the  Lord  may  ufe  with  his  children,  who  are  unwatch- 
ful ;  for  there  is  fomething  very  terrible  therein,  what- 
ever way  we  view  it,  either  with  refped  to  temporal, 
fpiritual,  or  eternal  matters. 

[i.]  There  is  fomething  very  terrible  in  the  chaflife- 
,ments  of  God,  with  refpect  to  temporal  concerns.    And, 

1.  The  rod  may  be  upon  your  body^  in  fore  ficknefs, 
fevers,  gouts,  gravels,  tormenting  pains  ;  fuch  as  thefe 
we  read  of,  Deut.  xxviii.  58,  59.  and  ver.  22,  27.  The 
Lord  may  put  you  upon  the  rack  day  and  night,  with 
excrutiating  pains,  and  agonizing  torments.  Is  not  this 
a  dreadful  rod  ? 

2.  The  rod  may  be  he'avy  in  refpe^l  o^  ^omx  families  ; 
heavy  ficknefs  and  afflidions  upon  your  hufband,  wife, 
and  children.  The  Lord  may  make  your  children  a 
crofs  to  you,  your  relations  a  burden  to  you,  and  your 
mod  intimate  friends  and  concerns  a  trouble  to  you. 
He  may  take  away  the  defire  of  your  eyes  v/ith  a  (troke, 
and  leave  you  defolate  and  deflitute.  This  is  a  fore 
trial. 

3.  The  rod  may  be  grievous  in  refpecl  of  your  nar.ie. 
You  may  be  tryfted  with  great  reproaches,  and  be 
made  a  by-word  among  your  neighbours  :  to  the  pfal- 
mift  it  was  as  a  fword  within  his  hones ^  when  he  was  re- 
proached. This  fword  may  pierce  you  :  you  may  be  \ch 
to  fall  under  infamy  and  difgrace.  Yea,  the  Lord  may 
fo  far  leave  you,  as  to  let  you  fall  into  fcandalous  evils, 
and  become  a  reproach  to  the  Chriflian  name.  And  is 
not  this  a  heavy  chaflifement  ? 

4.  The  rod  of  correction  may  be  fore  with  refpecl 
to  public  calamities  ;  fuch  as  thefe  we  read  of  Ezek.  xiv. 
21.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Hozv  much  7nore  when 
I  fend  7v.y  four  fore  judgments  upon  'Jerufalem^  the  fword, 
and  the  famine  y  and  the  not  fame  beafl,  and  the  peflilence^  to 
cut  off  from  it  man  and  beajl  f  Sword,  famine,  peililence, 
and  captivity  are  heavy  judgments. — What  a  terrible 
thing  is  tht  fword  f'  It  may  be  bathed  in  the  blood,  and 
flieathed  in  the  bowels  of  your  dearefl:  friends  ;  and,  per- 
haps, in  your  own  bowels, — What  a  Hid  rod  is  xht  famine  f 
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Hereby  tender  mothers  have  been  made  to  eat  their  own 
children ;  and  men  obhged  to  eat  their  own  fingers,  and  the 
fleih  of  their  own  arm  ;  one  part  of  the  body  to  main- 
tain another. —  What  a  dreadful  rod  is  the  pcjiilence  f 
Sec  it  defcribed,  Pfal.  xci.  3,  6,  10.  See  alfo  Deut.  xxviii. 
59,  60,  61. — What  a  fore  chailifenient  is  it  to  be  led  a- 
way  into  captivity  f  Thou  mayeil:  be  carried  away  to  a 
flrange  land  ;  from  father,  mother,  friends,  and  acquain- 
tances ;  where  thou  knowefl  not  a  face,  Deut  xxviii.  48. 
and  to  fears  of  Hill  greater  judgments,  ver.  6^^ — 6y, 

[2.]  The  rod  of  correftion  has  fomething  very  terrible 
in  it,  when  we  view  it  with  refpecl  to  fpiritual  matters. 

1.  The  Lord  may  give  loofe  reins  to  your  lufts^  and 
let  you  be  overpov/ered  with  corruption,  fo  as  iniquity 
fhall  prevail.  He  may  give  you  up  to  the  lujis  of  your 
heart  ;  a  mod  mlfchievous  and  pernicious  enemy. 

2.  The  Lord  may  let  the  devil  loofe  upon  you  ;  that 
roaring  lion  to  buffet  you,  and  to  do  what  he  can  to  de- 
vour you.  This  was  a  corredion  which  Job,  Paul,  Peter, 
and  many  others,  were  tryfted  with. 

3.  You  may  be  toifed  with  doubts  2ind  fears  about  fui 
and  duty  ;  and  neither  know  what  way  to  go,  nor  which 
courfe  to  ftear.  You  may  be  quite  wrapt  up  in  darknefs 
and  perplexity. 

4.  You  may  be  defertcd  of  God,  and  left  to  go  mourji- 
ing  without  the  fun  :  and  though  you  would  give  all  the 
world  for  a  fight  of  his  face,  yet  not  be  favoured  with 
it.  This  was  the  cafe  with  Job  ;  J  go  forward,  bii^  he  is 
not  there  ;  hackzvard^  hut  I  cannot  perceive  him,  &c.  O 
that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  !  Job.  xxiii.  7,,  8. 

5.  You  may  be  brought  under  terrors^  as  Job  was  ; 
T'he  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me  ;  the  pot  fan 
•zuhereof  drinketh  up  my  very  fpirity  Job  vi.  4.  T^ hine  ar-      J 
ro7us  flick  fad  in  ?ne,  Pfal.  xxxviii  2.  1 

6.  You  may  be  left  to  defpair  and  to  diftroBlon^,  thro'      3 
the  terrors  of  God  ;   The  terrors  of  God  do  fet  themfelves 
in  array  again  [I  me,    Job  vi.  4,   J'Vhile  I  fuffer   thy  ter- 
rors I  ajn  diflrafted,  faid  Heman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  15. 

[3.3  Challifements  are  terrible  with  refpecl  to  the 
fears  concerning  your  eternal  (late.  You  may  be  brought 
to  the  very  brink  of  defpair,  as  was  jufl  now  obfcrved 
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concerning  Heman :  to  be  in  doubts  and  fears  about 
your  cverlafting  welfare  ;  your  hope  may  be  perijhed^  m 
a  manner,  from  the  Lord.,  Lam.  iii.  18.  The  Lord  may 
carry  towards  you  like  an  enemy  and  a  (Iranger  :  your 
fpirit  may  be  funk,  and  your  heart  faint ;  yea,  any 
thing  but  hell^  and  the  breaking  of  the  covenant.  Yea, 
the  Lord  may  even  talce  a  child  by  the  neck,  as  it  were, 
and  fhake  him  over  hell,  as  if  he  was  defigning  to  throw 
him  into  the  flaming  lake.  He  may  drop  in  hot  wrath 
into  the  confcience,  and  kindle  a  little  hell  within  him. 
And  though  all  be  but  fatherly  chaflifement,  and  in  love,, 
yet  no  views  of  love  may  the  perfon  have  ;  but  appre- 
hend God  as  an  enemy,  being  left  to  this  unbelieving 
fear  of  his  vindictive  wrath.  God  may  break  him  v/ith 
breach  upon  breach  ;  and  "run  upon  him  like  an  enemy. 
Yea,  the  road  may  be  heavy  in  its  nature :  the  fick- 
nefs,  e.  g.  may  be  a  fore  ficknefs ;  it  n^ay  be  extraor- 
dinary in  its  kindy  fo  that  you  may  be  ready  to  fay.  No 
for  row  like  your  forrow.  It  may  be  manifold  in  its  num- 
ber ;  one  meifenger  of  evil  tidings  after  another ;  breach 
upon  breach.  It  may  be  growing  in  its  degj^ees  ;  ftill 
worfe  and  worfe.  And  it  may  be  long  in  its  continuance^ 
perhaps  ;  fo  long  as  that  you  may  Iv  under  it  all  your 
days.  —  O  what  ground  of  holy  fear  then  hath  even 
the  child  of  God,  if  he  be  not  watchful  and  circuni- 
fpecl! 

The  ftxth  Ufe  that  we  make  of  this  doclrine  fliall  be 
for  confolation  to  the  godly ^  who  are  exercifmg  themfelves 
to  godlinefs,  and  (ludents,  actual  (Indents  of  purity ; 
growing  and  advancing  in  purity.  Here  I  would  lay 
before  you,  i .  Some  ?narks  and  evidences  of  thofe  that  are 
growing  in  holinefs  and  purity.  2.  Point  out  fome  grounds 
of  confolation  for  fuch. 

i//.  We  propofe  to  lay  before  you  fome  marks  and 
evidences  of  advances  in  hohnefs,  and  a  man  growing  ixi 
purity. 

I.  Spirituality  in  the  intervals  of  duty,  as  well  as  in 
the  performance  o^  duty,  is  a  true  mark  of  growth  in  ho- 
linefs :  fpirituaUty  between  duty,  as  well  as  in  duty. 
If  a  man  fliould  feem  never  fo  religious  in  duty,  if  he 
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gives  latitude  to  himfelf  in  the  intervals,  he  looks  not  like 
one  that  is  growing  and  advancing  in  purity.  Mofes's 
face  ihined  as  much  when  he  came  off  from  the  mount, 
as  when  he  was  on  the  mount. 

2.  Conflict  wixhfpiritualfins^  2.ndfpi ritual  evils,  is  an 
vidence  hereof.     When  a  man  is  helped  to  conflid  a- 

Sainil  heart-hns,  which  lie  moil  hid  and  remote  from 
%e  eyes  of  the  world ;  and  obtains  fome  fpiritual  vi6lo- 
ry  and  conqueil  over  them  it  is  an  evidence  of  purity. 
When  the  heart  rifes,  with  all  its  ftrength,  againft  fpi- 
ritual pride  and  felf,  and  felf-ends,  it  evidences  fome 
advances  in  holinefs. 

3.  When  a  man  \%  exercifed  in  fpiritual  duties,  and  in 
internal  duties  of  religion  :  not  only  bufied  about  exter- 
nal duties,  but  efpecially  is  exercifed  about  thofe  and 
the  like  internal  ones,  viz.  Meditation,  mortification, 
felf-examination,  felf-refignation,  felf-loathing,  fclf-judg- 
ing,  felf-condemnation ;  praying  in  the  Spirit,  watching 
over  the  heart,  applying  the  blood  of  Chrifl,  the  death 
Chriil  ;  applying  the  promife  and  the  word  to  his 
own  foul :  when  it  is  thus  v/ith  a  perfon,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence of  his  making  fome  progrefs  in  purity  and  holi- 
nefs. 

4.  When  a  man  is  carried  on  to  religious  duties  by 
fpiritual  principles  and  internal  motives  :  when  a  perfon  is 
xicting,  from  a  fenfe  of  divine  love,  from  a  fenfe  and  defire 
after  Chriit's  fpiritual  prefence,  and  from  the  fweetnefs 
and  excellency  of  communion  and  fellowfliip  with  a  God 
in  Chrifl.—  Thefe  are  fome  evidences  of  a  perfoh's  grow- 
ing in  purity  and  holinefs. 

idly.  We  proceed  next  to  point  out  fome  grounds  of 
confolation  for  fuch  perfons. 

1.  The  more  purity  you  have,  the  more  like  God, 
And,  O  w^hat  comfort  accrues  from  this,  to  be  like  to 
God  ;  to  be  conformed  to  the  Son  of  God  !  The 
more  likcnefs,  the  more  love.  The  Lord  cannot  but 
delight  in  his  own  image  :  He  himfelf  is  holy  ;  and 
cannot  but  delight  in  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  his 
people. 

2.  T^.e  more  purity,  the  more  ripe  for  heaven :  you 
are  thus  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
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light ;  for  no  unclean  thing  can  enter  into  the  heavenly 
Jerufalem.  And,  O  what  comfort  arifes  from  this,  that, 
you  are  a  candidate  for  jthe  glory  of  the  new  Jeruia- 
lem ! 

3.  The  more  purity  the  more  coiiunwiion  and  fdlow- 
Jhip  with  God  ;  He  that  hath  my  co?nma?id?tie?itSt  and  keep- 
eth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  me, 

Jhall  he  loved  of  my  Father  ;  and  I  zvill  love  him  and  zuill 
'manifefl  my  [elf  to  him,  Ij  any  man  love  me^  he  will  keep 
my  words ;  and  my  Father  will  love  hi?n,  and  zue  wiU 
come  unto  him,  and  make  our  ahoade  with  him,  John  xiv« 
21^  23.  The  godly  perfon,  by  his  impurity,  may  greatly 
mar  his  fellowfhip  with  God  ;  but  by  advancing  in  ho- 
linefs,  his  communion  is  promoted. 

4.  The  more  purity,  the  more  communication  of  good 
things  from  God ;  the  more  holinefs  you  are  poffeifed  of, 
the  more  will  God  give  you :  He  luill  give  grace  and 
glory  and  no  good  thing  voill  he  with h old  fro?n  them  that  zualk 
uprightly^  Pfalm  Ixxxiv.  11.  When  he  gives  this  grace 
to  walk  uprightly,  he  will  be  flill  adding  more  :  An  d 
every  new  addition  of  grace,  and  communication  of  love, 
will  make  the  babe  of  grace  leap  chearfully  in  the  foul ; 
for  they  that  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lordy  will  walk  in 
the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gho/l,  Ads  ix.  3 1 . 

5.  The  more  purity,  the  more  will  the  truth  and  re- 
ality of  all  your  other  graces  be  notified  to  you ;  particu- 
larly thefe  three  cardinal  graces,  Faith,  love,  and  hope, 
I  Cor.  xiii.  13. — Faith,  in  its  hncerity  is  hereby  noti- 
fied ;  for,  if  it  be  true  faith,  it  will  purify  the  heart. 
The  man  that  fays  he  believes,  and  yet  walks  on  in  a 
courfe  of  fm,  it  fhows  his  faith  to  be  but  a  fancy. — Love 
is,  in  its  fmcerity,  notified  hereby ;  for,  true  love  pro- 
ceeds from  a  pure  heart:  The  end  of  the  commandment, 
is  love  out  of  a  pure  heart,— Hope  alfo  is  notified  and  made 
known ;  for,  he  that  hath  this  hope,  purifieth  himfelf,  even 
as  he  is  pure, 

6.  The  more  purity,    the  more  fenfe  of  pardon  and 
jufiification, -There  is  comfort,  that  your  fanclification 

doth  not  affect  your  juftification  ;  and  that  failures  in 
purity,  dothnot  dimlniih  your  jufiification.  And  as  it  is 
the  property  of  fovereign  grace,  that  it  is  neither  mov- 
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ed  by  any  good  in  the  creature  ;  nor  hindred  by  any  e- 
vil  in  the  creature:  fo,  it  is  the  property  of  juflification, 
that  neither  the  behever's  fms  makes  him  lefs  juftified ; 
nor  his  holinefs  makes  him  more  juftified.  This  is  in- 
deed the  privilege  of  all  juftified  believers :  but  the  more 
pure  that  the  believer  is,  the  more  comfortable  fenfe  has 
lie  thereof. 

Believers,  by  juftification,  ftand  in  the  favour  of 
God,  upon  the  fame  ground  on  which  Chrift,  as  Me- 
diator, ftands  in  his  favour  -,  for  you  are  accepted  in  the 
Bdoved,  Chrift,  as  Mediator,  is  beloved  for  his  righte- 
oufnefs'  fake  ;  The  Lord  is  well-pleafed for  his  righteouf- 
nefs'  fake.  He  is  highly  exalted  of  God,  and  honoured 
of  him,  becaufe  he  gave  himfef  to  he  obedient  unto  death^ 
even  the  death  of  the  crofs,  Chrift  is  beloved  and  ac- 
cepted of  God  upon  this  ground ;  and  you  are  accept- 
ed in  him  upon  the  fame  ground.  Why  then,  if  Chrift 
and  you  ftand  upon  the  fame  bottom,  upon  the  fame 
ground,  confider  howfure  that  ground  is:  furely,  there 
is  no  conde?nnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus  ;  no 
liiblenefs  to  condemnation.  If  any  vi^ill  aflert,  that  the 
believer,  after  all,  may  become  liable  to  condemnation, 
v/hile  he  remains  in  myftical  union  with  the  Son  of 
God,  v/hich  is  for  ever,  and  remains  favoured  of  God, 
or  accepted  upon  the  fame  ground  that  Chrift  is,  let 
t'hem  anfwer  for  the  diftionourable  thought  that  this  im- 
ports concerning  the  Son  of  God  himfelf.  Can  the 
ground  upon  v^hich  Chrift  ftands,  in  the  favour  of  God, 
ever  fail  ?  Nay ;  it  were  blafphemy  fo  to  imagine :  Nei- 
^^er  can  the  ground  upon  which  the  believer  ftands,  in 
the  favour  of  God,  ever  fail ;  for  they  ftand  upon  the 
fame  ground,  namely,  the  mediatory  righteoufnefs, 
which  is  as  much  imputed  to  the  believer,  as  if  he  him- 
felf had,  in  his  own  perfon,  fulfilled  it :  It  is  reckoned 
to  the  believer,  as  if  he  himfelf  had,  in  his  own  perfon, 
fatisfied  divine  juftice,  and  fulfilled  the  divine  law:  And 
hence,  whatever  can  be  faid  of  the  happinefs  of  the 
faints  now  in  heaven,  in  point  of  fecurity  from  vindic- 
tive wrath  ;  I  fay  not  his  holinefs^  but  his  happinefs  ;  m 
this  refpecl,  the  fame  may  be  ailertsd  of  the  believer  on 
earth,  in  point  of  juftihcation. 
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^'  Why  then,  fay  you,  the  believer  may  do  as  he 
''  pleafeth,  and  fm  as  he  lifteth  ;  for  there  is  no  fear  of 
*'  him."  The  world,  truly,  miftakes  matters,  with 
refpeft  to  the  true  believer.  A  carnal  heart,  never  re- 
newed by  grace,  may  indeed  deliberately  argue  thus ; 
"  If  I  was  fecure  as  to  that  event,  viz,  that  I  would 
"  never  go  to  hell,  but  fliall  infallibly  be  brought  to 
*'  heaven,  then  I  would  drink,  and  debauch,  and  fin 
'  *'  as  I  pleafe."  Such  a  difpofition,  and  way  of  talking, 
is  very  agreeable  to  a  man  that  is  in  a  carnal  natural 
flate ;  but  it  is  crofs  to  the  very  nature  of  a  believer. 
And,  if  any  fay  they  are  believers,  and  yet  would  ufe 
that  dodrine  of  grace  at  this  rate  ;  why,  their  very 
fpeech  bewrays  them,  and  fays  they  are  not  believers  : 
becaufe  no  believer,  as  a  believer,  can  fay  fo. 

But  it  may  poffibly  be  urged.  May  not  the  corrupt 
part  of  the  believer  fay  fo  ?  Yea  ;  and  if  it  do,  it  fhall 
be  deflroyed  for  fo  faying  :  for  that  which  defilleth  the 
tetriple  of  God,  that  will  God  deftroy.  If  the  old  man  of 
corruption  thus  defile  God's  temple,  God  will  deftroy 
that  old  man  :  he  will  deftroy  it  with  the  fire  of  his  vin- 
dictive wrath  and  vengeance  :  for  the  old  man  of  fin  in 
the  believer,  may  indeed  be  faid  to  be  under  the  law, 
and  fhall  be  condemned.  Though  the  believer,  as  he  is 
a  believer,  is  ever  freed  from  condemnation  ;  yet  his  fin 
and  corruption  is,  and  fhall  be  condemned  ;  and  God 
takes  many  ways  to  do  that :  yet  fo  as  vindictive  wrath 
ihall  never  touch  the  perfon  of  the  believer  in  Chrift. 

But  let  us  take  the  believer  at  himfelf,  and  fee  if  this 
be  confiftent  with  the  grain  of  the  child  of  God.  Your 
fin  is  pardoned  ;  therefore,  go  and  take  your  fill  of  fin. 
God  hath  delivered  you  from  hell ;  therefore,  go  and 
walk  in  the  way  of  hell.  God  hath  loved  you  with  an 
everlafting  love ;  therefore,  vent  your  enmity  againfl 
God  to  the  uttermoft.  lie  ads  like  a  God  of  love  to  you ; 
therefore,  a(fl:  vou  like  a  devil  aeainft  him.  God  will 
honour  you  with  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf  for  ever  in 
heaven  ;  therefore,  go  your  way  and  dilhonour  him  as 
you  can.  Oh !  no,  no.  Such  exprefiions  would  offend  the 
generation  of  the  righteous,  and  of  true  believers  :  it  would 
make  the  hairs  of  their  head  to  ftand,  if  we  may  be  al- 
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lowed  the  expreffion,  and  their  bowels  to  tremble  ;  for 
the  quite  contrary  is  ingrained  in  their  new  nature  :  Sball 
we  thus  requite  the  Lordf  Shall  we  render  hatred  for 
love  ^. 

The  more  fenfe  of  juflification,  the  more  purity  ;  and 
the  more  purity,  the  more  fenfe  of  juflification:  and  yet 
neither  your  purity  or  fanftiii cation,  nor  failing  therein, 
doth  influence  your  juftitication,  or  affed  it;  for  it  re- 
mains  fliil  perfed,  and  invariably  the  fame. — So  much 
for  an  ufe  of  confolation  to  the  godly. 


SERMON      XIV. 

P  R  O  V.    XXX.    12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their  Jilthinefs, 

[The  feventh  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

IF  we  knew  what  a  pure  and  holy  God  we  have  to 
do  w^ith,  our  own  impurity  would  be  hateful  to  us. 
God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity :  we 
are  of  fuch  impure  eyes,  that  we  cannot  behold  his  pu- 
rity. Yea,  though  our  eyes  were  purer  than  they  are  ; 
yet  God  is  fo  perfecl,  that  we  cannot  fee  his  perfedion : 
even  as  the  fun  is  fo  bright,  that  we  cannot  fee  the 
brightnefs  of  it.  But  as  the  flronger  the  eye,  the  bet^ 
ter  fight  will  it  get  of  the  fun  :  fo,  the  purer  the  foul  is, 
the  more  clearly  will  it  fee  the  holinefs  and  purity  of 
God  :  BlcfTcd  are  the  p.ure^  for  they  Jhall fee  God,  O  ! 
^yhat  is  the  reafon,  that  God  is  fo  little  feen,  and  is  fo 
far  out  of  fight,  with  the  generation  ?  Why,  the  gene- 
ration is  impure  aXxA  defiled ;  and  what  aggravates  the 
matter  prodigioufly,  is,  they  do  not  know  fo  much  j 

*  The  render  miy  fee  this  point  of  clodlrine  copioufly  handled, 
by  confuking  Vol.  II.  Serm.  XXIII,  &c.  intitled,  La'w-death,  Gof- 
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There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  wajhed  from  their  filthinefs 

We  have  already  made  a  very  copious  improvement 
of  this  fubjcft,  the  excellencj  of  gcfpet  purity ;  it  only  re- 
mains now,  that  we  conclude  the  fubjeO:,  with  a  parti- 
cular addrefs  to  the  confcience. 

The  feventb  Ufe^  therefore,  that  we  make  of  the  doc- 
trine, is  for  exhortation  and  direction.  Is  it  fo,  as  has 
been  faid,  'That  gofpcl  purify  h  fo  excellent  a  thing  f  Then 
let  me  exhort  you,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  Wajh 
you,  make  you  clean,  Ifa.  i.  16.  O  feek  to  be  wafhed  and 
purified  from  your  filthinefs.  Seek  to  be  partakers  of 
this  gofpel  purity  and  holinefs.  I  have  already  preached 
feveral  fermons  upon  this  one  doClrine ;  and  they  may 
not  only  be  fo  many  witneffes,  that  the  doctrine  we  in- 
culcate, is  a  doctrine  according  to  godlinefs,  tending  to 
advance  holinefs,  and  not  to  incourage  licentioufnefs, 
let  reproachers  fay  what  they  Avili  ;  but  they  may  be  fo 
many  witneffes  againfl  a  polluted  generation,  that  neither 
are  waflied  from  their  filthinefs,  nor  have  any  defire  to 
be  wafhed,  but  are  filthy  ilill. 

Let  me  now  exhort  both  the  wicked  to  feek  after  pu- 
rity, and  the  godly  to  feek  after  more  of  it.  As  we  have 
already  infifted  fo  long  upon  the  applicatory  part,  I  fliall 
put  both  thefe  together  for  gaining  of  time.  And  to  in- 
force  the  exhortation,  we  flrall,   i.  Adduce  fome  ??iotives, 

2.  Offer  fome  directions. 

I/?,  By  way  of  motive  to  the  fiiudy  of  purity,  confider, 
that  this  gofpel  purity  eminently  tends  to  the  following 
things.   I.  The  glory  of  God.    2.  The  honour  of  Chrifl. 

3.  The  credit  of  the  gofpel.     4.  The  good  ol  both  our- 
felves  and  others. 

{]i.]  This  gofpel  purity  and  holinefs  eminently  tends 
to  the  glojj  of  God.  And  it  cannot  fail  to  do  fo,  in  re- 
gard God  himfelf  is  holy  :  holinefs  is  an  cffential  quali- 
ty of  his  nature  ;  impurity  is  the  very  reverfe  thereof: 
fm  is  that  abonmiable  thing  which  his  foul  hates.  The  more 
impurity  that  there  is  in  the  world,  the  more  is  God 
difhonoured  ;  but  the  more  purity  and  holinefs,  the 
more  is  he  glorified.    As  impurity  is  an  open  diflionour 
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done  to  God ;  fo  external  purity  is  a  glorifying  of  God 
before  the  world :  therefore  fays  our  Lord,  Hereby  is 
my  Father  glorified,  that  you  bear  much  fruit  And  he  pofi- 
tively  injoins,  that  we  fdould  make  our  light  fo  to  fhine 
before  men^  that  they  feeing  our  good  works  may  glorify  our 
heavenly  Father, 

Further,  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  glory  of  God, 
in  as  much  as  it  is  the  end  of  our  eleBlon ;  for,  he  hath 
chofen  us  in  him  that  zue  fijoald  be  holy  and  without  blame. 
He  hath  called  us  hereunto  ;  for,  he  hath  not  called  us 
tmto  uncleannejst  but  holinefs.  It  is  agreeable  to  his  ivill ; 
for,  this  is  the  zvill  of  God^  even  your  fanBifi cation.  It  is 
the  livery  in  which  his  fervants  ferve  him  ;  for,  they  ferve 
him  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs.  It  is  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands, becaufe  it  is  written.  Be  ye  holy ^  for  1  am  holy  :  and 
again.  Be  ye  perfect  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is 
perfed.  It  is  the  bage  2indfpot  of  his  children  ;  for,  holinefs 
becomeih  his  houfe  for  ever. 

In  thefe,  and  many  other  refpecls,  gofpel  purity 
tends  to  the  promotion  of  God's  glory.  Why,  in  one 
word,  the  great  and  ultimate  end  of  gofpel  purity  is  juil 
this,  that  whatfocver  you  do^  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 
And  this  is  one  of  the  great  marks  and  characleriftics, 
whereby  it  is  diflinguiilied  from  the  fineft  painted  hy* 
pocrify. 

'  But,  perhaps,  fome  may  be  ready  to  fay.  How  fl) a II 
I  know^  if  the  glory  of  God  be  my  great  end  in  my  purity 
and  holinefs^  and  all  that  Idof 

I  confefs,  this  is  the  great  queftion  that  determines 
the  controverfy  between  two  great  competitors,  the  one 
a  pretender,  the  other  a  lawful  fovereign,  viz,  whether 
Self  or  the  great  Jehovah^  be  the  God  to  whom  the 
devotion  of  our  purity  is  paid  ;  whether  God  or  Self  be 
our  ultimate  end.  I  (hall  offer  a  few  thoughts  in  anfwer 
to  the  queftion. 

I .  The  man  that  intirely  a<5ls  for  the  glory  of  God^ 
in  the  ftudy  of  purity,  he  can  trample  upon  his  ozun 
happinefs^  when  it  comes  in  competition  with  the  glory 
/of  God  :  he  fees  this  to  be  of  more  worth  than  a  thou- 
fand  heavens  ;  and  therefore,  the  felf-denied  believer, 
before  the  glory  of  God  Ihould  fuffer,    would,    in  a 

manner^ 
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manner,  venture  his  all,  though  the  venture  would 
never  be  to  his  lofs.  Blot  ?ne  out  of  thy  book^  fays  Mofes. 
Let  me  he  accurfed^  faith  Paul.  Why,  the  thing  that 
prompted  them  to  this,  was  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God. 

2.  If  the  glory  of  God  be  your  great  end,  in  the  flu- 
dy  of  holinefs,  and  all  you  do,  all  your  duties,  then 
vour  defire  will  be  to  wait  on  the  Lord  in  times  of  ab- 
fence,  as  well  as  in  times  of  prefence.  Out  of  the  deepths 
will  you  cry  to  God ;  and  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  will 
you  look  again  to  his  holy  temple.  /  will  wait  upon  the 
Lord^  that  hideth  hifnfelf  frofu  the  hoi fe  of  Jacob,  and 
will  look  for  him,  Ifa.  viii.  17.  When  felf  hath  no  en- 
couragement in  its  hand,  even  then  to  glorify  God,  by 
waiting  on  him  obedientially,  evidences  that  the  glory 
of  God  is  the  end  aimed  at ;  even  when  the  foul  is  con- 
tent to  live  by  faith,  when  fenfe  is  goriQ, 

3.  When  one  hath  God's  glory  for  his  end,  in  the 
ftudy  of  holinefs,  then  the  more  ajfurance  he  hath  of 
the  love  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  more  earnell  is  he  in  the 
purfuit  of  purity  and  holinefs.  As  he  grows  in  God's 
favour,  fo  will  he  grow  in  likenefs  to  God.  Affurance 
will  not.  make  \mvi  Jlothful  in  bufinefs,    but  fervent  in 

fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord,  It  is  other  wife  with  the  felfifh 
hypocrite ;  his  falfe  affurance  weakens  his  hand,  and 
flackens  his  diligence  in  duty :  becaufe  he  thinks  his 
ftate  fecure,  he  takes  his  nap.  Why,  fo  far  the  glory 
of  God  is  not  his  end,  but  felf-love.  Something  of  this 
may  take  place  indeed  in  the  believer :  but  I  iTpeak  of 
the  natural  fruit  of  his  affurance  ;  and  efpecially  the 
more  clear  it  is,  the  more  earnefl  will  he  be  in  the 
purfuit  of  holinefs,  and  the  more  diligent  in  the  Lord^s 
work,  kuov/ing  that  his  labour  jh all  not  he  in  vain  in  the 
Lord. 

4.  If  the  glory  of  God  be  your  great  end,  in  feeking 
after  gofpel  purity,  then  you  will  have  a  conflant  con- 
flicl  with  felf :  you  will  fmd  felf  creeping  in,  and  intrud- 
ing itfelf  into  all  duties  ;  into  your  prayers,  hearing, 
reading,  praifmg,  comm.unicating,  &c.  It  will  be  a 
burden  to  you:  '  >  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who  (hall 
deliver  me  fro?n  this  body  of  fin  and  death  ^  7  he  flelh 
lufleth  againft  the  Jpirit,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the  fleJJy  ; 
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and  tJiefe  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other, — O  there- 
fore (ludy  holinefs,  fcek  after  gofpel  purity,  becaufe  it 
fo  much  tends  to  the  glory  of  God. 

[2.]  Confider,  for  motive  to  feek  after  this  gofpel  pu- 
rity, that  it  greatly  tends  to  the  honour  ofChrift,  Chrift's 
errand  into  the  world  was  to  fave  fmners  from  their  im- 
purity and  fm  ;  He  came  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was 
loft ;  and  to  finijl:)  tranfgrcffion^  and  make  an  end  of  fin. 
He  fhed  his  precious  blood  to  be  alaver  forwafliing  away 
all  filthinefs  of  the  flefli  and  fpirit ;  for,  his  blood  cleanf 
cth  from  all  fin  :  and  hefuffered  without  the  gate  that  he 
might  fandify  the  people.  The  more  purity  and  holinefs 
that  abounds  in  the  world,  the  more  doth  Chrifl  fee  of 
the  travel  of  his  foul^  and  is  fatisfied.  The  more  impu- 
rity that  prevails,  the  more  is  his  blood  trampled  upon ; 
but  the  more  purity  that  takes  place,  the  more  is  the 
virtue  and  efficacy  of  his  blood  manifefled  ;  and  confe- 
quently  he  is  the  more  honoured.  The  impure  perfon  is 
a  diihonour  to  Chrift ;  but  the  holy  man  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  him,  and  fo  puts  honour  upon  him. 

Further,  That  gofpel  purity,  wherever  it  takes  place, 
tends  mightily  to  the  honour  of  Chrilt,  will  appear  if  we 
confider  the  following  particulars. 

I .  This  gofpel  purity  is  jult  an  imitation  of  Chrifl  as 
an  example  ;  for,  he  gave  us  an  example^  that  we  fhould 
follow  hisfleps.  It  is  an  anfwering  of  the  defign  of  that 
copy,  pattern,  and  example  which  he  fet  before  us :  it 
is  a  following  of  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth  ;  a 
cleaving  to  liim  in  tribulation  and  adverfity,  as  well  as 
in  profperity. 

1.  Becaufe  it  flows  from  love  to  Chrifl,  and  an  higli 
eilimation  of  him  :  I  fiy,  tliis  purity  flows  from  love  to 
liim.  And  thofe  who  love  this  purity,  however  unholy 
they  fee  themfelves  to  be,  they  love  him  the  better,  on 
account  of  the  holy  pattern  he  has  given  them  ;  the 
better,  that  he  was  holy^  harmlcfs^  undefikd,  and  fcpa- 
rated  from  fmners.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  fome  gofpel  ho- 
linefs, when  the  foul  can  fay,  he  loves  God,  becaufe  he 
is  a  holy  God  ;  and  loves  Chrift,  becaufe  he  is  a  holy 
Chrifl.  This  purity  flows  from  an  high  cftimation  of 
Chrifl.    whatever  thofc  who  have  it  may  lofe  for  his 
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fake,  and  for  cleaving  to  his  truth,  caufe,  and  way,  in 
purfuit  thereof.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  gofpel  purity  when 
a  man  is  loofing  his  honour,  credit,  riches,  wealth,  and 
outward  advantages  for  Chrift,  and  yet  retains  an  high 
efteem  of  him :  fuch  a  man  is  felling  all  for  Chrift,  the 
fear!  of  great  price  ;  and  efteeming  the  reproach  of  Chr'i/l 
greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of  Egypt.  He  hath 
the  glory  and  honour  of  Chrift  in  view,  and  wants  to 
promote  it. 

3.  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
becaufe  in  the  ftudy  and  purfuit  of  it,  the  foul  defires 
nothing  more  than  perfeQ:  corformity  to  him,  and  full 
enjoyment  of  him.  The  breathings  of  the  foul,  under 
the  influences  of  this  gofpel  purity,  are,  "  O  to  have 
*'  that  which  is  in  part  done  away  !  O  to  be  like  unto 
"  him  in  humility,  patience,  zeal,  and  unblamable- 
"  nefs !  O  to  be  like  him  in  holinefs,  and  to  fee  him 
"  as  he  is !" 

4.  This  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  becaufe 
all  the  believer's  efforts,  in  profecution  of  it,  are  in  a 
dependance  on  Chrift's  ftrength  :  TVe  are  jwt  fujficient 
of  ourfehes,  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfehes  ;  but  our 
fufficiency  is  of  God.  JVhen  I  am  zueak^  then  am  I  flrong, 
I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  flrengthening  me.  And 
fo  the  believer  fubfcribes,  with  heart  and  hand,  to  the 
truth  of  thefe  blefted  words,  that  proceeded  out  of  his 
mouth,  John  xv.  5.  For  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 
And  to  that  precious  promife,  2  Cor.  xli.  9.  My  grace 
is  fufficient  for  thee  ;  for  my  ftrength  is  ?nade  perfect  in  thy 
weaJinefs. 

5.  This  purity  tends  to  Chrift's  honour,  becaufe  that, 
in  profecution  thereof,  and  the  duties  that  advance  it, 
nothing  ftiort  of  Chrift  himfelf  will  fatisfy  the  believer. 
The  man  can  diftinguifli  between  Chrift  in  a  duty,  and 
liberty  or  a  frame  in  duty ;  between  Chrift  in  prayer, 
and  a  frame  in  prayer.  The  hypocrite,  if  he  gets  the 
frame,  there  he  refts  content,  without  any  other  Chrift : 
but  the  behever,  though  he  loves  a  good  frame,  and 
defires  liberty  in  duty,  as  the  chariot  in  which  Chrift  is 
conveyed  to  his  foul )  yet  he  will  not  fitisfy  himfelf  with 
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the  chariot,  if  Chrift  be  not  therein.  "  O,  fays  he,  it 
"  is  not  a  frame  only,  but  Chrifl  that  I  am  feeking ; 
"  and  Chrift  that  I  muft  have  !  Give  me  Chrift,  or 
*'  elfe  I  die  !"  To  be  content  with  any  enjoyment,  tem- 
poral, or  fpiritual,  without  Chrift  is  felfifti,  and  dero- 
gating from  the  glory  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  ultimate 
end. 

6.  This  gofpel  purity  tends  to  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
in  as  much  as  the  ftudents  of  holinefs  wrap  up  all  their 
holy  duties  in  the  robe  of  his  perfect  right eoufnefs.  They 
fee  and  are  perfuaded,  that  their  moft  holy  duties  can- 
not juftify  them  before  a  holy  God  ;  and  therefore  they 
caft  all  their  tears,  prayers,  and  duties,  into  the  ocean 
of  Chrift's  infinite  merit ;  and  there  they  dye  them  red 
in  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  they  may  fly 
up  to  heaven  with  acceptance,  in  pillars  of  fmoke,  per- 
fumed with  the  fweet  odour  of  his  facrifice  unto  the 
death. 

Many  other  things  might  here  be  added  to  inforce  this 
motive  ;  fuch  as,  the  predeftinated  conformity  of  the 
fabjeds  of  this  fandity  to  Chrift,  Pvom.  viii.  29.;  the 
famenefs  of  mind  in  them  that  was  in  Chrift,  Phil.  ii.  5. ; 
with  other  particulars :  but  we  infift  not.— Let  this  mo- 
tive have  weight  with  you  to  ftudy  purity,  that  it  tends 
fo  much  to  the  honour  of  Chrift. 

'  [3* J  Confider,  by  way  of  motive,  that  as  purity 
greatly  tends  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  honour  of 
Chrift ;  fo  alfo  to  the  credit  of  the  gofpel.  Impurity  brings 
a  reproach  on  religion:  and  an  unholy  profeiTor  is  adif- 
credit  to  the  Chriftian  name.  Nothing  can  bring  a 
greater  reproach  upon  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  than  the 
immoral  lives  of  its  profeflors.  The  very  end  and  defign 
of  the  gofpel  is  to  promote  holinefs  and  fanctification  ; 
and  when  purity  and  holinefs  does  not  take  place,  it  is 
an  evidence  the  gofpel  is  doing  little  good  ;  and  thefe 
who  profefs  it  are  a  difcredit  unto  it.  The  gofpel  reve- 
lation of  the  grace  of  God  was  defigned  to  teach  tnen  to 
deny  iingodlinefs  and  zvorldly  lufis^  and  to  live  foberly, 
rightcoufly^  and  godly.  And  it  ought  to  be  the  ftudy  of 
all  who  hear  it,  to  evidence,  by  their  holy  deportment, 
that  it  hath  come  to  them,  not  in  word  only.,  but  in  de- 
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7nonftration  of  the  Spirit^  and  with  power.     Hereby  the 
profelTors  of  the  gofpel  will  be  a  credit  thereto. 

Further,  That  purity  will  tend  to  the  credit  of  the 
gofpel,  will  be  evident,  if  it  is  confidered,  that  this  e- 
vangelical  purity  is,  i.  The  purity  of  fuch  as  are  in  a 
gofpel  flate.  2.  Purity  that  flows  from  gofpel  princi- 
ples. 3.  Purity  that  is  influenced  by  gofpel  motives. 
4.  Purity  that  is  directed  to  a  gofpel  end. 

1.  This  holinefs  and  purity  is  for  the  credit  of  the 
gofpel,  in  as  much  as  it  is  the  purity  of  fuch  only  as  are 
in  a  gofpel  Jiate,  For,  as  it  is  only  a  good  tree  that 
brings  forth  good  fruit ;  fo,  none  but  the  true  believer, 
that  is  in  a  good  fl:ate,  can  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  true 
holinefs.  By  a  gofpel  fl:ate,  I  underftand  a  fpiritual 
ftate,  a  fl;ate  of  union  to-Chriil,  a  jullified  (late,  an  a- 
dopted  fl:ate,  a  renewed  flate  ;  without  this  no  right 
fan^lity,  no  evangelical  purity. 

2.  It  is  purity  that  flows  from  gofpel  principles.  The 
proud  legalifl*s  fanclity  flovx's  from  legal  principles,  the 
principles  of  his  own  inherent  fl:rength,  felf-fufliciency, 
and  the  like  :  but  gofpel  purity  flows  from  gofpel  prin- 
ciples. The  believers  holy  duties  are  performed  in  the 
ftrength  of  gofpel  grace,  promifed  grace  ;  the  fl:rength 
of  Chrifl:  laid  hold  on  by  faith  :  Having  thefe  promtfes, 
dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthinefs 
of  the  fie fh  and  fpirlt,  2  Cor.  vii.  i. 

3.  This  purity  is  influenced  by  gofpel  motives.  The 
greatefl:  gofpel  motive  of  the  believer's  holinefs,  is  the 
will  of  God  in  Chrifl:,  and  the  love  of  God  in  Chrifl;. — 
The  will  of  God  in  Chrifl:,  through  whom  the  Vvdll  of 
God  is  conveyed,  he  being  the  channel  of  divine  autho- 
rity :  whereas,  the  legaliit's  motive  to  hohnefs  is  the 
will  of  an  abfolute  God,  God  confidered  as  Creator,  out 
of  Chrifl:  as  Redeemer. — The  love  of  God  in  Chrifl^, 
and  the  believer's  love  to  a  God  in  Chrifl:,  is  alfo  the  great 
gofpel  motive  to  holinefs  ;  and  not  flavifli  fear  of  the 
threatenings,  and  of  hell,  nor  the  mercenary  hopes  of 
heaven  and  happinefs,  which  are  the  motives  that  legalifl:s 
are  afted  by. 

4.  This  gofpel  purity  is  directed  to  a  gofpel  end.  The 
believer's  end  in  this  purity  is  not  to  obtain  life,  to  pro- 
cure 
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cure  pardon,  and  merit  the  enjoyment  of  God  ;  but  to 
evidence  his  gratitude  to  that  God  who  hath  provided  all 
thele  valuable  bleliings  freely  to  him.  The  end  of  this 
purity  is  not  to  fatisfy  confcience,  appeafe  wrath,  or  the 
like  ;  but  to  glorify  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  exprefs  our 
thankfulnefs  to  him  for  Chrifl,  his  unfpeakable  gift,  and 
all  fpirituai  blefiings  in  and  with  him. 

From  thefe,  and  the  like  confiderations,  it  is  evident, 
that  this  purity  is  for  the  credit  of  the  gofpel.  Let  them, 
therefore,  have  their  proper  weight  with  you,  to  excite  you 
to  prefs  after  holinefs,  and  to  be  adual  fludents  of  gofpel 
purity. 

[4.]]  In  order  to  excite  to  the  fludy  of  holinefs  and 
purity,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  it  greatly  tends  both 
to  our  ozvn  good^  and  that  of  others, 

I.  Confider  how  much  this  purity  and  holinefs  tends 
to  your  G%vn  good  and  advantage^  in  order  to  influence 
you  to  be  fludents  of  it.  A  variety  of  particulars  might 
here  be  taken  notice  of ;  but  we  fliall  ftudy  brevity. — 
Confider,  that  the  more  of  this  evangelical  purity  you 
have,  the  more  will  God  give  to  you  ;  for,  the  Lord  will 
give  grace  and  ^lory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he  withhold 
from  them  that  zuaik  uprightly,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  11. — The 
more  of  this  purity,  the  more  joy  and  comfort  will  you 
have.  It  will  make  you  walk  to  heaven  comfortably. 
In,  the  path  of  holinefs  you  \v'\\\  dill  fee  more  and  more  of 
the  love  of  God ;  w4iich  will  make  your  fouls  to  rejoice, 
and  you  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord  with  chear- 
fulnefs  :  For^  they  that  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord^  walk 
in  the  con  fort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  A&s  ix.  31. — -The  more 
gofpel  purity,  the  more  intimate  acquaintance  with  God's 
fecrets  ;  for,  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
bim^  and  he  will  fl:>ew  them  his  covenant ,  Pfal.  xxv.  14. — 
The  more  evangelical  purity,  the  more  pleafure  and  de- 
light  will  you  take  in  the  duties  of  religion,  and  the 
more  acceptable  will  your  fervices  be  to  God  :  He  will 
purify  the  fons  of  Levi  ;  then  f jail  the  offering  of  Judah 
and  Jerufalem  be  pleafant  to  the  Lord,  Mai.  iii.  3,  4. — 
llie  more  of  purity,  the  more  boldnefs  and  courage  will 
you  have  in  the  work  and  caufe  of  God  ;  for,  the  rlghte^ 
(JUS  is  bold  as  a  lion.  It  will  inflame  your  zeal  againfl  fln,  and 
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for  God.  It  will  make  you  trample  on  temptations  to 
fm  ;  faying,  with  Jofeph,  How  jhall  I  do  ibis  great 
wickednefs^  and  fin  againji  Godf  It  will  contemn  and 
defpife  all  dangers,  rather  than  (lain  your  purity  by  fm- 
ful  compUances  ;  as  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  Daniel,  the  three 
children,  and  many  others  did. — In  a  word,  the  more  of 
this  gofpel  purity  you  have,  the  more  fellozvjhip  with 
God  here,  and  the  meeter  for  the  enjoyment  of  him  here- 
after ;  for,  blejfed  are  the  pure  in  hearty  and  life  ;  for 

they  Jhall  fee  God^  Mat.  v.  8. Let  thefe  particulars 

have  their  proper  influence  upon  you,  to  prefs  you  on 
to  further  and  higher  degrees  of  this  evangelical  purity 
and  holinefs. 

2.  In  order  to  excite  you  to  the  ftudy  of  purity,  con- 
fider  likewife  the  tendency  it  hath  to  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  others, — Why,  the  more  gofpel  purity,  the 
gYC2Lter  Jlock  you  have  ;  and  the  richer  of  this  grace  you 
arc,  the  more  will  it  tend  to  the  benefit  of  your  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  to  your  neighbours  around  you  ; 
as  your  holy  work  may  induce  them  to  the  pradice  of 
it. — The  more  holy  you  are,  and  the  richer  of  gofpel 
purity,  the  greater  influence  will  your  holinefs  have  in 
making  the  wicked  fland  in  awe  to  fm,  and  keeping 
them  back  from  difhonouring  God  ;  nay,  exciting  them 
to  a  profelTion  of  religion,  and  fomething  of  the  pradice 
of  duty.  You  fee  what  influence  this  way  the  fanaity 
of  holinefs  of  godly  Joihua,  and  his  co-temporary  elders, 
had  upon  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Judges  ii.  7.  And  what 
influence  Jehoiadah's  fandity  had  upon  Joalli,  king  of 
Judah,  2  Chron.  xxiv.  2. — Nay,  further,  confider  that 
eminency  of  purity  is  fometimes  a  bleffed  mean  to  re- 
commend  the  ways  of  God  and  religion  to  fuch  as  arc 
itrangers  thereto  ;  For,  zuhat  knoxveft  thou,  O  tuife,  zvhe- 
ther  thou  /halt  fave  thy  husband  f  Or,  how  knoweft  thou^  O 
7?iau^  ivhetker  thou  fhalt  fave  thy  wife?  i  Cor.  vii.  16. 
See  I  Pet.  iii.  i,  2.—  Befides,  emjnency  in  gofpel  purity 
tends  to  ward  off  judginents^  or  proirad  them  from  fall- 
ing on  perfons  and  places  where  the  godly  live  :  accord- 
ingly the  Lord  declares  to  Abraham,  that  if  there  v/as 
found  in  Sodom  but  ten  righteous  p.cr funs ^  he  woidd  not 
deftroy  it  for  their  fake  ^  Gen.  xxxviii.  32.  Nay,  the  amaz- 
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ing  conflagration  was  not  kindled  upon  Sodom  fo  long 
as  righteous  Lot  lingered  in  it :  Hajie  thee^  faith  the  angel 
to  Lot ;  hajle  thee  thither^  [namely,  to  Zoar  ;]/or  I  can." 
not  do  any  thing  till  thou  be  come  thither^  Gen.  xix.  22. 
And  prelently,  upon  Lot's  departure  out  of  it,  the  flames 
of  hell  irom  heaven  began  to  burn  upon  the  cities  of 
the  plain  ;  as  you  fee  in  the  following  verfes. — Some- 
times this  gofpel  purity  tends  to  draw  down  hlejfings  on 
perfons  and  places  where  the  godly  live :  accordingly 
we  find,  that  the  Lord  blejfed  the  Egyptian's  houfe^  \yi%, 
Potipher,]  and  all  that  he  had^  both  in  the  hoiife  and  in 
the  Jield^  for  Jofeph's  fake^  Gen.  xxxix.  5.  Nay,  Pha- 
raoh's family,  court,  and  ail  the  land  of  Egypt,  were 
bleifed  for  Jofeph's  fake  :  for,  while  wafting  famine 
fprcad  devaftation  among  the  furrounding  nations,  there 
was  plenty  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  Were  not  temporal 
itrokes  averted,  and  blellings,  for  a  time,  beftowed  on 
Babylon,  while  the  captives  of  Zion  were  in  it  ?  And 
therefore  the  prophet  exhorts  them,  ^0  feek  the  peace  of 
the  city^  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  it,  Jer.  xxix.  7.  A 
candle,  you  know,  enlightens  a  room  ;  but  the  fun  en- 
lightens a  world  :  fo,  the  more  eminent  you  are  in  puri- 
ty and  holinefs,  the  brighter  doth  your  lamp  burn,  and 
the  more  extenfive  do  the  light  therefore  Ihine.  John 
the  Baptifl  was  eminent  in  holinefs ;  and  hence  we  have 
that  teftimony  of  our  Lord  concerning  him,  namely, 
that  he  was  a  burning  and  Jhining  light,  Jol^n  v.  't^^.  And 
that  concerning  the  dlfciples,  Te  are  the  lights  of  the 
world.  Mat.  v.  14.  That  is,  would  our  Lord  fay,  not 
only  by  your  doctrine,  as  minifters  ;  but  by  your  purity 
and  hoHncfs,  as  Chriftians  and  faints.  Nor  is  it  to  difci- 
ples  only,  but  to  all,  that  our  divine  Teacher,  come 
from  God,  and  addrelTes  himfelf  in  that  interefting  ad- 
monition, ver.  16.  Let  yciir  U^ht  fo  Jhine  before  men,  that 
they  may  fee  your  <^oodivorkSy  and  glorify  your  Father  zvhich  ^ 
rs  in  heaven.  Nay,  what  if  I  ihould  fay,  that  by  your 
purity  and  holinefs  you  may  increafe  the  joy  of  men  and 
angels  in  heaven  j  and  if  fo,  the  greater  degree  of  this 
purity  you  attain,  the  greater  tendency  it  will  have  this 
way.  Why,  the  holinefs  and  purity  tends  to,  and,  thro* 
tlje  blefTmg  of  God,  is  a  mean  of  the  convcrfwn  of  fin- 
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ntrs  from  the  error  and  evil  of  their  way^  James  v.  19, 
20.  And  the  eonverfion^  or  repentance^  of  one  finner^  or 
one  lofl  flieep,  affords  joy  In  heaven  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  celeilial  manfions,  Luke  xv.  7,  i-o. 

From  all  which  it  is  evident,  what  tendency  this  e- 
vangelical  purity  hath  to  the  good  of  others  ;  and  that 
the  higher  meafures  thereof  you  have,  the  greater  ten- 
dency it  will  have  this  w^ay.  Let  this  motive,  therefore, 
ferve  to  excite  you  to  prefs  after  further  and  higher  de- 
grees thereof. 

2<Y/j,  We  propofed  to  conclude  this  ufe  of  exhortati- 
on by  giving  fome  directions.  We  might  here,  i.  Offer 
you  fome  general  directions  how  to  attain  this  gofpel 
purity.  2.  Some  iwoxc particular  directions  how  to  mam- 
tain  it. 

[i.]  The  general  direcliuns  we  offer  for  attaining  this 
gofpel  purity,  are  thefe  follow. 

I.  If  you  would  attain  this  gofpel  purity,  O  labour 
to  be  fenfible  of  your  abfolute  impotency^  weaknefs^  and 
inability  for  the  duties  of  religion  :  be  convinced  of  your 
natural  impotency,  and  moral  impotency ;  be  perfuad- 
ed  that  you  are  all  together  without  flrength  ;  and  that 
if  God  would  give  you  a  heaven,  a  paradife,  a  Chrift 
for  one  thought,  you  could  not  command  it ;  no  :  Of 
Gurfelves^  as  ourfelves^  faith  the  apoflle,  even  though  con- 
verted, we  cojinot  think  any  things  1  Cor.  iii.  5.  1  war- 
rant you,  Paul  was  a  better  philofopher  than  many  now- 
a-days,  pretending  to  great  things:  no  doubt  he  knew 
that  the  foul  was  ever  thinking  ;  and  yet,  faith  he,  ojie 
thought  I  cannot  command ;  I  cannot  bring  it  forth,  till 
the  almighty  grace  of  God  do  it.  Let  people  talk  of 
man's  powder  as  they  will ;  and  lay  afide  the  Bible,  which 
is  full  of  argument  to  the  contrary  ;  I  am  fure,  if  they 
have  any  experience  under  heaven,  they  will  find  they 
want  power  to  perform  many  thoufand  duties  which 
God  hath  called  them  to  practife.  The  Arminians  are 
fo  far  convinced  of  this,  that  they  are  driven  to  feveral 
fliifts  ;  and  talk  of  a  remote  power,  and  not  an  immedjate 
power  to  fome  things.  It  is  plain,  that  man,  by  nature, 
is  without  flrength  ;  and  it  is  exprefs  fcripture,  Without 
?nc  ye  can  do  nothings  John  xv.  5.    It  is  faid  to  the  difci- 

VoL.  I.  Iii  pies. 


434         ^^^  Na  ture  and  Excellency 

pies,  already  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  that  without  him  ye  can 
do  nothing ;  much  more  may  it  be  faid  of  all  the  uncon- 
verted. Be  fenfible  of  this  then,  that  you  cannot  be- 
lieve, you  cannot  repent,  you  cannot  pray,  you  cannot 
mortify  fm  of  yourfelves.  And  this  impotency  is  not  on- 
ly a  mere  want  of  power,  but  a  want  of  will :  it  is  a  curf- 
ed  moral  impotency,  a  wilful  impotency. 

2.  Seek  regeneration.  If  you  be  not  good  trees  you 
cannot  bring  forth  good  fruit :  if  you  be  not  converted, 
if  you  be  not  united  to  Chrift,  if  you  be  not  born  again, 
if  you  have  not  the  habit  of  grace,  you  cannot  bring 
forth' o'ood  fruit :  you  muft  be  united  to  the  Son  of  God, 
and  derive  flrength  from  him.  The  foundation  of  gof- 
pel  purity  mufl:  be  laid  in  union  to  Chrifl,  and  a  new 
nature  ;  for,  they  that  are  in  the  flep  cannot  p leaf e  God. 
It  is  true,  that  one  that  knows  himfelf  to  be  in  a  ftate  of 
nature,  is  not  to  negled  duty  and  means ;  fuch  as, 
readinp",  praying,  hearing  the  word  preached,  and  the 
like,  which  God  calls  all  unto :  but  let  none  content 
themfelves  with  thefe  performances,  without  a  new  na- 
nature  ;  for,  as  fure  as  God  lives,  this  way  of  doing 
will  never  bring  you  to  heaven  :  Except  a  man  he  born 
again^  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  ofGod^  John  iii.  3. 
Therefore  cry,  Lord^  create  in  me  a  clean  hearty  and  re- 
new a  right  fpirit  within  me^  Pfalm  li.  10. 

3.  Make  and  keep  friendlhip  with  the  Holy  Ghojl^  if 
you  would  attain  this  gofpel  purity  :  he  is  not  only  call- 
ed holy^  becaufe  of  his  effential  holinefs  ;  for  thus  the 
Father  is  the  holy  Spirit,  and  the  Son  is  the  holy  Spirit : 
but  he  is  called  holy  alfo  for  his  o^ce ;  becaufe  it  is  his 
fpecial  work  to  make  people  holy.  Be  at  friendfliip  with 
tiie  Holy  Ghofl :  do  not  quench  him  ;  do  not  grieve  him  ; 
do  not  refijl  him  ;  do  not  rebel  againd  him  ;  do  not 
withjland  him  in  his  motions,  6^v.  Beware,  left  by  thefe,  j 
or  any  fuch  means,  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  you  be  fet  at  ' 
odds.  O  Sirs,  fliould  you  not  live  near  liim  who  can 
make  you  holy  ? 

[2.]  ^\.\i^  particular  direclions  I  would  offer,  efpecial- 
ly  with  refpeO:  to  the  maintaining  01  this  gofpel  purity,  I 
fliall  fum  up  in  thefe  two  generals,   i.  Kightly  to  ufe  the 
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rule  of  gofpel  purity.  2.  Diligently  to  ply  the  means 
thereof. 

Dired,  i.  In  order  to  the  maintaining  of  gofpel  puri- 
ty, rightly  ufe  the  rule  of  it.  The  rule  of  it  is  the  law. 
If  it  is  afked,  How  are  we  to  ufe  this  rule  f  We  might 
reply.  You  are  to  ufe  it  fairly  and  evangelically. 

(i.)  You  are  to  ufe  this  xwXc  fairly.  If  the  law  do  Its 

proper  work  upon  you,  Sirs,  it  will  drive  you  to  the  gof- 

-  pel  as   a  remedy  ;  and  if  the  gofpel  deal  favingly  with 

you,  it  will  lead  you  to  the  law  as  a  rule :  but  many 

mifplace  this  rule,  and  do  not  ufe  it  fairly. 

1.  Some  judge  of  themfelves  by  the  /W/ of  the  law, 
and  not  by  the  whole  :  they  love  one  part  of  the  law,  but 
not  another ;  and  they  are  fure  to  look  to  that  part  of 
the  law,  that  they  think  .makes  for  them,  and  overlook 
that  part  that  makes  againlt  them  :  but  this  is  not  fair 
dealing ;  for  people  are  to  judge  themfelves  by  the 
whole  of  it.  It  was  the  falfc  mother  that  was  for  divid- 
ing the  child :  fo,  the  falfe  Chriflian  is  for  dividing  one 
part  of  the  law  from  another. 

2.  Some  again  judge  themfelves  by  the  ouffide  of  the 
law,  and  not  the  infide  thereof ;  by  the  letter,  and  not 
by  the  fpirit  of  it.  This  was  the  error  of  the  man  who 
faid,  ^11  thefe  things  have  I  done  from  my  youth  up»  He 
did  not  confider  the  infide  and  fpirituality  of  the  law,  o- 
therwife  he  would  have  cried  out,  with  David,  I  have 
feen  an  end  of  all  perfeBion  ;  but  thy  com?nandment  is  ex- 
ceeding broad :  it  reaches  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  as 
well  as  the  aclions  of  the  life.  And  therefore,  ye  do 
not  ufe  it  fairly,  unlefs  you  make  ufe  of  the  infide  as 
well  as  the  outfide  ;  both  fides  of  the  law. 

3.  Some  again  they  bring  down  this  rule  to  their  prac- 
tice^ but  will  not  bring  up  their  pradice  to  the  ride ; 
and  thefe  do  not  ufe  the  rule  fairly  :  thus  many  make 
God's  law  to  juilify  their  corrupt  pradices  and  fms. 
They,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  exprcffion,  make  a  nofe- 
wax  of  the  law,  and  mould  it  to  their  own  corrupt  fancy. 

4.  Others  again,  they  juftify  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule^  but  do  not  apply  the  rule  before  they  juf' 
tify  themfelves.  They  have  a  good  opinion  of  them- 
felves j  they  are  determined  already  about  their  ftate, 
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before  they  come  to  the  rule  :  they  are  fettled  on  their 
lees,  and  fo  cannot  beheve  a  word  that  the  law  fays  a- 
gainft  them,  becaufe  they  jufllfy  themfelves  before  they 
apply  the  rule.  This  is  not  a  fair  ufmg  of  the  law  :  let 
lis  ufe  it  fairly,  and  look  on  it,'  not  as  many  do,  as  a 
fountain  of  jiijiification^  but  as  the  rule  of  afiion*  And 
this  leads  me, 

(2.)  To  the  other  particular,  viz,  to  ufe  the  rule  of 
gofpel  purity  evangelically.  It  may  poffibly  be  afked. 
How  fh all  vje  ufe  the  rule  evangelically  f  To  this  we  re- 
ply, in  the  following  particulars. 

1 .  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  at- 
tempt not  obedience  to  it  in  your  own  flrength.  Under 
the  covenant  of  works,  indeed,  we  were  to  obey  by  the 
flrength  of  inherent  grace :  But  now  we  are  called  to 
lay  hold  on  Chrift,  as  our  flrength  ;  and  to  obey  by 
the  flrength  of  derived  grace  allifting  us. 

2.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  feek 
not  feace  by  your  obedience  and  fandity  :  when  you 
have  done  all  you  can,  even  through  grace,  you  mud 
go  out  of  your  own  obedience  to  the  obedience  of  ano- 
ther for  peace.  Believers  themfelves  are  often-times  tick- 
led with  their  own  performances,  even  though  they  pro*- 
fefs  to  abhore  jufhification  by  works. 

3.  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  in  a  gofpel  manner,  let 
not  the  duly  the  law  requires,  or  the  difcovery  the  law 
makes,  hinder  you  to  embrace  the  offer  that  the  gofpel 
makes.  The  gofpel  offers  Chrifl  as  a  hufband  ;  the  law 
fiiith.  Thou  art  a  black  fmner,  an  unfit  match  for  fuch 
a  humfband.    The  gofpel  offer  is,  that  you  buy  the  eye- 

fdve,  white  raiment^  and  tried  gold.  The  law  tells  thee, 
thou  had  nothing  to  buy  with.  Now,  you  ufe  the  law  e- 
vangclically,  v/hen  you  fay.  Black  as  I  am,  I  embrace 
the  offer  of  fuch  a  hufband  ;  he  can  make  me  beautiful 
through  his  comelinefs.  Poor  as  I  am,  I  embrace  the 
offer  Oi  his  eyc-falve.  There  is  riches  enough  in  Chrifl 
for  me  ;  and  I  fee  he  invites  me  to  buy  zvithout  moneys  and 
ivtthoiit  price  ;  and  to  take  the  zuater  of  life  freely. 

4-  If  you  would  ufe  the  law  evangelically,  then  look 
not  on  the  law  as  xhc  fountain  of  juflification^  nor  yet  as 
the  fountain  of  flrength  ;  but  only  as  the  fandard  of  duty  : 
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and  therefore  you  will  ufe  it  in  a  gofpel  manner,  if  you 
make  a  conftant  journey  between  Chrifl  and  the  law ; 
looking  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  andjirength^  who  is  the 
fountain  of  both  ;  righteoufnefs,  for  your  acceptance  ; 
and  ftrength,  for  your  ailKtance,  in  every  piece  of  obe- 
dience to  the  law.  Here  is  the  fliort  road  to  glory :  the 
law  forces  the  man  to  Chrifl  to  be  Iheltered  by  him ; 
and  Chrifl  fends  him  back  again  to  the  law  to  be  ruled 
'by  it :  and  the  man,  in  ufmg  this  rule,  looks  to  Chrifl 
in  the  gofpel,  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.  In  a  word, 
let  the  main  flrefs  be  laid  upon  the  gofpel,  efpecially 
when  you  arc  brought  to  an  extremity ;  when  there 
feems  to  be  a  contrariety  between  the  law  and  the  gof- 
pel. When  the  law  fays,  ''Thy  hope  is  perijhed from  ths 
Lord;  and  the  gofpel  faith,  There  is  hope  in  Jfrae I  con- 
cerning thee ;  and  "ihews  the  ground  of  hope  to  be  in 
Chrifl,  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  and  ftrcngih  :  it  is 
fafefl,  in  this  cafe,  to  hearken  mofl  to  the  voice  of  the 
gofpel  ;  for  there  is  a  poliibility  of  falvation  this  way, 
but  not  the  other.  Though  you  fhould  have  no  more, 
but  a  7nay-be  ye  Jlmll  be  hid  ;  venture  upon  the  may-he^ 
upon  the  peradventure  which  the  goipel  affords  :  for, 
hope  is  a  duty,  but  defpair  is  a  fin ;  the  one  honours 
God,  the  other  difliionours  him. 

Dired.  2.  Our  next  direction  is,  diligently  to  ply  the 
means  of  this  gofpel  purity.  We  fliall  offer  a  few  of 
many  that  might  be  mentioned,  and  fo  clofe. 

1.  One  mean  is,  to  live  by  faith  .on  the  Son  of  God ^  by 
deriving  continual  fupplies  of  grace  and  ftrength  from 
him,  faying,  with  David,  I  ivill  go  in  the  flrength  of  the 
Lord^  making  mention  of  thy  right eoifnefs^  even  of  thine 
only^  Pfalm  Ixxi.  16.  Plead,  by  faith,  the  promife  of 
fandlification  ;  that  having  thefe  promife s^  you  may  cleanfc 
yourf elves  from  all  fdthincfs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit, 

2.  Another  mean  is,  to  fct  the  Lord  ahvays  before  you, 
2indfet  a  watch  over  yourf  If  This  was  David's  refolu- 
tion  ;  I  faid  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways.  Security  will 
betray  you  into  the  hands  of  enemies  ;  but,  blejfed  is 
the  fervant  whom  his  Lord ^  when  he  cometh,  fh all  find 
watching, 

3.  Another  mean  is,    to  take  care  of  difcharging  the 
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facred  duties  that  he  calls  you  to.  The  fcripture  gives 
great  encouragement  to  this  ;  They  that  wait  on  the  Lord 
jhall  renew  their  Jlrength,  The  more  that  a  man  minds 
divine  ordinances,  in  fecret,  private,  and  pubHc,  in  o- 
bedience  to  God's  command,  and  dependance  on  God's 
promifc,  the  more  ftrength  fhall  he  receive  to  conquer 
his  fpiritual  enemies,  and  difcharge  his  fpiritual  work. 
God  could  preferve  your  bodies  without  food  j  but  he 
will  not,  when  he  affords  ordinary  means  :  fo,  God 
could  preferve  your  fouls,  without  ordinances ;  but  he 
will  not,  when  he  gives  opportunity  to  enjoy  them. 
Let  me  fay  to  you,  as  Jacob  to  the  patriarchs.  Beheld^ 
I  have  heard t  that  there  is  corn  in  Egypt ;  get  you  down 
thither  and  buy^  that  you  may  live  and  not  die  :  So,  behold 
you  have  heard,  that  there  is  fpiritual  food  in  the  gof- 
pel ;  our  Jofeph  has  his  granary  full  of  corn,  go  you 
thither  daily,  by  facred  duties,  that  you  may  live  and 
not  die :  for,  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead 
bodily.     And  particularly, 

4.  Another  mean  is,  give  yourfehes  unto  prayer  :  the 
praying  Chriflian  is  readily  the  holy  Chriflian.  Pray, 
with  David,  O  that  my  ways  were  direBed  to  keep  thy 
Jlatutes  :  Thy  Spirit  is  good,  lead  me  to  the  land  of  up- 
rightnefs.  By  daily  prayer  in  fecret,  and  in  your  fami- 
hes,  you  may  get  daily  incomes  for  helping  you  to  this 
gofpei  purity. 

5.  Another  mean  is,  0  fet  about  fuhduing  your  predo- 
minant ftns^  through  grace ;  for  fm  doth  greatly  mar  your 
fanftity.  Cafl  the  Jonah  over  board ;  throw  the  Je- 
zebel over  the  window  ;  and  Hone  the  Achan  to  death ; 
and,  for  this  end,  call  in  the  aid  and  aififtance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  for,  if  ye  through  the  Spirit  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body,  ye  floall  live. 

6.  In  a  word.  Labour  to  live  under  a  confiant  fenfe  of 
your  own  fpiritual  wants ^  and  of  the  defeds  of  grace  and 
holinels  ;  and  a  fenfe  of  Chrill's  fulnefs  :  the  perfuafion 
hereof  will  induce  you  to  come  and  receive  out  of  his 

fulnefs^  grace  for  grace, — If  thefs  means  of  gofpei  purity 
are  diligently  ufed,  it  is  more  than  probable  you  fhall 
be  fuccefsful  therein. 

Now, 
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Now,  go  home  ;  and  this  evening  cry  to  the  Lord, 
that  he  would  help  you  to  reduce  the  preaching  into 
practice.  Mind  the  good  man's  faying,  who,  coming 
from  fermon,  was  alked.  If  all  was  done.  He  fetched 
a  deep  figh,  and  faid,  All  was  faid^  hut  all  was  not  done. 
Our  preaching  is  not  praftice  ;  your  hearing  is  not  prac- 
tice :  thefe  are  only  certain  means,  unto  gofpel  practice. 
What  is  your  coming  to  the  church,  on  the  Lord's 
day  ?  It  is  like  fervants  coming  to  their  mafter  in  the 
firft  morning  of  the  week,  and  faying,  "  Now,  tell  us 
"  what  fhall  be  our  week's  work ;  what  ihall  we  do 
"  this  day,  and  the  next  day,  till  the  next  week 
'^  come?"  You  fhould  come  thus  to  Chrifl  to  get  your 
orders ;  for,  if  you  reft  merely  in  the  hearing,  you  con- 
found the  means  with  the  end,  and  overturn  the  nature 
of  things. 

What  do  you  mean.  Sirs  ?  Why  ftand  you  here  all 
the  day  idle  ?  Some  of  you  have  done  nothing  for 
God,  nothing  for  your  fouls,  for  the  generation,  fmce 
you  came  into  the  world.  Perhaps  you  have  treafured 
up  a  curfed  conqueft  for  your  children,  or  for  your 
wife  ;  and  God  may  blaft  it  when  you  are  in  the  grave, 
and  may  puniih  your  children  for  your  fm  ;  your  child- 
ren on  earth,  and  you  in  hell,  at  the  fame  time,  and 
for  the  fame  fm.  What  have  you  done  for  God  ?  what 
have  you  done  for  the  church  of  God  ?  what  have  you 
done  for  advancing  holinefs  in  your  place  ?  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  Chrift  in  your  ftation  ?  Many  of  you  have  done 
nothing  :  fome  of  you  have  done  fornething  ;  but  it  is 
little  :  and  fome  of  you  will  neither  do  nor  let  do  ;  you 
hinder  others  in  the  way  of  religion  and  holinefs. 

O  fee  to  it,  man,  woman !  You  are  no  friends  to 
Chrift  ;  nay,  you  are  enemies  to  him,  if  you  have  no- 
thing of  this  gofpel  purity  that  I  have  been  fpeaking  of. 
O  pray,  pray  that  the  Lord  may  blefs  to  you  what  hath 
been  faid  on  this  fubjed,  for  direfting  you  to,  and  pro- 
moting you  in,  true  gofpel  holinefs  :  and  may  the  Lord 
hear  your  requefts,  and  fulfil  your  defires  ;  and  to  his 
great  name  be  all  the  praife. 

SERMON 
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SERMON      XV. 

P  R  O  V.    XXX.    12. 

^ha-e  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and 
yet  is  not  zvaflocd  fro?n  their  Jilt  hinefs, 

.  [The  eighth  Sermon  on  this  text.] 

TH  E  greatefi:  ilep  towards  Heaven,  is  to  (lep  out 
of  our  own  door,  and  over  our  own  threfhold ; 
to  go  wholly  out  of  ourfelves,  and  wholly  in  to  Chrift. 
Inftead  of  going  abroad,  and  out  of  ourfelves,  by  felf- 
denial,  we  naturally  flay  at  home,  by  felf-conceit  and 
proud  imagination  of  our  own  excellency  :  There  is  a 
generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not 
wajhed  from  their  filt hinefs . 

It  is  idolatry  to  worlhip  an  holy  angel,  as  well  as  a 
curfed  devil.  To  make  our  virtues  our  God,  is  idola- 
try, as  well  as  to  make  our  belly  our  God :  nay,  it  ra- 
ther adds  to  the  idolatry ;  becaufe  that  is  ufed  to  rob 
him  of  his  glory,  which  Ihould  have  brought  him  in  the 
greateft  revenevv^  of  glory.  If  a  man  boafls  of  his  vices 
and  fms,  he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  God,  and  wor- 
fliips  a  devil :  if  a  man  boa-fts  of  his  virtues  and  graces, 
he  pulls  down  the  throne  of  God  with  that  where)\'ith 
he  (hould  build  it  up  j  and  worfnips  a  golden  image,  a 
golden  calf :  yea,  worfl-iips  himfelf,  while  he  truils  in 
liis  ov\^n  beauty  and  purity.  There  is  a  generation  that 
are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  :  and  yet  is  not  waJJoed  from  their 
fiithinefs. 

Having  profecuted  the  tvv'o  firfl:  obfcrvatlons  v/e  took 
notice  of  from  thefe  words,  we  now  proceed  to  the  third 
propofition  v/hich  we  obferved  from  them,  namely, 

DocT.  3.  That  felf-conceit  is  incident  lo  a  multitude  of 
profeffors, 

Manvy  who  are  mofl.  impurcj  look  upon  themfclves 
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as  pure ;  and  labour  under  a  fad  a  woful  delufion,  a 
grofs  and  damnable  miftake,  about  the  Hate  and  cafe 
of  their  immortal  fouls. 

The  method  we  lay  down,  for  profecuting  this  ob- 
fervation,  through  divine  afliltance,  ihall  be  the  follow- 
ing. 

I.  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  doftrine. 

II.  Touch  a  little  at  the  nature  of  felf-conceit. 

III.  Enquire  into  the  grounds ^  caufes^  2LndJprings  of  it. 

IV.  Point  out  the  evil  of  it,    both  in  refpect  of  the 
fmfulnefs  and  danger  of  it. 

V.  Deduce  fome  inferences  from  the  whole. 

I.  The  firft  thing  then  to  be  eflayed,  is,  To  prove 
and  clear  the  truth  of  the-  do6:rine,  viz,  "That  felf-conceit 
is  incident  to  a  multitude  of  profeffors.  This  point  is  evi- 
dent both  from  fcripture  and  experience. 

I.  It  is  clear  from  a  multitude  oi  fcriptures.  Not 
only  the  words  of  the  text,  but  many  other  fcripture 
paffages  confirm  it ;  fuch  as,  Ifa.  Ixv.  5.  Which  fajy 
Stand  by  thyfelf  come  not  near,  for  I  am  holier  than  thou. 
Chap.  Iviii.  2,  3.  T'hey  feek  me  daily ^  and  delight  to  know 
my  zuaySy  as  a  nation  that  did  righteoufnefs,  aud  for/ook  not 
the  ordinances  of  their  God:  they  afk  of  me  the  ordinance 
ofjujlice  ;  they  take  delight  in  approaching  to  God  JVherC' 
fore  have  we  fajled,  and  thou  feejl  not  ?  wherefore  have  we 
affliSled  our  foul,  and  thou  takefl  no  knozvledge  f  They 
were  much  in  duty  ;  much  more  than  the  generality  of 
profeiTors  in  our  day :  but  they  had  an  high  conceit  of 
themfelves  and  their  duties.  Self-conceit  is  felf-deceit ; 
Tor^  if  a  man  think  him f elf  to  he  fomething^  when  he  is  no- 
things he  deceive th  hinifelf  Gal.  vi.  3. :  or,  he  that  con- 
ceiveth  of  bimfelf  highly,  deceiveth  himfelf  greatly. 
How  canfl  thou  fay,  1  am  not  pollute dy  I  have  not  gone  af- 
ter Baalim?  See  thy  zuay  in  the  valley;  kuozv  zuhat  thou 
haft  done,  &c.  Jer.  ii.  23.  Thy  faid  they  were  not  pollut- 
ed;  and  yet  they  are  called  to  fee  their  way  in  the  valley. 
It  is  obferved  by  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap.  viii.  2,  3. 
concerning  Ifrael,  that  they  cry.  My  God^  we  know  thee ; 
and  yet  they  caji  off  the  thing  that  is  good.  Why  are  you 
laying,    My  Cod^    we   know  thee?     You  are  all  mif- 

VoL.  I.  Kkk  taken. 
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taken,  faith  God ;  you  have  neither  part  nor  portion 
in  me.  If  you  confult  the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins, 
Matth.  XXV.  you  will  there  fee,  that  the  foolifli  virgins 
had  an  high  profclhon,  and  very  high  pretenfions  to  re- 
ligion :  they  entertained  an  high  opinion  of  themfelves 
and  their  lamps ;  though  yet  they  had  no  oil  in  their 
veflels.  Yea,  it  is  told  of  many,  Mat.  vii.  22.  that  they 
fhall  fay,  Lord^  Lord,  have  we  not  prophefied  in  thy  name, 
and  in  thy  name  cafl  out  devils y  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonder  fid  works  f  To  whom  Chrift  will  fay,  Inever  knew 
you ;  depart  from  me.  And  here  it  is  plainly  implied, 
that  they  will  exped  to  be  rewarded  with  eternal  blifs 
for  the  fame.  We  are  cautioned  to  this  purpofe ;  Let 
no  man  deceive  himfelf:  if  any  man  a?nong  you  feemeth  to 
he  wife  in  this  world,  let  hi?n  become  a  fool,  that  he  may 
be  wife^  i  Cor.  iii.  18.  If  any  man  think  that  he  knozueth 
any  thing,  he  knoweth  nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know^ 
chap.  viii.  2.  If  any  man  think  himfelf  to  be  fomethi?tg, 
when  he  is  nothings  he  deceiveth  himfeljy  Gal.  vi.  3.  All 
which  fuppofes  that  many  think  fomething  of  themfelves, 
who  yet  are  nothing,  and  are  but  cheating  their  own 
fouls  ;  and  of  all  deceit  this  is  the  moil  terrible. — In  a 
word,  we  find  a  whole  church  labouring  under  this  foul- 
ruining  difeafe  and  diflemper,  naniely,  the  church  of 
Laodicea  ;  Ifhou  fayjl,  I  am  rich,  aud  increafed  with  goods, 
and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knozveft  not  that  thou  art 
wretched,  and  miferahie,  and  poor,  and  blind^  and  naked, 
Rev.  iii.  17. — Is  it  not  plain  from  thefe  fcriptures,  that 
many  look  upon  themfelves  to  be  pure,  who  yet  were 
never  walhed  from  their  filthinefs  ?     But, 

2.  Let  us  next  compare  thefe  fcriptures  with  experi- 
ence. We  may  fee  this  doctrine  abundantly  clear  from 
experience.  Are  we  not  exceeding  ready  to  judge  our- 
felves  better  than  indeed  we  are  ?  And  to  magnify  our- 
feives,  our  flates,  our  virtues,  above  what  they  are  ? 
We  acl  very  differently  in  refpecl  of  our  good  things, 
from  what  we  ad  with  refpecl  to  our  evil.  As  to  our 
fms  and  evils,  we  have  a  trick  of  extenuation,  that 
though  our  lins  be  exceeding  many,  yet  we  can,  like 
the  unjuil  fleward,  write  down  fifty  inftead  of  an  hun- 
dred.    Though  our  fins  be  great,  we  can  leffen  them. 

But, 
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But,  on  the  contrary,  in  our  good  things  or  graces^ 
whether  real  or  fuppofed,  we  have  a  trick  of  aggravation, 
to  make  them  greater  and  more  than  they  are  ;  here 
we  write  an  hundred  for  fifty.  And  here  we  have  the 
art  of  multipHcation.  It  is  with  many,  as  it  was  with 
Simon  Magus ;  they  deceive  themfelves,  as  he  deceived 
the  people  of  Samaria,  A6:s  viii.  9,  i©.  He  made  them 
believe  that  he  was  fome  great  man  ;  yea,  that  he  was 
'the  great  power  of  God:  whereas,  indeed,  he  was  but  a 
bafe  forcerer ;  and  one  that  wrought  lying  miracles  by 
the  power  of  Satan.  So,  many  conceit  themfelves  to 
be  great  men,  to  be  the  dear  children  of  God,  and  that 
the  power  of  Chrifl  dwelleth  in  them j  when,  indeed, 
they  are  nothing  but  Satan's  vaflals. 

Is  it  not  evident  from  experience,  that  many  are  dream- 
ing that  matters  are  well  enough  with  them  ?  They  have 
a  good  heart,  they  think  ;  and  they  trufl  in  God,  they 
fay ;  and  hope  to  be  favcd  as  well  as  others,  that  feem 
to  be  more  ftrid. — Is  it  not  evident  from  experience, 
that  there  are  more  proud  profeflbrs  than  poor  con- 
verts ?  And  hence,  in  a  day  of  trial,  multitudes  of 
profeifors  apoftatife  :  they  are  offended  at  Chrifl  and  his 
crofs  ;  they  fall  off  from  the  faith,  like  leaves  from  the 
trees,  in  the  time  of  harveft.  They  had  only  an  high 
pretence  to  devotion,  and  an  high  conceit  of  themfelves ; 
but  were  never  truly  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  To  touch  a  'ittle 
at  the  nature  of  this  felf-conceit.  Why,  in  general, 
"  It  is  a  falfe  apprehenfion,  whereby  a  man  hath  an 
"  over-weaning  and  over-valueing  of  himieif,  and  his 
"  adions ;  judging  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he 
"  ought  to  do."  This  felf-conceit  may  be  confidered, 
either  as  it  takes  place  in  the  godly ^  who  may  apprehend 
themfelves  to  be  in  a  better  condition  than  they  are  ; 
or  as  it  takes  place  in  the  wicked^  who  may  judge  them- 
felves to  be  in  a  good  condition,  when  yet  they  are  in 
a  bad  one. 

I.  It  maybe  confidered,  I  fay.  with  refpedl  to  the 
godly  ;  they  may  imagine  themfelves  better  than  indeed 
they  are,  when  they  think  their  fmoaking  flax  is  a  blaz- 
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ing  flame ;  when  they  look  at  their  graces  through  a 
magnifying  glafs,  and  think  them  great,  when  indeed 
they  are  but  fmall.  They  may  look  upon  their  own 
graces,  as  parents  upon  their  own  children,  and  think 
them  the  faireft  of  all  others :  James  and  John  feem  to 
be  thus  affeded,  when  Chrifl  tells  them.  Are  ye  able  to 
drink  of  my  cup^  and  to  be  baptized  with  my  baptifm  f 
Matth.  XX.  22.  Yea,  fay  they  ;  We  are  able  :  While 
yet,  alas !  they  were  fcarce  able  to  fee  Chrifl:  drink  that 
cup ;  and  therefore  fled  away  when  it  was  coming 
near.  Thus  Peter  alfo  fcems  to  be  too  high  minded, 
about  his  grace  and  ftrength,  when  he  faid.  Why  cannot 
1  follow  thee  now?  Yea,  'Though  all  men  forfake  thee^  yet 
will  not  L 

2.  It  may  be  confidered  with  refpecl  to  the  iinregene" 
ratc^  and  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly,  who  judge  them- 
felves  to  be  in  a  good  fbate,  when  indeed  they  are  in  a 
bad  one.  And  here  this  felf-conceit  hath  efpecially  thefe 
two  parts,  or  two  things  in  it.  i.  When  men  apprehend 
that  they  want  that  evil^  which  indeed  they  have.  2.  When 
they  imagine  they  have  that  good  which  indeed  they 
want. 

[i.]  When  men  fuppofe  that  they  want  that  evil, 
which  indeed  they  have  ;  or  think  they  are  not  fo  bad 
as  indeed  they  are.  Thus  the  Pharifce  talks  how  free 
he  is  of  common  vices,  Luke  xviii.  11.;  that  he  is  not 
itnjujl^  nor  an  extortioner  :  and  yet  our  Lord  Jefus,  who 
could  not  be  deceived,  charges  that  whole  tribe  with 
manifold  enormities,  Matth.  xiii.  4, — 39*  Luke  xi.  29, 
—44.  and  elfewhere ;  how  they  devoured  widows 
boufes,  through  colour  of  long  prayers ;  by  teaching 
their  children  to  fl:arve  their  own  parents,  to  offer  to  the 
altar  ;  which,  in  effect,  was  jufl:  to  fill  their  purfe.  Here 
was  injuilicc  and  extortion :  and  yet,  becaufe  it  was 
more  covertly  carried  on,  and  not  fo  evident  as  that  of 
the  publicans  and  common  thieves ;  therefore  they  blefs 
themfelves,  as  if  they  had  been  no  extortioners,  no  un- 
jult  perfons.  Thus  many  will  free  themfelves  of  pride; 
Why  ?  Becaufe  they  do  not  exceed  in  their  apparel : 
and  yet  they  may  be  fwelled  with  pride  and  felf-con- 
ceit ^    and  difcover  it  in  many  other  refpects.     Thus 

many 
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many  natural  men  think  themfelvcs  free  of  many  fms 
and  grofs  immoralities,  which  take  place  in  the  genera- 
tion ;  and  fo,  who  more  religious  than  they  ?  They 
think  they  have  not  fuch  and  fuch  corruptions,  becaufe 
they  feel  not  the  powerful  operation  of  them  ;  and  it  is 
only  God's  reilraining  hand,  but  no  renewing  grace, 
that  makes  it  fo  :  but  a  lion  is.  no  lefs  a  lion,  when  in 
fetters,  than  when  he  is  loofe. 

This  felf-conceit,    whereby  men  judge  that  they  are 
not  fo  bad  as  they  are,  it  looks  not  only  thus  to  prcfcnt 
circumflances,  but  it  looks  fometimes  backward^  to  for- 
mer times,  faying,  with  the  Pharifees,  Jf  we  had  lived 
in  the  days  of  our  fathers^    we  would  not  have  murdered 
the  prophets^  Matth.  xxiii.  30.  when  yet  their  bloody  per- 
fecution  of  Chrifl,  difcovered  the  fame  fpirit  to  be  in 
them  :  Even  fo,  riiany  will  fay,  "  Fy  upon  the  perfccu- 
ting  high  priefts,  that  crucified  Chrift !    Fy  upon  Ju- 
das that  betrayed  him !    if  we  had  been  living,   we 
would  have  taken  Chrift's  part  againfl  the  Jev^^s ;  we 
would  have  taken  the  Martyrs  part  againfl  their  per- 
fecutors."    And  yet  their  fpiteful  and  malicious  mind 
againfl  the  people  of  God,  whom  they  miflake,  reproach, 
and  mifreprefent,  fliews  that  they  w^ould  have  been  as 
rcadyj  as  the  forwardefl,   to  execute  all  thefe  villanies 
and  boucheries.     If  one  had  afked  Herod,  concerning 
the  condu6l  of  i^hab  and  Jezebel  towards  Elias,    and 
"what  he  wouid  have  done,  in  the  like  cafe ;  no  doubt 
he  would  have  condemned  them ;    and  declared,    he 
would  never  have  been  guilty  of  the  like  :    and  yet  he 
did  the  fame  thing  to  the  new  Elias,    \yi%,  John  the 
Baptifl,]  that  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Elias  ; 
and  fo  difcovered  that  he  would  have  done  the  fame 
thing  to  the  old  Elias. 

Again,  Sometimes  it  looks  forward  to  future  times, 
faying,  with  Hazael,  when  the  prophet  told  him  he  would 
cruelly  rip  up  the  women  with  child,  and  dafli  their 
children  againfl  the  ftones,  2  Kings  viii.  13.  What!  am 
la  dogf  He  thought  better  of  himfelf  than  that  ever  he 
fliould  break  out  into  fuch  wickednefs.  All  the  fons 
of  Adam  are,  in  their  vitlous  qualities,  worfe  than  dogs, 
bears,    and  tygers  \    and  their  is  no  fm  fo  odious,   to 
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which  we  are  not  inclinable  ;  for,  original  fin  hath  in  it 
the  feed  of  all  other  fins  :  hence  it  is,  that  Chrifl  adref- 
fes  that  admonition,  even  to  difciples,  that  they  take 
heed  of  fiirfeitbig  and  drunkcnnefs^  Luke  xxi.  24.  For 
they  had  in  them  the  common  poifon  of  nature  \  and  fo 
were  obnoxious,  even  to  the  moft  fliameful  and  re- 
proachful evils ;  and  yet  many  think  themfelves  far  e- 
nough  from  thefe  and  fuch  like  enormous  fms.  What! 
am  1  a  dog,  to  do  fo  and  fo  !  Men  perfuade  themfelves, 
through  felf-conceit,  that  their  nature  is  not  fo  far  ve- 
nomed,  that  it  Ihould  break  forth  into  fuch  wickednefs. 
Indeed,  there  may  be  fome  fms  that  we  are  not  fo  much 
tempted  to  as  others :  fo  Luther  faid  of  himfelf,  '  That 
'  he  never  was  tempted  to  covetoufnefs.'  Yet  there  is 
no  fin  but  we  may  both  be  tempted  to,  and,  through 
temptation,  even  fall  into,  if  the  everlafling  arms  do 
not  under-drop :  this  is  fuppofed  in  that  motive  adduc- 
ed, Gal.  vi.  I.  Brethren,  if  any  man  be  overtaken  in  a 
faulty  ye  which  are  fpiritual^  reflore  fuch  an  one  in  the 
fptrit  of  meeknefs  ;  confiderinj^  f^yfi^A  ^^  '^^^  ^^fi  ^^ 
tempted.  We  need  to  fufpeQ:  our  own  hearts,  if  we 
knew  our  nature  ;  however,  they  may  be  tamed  by  e- 
ducation,  civiUty,  good  example,  and  the  like.  As 
you  would  readily  fufped  a  bear,  or  wolf,  or  lion,  or 
any  fuch  like  bead:,  and  be  loth  to  truft  himfelf  to  it, 
thouph  never  fo  well  tamed,  knowing  its  natural  vora- 
cious difpofition  :  even  fo,  He  that  triijleth  in  his  own 
heart,  is  a  fool ;  and  he  that  leaneth  to  his  civn  nnderfland- 
in<T,  is  not  iv'tfe.  Fear  even  thofe  fms  which  ye  leaft 
fiifpeQ:,  and  to  which  you  find  not  yourfelves  fo  prone- 
ly carried. 

["2.]  Another  part  of  felf-conceit  is,  when  they  fup- 
poie  they  have  that  good^  which  indeed  they  w^ant ;  and 
when  they  imagine  themfelves  in  a  goodftate^  when  they 
are  in  a  very.bad,  miferable  one.  This  is  a  very  fad  de- 
ceit ;  }ie  that  thinketh  himfelf  to  be  fomething^  when  he 
is  nolhinq^y  deceiveth  himfelf  Gal.  vi.  3.  And,  as  was 
formerly  obferved,  felf-conceit  is  felf-deceit.  And  here 
we  might  condefcend  on  a  variety  of  perfons  who  thus 
deceive  themfelves. 

(i.)  The  rich  worldling  dccciYClih.  himfelf,  becaufc  of 

his 
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his  outward  profperity  :  but,  though  riches  be  the  gift 
of  God,  yet  we  mud  confider  with  what  God  reaches 
them :  whether  with  the  right-hand,  in  his  love ;  or 
with  the  left-hand  in  his  anger.  I  have  read  of  a  king 
that  heaped  up  riches  upon  thofe  whom  he  mod  heat- 
ed ;  that,  together  with  their  riches,  he  might  crulh 
them  with  a  heavy  burden  of  cares.  God  puts  fome  in- 
to fat  paftures,  that  he  may  feed  them  for  a  day  of 
-Daughter. 

(2.)  Civilians  deceive  themfelves,  and  think  their  ftate 
good,  becaufe  they  live  honeftly  without  fcandal,  faying, 
JVhofe  ox  or  afs  have  I  Jiolen  f  Who?n  have  I  wronged  f 
But,  what  fort  of  a  religion  is  that,  which  confifls  only 
in  honefty  towards  men,  while  there  is  not  alfo  devoti- 
on towards  God  ?  A  negative  and  external  religion, 
without  fomething'pofitive  and  internal,  will  never  bear 
a  perfon  out  in  the  fight  of  God :  Except  your  rlq^hte- 
oufnefs  exceed  the  right eoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari' 
fees,  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 

(3.)  Libertines  deceive  themfelves  ;  even  thefe  who 
turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wantonnefs^  and  apprehend  their 
cafe  to  be  good.  Why,  they  have  been  born  in  the 
church,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  thereof;  they  have 
been  waflied  with  holy  water,  and  fed  with  the  fpi ri- 
tual manna  of  the  word  and  facraments  ;  they  cry,  The 
temple  of  the  Lord:  we  have  gone  to  church  and  heard 
fermons  ;  yea,  we  believe,  fay  they  ;  though  yet  the 
means  of  faith,  the  word,  and  powerful  miniftry  thereof, 
are  what  they  defpife. 

(4.)  The  temporary  believer  deceives  himfelf  with  a 
falfe  faith,  repentance,  and  obedience ;  apprehending 
it  to  be  true  faith,  true  repentance,  true  religion ;  nay, 
hence  concludes  he  fhall  be  faved  :  and  this  is  more 
dangerous  than  the  former,  becaufe  he  thinks  his  ar- 
gument is  certain,  and  agreeable  to  the  word.  And, 
indeed,  his  graces  may  be  fo  like  the  true  believers, 
that  the  moft  difcerning  Chriflan  cannot  diftinguiHi  be- 
tween them  :  although  in  fad  his  faith  fails  both  in  the 
knowledge  and  application  of  it.  It  fails  in  the  knowledge 
of  ii,  in  that  it  is  not  grounded  and  rooted  in  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  the  word  and  Spirit :  and  in  experience,  in  that  it  is 

not 
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not  a  heating  and  warming  knowledge,  working  love  in  the 
heart  to  the  truth  known  :  and  in  that  it  is  not  humble  and 
abating,  making  him  to  loath  and  abhore  himfelf.  Yea,  his 
faith  fails  in  the  application  of  it ;  in  that  the  application  of 
it  is  not  mutual :  the  behever  takes  hold  of  Chrifl,  becaufe 
Chrid  takes  hold  of  him.  True  faith  conflids  with  un- 
belief :  the  believer  finds  much  ado  to  believe,  and  to 
live  by  faith.  The  hypocrite  finds  it  very  eafy :  Satan 
doth  not  try  his  faith  ;  for  he  begat  that  prefumptuous 
faith  in  him.  The  true  believer  believes  againft  fenfe  ; 
and,  like  the  woman  of  Canaan,  can  pick  comfort  out 
of  the  reproachful  name  of  a  dog  :  and,  with  Jonah,  e- 
ven  in  the  whale's  belly,  look  towards  God^s  holy  temple : 
can  fee  heaven  in  the  very  extremity  of  mifery.  But,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  the  temporary  believer's  jolly  confidence 
fails  him.  And  fo  I  might  inftance  how  his  repentance 
and  obedience  fail  him.  But  however,  herein  the  man 
apprehends  his  ftate  good,  while  yet  he  is  in  the  gall  of 
bitternefsy   and  bond  ofiniqi/ity. 

There  are  two  extremes  of  judging  of  ourfelves.  Some 
judge  their  ftate  worfe  than  it  is :  as  when  the  children 
of  God  judge  themfelves  to  be  Satan's  ;  and  their  faith 
to  be  no  faith,  their  repentance  to  be  no  repentance. 
Some,  again,  are  in  the  other  extreme,  and  judge  Z?^//^r 
of  themfelves  than  they  are,  even  to  be  the  children  of 
God,  when  they  are  Satan's  ;  to  have  faith,  when  it  is 
but  prefumption  ;  to  have  religion,  when  it  is  but  hy- 
pocrify.  So  men  may  be  puffed  up  with  a  conceit  of 
knowledge ;  as  of  faith,  repentance,  love,  and  other 
graces :  and  furely,  of  thefe  two,  the  laft  is  moft  dan- 
gerous, as  well  as  the  moft  common  deceit  and  error. 
It  is  better  for  a  good  man  to  think  he  hath  no  faith,  no 
religion  ;  than,  on  the  contrary,  for  an  ill  man  to  judge 
that  he  hath  them  :  for,  to  judge  the  worft  of  ourfelves, 
is  a  mean  to  awaken  us  out  of  fecurity,  and  to  ftir  us 
up  to  make  our  calling  and  eledion  fare ;  but  to  judge 
we  have  grace,  when  we  have  none,  this  lulls  us  afleep, 
and  fends  us  fccurely  to  hell. 

III.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  To  fpeak  of  the 
grounds y  caufcs^    and  fprings  of  this  felf-conceit.     The 

grounds 


and  found  not  *wafhed  from  their  Impurity.     449 

grounds  of  this  great  and  epidemical  diftemper  are  ma- 
ny;  fuch  as, 

1.  The  deceitful  and  defperately  wicked  temper  of  the 
heart ;  for,  l^he  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things^  and 
defperately  wicked^  Jer.  xvii.  9.  As  Jacob  cheated  Efau 
out  of  his  earthly  inheritance  ;  fo  doth  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men  cheat  them  out  of  their  eternal  inheri- 
tance. There  are  many  deceitful  things  in  the  world  ; 
riches  are  deceitful,  favour  is  deceitful,  beauty  is  de- 
ceitful, enemies  are  deceitful ;  but  the  heart  is  deceit- 
ful above  all  things  ;  yea,  above  the  devil  himfelf:  and 
this  doth  in  nothing  more  palpably  appear,  than  in 
making  people  believe  that  they  are  going  to  heaven, 
when  they  arc  going  the  flreight  road  to  hell.  O  Sirs, 
do  not  trufl  your  own  hearts. 

2.  Ignorance  is  another  caufe  of  felf-concelt.  Many, 
through  ignorance,  cannot  diftinguilli  between  good 
and  evil ;  but  take  common  grace  for  faving  grace,  as 
Saul  took  the  devil  for  Samuel.  Many  do  not  know  or 
confider  what  it  is  that  brings  a  foul  to  heaven  ;  that 
they  mud  be  born  again,  and  go  through  the  pangs  of 
the  new  birth,  and  the  hardlliips  of  mortification.  We 
muft  not  think  to  he  in  Delilah's  lap  all  our  days ;  and 
then  betake  ourfelves  to  Abraham's  bofom  when  we  die» 
Ignorance  is  fo  far  from  being  the  mother  of  devotion^  as 
the  papifts  affirm,  that  it  is  the  mother  of  pride  and  pre-* 
fumption.  T^hou  thoughtefl  that  thou  wafi  rich^  and  in- 
creafed  in  goods  ;  Why  ?  Thou  kneweft  not  that  thou  art 
poor^  wretched^  miferable^  hlind^  andnaked^  Rev.  iii.  17. 
Men  are  proud,  becaufe  they  know  not  their  mifery  : 
it  is  impoffible  that  a  man,  who  truly  knoweth  his  mi- 
fery, fliould  be  proud.  True,  the  apoftle  faith,  know- 
ledge puffeth  up ;  that  is,  unfan^lified  knowledge,  no- 
tional knowledge  ;  but  true  knowledge  humbleth  :  and 
none  m.ore  proud  and  arrogant  than  the  brutiihly  igno- 
rant man.  I  will  get  you  an  ignorant  man,  that  will 
truly  imagine  he  can  keep  the  whole  law :  All  theje  things 
have  I  donefro?n  my  youth  up  ;  what  lake  I  yet  f 

3.  Negligence  zwAJloth  is  another  caufe  of  pride  and 
feli-conceit.  Men  are  at  no  pains  to  confider  where 
-their  landing  {hall  be,  when  the  fhadows  of  the  everlaft- 
;     V  o  L.  I,  L  1 1  ing 
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ing  evening  will  be  flretched  over  them.     Truly,  the 
whole  world  are  either  atheifts,   or  down-right  mad : 
either  they  believe  not  that  there  is  a  heaven  and  hell, 
and  that  the  fcriptures  are  the  word  of  God,  whereby 
they  may  know  how  it  is  between  him  and  them :    or, 
if  they  believe  that  there  is  a  God,   an  heaven,  and  an 
hell,  they  are  mad  and  diftraded,  if  they  confider  not 
where  they  are  going. — Spiritual  lleep  and  fecurity  is 
the  great  caufe  of  felf-conceit.     As  natural  deep,    fo 
fpiritual  fleep  is  full  of  dreams  ;   //  fhall  even  be  as  when 
a  hungry  man  dreamethy  and  behold  he  eateth  ;    but  he  a- 
ivaketh.   and  his  foul  is  empty  :  or  as  when  a  thirPy  man 
dreameth^   and  behold  he  drinketh ;    but  he  azuaketh,    and 
behold  he  is  faint ^  and  his  foul  hath  appetite^  Ifa.  xxix.  8. 
A  man  may  dream  of  riches,  and  treafures,  and  crowns, 
and  kingdoms  conferred  of  him,  but  he  awaketh,  and 
no  fucli  matter,  though  he  truly  thought  in  his  dream, 
that  he  was  poirelTed  of  all.     So,  in  fpiritual  fleep,  peo- 
may  have  flrange  dreams ;  they  may  dream  of  heaven, 
and  that  they  have  faith,    and  repentance,  and  Chrift, 
and  falvation,  and  a  crown  of  glory  ;    when,  alas  !    all 
is  but  a  dream  ;  and  the  man  awakes,  either  in  time  or 
at  the  day  of  judgment,    and  finds  himfelf  deceived : 
and  the  fweeter  the  dream,   the  fadder  the  difappoint- 
ment.     For,  as  in  natural  dreams,    it  is  better,   when 
they  are  falfe,  to  dream  of  fearful  things  than  of  joyful : 
as  for  inftance,  it  is  better  for  a  king  to  dream  that  he 
is  a  beggar,    than  for  a  beggar  to  dream  that  he  is  a 
king ;  for  the  king,  when  he  awakens,  his  greaf  is  gone, 
and  his  joy  is  redoubled,  feeing  the  vanity  of  his  dream  ; 
but  the  beggar,  when  he  awakes,  his  joy  is  gone,  and 
his   grief  redoubled,    in   regard  of  the  falfe  joy  of  his 
dream.     So  it  is  in  fpiritual  matters  :   it  is  fafer  to  be 
in  fome  fears  about  our  Hate,    than  to  be  filled  with 
prefumptuous  hopes.     Chrift  tells  us,  that  few  fJjall  be 
faved :    but  if  all  were  faved,  that  dream  they  Ihall  be 
fo,  furely  there  would  be  few  that  (hould  be  damned : 
but,  narrow  is  the  way  that  leads  to  ///>,  and f civ  there 
be  that  find  it. 

4.   Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  Saian^   who  hath 
a  great  hand  herein.     This  is  one  of  the  great  wiles  of 

this 
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this  cunning  fophifter.  He  takes  all  methods  to  deceive 
people :  he  perfuades  them  that  there  flate  is  better  than 
it  is ;  and  makes  them  look  upon  themfelves  as  really- 
good  enough,  and  fafe  enough  :  The  god  of  this  world 
hath  blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not.  While  the 
jlrong  man  armed  keeps  the  houfe^  the  goods  are  at  eafe^ 
And  we  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices ;  he  hath  great 
(kill  in  deceiving  Ibuls.  He  deceived  our  firfl  parents 
-when  fmlefs ;  how  eafily  muft  he  deceive  us  who  are 
fmful  and  ignorant  ?  He  deceived  them,  by  making 
them  think  xhcy  foould  be  as  gods^  to  know  good  and  e- 
vil ;  and  he  deceives  us  by  making  us  think,  that  we 
are  gods^  knowing  all  that  we  need  to  know :  and  fo, 
lifting  them  up  in  pride,  they  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  though  remaining  in  their  impurity. 

5.  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  judging  the  good- 
nefs  or  badnefs  of  our  flate  hy  falfe  rules.  Many  form 
very  erroneous  opinions  and  miilakes  of  a  good  con- 
dition ;  and  they  frequently  miilake  a  bad  flate  for  a 
good  one,  by  reafon  of  the  falfe  rules  by  which  they 
judge  themfelves.  —  Sometimes  they  judge  themfelves 
by  the  opinion  that  others  have  of  them :  they  are  held  in 
reputation  by  others  in  the  world,  who  know  them,  for  per- 
fonsofwifdom,  knowledge,  prudence,  difcretion,  &c.y 
and  accordingly  form  fuch  fentiments  of  themfelves. — 
Sometimes  they  judge  themfelves  by  their  affections^ 
whether  of  hatred  or  love  :  it  may  be  they  hate  fome 
of  the  evils  of  the  day,  and  fome  of  the  fms  of  the 
times ;  and  fhew  fome  zeal  againfl  thefe :  but  Judas 
may  preach  againfl  the  Pharifees,  and  preach  up  Chrifl, 
and  yet  be  a  traitor.  It  may  be  they  have  a  love  to 
the  godly  ;  but  not  becaufe  they  are  godly,  and  for  the 
holinefs  and  purity  they  perceive  about  them. — Some-  ^ 
times  they  judge  by  the  falfe  rule  of  an  erring  confcience  z 
and  many  apprehend  that  matters  are  right  with  them, 
becaufe  of  florms  and  calms  in  the  confcience :  but 
people  may  have  florms  in  the  confcience,  like  Judas  j 
and  calms  in  the  confcience,  like  the  peace  of  juilihca- 
tion  ;  and  yet  it  is  but  carnal  fecurity,  faying,  We  fiall 
have  pcacc^  though  we  walk  after  the  iraaglnation  of  ovr 
own  evil  /^^(2r/j.-— Sometimes  they  judge  by  the  falfe  rule 
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of  the  audience  of  their  prayers.  God  may  hear  the 
prayer  of  people,  with  refped  to  fomc  bleffings  that  they 
need  ;  and  yet  give  Icannefs  to  their  foul. — Sometimes 
perfons  judge  by  the  falfe  rules  of  the  law^  mifunder- 
fhood  :  as  when  they  judge  either  by  a  part  of  the  law, 
or  judge  by  the  outfide  of  the  law,  and  not  the  infide 
and  fpirituality  of  it.  Indeed,  the  application  of  the 
law,  is  one  great  caufe  of  felf-conceit :  fo  it  was  with 
Paul ;  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once  ;  but  when  the 
convimndmeyit  came^  fin  revived^  and  I  died,  Rom.  vii.  9. 
—  Sometimes  perfons  judge  themfelves  by  the  falfe  rules 
of  the  go/pel,  miilaken  ;  fuch  as  that  word.  If  there  be 
a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted ;  which  belongs  only  to  be- 
lievers, that  are  accepted  in  the  Beloved, 

6.  Another  caufe  of  felf-conceit  is  fel fright e 01  fnefs  ; 
Rom.  X.  3.  Being  ignorant  of  God's  righteoufnefs,  and 
going  about  to  eftablijh  their  own  righteoi fiefs,  they  have 
not fibmitted  their  over-proud  conceit  of  their  own  righ- 
teoufnefs :  it  flows  from  their  being  polfeffed  with  a 
leoal  riffhteoufnefs  of  their  own  ;  and  this  makes  them 
fo  proud  and  felfifli,  that  they  will  have  nothing  ado 
with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  God-man. — Some  have  a 
righteoufnefs  of  difpofttion  ;  a  good  natural  temper  that 
they  lean  to,  and  deceive  themfelves  with. — Some  have 
a  righteoufnefs  of  education :  they  have  been  brought 
up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel,  and  have  had  a  good  ex- 
ample ;  and  this  hath  had  much  influence  upon  them, 
to  reflrain  them  from  manv  evils ;  and  this  deceives 
them. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  oiprofefjion,  as  Paul; 
one  of  the  drifted  Pharifees,  of  the  drifted  fide  ;  one 
that  fides  himfelf  with  thofe  who  make  the  mod  fplen- 
did  profefnon. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  o{  intention: 
they  have  good  refolutions ;  All  that  the  Lord  hath  com- 
manded we  will  do. — Some  have  a  righteoufnefs  of  repu- 
icition  :  they  are  of  good  repute  among  others,  and  held 
in  high  edeem  amongd  thofe  of  didinguifhed  abilities. — 
Some  have  the  righteoufnefs  of  refornmtion  :  they  do 
many  things,  and  reform  in  many  particulars,  and  keep 
themfelves  from  many  of  the  groffer  and  more  open 
violations  of  God's  holy  law. — Some  have  *the  righte- 
oufnefs of  common  fpiritual  operations )  common  enligh- 

tenings 
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tenings  and  tajlings  of  the  heavenly  gift ^  Heb.  vi.  $•>  ^^'^ 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  underflanding, 
will,  affections,  confcience,  and  converfation. — In  a 
word,  fome  have  a  natural  righteoufnefs,  a  cradle  faith ; 
they  never  did  any  thing  amifs.  - -Some  have  a  negative 
righteoufnefs  ;  they  are  not  as  other  men.  They  are  not 
guilty  of  this  and  the  other  grofs  violation  of  God's  ho- 
ly law. Some  have  a  pofitive  righteoufnefs ;    they 

'  read,  and  pray,  and  faff,  and  give  alms,  and  attend 
upon  ordinances. —  Some  have  a  cojuparati-ve  righteouf- 
nefs ;  they  imagine  they  are  better  than  others  :  /  am 
holier  than  thou, — Yea,  fome  have  a  fuperlaiive  righte- 
oufnefs ;  they  fay  and  do  their  befl.  And  I  know  not 
how  many  kinds  of  righteoufnefs  might  be  mentioned, 
— Some  have  an  adi-ve  righteoufnefs ;  they  do  what  they 
can:  nay,  they  do  many  things. —  Some  have  a  pa/Jive 
righteoufnefs ;  they  have  fullered  lofles  and  crofles  for 

a  good   caufe,    and  the    fake  of  religion. Upon 

thefe,  and  the  like,  many  profeffors  build  :  and  hence 
they  conceive  highly  of  themfelves,  and  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet,  after  all,  are  not  wafhed  from 
their  jilthinefs, 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  of  the  method,  was, 
to  fpeak  of  the  evil  oi  this  fm  of  felf-conceit.  We  may 
view  this,   i.  More  generally.     1,  More  particularly. 

ly?.  We  may  view  the  evil  of  felf-conceit  more  gene^ 
rally.  Where  felf-conceit  is,  in  its  power,  it  is  an  evi- 
dence and  plain  indication  of  being  2.Jtrangcr  to  religion^ 
and  of  being  a  grofs  hypocrite  :  for,  he  that  Ufteth  up  his 
hearty  is  not  upright^  Hab.  ii.  4.  His  foul  that  is  lifted 
up  in  him,  is  not  upright.  He  that  hath  a  conceit  of  his 
own  purity  and  attainments,  is  but  a  diffembier,  is  not 
what  he  pretends  to  be. 

2<y/)/,  Let  us  take  a  more  particular  view  of  the  evil 
of  felf-conceit.  The  evil  of  it  will  appear  in  thefe  fix  re- 
fpeds.  I.  In  refpeCl  of  ourfelves.  2.  In  refpecl  of  others. 
3,  In  refped  of  Chrifl.  4.  In  refpedl  of  graces.  5.  In  re- 
fpe6t  of  duty.   6.  In  refpecl  of  danger. 

I.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpecl  of 
ourfelves.     Where  felf-conceit  is  in  a  perfon,  there  is 

pride  ; 
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pride ;  and,  you  know,  God  reftfieth  the  proud^  but  he 
giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  Where  felf-conceit  is,  there  is 
carnal  fccuriiy  ;  and,  droufinefs  jhall  clothe  a  man  with 
rags.  Where  it  is,  there  is  contempt  of  means :  Self-con- 
ceit produces  either  a  defpifmg  of  the  means,  or  a  not 
ufmg  of  the  means  that  God  hath  appointed.  The  man 
beinp*  felf-fufScient,  he  is,  in  fome  manner,  above 
means:  the  means  of  grace,  the  means  of  knowledge 
are  undervalued. 

2.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  take  a 
view  of  it  with  refpeft  to  others.  The  evil  of  it  is  fuch, 
that  it  produceth  either  a  contempt  of  others  ;  Blejfed  be 
God,  I  am  not  like  this  man  ;  he  undervalues  them,  and 
looks  down  upon  them,  as  below  him  :  or,  it  produceth 
uncharitahlenefs ,  if  not  contempt.  None  fo  uncharitable 
as  the  man  that  hath  a  conceit  of  himfelf.  I  think  the 
apoftie  Paul  feems  to  hint  at  this.  Gal.  vi.  3.  compared 
with  the  firfl  verfe :  q,  d,  I  know  none  v/ill  Hand  in  op- 
pofition  to  this  duty  of  charitable  carriage  towards  their 
neighbour,  but  thofe  that  are  puffed  up  with  an  high 
conceit  of  thd'mfehves, 

3.  The  evil  of  this  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpeft 
of  ChriJL  Such  people  contefnn  him  ;  and  they  defpife 
his  fulnefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  blood. — They  defpife 
Imfulnefs  for  their  fupply  :  why,  they  are  full  of  them- 
feives  ;  They  are  rich  and  incrcafcd  with  goods,  andjiand 
in  7ieed  of  nothing.  They  come  rich,  and  go  empty  a- 
way. — They  defpife  his  righteoufnefs  for  their  juilificati- 
on  :  while  they  are  puer  in  their  own  eyes,  they  content 
themfelves  with  a  righteoufnefs  fpun  out  of  their  own 
bowels,  out  of  their  ov;n  duties. — They  defpife  his  bloody 
his  Spirit,  his  grace,  for  their  fand:ification  :  why,  a 
perfon  that  thinks  himfelf  already  pure,  will  not  make 
application  to  the  fountain  where  unclean  fouls  are 
made  clean. 

4.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear,  if  we  view  it 
in  refpecl  oi  graces.  The  evil  of  it  is  fuch,  that  it  (lands 
r.i  oppofition  to  every  grace  ;  particularly  to  that  mother 
grace,  humility,  God  giveth  grace  to  the  hu?nble  ;  but  he 
reffeth  the  proud.  Humility  is  fuch  a  grace  that,  with- 
out it,  a  man  cannot  be  a  Chrillian.  Now,  this  pride  is 
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oppofed  to  humility  and  felf-denial,  which  Chriil  in- 
joins  on  all  his  difciples :  it  is  oppofed  to  that  felf-loath- 
ing  that  he  requires.  The  felfilli  man  will  not  be  cover- 
ed with  the  vail  of  bluiliing :  No  ;  he  feldom  takes  a 
look  of  his  failings.  He  looks  more  on  his  beauty  than 
his  defilement.  He  wdll  not  cry  out  wdth  Agur,  in  the 
context,  1  am  more  brutijh  than  any  rnan  ;  I  have  not  the 
under  (landing  of  a  man.  The  motto  of  the  humble  man 
is,  /  ahhore  my/elf^  and  repent  in  diijl  and  afloes.  The 
motto  of  the  felf- conceited  man  is,  God^  I  thank  thee  I 
am  not  like  other  men.  He  looks  on  any  thing  of  attain- 
ment through  a  magnifying  glafs  ;  but  upon  his  fms  in 
a  diminifhing  one. 

5.  The  evil  of  feif-conceit  is  great  in  refpe^:  of  duties. 
The  evil  of  it  will  appear  very  great  if  we  confider  the 
following  particulars,  among  feveral  others. — For  it 
produceth  rajhjiefs  in  adventuring  upon  duty  ;  even  the 
mod  folemn  duty :  becaufe,  being  pure  in  their  own  eyes^ 
they  ftand  upon  no  duty ;  while  the  poor  humble  and 
felf-abafed  creature  is  afraid  left  he  mifmanage  his  work. 

o 

— It  produceth  a  fiipe?-Jicial  performance  of  duty  :  tlio* 
they  think  very  much  of  their  duties,  yet  they  perform 
them  but  overly  ;  for  they  imagine  any  fort  of  fervice 
from  them  is  enough.  And  yet  it  produceth  a  kind  of 
meritorious  opinion  of  their  duties  ;  Wherefore  hav.e  -we 
fajled,  and  thou  fee  ft  not?  zvherefore  have  we  affiitUd  our 
foul^  and  thou  takefl  no  knozvledgey  Ifa.  Iviii.  3,4.  As  if 
God  had  been  faulty,  in  not  taking  notice  of  their  per- 
formances.  -We  might  mention  a  variety  of  other 

things  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

6.  The  evil  of  felf-conceit  will  appear  in  refpe^t  of 
dariger.  The  evil  of  it  is  exceeding  great.  Why  fo  r 
Here  is  great  deceit ;  for,  he  that  thinketh  him  felf  to  be 
fomethinfr,  ivhen  he  is  nothing,  deceiveth  hitnfelf  Gal.  vi. 
3.  'And  this  is  the  w^orfi:  of  all  deceit.  To  deceive  ano- 
ther, is  certainly  a  great  fault :  but  to  deceive  ourfelves ; 
what  a  terrible  evil  is  it !  For  a  man  to  kill  and  deftroy 
another,  is  a  fad  thing  ;  but  to  kill  and  deftroy  him- 
felf,  is  yet  more  dreadful! — The  felf-conccited  perfon 
imagines  he  can  perform  any  duty;  that  he  can  read, 
pray,  communicate,  believe,  repent;  but  he  deceives 
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himfelf. — To  be  deceived  about  earthly  things  is  ill ; 
but  to  be  deceived  and  cheated  out  of  our  hiwiortaljouls^ 
alas  !  that  is  woril  of  all. — When  a  felf-conceited  perfon 
hears  the  threatening,  or  the  promife,  he  mifapplies  all : 
that  threatening,  is  not  to  him,  he  thinks ;  and  yet  that 
is  his  portion  :  that  promife  is  to  him,  he  imagines  ; 
and  yet  he  hath  no  part  in  that  matter. — Again,  as  fuch 
people  are  never  likely  to  get  good  of  ordinances  ;  fo, 
they  are  not  eafily  convinced  of  their  miftake :  and  no 
wonder ;  for  we  are  told,  Jer.  vii.  5.  l^hey  hold  f aft  de^- 
ceif,  when  we  fay  all  we  poUibly  can  fay  to  them.  They 
will  ftill  declare,  that  they  have  a  good  heart  towards 
God,  and  that  they  have  a  great  love  to  Chrift ;  though 
yet  they  never  faw  their  ill  heart,  nor  their  flrong  enmi- 
ty: They  hold  fafi  deceit.  Self-conceited  perfons  will 
come  under  a  fad  df appointment  in  the  ilfue  ;  for,  fear- 
fulnefs  Jhall  furprife  the  hypocrite  in  Zion.  TVho  among  us 
fhall  dzuell  with  devouring  fire  f  zvho  can  abide  with  ever- 
lafling  burning  f  Why  will  they  be  furprifed  with  fear 
and  terror  ?  What  is  the  matter  ?  Why,  they  had  a 
good  hope  of  heaven  ;  and  fo,  the  higher  their  hope, 
the  more  difmal  their  fall  and  difappointment.  Oh  !  how 
many  ride  triumphantly  to  hell  in  a  chariot  of  foul-de- 
flroying  delufion  1  They  imagine  they  are  right  enough, 
and  that  all  is  well ;  while  it  is  quite  other  wife  with 
them. 
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SERMON      XVI. 

PrOV.    XXX.    12. 

There  is  a  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  oivn  eyes  ;  an  d. 
yet  is  not  wa/hed  from  their  fit  hincfs, 

[The  ninth  Sermcn  on  ihls  text.] 

TH I S  text  afTigns  two  or  three  diifercnces  between 
the  godly  and  the  ivicked,    i .  They  diner  from  each 
other  in  their  nt{?nber ;  there  is  ^generation  of  wicked 

men 
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men  and  hypocrites,  a  multitude  of  them  :  whereas  the 
godly  are  but  a  little  flock  ^  an  handful^  a  remnant^  2,  jew, 
2,  They  differ  from  each  other  in  \\\^\x  judgment ;  par- 
ticularly in  their  judgment  about  themfelves.  Wicked 
men  and  hypocrites  are  proud^  and  pure  in  their  own 
eyes  :  whereas  the  godly  are  bumble,  and  vile  in  their 
own  eyes.  3.  They  differ  from  each  other  in  their  real 
qualit.es.  The  wicked  and  hypocritical  generation  are 
'really  vile  and  polluted,  never  wajhen  from  their  fit  bine fs : 
whereas  the  godly  are  purified  in  part,  and  cleanfed  from 
their  filtbinefs  ;  at  leaft,  it  is  their  exercife  to  get  their 
defilement  daily  waflied  away  with  the  blood  of  Chrifl. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  as  felfabafement  and  purity  go 
together  ;  (for,  they  that  are  impure  and  vile  in  their 
own  eyes,  are  a  people  waihed  from  their  filthinefs :)  fo, 
on  the  other  hand,  felf -conceit  and  impurity  go  together ; 
for,  the  generation  that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  are  not 
wafhed  from  their  filthinefs.  The  former  look  upon 
themfelves  as  impure,  and  yet  are  pure  ;  the  latter  judge 
themfelves  pure,  but  are  impure. 

The  doctrinal  part  of  the  fubjedl  having  been  finifhed 
in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  it  remains  now  that  v/e  make 
fome  practical  improvement  of  the  point. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  we  propofed  in  the  method,  was 
the  application  of  the  do<5lrine )  which  we  fhall  effay  in 
feveral  ufes. 

The  firfi  ufe  that  we  make  fhall  be  of  information. 
If  it  be  fo,  as  has  been  affirmed,  T^hat  felf  conceit  is  i?i- 
cident  to  a  multitude  of  profeffors,  then  we  may  infer  the 
f  olio  win  o[  thino-s. 

o  o 

I.  Hence  fee  the  degeneracy  of  our  nature,  by  reafon 
of  the  fall.  Alas !  how  corrupt  is  our  nature  now ! 
The  devil  made  our  firft  parents  fancy,  that  thtj  flwuld 
be  as  gods  ;  and  now  he  makes  men  dream  that  they  are 
as  gods  :  for,  this  felf-conceit  is  a  deifying  of  ourfelves* 
Self  is  the  god  that  we  adore  naturally.  Inftead  of  law- 
ful felf-love,  unlawful  felf-conccit  takes  place.  There 
is  a  lawful  felf-love  injoined  ;  'T^hou  floalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thy  felf :  where,  you  fee,  it  is  our  duty  to  love  our- 
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felves ;  and  then  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves.  And  if 
the  generation  had  a  right  and  lawful  love  to  themfelvcs, 
cither  foul  or  body ;  they  would  not  deflroy  their  bodies 
by  intemperance  and  infobriety,  and  ruin  their  fouls  by 
wilful  hn  and  inipenitency :  but,  inftead  of  lawful  felf- 
love,  finful  felf-love  takes  the  throne.  Self-conceit  and 
lelf-admiration,  felf-will  and  felf-fatisfaction  prevail. 

2.  See  what  is  the  great  tendency  of  true  ^^o//>f//r^<^(:Z'- 
in<? ;  namely,  to  difcover  and  diminifli  2\\  f elf -purity  and 
felf-righteoiifnefs^  that  Chr'ijl  alone  may  be  exalted  :  yea, 
the  defign  of  it  is  to  level  and  dafh  down  all  that  felf- 
conceited  purity,  whereby  people  are  pure  in  their  own 
eyes,  that  it  may  advance  gof pel-purity ,  by  which  we  may 
be  pure  in  GoiTs  fight.     Some  make  a  vafl  noife  about 
preaching  up  good  works,  and  of  their  being  friends  to 
holinefs  and  the  law  ;  while  yet  the  tendency  of  their 
dodrine  may  be  only  to  make  people  pure  and  holy  in 
their  ovvm  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  men  :  but  that  which 
a  gofpel  mlnifler  efpecially  aims  at,  is,  to  get  people 
pure  in  the  fight  of  God.     He  cannot  fatisfy  himfelf 
merely  in  preaching  up  good  works,  and  charity,  piety, 
devotion,  mercy,  tcndernefs,  honefty,  civility,  morali- 
ty, ^c,  which  is  very  commendable,  and  would  to  God 
tliere.  v/ere  more  of  thcfe  ;  but  he  goes  farther,  and  la- 
bours principally  to  get  the  foundation  of  true  holinefs 
laid  in  the  heart,  felt-purity  mortified,  the  principles 
rcdified,  and  Chriil  formed  in  the  heart :  otherwife,  they 
build  without  laying  a  foundation.     It  may  be  obferved, 
with  regret,  that  never  were  tiiere  lefs  morality  amongil 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  than  fmce  fo  many  minifters  laid 
afide  evangehcal  preaching,  and  made  the  inculcating 
moral  duties  their  principal  theme.     And  many  who 
extol  moral  virtues,  are  tlieinfelves  the   moil  immoral 
perfons.     The  Pharifees  fet  up  for  great  friends  to  the 
law,    when  Chrifl  appeared  on  the  ilage ;    and  they 
iiouted  at  him,  as  if  he  had  been  an  enemy  to  good 
works,  when  he  was  telling  them  that  they  were  but 
hypocrites  :  'Think  they,  faith  he,  that  I  am  come  to  de- 
Jiroy  the  law  f    Nay  ;  Except  your  righteoufnefs  exceed  the 
righteoujnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  ye  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God,     Why,  they  were  pure  in  their 
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own  eyes  ;  they  verily  imagined  they  were  friends  to  ho- 
linefs :  yet  they  made  clean  but  the  oiitftde^  and  were  not 
internally  wajhed  frorn  their  filthlnefs.  I'he  doctrine  of 
the  Pharifees  was  much  about  waihings,  and  legal  pu- 
rifications :  Yea,  faith  Chrift  ;  but  I  tell  you,  you  mud 
be  pure  in  hearty  otherwife  you  cannot  fee  God.  Why, 
fay  the  Pharifees,  you  mud  do  good  works,  and  bring 
forth  good  fruits :  Yea,  faith  Chrifl ;  but  make  the  tree 
good,  otherwife  the  fruit  cannot  be  good.  The  princi- 
ples muft  be  changed,  the  nature  renewed,  and  the  foul 
implanted  into  Chrifl :  then,  and  not  till  then,  can  any 
do  what  is  fpiritually  good.  Till  there  be  both  a  fpiri- 
tual  habit  of  grace,  wrought  by  the  efficacious  power  of 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  a  fpiritual  communication  of 
heavenly  influences,  to  excite  that  habit  into  exercife, 
there  can  be  no  pure  act,  no  holy  work  acceptable  to 
God :  and  whatever  dodrine  doth  not  aim  at  this,  it 
comes  fo  far  fliort  of  prefling  holinefs,  that  it  may  indeed 
make  hypocrites  ;  but  can  never  direct  people  how  to 
go  one  flep  beyond  hypocrify  and  felf-conceit :  for, 
without  this  radical  change,  a  man  may  Vv'ell  be  pure  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others ;  but  is  not  pure 
in  God's  eves,  nor  waflien  from  his  filthinefs. 

3.  Hence  fee  the  difference  that  there  is  between  be- 
lievers  and  hypocrites.  The  hypocrite  doth  the  fame 
adion  externally  that  the  found  believer  doth  j  he  may 
pray  and  praife,  and  read  and  hear,  and  what  not. 
What  doth  the  befl  believer  that  I  do  not  ?  faith  the 
hypocrite.  What  can  they  do  but  I  will  do  ?  Yea,  he 
may  exceed  the  believer  in  the  multitude  of  duties. 
But,  behold  !  all  the  while  he  is  a  mafs  of  impurity  and 
pollution  ;  and  only  pure  in  his  ov/n  eyes.  He  may  in- 
deed afted  holinefs,  and  feem  to  be  one  that  is  freed  of 
felf-conceit ;  but  yet  felf  is  flill  his  principle,  and  felf 
{fill  his  end.  Whereas  the  true  believer,  as  fuch,  hath 
no  felf-conceit,  but  what  is  his  burden ;  no  felf-motive, 
but  what  is  his  grief;  no  felf-ends  or  aims,  but  what 
are  his  exercife  either  fooner  or  later.  And,  in  a  word, 
there  is  as  great  a  difference  between  the  moft  refmed 
hypocrite,  and  the  poorefl  believer,  as  there  is  between 
a  painted  image,  and  a  living  man  5  yea,  as  there  is  be- 
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tween  an  angel  of  light,  and  a  devil  transforming  him- 
felf  thereunto. 

4.  Hence  fee  ground  to  lament  this  common  diftem- 
per  and  epidemic  plague  q{  felf -conceit^  that  hath  feized 
the  generality  pf  profeflbrs,  whereby  they  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes.  There  are  few  or  none  that  we  come  to 
clofe  converfe  with,  but  they  would  fain  make  us  believe, 
that  they  are  as  clean  and  pure  as  can  poiTibly  be.  Say 
they,  '  We  are  all  fmners ;  and  who  can  fay  otherwife 

*  but  they  have  fm  about  them  ?  But  God  be  thanked, 

*  I  am  not  guilty  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  grofs  wickednefs ; 
'  you  mufl  not  have  fuch  ill  thoughts  of  me :  I  was  never 
'  a  liar,  nor  a  cheat,  or  a  murderer  :  I  have  always  had 

*  a  liking  to  the  bell  way ;  I  have  a  good  heart,  and  do 
*-  good  duties ;  and  w^herein  I  fail,  I  hope  I  will  be  better.' 
Alas !  Sirs,  profanity  kills  its  thoufands ;  but  delufion 
kills  its  ten  thoufands :  and  this  delufion  kills  its  twenty 
thoufands,  while  they  fancy  themfelves  to  be  right,  and 
in  a  good  condition,  and  yet  are  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs 
and  bond  of  iniquity, — What  is  the  ban  and  difpofition  of 
the  generation  ?  Even  a  fettled  contentednefs  in  their 
fmful  Itate ;  a  prefumptuous  confidence  that  natural  men 
have  of  their  good  condition.  Every  man  is  fo  full  of 
felf-love,  that  he  is  loth  to  pafs  a  fentence  againfl  his 
ov/n  foul ;  loth  to  become  a  judge  and  felf-condemner, 
and  fo  an  executioner  of  all  his  vain  hope  and  falfe  con- 
fidences, that  he  hath  been  building  upon.  —  If  people 
were  once  come  to  fee  their  fmful  ftate,  fo  as  to  cry  out, 
Ob  I  I  am  unclean •,  unclean  !  and  to  fee  their  miferable 
ftate,  fo  as  to  cry  out,  Alas  I  I  am  undone^  undone  I  there 
would  be  more  hope  in  Ifrael  coiicerning  them  :  but  while 
they  are  content  with  their  prefent  condition,  there  is 
BO  hope  of  their  feeking  out  for  another* — Or,  if  any 
happen  to  fee  fomething  of  their  fmfulnefs  and  mifery ; 
yet,  how  doth  their  felf-conceit  lead  them  inftantly  to 
expedt  help  and  fupply  from  their  ownfufficiency :  for  this 
Arminianifm  is  natural  to  us  all.  We  hope,  that  either 
by  our  natural  ability,  common  graces,  or  beautiful 
performances,  we  may  help  ourfelves  out  of  the  horrible 
pit ;  not  knowing  that  we  have  dejiroyed  ourfehes^  and 
that  in  Chriji  only  doth  our  help  lie :    and  therefore  we 
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will  fcramble  for  our  comfort,  and  try  the  utmofl  of  our 
ftrength,  rather  than  be  obhged  to  him  to  help  us ;  and 
confequently  when  the  body  or  confcience  is  brought  to 
trouble,  men  are  fo  ready  to  refolve,  and  apt  to  pro- 
mife  and  profefs  amendment,  faying,  '  O,  I  will  be  a 
'  renewed  man ;  you  will  fee  that  I  will  take  up  myfelf, 
*  and  reform  all  that  has  been  amifs.'  But,  behold ! 
when  their  fear  and  horror  is  over,  all  comes  to  nothing: 
they  either  fall  back  into  the  fame,  or  greater  abomina- 
tions ;  or  elfe  waile  away  into  a  wearifome  formality  and 
hypocrify. 

5.  Hence  we  may  fee  matter  of  comfort  to  all  whom 
the  Lord  hath  humbled  and  feparated  thus  from  a  ge- 
neration of  felf-conceited  fmners,  who  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes.  It  is  ground  of  "comfort,  if  the  Lord  has  killed 
your  pride,  and  made  you  vile  in  your  own  eyes :  for, 
^hus  faith  the  Lord,  the  hi?^h  and  lofty  One,  that  inhabit- 
eth  eternity^  whofe  name  is  holy  ;  I  dzuell  in  the  high  and 
holy  -place y  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  humble  and  contrite- 
fpirity  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the 
fpirit  of  the  contrite  ones,  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  Yea,  'To  this 
man  will  I  look,  faith  the  Lord  ;  even  to  him  that  is  poor^ 
and  of  a  contrite  fptrit,  and  tremhleth  at  my  zuord,  chap. 
Ixvi.  2.  Hath  the  Lord  brought  you  to  the  valley  of 
humiliation  ?  It  is  ground  of  comfort ;  becaufe  he  has 
given  this  valley  of  Achor  for  a  door  of  hope. 

6.  Hence  we  may  fee  matter  of  terror  to  thofe  that 
are  ftill  filled  with  felf-conceit,  and  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes ;  fo  fluffed  with  pride,  and  puffed  up  with 
the  wind  of  felf-confidence,  fuppofmg  themfelves  to  be 
good,  and  honefl,  and  upright,  that  the  word  of  con- 
vidlion  makes  no  impreilion,  but  falls  upon  their  hard 
hearts,  as  water  upon  a  rock,  that  cannot  enter,  nor 
prevail,  nor  profit  at  all.  May  not  this  doctrine  dalli 
the  hopes,  and  fmk  the  hearts,  of  all  haughty  and  hard- 
hearted fmners  ?  If  your  hearts  were  never  humbled, 
God  never  dwelt  there  :  dwell  you  where  you  will,  God 
doth  not  dwell  with  you  ;  for,  though  he  has  refpe^i  to 
the  lowly ^  yet  he  knoweth  the  proud  afar  off-';  yea,  ref/ts 
the  proud.  You  may  be  pure  in  your  own  eyes,  and 
draw  the  eyes  of  others  after  you  j  but  God  will  not 

come 
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come  near  you,  nor  caft  his  eye  towards  you,  but  with 
abhorrence.  Hear  and  fear,  then,  you  that  are  Jiout- 
hearted^  and  far  from  rigbtcoiifnefs  ;  whofe  confciences 
can  atteil,  tliat  the  day  never  yet  dawned,  where  you 
found  not  your  fms  a  pleafure  to  you.  You  are  fo  faf 
from  being  humbled  or  troubled  for  your  fms,  that  it 
is  your  only  trouble  that  you  cannot  commit  them  with 
content,  and  without  controul :  and  you  are  only 
troubled  with  admonitions,  counfels,  commands,  threat- 
nings,  fcriptures,  and  fermons  that  crofs  you. — Know 
for  certain,  if  you  be  never  humbled,  and  broken  for 
your  abominations,  you  mud  burn  lor  them  one  day. 
Your  proud  hearts  were  never  abafed  and  laid  in  the 
duft  ;  and  if  they  remain  fo,  the  Lord  will  ruin  both  you 
and  them. — There  are  a  few  in  the  world,  whofe  hearts 
fail  them,  under  the  weight  of  their  abominations  ;  and 
and  who  he  low  in  the  duft  for  their  fms :  but  you,  being 
fure  in  your  ozun  eyes,  and  never  humbled  for  your  heart 
and  life-abominations,  deride  and  fcorn  thefe  humbled 
and  broken  ones,  and  look  down  upon  them,  with  a 
fupercihous  eye,  as  filly  and  defpicable  men :  But  yet 
a  little  while,  and  you  Ihall  fee  them  exalted  to  glory, 
and  faved  for  ever  ;  when  fuch  felf-conceited,  proud, 
and  prefumptuous  wretches,  as  you  are,  lliall  be  turned 
into  hell !     O  Sirs,  Be  not  high-minded,  but  fear. 

T'hcfeco?id  ufc  that  we  make  of  the  doctrine,  is  for 
dehoridtion  and  caution,  i.  To  the  wicked.  2,  To  the 
godly.     3.  To  all  in  general. 

I.  To  the  wicked  and  ungodly.  Is  this  felf-conceit  fo 
incident  to  a  multitude  of  profejfors  f  O  Sirs,  do  not  draw 
this  inference  from  it,  as  if  there  were  no  real  Chriftians 
in  the  world,  becaufe  many  pretend  to  be  fo,  who  yet 
are  not  fo.  Nay,  God  hatfi  his  own  remnant  in  the 
world ;  his  Nathaniels,  who  are  Ifraelites  indeed,  in 
ivbom  there  is  no  ^uile^  no  allowed  or  unlawful  senile. 
In  the  church  vifible  there  is  a  heap  of  chaff;  but  there 
is  fome  wheat  am.ong  the  chaff.  In  Zion  there  is  a 
heap  of  ftones ;  but  there  are  fome  diamonds  among 
the  ftones.  Though  manv  fatisfv  themfeives  v/ith  a 
form  of  godlinefsy  without  having  the  power  thereof:    yet 

there 
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there  are  fome  to  whom  the  gofpel  hath  conie^  not  in  word 
only^  but  in  power  ;  and  that  underfland  the  power  of 
godlinefs, 

2.  To  the  godly  there  is  this  caution.  Do  not  think 
that  you  ought  not  to  profefs  religiori^  becaufe  lb  many 
profefTors  do  deceive  themfelves,  and  profefs  very  fo- 
lemnly,  who  yet  are  impure  indeed.  The  poifeffion  of 
ChriO:  in  the  heart  is  the  principal  thing ;  but  the  con- 
feflion  of  Chrifl  with  the  mouth  is  alfo  duty :  J^y'ith  the 
heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs  ;  and  zuith  the  tnouth 
confejjion  is  made  unto  falvation,  Pvom.  x.  lo.  Give  not 
over  your  profelTion  of  the  name  of  Chrifl ;  akhough 
many  have  but  a  name  to  Hve^  and  are  dead :  but  endea- 
vour, through  grace,  to  prove  our  profeffion  before  the 
world,  by  your  praftice  -conformed  thereunto ;  and  to 
prove  your  pra6lice  before  God  and  confcience,  by  the 
principle  of  faith,  in  love  to  and  zeal  for  a  God  in  Chrill, 
moving  you  thereunto. 

3.  To  all  in  general.  The  caution  and  dehortation 
we  tender  is,  Seeing  this  abominable  evil  doth  fo  much 
prevail  and  abound,  and  that  mxany  pretend  to  call  them- 
felves  by  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  take  great  titles  to 
themfelvcs  in  the  church  of  Chriii,  and  are  pure  in 
tlieir  own  eyes,  who  yet  are  nought  in  reality;  O  then. 
Sirs,  he  not  high-minded^  hut  fear.  What  reafon  have 
w^e  to  fear,  lelt  we  be  amongft  the  number  of  felf-con- 
ceited  perfons,  and  felf-deceivers  ?  For,  if  we  furvey 
our  hearts,  we  will  find  what  a  high  conceit  of  ourfelves 
we  have  entertained.  Beware  of  this  fin  ;  for  it  is  a 
dangerous  evil,  as  I  have  already  fhev\^n  on  the  dodrinal 
part,  and  might  here  refume,  were  it  not  for  gaining 
of  time. 

The  third  ufe  of  the  fubjecl,  is  for  reproof.  This 
dodrine  reaches  a  reproof  to  all  that  are  pure  in  their 
own  eyes^  v^ndi filed  with felf -conceit. 

I.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  own  perfon. 
They  are  proud,  perhaps,  of  a  white  ikin,  amiable  fea- 
tures, and  a  handfome  ihape  ;  little  remembering  what 
a  few  days  ficknefs  v/ill  produce,  and  that  ail  will  mouU 
der  into  dufl  in  the  iiTuc.     They  that  are  prqud  of  their 

bodily 
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bodily  excellencies,  or  yet  of  their  foul  accomplifliments, 
do  not  duly  ponder,  that  their  body  is  but  a  piece  of 
clay,  and  their  foul  a  piece  of  hell,  by  nature. 

2.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  poffejjlons  and 
attainments  ;  puffed  up  becaufe  they  have  an  opulency 
of  worldly  things,  and  fome  natural  and  acquired  abili- 
ties ;  not  knowing  that  they  are  without  hfe,  without 
light,  without  holinefs ;  yea,  without  God^  and  without 
hope  in  the  world ;  really  poor,  miferahle,  wretched,  hlind^ 
and  naked,  Eph.  ii.  12.  Rev.  iii.  17.  Surely  the  bed  of 
us  w^ant  more  than  we  have. 

3.  Some  have  a  high  conceit  of  their  performances  ; 
while  yet  they  do  little  or  nothing  for  God,  or  for  the 
generation  ;  nothing  for  their  own  fouls ;  nothing  for 
their  families  ;  nothing  for  the  fpiritual  good  of  the 
neighbourhood  that  are  about  them.  They  have  the 
leaves  of  a  profeilion,  the  flowrifli  of  refolutions,  and 
the  appearance  of  fruit ;  but  it  never  ripens  to  a  fpiritu- 
ally  good  work. 

4.  Some  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  own  power  and 
ability  :  they  think  they  can  repent,  they  can  believe, 
they  can  pray,  they  can  meditate,  they  can  mortify  fm 
when  they  pleafe  :  they  think  they  can  communicate  as 
well  as  the  bed ;  they  can  love  God  and  their  neighbour; 
while  yet  they  are  wholly  without  Jirength,  and  can  do 
n'othing;  yea,  are  7iot  fiifficient  of  themf elves,  to  think  any 
thing  as  of  themf elves, 

5.  Some  have  a  high  conceit  of  their  or^'Xi  fufferings , 
as  well  as  doings.  Some  will  fpeak  very  boaftingly  of 
their  fufferino:s  that  thevhave  undero^one,  and  what  oerfe- 
cutions  they  have  endured  for  religion,  and  a  good  caufe; 
and,  perhaps,  think  more  of  thefe  than  they  do  of  Chrift's 
fufferings  for  them  :  but  they  are  not  of  Paul's  difpofiti- 
on  ;  God  forbid,  fa.ith  he,  that  Ifjjould  glory,  fave  in  the 
crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  Gal.  vi.  14. 

Many  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and,  why  ?  Becaufe 
they  judge  amifs  concerning  themfelves. 

(i.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
profcjfion,  their  eminent  profeilion  ;  w^ho  yet  may  be 
curfcd  with  the  barren  fig-tree.  Such  a  iluidy  foundati- 
on many  build  upon,  that  they  take  a  profeilion  of  reli- 
gion 
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gion  for  true  Chriftianity.  What !  fay  they  ;  minifiiers 
talk  of  converfion,  regeneration,  the  new  birth,  and 
we  know  not  what  unintelUgible  things :  but,  God  be 
thanked,  we  are  not  Papifts,  neither  are  we  Atheifls, 
nor  Infidels,  without  the  church  ;  wx  are  within  the 
very  bofom  of  the  church,  and  even  enjoy  the  privileges 
of  the  church.  Alas !  Sirs  ;  miftake  not  your  own  fha- 
dow  for  a  bridge,  and  fo,  venturing  thereupon,  drown 
yourfelves  for  ever. 

(2.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
gifts.  One  may  have  the  gift  of  p^attUng^  and  be  able 
to  fpeak  well  of  religion,  and  recommend  religious 
things ;  and  think,  who  but  he.  Another  may  have 
the  gift  o{  prayer  J  while  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the  grace 
of  it ;  yet  he^may  fuppofe  the  gift  to  be  fuincient ;  and 
being  thus  eminent"  above  many  others,  he  may  think  he 
is  well  enough.  But  gifts  and  graces  are  not  the  fame  : 
many  have  gone  down  to  the  pit  of  hell  with  their  great 
gifts,  and  with  all  their  wifdom  and  learning,  that  they 
yalued  themfelves  fo  much  upon. 

(3.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  of  their 
common  graces^  which  they  miftake  for  faving  graces. 
There  is  many  times  fuch  a  refemblance  between  com- 
mon and  faving  grace,  that  they  take  counterfeit  coin 
for  true,  becaufe  of  its  likenefs  to  it.  As  Saul  took  the 
devil  for  Samuel,  becaufe  of  his  mantle ;  fo  many  take 
a  common  work  of  the  Spirit,  for  the  true  laving  work, 
becaufe  of  its  good  appearance. — In  the  underjlanding 
there  may  be  a  common  illumination^  as  well  as  a  faving 
one,  Heb.  vi.  4. ;  though  there  is  a  vafl  difference  be- 
tween the  two.  For  the  common  illumination  doth  only 
adorn  and  beautify  the  foul ;  but  the  faving  doth  irradi- 
ate, inlighten,  and  warm  the  foul.  The  one  is  inform- 
ing, the  other  is  transforming :  the  one  is  barren,  the 
other  fruitful.  — In  the  confcience^  there  may  be  common 
convictions  and  qualms^  as  Vvxll  as  thofe  that  iiTue  in  faving 
converfion.  Some  may  have  had  fuch  a  work  upon  their 
hearts,  as  that  the  relating  of  it  may  procure  them  ample 
teltirnony  among  minifters  and  Chriiiians  :  and  no  doubt 
but  the  difciples  would  have  given  a  good  teflimony  of  Ju- 
das, before  he  was  difcovered ;  tho'  Chrift  gave  him  none. 

Vol.  I.  Nnn  But 
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But  what  though  we  had  a  teftimonlal  written,  with  an 
ample  recommendation  from  men  or  angels  ;  if  Chrift's 
hand  be  not  at  it,  God  will  reject  it ;  and  the  blefled 
Redeemer  of  finners  will  fay,  /  never  figned  it, —  In  the 
affedi'onsj  there  may  be  common  defires  and  delights^  as 
well  as  fpecial :  there  may  be  falfe  joys  and  forrows, 
like  the  joy  of  the  ftony-ground  hearers  ;  and  like  the 
forrows  of  Efau  for  lofmg  the  birth-right. — Yea,  in  the 
w/7/,  there  may  be  a  common  change^  as  well  as  a  fav- 
ing  one  :  Men  may  take  on  good  refolutions,  and  ftarts 
of  devotion,  as  if  they  would  take  heaven  by  violence  ; 
and  yet  the  will  never  renewed,  or  made  willing  in  the 

day  of  God's  power. O  then,  Sirs,  let  us  take  heed 

that  we  be  not  deceived  in  this  matter. 

(4.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  they  have 
efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world.     They  have,  it  may 
be,  forfiikcn  fome  lins,    that   only  time,  and  circum- 
Itances  changing,  have  tired  them  out  of.     They  may 
imagine,  that  their  abflaining  from  the  grofs  evils  of  the 
generation  is  true  fanclity.     But  there   is  a  two-fold 
fantlification  ;  one  of  thcjle/h,  and  another  of  thQfpi- 
rlt :  I  take  the  former  to  be  an  abitaining  from  grofs  and 
fcandalous  fms,  like  thofe  fpoken  of,  2  Pet.  ii.  20.   They 
may  come  this  length,  and  yet  be  flrangers  to  purity,  or 
true  fanctity  of  heart  or  life.     But  there  is  a  fanclificati- 
on  of  fplrit^  when  God  gives  the  promifed  nezv  heart 
and  nezv  fpirit.     Now,  many  take  the  former  for  the 
latter :  they  take  rellraining  grace  for  renewing  grace. 
God  reflrains  Pagans,  yea,  devils  alio,  from  doing  a 
thoufand  ill  turns,  that  they  would  otherwife  do.    What 
is  the  motive  that  makes  them  abflain  from  thefe  fms  ? 
Is  it  the  love  of  God  ?  or  the  fear  of  God  ?    Nay,  take 
away  public  (liame  and  reproach,  they  would  go  for- 
ward to  all  manner  of  wickednefs :    and  yet  becaufe 
they  are  outwardly  pure,  they  are  ready  to  conclude 
themfelves  innocent.     But,  man  ;  what  though  you  had 
not  a  tongue  ?    yet  you  can  curfe  God  in  your  heart. 
What  though  you  had  not  eyes  ?    yet  you  can  commit 
adultery  in  your  heart. 

(5.)  Some  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe  they  fide 
with  llv^ftricleji  party ^  like  Paul  j  an  Hebrew  of  the  He- 
brews : 
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brews :  But  it  Is  not  fidlng  with  the  truths  though  that 
be  commendable  ;  huih^mgfandified  by  the  truths  that 
will  do  the  bufmefs.  Judas  was  a  fon  of  perdition, 
though  he  joined  with  the  truth  for  a  while. 

(6.)  In  a  word,  many  judge  themfelves  pure,  becaufe 
they  have  no  dif quiet  or  dijiurhance  in  their  confcieiices  ; 
whereas  it  may  be  but  the  devil  that  is  keeping  all  his 
goods  in  peace  :  TVhile  the  flrong  man  armed  keepeth  the 
houfe,  his  goods  are  in  peace,  Luke  xi.  21.  When  the 
Confcience  once  becomes  feared,  or  fopited,  it  ceafes  to 
be  God's  faithful  deputy  ;  and  then  there  is  nothing  but 
an  intire  calm. 

The  fourth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  do^lrine,  is  for 
trial  and  examination.  Well,  Sirs,  O  put  yourfelves  to 
the  trial,  left  you  go  down  to  the  grave  with  a  lie  in 
your  right-hand.  When  God  is  faying,  'There  is  a  ge- 
neration pure  in  their  own  eyes,  yet  not  ivafhed  from  their 
flthinefs  ;  a  generation  of  felf-conceited  people,  that  are 
but  deceiving  themfelves  ;  it  fliould  put  us  to  fay,  Mafler, 
is  it  If  And  if  we  fliould  fufped  ourfelves,  were  it  faid. 
One  of  you  fhall  betray  me;  one  of  you  Ihall  deceive 
yourfelf :  how  much  more  when  it  is  faid,  a  whole  gene- 
ration is  thus  fet  to  deceive  themfelves  about  eternal  fal- 
vation.  Try  if  ever  you  have  been  humbled  for,  and 
delivered  from  this  felf-conceit.  You  may  examine  it 
by  thefe  things  following. 

I .  Try  it  by  the  end  you  propofe  in  doing  any  good. 
aBion^  or  going  about  any  good  duty.  The  proud  felf- 
conceited  man  is  always  vain-glorious  :  How  can  you  be- 
lieve that  fee k  glory  one  of  another  f  faith  Chrift,  John  v.  44. 
The  man  feeks-his  own  praife  and  appl?.ufe  :  thus  Jehu, 
as  you  may  fee,  2  Kings  x.  15,  16.  Is  thy  heart  right  as 
mine  f  faith  he  to  Jehonadab.  Wliereas  the  humble  man 
hath  always  a  better  conceit  of  another  perfon's  heart 
than  of  his  own,  being  always  fufpicious  of  himfelf ;  and 
fo  would  rather  fay,  when  he  meets  with  one  like  Jeho- 
nadab, O !  is  my  heart  right  and  upright  as  his  is.  Again, 
fays  Jehu  to  Jehonadab,  Come  fee  my  zeal  for  the  Lord  : 
yea,  but  true  zeal  defires  not  to  be  fecn  of  any,  but  him 
who  feet h  in  fecret.     If  our  lamp  will  not  burn  without 
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the  oil  of  mens  praife,  it  is  a  fign  that  felf-conceit  hath 
the  predominant.  I  read  of  one,  who,  when  in  a  mo- 
nallry,  failed  whole  days  together  with  eafe  ;  but  in  the 
defart  he  could  not  hold  out  till  noon,  but  his  belly 
would  crave  prelently :  when  he  demanded  the  reafon 
of  this,  he  had  the  following  anfwer  given,  That  in  the 
monaftry,  the  praife  of  man  was  inftead  of  meat  to  him ; 
he  fed  there  upon  it :  which  fuftenance  failing  him,  in 
the  defart,  his  fafting  ftrength  failed  alfo. 

2.  Try  it,  not  only  by  the  end  you  propofe,  in  doing 
good  aftions  ;  viz.  the  glory  of  God,  not  daring  to 
feck  yourfelf,  if  truly  humbled  ;  but  examine  it  alfo  by 
the  manner  of  doing  the  duty  ;  no  daring  to  trufl  your- 
felf, but  affeded  with  a  fenfe  of  your  own  infirmity, 
relling  wholly  upon  the  power  of  God,  to  be  perfeded 
in  your  weaknefs.  Self-conceit  will  venture  upon  any 
duty  without  fear,  faying,  with  Peter,  'Though  all  men 
for  fake  thee^  yet  will  not  L  But  humility  will  venture 
upon  nothing,  without  looking  for  the  promifed  fupply, 
faying,  with  Paul,  I^ot  that  we  are  fufficient  of  our f elves y 
to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves  ;  but  our  fuffciency  is 
of  GoJj  2  Cor.  iii.  5. 

3.  Examine  it  by  the  ijjlie  of  your  religious  duties  ; 
or  your  deportment  after  the  doing  thereof.  Self-con- 
ceit will  take  the  praife  of  the  duty  done,  faying,  with 
Nebuchadnezzar,  Dan.  iv.  30.  Is  not  this  great  Babylon 
that  I  have  built?  But  humility  fends  it  back  to  the  Lord, 
favine,  w^ith  David,  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us  ;  but  to 
ihy  name  be  the  glory ^  Pf:il.  cv.  i. 

But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  allied.  Where  will  you  find  a 
man  upon  earth  that  is  not  tainted  with  this  pride  and  fclff 

To  this  it  might  be  replied  ;  thoughts  of  pride  and 
vain-glory  may  rufh  into  the  heart  of  an  humbled  faint; 
yea,  but  they  reft  in  the  heart  of  a  hypocrite.  Again, 
If  the  faint  fees  himfelf,  in  the  doing  of  any  thing,  proud ; 
then  he  is  twice  as  humble  afterward,  becaufe  he  was 
not  humble.  There  may  be  fome  kind  of  humihty  in 
an  hypocrite,  and  fome  remains  of  pride  in  a  faint :  but 
here  is  the  difference ;  the  hypocrite's  humility  makes 
him  proud ;  whereas  the  faint's  pride  makes  him  hum- 
ble.    The  hypocrite's  humility  is  followed  with  pride, 

and 
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and  the  faint's  pride  is  followed  with  humiliation.  The 
hypocrite  is  proud,  becaufe  he  is  humble  ;  but  the  faint 
is  humble,  on  account  of  his  pride.  Thus  Hezekiah's 
heart  was  lifted  up ;  but  it  is  faid  of  him,  2.  Chron.  xxxii, 
•26.  that  he  humbled  himfelf for  the  pride  of  bis  heart.  In 
a  true  behever,  there  is  either  the  fore-humihty,  help- 
ing him  to  do  the  duty  right ;  or  the  after-humilit}', 
exercifmg  him  for  doing  the  duty  wrong,  which  is  the 
moil  fevere  of  the  two.  "  Ke  hath  either,  as  one  faith, 
*'  the  directing  humility,  for  the  right  manner ;  or  the 
"  correcting  humility,  for  the  erroneous  mxanner  of 
"  doing."  If  we  can  follow  the  fway  of  our  own  pride 
and  vain-glorious  affeciions,  without  all  refpect  to  God's 
glory,  and  yet  never  be  truly  humbled  afterwards,  this  is 
evident  hypocrify,  and  an  unconteflable  proof  that  we  have 
not  the  lead  grain  of  hncerity.  And,  indeed,  gofpel- 
fmcerity  is  many  times  more  humbled  for  fuch  mix- 
tures of  defilement  in  duty  than  for  fome  anions  fimply 
evil  in  them.felves. 

4.  Try  this  point  by  yowv  feveriiy  againft  fin  in  your- 
felves.     An  hypocrite  cannot  endure  fm  in  others ;  no, 

not  fo  much  as  a  jnote  in  his  brother's  eye  ;  though  yet 
he  can  endure  a  beam  in  his  own.  A  true  believer  is 
ready  to  throw  the  firfl  flone  at  himfelf;  he  will  be  rea- 
dy to  fay  more  againft  himfelf,  than  any  other  can  fay 
againfl  him :  he  cannot  wank  at  fins  in  himfelf,  nor  in 
his  neareft  and  deareft  relation.  As  he  loves  good  in 
his  greatefl  enemy  \  fo  he  hates  fm  in  his  neareft 
friend. 

5.  Examine  it  by  your  rejoicing  at  the  graces^  and 
grieving  at  the  fins  of  others^  as  well  as  your  own.  The 
man  that  is  pure  in  his  own  eyes,  and  felfifli,  if  he  can 
grieve  for  his  own  fins^  he  is  not  careful  to  grieve  for 
xhcfn  cf  others  .•  this  is  fufpicious,  as  if  he  grieved  not 
for  God's  caufe,  or  for  the  didionours  his  own  fins  hath 
done  to  him. ;  for,  were  he  truly  affected  for  the  offence 
he  himfelf  hath  done  to  God,  tlien  would  he  (>-rieve  ajfo, 
that  the  fins  of  others  diflionour  God  and  ftain  his  glo- 
ry :  but  he  is  grieved  for  his  own  fake,  for  fear  of  fome 
evil  procured  to  himfelf  by  his  fin  ;  which  argues  felf- 
love,  rather  than  love  to  God. — Again,  the  man  that  is 
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pure  in  his  own  eyes,  and  felfifh,  if  he  rejoices  in  his  own 
graces^  yet  not  in  the  graces  of  others  ;  or  when  he  fees 
the  glory  of  God  fet  forth  by  others,  when  he  hath  no 
hand  in  it  himfelf :  he  is  Hke  the  men  of  Ephraim,  fay- 
ing to  Jephthah,  Wherefore  pajfedji  thou  ever  to  fight  a- 
gciinjl  the  children  of  Amnion^  and  didft  not  call  us  f 
Judges  xii.  i.  But  the  humble  foul,  in  whom  felf  is 
broken,  can  rejoice,  and  give  praife  and  thanks  to  hear 
or  fee  that  God  is  glorified,  though  he  himfelf  was  not 
the  indrument  thereof.  This  appears  to  be  the  frame 
of  Paul,  Phil.  i.  8.  Though yo;/?^  preached  Chriji  out  of 
envy  and  vain-glory  ;  yet  for  the  matter  found,  though 
for  the  manner  unfuitable ;  what  was  that  to  Paul,  that 
Chrift  was  truly  preached  ?  Therein^  fays  he,  I  do  rejoice  ; 
yca^  and  laill  rejoice. 

Examine  yourfelves  by  thefe  things  -.judge  and  try  your- 
felves^  that  you  may  not  live  in  the  dark,  and  flill  remain 
uncertain  whether  you  are  in  a  fLate  of  nature  or  grace. 

The  fifth  ufe  that  we  make  of  the  do6lrine,  fhall  be 
for  exhortation,  O  Sirs,  feek  that  the  Lord  would  deli- 
ver you  ixovcx  felf- conceit^  and  proud  thoughts  of  yourfelves. 
Here  we  might  addrefs  three  different  kinds  of  perfons. 
—We  might  exhort  the  proud^  to  receive  a  word  of  ter- 
cr :  but  having  dropt  a  word  of  this  nature,  on  xhtftxth 
inference  on  the  ufe  of  information^  we  fhall  not  here 
infill  hirtlier  upon  it. — We  might  alfo  fpeak  a  word  to 
the  humble^  and  advife  them  to  receive  a  word  of  com- 
fort :  but  having  likewife  infilled  a  little  on  this,  on  the 
fifth  inlerence,  on  the  above  ufe  of  information^  we  fhall 
refer  to  Avhat  was  there  offered. — We  might  addrefs 
ourfelves  to  ail  in  general :  but  as  we  offered  fomething 
oi  this  nature  on  the  third  particular  on  the  fecond  ufe, 
v/z.  ot  caution^  we  fhall  pafs  this  by  at  the  time  alfo. 

It  is  the  eafieff  thing  in  the  world  for  a  man  to  flat- 
ter himfelf,  and  dream  that  he  is  rich^  and  mcreafed  in 
goods^  and  fiands  in  7iced  of  nothing  ;  and  to  think  the 
belt  of  himfelf:  but  yet  nothing  is  more  dangerous.  It 
is  dangerous  to  be  flattered  by  another ;  A  man  that  fiat- 
tcrethbis  neighbour  ^  fprcadcth  a  net  for  his  feet  ^  Prov.  xxix. 
5. :    but  yet  it  is  more  dangerous  to  flatter  ourfelves  ; 

for 
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for  felf-flattery  fpreads  a  net  for  our  fouls  :  and  many 
fouls  are  caught  at  lafl:  in  this  net.  It  is  a  great  evil  for 
a  man  to  deceive  another ;  but  much  more  for  a  man 
to  deceive  himfelf :  even  fo,  it  is  a  terrible  thing  for  a 
man  to  kill  another  ;  yet  it  is  ftill  more  dreadful  for  one 
to  kill  and  deflroy  himfelf.  But  the  evil  and  danger  of 
it  I  opened  before. 

Let  us  take  heed  then,  and  be  jealous  and  fufpicious 
'of  ourfelves,  efpecially  when  we  find  good  conceits  of 
ourfelves  arife  in  our  hearts.  And  that  we  may  not  be 
felf-conceited,  and  pure  in  our  own  eyes,  let  us  take 
thefe  following  direclmis^  by  way  oi  antitode^  with  which 
I  conclude  the  fubjeft. 

Quest.  How  may  a  man  avoid  this  felf -conceit ^  fj^^dg' 
ing  of  bimfelf  better  tban  indeed  be  is  f 

Answ.  The^rji  antidote  againfl  felf-conceit,  is,  "  To 
"  look  well  to  ourfelves,  and  our  foul  faces  in  the  glafs 
"  of  the  holy  law."  Many  may  vainly  imagine  their 
faces  fair  and  clean,  till  they  come  to  look  in  a  glafs  ; 
and  they  no  fooner  look  therein,  but  they  fee  many  fpots 
and  defilements  which  before  they  thought  not  of.  So 
let  us  do  here :  let  us  examine  ourfelves  by  the  law  ; 
examine  what,  and  how  much  the  law  requires ;  and 
how  far  fliort  we  come  of  that  purity,  grace,  and  ho- 
linefs  that  is  there  required ;  and  then  you  will  find  little 
caufe  of  falling  in  love  with  your  Ethiopian  face,  or  dote 
upon  yourfelves,  when  you  fee  that  you  are  fo  ugly  and 
deformed :  a  fight  of  your  deformity  would  keep  you 
from  felf-conceit.  When,  in  the  glafs  of  the  law,  you 
fee  your  own  defiled  and  deformed  vifage  and  monftrous 
ihape,  you  will  find  little  caufe  to  be  enamoured  with 
your  own  beauty.  Men  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,becaufe 
they  do  not  make  ufe  of  this  looking-glafs.  Wben  the 
commandment  came,  and  Paul  faw  himfelf  in  this  glafs, 
then  fin  revived,  and  be  died  to  all  conceit  of  his  own  puri- 
ty. When  you  view  yourfelf  in  this  glafs,  it  v/ill  make 
you  fay  the  quite  contrary  to  the  young  man  in  the 
gofpel,  None  of  all  tbefe  tbings  bave  I  kept  from  my 
youth. 

Th^fecond  antidote  againfl:  felf-concelt,  is,  "  To  takrr 
"  a  look  of  Cbrift's  fair  face  m  the  ghSi  of  the  ^ofpelS' 
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This  would  be  a  mighty  prefervative  :  Beholding  as  in 
a  glafs  the  gloi'y  of  God^  we  are  changed^  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 
When  Job  faw  this  fight,  then  he  crys  out.  Behold^  I 
am  vile ;  no^v^  I  abhore  fnyfelf  and  repent  in  dii/i  and 
aJJ)es,  A  fight  of  Chrifl's  matchlefs  beauty  would  make 
us  loath  our  deformity.  A  fight  of  his  perfed  righte- 
oufnefs,  in  its  glory,  would  make  us  fee  and  be  hum- 
bled for  our  own  guiltinefs  and  fin. — If  a  foul  fac'd  per- 
fon,  who  thinks  himfelf  handfome  enough,  fet  himfelf 
with  a  very  beautiful  perfon  to  look  into  a  glafs  toge- 
ther, the  beautiful  face,  which  he  fees  befide  his  own, 
will  make  him  think  very  little  of  himfelf,  when  com- 
pared with  the  other.  O !  how  infinitely  more,  if,  with 
one  eye,  we  look  at  our  own  deformed  pidure,  and 
with  the  other  at  the  infinite  perfedion  of  beauty  that 
is  in  Chriil !  wt  cannot  but  abhore  ourfelves.  Never 
any  man  faw  Chrifl's  beauty,  but  he  looked  upon  him- 
felf as  a  monfter,  and  fank  into  nothing  in  his  own  con- 
ceit. O  then.  Sirs,  feek  a  light  of  the  glory  of  Chrifl. 
The  third  antitode  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  ''  To  com- 
"  pare  ourfelves  with  thofe  that  are  before  us,  and  not 
"  behind  us."  A  blockhead  is  but  a  blockhead  ftill, 
though  he  hath  more  learning  ftiii  than  a  plowman : 
though,  perhaps,  comparing  himfelf  with  a  clown,  he 
thinks  himfelf  to  be  a  learned  man  ;  but  compare  him 
with  a  learned  man,  and  then,  notwithftanding  his  high 
opinion  of  himfelf,  he  will  appear  but  half  an  idiot.  So 
it  is  here ;  the  civil  honelt  man,  when  he  compares  him- 
felf with  the  fwiniHi  drunkard,  the  foul  adulterer,  the 
prodigious  fv/earer,  he  begins,  in  a  manner,  poor  man, 
to  Saint  himfelf,  as  if  he  v>^as  the  only  man  that  fnould 
be  favcd.  And  thus  the  proud-conceited  Pharifee  raif- 
es  himfelf  on  his  tip-toes,  by  comparing  himfelf  with 
the  publican;  God^  I  thank  thee^  that  I  am  not  as  other 
men^  nor  as  this  publican  :  fo  faith  the  civil  man  ;  I  am 
not  fuch  a  drunkard,  fuch  a  fwearer,  as  fuch  a  man  is  : 
and  fo,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  bad  as  others  that  are 
v/orfe,  hence  they  conceive  themielves  to  be  wonder- 
fully good.  But  now,  the  way  to  meafure  yourfelves, 
IS,  not  to  look  backward^  but  to  look  forward :  not  to 
confider  how  much  you  are  behind  druukards  and  fwear- 
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ers ;  but  to  look  forward,  and  fee  how  far  fhort  you 
are  of  them  who  are  truly  zealous  and  religious,  truly 
godly  and  gracious.  Compare  yourfelves  with  them  ; 
have  you  that  meafure  of  knowledge,  faith,  experience, 
mortification,  zeal,  and  obedience,  which  they  have  ? 
Are  you  as  confcientious  in  fecret  devotion,  and  other 
parts  of  religion  ?  Alas !  how  far  fliort  do  you  come  of 
them  !  And  yet  the  befl  of  them  are  far  fhort  of  what 
they  fliould  be:  and  if  you  be  fhort  of  them,  who  are 
but  fhort-comers  themfelves  ;  how  far  fliort  do  you 
come  !  What  grounds  have  you  to  think  well  of  your- 
felves, who  are  beyond  a  drunkard,  when,  in  the  mean 
time,  you  are  far  fhort  of  a  good  Chriftian  ?  Therefore, 
to  keep  down  this  fpiritual  pride,  look  not  at  publicans, 
but  gracious  perfons.  And  if  you  find  yourfelves  like 
to  fwell  with  this  conceit,  I  am  not  as  this  publican  ;  then^ 
on  the  other  hand,  humble  yourfelves  with  this  medi- 
tation, /  am  not  as  this  gracious  perfon. 

But  fome  will  think,  that  even  gracious  perfons  have 
their  blemilhes  ;  and  fo  they  compare  themfelves,  and 
their  fins,  with  the  grofs  lins  of  Lot,  Noah,  David, 
Peter,  and  other  godly  men  ;  and  fo  flili  they  conceive 
a  good  opinion  of  themfelves,  and  think  ail  is  v/ell. 
But  you  would  confider,  that  the  falls  of  the  godly  did 
ferve  for  their  own  humihty,  and  for  our  warning. 
God  knoweth  how  to  challife  his  own  who  offend,  giv- 
ing repentance  unto  life  and  falvation  :  but  he  will  juli- 
ly  condemn  thofe  who  wittingly  flumble  at  their  falls, 
and  wilfully  ly  in  their  fins,  being  fallen.  We  are  not 
to  follow  the  befl  of  men  in  all  their  anions.  As  the 
cloud  that  guided  the  Ifraelites  had  two  fides,  the  one 
bright  and  iliining,  the  other  black  and  dark ;  fuch  is 
the  cloud  of  the  examples  of  godly  men :  thofe  that  will 
be  directed  by  the  light  fide  thereof,  Ihall,  with  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  pafs  fafely  toward  "the  heavenly  Ca- 
naan :  but  thofe  that  will  follow  the  dark  fide  of  it, 
fliall  perilh,  with  the  Egyptians,  in  the  Rcd-fea  of  de- 
ftruftion. 

•  T\\t  fourth  antidote  againft  felf-conceit,  is,  "  To  think 
"  upon  that  exa«5l  and  ^ndi  judgment  and  ejiitnaie^  that 
"  muft  be  taken  of  vou  at  the  great  day  of  judgment.** 
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Then  muft  you  be  judged,  not  by  what  you  judge  your- 
felves  to  be,  but  by  what  you  are  indeed.  Meditate 
with  yourielves ;  "  Now,  I  am  pure  in  mine  own  eyes ; 
"  I  think  I  may  be  content  with  the  purity  I  have : 
"  but  am  I  now,  and  will  I  then  be  pure  in  God*s  fight, 
"  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  to  penetrate  through 
''  and  try  all  the  mofl  retired  wickednefs,  and  hidden 
''  drofs  and  corruption  which  lies  in  my  heart  and  nature, 
"  thoughts  and  afFedions,  as  well  as  in  my  life  and  ac- 
*'  tions  ?"  Will  you  be  able  to  ftand  that  exquifite  trial 
of  the  impartial  Judge  ?  No,  by  no  means.  The  faith 
and  meditation  of  this  would  mortify  the  elevated  conceit 
you  have  of  yourfelves.  Remember  you  muft  come  to 
judgment. 

In  a  word,  if  you  would  not  die  of  this  difeafe,  then 
tru,^  7iot  your  own  judg?iient  in  your  own  cafe.  He  that 
w^ould  be  wife,  in  the  fcripture  fenfe,  mufl  become  a  fool ^ 
that  be  may  be  wfe^  i  Cor.  iii.  i8.  He  mufl  deny  him- 
fef  and  not  lean  to  his  ozvn  iinderftcmdiJig^  Prov.  iii.  5. 
There  is  pride  of  underflanding  that  takes  place,  both  in 
humbled  fmners,  v/ho  dare  not  come  to  Chrifl ;  and  in 
hardened  fmners,  who  v/ill  not  come  to  Chrifl. 

There  is  a  pride  of  underjianding^  1  fay,  and  a  pride 
of  wifdom^  that  takes  place  in  humbled  {Ydxvtx^^  who  dare 
not  come  to  Chrifl  ?    Why  do  they  not  come  to  Chrifl  ? 
Truly  they  judge  themfelves  fo  vile,    that  they  think 
they  fhould  not  come:  what  pride  is  here  ?    0  /  if  I  was 
pure^  then  I  would  come  I     What  is  the  language  of  this  ? 
If  I  were  pure  and  holy^   then^  you  think,  Chrift  woidd 
love  file.     Indeed,  it  were  Weil,   poor  humbled  foul,  if 
there  be  any  fuch  here  ;  it  were  well  if  you  were  pure 
and  holy  :  but  to  imagine  that  he  will  not  fave  you,  be- 
caufe  you  have  no  goodnefs,  or  worth  in  you,  to  induce 
him  to  love  you,  is  an  evidence  of  the  greatefl  pride  : 
is  it  not  pride  that  you  would  be  at  fomcthing  in  your- 
Iclf,    for  which  Chrifl  fhould  cafl  his  love  upon  you  ? 
But  know,  that  Chrifl  will  fave  you,  not  becaufe  you  are 
good  ;    but  that  he  may  make  you  good  :  not  ebcaufe 
you  are  pure  ;  but  that  he  may  make  you  pure.     And 
therefore,   if  the  fenfe  of  your  imipurity  keep  you  back 
from  coming  to  him,  it  is  but  ftinking  pride.     Though, 

perhaps, 


and  found  not  ivajljedfrom  their  Impurity.     475* 

perhaps,  you  did  not  think  it  was  pride  ;  y^t  it  is  fo  : 
for  though  you  be  vile  in  your  own  eyes ;  yet,  the  thing 
you  would  be  at,  in  this  matter,  is,  you  would  be  pure 
in  your  eyes ;  and  then  you  think  you  would  be  pure 
in  his  eyes  too.  Come  to  Chrift,  though  you  have  no- 
thing ojf  your  own  to  bring  with  you  to  him  ;  for,  you 
mujR:  come  to  him  empty,  and  ftript  of  all  your  own 
proper  good  j  that  you  may  get  all  in  him,  and  from 
him. 

Again,  There  is  a  pride  of  underjlandlng  and  opinion^ 
that  takes  place  'm.  hardened  fmners,  who  will  not  come 
to  Chrift.  They  truft  their  own  judgment  in  their  own 
cafe :  they  are  both  judge  and  party  ;  and  their  judg- 
inent  is  not  according  to  truth  :  for  they  judge  themlelves 
not  to  be  fo  bad  as  they  are.  Yea,  they  are  pure  in 
their  own  eyes :  and  therefore  they  will  not  come  to  Chrift 
to  be  purified,  juftified,  or  fandified  ;  and  fo,  no  won- 
der that  they  are  not  waJJjed  from  their  filthinefs. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  do  not  truft  your  own  judgment, 
in  your  own  cafe.  Let  the  word  of  God  judge  you  : 
and  judge  yourfelves,  not  by  your  own  underftanding, 
but  by  that  word  of  God  that  will  judge  you  at  the  laft 
day. — Examine  yourfelves  by  the  word  :  felf-examina- 
tion  would  bring  down  your  felf-conceit.  And  pray 
that  God  would  fearch  and  try  you,  faying,  with  the 
pfalmift,  Pfalm  cxxxix.  23,  24.  Search  me,  O  God,  and 
know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my  reins  :  and  fee  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  e- 
'verlafling. 
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SERMON     XVIL 

Non-Conformity  to  the  World  in- 
joined  ;  01%  the  Evil  and  T) anger  of 
Symbolizing  with  the  fVicked^  o- 
pened.'^ 

Rom.  xii.  2. 
jB(?  not  conformed  to  this  vjorld, — 

*¥  T  is  the  character  of  the  children  of  God,  that  they 
J^  have  received  not  thejpirit  of  the  worlds  but  the  Spirit 
luhich  is  ofGod^  i  Cor.  ii.  12.  They  are  not  of  the  world, 
even  as  Chrifl  is  not  of  the  world.  But  it  is  the  charader 
of  the  wicked,  that  they  are  the  men  of  the  world,  who 
have  their  portion  in  this  life,  Pfal.  xvii.  14.  Conformity 
to  Chrift  is  the  great  mark  and  character  of  faints ; 
Whom  he  did  foreknozv,  them  he  didpredeflinate  to  he  con- 
formed to  the  image  of  his  Son^  Rom.  viii.  20.  But  con- 
formity to  the  world  is  the  great  charaderiitic  of  Atheifts 
and  wicked  perfons  :  and  therefore  the  apoftle  here  dif- 
fwades  all  the  children  of  God  from  fuch  conformity  ^ 
Be  not  conformed  to  this  world. 

The  apodle  having  at  large  treated  the  foundamental 
doftrines  of  the  Chri^flianity,  in  the  preceding  chapters, 
he  comes  now  in  this  to  prefs  home,  upon  the  con- 
fciencc,  the  principal  duties  thereof.  True  rehgion  is 
not  only  defigned  to  inform  the  judgment  \  but  alfo  to 

*  This  Sermon  \vas  preached  by  our  Author  in  his  own  church 
at  Dunfermline,  in  ihe  year  1723.  And  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Sermon  itfelf,  as  well  as  from  the  place  ilhas  in  the  note-book, 
we  learn,  that  it  was  delivered  immediately  after  thefe  on  Prov, 
XXX.  12.   printed  above,  p.  319.— -This  is  the  fecond  impreffion. 

transform 
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transform  the  heart,  and  reform  the  life.  But  the  foun- 
dation of  Chriftian  pradice  mud  be  laid  in  Chriitian 
knowledge  :  and  hence  the  apoftle,  having  difcourfed,  at 
large,  oi  juflification  by  faith,  through  the  imputed  rtghte- 
oufnefs  ofChrifly  and  of  the  riches  of  free  grace ^  carnal 
wifdom  might  be  apt  to  infer,  l^herefore  we  may  live  as 
ive  lijl,  and  walk  in  the  way  of  our  own  heart  :  No  ;  that 
doth  not  follow  :  the  faith  that  juilifies  is  a  faith  that  ivork- 
' eth  by  love  ;  having  underftanding  how  to  receive  Chrid 
Jefus  the  Lord,  we  come  to  underitand  how  to  walk  in 
him.  Hence  this  chapter  is  joined  to  the  foregoing  dif- 
courfe  by  the  word  therefore-,  1  befeech  you,  therefore, 
brethren :  intimating,  that  the  pradical  application  of 
dodrinal  truths  is  the  life  of  preaching. 

The  firfl  verfe  of  the  chapter  is  a  general  direftion  ; 
and  that  urged  v/ith  the  flrongeil  motives  and  argu- 
ments, and  in  the  molt  affectionate  and  pathetic  man- 
ner :  /  hefeech  you,  brethren j  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that 
you  frefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  accepta- 
ble to  God,  zvhich  is  your  reajonable  fervice.  It  might  be 
ufeful  to  offer  fome  explication  hereof ;  but  it  is  not  what 
I  propofe  at  the  time  ;  and  therefore  I  go  forward. 

The  apoflle  proceeds  to  give  more  particular  direcli- 
ons :  and  that  which  the  text  bears  is  fet  down  both 
negatively  and  pofitively.  Tht  pofiiive  direction  is  lail 
fet  down,  though  liril  in  the  order  of  nature  and  ope- 
ration, before  the  former  ;  Be  ye  transformed  by  the  re- 
nezuing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove,  \_qx  understand]] 
what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfeB  will  of  God, 
Concerning  this  renovation  of  mind,  I  propofe  not  at  pre- 
fent  to  treat ;  efpecially  as  it  is  much  the  fame,  in  other 
words,  with  that  holinefs  and  purity,  or  being  wajh(fd 
from  our  filthinefs,  w^hich  I  inhffed  fo  much  upon  from 
the  lail  text  of  fcripture  we  profecutcd  in  your  hearing  ^, 
— -Now,  the  negative  direftion  is,  Be  not  conformed  to  this 
world.  By  World  here,  we  are  to  underitand  the  men 
of  the  world,  the  wicked  of  the  world,  the  lujis  of  the 
world,  the  way  and  courfe  of  the  v/orid,  &c.  And  by 
not  CONFORMING  thereto,  wc  are  to   underfland,  our 

*  .Alluding  to  the  preceding;  ^ermoras,  from  Prov.  xxx.  u. 

not 
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not  fci/Jjj 072 ing  ourfelves  according  to  the  world.  All  the 
difciples  and  followers  of  Chrift  niufl  be  'Noyi-conformijis 
to  tliis  world,  or  unlike  the  wicked  therein.  And  for 
the  further  explication  of  this  text,  I  fhall  profecute  this 
do6lrinal  proportion. 

Oeserv.  That  the  people  of  God  mufl  not  he  like  the 
wolrdf  or  the  luicked  therein  :  They  mufl  not  be  con- 
formed  to  the  wicked  world. 

The  met"hod  we  propofe  to  obferve,  for  illuftrating 
this  obfervation,  through  fupernatural  aid,  fhall  be  the 
following.  * 

I.  Prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  dodrine. 

II.  Enquire  what  it  is  in  the  world  we  are  not  to  be 
conformed  to. 

III.  Point  out  what  this  difcorformitj  to  the  world  im- 
ports. 

IV.  Give  the  reafons  why  we  are  not  to  be  conformed 
to  the  world. 

V.  Make  application  of  the  whole  fubjed. 

Now,  as  I  fuppofe,  this  fubjeft  is  not  unfeafonable ; 
fo,  I  think,  it  is  not  unfuitable  to  the  lafl  we  infilled  up- 
on from  Prov.  xxx.  1 2. 

Having  of  late,  i.  Spoken  of  the  Father's  exhibiti- 
on cA  Chrift,  faying,  Ivjill  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the 
people.  '2.  Of  the  Spirit's  operation^  in  order  to  his  be- 
ing known  ;  He  f nail  tejiify  of  me,  3.  Of  the  Son's  de- 
claration of  his  own  excellency,  faying,  I  and  my  Father 
are  one.  4.  Of  the  world's  dif approbation  of  this  glori- 
ous perfon,  and  the  harfh  treatment  he  got  among  them  ; 
Behold^  I  and  the  children  which  the  Lord  has  given  me, 
are  for  figns  and  zvouders  in  Jfrael,  5.  Of  the  reason 
why  fo  man^^  even  in  Jfrael^  pour  contempt  thus  upon 
Chrift  and  his  followers ;  why.  There  is  a  generation 
that  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes  ;  and  yet  is  not  wafhedfrom 
their  filthinefs  *.  Here  is  the  fett  of  the  world.  We  now 

*  The  Reader  will  find  x.\\q  Jirji  of  thefe  fubjecls  printed  above 
p.  168.;  x\\t  fourth i  p.  249.;  and  \.\\t  fifth,  p.  319.  They^<r(?»^  and 
third  have  not  as  yet  made  their  appearance. 

come. 
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come,  6.  To  enquire  what  is  our  duty  in  a  fuitabknefs 
to  this,  even  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world, 

I.  The  firft  thing  propofed,  on  the  general  methoti, 
was,  To  prove  and  clear  the  truth  of  the  do6lrine,  i)i%, 
T'hat  the  people  of  God  muft  not  he  like  the  zuicked  zvorld, 
or  conformed  thereto.  We  lliall  prove  this  both  by  fcrip- 
ture  precepts  and  precedents. 

I/?,  There  are  fcripture  precepts^  both  in  the  Old  and 

'New  Teftament,   to   evince  the    truth  hereof:  and  I 

would  have  you  to  confult  them  carefully  in  your  Bible, 

and  there  fee  what  is  the  mind  of  God  to  you  in  this 

matter. 

1.  There  are  Old-Tejiament  precepts  that  injoln  this 
duty ;  fuch  as  thefe,  and  the  like :  Thou  /halt  not  fol- 
low a  multitude  to  do  evih  "Exod.  xxiii.  2.  Enter  not  in- 
to the  path  of  the  zvicked  ;  and  go  not  in  the  way  of  evil 
men;  avoid  them,  pafs  not  by  themy  turn  from  them,  and 
fafs  away,  Prov.  iv.  14,  15.  See  alfo.  Lev.  xviii.  24, 
27.  Deut.  xii.  30,  31,  32.  Pfal.  i.  i.  Prov.  i.  10,  11, 
14,  15,  16. 

2.  There  are  likewife  'New -Teftament  precepts  inforc- 
ing  the  duty  ;  fuch  as  thefe  following  :  And  zvith  viany 
other  words  did  he  teflify  and  exhort,  fiyincr^  Save  your- 
felves  from  this  untoward  generation^  Acts  ii.  40.  This  I 
fay  therefore^  and  teflify  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  henceforth 
walk  not  as  other  Gentiles  zualk,  in  the  vanity  of  their 
inind  ; — Be  not  partakers  with  themy  Eph.  iv.  17.  v.  7. 
Keep  yourfelves  unfpotted  from  the  ivorld^  Jam.  i.  27. 
See  alfo,  Mat.  v.  46.  vi.  31,  32.  Luke  xii.  29,  3c. 
2  Cor.  vi.  15,  16.   I  Their,  v.  5, —  8.  2  Pet.  iii.  17. 

idly,,  There  are  fcripture  precedents  to  influence  us 
not  to  be  conformed  to  the  wicked  world.  I  fliall  in- 
ftance  in  the  following  perfons.  (i.)  In  Noah  ;  Gen. 
vii.  I.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Noah,  Come  thou  and  all 
thy  houfe  into  the  ark  ;  for  thee  have  I  feen  righteous  be- 
fore me  in  this  generation.  (2.)  In  Lot;  2  Pet.  ii.  7,  8. 
And  delivered  righteous  LotyVexedzvith  the  filthy  conver- 
f  it  ion  of  the  zcicked:  for  that  righteous  vian  dzueliing  a- 
mong  them,  in  feeing  and  hearing,  vexed  his  riqjiteous  fouU 
from  day  to  day^  zvith  their  finful  deeds,  (3.)  In  Jofua  ; 
ch.  xxiv.  14.  Andij  it  fcem  evil  unto  you  to  fervethe  Lord, 

choofe 
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choofe  you  thts  day  whom  you  will  ferve,  whether  the  gods 
luhich  your  fathers  Jerved,  that  vjere  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  flood,  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whofe  land  ye 
dwell ;  but  as  for  me^  and  my  houfe,  zue  will  frve  the  Lord, 
(4.)  \n  Nehcmiah  ;  chap.  v.  15.  But  the  former  gover^ 
7iors  that  had  been  before  me,  were  chargeable  unto  the  peo- 
-pie,  an.d  had  taken  of  them  bread  and  wine^  b  e fide  forty  fhe- 
kels  offtlver  ;  yea,  even  their  fervants  bare  rule  over  the 
people  :  but  fo  did  not  /,  becaiife  of  the  fear  of  God.  (5.) 
In  T>a'-oid ;  Pfal.  xxvi.  4,  5.  I  have  not  fat  with  vain  per- 
fans  ;  neither  will  I  go  in  tvith  dlffemblers  ;  1  have  hated 
the  con^remtion  of  evil  doers  ;  and  will  not  fit  with  the 

wicked. 

The  Lord  would  have  his  children  to  act  flat  contrary 
to  the  world,  and  not  be  like  other  men.  That  part  of 
the  Pharifee's  prayer,  Luke  xviii.  1 1.  ^vhereln  he  thanks 
God  that  he  was  not  like  other  men^  was  not  amifs  for 
the  fubftance  of  it,  if  it  had  not  come  from  a  vain-glo- 
rious, proud,  and  lying  fpirit ;  for  he  thought  that  he 
was  better  than  others,  whereas  he  was  woife  than  all  o- 
thers  to  whom  he  preferred  himfelf :  but  yet  every  one 
Ihould  labour  to  be  that  truly,  for  which  he  gave  thanks 
falily  ;  even  not  to  be  like  others.  Others  neglecl  prayer, 
whether  fecret,  family,  or  focial :  others  neglecl  Chrifl, 
and  defpife  his  word  and  inftitutions :  yea,  many  others, 
they  drink,  and  fwear,  and  whore,  and  cheat,  and  de- 
fraud, and  opprefs,  and  lye,  and  break  the  Sabbath, 
and  ^ive  way  to  all  manner  of  impieties  and  immorali- 
ties. Either  they  are  not  fubjed  to  his  law^  and  fo  walk 
in  all  manner  of  wickednefs ;  or  they  are  not  fubjecl  to 
his  <fofpel^  and  fo  will  not  fubmit  themfelves  to  his  righ- 
teoufnefs,  to  be  faved  by  grace  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
Therefore  Vv'e  mud  not  be  like  others.  Others  are  %vith' 
out  ;  and  without  are  dogs.  And,  indeed,  we  find  others^ 
and  without^  are  equivolent  terms  in  fcripture,  Mark 
iv.  II.  'To  you  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfieries  of  the  king- 
dom ;  hut  to  them  that  are  without,  all  is  in  parables. 
And  compared  with  Luke  viii.  10.  To  you  it  is  given  to 
know  the  myfleries  of  the  kingdora  ;  hut  fo  others  in  pa- 
rables.  Mark  hath  it,  tc7?  I  fey,  tothofe  that  are  without ; 
and  Luke  h?uh  it,  to7^  koi-jqI^j  io  others.     Others  then 

I  fay, 
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I  fay,  are  without^  and  belong  not  to  God.  It  is  dan- 
gerous, therefore,  being  with  others ;  for  they  are  with- 
out, and  fhall  be  without :  it  is  better  to  be  within  alone, 
than  without  with  others. — So  much  for  clearing  and 
confirming  the  truth  of  the  dodrine.  We  mull  not  be 
like  the  world. 

II.  The  fecond  general  head  was.  To  enquire  what 
'it  is  in  the  world  that  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to. 
In  fliort  then,  we  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  things 
of  the  world,  the  falhions,  worihip,  principles,  nor  trade 
of  the  world. 

1.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  things  of  the 
Vv^orld  ;  for  they  are  mutable,  and  the  faJJnon  of  them 
paffeth  away.  What  are  the  things  of  the  world  that 
we  muft  not  be  conformed  to  ?  The  apoftle  gives  us  a 
fum  of  thefe  things  ;  ^11  that  is  ifi  the  worlds  the  lufls  of 
the  flejh,  the  lufts  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  li/e,  is  not 
of  the  Father  ;  but  is  of  the  world :  and  the  world  paffstb 
away,  and  the  lufls  thereof y  i  John  ii.  16,  17.  We  are 
fo  far  to  avoid  being  conformed  to  the  fmful  things  of  the 
world,  that,  in  our  feveral  places  and  ftations,  Vv'e  ought 
to  witnefs  againft  them :  nay,  even  in  the  indifferent 
things  of  the  world,  which  are  not  in  themfelves  fmful, 
we  muft  fo  far  not  conform  ourfelves  to  the  manner  of  the 
world  therein,  as  not  to  act  by  the  world's  dictates,  as 
our  rule  ;  not  to  aim  at  the  world's  favour,  as  our  end. 
True  Chriftianity  conhfts  much  in  a  fober  fmguiarlty. 
—Here  we  might  fhew  a  variety  of  things  in  the  world 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  conformed  unto,  or  thirft  after ; 
fuch  as  the  profits,  the  honours,  preferments,  pleafures, 
and  applaufe  of  the  world :  but  Vv^e  infift  not. 

2.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  fafolons  and 
cujloms  of  the  world  ;  iV/3/  fafhioning  ourfelves  according 
to  the  former  lufts,  as  the  apoftle  Peter  fpeaks,  1  Pet.  i.  14. 
There  is  a  novelty  of  difpofttion  prevails,  that  makes 
multitudes  fall  in  with  every  nevv^,  vain  fafliion.  There 
are  vain  fafhions  o{  gefiure,  ways  of  carrying,  that  dtf- 
cover  nothing  but  levity,  and  exprefly  condemned  in 
fcripture,  Ifa.  iii.  16.  There  are  vain  fafliions  of  ap- 
par  el,    inconfiftcnt  with  and  unfuitablc  to  the  rules  of 

V  o  L.  I.  P  P  P  modcfty. 
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inodefly,  that  many  affed ;  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
Ifa.  iii.  185 — 23.  I  Tim.  ii.  9.  i  Pet.  iii.  3.  This  is 
the  epidemical  difeafe  of  both  fexes :  and  even  too  much 
affefted  by  thofe  who  ought  to  be  examplary  to  others 
of  modcfly  and  fobriety.  There  are  vain  and  foolilh 
cufloms,  even  in  matters  o^ religion;  and  many  are  fond 
of  what  is  falliionable,  though  it  be  never  fuch  an  ill 
fafhion.     Hence, 

3.  Wc  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  worjhip  of  the 
world  ;  for  the  world  worfliip  they  know  not  what ;  they 
worfliip  an  unknown  God :  they  worfhip  God  in  a  carnal, 
hypocritical,  and  fuperftitious  way.  But  we  are  to  wor- 
iliip  him  infpirit^  and  in  truth ;  and  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner that  he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  that  we  may 
not  be  puzzled  with  that  queftion.  Who  hath  required 
ihefc  things  at  your  handf  but  may  have  it  to  fay,  "  He 
"  by  whofe  authority  I  do  thefe  things,  is  neither  pope, 
"  nor  prelate,  nor  civil  potentate  ;  but  there  is  my  war- 
"  rant  in  the  word  of  God."     Hence, 

4.  We  m.ufl  not  be  conformed  to  the  traditions  and 
rudiments  of  the  world  ;  Beware  left  any  man  fpoil  you 
through  philofophy,  and  vain  deceit^  after  the  invention  of 
men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the  world^  and  not  after  Chrift, 
Col.  ii.  8.  See  alfo,  ver.  20,  21,  22.  where  God  teach- 
eth  us  our  freedom  from  all  abolifhed  ceremonies,  and 
ri'tual  obfervances  ;  and  that  fubje6tion  to  ordinances  of 
human  invention  and  appointment,  in  the  worfhip  of 
God,  is  highly  blameable,  and  contrary  to  the  freedom 
and  liberty  of  the  gofpel ;  and  an  invading  the  authority 
of  Chrift,  the  Head  of  the  church  :  on  which  account 
we  are  exhorted  to  fiand  faft  in  the  liberty  where%utth 
Chrifi  hath  made  us  free  ;  and  not  to  he  entangled  again 
into  the  yoke  of  bondage.  But  I  muft  here  pafs  many 
things,  which  would  natively  fall  in,  for  want  of  time. 

5.  We  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  principles  of  the 
world.  There  are  many  doclrinal  principles  that  we  are 
not  to  be  conformed  to,  which  would  lead  to  a  large 
field  to  Ij^eak  of  ^:    but  to  confine  myfelf  to  this  point, 

'^'^  The  Reader,  if  he  ple.ifes,  m;jy  fee  fome  c^^  thefe  doi^rbial 
fiinciplcs,  by  confulting  Vol.  IH.  Serm.  XXXVIII.  under  the 
ufc  Oi'Rcproofj  and  Vol.  II.  p,  212,  213, 

namely. 
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namely,  What  are  the  principles  of  the  unrege7ierate  worlds 
Why,  they  are  even  naturally  of  devilijh  and  hellijh 
principles.  By  nature  we  are  all  Arminians,  Pelagians, 
Socinians,  yea,  and  Atheifls,  without  God  in  the  world ; 
and  therefore  fufped  the  principle  that  is  mod  natural, 
and  that  is  moft  eafy  for  you  to  fall  in  with.  Every 
principle  that  favours  corrupt  and  depraved  reafon,  is 
iufpicious  ;  for  the  gofpel  is  a  myflery  that  viciated  na- 
'ture  cannot  fathom. — There  are  political  principles  that 
the  world  is  filled  with.  Many,  for  example,  are  of 
that  principle,  l^hat  it  is  better  to  Jin  than  to  fuffer  ;  bet- 
ter to  make  fuch  and  fuch  compliances,  that  expofe  our- 
felves  to  the  fury  of  men,  or  the  lofs  of  fome  worldly 
fubllance :  better  an  uneafy  confcience,  than  an  empty 
purfe.  Many  are  of  that -principle,  better  a  bird  in  hand 
than  two  in  the  bulh,  as  we  ufe  to  fpeak :  better  a  pa- 
lace in  Paris,  a  portion  in  this  world,  v»^hich  we  fee  and 
have  among  our  hands,  than  a  palace  in  Paradife  :  and 
hence  many  fay.  Who  will  Jhew  us  any  good  f  and  few, 
Lord^  lift  upo7i  us  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  Pfal.  iv.  6. 
We  mull  not  be  conformed  to  the  world  herein. 

6.  We  mufl  not  be  conformed  to  the  practice,  courfe, 
and  way  of  the  world  ;  J'f^herein  in  time  pafl  ye  walked 
according  to  the  courfe  of  this  worldy  according  to  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  worketh  in  the 
children  of  difobedience,  Eph.  ii.  2.  God  would  have 
his  people  ct:ofs  the  world  in  their  life  and  converfation. 
This  was  pointed  out  by  his  forbidding  Ifrael  to  eat  and 
touch  fome  things,  which  other  nations  did  eat  and 
touch  y  and  his  allowing  them  to  eat  what  other  nations 
did  not.  For  example  ;  the  Egyptians  did  eat,  for  the 
mofl  part,  fijh  and  fome  fev/  kinds  of  birds  :  but  of  the 
flefli  of  beajis  they  ate  no  other  but  only  fwines  flefli ; 
and  this  one  kind  of  fiefh  is  diredly  forbidden  the  Jews, 
Lev.  xi.  7,  8.  By  this  was  pointed  out,  that  God  would 
have  a  kind  of  contrariety  between  the  world,  and  fuch 
as  make  a  profeffion  of  his  name  ;  and  that  his  children 
mud  be  as  far  from  the  manners  of  the  world  as  may  be. 
The  way  of  the  world  is  downward  ;  he  will  have  his 
people  to  walk  upward  :  the  courfe  of  this  world  is  hell- 
ward  )    he  v/ill  have  his  people*s  courfe  to  be  heaven- 
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ward :  the  world  walk  in  the  broad  way ;  he  will  have 
his  people  walk  in  the  narrow  way. 

In  a  word,  we  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world 
in  their  thoughts,  words,  actions,  defires,  dehghts, 
love,  joys,  affections,  or  paflions.  But  on  all  thefe 
we  cannot  infill  at  the  time  j  and  mull  therefore  pro- 
ceed, 

III.  To  the  third  thing  propofed,  which  was,  To  fhew 
what  this  difconfonnity  to  the  world  imports.  Not  to 
multiply  particulars,  it  fairly  imports  the  four  following 
things. 

1 .  It  imports  more  than  a  contrariety  to  the  world. 
What  is  faid  of  the  fieih  may  be  faid  of  the  world,  with 
refpeft  to  the  believer.  As  the  flejh  lujleth  againji  the 
Spirit^  a?id  the  Spirit  againji  the  Jiejh  ;  and  thefe  two  are 
contrary  one  to  another :  fo,  the  world  fights  againfl  the 
believer,  and  the  believer  fights  againfl  the  world  ;  and 
thefe  two  are  contrary  one  to  the  other  :  and  this  is  the 
^victory  whereby  he  overco?neth  the  worlds  even  his  faith, 

2.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  zdefpifmg 
of  the  world.  They  that  are  not  conformed  to  the  world, 
are  not  in  love  with  the  world ;  they  are  not  taken  up 
with  the  gaudy  vanities  thereof.  They  that  are  faints 
indeed,  have  got  a  fight  that  makes  the  world  appear 
nothing.  The  natural  fun  fliines  upon  this  world,  and 
enlightens  it :  but  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  when  he 
fliines  upon  the  foul,  darkens  this  earth,  and  all  the  ex- 
cellencies thereof,  and  makes  them  all  appear  but  lofs 
and  dung  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifi, 
Hence  the  believer  doth  not  admire  the  world  :  it  is  not 
filver  and  gold  that  he  calls  true  riches  ;  it  is  not  worldly 
advancement  that  he  calls  honour  ;  it  is  not  carnal  de- 
light that  he  reckons  pleafure  and  happinefs  ;  it  is  not 
human  learning  that  he  efteems  folid  wifdom :  he  can 
be  rich,  honourable,  happy,  and  all  without  them ; 
and  all  in  Chrift.  He  values  worldly  and  earthly  things 
no  more  than  a  picture  drawn  in  fand,  which  the  leafl 
wave  will  wafh  away. 

3.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports  a  forfak- 
ing  of  the  w^orld  j  Forget  alfo  thine  own  people^  and  thy 
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father* s  houfe  ;  fo  Jhall  the  King  greatly  deftre  thy  beauty^ 
Pfalm  xlv.  10,  II.  The  child  of  God  is  made  to  for- 
fake  the  world,  and  to  co?ne  up  from  this  world  leaning 
on  the  Beloved :  this  feems  to  be  the  import  of  that  call 
to  the  church,  Song  iv.  8.  Come  with  vie  from  Lebanon, 
with  me  from  Lebanon  :  look  from  the  top  of  ^mana,  from 
the  top  of  Shenir  and  Hermon  :  from  the  lions  dens,  and 
the  mountains  of  leopards.  We  profefs  to  renounce  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flefli ;  to  forfake  the  world, 
and  follow  Chrift.  Now,  this  forfaking  of  the  world, 
viev/ed  negatively,  it  is  not  to  go  out  of  the  world  by  a 
hafly  deaths  that  were  double  iniquity  j  nor  is  it  to  vow 
a  voluntary  poverty^  as  the  Papifts  do  ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
idle  and  improvident  about  the  things  of  the  world  :  but, 
affirmatively,  to  forfake  tlje  worlds  is  to  do  it  in  point  of 
ufe  :  to  ufe  this  world  as  if  we  ifed  it^  ?2ot  ;  that  is,  mo- 
derately :  to  forfake  it  in  point  of  fervice  ;  we  are  not^ 
to  be  Haves  to  it ;  for,  we  cannot ferve  God  and  Maimnon : 
to  forfake  it  in  point  of  confidence  ;  we  are  not  to  truft 
in,  or  depend  upon  outward  enjoyments :  and  we  are 
to  forfake  it  in  point  of  adherence,  fo  as  not  to  be  glew- 
ed  to  it ;  it  fhould  net  be  like  the  hair  upon  the  head, 
or  Ikin  of  the  hand,  which  cannot  be  pulled  off  without 
pain ;  but  like  a  hat  on  the  head,  or  a  glove  on  the 
hand,  that  we  can  take  off  when  we  pleafe :  we  muff 
keep  a  loofe  grip  of  it.     And, 

4.  This  difconformity  to  the  world  imports,  an  actual 
crucifying  of  the  world  :  God  forbid,  that  I  fhould  glory, 
faith  the  apoftle,  fave  In  the  crofs  of  the  Lord  ^efus  Chrift 
by  whom  the  world  Is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the 
world.  The  world  cares  not  for  me,  and  I  care  not  for 
the  world  ;  the  world  is  dead  to  me,  and  I  am  dead  to 
the  world.     But  I  infift  not,  and  therefore  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  fourth  thing,  which  was.  To  enquire 
why,  or  for  what  reafons^  the  people  of  God  muff  not 
be  conformed  to  the  world.  Why,  in  general,  becaufe 
they  are  of  another  world  :  they  are  fubjeds  of  another 
kingdom ;  they  are  people  of  another  ftate  ;  they  are 
perfons  of  another  principle  ;  they  are  recipients  of  ano- 
ther fpirit )  they  are  direded.by  another  rule  ;  and  they 
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are  aiming  at  another  end,  than  the  reft  of  the  world : 
but  concerning  thefe,  and  other  things  of  this  nature, 
we  will  have  occafion  to  fpeak  upon  more  fully  after- 
wards. We  fhall  onlv,  in  the  mean  time,  obferve,  that 
there  arc  two  greet:  contending  parties,  that  powerfully 
draw  all  men  after  them  ;  namely,  God  and  the  world; 
and  there  is  an  irreconcilable  enmity  between  them : 
thofe  who  are  on  God's  fide,  are  againft  the  world ; 
and  thofe  that  are  on  the  world's  fide,  are  againft  God : 
and  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  the  followers  of  Chrift, 
not  to  take  the  world's  part  againft  him ;  and  confe- 
quently,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world.  When  the 
three  children,  Dan.  iii.  12.  refufed  to  fall  down  and 
worfliip  Nebuchadnezzar's  image.  He  was  full  of  fury, 
end  the  form  of  his  vizage  was  changed  agairtjl  thejn,  ver. 
19.  It  is  fo  with  the  men  of  this  world  ;  if  the  friends 
of  Chrift  will  not  bow  down  and  worftiip  this  golden 
image,  and  join  in  with  the  vanities  and  follies  thereof, 
why  then  the  worldlings  run  mad  at  them.  It  is  true, 
the  world  would  agree  with  the  godly,  if  they  would 
bow  down  to  them :  but  that  they  cannot  do,  they  dare 
not  do  ;  becaufe  the  Lord  forbids  it :  Be  not  conformed 
fo  the  world. 

Now  the  reafons  of  the  dod:nne  may  be  clalTed  under 
thefe  four  heads.  The  children  of  God  muft  not  be  con- 
formed to  this  world.  I.  In  refped  of  God.  2.  In  re- 
fpecl  of  the  world.  3.  In  refpecl  of  their  brethren. 
And,  4.  In  refped:  of  themfelvcs. 

ly?.  In  refpecl  of  God  ;  there  are  many  reafons  might 
be  given,  why  the  people  of  God  are  not  to  be  con- 
formed to  the  world.     For, 

1 .  By  being  conformed  to  the  world,  you  teiiift  God, 
and  lead  yourfclvcs  into  temptation  :  if  any  of  God's 
people  entertain  unnecefl'ary  communion  with  the  wick- 
ed of  the  world,  like  Peter  in  the  high-prieft's  hall,  they 
tempt  God,  to  let  them  fall  into  mifchief,  contrary  to 
liis  exprefs  command,  l^hou  fdclt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy 
God,  They  run  upon  a  dangerous  precipice,  where,  if 
God  take  away  his  hand,  they  may  fall  and  break  all 
tlieir  bones. 

2.  By  being  conformed  to  the  world,  they  fo  far/or- 
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fake  God,  and  fo  forfake  their  own  mercies,  and  run 
into  idolatry :  hence  covetotifnefs  is  called  idolatry ;  for 
it  is  making  the  world  our  God.  Whatever  we  love 
moil:,  and  ferve  moll:,  and  depend  upon  moit,  that  we 
make  our  God  ;  and  fo  do  we  when  we  love,  ferve,  and 
depend  upon  the  world  fo  as  to  jullle  God  out  of  doors. 
But,  why  do  we  dote  upon  the  creature,  or  upon  the 
world  ?  For,  whatever  the  world  hath  of  good,  it  hath 
it  from  God.  Your  food,  raiment,  comforts,  and  con- 
veniencies  in  the  world,  as  they  are  any  way  good  to  you, 
it  is  from  God  :  and  therefore,  if  you  forfake  God,  and 
follow  the  world,  from  a  defire  after  thefe  things,  you 
forfake  the  full  fountain,  and  follow  the  fading  flreams  ; 
you  depart  even  from  the  true  good,  that  is  in  the  world 
itfelf,  while  you  go  to  the  world  for  it.  J\4y  people  have 
cemm'itted  tzvo  great  evils ;  they  have  forjuken  me^  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  them  out  cijlerns, 
broken  ciferns,  that  can  hold  no  water j  Jcr.  ii.  13. 

3.  God  and  the  world  are  at  odds  ;  there  is  a  dif- 
agreement  between  God  and  the  world,  between  Chrift 
and  the  world :  all  the  time  that  Chriil  was  in  the  world, 
it  mocked,  reviled,  oppofed,  and  perfecuted  him,  and 
at  lafl  killed  him ;  and  Chrift,  by  his  life  and  death, 
did  fight  againfl  the  world,  and  overcome  it :  and  he 
hath  put  enmity  between  his  people  and  the  world.  All 
the  prophets,  and  apoftles,  and  faints,  in  all  ages,  have 
been  at  hot  war  with  the  world,  and  contended  with  all 
the  wicked  in  it ;  They  that  forfake  the  law^  praife  the 
wicked ;  butfiich  as  keep  the  law^  contend  with  them^  Pro  v. 
XXV  iii.  4.  They  have  been  7nen  of  contention  in  the  world; 
why  ?  the  world  is  in  arms  againfl  their  God  ;  there- 
fore the  Lord  hath  fworn  that  he  will  have  war  with  it, 
as  with  Amalek,  unto  all  generations ;  and  with  all  who 
fliall  join  it ;  yea,  or  ftand  neutral :  they  are  ciirfed, 
becaufe  they  rife  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againji  the 
mighty^  Judges  v.  23.  Chrift  hath  given  encouragement 
to  his  people,  that  they  fliall  be  more  than  conquerors, 
through  hii\i  who  hath  o'vercome  the  world, 

4.  The  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of  the  world  are 
contrary  ;  He  that  loveth  the  wonld-,  the  love  of  the  Fa- 
ther is  not  in  hinu     God's  work  is,  to  drav/  our  afledi- 
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ons  from  the  world  ;  the  world's  work  is,  to  draw  our 
affedions  from  God  :  and  both  God  and  the  world  feek 
the  whole  man.  If  a  man  defire  to  be  religious,  God 
mufl  have  his  whole  heart :  and  he  through  grace  muft 
give  it,  and  make  a  continual  trade  of  religion  :  if  a 
man  defire  to  be  rich,  the  world  will  oblige  him  to  rife 
early,  and  fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs ; 
yea,  and  employ  his  head  and  heart,  and  all  about  the 
world.  And  therefore  God  and  the  world  cannot  be 
ferved  by  one  and  the  fame  man.  Yea,  the  love  of  the 
world  leads  to  the  hatred  of  God :  becaufe  there  is  a 
contrary  nature  between  God  and  the  world  ;  the  Lord 
is  pure,  the  world  is  polluted ;  the  Lord  is  good,  the 
world  is  evil :  the  Lord  hates  the  world,  though  not  as 
his  creature,  but  as  it  is  our  Lord's  rival,  ufurping  his 
room  in  our  hearts. 

idly^  hi  refpect  of  the  world  itfclf,  many  rcafons  may  be 
given,  why  the  people  of  God  are  not  to  be  conformed 
to  it.  And  here  if  we  view  the  men  of  this  world,  the 
god  of  this  Vv^orld,  and  the  whole  complex  frame  of  it, 
we  will  fee  grounds  and  reafons  why  we  ought  not  to 
be  conformed  thereto. 

I.  The  7nen  of  this  world  is  a  reafon,  why  the  people 
of  God  Ihould  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  or  to 
the  pradice  of  the  men  that  are  in  it.  Why  ?  it  hardens 
the  wicked  in  their  wickcdnefs,  when  they  fee  profeifors 
of  religion,  and  thofe  that  have  the  reputation  of  godly 
perfons,  join  with  them,  or  too  familiarly  converfe  with 
them :  and  fo  this  their  conformity  to  the  world,  is 
hurtful  to  the  wicked  of  the  world ;  they  will  applaud 
themfelves  in  their  wicked  courfes,  when  fuch  as  arc 
applauded  for  godly  perfons  do  affociate  with  them. 
Thus,  after  Saul  had  fpared  Agag,  Samuel  refufed  to 
return  with  him  ;  ^ud  Samuel  faid  unto  Saul,  I  ivill  not 
return  with  thee  ;  for  thou  haft  rejeSied  the  word  of  the 
Lord^  and  the  Lord  hath  reje^ed  thee  from  bein^  king  over 
Ifrael^  i  Sam.  xv.  26.  So  (liould  the  godly  lay  to  the 
wicked,  "  7^e  have  rejecled  the  word  of  the  Lord  ;  there- 
fore I  will  not  return  with  you,  I  will  not  join  with  you.'' 
li  you  join  with  the  vitious,  you  do  vice  too  much  ho- 
nour.   It  you  join  with  the  finner,  you  give  fm  too  much 
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encouragement.  And  therefore,  it  is  fometimes  the 
greateft  adl  of  love  towards  wicked  men,  to  deny  them 
our  countenance,  and  withdraw  from  their  fociety ;  yea, 
to  refufe  to  keep  company  with  them,  may  fometimes 
be  a  means  to  reform  them. 

2.  The  god  of  this  world  is  another  reafon  why  the 
people  of  God  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  it.  The 
god  of  this  world  is  the  devil ;  and  to  be  conformed  to 
this  world,  is  conformity  to  the  devil ;  and  to  love  the 
world,  is  to  worfhip  the  devil :  therefore,  as  covetoiif- 
nefs  is  called  idolatry  ;  fo  the  devil  tempted  Chrifl  to 
worfhip  him,  by  offering  the  world  to  him,  Matth.  iv.  9. 
This  world  is  the  devil's  walk  where  he  goes  to  and  fro ; 
yea,  goes  about  as  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he  may  de- 
vour ;  and  like  a  crooked  ferpent,  whom  he  may  deceive : 
and  when  we  are  upon  the  devil's  ground,  among  the 
wicked  of  the  world,  joining  in  fellowfliip  with  the  wick- 
ed, in  their  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  it  is  one  to  a 
thoufand,  if  Satan  do  not  cheat  us  through  his  fubtilty; 
and,  by  little  and  little,  captivate  us.  As  thieves  ufually 
firft  put  in  a  little  one  at  the  window  to  open  the  door 
to  all  the  reft :  fo  Satan  prefents  us  an  apple,  a  wedge 
of  gold  to  the  eye ;  or  a  whifpering  tale,  a  polluting 
word,  or  fufpicion  to  the  ear  ;  thefe  are  the  doors  of  the 
houfe ;  and  thefe  little  thieves  will  open  the  door,  and 
let  in  adultery,  whoredom,  theft,  malice,  murder,  &c. 
Satan's  requeft  feems  mannerly  and  modeft  at  firft.  As 
Simiramis  defired  of  Ninus  only  to  reign  one  day,  and 
that  day  to  do  what  flie  pleafed,  w^hat  llie  lifted  ;  which 
being  granted,  behold  in  that  day  ihe  cut  off  his  head  : 
even  fo,  the  devil,  the  god  of  this  world,  will  defire 
only  to  reign  a  day,  or  to  have  you  dedicate  a  day  to 
him  and  to  the  world,  and  the  vanities,  and  foUies,  and 
vices  thereof;  but,  behold,  in  that  very  day  he  may 
cut  off  your  head,  cut  off  your  foul,  by  drawing  away 
your  heart  and  affections  from  God. 

3.  The  whole  coxn^ltx.  frame  of  this  world,  and  things 
thereof,  affords  a  complex  reafon  why  we  are  not  to  be 
conformed  to  this  world.  Why,  the  whole  world  lieth 
in  wickcdnefs  :  for,  All  that  is  in  the  world,  the  liifts  of 
the  fhfld,  the  hifls  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  are 
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nothing  but  tlie  tralh  and  trumpery  of  hell. — In  a  word, 
tiie  world  is  but  a  contonptible  thing  ;  Chrifl  poured  con- 
tempt upon  it,  and  difgraced  it,  when  he  faid,  My  king- 
doJii  is  not  of  this  world.     It  is  nothing  to  be  contemned 
and  difgraced  by  the  world ;  nay,  fometimes  it  is  a  man's 
glory  to  be  fo :  but  Chrift's  difefteeming  and  defpifing 
a  thin(>-,  rubs  a  real  infamy  upon  it ;  and  why  then  fhould 
we  be  conformed  to  it  ? — The  world  is  a  vanijhing  thing, 
the  clock  of  tlmiC  is  almofl  run  out ;  and,  in  a  little,  it 
will  be  winded  up  in  eternity.     If  a  man  had  a  tack  of 
a  houfe,  or  a  farm,  but  for  two  or  three  days,  and  fhould 
fall  a  buikling   and  planting,  would  he  not  be  judged 
very  fooliih  :  fo,  when  we  have  fuch  a  fhort  and  uncer- 
tain time  here,  and  death  calls  us  prefently  off  the  ftage, 
to  third  immoderately  after  the  world's  pleafures,  pro- 
fits, honours,  and  vanities,  is  it  not  extreme  folly?    It 
is  doomed  to  deftru^lion  ;  and  will  be  all  in  a  flame  and 
red  low  ere  long. — The  world  is  but  a  vain  thing  :  Man 
in  his  hejl  ejlate  is  altogether  vanity,  even  in  his  mofl 
profperous  ftate  :   profperity,  in  fcripture,  is  compared 
to  a  candle  ;    and  many  have  burnt  their  wings   about 
this  candle.     This  world  cheats  all  that  dotes  upon  it ; 
it  promifes  pleafure,  but  cannot  perform ;  for  no  folid 
fatisfaclion  can  be  found  in  it.     The  world's  votaries 
are  but  a  pack  of  cheated  fools  :  Wherefore  do  they  fp end 
their  money  for  that  which  is  ?iot  bread,  and  their  labour 
for  that  which  fatisjieth  not  ?     When  the  world  fpeaks 
you  fair,  believe  it  not ;  for  there  are  feven  abominati- 
ons in  its  heart :  its  greatefl  glory  is  but  a  fading  fliadov/. 
— The  world  is  a  hurtful  thing  ;  and  we  little  need  to 
be  conformxcd  to  it :  the  cufloms  of  it  choke  the  feed  of 
the  word,  that  it  cannot  grow.     The   things   of  this 
world  is  the  falfe  deception  the  devil  cafts  over  our  eyes, 
that  we  do  not  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ;  l^he  god  of 
this  world  hath  Minded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not  : 
it  is  the  bait  that  draws  fo  manv  fifli  into  the  devil's  net, 
whereby  he  bewitches  them  and  allures  them  into  the 
pit  of  ruin. 

3<iA',  In  refpecl  of  their  brethren;  there  are  many 
reafons  alfo,  why  they  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  the 
world,  lefl  their  brethren  in  Chrifl  be  either  grieved  or 

offended : 
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offended :  for  your  conformity  to  the  world  and  joining 
with  the  wicked,  is  both  grieving  to  the  ftrong,  and 
offenfive  to  the  weak  befiever. 

1.  It  is  grieving  to  the  godly:  and,  is  it  nothing  to 
you  to  grieve  the  generation  of  the  righteous  ?  The  fm 
of  the  wicked  is  a  grief  to  the  godly :  and,  how  unna- 
tural is  it  for  any  of  God's  children,  to  add  to  their  grief, 
by  joining  iflue  with  the  wicked  !  It  is  faid  of  Lot,  that 
his  righteous  foul  was  vexed  from  day  to  day^  with  the 
unlawful  deeds  of  the  wicked :  but  for  fuch  to  be  vexed, 
not  only  with  the  ungodlinefs  of  fmners,  but  with  the 
untendernefs  of  faints  aifo,  is  an  additional  vexation ; 
and  grief  upon  the  back  of  grief. 

2.  It  is  offenfive  to  the  weak  believer  ;  it  lays  a  ftumb- 
llng-block  in  his  way,  cr\'er  which  he  is  ready  to  fall ; 
either  by  difcouraging  him  in  the  way  of  duty,  or  en- 
couraging and  leading  him  into  fm,  or  any  other  way 
leading  him  into  fome  fnare,  with  refped:  to  his  own 
foul :  When  you  fin  fo  agalnft  the  brethren^  and  wound 
their  weak  confcieiices^  you  fin  agaiyfi  Chrift^  i  Cor.  viii.  1 2. 

4/>6/v,  In  refped:  of  themfelves  :  and  that,  i.  Becaufe 
of  their  circumftances.  2.  Their  fafety  requires,  that 
they  be  not  conformed  to  the  world. 

[i.]  ^^q.2m{z  o{\ht\x  circumftances.  They  arc  quite 
in  other  circumftances  than  the  reft  of  the  world.  Whv, 

I.  They  are  people  of  another  world  than  this  ;  and 
therefore  are  not  to  be  conformed  to  this  world  :  they 
are  not  of  the  worlds  even  as  Chri/l  is  not  of  the  world. 
They  are  of  another  kingdo?n  ;  for,  Chri/l' s  kingdom  is 
not  of  this  world.  They  are  of  another  country  ;  for,  they 
defire  a  better  country^  that  is^  an  heavenly.  They  are  of 
another  city  ;  even  the  city  that  hath  fundations^  whofe 
builder  and  maker  is  God,  They  are  of  another  zuorld  ; 
for,  God  hath  chofen  them  out  of  the  world, 

1,  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  perfons  of  another  fate  than  this  world. 
The  world  is  in  a  ftate  of  condemnation  ;  but  they  are  in 
a  ftate  of  jiflif  cation  :  therefore  they  are  to  walk  like 
thofe  that  are  in  favour  with  God.  They  are  in  a  ftate 
of  adoption;  therefore  to  he  followers  of  God ^  as  dear  chil- 

Q^q  q  2  dren. 
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They  are  in  a  ftate  of  grace ;  they  are  the  children  of  the 
light  and  of  the  day  :  therefore  they  are  not  to  Jleep  as 
others  do. 

3.  They  mufl  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  bc- 
caufe  they  are  a6led  by  another  principle  than  the  reft  of 
world. — They  have  a  principle  oi  faith  ;  and  this  faith 
luorketh  by  love :  while  the  world  lieth  in  unbelief ;  and 
this  their  unbelief  worketh  by  enmity. — They  have  a 
principle  of  love  ;  and  the  love  of  Chrift  conjirains  them 
to  ferve  the  Lord :  while  the  enmity  of  the  world  con- 
ftrains  them  to  diflionour  God. — They  have  a  principle 
of  holy  fear  ;  while  the  world  hath  no  fear  of  God  before 
their  eyes. 

4.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufe 
they  are  direded  by  another  ride  than  the  reft  of  th.e 
world.  The  rule  that  the  world  walks  by  is  their  own 
will,  their  own  corrupt  wicked  will ;  and  hence  they 
fay  with  the  people  of  old.  We  are  lords^  and  %ae  will  not 
have  this  man  to  reign  over  us  :  but  the  rule  by  which 
the  children  of  God  do  walk,  is  the  word  and  will  of 
God ;  and  this  is  the  zuill  of  God,  even  our  fanciification, 

1;,  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  becaufe 
they  aim  at  another  e?id  than  the  reft  of  the  world ;  whe- 
ther Vi^e  confider  the  end  propounded  by  them,  or  the 
end  defigned  upon  them.  —The  end  propounded  hj  them. 
Why,  the  laft  end,  and  chief  end  of  the  world  isfelf: 
to  live  to  themfelves :  but  the  great  and  chief  end  of  the 
godly,  is  to  live  unto  God  :  the  principle  end  they  pro- 
fefs  is  God's  glory,  and  Chrift's  honour.  And  thofe 
who  differ  fo  far  in  their  end,  good  reafon  they  differ  in 
their  way. — Again,  as  to  the  end  defgned  upon  them  ; 
why,  the  world  will  come  to  a  difmal  iffue ;  for,  the 
wicked  will  be  turned  into  hell,  and  tormented  with  the  de- 
vil and  his  angels  ;  but  the  godly,  being  chofen  out  of  the 
world,  will  iliortly  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord. — And 
feeing  their  ends  are  fo  different,  furely  they  cannot 
both  walk  in  the  fame  road.  If  one  goes  eaft,  another 
weft,  furely  they  cannot  walk  the  fame  way. 

6.  They  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe they  are  objeds  of  another  love  than  the  reft  of 
the  Vv'orid  :  thev  are  loved  ivith  an  everlafting  love,  and 

fo 
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fo  drawn  with  loving  kindnefs  ;  and  being  drawn  with 
the  cords  of  love,  they  are  to  run  the  way  of  God's  com- 
?nandments,  while  others  run  in  the  broad  way  to  de- 
jflrudion  :  the  world  is  the  object  of  God's  hatred  ;  Ja- 
cob have  I  loved,  and  Efau  have  I  hated,  Rom.  ix,  13, 

7.  They  mufl  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe  they  2st  fervants  of  another  mafter,  than  the  refl 
of  the  world.  The  world  ferves  the  devil,  and  ferves 
their  lufls,  and  ferves  other  gods :  but  every  believer  is 
a  Jofhua  in  this ;  As  for  me,  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ferve 
the  Lord,  Now,  a  man  cannot  ferve  two  mailers :  and 
the  believer  cannot  ferve  both  God  and  Mammon  \ 
Chrift  and  the  world. 

8.  They  mud  not  be  conformed  to  the  world,  be- 
caufe  they  are  partakers  of  another  Spirit  than  the 
world  :  'They  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  this  7uorld, 
but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God.  The  world  is  led  by  an 
ill  fpirit  to  the  land  of  darknefs  :  whereas  they  are  led 
by  the  good  Spirit  to  the  land  of  uprightnefs. — The 
world  is  led  by  a  poor,  pitiful,  low,  and  mean  fpirit : 
whereby  they  are  eafily  put  off  with  trifles,  and  fatisfied 
with  fliadows  and  vanities :  but  the  godly  are  led  by  a 
noble,  high,  and  heavenly  fpirit  5  whereby  they  afpire 
after  divine  and  celeftial  things. — The  world  is  led  by  a 
blind,  ignorant,  foohfh  fpirit ;  whereby  they  are  mad 
upon  their  idols :  the  children  of  God  are  led  by  a  Spi- 
rit of  wifdom,  knowledge,  and  underftanding  ;  where- 
by they  are  wife  unto  falvation. And  thus  the  cir- 

cumfliances  of  the  people  of  God  yield  all  the  reafon  in 
the  world,  why  they  ought  not  to  be  conformed  to  this 
world. 

[2.]  Their  fafety  requires  it  alfo,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world  :  ( i .)  The  fafety  of  their  names, 
that  are  in  danger  to  be  difgraced.  (2.)  The  fafety  of 
their  confciences,  that  are  in  danger  to  be  defiled.  (3.) 
The  fafety  of  their  graces,  that  are  in  hazard  of  being 
marred.  And,  (4.)  The  fafety  of  their  perfons,  that 
are  in  danger  to  be  puniflied  by  their  conformity  to  the 
world. 

I.  The  fafety  of  their  names  require,  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  this  world  :  for  their  names  are  in  danger 

of 
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of  being  difgraced,  by  fuch  a  conformity.  Becaufe  when 
they  become  hke  unto  the  wicked,  and  conformed  to 
the  world,  they  give  occafion  of  their  being  fufpecled 
of  the  world,  and  fo  fliame  and  difgrace  their  own  name 
and  their  father's  name  ;  He  that  is  a  companion  of  riotous 
men,  fJoameth  his  father ,  Prov.  xxviii.  7.  So  the  belie- 
ver fhames  his  heavenly  Father  by  conformity  to  the 
w^orld  ;  for,  what  agreement  is  there  between  God  and 
the  world  ?  He  iliamcth  his  earthly  father  alfo,  whether 
he  be  a  gracelefs  or  a  gracious  man  :  if  he  be  a  gracelefs 
man,  he  fliameth  him,  by  giving  occafion  to  fay,  he  is 
like  him  ;  Like  father  like  fon:  If  he  be  2i  gracious  man, 
he  fhameth  him,  by  being  fo  unlike  unto  him.  But  he 
efpecially  fhameth  himfelf :  for,  whereas  a  good  name  is 
as  precious  ointment ;  fo  his  conformity  to  the  world,  in 
any  meafure,  is  the  dead  fy  that  caufes  the  ointment  of  the 
apothecary  to  fend  forth  a  fi  inking  favour,  Eccl.  x.  i.  They 
lofe  their  credit  and  efleem. 

2.  The  fafety  of  their  confciences  require  that  they  be 
not  conformed  to  the  world  :  becaufe,  by  conformity 
to  the  world,  their  confciences  are  in  danger  of  being 
defiled,  and  their  fouls  to  be  depraved;  for  the  fin  and 
way  of  the  world  is  of  an  infectious  nature  :  can  a  man 
touch  pitch,  and  not  be  defiled?  Can  a  man  take  fire  in 
his  hofomj  and  his  deaths  not  he  burnt  ?  Can  he  go  upon 
hot  coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burnt  f  faith  Solomon.  Wc 
are  told  of  the  Jews,  Pfal.  cvi.  35.  that  when  they  were 
mln?led  among  the  heathen^  they  learned  their  works^  and 
ferved  their  idols ^  ivhich  was  afnare  to  them.  The  fineft 
}ockinG;-daflcs  will  gather  dull  and  defilement :  even  fo 
may  the  children  of  God  themfelves  gather  duff  and  de- 
fdement,  by  mingling  with  the  world  ;  for  fin  is  a  plague 
and  infeclion.  And  tlie  haunting  of  fmful  company  will 
defile  a  faint:  Jofeph,  in  Pharaoh's  court,  learned  to 
fwear  by  the  life  of  Fharoah  ;  Peter,  in  the  high-prieft's 

hall,  fwears  and  denies  his  Majler ;  the  Ifraelites,  being 
ufed  to  the  Egyptian  furnaces,  framed  an  idol.  They 
that  ly  down  with  dogs,  fhall  rife  up  with  fleas ;  they 
that  dwell  in  the  kitchen,  will  fmell  of  the  fmoke. 

3.  The  fafety  even  of  their  graces^  that  are  in  danger 
to  be  marred  and  weakened,  require  that  they  be  not 

conformed 
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conformed  to  the  world.  There  is  not  fuch  a  gracious 
perfon  on  earth,  but  if  he  caft  himfelf,  by  untendernefs 
and  unwatchfulnefs,  into  the  company  of  a  carnal  world 
he  will  find  their  converfation  abate  the  edge  of  his  zeal, 
and  cool  the  fervour  of  his  devotion ;  yea,  enervate, 
debilitate,  and  weaken  every  grace  ;  and,  by  little  and 
little,  transform  him  to  their  manner,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  till  fovereign  grace  reform  him  again  :  J47je?2  i?ii' 
quity  abounds.^  the  love  of  many  waxeih  cold.  This  new- 
planted  colony  of  grace  in  the  heart,  is  in  great  danger 
when  oppofed,  not  only  by  the  native,  (I  mean,  our 
corruption,)  but  alfo  by  the  auxiliary  help  and  aid  of 
the  corruption  of  others. 

4.  The  fafety  of  their  perfons  require  that  they  be  not 
conformed  to  the  world":  for  they  who  are  conformed 
to  the  wicked  world,  are  in  danger  of  being  punifhed 
therewith.  Though  all  that  are  in  Chrifl  are  freed  from 
condemnation,  and  eternal  wrath  ;  yet  thev  are  not 
freed  from  afflidion  and  temporal  judgments,  efpecial- 
ly  if  they  fliall  affociate  with  the  wicked.  If  Lot  had 
not  come  out  of  Sodom,  at  the  command  of  God,  he 
had  perilhed  in  the  flames :  If  Noah  had  not  made  the 
ark,  at  God's  command,  he  had  perifhed  in  the  flood 
with  the  world.  And  hence  the  command  of  God  to  us 
is.  Come  out  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  he  not  partakers  of 
her  fins  ^  and  that  ye  receive  notofherplacnies,  Rev.  xviii.  4. 
j1  companion  of  fools  fljall  he  deflroyed,  Prov.  xiii.  20. 
And  again.  Come  out  from  among  them,  andhe  ye  feparate, 
faith  the  Lord ;  and  touch  not  the  unclean  things  and  I 
-will  receive  you,  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  Should  ft  thou  help  the 
ungodly,  and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord?  therefore  is 
wrath  upon  thee  from  before  the  Lord,  2  Chron.  xix.  2. 

Thus  you  fee  many  reafons^  why  the  people  of  God 
mull  not  be  conformed  to  this  world  ;  and  that  in  rc- 
fped  of  themfelves :  their  circumitances  and  their  fafety 
every  way  require  it. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  propofed,  in  the  method,  was. 
To  make  application  of  the  fubjecl ;  which  we  fliall  el- 
fay  in  an  ufe  of  information,  reproof,  examination,  and 

ex- 
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exhortation,  inforced  with  fome  motives ;  and  then 
conclude  the  fubjeO:  with  fome  directions. 

life  I.  Let  us  improve  the  dodrine  in  an  ufe  of  in- 
formation. If  then  matters  be  fo,  as  you  have  been  hear- 
ing, nat  the  people  of  God  muft  not  be  conformed  to  the 
wicked  worlds  we  may  hence  learn, 

I.  What  are  the  rules  by  which  our  converfation  in  the 
world  is  to  be  fquared,  and  how  our  converfation  with 
the  world  is  to  be  cautioned.  This  non-conformity 
to  the  world  doth  not  exclude  all  converfation  whatfoe- 
ver  with  the  world  :  for,  in  feveral  cafes,  we  may  law- 
fully converfe  with  them. 

Quest.  In  what  cases  may  the  godly  converfe  with  the 
world? 

Answ.  (i.)  In  cafe  of  necejjity ;  when  we  are  com- 
pelled and  obliged  to  live  amongfl  them.  This  was 
David's  cafe  in  Kedar  ;  Wo  is  me  that  I  dwell  in  Mefech^ 
that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar^  Pfal.  cxx.  5.  So  it 
Avas  with  the  church  of  Pergamus  ;  /  know  where  thou 
dwelleji^  even  where  Satan^s  feat  is^  Rev.  ii.  13.  Where 
God  hath  a  chapel,  Satan  hath  a  throne. 

(2.)  In  cafe  oi policy^  trajfic^  trade ^  and  merchandife  : 
in  this  refpect  we  cannot  live  without  the  wicked  of  the 
world.  It  is  lawful  to  have  commerce  with  them  \  pro- 
vided always  we  mingle  not  with  their  vices. 

(3.)  In  cafe  of  courtefy  and  civility.  As  this  non-con- 
formity to  the  world  doth  not  exclude  lawful  traffic  ;  fo 
neither  doth  it  exclude,  or  impeach  civil  courtefy.  It  is 
not  only  lawful,  but  laudable  to  do  any  courteous  of- 
fices towards  them  that  are  without,  whereby  to  gain 
them. 

(4.)  In  cafe  of  charity :  hence  we  are  called  to  do  good 
to  all,  but  efpccially  to  the  houfoold  of  faith.  Though  the 
houfliold  of  faith,  in  poverty,  be  the  fpecial  objects  of 
charity  ;  yet,  we  are  not  to  exclude  others  :  Do  good  to 
all. 

(5.)  In  cafe  of  piety  :  and  thus  it  is  lawful  to  converfe 
with  the  wicked  as  far  as,  by  gentle  and  feafonable  re- 
proofs, we  may,  through  grace,  be  ufeful  to  reclaim 
them.  We  are  to  walk  wifely  towards  thefe  that  are  with- 
out ; 
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cut  ;  to  vifit  them  in  their  diftrefs,  when  they  are  in  af- 
fliction ;  and  to  do  all  the  good  we  can  to  their  fouls. 

(6.)  In  cafe  of  affinity.  This  non-conformity  to  the 
world  doth  not  take  away  natural  affedion  ;  neither 
will  it  extend  to  a  feparation  between  hufband  and  wife, 
for  the  fake  of  religion :  it  is  lawful  for  the  beiieving 
wife  to  converfe  with  the  carnal  hufband^  as  Abigal  with 
Nabal :  nay,  for  religion's  fake,  fuch  are  called  to  con- 
verfe together ;  What  knoweft  thou^  0  ivife^  whether  thou 
Jhalt  fave  thy  husband  f  or^  what  knoweji  thou^  0  man^ 
whether  thou  jhalt  fave  thy  wife?   i  Cor.  vii.  14,  16. 

In  all  thefe,  and  the  like  cafes,  converfe  with  the 
wicked  of  the  world  is  lawful.  But  the  meaning  of 
non-formity  with  them  is,  we  mufl  not  chufe  them  for 
our  daily  companions,  delight  in  their  difcourfe,  or  fre- 
quent their  haunts  ;  Now,  I  have  written  unto  you,  not 
to  keep  company ;  if  any  man  that  is  called  q.  brother  he  a 
fornicator,  or  covetous^  or  an  idolater ^  or  a  railer^  or  a  drunk* 
hard,  or  an  extortioner,  with  fuch  a  one  no  not  to  eat^  i  Cor. 
V.  1 1.  We  are  not  to  affed:  their  fociety,  nor  to  favour 
their  wickednefs  ;  but  keep  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the 
worlds  James  i.  27. 

Thus  we  fee,  I  fay,  the  rule  by  which  our  converfati- 
on  in  the  world  fhould  be  fquared.  In  things  which  are 
abfolutely  moral  indeed,  all  rules  of  art  fhould  be  affir- 
mative ;  but  in  this  point,  a  man  may  give  a  negative  rule, 
which  may  be  fafe  and  good.  Do  not  as  the  world  doth  : 
do  quite  contrary  to  them.  It  is  a  p;ood  rule  to  live  by,  to 
mark  the  courfes  of  worldly  men,  and  to  do  the  quite  con- 
trary. Worldly  men  give  themfelves  to  covetoufnefs,  to 
worldly  pleafare,  world  lufts,  world  aift:ftions  :  now,  it 
is  a  good  rule  of  walk,  to  obferve  v/hat  they  do,  and  to 
do  the  quite  contrary. 

2.  Hence  we  may  fee,  if  it  be  the  property  of  a  true 
Chriilian,  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  v/orld,  how  fe%o 
true  Chriflians  there  are  in  the  world.  There  are  many 
profeffors  indeed,  but  few  godly  perfons :  why  ?  becaufe 
they  are  like  the  v/orid;  they  live  as  others  in  the  world 
do  ;  they  live  as  atheifts  and  infidels.  Look  to  your- 
felf,  man,  woman  ;  do  you  not  even  the  fame  things 
that  the  rcfl  of  the  profane  world  do  ?    Do  you  not  live 
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after  the  fame  courfe,  and  at  tlie  fame  rate  ?  They  rc- 
ftrain  prayer  before  God,  both  in  fecret,  and  in  their 
families :  they  negle(^  the  word ;  they  regard  it  not, 
they  obey  it  not ;  they  fwcU  againfl  it,  they  fnarl  at  it: 
they  break  and  profane  the  Sabbath  ;  they  omit  the  pro- 
per duties  of  it,  and  do  thofe  things  which  are  in  them- 
felves  unlavv^ful  on  that  day  :  they  are  maficious ;  they 
are  deceitful  in  their  dealings :  they  live  contentedly 
without  Chrifl ;  though  they  be  poor^  they  live  conten- 
tedly without  the  tried  gold  of  his  grace ;  though  they 
be  bl'md^  they  live  fatisfied  without  the  eye-fahe  of  his 
Spirit ;  though  they  be  naked^  they  live  peaceably  with- 
out the  %uhite  raiment  of  his  righteoufnefs.  Now,  what 
is  your  life  ?  What  contrariety  is  there  between  you 
and  the  world  ?  Do  you  not  live  the  very  fame  way  ? 
O  then,  you  are  conformed  to  this  world  with  the  re(l: 
and,  how  few  are  otherwife  !  Therefore  there  are  but 
few  faints  indeed  ;  becaufe  the  mod  part  are  con- 
formed to  the  world,  and  taken  up  with  the  vanities  of 
it. 

I  underlland  there  is  to  be  a  remarkable  meeting  here 
this  week  ;  an  idle,  vain  rendevous  ;  I  know  not  upon 
\vhat  pretence  :  but  I  fear  the  motto  of  it  be.  Vanity  and 
Folly  ;  ii  not  Wickednefs  and  Debauchery  in  the  ilTue :  and 
in  cafe  that  prove  the  iifuc  of  it,  I  mufl  exoner  myfelf 
on  the  head.  True  ;  fome  may  be  thinking,  it  is  bet- 
ter that  the  minifter  hold  his  peace  :  for,  fay  what  h^ 
will,  the  company  will  but  laugh  at  it  when  they  are 
conveened  :  Bat  1  do  not  value  that ;  I  mud  anfwer  to 
God  for  what  I  fay,  and  you  muft  anfwer  for  what  you 
hear  and  do  at  his  tribunal ;  and  fee  who  will  laugh 
there. 

1  have  only  a  few  queflions  to  propofe  to  all  that  de- 
fign  to  countenance  that  convention  of  idlenefs  and  folly. 

1.  Will  it  be  no  conformity  to  the  world,  and  foilering 
of  its  vanity  and  idlenefs,  to  give  countenance  thereto  ? 

2.  Will  it  be  with  a  view  to  glorify  God,  or  edify  any 
poor  immortal  foul,  that  this  meeting  fliall  gather  toge- 
ther ?  3.  Will  it  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  any,  who 
countenance  it,  dare  go  to  God  and  pray-  for  a  blelling 
upon  it  ?     4.  W  ill  it  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  fnall  not 
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countera£l,  and  contradict  the  call  of  providence,  at 
this  day,  which  calls  us  rather  to  mourning  and  weep- 
ing, than  to  joy  and  gladnefs  ?  5.  Will  it  be  a  meeting 
of  God's  approbation,  and  fuch  as  they  fhall  be  able  to 
account  for,  at  his  awful  tribunal,  without  fear  or  fliame  ? 
6.  Will  it  be  fuch  a  meeting,  as  that  your  countenanc- 
ing it,  will  give  ground  of  joyful  refletlion,  when  your 
eye-ilrings  are  breaking,  and  your  fouls  flying  out  of 
your  bodies  into  eternity  ? 

If  thefe  queflions  can  be  anfwered  in  the  poflitive,  and 
that  it  be  indeed  a  meeting  of  this  nature,  then  I 
have  no  quarrel  with  it :  but  if  other  wife,  and  that  none 
of  thefe  things  can  be  faid  of  it,  then  I  proteil  againfl  it, 
hi  God's  great  name ;  and  take  initruments,  in  the  hands? 
of  your  confciences,  that  1  do  fo.  And  I  would  ear- 
nedly  exhort  all,  that  defire  to  be  followers  of  Chrifl, 
that  they  would  beware  of  it,  as  they  would  not  offend 
God,  nor  grieve  the  generation'  of  the  righteous,  and 
be  guilty  of  conformity  to  the  world  :  for,  before  ever 
it  come,  it  hath  no  favour  of  Heaven  about  it ;  and,  I 
fear,  the  intereil  of  hell  be  advanced,  and  the  vanity  of 
the  mind  promoted  by  it. 

Why,  fay  you,  it  is  but  defigned  for  a  little  diverfion 
and  recreation.  Indeed,  it  is  eafy  for  perfons  to  put  a 
fair  face  upon  a  foul  defign  :  but  I  fear  the  promifcuous 
dancing  and  revelling  that  I  hear  is  defigned,  together 
with  the  drinking  and  caroufmg  that  may  take  place, 
will  difcover  that  the  god  of  this  world  will  be  the  great 
mafter-conveener,  and  the  lufls  of  the  world  will  be  the 
great  diverfion  ;  even  the  lujis  of  the  fie jh^  the  liifts  of  the 
eye^  and  the  pride  of  life, 

A  meeting  for  prayer  and  humiliation  would  be  more 
fuitable  for  the  fad  Hate  of  the  fouls  of  many  of  thofe 
who  have  fuch  deligns  in  view :  for,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
fome  will  give  countenance  to  that  vanity,  by  whom  the 
ordinances  of  Chriit  have  been  little  countenanced  thefe 
twelve  months ;  and  fome  who  will  find  more  pleafure 
in  fuch  merry  caballing,  than  ever  they  foand  in  God's 
fanctuary  all  their  days  ;  which  fays,  that  they  have  more 
need  that  God  fet  them  to  their  knees,  to  depricate  the 
vengeance  that  is  hanging  over  their  guilty  heads,  than 
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that  the  devil  fet  them  on  their  feet,   to  dance  away 
merrily  to  hell,  f 

3.  Hence  fee,  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  religious  per- 
fons  be  cried  down  for  nicenefs  and  Angularity.  Indeed, 
religion  muft  be  crofs,  and  contrary  to  the  world.  If 
this  be  Angularity,  not  to  walk  as  thofe  do  that  make 
no  confcience  of  duty,  but  mock  and  jeft  at  better  things 
than  they  will  imitate,  then  we  muft  be  fmgular :  If  this 
be  to  be  vile^  as  David  faid  in  another  cafe,  then  we  jhall 
be  more  vile.  Why,  fay  you,  fhall  we  expofe  ourfelves 
to  be  traduced  as  proud,  precife,  and  fmgular  perfons, 
who  think  none  fo  good  as  ourfelves  ?  Why,  Sirs,  it 
is  better  that  the  world  fpeak  ill  of  us  without  caufe,  than 
that  God  ihould  be  angry  at  us,  and  proceed  againft  us 
on  juft  reafon. 

4.  Hence  we  may  fee,  what  a  weak  argument  it  is, 
that  is  only  drawn  from  multitudes  and  univerfality,  Moft 
men  do  fo  and  fo  ;  yea,  all  men  do  fo  and  fo  ;  and  why 
Ihall  not  we  follow  their  example  ?  But  the  apoftle's 
argument  is  quite  of  another  nature,  Eph.  iv.  17,  20. 
/  teQtfy^  in  the  Lord^  that  henceforth  ye  walk  not  as  other 
Gentiles  lualk^  in  the  vanity  of  their  mtnd^  he, ;  but  ye 
have  not  fo  learned  Chrift.  See  i  Thef.  iv.  5.  where  we 
are  told,  that  it  is  but  a  poor,  vain,  weak  argument  for 
one  to  urge,  others  do  fo  and  fo  ;  and  therefore  why 
not  I  ?  Why,  Paul's  argument  is  quite  the  reverfe  ; 
Let  us  not  fieep  as  others  do :  let  us  not  drink  and  tipple 
as  others  do  ;  but  let  us  watch  and  be  fohcr^  i  Thef.  v.  6. 
Non-conformity  to  the  world  faith,  on  the  contrary  to 
this  carnal  reafoning,  ''Let  us  not  fleep,  as  others  do; 
''  let  us  not  fwear,  as  others  do  ;  let  us  not  profane  the 
"  Sabbath,  as  others  do ;  let  us  not  commit  unclean- 
"  nefs,  as  others  do  ;  let  us  not  lye,  as  others  do ;  let 

J.  Thefe  r.otfs  have  a  relation  to  a  remarkable  Ball  in  Dunfermline,  in 
■uhlch  much  promiicuous  dancing,  levity,  and  wantonnefs,  took  place. — If 
tlicre  vvas.  at  ihat  time,  fo  much  occafion  for  our  Author  to  inveigh  fo  fevere- 
ly  againft  futh  prumifcuous  aflemblingand  caballing,  drinking  and  revelling; 
how  much  more  reafon  now,  in  thcfe  days  of  profanity  and  prodigality,  when 
thefe  pradiccs  are  !)ecome  fo  univcrfal  among  all  ranks,  and  carried  fo  greater 
extremes,  efpe  cially  in  populous  cities  and  places  of  public  refort,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  God,  the  difcrcdit  of  religion,  the  confumption  of  precious  time, 
the  waft-'Ug  of  the  fubftince,  foftring  the  vanity  of  the  mind,  iind  the  ruin  of 
the  foul  in  ilic  ifiuc. 

•    "  us 
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^'  us  not  fteal  and  cheat,  as  others  do  ;  let  us  not  live 
*'  in  the  omiffion  of  religious  duties  and  ordinances  as 
*'  others  do  ;  let  us  not  Uve  without  God  and  Chriil 
"  and  in  the  negled  of  eternity,  as  others  do."  It  is 
a  weak  argument  for  one  to  fay,  "  Lord  help  us,  if  all 
*'  others  be  in  the  wrong  but  you ;  if  all  thofe  that  have 
*'  authority,  numbers,  and  multitude  on  their  fide  be 
"  in  the  wrong,  and  you  only  right.'*  This  way 'of 
reafoning  croffes  the  very  fcope  of  the  text,  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world :  which  fuppofes  that  the  world  is  all 
wrong,  and  that  very  few  in  it  are  right  j  even  a  few 
that  are  not  of  the  ivorld, 

5.  Hence  fee,  that  the  wicked  world  need  not  quarrel 
with  the  faints  for  refraining  their  company  ;  why.  God 
encourages  them  to  do"  fo  ;  yea,  commands  them  to  do 
f o  :  Now^  we  comrnand  you^  brethren^  in  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jefiis  Chrifl^  that  ye  withdraw  from  every  brother 
that  walketh  dijforderly^  2  Thef.  iii.  6.  Why,  fhould 
we  efleem  them  as  dogs,  and  trample  upon  them?  No- 
we  are  to  withdraw  from  them,  in  pity  to  their  fouls  : 
we  are  to  mourn  for  their  fins  ;  to  pray  for  their  con- 
verfion  ;  to  ufe  all  proper  means  to  reduce  them  to  their 
duty  ;  and  to  exercife  all  manner  of  hofpitality  and  civi- 
lity towards  them  :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  to  withdraw 
from  intimate  fociety  and  fellowfnip  with  them  ;  fayino-, 
as  Jacob  faid  to  Simeon  and  Levi,  0  my  foul^  come  not 
thou  into  their  fecret ;  and  unto  their  ajfembly^  mine  honour 
he  not  thou  united^  Gen.  xlix.  6.  For  God  hath  com- 
manded us  not  to  be  conformed  to  them.  Where,  by 
the  bye,  we  fee  alfo  how  low  an  efleem  the  Lord  hatii 
of  the  wicked  world ;  he  will  not  allow  his  faints  to  keep 
company  with  them. 

6.  Hence  fee  the  vanity  of  all  thofe  flnfts  and  exciifes 
whereby  people  cover  their  conformity  to  the  world. 
But  to  fpeak  of  thefe  iliifts  will  fail  more  natively  in  up- 
on the  following  ufe :  only  I  would  obferve  here,  that 
many  indulge  themfelves  in  entertaining  fellowfhip  with 
the  unfruitful  works  of  darkncfs^  and  communion  with 
the  wicked,  and  conformity  to  them,  and  yet  never 
think  it  is  ill  done ;  they  have  never  the  lead  check  or 
challenge  for  it  j  v/hile  they  do  not  fee  their  own  guilt 
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in  affociating  with  the  wicked,  nor  can  they  charge 
themfelves  with  the  fault  of  their  affcciates.  Many  wil- 
fully, delight  in  fuch  company,  whom  they  know  hath 
no  relirti  for  religion ;  whofe  difcourfe  is  not  feafoned 
ivith  fait ;  and  whofe  ill  breath  difcover  that  their  lungs 
are  infcdcd ;  being  depraved  in  their  morals,  dangerous 
in  their  communication,  fcandalous  in  their  lives,  erro- 
neous in  their  principles,  and  wear  their  faults  upon  their 
foreheads,  fo  as  to  be  pointed  at,  by  common  obferva- 
tion,  as  notorious  and  flagitious,  and  defpifers  of  God, 
his  word,  his  people,  and  his  ordinances,  Pfal.  i.  i. 

Ufe  2.  Again,  the  do6lrine  may  be  improven  for  re- 
proof to  all  that  are  corformed  to  the  world  ;  and  particu- 
larly to  all  that,  having  a  profejjion  of  religion^  and  yet 
keep  company  with  the  loofe  and  wicked  of  the  world, 
notwithllanding  the  r^^// of  God,  Eph.  v.  ii.  Have  no 
felloiujijip  with  the  unfruitful  zuorks  of  darknefs^  but  rather 
reprove  them.  Notwith [landing  the  danger  that  is  in  fuch 
fellowfliip :  the  danger  of  infeclion ;  for,  as  be  that  walk- 
eth  with  the  ^dfe^foall  be  wfe  ;  fo,  he  that  walketh  with 
fools,  will  learn  of  them  their  folly :  the  danger  of  pu- 
nif anient  and  fufferirig ;  for,  the  compayiions  of  fools  foall 
be  defiroyed :  and  the  danger  oifcandal ;  fo  Jehofaphat's 
joining  in  affinity  with  Ahab,  did  eclipfe  his  honour, 
and  became  fcandalous  ;  Should]}  thou  help  the  uf^godly, 
and  love  them  that  hate  the  I.ordf  therefore  is  wrath  upon 
thee  from  before  the  Lord,  2  Chron.  xix.  2. — How  doth 
this  dodrine  condemn  all  fuch, as  proffs  the  na?ne  ofGody 
and  yet  fay,  as  the  Ifraelites  to  Samuel,  Nay,  but  we 
will  be  like  other  nations^  i  Sam.  viii.  20.  Tell  many  a 
man.  You  muft  not  do  fo  and  {o^  for  thus  do  Turks 
Sind  Tartars,  and  the  barbarous  nations  of  the  world  ; 
you  muft  not  join  in  affinity  with  the  people  of  thefe  a- 
bominations  ;  you  muft  not  walk  in  vanity  and  idle- 
nefs  ;  you  muft  7ualk  honejlly  as  in  the  day,  not  in  riot- 
ing and  drunkennefs,  not  in  the  chambering  andwantonnefs  ; 
for  thus  much  the  fecure  people  of  the  world  do :  urge  them 
with  this  argument,  and  what  will  they  fay  ?  Why,  this 
is  to  be  too  ftri£l  and  precife  ;  this  is  to  be  contrary  to 
all  the  world  3  and  this  is  to  be  fingular:  yea,   this  is 

but 
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but  a  proud,  hypocritical  fuperftition  of  ourfelves,  from 
all  the  reft  of  mankind.  Alas  1  what  carnal  reafoning  is 
this  againft  the  clear  command  of  God  ?  Be  not  conform 
ed  to  this  world* 

■■  Quest.  J^ho  are  they  that   conform  and  fafloion  them- 
fehes  according  to  this  tuorld  f 

Answ.  Thofe  that  take  the  example  of  iMn^  and  not 
of  the  word  of  God ^  for  the  rule  of  their  aftions.  The 
greateft  and  moft  eminent  have  their  infirmities,  and 
are  fubjeft  to  manifold  failings.  We  are  to  be  followers 
of  none,  but  as  they  are  followers  of  Chriil,  i  Cor.  xi.  i. 

2.  Thofe  that  make  their  anceftors  the  patron  of  their 
religious  fervices  :  Our  fathers  burnt  incenfe  to  the  queen 
of  heaven^  and  fo  will  we.  Our  fore-fathers  were  of  fuch 
a  religion  and  perfuafion,  and  fo  will  we  be.  We  fee 
no  ground  to  differ  from  the  religion  of  our  predeceflbrs. 

3.  Thofe  that  follow  a  midtitude  to  do  evil ;  and  walk 
in  the  broad  way  of  wickednefs,  for  the  fake  of  com- 
pany :  but,  when  vice  becomes  general,  lingularity  be- 
comes a  virtue.  When  any  error,  in  judgment  or  prac- 
tice, becomes  univerfal,  then  fmgularity  becomes  a  ne- 
celTary  duty. 

4.  Thofe  that  rule  their  aftions  by  the  will  of  their 
fupcriors  ;  fo  Ifrael  followed  Jeroboam  :  while  yet  great 
men  are  not  always  the  beft  men.  Thofe  are  chargeable 
with  conformity  to  the  world,  who,  to  pleafe  great  men, 
will  make  bold  with  light  and  confcience  direSiing  them 
another  way. 

5.  Thofe  who  hing  their  faith  to  the  belt  of  human 
wifdom  and  learning  ;  that  follow  thofe  whom  they  think 
the  wifeft  men,  the  deeped  divines,  and  moft  learned 
dod:ors.  It  is  the  devil's  policy  to  feduce  the  world  by 
fuch  blazing  light,  as  the  ferpent  beguiled  Eve ;  and  the 
Pharifees  milled  the  people,  faying,  Hwoe  any  of  the  rulers 
and  Pharifees  believed  on  him  f  Have  any  of  the  learned 
Rabbles  fallen  in  with  that  man  ?  But  this  people  who 
know  not  the  lazu  are  accurfed. 

6.  All   that  are  chargeable  with  other  w.ens  fms^  bv 
countenancino^  them  :  whether   it  be   the  fms  of  fore- 
fathers,    looking   backwards  ;   or  the  fms  of  pofterity, 
looking  forwards  ,  or  the  fms  of  the  prefent  genera- 
tion 
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tion  we  live  among,  looking  round  about  us.  And 
people  may  be  chargeable  many  ways  with  the  fms  of 
others. 

Or  I  EST.  How  is  a  p  erf  on  chargeable  with  the  fins  of  o- 
thers  f 

Answ.  We  are  chargeable  with  the  fins  of  others, 
more  generally  two  ways  ;  either  by  imitation  or  interpre- 
tation :  when  we  imitate  others  in  their  fmful  practices, 
or  put  too  favourable  glofles  upon  their  vicious  courfes. 
More  particularly  ;  We  are  chargeable  with  the  fms  of 
others  when  we  comfnand  others  to  fm ;  as  Pharaoh  com- 
manded to  murder  the  Hebrew  children,  and  Herod  to 
kilt  the  babes  of  Bethlehem,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  to 
worfliip  the  golden  image  they  were  guilty  of  all  that 
murder  and  idolatry. — When  we  counfel  others  to  Im  ; 
fo  Balaam  did  the  children  of  Ifrael. — When  we  confent 
to  the  fm  of  others  ;  fo  Saul  coyifented  to  the  death  of  Ste- 
phen.— When  we  conceal  the  fms  of  others,  and  do  not 
reveal  them,  and  reprove  the  committers  of  them,  and 
life  all  proper  methods  to  bring  them  to  condign  punilh- 
ment  for  them. — When  we  conjlrain  others  to  fm  ;  either 
by  compulfion,  provocation,  or  enticing  of  them. — 
When  w^f educe  others  into  fm,  by  fly  artifices,  infnar- 
ing  fuggeftions,  and  taking  arguments  ;  and  fo  gain 
their  aficnt  to  our  vicious  v/ays. — When  we  commend  and 
praife  others  for  ther  fmful  courfes,  and  applaud  them  in 
their  fm. — When  we  wiih  \k\zvi\fuccefs  in  their  evil  courfes ; 
for,  he  that  biddeth  them  good  Jpeed,  is  a  partaker  of  their 
evil  deeds. — When  we  do  not  cor  red  and  punifh  people 
for  their  fms  as  we  have  accefs,  in  our  capacities ;  whe- 
ther as  magiflrates,  parents,  mafters,  or  otherwife  relat- 
ed.—  'V^\\^x\.^'^  defend  ?sXiA  jujlify  {\x\^  and  call  evil  good 
and  good  evil ;  and  not  to  condemn  fm,  nor  hinder  the 
commiffion  of  it,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  do  fo. — In  a 
word,  when  we  give  or  take  an  ill-example  in  fm;  or 
when  we  learn  at  others,  and  others  learn  at  us  any  fm- 
ful ways.  And  finally,  when  we  rejoice  at  the  fins  of 
others,  and  take  pleafure  in  them  that  dofo. 

In  all  thefe  cafes  we  are  chargeable  with  the  fms  of 
others,  and  fo  with  conformity  to  a  llnfui  v/orld.  And, 
indeed^  as  I  had  occafion  lately  to  obfcrve  on  another 

fubject. 


to  the  World  injoinecL  ^o^ 

fubjed,  this  may  let  us  fee,  that  many  Vv^iil  have  fms  to 
anfwer  for  that  they  never  dreamed  of:  not  only  their 
own  fms,  but  all  the  fms  of  other  men,  that  ever  they 
countenanced  in  this  manner,  and  never  feriouily  re- 
proved and  mourned  over. 

It  is  polBble  one  may  fay  to  a  reprover  of  his  fms. 
What  have  you  to  do  with  me  ?  you  will  not  anfwer 
for  my  fms.  What  hath  the  minifler  ado  with  my  faults, 
my  particular  failings  ?  Why  does  he  take  upon  hiux 
to  rip  up  my  fores  ?"  O  man  1  you  do  not  confider: 
We  mud  anfwer  not  only  for  our  own  fms,  but  for  ail 
the  fins  that  we  countenance  and  encourage ;  and  for 
all  the  fins  that  we  do  not  reprove,  lament  over,  and 
repent  of.  Alas !  little  do  the  world  confider,  what  need 
they  have  of  Chrift  as  a  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  to  ranfom 
them  from  the  guilt,  not  only  of  their  own  fms,  but  their 
guilt  of  other  mens  fms.  Little  do  the  companions  of 
drunkards,  fwearers,  fornicators,  Sabbath-breakers,  and 
fuch  like,  confider  how  they  ly  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
all  the  fms  of  thofe,  with  whom  they  affociate  themfelves, 
and  whofe  wickcdnefs  they  connive  at,  and  confent  unto, 
or  make  a  jeff  of.  —However,  all  thefe  now  are  guilty 
of  failiioning  themfelves  like  unto  the  world. 

But  carnal  reafon  will  produce  manifold  pleas  why 
people  fhould  be  like  their  neighbours.  And  if  any  afk, 
Wbat  are  thefe  pleas  and  Jhifts  f  We  might  reply,  by 
condefcending  upon  the  four  following,  amongil  many 
others. 

Plea  I.  "  I  muff  conform  myfeif,  faith  one,  to  the 
''  company  I  converfe  with,  that  I  may  not  be  reckon- 
''  ed  ?norofe^  ill-natured^  and  unfociable  ;  but  hecorae  all 
''  things  to  all  men  J* 

Reply,  You  mud  know,  if  you  be  religious  at  all^ 
you  muff  not  be  neuters  in  religion  :  you  muil  be  either 
hot  or  cold  ;  either  wholly  for  God,  or' wholly  for  Baal. 
Where  courtefy  v/ill  not  comply  with  religion,  and  yield 
to  it,  it  becomes  cruelty  to  the  foul.  To  comply  with 
a  courfe  of  idlenefs  and  vanity,  out  of  a  pretence  of  good 
nature  and  fociablenefs,  is  to  bewray  xki^  want  of  a  new 
nature,  and  of  fweet  fellowfliip  with  Chriil;.  It  is  true, 
civil  fociety  is  no  where  forbidden,  uulefs  it  degenerate 
Vol.  I.  S  f  f  into 
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into  Icvfty,  vanity,  idlenefs,  chambering,  and  wanton- 
nefs :  but  intimate  fociety  with  thofe  that  have  no  fear 
of  God,  no  fmell  of  religion,  or  of  Chrifl,  in  their  words 
land  adions,  can  never  be  juflified,  whatever  fliift  or 
plea  be  made  ufe  of  for  that  end. 

Pica  2.  "  Why,  faith  another,  I  mufl  conform  my- 
*'  felf  to,  and  join  with  fuch  a  drunken  company,  fome- 
''  times ;  for  they  are  my  ci(Jiomers^  with  whom  I  buy 
*^  and  fell,  and  on  whom  my  livelihood  depends :  and, 
*-'•  I  hope,  it  is  not  unlawful  for  me  to  go  and  drink 
*'  with  them." 

Reply.  Though  I  faid  before,  that  non-conformity  to 
the  world  doth  not  exclude  traffic  and  merchandife ;  yet 
I  iliall  add  here,  that  though  it  be  not  unlawful,  but  ne- 
celTary,  on  many  accounts,  both  to  drink  and  eat  with 
moderation,  and  to  trade  and  traffic  with  honeily  ;  yet, 
I  hope,  none  will  thence  infer,  that  it  is  lawful  either 
to  make  unnecelTary  fociety  with  the  wicked,  or  drunk- 
ennefs  a  part  of  their  trade.  Your  livelihood  doth  not 
depend  upon  thefe,  but  upon  the  providence  of  God  :  it 
is  his  hleffing  that  maketh  rich ;  and  the  Lord  needs  no 
fmful  fliift  of  ours,  to  fupply  his  courfe  of  providence. 
As  Chrift  faith.  Which  of  you^  by  taking  thought^  can  add 
a  cubit  to  hisftatursf  Mattli.  vi.  27.  ;  fo,  who  can  add 
a  penny  to  his  eftate  by  drunkennefs,  or  conformity  to 
drunkards  ?  yea,  though  you  Should,  gaiu  the  whole  world, 
you  lofe  more  than  you  gain,  by  every  fmful  compliance; 
for,  what  is  a  man  profited,  though  he  Jhill  gain  the  whole 
zuorld,  if  he  lofe  his  foul  f  Matth.  xvi.  26.  He  makes  a 
dangerous  adventure,  that  hazards  his  precious  foul  to 
(rain  the  trifles  of  a  perifhing  v/orld. 

Flea  3.  "  Why,  faith  a  third,  may  not  I  ailbciate 
^-  with  the  wicked,  that  I  m^ay  reclaim  them  ;  for  fo 
"  did  Chrifl  ?" 

Reply.  Ghrift's  office  was  a  Rhyftcian  to  fave  and  heal 
difeafed  fmners..  Take  heed  it  be  not  zeal  in  you,  but 
prefumption :  be  fure  of  a  call. — And  again,  Chrilt  could 
not  be  infected  with  any  man's  vice  :  if  you  had  fuch  a 
prefervative,  then  you  might  go  in  peace  through  the 
midil  of  plagues.—  Indeed,  the  nature  of  grace  is  to  dif- 
fufe  itfeif,  and  communicate  good  to  others ;  yet  many. 
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who  make  this  their  pretence,  to  convince  or  convert  o- 
thers,  do  not  confider  the  deceitfulnefs  of  their  own 
hearts,  and  what  fmful  by-ends  they  are  led  by,  even 
under  this  colour.  But,  indeed,  if  a  man  had  a  clear 
call  to  join  in,  for  a  while,  with  a  company  of  vain  per- 
fons,  and  to  fit  with  them,  which  the  PfalmifL  owns  he 
Jhunned^  faying,  /  have  not  fat  with  vain  perfons  ;  I  fay, 
though  a  man  had  the  cleared  call  to  join  company  with 
fuch,  he  had  need  to  do  as  the  phyficians,  when  they  go 
into  an  infe6led  place,  they  arm  themf^lves  with  fome 
antidotes :  fo  ihould  we  do,  if  we  go  into  fuch  company ; 
we  have  need  to  be  armed  with  faith,  and  prayer,  and 
holy  refolution,  and  heavenly  wifdom,  fuch  as  may  work 
more  flrongly  than  the  plague  of  fm  and  fubtilty  of  Satan, 
which  we  are  to  .encounter  with. 

¥lea  4.  "  Some  will  plead  the  violence  oi  importunity : 
fuch  a  company  doth  urge  and  prefs  me  ;  and  if  I  re- 
fufe  to  join  with  them,  they  will  feoff  and  fcorn  me.'' 
Reply.  If  you  can  never  refift  a  temptation  to  fm,  you 
-have  no  evidence  of  being  a  child  of  God  :  but  by  refill- 
ing fuch  aifaults  as  thefe,  providence  gives  you  an  occafi- 
on  both  of  oppofmg  fm  in  yourfelves,  by  your  refufal ; 
and  of  deflroying  it  in  others,  by  your  example.    If  they 
feoff  and  fcorn,  do  you  pity ;  and  blefs  the  Lord  that 
hath  given  you  better  counfel,  than  to  run  with  them  in- 
to the  fame  excefs  of  riot.     The  more  they  Ihew  them- 
felves  to  be  fcoffers  and  fcorners  of  religion  and  grace, 
the  more  they  are  to  be  refifced,  with  this  meditation, 
Blejfed  is  the  man  that  zvalketh   not  in  the  counfel  of  the 
ungodly t  nor  ftandeth  in  the  way  of  finners,  nor  fitteth  in 
the  feat  of  the  fcornful^  Pfalm  i.  i.     Make  not  their  vio- 
lent opportunity  your  excufe  :  for,  when  they  call  you 
one  way,  and  Chriit  calls  you  another,  you  need  not  be 
at  a  lofs  to  know  what  hand  to  turn  to.     They  fay.  Come 
with  us,  Prov.  i.  11.     Cl^tiff  faith.  Come  with  me.  Song 
iv.  8.     And   whether  it  is   better  to  obey  God  or  man, 
judge  ye.  Ads  iv.  18.     When  they  are  faying,  Follozir 
us  ;  remember  that  Chriit  is  faying,  Follow  me :  and 
the  grace  of  God  that  hringeth  fahation  teach eih  i/s,   that 
denying  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  hdjs,  we  fioiild  live  foher- 
lyt  rig^hteoujly^  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  v^orld,  Titus  ii. 

Sff  2  II, 


SIO  NON-COxNFORM  IT  Y         SeRM.  XVII. 

(i.)  They  that  are  of  this  world  could  be  fatisfied  to 
live  for  ever  in  this  world  ;  and  would  care  for  no  other 
heaven,  no  other  Paradife,  but  the  pleafures,  profits, 
and  honours  of  this  world.  Look  in  to  your  heart  and 
thoughts,  man  :  if  you  can  be  content  with  this  world 
for  your  portion  ;  if  you  could  poiTibly  live  and  enjoy  it 
for  ever  :  if  you  could  be  fatisfied  therewith,  and  defirc 
no  other  heaven,  it  is  an  evidence  you  are  of  this 
world. 

(2.)  They  that  are  of  this  world,  look  upon  the  co??i' 
forts  of  this  world  as  realities  ;  but  upon  the  promt fes  of 
God*s  covenant  2lS  fancies.  And  hence  they  dote  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  take  pleafure  in  them ;  but 
dare  not  truft  God  with  his  promife,  nor  take  comfort 
therein. 

(3.)  They  that  are  of  this  world,  they  look  upon  men 
as  happy  or  miferable^  according  to  the  things  they  enjoy 
of  this  world :  yea,  though  they  fee  them  to  be  imcked 
men;  yet,  if  they  enjoy  the  outward  t\img%  of  this  world, 
they  judge  them  to  be  happy.  Is  it  thus  that  you  judge  ? 
It  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  of  this  world;  and  confe- 
quently  are  conformed  to  the  world. 

[2.]  Try  whether  or  not  you  be  conformed  to  the 
world  by  your  frame  and  difpofttion.  If  you  be  not  con- 
formed to  the  world,  then  your  affections  will  be  habi- 
tually fet  upon  things  that  are  above:  but  if  you  be  con- 
formed to  the  world,  then  your  affedions  will  be  habiw 
tually  fct  upon  things  below  ;  and  fo  you  mind  earthly 
things.  Here  I  will  offer  you  a  few  marks  of  a  perfon 
who  minds  earthly  things,  and  confequently  is  conform- 
ed to  this  world. 

1.  When  a  man  looks  upon  earthly  things  as  the  mofl 
beautiful  and  eminent  things,  that  is  an  evidence  that  he 
minds  earthly  things,  and  confequently  conformed  to 
this  world.  The  heavenly  difpofed  man  looks  upon 
celcflial  things  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  and  eminent. 

2.  Wlien  a  man's  great  eft  thoughts  are  hufied  about 
earthly  things,  it  is  an  evidence  that  he  is  a  worldly  man. 
A  man  may  know  himfelf  better  by  his  thoughts  than 
his  words  and  adions ;  for  the  thoughts  are  immediate- 
ly" from  the  heart :  even  as  v/e  may  know  better  what 
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the  fountain  is,  by  the  immediate  bullering  of  it  near 
the  fpring,  than  by  the  dreams  afar  off;  For^  as  he  think- 
eth  in  his  hearty  Jo  is  he^  Prov.  xxiii.  7.  A  man  is  as  he 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  when  earthly  thoughts  are  fweet- 
cft.  I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  thoughts  which  a  perfon, 
through  weaknefs  or  temptation,  may  be  fubjed:  unto  : 
but  of  thofe  which  are  fweetell  unto  the  foul ;  fuch  as 
are  the  habitual  delight  of  his  heart. 

3.  The  man  minds  earthly  things,  whofe  heart  cleaves 
to  the  earth.  Difcourfe  to  fuch  a  man  never  fo  much 
of  the  vanity  of  this  earthy  he  may  give  you  a  hearing  \ 
but  his  heart  flill  cleaves  to  the  earth :  talk  to  him  ne- 
ver  fo  much  of  the  glory  of  heaven^  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  faints  ;  yet  ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth  :  yea, 
he  himfelf  may  comment  and  flowrifh  in  his  difcourfe, 
concerning  the  vanity  of  all  things  in  the  world ;  and  yet 
ftill  his  heart  cleaves  to  the  earth. 

4.  The  earthly-minded  man  is  filled  with  dijirading 
cares  about  the  things  of  this  earth.  If  he  be  difappoint- 
ed  as  to  thefe  things,  he  looks  upon  himfelf  as  undone : 
God,  and  Chrift,  and  the  promifes,  none  of  them  can 
give  him  any  contentment  or  comfort,  if  his  idols  en 
the  earth  be  removed  ;  if  he  mifcarries  there,  he  is  un- 
done :  I'hey  have  taken  aivay  my  gods^  and  ivhat  have  I 
more  f  His  greateft  buhnefs,  and  flrongeft  endeavours, 
are  the  adequate  objed  of  his  earthly  mind ;  they  take 
up  the  whole  ftrength  of  his  foul. 

5.  In  a  word,  an  earthly  man  pafles  through  many 
difficulties^  about  earthly  things,  and  is  never  weary ^  be- 
caufe  he  is  in  his  element :  he  is  like  the  fiili  in  the  fea. 
A  man  is  foon  weary  of  fwiming  in  the  water,  becaufe 
it  is  not  his  element ;  but  the  fifh  is  not  weary,  becaufe 
it  is  its  element.  An  earthly  man  is  quickly  weary  of 
fpiritual  duties;  whereas  a  fpiritual  man  calls  the  Sab- 
bath his  delight.  An  earthly  man  will  not  go  through 
with  his  work,  becaufe  his  heart  and  mind  is  elfewhere. 
If  you  mind  earthly  things  at  this  rate,  as  I  have  Ihewn, 
it  is  a  fhrewd  evidence  of  a  woridlv  frame  ;  and  this 
worldly  frame  and  difpofition  is  an  evidence  of  confor- 
mity to  the  world. 

[3.]  You  may  know  whether  you  be  conformed  to 
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the  world  or  not,  by  your  life  and  converfatjon^  by  your 
words  and  anions.  They  that  are  of  the  world,  they 
fpeakof  the  world,  they  deal  with  the  world,  their  whole 
converfatlon  fniells  of  the  world  ;  Tbcy  favour  not  the 
ihings  that  are  of  God  ^  but  the  things  that  are  of  the  world. 
Worldly  difcourfe  goes  bell  away  v»^ith  them  ;  worldly 
converfe  is  their  pleafure  ;  worldly  wifdcm  is  their  dif- 
pofition ;  and  worldly  company  is  their  delight :  but 
their  delight  is  not  in  the  faints^  the  excellent  ones  in  the 
earth.  And,  indeed,  thofe  that  can  take  pleafi^re  in 
vain,  wicked,  light,  and  leud  company,  but  never  af- 
feded  fellowlliip  with  the  faints,  nor  company  with  the 
godly,  about  foul  matters,  they  difcover  their  great  con- 
formity to  the  world,  and  their  want  of  conformity  to 
God  and  Chrifl. 

life  4.  This  doclrlne  may  be  improven  for  exhortation^ 
or  dehortation^  in  the  \vords  of  the  text :  O  Sirs,  be  not 
conformed  to  this  -ivorkL  Some  fober  heathens  have  fome- 
times  expreffed  the  greateil  diilike  to  the  vanity  of  this 
world.  Socrates  thought  it  one  of  the  greateil  torments 
of  men,  in  another  life,  to  be  bound  to  commit  thofe 
fins  wherein  they  mod  delighted  in  this  life.  Seneca 
iliid  of  himfelf.  "  I  am  too  great,  and  born  to  greater 
"  things,  than  that  I  Ihoulcl  be  a  Have  to  my  body.'* 
And  Tully  thought  him  not  worthy  the  name  of  a  man, 
that  could  fpend  a  whole  day  in  carnal  pleafure.  And 
furely  they  do  not  deferve  the  name  of  Chriitians,  who 
can  fpend  a  whole  day  in  worldly  carnal  pleafure  and  re- 
creation. How  will  thofe  heathens  rife  up  in  judgment 
againfi:  us,  if  we  live  in  conformity  to  the  world ! 

In  order  to  inforce  the  exhortation,  we  adduce  the 
following  motives.  Confider,  that  conformity  to  the  world 
is  adultery,  idolatry,  enmity,  and  contrariety  to  the 
power  of  religion. 

I.  \t\%  adultery^  fpiritual  adultery.  If  a  man's  heart 
goes  after  another  woman,  more  tlian  his  wife  ;  or  a 
woman's  heart  more  after  another  man  than  her  huiband, 
it  is  adultery :  fo,  if  our  heart  go  a  whoring  after  any 
tiling  in  the  world,  more  than  our  Maker,  who  is  our 
huiband,  it  is  fpiritual  adultery. 

(2.)  It 
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2.  It  is  idolatry.  As  covetoiifnefs  is  called  idolatry ; 
fo,  conformity  to  the  world,  is  worfhipping  of  idols. 
If  a  man  fhould  carnally  affed  a  queen,  or  an  emprefs, 
though  the  mod  beautiful  woman  in  the  world,  inflead 
of  his  own  wife,  it  is  a  great  fm ;  but  if  he  forfake  a 
queen,  a  mofl  beautiful  perfon,  for  a  dung-hill  raker^  a 
nefty  fcullion,  it  were  a  greater  evil :  fo  here,  to  forfake 
him  who  is  altogether  lovely ^  for  the  empty  things  of  the 
world.  Oh  !  what  an  evil  is  it !  It  is  to  depart  from  the 
fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hew  out  to  ourfehes  cijlerns^ 
broken  ciflernSf  that  can  hold  no  water, 

3.  It  is  enmity  ;  for,  the  carnal  mind  is  eninity  againfi 
God:  the  carnal  man  is  enmity  againfl:  God;  and  to 
embrace  a  carnal  company  is  to  embrace  God's  enemies, 
and  thofe  that  are  enemies  to  all  fpiritual  good. 

4.  It  is  a  contrariety  to  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Grace 
and  godlinefs  tend  to  alienate  and  difengage  the  heart 
from  the  world,  and  from  all  things  under  God :  but 
this  conformity  to  the  world,  is  diredly  contrary  to  this 
end.  And,  indeed,  let  a  man  have  the  fweetefl  and 
mofl  awful  imprefTions  made  upon  his  heart  by  the  word, 
and  let  him  go  ftreight  in  to  a  carnal  company ;  behold  1 
how  quickly  will  his  impreffions  be  removed,  and  con- 
vi6lions  flified  thereby ! 

We  fhall  now  conclude  the  fubjeft  with  a  few  diredi- 
ons ;  and  we  fhall  but  jufl  name  them  in  fo  many 
words. 

1.  Seek  to  be  regenerated  and  born  of  God ;  born  from 
above :  for,  he  that  is  born  of  God  is  not  conformed 
to  the  word  ;  but  is  transformed  by  the  reneiving  of  his 
?nind, 

2.  Seek  the  Spirit  to  bring  you  by  force  out  of  this 
world  ;  and  to  conquer  the  world  for  you.  But  con- 
cerning both  thefe,  we  fpoke  at  fome  length  on  the  ufe 
of  trial ;  and  Ih all  now  pais  them. 

3.  Be  aware  of  ivicked  company  ;  and  let  your  deliglt 
be  in  the  faints^  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth  :  and  this, 
by  the  blefling  of  God,  will  be  a  mighty  prefervative 
from  being  conformed  to  the  fmful  courfes  and  prafticcs 
of  the  wicked  world. 

4.  Be  reftlefs  till  you  attain  conformity  to  the  Lord 
Vol.  1.  Ttt  Jefus 
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Jefus  Cbrift  :  and,  in  order  thereto,  feek  difcoveries  of 
his  glory,  that,  beholding  it,  you  may  be  changed  into 
the  fame  image  ^  from  glory  to  glory  ^  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  There 
is  a  fmitting  favour  in  the  face  of  Chrift  ;  they  who  fee 
him  cannot  but  be  like  him,  and  defire  to  be  Hke  him : 
fo  it  is  with  thofe  about  the  throne  ;  They  fhall  he  like 
him^  for  they  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.  Conformity  to  Chrifl: 
is  the  bell  cure  of  conformity  to  the  world  ;  for  it  makes 
the  man  to  count  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung,  for  the  ex^ 
celkncy  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifi, 


The  End  of  the  Firft  Volume. 
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THE  following  new  and  ufeful  Theological  Publicati- 
ons, are  all  lately  printed,  and  fold  by  William 
Smith,  at  his  Shop,  foot  of  the  Salt-mercat,  viz, 

I.  A  Defence  of  fome  important  Dodlrines  of  the  Gofpel,  in 
twenty-fix  Sermons,  moft  of  which  were  preached  at  Lime-ftrcet 
LetSlure,    by    nine  eminent    diflcnting   Minifters,    in  z  vols.  Price, 

neatly  bound,  $  s. Thefe  Sermons  are  allowed,  by  good  judges,  to  be 

the  beji  iiluJiratioH  and  defence  of  a  ntimher  of  tht  ejfential  doBrines  of  Chrif- 
tianityy  that  are  to  be  found  extant;  and,  as  fuch,  -warmly  recommended 
hy  the  late  jujily  celebrated  Mr.  Hervey. 

II.  Selc(a  Sermons,  on  feveral  important  fubjedls,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Swanfton,  late  minifter  of  the  gofpel  at  Kinrofs.  To 
which  is  prefixed,  a  fliort  account  ot  his  life.  Price  bound,  3  s.  the 
coarfe,  .and  4  s.  the  fint. —  ThefubjeBs  here  handled  are  of  a  very  inte- 
rejling  nature,  containing  many  precious  gofpel  truths,  tending  to  awaken 
thefecure,  infruB  the  ignorant,  comfort  the  dejeBed,  and  feed  the  heritage 
of  God,  with  knowledge  and  underftanding. 

III.  Sermons  and  Select  TracSls,  on  feveral  fubjedxs.  By  the  late 
Rev.  Mr.  James  Hervey.     To  which  is  prefixed,  a  full  account  of 

his  life      Price,  neatly  bound,  zs    6  d. "This  volume  contains  the 

ivhole  of  Mr  Hervey'' s  Sermons;  and  moji  of  the  Trads  were  never  be' 
fore  printed  with  any  former  rdition  of  his  Sermons. 

IV.  Faith  and  Practice  :  or  the  great  Duty  of  receiving  Chrifl, 
and  Walking  in  him  opened,  in  twelve  Sermons.  By  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ralph  Erfkine,  late  minifter  of  the  gofpel  in  Dunfermline.  To 
which  is  prefixed,  a  fliort  account  of  his  life  and  writings,  with 
an  elegiac  poem    Price,  neatly  bound,  2  s   the  coarie,  and  z  s.  6d. 

the  fine. Thefubjed  of  thefe  Sermons  is  of  the  uimoft  importance  :  It 

comprehends  the  whole  Chrifiinn  life  and  praRice  ;  or,  as  the  author  him- 
Jelf  ohferves,    it  contains  the  whole  Bible  in  one  verfe,   the  whole  gofpel  in 

snefentence,  the  whole  fum  of  heart  and  life-religion,  and  all  that  concerns 
either  faith  or  manners.  ^ 

V.  Twenty-five  Difcourfes  fuitable  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  deliver- 
ed juft  betore  the  adminiflration  of  that  lacred  ordinance.  By  the  iate 
reverend  and  learned  John  Owen,  D,  D  fometime  Vice-chancellor 
of  Oxlord.  Price  of  the  fine,  neatly  bound,  is  6  d.  the  coarfe, 
plain  bound,  is Thefe  facraffiental  difcourfes  are  plain,  evangeli- 
cal, and  pratfical;  well  adapted  to  ajftft  the  pious  meditations  of  ferioas 
Chrijiians,  of  every  denomination,  in  their  approaches  to  the  Lora's  table, 
and  to  promote  vital  religion  in  the  foul. 

Vr.  The  Chriftian  Oratory :  or,  the  Devotion  of  the  Clofet  dlfplay- 
ed.  To  which  is  fubjoined,  feveral  praiflical  difcourfes,  on  various 
important  fubjecSls.  By  the  Reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  Bennct,  in  z  vol. 
Price,  s  s.   the  courfe,  and  6s    the  fine,  neatly  bound. ^The J ubjeds 

of  meditation,  exhibited  in  thefe  volumes,  are  intercfting,  copious,  and  full ; 
contain  a  rich  variety  of  judicious  thoughts,  on  the  moji  important  points, 
new,  ufeful,  and  ft  ricking  ,  well  adapted  to  affiji  the  pious  meditations  of  the 
truly  devout ;  and  have  been  had  in  univerj'al  ejteem,  by  the  truly  godly, 

VII.  rhe  Knowledge  of  Chrifl:  crucified  and  glorified,  opened  and 
applied  ;  iji  twenty  Sermons,  on  Chrifl's  Death,  RciurrecSion,  Afcen- 
fion,  Sitting  at  God's  right-hand,  IntercelTion,  and  judging  the  World. 
Preached  at  Merchants-Letflurc,  in  Pinner's-Hall.  By  the  Reverend 
and  Learned  Mr.  John  Hurrion,  late  dilTentiug  Minifter  in  London, 
in  two  volumes  Price  s  s  the  fine,  and  4s  the  coarfe. — As  the  fub' 
jetlsof  the  Sermons  are  of  the  uimoft  importance,  being  the  cardinal  doBrines 
of  the  Chriftian  fyfc?n  ;  fo  they  are  handled,  by  the  judicious  Author,  with 
the  g,eateji  accuracy,  perfpicuity .  and  fulncfs  :  and  alhwcd,  by  good 
judgcSf  to  be  preferable  to  any  upon  thcfubJeHs. 
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